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Last year’s ‘Christmas’ edition was my first
as editor of Hilltop News. Has a year and
six more issues really passed? Despite my
paranoia about copy deadlines being met,
it’s been rewarding and enjoyable.

F

or this I thank the splendid team
around me. Imogen Vallance lightens
the load by gathering all the society
reports. Ann Horn takes care of all the
valued advertising. Oliver Parsons has got
a photograph for every occasion. Proof
readers Imogen and Paula Angell always
manage to find some literals I missed.
Mike Spark adds that final piece of design
flair in putting the pages together and
preparing for print. And then Rosemary
Pearce and her helpers ensure quick and
efficient distribution. Throughout, Anne
Butterworth, as well as providing church
matters and other items, is a reassuring
presence to smooth over any bumps which
may appear along the way.
Then there are the contributors, regular
and occasional, without whom there would
be no worthwhile news. It has been a
pleasure to meet and correspond with so
many interesting people.
Last but certainly not least, thanks to all
you readers: without your interest there
would be no point having Hilltop News.
On behalf of the Hilltop News team,
have a very merry Christmas and the
happiest of New Years.
Graham Lincoln

One of the great contributors to life in the
Hilltop Villages, Evelyn Money, passed away
last September. In this issue, Joan Barnard
and Paddy Thomas pay a fitting tribute to this
wonderful lady.

In this issue…
Three working generations…
A local family business built on bricks.
The local woodman
Who’s been cutting the trees down?
Our champion football team
When our local lads were tops!
Running and Riding for Charity
Our super-fit girls exert themselves
for the benefit of others.
Our newly improved hall
Open morning shows St Leonards Hall
in all its glory.
Hens go from hell to heaven
Sally Reynolds to the rescue.

Front cover created from a photo taken last
October – in a Hilltop garden. First October
snowfall since 1934 we are told. Who’s
dreaming of a white Christmas?
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Plus our regular features…
Nature notes, wildlife, farming, curvaceous
cook …plus all the news from our churches,
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

T

he Parish Council is still very
concerned about the state of our
roads. With this in mind several
members toured the Parish in Councillor
John Allen’s large vehicle and compiled a
map showing every pothole in the Parish.
Having seen the map I think it may have
been simpler to identify areas without
potholes. The Council believes that the
road situation is now totally unacceptable
and has, through County Councillor
Tricia Birchley, invited Val Letheran
(County Council Cabinet Member for
Transportation) and Jim Stevens (Head of
Transportation) to attend the next Parish
Council meeting on Monday 24 November
at St Leonards Parish Hall. If they come we
could have a lively debate.  
Proposals to revise and replace direction
signs throughout the Parish have been
received this week and they will also be
discussed at the next Council meeting.
The Council contacted local
organisations with a view to planning some
events to celebrate the 75th anniversary of
the Parish Council next year. Lots of ideas
have been received including:
Rounders match at St Leonards Playing Field
Concert in St Leonards Church
Celebration service and other events
at Hawridge Church
Beating the bounds
Exhibition and talk by the
Local History Group
Contributions from school and play groups.
Next year could be a busy one. If you
can add any more ideas please let me, or
a member of the Council, know as soon as
possible.
David Clarke,
Clerk to the Council 758567

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

NATS Consultation
The Parish Council received the following
letter from NATS:
“In July we published the Initial Feedback
Report into the Terminal Control North Airspace
Change Proposal consultation and promised to
keep you up to date with progress.
As we have said previously, considerable
work is being done to assess the significant
amounts of constructive feedback received. This
work is ongoing and further design options and
suggestions are being evaluated.
Key areas where further options are being
considered include (but are not limited to):
• Luton departures in the vicinity of the Chilterns,
Aylesbury Vale, Caddington/Slip End and
Stevenage.
• Heathrow departures in the vicinity of
Rickmansworth/Abbots Langley and Hounslow.
• Stansted departures in the vicinity of Bishops
Stortford and Saffron Walden.
• London City departures over North London.
• The location of, and procedures for, arrival
routes/holds for Luton, Stansted and
London City.
I can advise you that should the current work
lead to any proposed options that are significantly
different either from those contained in the
consultation, or from the current situation, this
may lead to a further consultation.
At this stage, therefore, we have not set a
timetable for next steps on the TCN proposal.
However, you may recall that in the consultation
we said no changes would be implemented
before March 2009; that timescale assumed that
we would be in a position to submit an Airspace
Change Proposal to the CAA this month, which is
no longer the case given the feedback evaluation
which is still underway. We have always been
clear that we will take as long as is necessary to
give full consideration to the feedback from the
consultation.
We will of course advise you on the revised
timescale for proceeding to a formal Airspace
Change Proposal on all or part of the TCN
proposal.”
TCN Consultation Team
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H

ow fortunate
we are to live in
such a supportive
Parish. The constant
barrage of bad news on
television brought about
by the global economic
situation, the pressure
placed on people by the
diminishing value of their homes and job
security makes us realise the value of the
community to which we belong. When
times are hard friends and neighbours
matter so much.
The  way in which Social Services will
be delivered in future is about to change
and by 2011 the government has decided
that everyone eligible for support will
be offered an individual budget, with a
fixed sum dependent on need and more
choice in how they choose their care. In
order to prevent rural isolation it is hoped
that local communities will find ways of
helping people to remain independent and
retain their quality of life, to delay the day
when residential care may be necessary. In
Touch, a telephone call four times a year,
has enabled the County Council to speak
to an extra 3000 older people in the last
twelve months who may shortly need a
care assessment. Whilst the changes ahead
appear at best to be cost neutral, many
older people, particularly self-funders, have
hitherto lacked the advice and support
needed when difficult decisions are made.    
An example of best practice locally is our
postman Frank Butler who has built links
with elderly residents on his daily rounds to
ensure they are safe and well. Any concerns
are relayed to PCSO Lesley Roche and I
would like to add my thanks to them both
on behalf of our most vulnerable residents.
Many of us attended the annual general
meeting of the Chiltern Society on 4
October at Green Park Conference Centre.
Perhaps the most relevant topic raised
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this year was the ongoing debate with
NATS over their proposals to fly lower and
more often over the Chilterns AONB. I can
assure you that the County Council will
continue to keep up the pressure on them
to rethink their plans and I am pleased to
have contributed through my Community
Leaders Fund to the cost of our campaign
locally. It is essential that we fight for
the preservation of our environment, the
Chilterns AONB is a fragile landscape and I
congratulate the Chiltern Society on their
excellent work to maintain our countryside
for the benefit of future generations.
The County Council is in the last year of
the current administration and I have been
re-selected to stand for election in June.
Balancing the books has not been easy
as the government continues to penalise
the South East. Indeed the South East
Plan now expresses the number of houses
planned over the next 20 years as ‘the
minimum’ excluding infill. My particular
concern is the plan to build 9,300 houses
south of Aylesbury, there is no evidence of
investment to support local jobs and how
could the A413 cope with the influx of yet
more heavy traffic?
May I wish you a very festive Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
Tricia Birchley 01296 621138
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WINNING START IN
NEW LEAGUE

H

awridge &
Cholesbury
Cricket Club’s
Saturday 1st XI won
the Second Division
of the Chilterns
League at the first
attempt. Unbeaten
throughout the
season, the team
finished a massive
75 points ahead of second-placed Great
Kingshill. Well done captain Steve White
and his players.
Ace batsman Sankalpa Gunesekara, our
guest cricketer from Sri Lanka, topped the
League’s batting scoring a total of 1,160
runs at an average of 96.7 per innings: both
League records. Bowler Mohammed Rifai
(of Sri Lankan descent, but locally resident)
was the League’s top bowler, taking 44
wickets at an average of 11.8 runs per
wicket taken.

Will our new scorebox display record scores
next season?

award, for the youngster who has grown
out of the colts and who combines playing
ability with good sportsmanship and
helpfulness, qualities which Sen always
displayed himself.
The club’s committee
Top of League table
were unanimous
Played Won
Drawn
Lost
Points
in awarding the
Hawridge & Chol. 18
12
6
0
405
first such award to
Great Kingshill
18
9
6
3
330
William Mills. William
Wargrave
18
6
8
4
265
has hardly missed a
training session, is
constantly looking
to improve his skills and is always on hand
Also in the League ‘Top 25’ batsmen
to score if not playing and help with other
were H&C players Suranga Daluwatta, Sean
jobs around the club.
Robinson and James Cath. Suranga was
Next season, in the First Division of the
also one of the leading bowlers. Jonathan
Morrant Chilterns League, the Saturday
Channer finished the season in the Top 25
1st XI will face much stiffer tests, and we
2nd XI bowlers, taking 22 wickets at an
need more players to strengthen the squad.
average of 11.6: not bad for a 14 year old!
Please contact Club Secretary Graham
Former player and much respected
Lincoln (758449) if you are at all interested:
club official over many years, Sen Sinniah,
we do cater for players of all ages and
has moved to live in Devon. He still keeps
abilities, and all are assured a warm and
in touch with the club and has donated
friendly welcome.
an annual ‘Young Clubman of the Year’
6
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Prize-winning Colts Back: Matthew Rutt (colt of the year), Middle left to right: William Jones
(under 15 batsman), George Haggarty (under 11 all-rounder), Angus Hardy (under 13 bat), Jon
Channer (all-rounder). Front: Jonty Wager Leigh (under 11 batsman), Harry Chrichton (under 11
all-rounder). Other award winners not present: Liam Hoban (under 13 bowler), Cameron Reid
(under 13 all-rounder), Zohaib Khan (under 15 bowler).

COLTS HOLD KEY
TO FUTURE

W

itness the number of youngsters
enthusiastically training on a
summer’s Thursday evening and
you can see why the Club looks to the
future with excited optimism. The colts
played competitive matches at Under 11,
13 and 15 levels last season. The Club is
indebted to co-ordinator Barbara Golds,
whose great organisational skill has kept
the colts’ band-wagon rolling smoothly,
with great support from several coaches
(more of whom will be undertaking official
courses this winter). Barbara is always
looking for more colts, and willing parents
to help keep 90-odd lively youths in order
on Thursday evenings (phone her on 01844
275874).
Hilltop News

DID YOU KNOW?
When play was interrupted during
World War II, the cricket pitch became a
searchlight position.
The lowest ever score admitted by H&C
was 3 against Temple End in a pre-war
Chesham & District League game – and
two of them were byes!
But H&C dismissed Chesham Social Club
for just 5 runs in 1948!
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LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Local History Group upcoming meetings

O

ur next meeting
provides a real
opportunity to
find out more about
where you live. Laura
Robertson from The
Buckinghamshire Family
History Centre, who gave
us an excellent workshop on old handwriting
last March, returns to ask the question…
Where Do You Think You Live – Does Your
House Have A History? Come along with
your own questions on Friday 5 December
8 for 8.15pm at St. Leonards Parish Hall.
We start the New Year with Julian Hunt,
one of our most knowledgeable local
historians, who will entertain us once again
with his talk on Buckinghamshire’s Favourite
Churches. Deviating from the norm, we will
meet on the second Friday of the month at 8
for 8.15pm on 9 January again at St. Leonards
Parish Hall.
We have been pleased to welcome lots
of new faces already this season as well as
our regular members, so we must be getting
something right with our programme.
Visitors are always welcome so we hope you
will come along to our next meetings - look
out for the yellow posters during the week
before they are held.

W.H.A Upholstery
RE-UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
IN
ANTIQUE & MODERN FURNITURE
ALSO LOOSE COVERS

Free Estimates No Obligation

01494 862821 (Day)
01628 521210 (Evenings)
21 Haleacre Workshop, Watchet Lane
Little Kingshill, Great Missenden. HP16 0DR

Chris Brown 758890
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An Extraordinary Year
During the past year, agriculture has
experienced record highs in commodity
and input prices; and one of the largest
harvests worldwide ever. UK yields were
on the whole very good, but the potential
for quality went the same way as the
‘summer’. Quite!!!

T

he frequent wetting weather with
little or no drying wind or sun led to
a very frustrating harvest. Combines
often came out of the shed only to return
a short time later as the next belt of rain
stopped play; and even when it was not
raining the skies were overcast. Many cereal
crops around the country suffered from
‘growing out’, whereby the grain begins
to grow in the standing ear. This grain is
immediately downgraded to animal feed
regardless of the market that it might have
been grown for.
The weather meant that all grain
required the input of ‘liquid sunshine’ at
eye watering prices and pressure on often
aging drying equipment has been high.
Many farms have opted for large on-floor
grain stores over the last 20 years, making
use of fans blowing ambient air through
the heap to reduce moisture contents
over time; measured in weeks or months.
However, moisture levels as high as 25 per
cent, (cereals should be below 15 per cent
at sale) present problems as grain can heat
up or go mouldy in a large mass, even with
large quantities of air blowing through it.
The problem is made more acute by the fact
that modern combine cutting capacity falls
only marginally when harvesting wet grain,
whereas the grain drier slows considerably
as moistures rise to the levels experienced
this year.
After a soggy harvest, there was a need
to lift the soils to remove compaction
created by traffic over the ground, and that
10
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in itself proved a painfully slow job as the
weather intervened regularly. Oilseed rape
that should have been sown by the end of
August had to wait until the third week of
September. Consequently the crop will be
very small going into the winter and if the
pigeons take a fancy to it, then it’s ‘curtains’
and re-planting with a spring variety will be
required. The wheat plantings on the other
hand took place immediately after the
oilseed rape: on time and into good seedbeds. Consequently, they look very well
although a watchful eye had to be kept for
the presence of slugs, which not surprisingly
have had a storming year.
Last time I wrote that cheap food
appeared to be a thing of the past; as cereal
prices rose on the back of world shortages
and oilseeds tracked crude oil. Now, the
‘mother of all harvests’; the collapse of
the financial sector and the reducing oil
price have reined in the runaway market.
The problem facing farming now is that
production costs for next year’s crops
are likely to exceed output. Fertilizers
brought when things were flying, now look
overly expensive against the grain futures
market for harvest next year. However,
the likelihood of another bumper harvest
following 2008, without our old friend the
weather intervening somewhere in the
world, is slim.
Politicians have been somewhat
preoccupied with financial concerns just
lately and the issue of inflationary food
prices has been somewhat put on the
back burner. It will be interesting to see if
prices at the supermarkets fall in line with
commodity prices, or will the recession have
the greater say?
Supply and demand!
Marcus Reynolds 07712 52761
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
COMMONS
PRESERVATION
SOCIETY

M

ainly due to the wet weather
this year, we have been unable
to do our usual cutting and
collecting on the Commons. However,
we would like to thank Mike Wallis, who
seized a suitable opportunity to flail a
considerable stretch of grass adjacent to
the road, from his house towards Mermaid
Cottage. In addition, Stephen Cheeld has
cut a lot of the undergrowth under the
beech trees near the road in Hawridge.
This area was opened up several years
ago and, in order to keep the woodland
floor clear, re-growth of brambles and
nettles does need controlling from time
to time. This enables people to appreciate
the beauty of these magnificent trees. It
is very encouraging to see the snowdrops,
which have been revealed as a result of this
work, increase year by year.  Undergrowth
in a small area near Cholesbury Bottom
has also been cleared in this way, allowing
more snowdrops to be visible. The working
party on 19 October was particularly well
supported. We offer many thanks to all
those who turned up. We can achieve so
much more with that extra help.

Pound Lane
During the past year, several small trees
have fallen on to Pound Lane, and there
are others that are leaning. The fallen
ones have been cleared, either by local
residents or by Bucks CC who will respond
quickly if highways are blocked. Bucks CC
Highways-on-Call can be contacted on 0845
230 2882. The consensus of local residents
who regularly use the lane is that rotten or
precarious trees should be cut down. They
like the rural feel of this narrow lane, with
12

its canopy of trees forming a tunnel, so it
is a case of gentle management. This work
will be carried out later in the winter and
the road will soon return to its delightful
appearance by mid summer.
Boxing Day Hunt
In recent years, the hunt meeting that takes
place on Cholesbury Common has become
extremely well attended. We have been
working with hunt organisers to decide
how best to ease the congestion that occurs
as a result of so many vehicles coming to
the event. The Society is also concerned
about possible damage to the Commons,
particularly in view of the wet conditions
that we have had in the last two years.
One suggestion is that the organisers will
undertake to identify various venues where
parking can be provided away from the
immediate vicinity of the meet. As far as is
practicable, they will also provide marshals
who will help visitors to park safely and
sensibly. Please consider whether you really
need to bring a vehicle with you on the
day, or maybe you could take advantage of
the parking areas that hunt organisers will
be identifying. The other suggestion from
the hunt committee is that, on behalf of
the Society, we should circulate collection
buckets among those who are gathered.
Any donations would be used to help
maintain the Commons for the benefit of
everyone.
Fungus Walk
On 26 October, Clive Carey very kindly took
us on a search for fungi on the Commons.
Unfortunately, it was a wet morning and
only three of us turned up. To make up for
the lack of species on the Commons, Clive
had been very busy collecting numerous
examples from other local places and we
had a good look at these under the canopy
of his boot door. We were able to observe
the intricate beauty and diversity of these
extraordinary organisms. We went on to
see several species on the Common and
Hilltop News6

All pulling together! Pallets pond clearance.

Clive showed us some examples that we
might not have recognised as fungi. Unlike
our native flowering plants, it is difficult
to predict when the fruiting bodies will
appear, so we may arrange these forays at
short notice.   
Working Parties
Since the sudden snowfall at the end of
October caused so many oak branches
to fall, we have rearranged the working
parties to try to clear up as quickly as
possible, concentrating on the rides and
paths first. The programme for December
and January is given in the table.
Pallett’s Pond Clearance
In late September, a group of seven local
people were joined by as many Hemel
Hempstead Conservation Volunteers on a
task which comes round every few years
– clearing pond vegetation back to a
reasonable level. At least half the pond
area had been invaded by Reedmace (more
Hilltop News

commonly known as bulrushes), the even
more invasive Reed Sweetgrass and to a
lesser extent Yellow Flag Irises.
Some of the visitors pulled on their
thigh-high waders and got to work pulling
out the 8’ long stems by the roots. James
Fisher from Rays Hill, on his first work party,
joined them in the water and worked like
a Trojan. Florence Hobbs and her father
Mark, also on their first work party, and the
rest of the locals, then filled wheelbarrows
with the uprooted plants and wheeled
them away to dispose of them in a more
discrete location.
Another group of workers cut down the
small willow shoots round the edge of the
pond and some overhanging branches were
cut down. A team worthy of a tug-of-war
then pulled these out of the pond (above).
We would like to thank everyone who came
and helped, including Lindsay Griffin who
provided yet another magnificent cake
and refreshments, without which we could
not have continued. Everything we hoped
13
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Date

Location

Activity

Dec 14

Opposite High View,
Hawridge (GR943067)

Clear up fallen oak limbs. Log and stack.
Burn brash. Bonfire.

Jan 11

SE of Mermaid Cottage on
path leading off road
(GR 936069)

Fell fallen elms on path beside Mermaid
Cottage, cut down stumps. Log and stack.
Cut up fallen oak limb beside Mermaid
Cottage. Burn brash. Bonfire.

Jan 25

Downhill behind Mermaid
Cottage opposite
The Full Moon (GR 936071)

Continue clearing up fallen oak limb beside
Mermaid Cottage. Finish cutting back
blackthorn beside Mermaid Cottage. Bonfire.

2009

If you find any branches down across paths or rides on the Common we would be very
grateful if you would let us know, by calling Isobel (758987) or Steve (758126) or emailing
hccps@cholesbury.com.

for was achieved, thanks to the combined
efforts of the two teams (see photos above
and previous page).
AGM
The AGM will be held on Wednesday,
3 December at Cholesbury Village Hall,
starting at 8.00 pm. After the formal
business has been completed, refreshments
will be served and then we will have two
guest speakers: Margaret Jarrett has been
involved with plans to introduce grazing
on Chorleywood Common; Jenni Hignett
works for BBOWT and is the Nettlebed
Commons Projects Officer involved in
planning sustainable strategies for the
Nettlebed Commons.
Items for discussion: If you have any
issues that you would like us to raise at
the meeting, would you let me know
beforehand, so that we can give proper
attention to any questions.  Either call me on
14

758750 or email me at bvanp@care4free.net
Annual Subscriptions
These are due at the AGM. They remain at
£7.50 per person and are payable to Mike
Fletcher, Ivy Cottage, Cholesbury, Tring,
Herts, HP23 6ND or if you prefer, you can
pay at the AGM.
Linden Bevan-Pritchard
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Open
morning
at newly improved
St Leonards Parish Hall
The very first thing to say is - what a
wonderful Community effort! The very
well attended Open Morning at the Hall
was blessed by a magnificent warm and
sunny autumn day. The sunshine showed
off the newly improved and decorated Hall
to its best advantage.

V

isitors were offered coffee and
delicious home-made biscuits before
they took a tour around the new
sparkling toilets and much improved
verandah and stage areas.  There was a
display of ‘before and after’ photographs
taken by Ann Horn and Shirley Blomfield
and expertly arranged on screens by
Sandy Clarke. A board of ‘Thanks’ was
also on view to all the many people who
worked under the cloak of CH Grounds
Maintenance to complete the work.
Around the Hall were small table
displays by almost all of the Hall users’
Clubs and Societies, these proved very
interesting and also offered an opportunity
for newcomers to the area to see ‘what
goes on’. No one seemed in a rush and
there was a happy sociable atmosphere
the whole morning, as people chatted over
their refreshments and caught up with all
their news.
Before I began this report I looked back
to the Minutes of the Hall Management
Committee Meeting for November 2007. It
made miserable reading.  The committee
had finally to accept that, having spent
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most of 2007 chasing Grants of every
kind there was little chance of ever being
successful in completing the much needed
refurbishment. The Fete, Concerts and
100 Club had done well but nowhere near
the sum required.  It was decided at that
meeting to appeal to the local community.  
If the Hall was ever to have new toilets
and finish the extended ‘stage end’, the
only way it seemed was for the community
to ‘dig deep’. After some despair and
much debate a letter was prepared and
sent by Michael Reynolds, Chairman of
the Management Committee, to every
household in the Parish of St Leonards,
Buckland Common and Chivery (the owners
of the Hall). The rest, as they say, is history!
What a fantastic achievement! We
invited the Bucks Examiner to come along
to photograph the Open Morning and tell
this encouraging story of people working
together to improve their local facilities
– after all, we should be very proud of
ourselves. What happened? Just as the
front door had been locked and the
Committee was leaving at the end of the
morning, the Bucks Examiner photographer
turned up! He knew he was half an hour
too late but said “anyway, someone will call
the Secretary to get the story next week”
– they didn’t of course. But never mind, we
still have Hilltop News!

POSTCRIPT

QUIZ RESULTS

And, on Saturday November 8, the
Management Committee put on a very
successful Jazz Concert and Supper, with
a relaxed atmosphere, excellent sound
and super food.   Lou’s Sextet played and
revealed the previously unknown (to some
of us at least) talents of our very own
local singer, Laurie Elliott – check out their
website www.loussextet.co.uk. People
danced all evening and a good time was
had by all. Thanks to all the cooks and to
everyone who helped to make the evening
go with a swing. What is more, the event
raised just over £700!

Thank you to everyone who supported
our latest quiz (No 5). We made £150.00
towards the St Leonards Parish Hall
refurbishment fund. The results were so
close that we decided to award three
prizes. Our lucky winners are:
Joint 1st Mrs D Austin, Long Marston and
Mrs B Edwards, Hemel
Hempstead - 187 points.
3rd Caroline Coates, Buckland Common
- 186 points.
The hall extension is now finished but fund
raising will continue as we have a ‘wish list’
of further improvements we would like to
make. Quiz No 6 will be available at the
Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards History Society
evening on Friday 5 December in our new
hall and thereafter at local gatherings, from
the reception desk at Victoria Hall Tring or
direct from Beechwood, Jenkins Lane, St
Leonards.
Thank you all again for your continued
support.

Ann Horn

Sandy Clarke
Hilltop News
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NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

I

am sorry to report that,
having referred in the
last Hilltop News to
burglaries and thefts in
the Chilterns area over
past months, the situation
moved much closer and there
have been burglaries and thefts in the
parish. Please be alert and if someone (or
a vehicle) looks out of place, ring 0845 8
505 505. It may be that the description you
give ties in with previously reported crimes
elsewhere and a patrol vehicle can be sent
out. Dial 999 if a crime is in progress.
Elsewhere, there are reports of
workmen’s vans being broken into during
building works, etc. – again, please be
aware of this. Locked vehicles will be
broken into if there is a chance that there
are valuables to be taken. Vehicle alarms,
and extra care with where and how vehicles
are parked, may be a deterrent. If you have
workmen at your home, please bring this
police advice to their attention.  
Please also warn elderly and vulnerable
neighbours not to open doors to strangers,
and to secure all doors and windows. At
Ashley Green, two men said they were looking
for a lost dog and while this was happening, a
hand-bag was stolen from an insecure vehicle.
Elsewhere, men have been calling at addresses
claiming to be police officers.
During a recent cold snap, a vehicle was
stolen when the owners left their vehicle
running to defrost the windows. Our local
Police Community Support Officer, Les
Roche, says please remember to be vigilant
for suspicious behaviour.  Opportunists
are always on the look out so do not leave
vehicles unattended, even for a short time.
Darker evenings lead to an increase in
burglaries - use timer switches for lights
and even radio or TV to make your home
look occupied.
18

Finally, Trading Standards want to make
you aware that bogus traders may be
cashing in on the government’s initiative
offering ‘Free home insulation checks’.
Do not deal with unknown doorstep
traders and, if you receive a leaflet from
an unknown trader, think carefully before
dealing with them - it might be bogus.
Shirley Blomfield 758314

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

C

hristmas will soon be here and the
WI will have their Christmas Party
on 15 December. The meeting is for
members and invited guests (otherwise
numbers and catering would be extremely
difficult) and this year members are each
asked to bring along a plate of food. We
look forward to being entertained by The
Cygnets, the male voice choir from High
Wycombe.
And so we go into 2009, the 30th
birthday year for the Evening WI. Back in
October, at the Annual Meeting, Doreen
Hubble was presented with the Phyllis
O’Connor Cup for the most points won in
the monthly competitions. The January
competition is ‘To Decorate a Wellington
Boot’ and Jim Dale is returning to talk
about ‘The Impact of the Weather’. It is
some time since he was last with us and
there should be some interesting remarks
about our changing weather patterns. Let’s
hope that it allows him to get to us and
that the wellingtons are not needed for
other purposes!
Also at the Annual Meeting, Carol Henry
was elected to continue as our President.
Carol will be very pleased to tell you more
about our WI if you contact her on 758435.
Meanwhile, we hope that all members have
a very happy Christmas and that our 30th
year will be one of better health for those
of us who have been unwell during 2008.
Hilltop News

gifts to addresses in the Hilltop villages
and Chesham, where they were gratefully
received by the elderly residents. A lovely
102 year-old welcomed the children into
Christmas is coming…
her flat and shared some stories of her own
childhood with them. The school has been
ell, the first half of the autumn
overwhelmed by the ‘thank you’ letters
term has passed, our building
and phone calls which were received in
work has progressed very well
response to the day.  
and our new classroom should be finished
And so it is that we find ourselves
on time (meaning that Class 5 can move
at ‘that time of year’ again: angels and
into their new home for Christmas).   
shepherds, glitter
Meanwhile we
and glue, carols
were visited by
and parties. A most
OFSTED and are
exciting time when
pleased to report a
we’ll be celebrating
very positive result. In
in every way we
fact, we retained our
can. In the spirit of
‘good’ school status
Christmas we hope
whilst being graded
you might join us at
as ‘outstanding’ in
one or more of the
the area of Healthy
following events
Lifestyles. One of
…please just turn
the inspectors was
up, you will be most
heard remarking
Visiting the eldest resident
welcome:
that our children
At the school:
were “unhealthily
• Christmas Bazaar
healthy”. This
on Saturday
marvellous result was
6 December
down to an enormous
(11.30am
to 2pm)
amount of hard

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY SCHOOL

W

work and dedication
• Christmas Coffee
by all staff. Equally,
Morning on Friday
the children were
12 December at
beautifully behaved
9.15am
during the visit (as
• Nativity dress
always) and could not
rehearsal Friday
fail to impress our
12 December from
Sitting on the job! Preparing to make apple juice
visitors. Well done
1.30pm
everyone !
At Hawridge church:
We also had our annual harvest
• School Christmas Carol service Thursday
celebrations following the ‘usual’ format:
18 December at 10.30am
baskets and boxes of goodies sent in by all
We look forward to seeing you but if you
the families, together with harvest bread
cannot come, rest assured that we will
donated by Miss Elizabeth Tomlin, were
report back in January.  Have a peaceful
blessed by Reverend Burgess at our harvest
and happy Christmas.
assembly. The following morning groups
of parents and children distributed the
Hilltop News

Kay Bass 786016
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WINTER NEWS OF
HILLTOP PUBS
Even before the chill winds in the economy
began to bite, there have been changes
afoot for our village pubs. The Rose
and Crown has changed hands, the Full
Moon has been offered for sale, and the
management of the White Lion has been
restructured. This news column should help
bring you up to date with these and other
developments.
The White Lion
When her business partner in the White
Lion, Gary Heap, died suddenly at the
beginning of this year, Michelle Stratton
doggedly undertook to carry on performing
their combined managerial roles. Fulfilling
this ambition has proved exhausting. At
the same time, she and her son Murray,
had moved into the cramped, open plan
accommodation over the north half of
the building. However, without even a
self-contained kitchen, this has proved
unsustainable. Thus, the time has come
for a fresh start. Michelle has added the
management of the Grand Junction Arms at
Bulbourne to her portfolio whilst retaining
the responsibility for managing the White
Lion.
Michelle and Murray have now moved
into the more amenable accommodation
at the Grand Junction Arms. There, she will
be joined in a business partnership by the
redoubtable Amanda Lake, who has the
necessary cellar skills to relieve Michelle of
the day-to-day chores there.
Simultaneously, Jude and Jerry Smeiman
have taken up residence in the White Lion
as Michelle’s employees, having left a brief
sojourn at the Bull, which is now closed.  
Before that, Jude and Jerry had 14 and
seven years respectively running a very
popular pub in Cookham. Jerry will serve as
20

cellar man and Jude will be chef.
The White Lion has achieved Cask
Marque accreditation for its real ales
and has recently introduced an improved
wine list. No further changes to the
present popular beer and food offerings
are anticipated. In addition, there is a
progressive redecoration programme
underway. This will culminate in January
2009 when the public bar areas are to be
redone. All this work will be carried out
during hours when the pub is not open.
The Rose and Crown
Since mid August, Kerry Inch and her
fiancé, Marc Heywood, have taken on the
leasehold of the Rose and Crown where
they are maintaining its free house status.  
Although they are new to the pub trade,
Marc is a qualified chef with experience
running a club’s kitchen. The food offered
is home cooked, traditional English fare
including pies, steaks, sausage and mash,
etc. To add variety to the choices, there
are chef’s specials that vary according to
Marc’s inspiration. Main course prices range
from £7.50 to £14.00. Kerry has previously
worked in marketing.
Since Marc is a fan of real ales, we have
every expectation his offerings will not
disappoint. The four hand pumps provide
a permanent selection of Side Pocket
and Colley’s Dog from Tring Brewery,
London Pride and one guest ale which
will be changed on a frequent basis. On 5
November, the aptly named Sky Rocket was
the guest on tap. The two real ciders will
continue to feature, whilst the return of
perry is anticipated as well. Although the
wine list was unchanged from the time of
Sandra and Peter’s tenure, Kerry and Marc
are in consultation with their supplier to
present a complete revamp in time for the
holiday season.

up for sale in the trade press in September.
This was brought on by doubts raised
during tough negotiations with Peter
and Annie’s landlord, which had become
protracted over an unconscionable period
of time. At the end of October, that lease
issue was settled on terms with which the
Albertos could agree. Now, Annie is happy
to say:  “Peter and I are here to stay”. This
was a classic case in which a ‘Pub Co’ has
tried to milk unreasonable returns out of
businesses that are already being hit with
devastating cost increases for electricity,
heating, food, etc.
The Full Moon has been sponsoring a
series of events to raise funds in support of
the Help for Heroes charity in conjunction
with the British Legion. This charity’s
purpose is to fill the void left when
returning British military combatants are in
need of physical or mental support which is
no longer available to them from military
sources.  The series of events will culminate
on Saturday, 20 December with an evening
of live music at the Full Moon.

The winter cinema club evenings will
resume after the holidays in January. Annie
would welcome any suggestions from the
viewing public for films to present on their
wide screen.
The Black Horse
Meanwhile, the Black Horse is like a
tranquil island in a turgid sea. Mick
Goodchild reports that it is business as usual
with regular ups and downs. He takes heart
that their advance bookings for Christmas
celebrations have been coming in strong.   
Bill Ingram

The Full Moon
Those who follow the Hilltop pub scene
will know that the Full Moon was offered
Hilltop News
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CHOLESBURY cum
ST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY

T

he final ‘Hort Soc’ event of 2008 was
the AGM and supper with quiz, which
was held at Cholesbury Village Hall
on Friday 14 November. Around 60 people
attended what was, as always, an enjoyable
evening. The brief AGM with re-election
of committee members took place before
the meal. We are, once again, delighted
to have John and Diana Garner working
hard to ensure the smooth running of the
Society as Chairman and Secretary. It is a
wonder they find time to tend their own
garden!
If you have not yet renewed your annual
subscription, this can be done by contacting
Diana Garner on 758347. We were pleased
to welcome some new members to the
society this year, some of whom did well
at this year’s show, so others among you,
who are not already members, may wish
to consider joining. Membership costs
remain at £2 for another year and benefits
include the members-only summer evening
garden visit, reduced charges for your
show entries and discount at several local
garden centres. Members are reminded
to take their membership cards with them
for identification purposes when making
purchases from these nurseries.

Our first event of 2009, which will be the
70th anniversary year of the Society, will
be a flower arranging demonstration from
Tan Strong, who will recreate her Silver-Gilt
winning entry from Chelsea 08. This will
no doubt be an eye opener for those of
us for whom the art of arranging remains
shrouded in mystery! The event will take
place on Friday 20 March 2009 in the newly
refurbished St Leonards Hall, and notices
will be issued in the usual way nearer to
the event. However, this event is sure to be
well attended so make a note in your new
diaries now!
Other events for 2009 will include our
usual afternoon open garden/s with teas,
and once again the Society has opted to
donate the proceeds of this event to a
charity chosen from suggestions made by
members at the AGM. There will also be an
evening garden visit for members and, of
course, the annual show. Seed catalogues
for 2009 are available now, so what better
way to while away the winter evenings
than to plan ahead in hopes of future
successes (and something resembling a
decent spring and summer!).
Thank you to all members for your
support throughout 2008, without which
the Society would not be as strong as it is. I
hope that our younger members will ensure
that it continues for another 70 years!
Anne Brown 758890
Hort Soc Committee
(http://www.cholesbury.com/hortsoc.htm)

D o yo u n e e d h el p wi t h
your

Ma ths o r Ph y sic s
a t G CS E or A l e v e l ?
Experienced and Patient T utor
Competitive rates

Call Isobel Clark 758987
email : tutoring@cholesbury.com
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Evelyn Money – a tribute
Mrs Money, who lived in the Old Manor
House at Cholesbury for over 40 years, died
at Chiltern Court Care Home, in September,
a month before her 95th birthday. This is a
tribute to her and to a lifetime of service to
education, her church and the community in
which she lived.

S

he was a
person with
a strong
sense of duty
and very high
standards which
she applied
rigorously to
herself and to
others. Even in
the charming
photograph of her as a baby in her mother’s
arms (opposite) you can see the person of
energy, intelligence, and interest in the world
around her, that she became.
Her maiden name was Grosstephan, her
father’s family being French. Her grandfather
(1842-1907) was an apprentice cook to
Napoleon III at Versailles. By the time her
father was born in 1880, her grandfather had
become chef de cuisine in the service of the
Rothschilds in Tring. He was sent to school in
France aged eight and after that apprenticed
as a patisserie cook. Having learned his trade
he applied for service in the French navy and
travelled all over the world, returning to
Tring to become eventually Head Chef to the
Rothschilds. There he met Evelyn’s mother,
who was from Oxfordshire. They married in
1908.
Evelyn was born in 1913, the fourth of five
children, shortly before her father was called
up to the French army. He was taken prisoner
early in the war and did not return home for
5 years.
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Evelyn and her sisters were educated at
Berkhamsted Girls School. She then took
a teacher’s training course and gained a
diploma in Geography at the LSE. She taught
in several schools in the UK, and for one
year in France at Arras, and then for a year
at Kamloops in British Columbia, Canada.
She returned to become head teacher at
Lowndes Secondary School in Chesham (now
Chesham Park Community College). We have
a tribute to her from Muriel Richardson, who
was the school secretary when Evelyn was
headmistress.
“Miss Grosstephan (as she was then) was
a fine Headmistress. She was well respected
because her standards were extremely high.
These gave the girls a very good grounding
both in school, and that which ‘set them
up’ for the outside world. Her discipline was
firm, but fair. There must be many ex-pupils
who remember her rules with gratitude in
helping to set their own ground rules as
parents with children of their own. Miss
Grosstephan was extremely proud of her girls
and would always encourage them to enter a
worthwhile career on leaving school. If there
were hardship within a family, she would
endeavour to give even more encouragement
to that pupil.”
Miss Richardson concludes her tribute by
saying, “I will always remember Mrs Money
with gratitude and pride. A determined lady
for whom I had great respect.”
In 1960, Evelyn purchased the Old
Manor House at auction. At that time it was
condemned and due to be demolished. She
had this historic house, now listed, restored
by Humphrey Brothers of the Lee and made it
the charming home it is today.
Evelyn retired in 1973 and in 1978 married
Major General Robin Money. She said that
they had agreed that if they had 7 years
together they would be happy and content.
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That is exactly what they had, and they were.
The general died in 1985. His skill in
woodworking is evident in the house and
the church, and his expertise in photography,
in the archives of the local History Group.
Both of them gave generously of their time,
energy and knowledge to the various village
societies in which they were involved, some
of which they had initiated.
General Money was church warden at St
Laurence Church for many years and after
his death Evelyn continued in this role for
another 18 years. This duty was carried out
with devotion, strict attention to detail
and careful observance of clerical niceties.
For many years she presided over the cakes
and preserves stall at the Church fete, not
allowing the selling to start before the fete
was officially opened (though everyone  else
did), nor knocking down the price to get rid
of that last jar of plum jam. On one occasion,
someone, who long ago left the village,
sent out an emergency call for any spare
marmalade as she had promised Evelyn some
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for the fete, and dared not tell her she hadn’t
had time to make it, life and family having
intervened. This was no excuse to Evelyn. A
promise was a promise and she certainly lived
up to hers.
Evelyn loved her garden and delighted
in the beauty of her old-fashioned roses.
She was generous in sharing her plants and
many have found their way into our village
gardens. The Morello cherry and a white
peach trained against the walls of the house
were a source of joy or despair depending on
the weather or the birds. A lucky few would
occasionally be given a precious fruit gently
wrapped to protect it. They would also be
urged to appreciate the special attributes of
the medlar. Evelyn continued to weed and
prune, bravely but often perilously, even
when she could no longer move without her
sticks.
Evelyn played an active role in the
Horticultural Society for many years, both as
Chairman and then as President. She took the
annual show very seriously, would enter as
many classes as possible and be very pleased
if she got an award. At this year’s show Liz
Firth described how new recruits found
the committee meetings at the Old Manor
House rather intimidating. However she
remembered Evelyn as always a most gracious
Chairman and President who supported and
thanked her committee.  
Evelyn was a talented artist who enjoyed
painting and drawing the world about her.
Her pen and ink sketch of the Iron Age Fort
was used in the Hilltop Villages Millennium
Map. Most appropriately this continues now
as the Local History Group logo.
The Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Local
History Group became an important part of
Evelyn’s life almost as soon as she came to
the villages. The group began in 1963 and by
1966 she had joined the committee. General
Money was Chairman and Evelyn was put in
charge of refreshments. She herself became
Chairman in the 1990s. At the group’s recent
October meeting, Chris Brown remembered
how Evelyn’s experience as a Headmistress
25

Evelyn in her younger days

was used to the full when she rose to address
the members. In 2000 she stood down
but was appointed official Archivist and
President. The local history archives were her
particular interest and passion. She guarded
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the contents of the famous ‘Black Box’ with
vigour. This growing collection of documents,
photographs and assorted pieces of paper
relating to local houses, events and characters
of the past had begun with General Money.
It took some time to persuade Evelyn to
move it from his black tin trunk to a proper
filing cabinet. Those who wanted to look at,
borrow, or read anything may have found
Evelyn a little reluctant to allow items to leave
her care and she was meticulous in recording
their movements. What visitors to the Old
Manor House will also have discovered is the
depth of her knowledge and constant interest
in this area, not just in the past but in the
present and how she loved to share it.
As with anyone who has lived in the village
as long as Evelyn and contributed as much, we
value what she gave, and the way she gave it.
We regret her passing but have many good
memories of her and a life well-lived.
Joan Barnard & Paddy Thomas
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Church services – December 2008 & January 2009
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Incarnation
by the Reverend David Burgess
I’ll begin this month with a story I’ve
told before, concerning Pope John XXIII.
His personal warmth, good humour and
kindness captured the world’s affections.
Whenever his photograph was taken, John
would look directly at the camera and
smile.

O

n Christmas
Day 1958, he
became the
first pope to leave
Vatican territory
since 1870, when
he visited children
suffering from polio
at the Bambin Gesù
Hospital and then
visited Santo Spirito Hospital. The next day
he visited the Regina Coeli prison, one of
the worst in Rome, where he greeted the
prisoners with these words: “You could
not come to me, so I have come to you.”
These acts, particularly the Boxing Day visit,
created a sensation, and he wrote in his
diary:
“...great astonishment in the Roman,
Italian and international press. I was
hemmed in on all sides: authorities,
photographers, prisoners, wardens…”
“You could not come to me, so I have
come to you…” We’re used to the story
of Christmas being a multi-faceted tale.
Matthew’s and Luke’s Gospels provide
us with the story from several different
standpoints – Mary’s and Joseph’s,
Zechariah’s and Elizabeth’s, the shepherds
and the wise men, and that of the two
30
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authors themselves. The narratives would
form a long tale if put together.
But John’s Gospel condenses Christmas
into a single verse, almost bringing to us
the events from Jesus’ own point of view:
“The Word became flesh and dwelt among
us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the
One and Only, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth.”
The Christmas story, at its heart, is just
that—of Jesus coming to us when we could
not come to him and dwelling among
us. The word “incarnation”—putting on
flesh—is an exact description of how it
happened. Christians believe in a God
who wants to come alongside us, who has
identified with us and who has experienced
humanity to the full. This is how he brought
it about.
What John XXIII did clearly encouraged
and delighted many and challenged others.
He himself, though, would have been
the first to acknowledge the limits of his
powers. He could visit the inmates in their
prison, but he could not free them from it.
We can be thankful, therefore, that
Jesus, Son and Saviour does both. Because
of this… “We have seen His glory, the glory
of the One and Only, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.”
I wish you a peaceful and joyful
Christmas.

Yours in Christ,
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ST LEONARDS
Holy Baptism – 26 October 2008  Olivia Megan Haycock
CHOLESBURY
Holy Baptism – 26 October 2008   Jemima Grace Olive Verney

HAWRIDGE

A

ll Souls
Evensong on
2 November
– A most moving
evensong service was
held to commemorate
the lives of those
who have died during
the year in the four parishes – and we also
remembered all those we have loved and
cherished. If you would like a loved one to
be added to our Book of Remembrance,
please contact Sylvia Watson on 758914.
Remembrance Sunday on 9 November
– Our Holy Communion Service included an
Act of Remembrance with a two minute
silence for all those who have given their
lives for their country during war.
Ride and Stride on 13 September – We
would like to thank all those who took part
in the sponsored Ride and Stride in aid of
Bucks Historic Churches Trust. We raised
£110.
Christingle Service on 7 December at
3pm – Our Christingle service will be held
to help support the Children’s Society’s
vital work among children who face life’s
hardest challenges. There will be no other
service on this day.
Carol Singing on 16 December – We
meet at the Old School at 7pm and are
collecting for Save the Children Fund.
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Christmas Services - The Churchwardens
and congregation of St Mary’s send best
wishes to everyone for a Happy and
Peaceful Christmas and welcome you to our
Christmas Services:
Carol Service 24 December at 5.30pm
Family Communion 25 December at 9.30am
Joint service, Hawridge & Cholesbury on
28 December at 10.45am Do join us at
Hawridge for Parish Communion followed
by mulled wine and mince pies.
Hawridge Church Walking Group -  Details
to be advised.

ST LEONARDS

I

t is with much sadness that we
tell those of you who don’t
already know,
that Zoe Dowson
died at the end
of September.
Her funeral was
held on 6 October. The church,
which was decorated with garden flowers,
much loved by Zoe, was full of old friends
who were delighted to feel once again a
part of her life as David and Sarah, Zoe’s
son and daughter, led the service. You can
read more about her long and happy life
elsewhere in this edition.
Harvest Festival - It was wonderful to
have so many people - more than eighty
including children – filling the church with
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Celebrating the Harvest Festival

fruit, vegetables and flowers! David led
a family service which was enormously
appreciated and went on to the Village
Hall to welcome everyone there. We almost
overflowed in the newly enlarged Hall, but
somehow everyone found a place. Supper
was delicious as ever and the auction
conducted at such speed, people didn’t
even know they were parting with their
money! We made a profit of £517 - not
the main purpose of the evening but most
welcome! Our sincere thanks to everyone
who contributed. It was great fun!
Winter Tea Parties - These continue to
give great pleasure to a number of Hilltop
Villagers and there are certainly plenty of
people willing to give lifts to those who
need them. We will meet  – for Christmas
– on Wednesday 17 December when
Joanna Strevens has kindly agreed to sing
for us again for a short while in the church.
We look forward to seeing you all and any
friends you would like to bring along. We
are up to nearly thirty people on some
Wednesdays!
The Small Rural Parishes Forum met in
October in the Church Room. Discussion
was based on Steve Hollinghurst’s inspiring
Hilltop News

Little Bears

talk in Great Missenden last September and
we asked the question ‘What should we
be doing differently?’ It was decided we
should take a more pro-active approach
and discussed at some length the marketing
of the church and ways of getting it into
the wider community. It’s a really good
occasion for the smaller rural churches in
the Deanery to get together and share
ideas. Mike Sherratt from The Lee has
agreed to chair the meeting next April.
The leaning and flattened Headstones
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in the Churchyard have now, with one
exception, been righted and the churchyard
is once again very pretty in the late Autumn
sunshine as you look down towards the
field. Thank you to those of you who
contributed to the work involved.
Little Bears came to church to celebrate
their Harvest bringing with them gifts
to be disbributed to those less fortunate
than themselves. They were fascinated by
Virginia’s talk – ably helped by Charlie – and
enjoyed squash and biscuits in the church
room.
On Sunday 26 October, Ivor baptized
Olivia Megan Haycock who lives with her
parents, Sarah and Adam at The Chapel
House in Buckland Common. Ivor conducted
a traditional service of Matins which
was the wish of the family and we were
delighted to welcome Olivia, who smiled
throughout, into the church. She was
wearing a very beautiful family Christening
robe and we were especially thrilled to
have so many family members with their
children and babies at the service. It was a
most happy occasion!
We do hope as many people as possible
will join our Communion Service on Sunday
7 December when, with members of Ruth
Warren’s family, we are dedicating the two
beautiful altar cloths provided by some
of the legacy Ruth so generously left to
St Leonards. We will be meeting with the
family afterwards for a glass of wine in the

Olivia Haycock baptism
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Church Room. Do come!
On sunny days you can see that all our
windows sparkle. This is due to the great
generosity of Anne and Brian and their
friends who contributed to their further
repair and cleaning to celebrate the Lake’s
Golden Wedding. It has made a huge
difference and we are most grateful.
Christmas! - It’s been a busy year and
we almost feel the crib has hardly been
put into storage but that it’s coming out
again. The Carol Service, lasting only an
hour this year, and including the younger
members of the congregation, is on Sunday
21 December and on Christmas Eve we
have the Nativity at 3.30pm and Midnight
Communion at 11.30pm. On Christmas Day
there is a said Communion at 9am with a
short Family Service at 11.15am. It’s a hectic
time for everyone, but do try and spare a
few moments to join us for what is a very
special celebration. We’d love to see you!

CHOLESBURY

T

he church bell rang on Sunday 26
October as Mark and Melanie brought
their daughter
Jemima for baptism.
The bell had been
restored a few years
ago as a memorial
to the much loved
former Church
warden Mike Scarrott and Jemima is his
great granddaughter. Yo Scarrott and Sue
and Keith Sapey returned to Cholesbury for
the occasion.
This was also a village event and Dorritt
Cartmell, who has known Melanie since
she was a child, arranged the flowers
with Pauline Allum. A floral tribute to
Mike was included. Jemima behaved
perfectly throughout the service including
the baptism by David. Jemima’s four
Godparents are Mark’s brother Paul and
Melanie’s brother Sam and sister Tilly
and Hannah Howard, who used to live in
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‘Jemima’

Buckland Common. Parents, Godparents,
family and friends joined in the hymns
which included ‘Make me a channel of your
peace’ as a prayer for Jemima. Melanie
and Mark have settled in Shire Lane and
it will be lovely to see Jemima grow up in
Cholesbury.
The Harvest Supper and Auction was
a great success with a packed Village Hall
giving a party atmosphere. Some babies
were clearly attending their first harvest
Supper while older children acted as
runners to give out produce bought in the
Auction. Thanks again to Sue and James for
the Auction and Brigid and her helpers for
the chicken supper with plenty of ‘seconds’!  
The event raised £418 for Send a Cow.
Cholesbury took part in the Shoebox
Appeal again this year but not quite in the
way we had planned. We had arranged
our Giving Service for 23 November but
then learnt that the closing date to ensure
delivery to Eastern Europe was the 5th.  
We phoned as many people as we could
remember and eighteen Boxes were filled
for Christmas presents including a generous
number from the Haggarty family. Thank
you so much to those who responded at
such short notice and our apologies to
those that we missed.
Remembrance Sunday was observed
on 9 November and the names of the Six
Cholesbury and Buckland Common men
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who died in two World
Wars were read out.  Those
who fell in other conflicts
were remembered silently.
A collection of £37 will be
sent to the Royal British
Legion.
At the time of writing
the Autumn Tidy is still in
the future and our thanks
in anticipation. Already
the Council has made
an improvement in the
approach to the Church.
The scrub in the Camp by
the Church Drive has been cleared and the
shape of the Iron Age fortifications is now
much clearer.
Christmas will be celebrated this year
with two events:Carols by Candlelight will be held on
Sunday 21 December at 6pm when we
will remember the Christmas story with
readings and carols. Dave Clarke will bring
his choir to lead the congregation and sing
their Christmas songs. Mulled wine and
mince pies will be served afterwards.
Carol Singing round the Village will be
on Monday 15 December,  collecting for
Send a Cow. We will gather at the Village
Hall at 6.45 for nibbles and start singing at
7pm. Bring torches and wrap up well!
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Zoe Dowson

100 CLUB WINNERS
October 2008
1st Prize

£25

Mr T Matthews, The Vale
2nd Prize

£15

Mrs S Pritchard, Bellingdon
3rd Prize

£10

Mrs C Henry, Buckland Common
November 2008
1st Prize

£15

Mr C Matthews, St Leonards
2nd Prize

£10

Mrs L Priest, Bellingdon
New Members always welcome, please
contact the Treasurer, Mick Mariscotti
837093

CUT YOUR
HEATING BILLS
We don’t need reminding that household
gas and electricity costs have rocketed
this past year. Can we do anything to slow
down these rising energy costs? As space
and water heating account for around 60%
of the energy used in the average home,
this is a good place to start. Follow these
five tips to trim your heating bills:
1. Use your programmer to switch the
heating and hot water on and off and
set your thermostat at between 18 and
21°C. Every 1°C above this increases your
heating bill by 10%.
2. Avoid using the immersion heater to
heat water. The relatively high unit cost
of electricity makes it more cost effective
to use your gas boiler for this.
3. Switch supplier or switch tariff. If you
have Economy 7, time your washing
machine and dish washer to exploit the
cheaper night-time electricity tariff.   
4. Make the most of each use of a given
appliance. Wash clothes and dishes when
you have a full load ready to go. Switch
things off when not in use.
5. Insulate your home. Energy Saving Trust
now estimates annual savings of £160
from installing cavity wall insulation. This
is currently free to over 70s.
For advice on insulating your home, call
Cocoon on 0800 8048 777. This is a free,
council-supported service.
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oe Dowson died on 25 September,
peacefully at home, at the age of
ninety five. It was in 1963 that Zoe
and Dick, together with their two children,
moved from Prestwood to The Lee – a
move which was to be the start of a lifelong association with the Hilltop Villages.
Zoe much enjoyed and was well known for
her ever-increasing family of animals. Her
dogs, cats, ponies, goats, donkeys, chickens,
turkeys, ducks, rabbits, pigs and even
heifers, for a short while, made Kingswood
House a landmark and kept her extremely
busy! During this period of nearly twenty
years Zoe gave generously of her time
to the Darby and Joan Club and her
cooking, particularly at Pony Club Camp,
was legendary! Together with Dick, she
delivered Meals-on-Wheels for many years.
It was 26 years ago that Zoe and
Dick moved to Russet Barn in Buckland
Common where Zoe continued to enjoy
the friendships she had made in her early
years in the neighbourhood and was
able to continue to share her wisdom
and strong Christian values with so many
friends. She herself was a good and faithful
friend and a constant source of help and
encouragement to so many people.
Several members of her family lived
nearby and their expanding numbers were
a source of great joy to her and a very
important part of her life. She rejoiced
particularly in the birth of Olivia and
Emily, her two great grandchildren, whose
Christening party she was able to attend in
July.
Zoe had many other interests and her
skill as a photographer; her beautifully
made soft furnishings and her knitting
abilities, her involvement sorting clothes
for charities and her open-house coffee
mornings in aid of Macmillan Nurses meant
Zoe was never idle!  
Thank you, Zoe. You lived a good life
and a full one.
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FOOK-SENG YEE
The family of Fook-Seng Yee, who sadly
passed away on 14 November 2008 aged
60, would like to express their thanks
for the kind messages of condolence
received.

THE THURSDAY CLUB
Thanks to all who came to the Wine &
Cheese tasting, our first Social Evening in
the 2008/2009 Calendar. Welcome to the
new members who joined since then.
On 18 December we have our Christmas
Party, with entertainment from David
Clarke and Friends. It will be a Bring &
Share for the Food. Please bring your own
booze. Cost £2.00 for Members and £2.50
for Non Members (no increase for 3 years).
Socials to come, at St Leonards Village Hall:
15 January from 2.30pm: games and Tea
plus cakes (any contributions welcome).
19 February at 7.30pm: Quiz Night with
Ploughmans supper. Price TBC.
Guy Williams

THANK YOU
I would like to say a big Thank You for
all the lovely flowers, Get Well cards
and messages I have received over the
last weeks. What it is to live in such a
caring community. The support and
good wishes of my friends in the Hilltop
Villages is much appreciated.
Joan Walton
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The Local
Woodman

managed as coppice, a traditional method
of management, which involves the
regular cutting of young shoots growing
from the stumps of trees such as Ash, Oak
and Hazel. The wood cut from coppice,
known as underwood, supplied a range of
traditional products and supported a large
rural workforce for centuries. Woods, in
these times, were seen as a vital, renewable
There is a man in the wood with a chainsaw.
resource, of central importance to the local
What’s he up to? Has he come to mess up
economy.
Timber from the larger trees was used
our beautiful, natural woods? Has someone
for beams, posts, planks, gateposts and
decided they want to make some easy
the like. Wood from smaller trees and
money by cutting down our fine old trees?
coppice material provided the poles for
smaller constructions such as sheep or cattle
ell I don’t think so. In fact he will
hurdles or pens, fencing, domestic articles
probably be involved
and wattle and daub filling
in some really
struts. Some was tied into
important work to ensure the
faggots
or chopped into billets
long-term future of our Chiltern
for
firewood
or made into
woodlands. We are so fortunate
charcoal, which would have
to live in such a special place.
been used in brick or tile kilns.
The Chiltern Hills, rich in wild
The Thames provided the
life, designated as an AONB for
all
important
trade link with
over 40 years, covering an area
London and so the Chiltern
of 383 sq. miles, is apparently
wood trade grew in line with
one of the most popular areas
the rapid growth of the city and
for walking in Europe!
the consequent rising demand
The Chiltern Hills area is
for fuel wood. This traditional
also one of the most densely
coppice management practice
wooded regions of the country, Pole lathe turner c1920
continued for centuries until
but this has not come about
improving
roads
and the arrival of the canals
by chance. As natural as our woodland
began to connect the country’s industrial
might seem to be, it is in fact the product
centres. Coal began to arrive in quantity,
of centuries of very thorough management,
prices fell and so did the demand for fuel
a constant process of planting, protecting,
wood.
tending, cutting, and felling. I think that it
The shift from this mixed coppice to the
is really important that we understand how
high beech woodland we know today took
and why our landscape has evolved in the
place very gradually. As the old markets
ways that it has. With this knowledge we
were being lost, new ones were developing.
then have a chance to play our part in doing
Furniture, produced in and around High
whatever we can to ensure its future vitality.
Wycombe, could now be sold, not just in
Even in Medieval times our area stood
London and the local area, but to cities in the
out as being heavily wooded. But woodland
north of England.
then would have been much more open
The nature of the woodlands changed but
with a range of species of different sizes
management continued and the woodlands
and ages. Many woods would have been
flourished. Chair making, which had been

Local Calendar 2009
- An Ideal Christmas Present?
I am producing a limited edition calendar
for 2009 with photographs I have taken
myself, featuring local scenes, in order to
raise funds for my trip to Tanzania.
Trips to Tanzania seem to run in our family.
Many of you may remember a couple of
years ago when Toby, my brother, had to
raise money to go on a World Challenge
trip to Northern Tanzania. This time it
is my turn and I am raising money to go
to Southern Tanzania next summer. Two
teachers will accompany a group of twenty
Chesham High students, myself included,
on this once-in-a-lifetime expedition. This
is the first World Challenge trip to be
specialised around academic subjects, and it
will give all of us valuable learning experiences about the geographical and biological attributes of Tanzania. Whilst there,
we will be doing various things, such as
trekking through the jungle, local community project work, studying the ecology of
the African wildlife and experiencing local
village culture. Part of the initial challenge
is to raise the money for the trip ourselves.

W

If you would like to reserve a copy at £8
each, please contact me, Katie Thwaites, on  
758 079 or e-mail me at kat_is_cool_hehe@
hotmail.com.
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Hengrove Wood, with
one of the many rural
a big wagon drawn
crafts practised in the
by two shire horses.
area for centuries, grew
Later in the day, they
into a thriving industry
would return with a
at the end of the 18th
heavy load of timber
century.
destined for ‘Bunkers’
There are many
on Hivings Hill, in
images of ‘bodgers’
at work in the beech
Chesham”.
woods and, indeed,
My neighbour
throughout the 19th
also recalls the large
century they were still
tree trunks that used
to be found at work in
to lie on Hawridge
these woods. Using the
common, opposite
smaller trees, as they
Tomlins yard, (now
were thinned, they
the blacksmiths).
would cut, split, roughly
Tomlins were the
shape and finally turn
local undertakers and,
the wood into chair
one assumes, they
legs and spindles. Using
were still processing
simple and portable
local timber in the
tools these men worked
30’s; perhaps they
in the woods wherever
were sawing elm to
the trees were being
produce coffins?
felled. Their products
However, within
were then taken to
the memory of just
the factories to be
one generation
assembled into chairs.
the expectation of
In fact, by the time
self-sufficiency in
the photographers
town and village has
Milling oak in Hengrove Wood
were taking their
gone. We now live,
pictures of the bodgers in the woods, their
of course, in a world of global markets. If we
days were already numbered. Inevitably, new
want to buy some timber today, it is more
machinery and mass production systems had
likely to come from Russia or Canada than
arrived and the traditional ways were being
from Britain and it is very unlikely indeed
lost. Worse than that, by the early 1900’s a
that it has come from the Chilterns; the local
large proportion of the timber being used in
markets are no longer there.
the big furniture factories in Wycombe, was
Should we be concerned? Well, yes, I think
being imported from North America!
we should. The consequence of this loss is
Chesham, meanwhile, had developed its
that many of our small woodlands are no
own little industrial centre making general
longer being actively managed.  Many woods
‘woodware’: bowls and bread boards, rolling
are ageing and in decline because it is only by
pins and wooden spoons, butter prints and
removing trees and clearing spaces for young
clothes-hangers. Beech was the ideal wood,
trees to establish themselves that we can
supply was still plentiful and it was certainly
ensure a healthy, living wood and a thriving
still being carted into Chesham in the 1930’s
environment for wildlife. This can only
as my neighbour can recall,
happen if we can, once again, find markets
“Two men would come by, on their way to
for our timber.

trees and woodland.  
As the present owner
I have bought a new
of Hengrove Wood, I have
mobile sawmill with
an interest in this subject.  
help from the Rural
In fact, sometimes I
Development Agency
am that man in the
and can now offer
wood with a chainsaw
my milling services
cutting down a fine old
throughout the Chilterns
tree. Continuing where
region. I hope that in
Bunkers left off, I have
the future I will also
found ways to convert
be able to supply local
those trees into quality
timber in this area and
timber there in the
products made from that
woods, to season it and
timber. Just as many of
then to use it for many
us want to support our
purposes. I very rarely buy
local farmers at Farmers’
timber; it grieves me if I
Markets, I believe that
have to. I understand that
many of us would
our global market system Oak-framed barn under construction,
timber from Hengrove Wood
choose to buy and use
makes some kind of
local timber if that option were available
economic sense but common sense tells me
to us. In so doing, we would be helping
that we should be using our local resources
to ensure the long-term vibrancy of these
wherever possible rather than transporting
beautiful Chiltern woodlands.
goods half way round the world! I am hoping
that I will be able to expand the work that
Steve Roberts 01296 624043
I have been doing for many years and help
others to make more productive use of their
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HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

Three of a kind
So an unexpected cold easterly wind
unusually brought freezing rain and
snow at the end of October. For any selfrespecting wildlife, which was hoping
for a prolonged warm spell, that snap
has signalled winter is on the way. For
migrating birds such as geese and swans,
which had been reported delaying their
journeys from Scandinavia and beyond,
this was sufficient to trigger the packing
of bags for the flight south. Last winter
was much wetter, warmer and generally
unsettled than normal. This year there
is expected to be a return to cooler,
but slightly dryer
conditions. With the
water table remaining
high, footpaths and
bridleways will remain
‘claggy’ and waterlogged.

T

hree birds which
make their
presence
known, even in the
heart of winter, are
thrush, great tit
and robin. Song
thrushes are, in
January, one of
the few to provide
a musical tune at
either end of bleaker
days. Silent since the summer,
Mavis (as it is colloquially known) has a
distinctive and mellifluous sound, heard
as night turns to day and day to night,
singing for up to an hour. Each stanza
starts with a sound not unlike “January
42

joy”. Listen out for a particular bird’s
unique signature notes which typically
will be repeated three times during its
repertoire of resonant reprises. Their
smaller relative, the mistle thrush, has
an altogether more random song, a kind
of improvised jazz but more persistent
when the weather is inclement for which
they have gained the name ‘storm cocks’.
Meanwhile, during the short days, great
tits launch into song, a triplet of “teacher,
teacher, teacher” high up in a barebranched tree. Ironically, during the season
of good will, the iconic robin is at its most
fierce, defending its territory and chasing
off every red-breasted opportunist that
dares to make an appearance with an
equally strident vibrato call.
Three things to look out for!
First, during October/November,
this part of the Chilterns has
been host to a festival of
kites displaying
over the open
fields at Braziers
End and St
Leonards. Several
sightings have been
made, indicating this
may continue to be a
regular feature in this
area. Such mass sightings
signify that the birds are
supplementing their scavenging
with food specially provided for them.
Second, winter parasites. How do you
get rid of those irritating fleas, ticks and
mites from your feathers? In a dry summer,
a dust bath can do the trick but in winter
Hilltop News

what options do you have? Well try out
what crows can be seen doing this time of
year by using the smoke from chimneys. It
can make the eyes water but you should
be able to stick it out longer than
your unwelcome visitors.
Third, one of the earliest
signs that the season is
on the turn are the
catkins of hazel,
in clusters
of

three,
slender and
brown at first but early January
sees them lighten and turn from pale to
brimstone yellow.
Every three years or so we are invaded
by a third and most colourful Scandinavian
visitor whose sole purpose in visiting seems
to be food shopping. Waxwings, with
their sleek beige coats overlain with russet
brown and with black, yellow and white
highlights, are particularly partial to the
red and orange berries of cotoneaster,
pyracantha and vibernum bushes that
adorn supermarket car parks. They start
with the north-east coastal outlets but as
the weather hardens they move south and
west so a cold snap could bring them to
a local Tesco, Waitrose or Sainsbury (with
the obvious bonus of nectar points!) or to
your garden.
A triplet of trees to look up to:
Sycamores with the most ungainly
arrangement of branches of all our local
trees hold the key. The last bunches of
bedraggled, winged fruit (keys) hang
waiting to be wrenched away and assisted
on their journey by just one more gust.
Later on, the first pale green buds of the
new season are visible, having shed their
waxy scales. Also making a show; the
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more subdued
spear-shaped beech
buds remain tightly
shut but have turned
a dark purple and now
stand out aside the rusty
leaves retained on the tree
to protect these more delicate
buds. Oak leaves may remain into
December in more sheltered spots,
if the weather permits. On bright days
the leaves appear pink. This is partly due
to the remaining pigments gradually being
milked of their remaining goodness as
the tree withdraws vital elements into
its sap. However, the colour is sometimes
augmented by disc-shaped protuberances,
containing the larval stage of the spangled
gall wasp. The tree produces these
structures in an attempt to isolate itself
from the invader, but provides just the
protection the larva needs to mature into
an adult.
Three so-called cold-blooded animals,
snails, newts and snakes are forced into
hibernation from now onwards. It is not
just the temperature, but the lack of
accessible water when temperatures fall to
around zero or below.
In the invertebrate world there is
often a correlation between speed and
longevity. Take the garden snail, which
can apparently travel at up to 0.03mph or
about 2’ 6” per minute. Life expectancy is
10 years in captivity, but two years in the
wild. For half that time it will be totally
inactive, living within its shell and sealed
from the outside world by a bung of
mucus called an epiphragm. Before closing
the door on winter the snail will have
perhaps followed the trail laid down by
other snails down an old mouse hole or
under a stone.
The three species of newt: smooth,
palmate and great-crested, can also live
for up to a decade. From late November
they hibernate within stone walls, piles
of logs or occasionally within the mud of
43

their breeding ponds, until emerging in
late February or March. They can travel up
to two miles to find a suitable breeding
pond.
Each of the three British snakes: grass,
smooth and adder hibernate and choose
regular sites known as hibernacula.
Typical are old rabbit scrapes. Unlike the
previous examples, snakes have already
found a safe haven by now. The young of
grass snakes hatch from eggs in October
and immediately seek refuge for the
winter. Snakes will only emerge when
temperatures have maintained certain
levels over a number of days and will
quickly seek sunny areas in which to bask
and warm up. Much of their hunting is
done from water in which they are most
agile swimmers.
Three books of a kind for Christmas
now: ‘Food for Free’ by Richard Mabey
is full of interesting stories, superstition
and use by man of plants we can forage
for today. ‘Notes From Walnut Tree Farm’
and ‘Wildwood, a Journey Through Trees’
are both by the late Roger Deakin. From
a quick browse, they are full of brilliant
observations and writings on everyday life
in the countryside and the wider world.
That’s all this time, so let me have any
observations as always.
chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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Three generations of
fine brickmaking
Members of the Matthews family (and,
by marriage, Reynolds) have been active
in several capacities in the Hilltop Villages
over many years. The generosity of the
family is well known: most recently with the
donation of bricks to build the extension to
St Leonards Village Hall. The Cricket Club
has benefited from their continuous support
and were supplied the materials to extend
their much-admired clubhouse. Hilltop News
Longest serving employee Dave Penn with
George Reynolds at the brickyard

asked Trafford Matthews to give an insight
into his renowned local family business.

H

G Matthews (known as George) was
born in 1895. He and his brothers
Dennis, William (Bill), and Alf were
all builders with Chesham firm Jesse Mead,
before Dennis and Bill then set up their own
business. Dennis was killed at the Somme
just before the end of the First World War,
leaving Bill to continue and establish a fine
reputation for quality building. Some of the
finest examples are in Devonshire Avenue,
Amersham. He produced many of his own
building materials and ran joinery workshops.
In time, self-sufficiency in bricks would follow.
Brothers Alf and George were encouraged
to set up brick manufacturing businesses. Alf
formed Bovingdon Brickyard and George
founded H G Matthews in 1923 at Lye Green.
The Bellingdon site was purchased soon
afterwards.
The first site for extracting the clay was
The Park, a field adjacent to the present
Bellingdon location. In the early days the
clay was dug out by hand during the winter
and the bricks made between April and
46

Henry George Matthews

September as they dried in the open air.
Horses were used to turn the pug-mill that
mixed the clay. There was no mains water on
site – needed to soften the clay just before
moulding into shape – but a well (George’s
Well) was located just off the main drive to
the works. Production methods have changed
little over the years, although a brick-making
machine and brick driers have been installed
so that production can continue all year
round. One of the biggest innovations,
Trafford says, was the introduction of fork-lift
trucks to replace wheel barrows to transport
the bricks! The kilns were originally fired by
wood, later coal and, since 1957, oil.
There is something special about the clay
here. It is mixed with loam which forms 1020 per cent of the overall composition. This
mixture is found only in isolated pockets in
the Chiltern Hills and gives the ‘Bucks’ and
‘Chesham’ multi-bricks their distinctive colour.
The loam stabilises the bricks during firing
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and greatly enhances the final colours.
Business prospered but there was a halt in
production during the War because the red
glow from the kilns during firing might be
seen by enemy aircraft! Just after the War,
23 brickyards were operating within a seven
mile radius of Chesham. Today there are
only three, due mainly to clay reserves being
exhausted and cheaper non-local bricks being
used in the area.
In 1943 George bought a run-down
Dundridge Manor and (for the clay supply)
200 acres of surrounding farmland at auction
for £10,000 (Son Tim later had the foresight
to buy additional adjacent land to ensure a
future supply for the next generation).
Given the nature of the brickworks
business, you might expect to see ugly
excavation scars around our villages. You
don’t, as Matthews ensure a strict policy
of land restoration to preserve the natural
beauty of the area. When a large water
reservoir (to supply Chesham) was installed
within the boundary of Dundridge Manor
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in 1984, the spoils were used to fill a clay
pit a couple of fields away, which is now
landscaped using native trees. Other clay
pits at the Bellingdon site have been filled
with inert material from local building sites.
Even a small lake (now gratefully occupied
by ducks) has been created using some of the
rain water channelled from the roofs of the
site buildings. The rest of the water is used
in the brick-making process, so there is little
demand on the mains supply.
When Henry George Matthews died
suddenly in 1957, sons Tim and Jim and
daughters Teresa and Sally took over the reins
and the business continued to thrive. Sadly,
Teresa died in 1991 and Tim died in 1996, but
Uncle Jim, as Trafford calls him, still helps out
on site.
H G Matthews has since diversified, with
Sally Reynolds (George’s daughter) and
her son Marcus farming much of the land
around Dundridge and grandson William
managing the specialist fireplace business,
set up in 1993. Other grandsons, Trafford
and Jim, run the brickyard. Their mother
Katharine and aunt Sally look after the
office/administration. These six partners, as
Trafford stresses, have an enormous trust in

Digging the much-valued raw material
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each other, which is the foundation of H G
Matthews’ continued success.
Of the 28 staff currently working at the
brickyard, all but one live within a ten mile
radius of the Bellingdon site. A measure of
loyalty is shown by the fact that the staff
have clocked up a staggering 252 years
combined service. The longest serving
employee, Dave Penn, has been with the firm
42 years and still lives in Cholesbury.
In 2006 H G Matthews won a National
Award from the Brick Development
Association for ‘Best Public Building of the
Year’ for the 120,000 bricks supplied to
University College London. The grey-browns
are the same type used for St Leonards
Village Hall.
Matthews Bricks have been supplied as
far afield as Moscow and The Falklands.
Prestigious building jobs include Chequers,
Sadlers Wells Theatre, School of Oriental
and African Studies in London’s Russell
Square, Chesham Clock Tower, Dr Challoners
Grammar School and Tesco’s (Tring and
Amersham). The quality and diversity of
Matthews bricks is evident in that they
are used extensively for matching in old
buildings. The company also specialises in
reproducing difficult and unusual shapes: a
service regularly sought by the National Trust.
Trafford has worked out that H G
Matthews has produced over 100 million
bricks at Bellingdon. Laid end to end (in
the tried and trusted fashion) these would
stretch two thirds of the way round the
world!
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The Cyclists: from the left, Heidi Dore, Tan Strong, Karen Quilter, Paula Hurd and Helen Pert.

Running
and riding
for charity
Some of the Hilltop Village’s super-fit
ladies have been putting in plenty of time
and effort these past few months to raise
money for worthwhile causes. Helen Pert
tells us about the Cholesbury Cyclists and
Linsey Cresswell reports on the Buckland
Common Runners.

The Cholesbury Cyclists

T

his sounded like a good team name
for the ladies group of cyclists made
up of Heidi Dore, Paula Hurd, Karen
Quilter, Tan Strong and myself.
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So with a name in place, the hard work
began! We were working towards our
‘debut outing’ in September with the aim
of completing 45 miles from Buckingham
Palace to Windsor Castle. And all for a good
cause - the Prince’s Trust has been running
this event for years now and helped
thousands of disadvantaged young people
as a result. What better reason could we
ask for?
It was a great event when it happened
and the accompanying photo shows how
pleased we were when it was over. Not
least because the day of the event (the
culmination of all our training) heralded in
a few weeks of calm and sunnier weather
than we had seen all summer. After weeks
of battling through showers, rain storms
and, even hail, we really had begun to
wonder if we would ever get to ride our
bikes in the sunshine again!
So what were the highlights? Being able
to say we had done it. On the day of the
event, having cycled across Putney Bridge,
we eventually reached Richmond Park and
we realised what Heathcliff in Wuthering
Heights must have felt like when he lurched
Hilltop News

across the Yorkshire moors in
the wind and rain calling out
Cathy’s name. Wet, windy and
grim come to mind! But worry
not, our story has a very happy
ending, as after 3.5 hours of
soggy riding we rounded the
hill to see the splendour of
Windsor Castle - and soon
after, a gentle cycle up the
‘mile’ approach to the Castle
and (hurrah!) the finish. We
loved working towards the event
together. We spent many days
over the wet summer, cycling up
and down the Chiltern Hills - good quality
time catching up on each other’s news and
gossip. What fun!
Together we raised more than £1,000
for charity. What a great result for young
disadvantaged people. A huge thank you
to all of you who helped us to achieve this
huge total!
Would we do it again? Of course we
would! As we sit in our dry comfortable
homes and enjoy the autumn sunshine,
anything seems possible - already the rainy
memories are fading. And after all, what
better way to escape the household chores
than to be able to use the excuse “I am
off training on my bike- see you later”.
We look forward to welcoming some new
members the Cholesbury Cyclists next year!
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The Runners: from the left, Linsey Cresswell,
Jenny MacClean, Sarah Jones.

The Buckland Common
Runners

O

ctober 5th might have been a very
rainy day here in the Hilltops but in
Newcastle the weather was perfect
for running.
Sarah Jones and myself from Buckland
Common along with Jenny MacLean from
Aston Clinton did the Great North Run,
all 13.1 miles of it, and ran in support of
Leukemia Research, Cancer Research and
the Silver Star Society based at the John
Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford.
Times were “reasonable”, Sarah
managed 2 hours 20 minutes while Jen and
Linsey came in at 2  hours 30 minutes.
Husbands Neil and Mick went up to
support them; made sure the girls didn’t
partake in a glass of wine the night before,
get them to the start line, see the Red
Arrows and drive them home again!
If you bump into any of them, ask about
the Host and Hostess from the B&B where
they stayed on the Saturday night, they
were “interesting” to say the least!
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From hell
to heaven
Last summer I put my name down as
willing to rescue ten battery hens from the
Battery Hen Welfare Trust. The charity has
so far saved over 100,000 hens from the
20 million that are sadly slaughtered each
year.

I

Hawridge & Cholesbury FC Winners Chesham League Season 1951-52. Back row, left to right:
‘Spatty’ Brown, Mick White, Harry Cope, Frank Sabatini, Pat Dodds, Sid Brown, Jeff ‘Twink’ White,
Bob Hawes, Major Waldren, Donny Gomm. Middle row: Norman Pearson, Fred (Gosher) White,
Moss Norwood. Front: Ken ‘Kipper Feet’ Wallis, Ken Norwood.

Our champion
soccer team
Our thanks to Alan Brown for finding this
photograph and searching the background
to the successful Hilltop football team.

H

awridge & Cholesbury Football Club
was founded after World War II and
originally played at St Leonards. Two
of the players, Micky White and Sid Brown,
lived nearby and were instrumental in
forming the club.
After four seasons they moved to
Cholesbury, playing where the cricket pitch
is now established. Micky White had moved
to Post Office Cottages, living next door to
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Pat Dodds. The team comprised three White
brothers and two Norwoods, who were the
youngest and very talented local players.
The team had its fair share of success
and won the Chesham & District League
in the early 1950s and also the District
League Cup. The photograph was taken at
the Chesham FC ground after winning the
League Championship.
The cricket club needed to work on
the square in 1953 (in those days it was
nothing like the flat green sward of today),
whereupon the football team moved to
play at Bellingdon in John Page’s field.
We believe that only two of the players
are still alive: the Norwood brothers who
live in Bellingdon. If anyone has more
information or photos, Alan Brown will be
delighted to hear from you (758647).
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n late September I drove to a collection
point down a very smart residential road
in Epsom and joined an orderly queue of
people with cat baskets, cardboard boxes
and wire cages. Fortunately it was a lovely
afternoon, because selecting, catching and
caging a couple of hundred birds is not a
speedy process. Talking to others in the
queue, I commented on how sad the hens
looked, but was quickly corrected with,
“but these are the lucky ones!” My ten
‘girls’ were picked up, their nails clipped
and, having paid £1 for each bird, I was on
my way.
With a cold spell forecast and with next
to no feathers, the hens could not be put
into an open summer run; so I housed them
in a large deep litter barn with one open
side. For the first two days of freedom they
just sat where I put them. It took some
while for them to get their balance and
any attempts to scratch the litter usually
resulted in the bird falling over. However, a
month later three birds have learnt to perch
and have now reached the giddy height of
five inches off the ground. The others try
but still fall off.
Hopefully I placed nest boxes on the
ground and have been pleasantly surprised
to get, even from day one, between four
and eight eggs a day. As they are not
perching and their upper beaks have been
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shortened, I am leaving the lights on to
allow extended feeding. Doubtless the
clipped beak will grow back but, until it
does, feeding takes time.
The birds are now very tame and greet
me every time I walk by: great time-wasters
I fear! But it is so lovely to see them free
and scratching normally in the litter for the
first time in their lives.
Those wanting further
information about
rescuing battery
hens can contact
the Trust at
www.bhwt.
org.uk
Sally
Reynolds
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Shrewd Little Fellows
cannot bear to have another on its territory.
Aggressive territorial encounters are
mammals, their ancestors having evolved
therefore frequent and are punctuated with
about 50 million years ago. Whilst we think
high pitched screams as the tiny animals
of them as small mice with long snouts,
wrestle with each other; but it’s more of a
squeaking contest and they rarely inflict any
they are more closely related to moles and
real damage.
hedgehogs.
In our area, we can come across three
ecause shrews are mainly nocturnal
different types of shrew. As the name
and spend most of their time
implies, the common shrew is the most
underground, we do not often see
abundant - the one we are most likely to
them. Yet they are extremely active – always
spot. Its body is about 7 cm long with a tail
on the go as they forage for food. The little
half as much again; it weighs in at about 7
mammal has such a high metabolic rate
gm. The habitat is deciduous woodland and
that it needs to consume its body weight
tussocky grass, especially along road verges.
in food every day. Such is its drive to eat
It often digs for prey which it locates with
that, if it cannot find normal prey – such as
its long snout and, as it has poor eyesight, it
slugs, snails, earthworms, spiders,
uses its whiskers and a combination
beetles, woodlice – it can
of smell and echoturn cannibal. Shrews
location to find
have toxins in their
its way around.
saliva for stupefying
Though mainly
their prey; the poison
earthbound, the
acts like a snake’s
little animal has
venom by slowing
been known to climb
the heartbeat until
several metres up trees
breathing stops.
in its search for food.
They are preyed
The common shrew breeds in
Common shrew
upon by a variety of
the summer with a couple of litters
predators including owls, hawks, magpies,
of about six young which develop very
jackdaws, weasels, stoats, adders and
rapidly and become independent in about
domestic cats. Because the shrew’s skin
a month. Though it is one of Britain’s most
has foul smelling and tasting glands (for
abundant mammals, numbers have fallen
marking territory rather than defence), few
significantly in recent years because of the
of these predators will actually eat a shrew.
use of pesticides and herbicides which both
That’s why we are more likely to see a corpse
destroy the animal’s shelter and kill the
than a rather secretive, live shrew. Only
invertebrates on which it feeds. Shrews do
birds, which have a poorer sense of smell,
not hibernate but tend to spend the winter
will stomach the little creature.
in hedge bottoms and copses among dead
Outside the breeding season, a shrew
leaves, emerging into fields and rough
Shrews are among the oldest surviving

B

54

Hilltop News

pasture as summer arrives.
Then there’s the pygmy shrew, weighing
just 6 gm - Britain’s smallest mammal with
a body a little over 5 cm long. It is so tiny
that it is near the lower size limit at which
a warm-blooded animal can exist. It loses
so much energy as body heat that it must
constantly search for food – and will starve
to death if it fails to eat for more than two
hours. No obesity problem here! It bustles
along shallow tunnels made by other
animals in the soil and avidly consumes
more than its own body weight every day
of spiders, tiny beetles and insect larvae.
Females produce several litters of about
six young in the summer. Youngsters
leave the nest after three weeks and are
themselves raising families a few weeks
after. Not surprisingly, given their feeding
requirements, many young die within the
first few months and it is rare for a pygmy
shrew to come through a second winter.
All shrews tend to be more abundant in
damp places where their prey is common.
But the third type, the water shrew, will take
to the water in the hunt for a wider range
of prey including tadpoles, molluscs, fish and
even quite large frogs. It has sharp teeth
for gripping slippery creatures and strong
venom in its saliva that can immobilise.
Darker and a little bigger than the common
shrew, the water shrew is a shy secretive
animal that is rarely seen but can, like the
others, make a lot of high pitched noise.
Because of the air trapped under its fur,
the water shrew is so buoyant that it has
to dive into water to break the surface and
then paddle frantically simply to stay under
- for about 20 seconds at a time. A fringe of
bristly hairs along the underside of the tail
acts as a rudder and the tail is used to grip
submerged twigs and branches as the little
Hilltop News

animal explores the bottom of a pond or
stream, turning over stones to reveal a tasty
meal.
The breeding cycle is similar to that
of other shrews with a short period
of gestation, rapid development and
comparatively short life span. Young water
shrews leave the nest at about four weeks
and, at this stage, families have been seen
to travel in procession , the (probably
pregnant) mother leading and each
youngster holding on to the one in front
– as in the illustration.
To close on a literary note, Shakespeare
did much, of course, to publicise the human
version of this little furry mammal. He used
the word ‘shrewd’ to mean ‘ill-natured’ or
‘uncomfortably near the mark’ rather than
the modern ‘of sound judgement’ and he
gave his shrew Kate torrents of wonderfully
sharp, spiteful invective.
Jim Hetherington 758836
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CURVACEOUS COOK

Dear Editor,
You might be interested to learn

Slow Roast Lamb

that Hilltop News now has a near
international reach. I recently received

I am a great believer in simple food, or meals that can be made ahead or even frozen before everyone arrives for Christmas,

an e-mail from a Shane McCurdy,

so that the hard work and maximum time has already been spent, and I am then free to spend the time with my family and

of whom I had never heard – but

guests when they all arrive. This year is particularly special for me as my whole family will be together for the first time in a

my grandmother was a McCurdy. It
turned out that he was no relation,
lived in Northern Ireland, and had
for 30 years been researching every
McCurdy he could find. He knew that

year, so I want to treasure every moment before they all jet off again!
I made this Slow Roast Lamb dish this autumn and it worked really well. I used a leg of lamb from Hazeldene Farm in
Chesham, but actually think that a lean shoulder would have been just as good, and much less expensive. I didn’t freeze it,
but the work involved at the start of the day was minimal, and then it just sat in the oven really slowly till we ate it! It easily
fed six, and would probably have done eight.

my grandmother had married a William

2 tbsp olive oil

Fletcher Nicholson so he Googled him

2 kg/4lb leg of lamb

and found Hilltop News with my name

2 tbsp plain flour

and e-mail address!

2 onions, thinly sliced

Fletcher Nicholson

4 garlic cloves, thinly sliced
75cl dry white wine
600ml/1 pint chicken stock
1 tsp dried oregano
2 tbsp redcurrant jelly
salt and freshly ground black pepper
Preheat the oven to 170C/325F/Gas 3.
Pour the oil into a large, sturdy roasting tin and set it over the hob.
Season the lamb then roll it in the flour. Brown the lamb all over in the hot oil for 5-10 minutes, then remove from the tin
whilst you fry the onions for 5-10 minutes till browning.
Put the lamb back into the pan and add the garlic, white wine, stock, oregano and redcurrant jelly, bring to a simmer and
cook in the oven for 3-3½ hours, basting now and again with the liquor. I put in the bottom of the Aga for about 5 hours.
There should be a good quantity of wine left in the bottom of the tin to serve with the lamb but if you feel it is getting too dry,
just cover with foil.
Take the lamb out of the tin and place in a double wrap of foil to rest in a warm place. While the lamb is resting, sit the tin
back on the hob and simmer the pan juices for a few minutes, reducing the liquid, if there is a lot, to make a tasty gravy. If
you have a hand held whizzing wand, just whizz the whole lot to make a creamy onion sauce.
Cut the lamb into thick slices - you’ll find the meat falls away from the bone so you may end up with more chunks than slices.
I served with creamy mashed potatoes and green beans.
Lulu Stephen bellngdonm@hotmail.com
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We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to
the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the February/March (limited) edition should
be sent to Imogen Vallance (Societies), or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 9 January
latest. All other news, views and material should go directly to the editor, Graham Lincoln.
Please note that photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449  grahamlnc@aol.com
Societies, Diaries
Imogen Vallance 758552  imogen@ciders.fsnet.co.uk
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700  anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  mjbspark@googlemail.com
Photography
Oliver Parsons  758694 oliver@parsons111.freeserve.co.uk
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printer
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592 info@strongs-printing.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making and is funded by advertising.
Supported by Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish Council.
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at a time like this, it’s
good to have an adviser
to talk to

Credit crunch, sub-prime and rights issues are words we’re all familiar with. But
where are the markets heading? Although nobody can say for sure, it can help to
get an informed, unbiased opinion. Open an account, and once registered, you
can call our expert advisers and get a view on a share, a sector and whether it’s a
good time to buy, sell or sit tight. Our advisers don’t work on commission and no
extra costs are involved.
Online news, views and research
Of course, you can also go online and get market news and views including our
opinion of all the FTSE 100 shares, the prospects for different sectors, risers and
fallers, and analysis of individual companies. Please remember though that the value
of investments and the income from them can go down as well as up and you may
not get back your original investment.

Register at
or call

www.share.com/advice
0845 6185 217

The Share Centre Limited P.O. Box 2000, Aylesbury Bucks, HP21 8ZB. The Share Centre is a member of the London Stock
Exchange and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority under reference 146768.
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