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Thanks to all…
At the beginning of my fifth year as editor
(and the tenth year of this publication),
may I take this opportunity to thank the
Hilltop News ‘team’, who help make my
job so rewarding.

A

nne Butterworth, as well as
providing Church Matters, gives
me invaluable support as, for want
of a less prosaic description, coordinator.
Ann Horn not only secures all the adverts,
but also handles the time-consuming task
of invoicing and collecting the fees. Of
course, many thanks go to the advertisers
themselves: without whose support we
would not be able to distribute Hilltop
News free to more than 600 households.
Whatever the occasion, Oliver Parsons
has a photograph to support it. Mike Spark
adds that final piece of design flair when
putting the pages together and preparing
for print. Paula Angell is a much-valued
help by picking up my inevitable errors with
matchless proof reading. At the final stage,
Rosemary Pearce and her willing team of
distributers ensure the magazine gets from
the printer to your home with the minimum
delay.
I thank the contributors, regular and
occasional, with whom it has been a
pleasure to meet. And finally I thank all
you readers for your continued interest
in Hilltop News and the many favourable
comments received.
There are no doubt many other people
in the Hilltop Villages with interests,
memories and skills that would delight
readers. Please let me know about them,
so we can keep our parish magazine
interesting and informative for many more
years.
Graham Lincoln
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No snow for the Boxing Day Hunt this year, but
visitors to Hawridge & Cholesbury Commons
were once again well served with refreshments
by The Full Moon and Cricket Club.

Included in this issue…
Are you prepared for the digital
switchover?
Chris Brown embarks on a journey across
the periodic table.
…plus all the news from our churches,
clubs, school, societies and councils.

Front cover
The BBC (no less) wandered to Cholesbury
on 11 January and at once saw a host of
dancing daffodils. Wordsworth would no
doubt have been just as enchanted by these
early blooms. See our Hort Soc article…
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
I hope that everyone has had a happy
Christmas and a good start to the New Year:
power cuts notwithstanding. At least we
haven’t been snowed in this winter (yet)!

T

here is some good road repair news
to start this year off. We have dates
for repairs to the Wigginton/Chesham
road between Hog Lane and Nut Hazel
Cross and to Rays Hill for the end February/
beginning of March. These two sets of
road works will mean road closures and
diversions – and are subject to the weather,
of course – but the fact that they have been
scheduled by Bucks CC is a big step forward.
Your Parish Council is still lobbying hard
for other stretches of road to be put on
the repair list, but it is an arduous and slow
process to say the least as a great many
councils are all petitioning for a piece of
the same highways budget. Other smaller
areas of repair will be dealt with in 2012,
including the surface degradation at the
bottom of Horseblock Lane, but we have a
good start in that the large potholes by the
entrance to Chapel Farm have been filled
at last. Rest assured that your Parish Council
will remain vigilant during the year.
You are reminded that any member of
the public can report any potholes or other
highways problems to Transport for Bucks
via their website, www.transportforbucks.
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net, by phone on 0845 230 2882 and by
e-mail to tfb@buckscc.gov.uk. As with the
recent power cuts, the more people who
report a problem, the more likely it is to get
noticed and therefore fixed.
On a lighter note, following the success
of the Fun Day held two years ago, the
Parish Council is considering organising
a similar event to celebrate Her Majesty
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee this year on
30 June. Vital to a successful event will
be a commitment from people within
our local community to get behind the
idea by coming forward to offer support
and involvement in organising and
participating. So please do get in touch if
you would like to support this event in any
way. There will be more information in the
next issue of Hilltop News but please don’t
wait until then to offer your services – we
will be delighted to hear from you and the
sooner the better!
And finally, one happy allotment has
found an enthusiastic new tenant, so we
wish them every success for the coming
horticultural year.
Susie Bell, Clerk to the Council
758408 parish.clerk@f-12.co.uk
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL

N

ews that High
Speed 2 has
been given the
go-ahead by the Prime
Minister means that the
County Council will be
working with District
colleagues and the 51M
group of 18 councils
along the proposed route to serve a Judicial
Review on Government. There is still a
long haul ahead but we shall do everything
possible to stop this monstrosity. With the
economic uncertainty in Europe I believe
there is every possibility that the project
will still be cancelled!
With preparations in place for an icy
winter the gritters, now visible at www.
buckscc.gov.uk/transport, were barely
needed in 2011. This website shows a
plethora of information from traffic
cameras to road works and congestion.
As I write I am preparing to present
the budget for Health & Wellbeing to
the Overview & Scrutiny committee (in
public and on camera!) and this has
involved crunching a lot of information. I
thought some of what I have come across
might be of interest. For example in
Buckinghamshire, whilst 18% of households
are classed as Hard Pressed/Moderate
Means, the county’s Gross Disposable
Household Income (GDHI) per capita was
£20,471, the third highest in the UK behind
Inner London West and Surrey. GDHI
is 33.5% above the level for the entire
country and above that of all neighbouring
counties! GDHI is forecast to be 50% above
2006 levels by 2026: a good long term
prospect for the local economy.
Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) pupils
in the county now make up just over
20% of the school population (2011) - an
increase of 7% in the last year. Within
deprived wards, 25% of the population
are BME communities and of these 90%
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are of school age. My work with Health
and Wellbeing makes it imperative to
focus resources wisely whilst addressing
everyone’s needs.
May I congratulate Chris Brown of the
Parish Council, who has championed the
Hilltop Villages Good Neighbours Group.
The government encourages communities
to help themselves by offering a helping
hand to others. I know other communities
are looking at this excellent initiative and I
wish it every success.
The County Council is determined
that 2012 will be a year to remember in
Buckinghamshire with celebrations for
the Diamond Jubilee and the Olympic
Rowing at Dorney Lake. Many teams
are now training in the county, and £9
million of contracts have been won by
Buckinghamshire companies in connection
with the Games.
The Prime Minister again invited me to
a Reception at 10 Downing Street in late
January, and I used the opportunity wisely
to represent your views on HS2 and other
important issues.
Tricia Birchley 01296 621138

5

Bishop Alan at school,

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY SCHOOL

W

e were pleased to welcome
Bishop Alan on 15 November
when he led an assembly, for the
whole school and many visitors, in which
the new buildings were blessed. The visitors
were able to tour the school and admire
our new and much improved facilities. This
was followed by a wonderful afternoon
tea provided by the PSA. It was a very
happy day and a fitting tribute to everyone
who had worked so hard to complete our
building project.
December was, as usual, a very busy
month. Windmills, Year 1 and Year 2
performed the ‘Wriggly Nativity’ which was
led by Miss Wilmshurst and Mrs Davey. This
lively production was enjoyed by all and
featured some very catchy songs (which
we were all singing for days afterwards!)
and some excellent individual and group
performances. It was clear that the children
were having great fun on stage and that
made all the effort involved in putting on
such a production worthwhile. Well done
everyone, I think that was the best one yet!
Not to be outdone, KS2 took part in a
service of lessons and Carols in St Mary’s
Church and, as always, our children
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provided a wonderful mix of music
and words which was both moving and
emotional.
The PSA held its annual Christmas Fair
which included the new ‘Buskers’: groups
of children performing their own musical
pieces. A special room was set up where
the children could select a gift for a parent
or grandparent and have it gift-wrapped
by one of the teachers, whilst they wrote
a message on a card. Refreshments were
provided in the hall using the new kitchen.
All this helped the total amount raised to
reach a new record.
To round off the Christmas celebrations
parent Ian Greenaway, a chef who runs Fat
Pig catering company, cooked a delicious
turkey lunch for everyone, complete with
crackers and paper hats. The children all
ate together in the hall and a wonderful
atmosphere was generated. This, and the
pasta lunch earlier in the term, proved to
be so successful that the PSA is looking to
develop the ideas further.
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Finally, party day arrived with a disco
in the school hall with tea, games and
activities and a quiet room for those who
found it all overwhelming. Everyone was
ready for their Christmas break at the end
of a busy and productive term.
On Friday 6 January the choir,
accompanied by Mrs Young and Mrs
Atkinson, visited the Leonard Pulham
Nursing Home in Halton to entertain the
elderly residents with their Christmas
songs and music. After the music and
refreshments the children stayed to mix
and chat with their audience, which was
very much appreciated and the feedback
following the visit was full of admiration
for the children.
I would like to wish everyone associated
with the school a very happy and successful
New Year.
Judy Joseph, Vice Chair Governors

Hilltop News
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NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP

on’t forget
that the
Neighbourhood
Monthly News Updates
are available on the
Thames Valley Police
website, where you can
check out dates of meetings and read
recent press releases and crime statistics.
There is also a link on the Neighbourhood
Page where you can contact your
Neighbourhood Police officers about local
issues: our area is Chesham Rural.
The new non-emergency number for
contacting Thames Valley Police is now 101.
Continue to use 999 in an emergency.

n April it will be 100 years since the
sinking of RMS Titanic and on Monday
20 February David Richards is coming to
talk about the ship and the disaster.
At our next meeting, Monday 19
March, Mike Payne will be with us and will
talk with a slide show on the History of
Pinewood Studios. Both these topics should
be of interest for all ages and visitors are
welcomed to St Leonards Parish Hall, where
meetings start at 8pm.
Please check the posters or ring Carol
Henry on 758435 for more information.

he four villages that
make up the Hilltop
Villages have much
in common and much
that makes each of them
distinctive. Live here for
only a short period and
you begin to spot these similarities and
differences. We also live but a stone’s throw
from the Hertfordshire boundary yet it true
to say that most of us would be pushed to
show the same level of familiarity with our
neighbouring villages in Herts. So here’s a
chance to put that right!
Our meeting on Friday 3 February brings
us some local history on our doorstep
with ‘A Wigginton Snapshot’ with Richard
Tregoning, who is Chairman of Wigginton
History Society.
We offer a most interesting if
somewhat quirky subject for our talk
on Friday 2 March when we hear about
the ‘Experiences of a Buckinghamshire
Coroner’. Rodney Day is a former coroner
for North Buckinghamshire and Milton
Keynes
In late November 1992 Queen Elizabeth
talked about her ‘annus horribilis’. You
may recall she was referring to the event
earlier that month when there was a Fire at
Windsor Castle. On Friday 13 April Richard
Day, who is a former book restorer to HM
the Queen in the Royal Palaces, will talk
about this dramatic event.
All meetings start at 8.15pm and take
place at St Leonards Parish Hall.
You don’t have to be a history buff
to enjoy the talks, so if you are new to
the area or have just not got around to
attending before now, why not come
along to a meeting: just £3 on the night.
Membership is great value at £8 for adults
and free for those 16 years and under. With
eight evening meetings, normally on the

D
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Shirley Blomfield 758314
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first Friday of the month, plus a newsletter,
other member events and facilities,
the History Group guarantees to offer
something of interest for everyone.
Look out for the yellow roadside notices
and posters on notice boards to remind you
a meeting is imminent!
For further information please contact
Chris Brown on 758890 or email us on
localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com
Parish Map
It is now twelve years since we produced
the Parish Map and we are delighted that
each year we still sell them to visitors and
newcomers to the villages or send to friends
and relatives abroad. If you would like a
map, it is just £5 and available from Shirley
Blomfield (758314).
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CHOLESBURY cum
ST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY

 ut summer fruiting raspberry canes that
• C
have grown beyond their supports and
prune autumn fruiting raspberries down
to ground level.
• C
 hit potatoes by placing them in a light,
cool, frost free place.

Your Horticultural Society is now famed
far and wide following its inclusion in ‘The
One Show’ on 11 January! Liz Firth was
interviewed in John and Diana Garner’s
garden about the affects of the mild winter
TV presenter Christine Walkden inspects the
and there were some lovely shots showing
early daffs at Montana
early blooming daffodils in their garden.
Liz stepped in when John and Diana were
possible results. Cutting back branches and
away.
shoots during the dormant season will help
s I write this it seems as though we
to concentrate sap flow into fewer buds
haven’t had any true winter weather
and more vigorous re-growth. This is even
as it’s been so mild so far this year.
more important when the tree is young:
Perhaps by the time this is published winter
once the tree has reached the required
will have truly come. Some of our plants
size and shape, more of the pruning can
hardly seem to have become dormant
be done in the summer. Winter is the best
as many of them, such as magnolia, are
time to remove old branches that are
already in bud at the start of January.
unproductive.
Our programme of events finished in
2011 with our usual AGM supper and quiz
Other jobs to do now
in late November with a review of the
• Sow sweet peas in a glasshouse, cold
year’s activities and accounts. It was great
frame or a cool room.
to see so many of you obviously enjoying
• Mulch fruit trees and perennial
the team quiz.
vegetables with well-rotted compost.
At home we’ve been clearing out,
tidying the greenhouse,
collecting leaves, moving
plants, spreading compost and
bark chippings to suppress the
weeds while the plants have
died down. Our crab apples
have proved very popular with
the birds. I have caught sight
of the odd rabbit and muntjac
sneaking around and enjoying
the garden as we still need to
finish fencing the garden.
After a bumper year for
apples and pears remember
to get pruning before spring
comes, as it is the most
Rounding off the year with a supper and quiz
reliable way to get the best

• P
 rune winter flowering shrubs such as
mahonia and cut back shrubs like cornus
‘dogwood’ that have been grown for
their winter colour.
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• P
 lant bare rooted roses, shrubs, trees and
hedging.
• L ift and divide congested winter aconites
and snowdrops and replant in their new
positions.
• H
 ardwood cuttings and rooted cuttings
of tender perennials taken last year can
be potted on.
• C
 ut back ornamental grasses before new
shoots appear.
• Prune buddleia hard back.
• W
 hile perennials are fully dormant use
the opportunity to reinvigorate your
borders by digging between the plants
to relieve soil compaction and improve
drainage. Mix compost in as you dig.
• Collect any last leaves that have fallen.
 lean any patios and paving to stop them
• C
becoming too slippery.
We are currently finalising our
programme of events for the year and
these will be published shortly. If you want
to join the Horticultural Society, please
contact Di Garner on montana@cholesbury.
net or phone 758347.
We look forward to seeing you all
again soon and let me know if there are
particular topics you would like covered in
our future Hilltop News articles.
Happy gardening in 2012.
Barbara Baddon
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HAWRIDGE AND
CHOLESBURY
COMMONS
PRESERVATION
SOCIETY
AGM
We held our AGM a little earlier than
usual, at the end of November. Chairman
Paul Hembury expressed gratitude to all
who had helped the Society over the year.
A printed sheet was needed to do justice
to the many people involved, beginning
with an appreciation of everything that
the owner of the Commons, Christine
Stott, does to advise and support us in our
management of the Commons. He went
on to thank all those who have given so
generously to the Society over the past year.
Gifts of time, expertise and various kinds
of sponsorship are what make the Society a
truly community-based organisation.
Paul recalled the highlights of the year,
which included David Dennis’s butterfly
talk, the successful Summer Party held
once more at the Full Moon, thanks to the
generosity of Annie and Peter Alberto, and
the moth and bat evening held during the
summer. Another successful enterprise has
been the production of butterfly cards,
which have been very popular as greetings
cards and, at £1.25 each, are good value for
individually designed cards. Sue Philips has
done a wonderful job producing these and
would be happy to hear from anyone who
would like to buy some (757202). All profits
from these go to the Society.

committee marked the occasion by giving
him framed photographs of the Common.
These show parts of Cholesbury Common
as it was before all the trees grew up. In
one photograph, where dense woodland
now grows, the Hunt rides across a broad
sweep of open grassland at the side of the
Rays Hill. This is a strong reminder of how
traditional use of the Commons for grazing
kept most of the areas free of scrub. We
hope the pictures will remind Mike of
happy times on the Commons.
We were very fortunate to have a
nomination for the position of Treasurer,
and Ben Lewis was elected. Adrian Sparks,
who has been our auditor for 25 years, also
decided to stand down. We would like to
express our thanks for his invaluable help
over the years, and we wish him well. Mike
has stepped into the role, so he will not be
losing contact with the Society altogether
and will be a great help to Ben in his new
role. Otherwise, there were no changes to
the Committee, which is now as follows:

mince pies were enjoyed: provided by Emily
and Hannah, Paul and Lynda Hembury’s
daughters.
For the second half of the evening Graham
Kersting, who was until last year our
Secretary, gave a demonstration of the
Society website. Graham has made the
website very informative, well-designed
and easy to use and we are very grateful for
his continued involvement with updating
current news and events. The website
is part of a shared resource for all the
organisations in the Hilltop Villages, and is
at www.cholesbury.com.
On the CPS website can be found
information about the aims and rules of
the Society, Commons regulations, contact
details for committee members, details
about how to make membership payments,
copies of Newsletters and AGM minutes,
and working party times and venues. On
a less utilitarian note, there are sections
on the history of the Commons, and the

Chairman: Paul Hembury

whole text of the Local Heritage Initiative
book. Edited by Lindsay Griffin, this is a
fascinating and thorough study of the social
and natural history of the Commons. If you
missed the opportunity to buy one of the
limited number of copies published, here
is your opportunity to print out your own.
There is also an audio file of an interview
with Ron How, an early committee member
and former chairman of the Society,
which lasts about 16 minutes. An image
gallery shows photographs of some of the
landscapes, flora and fauna of our lovely
area, all taken by local people.
There is also a collection of stories
for young children based around the
adventures of wildlife that can be found on
the Commons. The stories are written by Liz
Pitman and illustrated with line drawings
by Jim Torrance. These, together with the
texts, can also be downloaded and the
pictures are ready to be coloured in. They
are a lovely way to get young residents
involved with the natural surroundings of
the Commons.
I think that everyone enjoyed a relaxed and
friendly meeting and we look forward to
another year of caring for the Commons.

Vice-chairman: Linden Bevan-Pritchard
Secretary: Veronica Mash
Treasurer: Ben Lewis
Committee members: David Barnard, John
Caple, Stephen Cheeld, Isobel Clark, Lindsay
Griffin, Mark Hobbs and Sue Philips.

Fallen Branches
If you find that any of the paths or rides are
blocked by fallen timber, please let one of
our committee members know, so that the
debris can be cleared. If any other problems
are encountered, we always welcome

The formal part of the evening came to
an end, and excellent mulled wine and

New Committee
After 24 years as an outstanding Treasurer
for the Society, Mike Fletcher made the
decision to stand down. Thanking him
for all his hard work, good advice and
careful management of our funds, the
12
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feedback and will do what we can to rectify
the situation. You may also contact the
Society by e-mail at hccps@cholesbury.com.
Please note that we do not always clear
away fallen timber which is not obstructing
paths or rides since this provides useful
habitats for many small creatures. If
branches or trees are blocking the public
roads, the Highways Department at Bucks
County Council should be contacted.
Despite many explanations, horses continue
to use the paths reserved for walkers. There
should be no reason for this to happen, as
there are designated Permissive Rides at
the top and bottom of the Commons, with
four linking routes. Please consult the three
maps provided near the top of Church Path
in Hawridge, opposite the school on the
Common and at the Cricket Club.
Closure of Permissive Rides
Because the rides on the Commons are
not Bridleways, but Permissive Rides, each
year on the first Monday in March we

have to close them in order to maintain
their permissive status. This is done at dusk
on the evening before and the tapes are
removed at dusk the following evening.
This will happen on the evening of Sunday
4 March until the following evening of
Monday 5 March.
Litterblitz
Before the vegetation grows up to hide any
rubbish, we always have a clean-up of the
Commons. Mostly the Commons are very
tidy, thanks to those of you who regularly
remove rubbish on your walks, but an
annual Litterblitz keeps everything under
control. We invite anyone who would like
to help with this to collect rubbish in plastic
bin-liners provided at three sites. The bags
will be located at the top of Church Path in
Hawridge, opposite the school next to the
notice board and near the cricket pitch. You
can leave the tied-up bags at one of these
sites and we will make sure that they are
removed. Anything that will not fit in a bag

can also be left for collection. This year’s
Litterblitz will run from Saturday 24 March
until Sunday 1 April, to include two whole
weekends.
Working Parties
We have been having a very good season so
far, with record numbers of people coming
to the working parties. As far as possible
we try to keep grassland areas open and
keep the woodland areas from becoming
dominated by holly. We also work on the
path and ride network so everyone can
enjoy the various spaces. Lindsay Griffin’s
cake keeps us sustained and we think this
is why most people come to the working
parties!
We are expecting the ‘Get Out There’
team to come back at the end of February
for a few sessions so you may see further
bonfires on the Thursday and Friday of the
last week of February and the first week of
March. Please do not call the fire brigade
without first checking with Linden on
758750!

Subscriptions
Membership subscriptions for 2012 remain
at £10 per member. Subscriptions may be
paid by:
Cash or cheque to any Committee
member.
BACS via your online or telephone
banking facility or Standing Order
Ben’s wife, Hayley, will be helping with
the administration of subscriptions. Their
address is: Ben and Hayley Lewis, 7 Sandpit
Hill Cottages, Cholesbury Lane HP23 6NF.
(758843)
email (lewis.cholesbury@gmail.com)
If you want to pay by Standing Order, ask
Ben or Hayley for a form. All subscriptions
go towards the maintenance costs of
looking after the Commons. New members
will receive a welcome letter and a short
booklet on the history of the Commons.
With thanks to Linden and Lindsay for
preparing this article.
Paul Hembury (Chairman)

Working Parties for February - March 2012 – 9.30am – 12.30 pm
Everyone is welcome, adults and children alike. Bring thick gloves. Refreshments provided.
For further information contact David Barnard (758365) or Isobel Clark (758987)
or email hccps@cholesbury.com
Date
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Location

Activity

Feb 12 	Beside Mermaid Cottage,
opposite the Full Moon,
Hawridge (Grid Ref 936070).

Clear up fallen elms on path and in glade
and clear felled trees. Bonfire.

Feb 26	Beside The Laurels, Hawridge
(Grid Ref 947062)

Clear blackthorn and dead elm. Bonfire.

March 4	(if necessary) Opposite Shire Lane,
Cholesbury (Grid Ref 933073)

Finish widening ride following GOT WPs.
Bonfire.

March 11	Yard behind Hawridge Court
Farm (Grid Ref 950060)

Cut up, chop and distribute logs.

March 25	Yard behind Hawridge Court
Farm (Grid Ref 950060)

Cut up, chop and distribute logs.

Hilltop News
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LOOKING FORWARD
TO THE NEW
SEASON…
The winter is now upon us but the activity
at the Cricket Club
continues, with
a few changes to
the committee and
events going on
to ensure we keep
raising funds for
the new season.

I

n November the
club held its annual dinner dance at the
Chiltern Forest Golf Club. Club members
and guests enjoyed a good social evening,
with a three course dinner, disco and raffle.
Our thanks go to Mick Channer for the
organisation and hard work right up the
day of the event.
In December the club held its AGM
at the clubhouse, which was very well
attended. During the meeting, Chairman
Tony Smith announced officially that he
would be standing down from his role. I
am sure that everyone associated with the
club would join me in saying a big thank
you to Tony for the many years of devotion
to the Club, which he has served as player,
treasurer and chairman. Tony has stated
that he would like to see more of his wife:
I assured Jenny that we would not try to
poach Tony back in some role within the
club! The new chairman, Brian Ralphs, has
spent many years as a player with the Club
and looks forward to introducing some new
ideas.
As treasurer, Richard Wyatt worked
very hard last year to put procedures in
place to ensure that the Club’s finances are
sound for what will be a challenging 2012.
Emma Holdsworth has been elected as our
new treasurer and I am sure will continue
16

the good work and ensure that the club
maintains a healthy balance sheet.
A full list of the Club officials
can be seen on our new website:
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com
On Boxing Day the Club opened the
pavilion for refreshments for all the
supporters of the Kimblewick Hunt. A good
selection of burgers, bacon rolls, sausages,
mulled wine, tea, coffee and a full bar
were offered. Thanks to Mick Sargeant,
Phil Wright, Neil Jones, Digger Reading
and Dave Anderson for giving up several
hours of their family time to help the Club
get some much needed revenue. I did
hear many Hunt supporters say that it was
a welcome addition to have this facility
available, particularly when the Full Moon
was very busy.
Finally, the Club has some indoor cricket
nets arranged for February/March 2012
and, if you are interested in playing, full
details are on the website or please contact
a member of the Club.
Jamie Fulks, Cricket Manager, Hawridge &
Cholesbury Cricket Club
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New Beginnings
by the Reverend
David Burgess
The churches
celebrated two
lesser-known
festivals in midJanuary – on the
same Sunday,
in fact. Right from the start of its history,
the church worldwide has celebrated the
Sunday after the Epiphany in remembrance
of Jesus’ baptism. And in this country, in rural
communities for a good many years, the same
day has been marked as Plough Sunday. Both
festivals are about new beginnings.

P

lough Sunday is an occasion to
think about the beginning of the
agricultural cycle, the beginning of
the preparation of the land so that in due
course it will offer up a harvest. It’s a hard
business, this preparation of the land.
We know the soil is full of potential and
promise, but it needs a lot doing to it if it is
going to fulfil that potential.
We can see this if we note how quickly
unmanaged land reverts to wildness: leave
it to itself and it will soon be a mess of
grass, thistles, nettles, and brambles. Care
and effort has to be spent on land if it is
not to become formless waste, but rather
give up the good harvest that it has the
potential to deliver.
The Baptism of Christ marks another
beginning. Jesus stepped for the first time
into the public sphere and he first heard his
special status proclaimed in the voice from
heaven, thus receiving licence to begin his
ministry.
Like the farmer, God puts care and
labour into making us, his creation, very
18

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

good: but none of us the finished article.
It takes time and effort for the harvest
to be ready. Growth in faith and spiritual
development is a process, rather than a
sudden coming to perfection. Whenever in
our lives our baptism happens, it doesn’t
mark the completion of the process.
We may find that frustrating, knowing
ourselves as yet to be so far from the
fulfilment of becoming what we are
meant to be. But we are in good hands.
God is patient: he is prepared to take all
the trouble that is needed. From God’s
beginning in our lives flows the beginning
of our reaching out to others.
We have families in our communities,
families within our congregations, who are
engaged in other beginnings - in a radical
overhaul of their lives. New beginnings are
not necessarily comfortable or easy things,
especially when it’s the start of life without
a loved one or the prospect of a life which
may soon be ending. These are the people
with whom we need to be sharing God’s
love, to journey with them as appropriate,
and to help them make sense of their world.
Jesus’ coming helps us to see the world
better for what it is - to identify evil and
sorrow and wrong for what they are, but
to see the potential for God to be at work
in everything and in the lives of everyone.
God the creator has not left us alone. He
has given us the tools we need to overcome
what the world throws at us. He has given
us each other as encouragement, soundingboard, shoulder or any number of other
roles. And, supremely, he has given us
Jesus as saviour and the one with whom
we identify, the one through whose eyes
we now view the world –
whatever and whenever our
new beginnings may be.
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CHURCH SERVICES - February to March 2012

DATE

5 Feb

DAY

3 Before Lent

St John the Baptist
THE LEE
8.00 am
Holy Communion
10.00 am

Mattins

4.00 pm

Family Service
& Tea

12 Feb

2 Before Lent

10.00 am

Parish
Communion
with Sunday
School

19 Feb

1 Before Lent

10.00 am

All Age Worship
Methodist Church

22 Feb

Ash Wednesday

10.00 pm

Holy Communion

26 Feb

Lent 1

10.00 am

Parish
Communion

8.00 am

Holy Communion

10.00 am

Mattins
Family Service
& Tea

4 Mar

Lent 2

11 Mar

Lent 3

10.00 am

Parish
Communion with
Sunday School

18 Mar

Lent 4
Mothering
Sunday

10.30 am

Joint Four
Parish Service

25 Mar

Lent 5

10.00 am

Parish
Communion

4.00 pm

The Revd. David Burgess
The Vicarage, The Lee, Great Missenden, Bucks, HP23 9LZ
d.burgess@clara.net
The Revd. John Hull
Parish Secretary
Peggy Sear
peggysear@hotmail.co.uk
The Lee
Janet Whittow
Janet.whittow@googlemail.com
Judy Hart
Judy.hart@virgin.net
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St Leonard’s
ST LEONARDS

St Mary’s
HAWRIDGE

St Laurence
CHOLESBURY

11.00 am

Parish
Communion
with Sunday
School

9.30 am

Holy Communion

6.00 pm

Parish
Communion

10.45 am

Mattins

11.00 am

Shared
Communion

11.00 am

Shared
Communion
at St Leonards

9.30 am

9.30 am

Family Service

Holy Communion

11.00 am

Shared Communion
At St Leonards

7.30 pm

Parish Communion

9.00 am

Breakfast Service

9.00 am

Quiet Service

3.00 pm

Evensong

11.00 am

Parish
Communion
with Sunday
School

9.30 am

Holy Communion

9.30 am

Family Service

6.00 pm

Parish
Communion

10.45 am

Mattins

9.30 am

Holy Communion

9.00 am

Breakfast Service

9.00 am

Quiet Service

3.00 pm

Evensong

01494 837315

St Leonards
Anne Butterworth
anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk
Ann Horn
Annhorn43@aol.com
Hawridge
Joan Walton
Elizabeth Tomlin
Cholesbury
John Farmer
Jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com

01296 624487

01296 624568
01494 837328
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NOTES

Mid-week
Holy Communion
10.00am at The Lee
on First Wednesday
Holy Communion,
Matins & Evensong
Book of
Common Prayer
Parish/Family
Communion &
Morning Services
Common Worship

01494 758700
01494 758250
01494 758332
01494 758214
01494 758715
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The Bishop of Oxford, the Right Revd John Pritchard, is coming to the The Lee Church on
Mothering Sunday, 18 March to preach at the Joint Service. All Hilltop Villagers and their
families are most welcome. There will be posies for the children to give to their Mothers
as well as to many of the congregation. Do join us at 10.30am – it’s always well worth
listening to Bishop John! The Lee Brownies will be providing coffee and cakes after the
service.

HAWRIDGE
Carol Singing – Many
thanks to The Full Moon
who supported our carol
singing and helped us
raise £55 for Save the
Children.
The Christmas Carol Service was once
again very well attended by over a hundred
people. We decided to have adults reading
the lessons instead of children this year and
so our thanks to Jenni Batterham, Janet
Hopkinson, Debbie Bradfield, John Chaplin
and Mike Wallis. It was a joyous service
and made a good start to our Christmas
Celebrations.
As New Year’s Day was on a Sunday
we held an informal afternoon beginning
at 3pm when the bells were rung 2012
times interspersed with prayers, reading
and carols. The church was open for
people to come and go as they wished and
refreshments provided. It proved to be a
really happy and sociable occasion.
Our Family Service is to move back to the
first Sunday of the month at 9.30am starting
on 5 February. This is a light service for
everyone, lasting approximately half an hour
and a warm welcome awaits you. Evensong
will now be on the fourth Sunday.
Easter Sunday Evening Service of Praise
– If any adult or child would like to take part
by reading, singing or playing an instrument,
contact Joan (758332) or Elizabeth (758214).
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Hawridge Church Walking Group - Our
next walk is on 7 February and will start at
Wigginton Playing Fields at 10am. As usual,
coffee will be served after the walk and a
donation of 50p is always appreciated. For
the 6 March walk, the starting point will be
advised in due course.

ST LEONARDS
We have a new Churchwarden! Gill
Fleckney has very kindly agreed to
undertake this vital role for a year –
beginning in April at the
APCM. We are all most
grateful to Gill and
wonder if there is
anyone out there who
might be willing to help her?
December started wonderfully! Bishop
John came to lunch on 1st December to
meet the Small Rural Parish Forum – a group
of the smallest parishes in our Deanery who
have met once or twice a year since the
Bishop first visited St Leonards in October
2007. At that time he urged us to share our
hopes and fears with one another and we
agreed that this had been valuable advice.
This time he urged us to engage in particular
with the younger generations and not to be
afraid to involve those people who were not
necessarily regular church-goers. Could we
use the church for other purposes? Finally,
he said that rather than worry about the
size of our congregations, we should try and
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Little Bears at Christmas

concentrate on doing a few things – our
‘Splash Events’ really well. We all came away
from the meeting with renewed energy.
Virginia Oldham’s immense contribution
to the starting up and running of our
Sunday School for many years was marked
by a special service for her on Sunday 4
December. This was organised by Claudia
d’Alessandro, Barbara Baddon and Jo
Strevens, who have now taken over this
important work. Laurie Strevens and Katie
Pert thanked Virginia for all she had done
for the children past and present and
a wonderful short song of thanks was
sung before Virginia was led into Sunday
School, which was decorated with photos,
handmade cards and pictures. We all
gathered in the Church Room after the
Communion Service to enjoy nibbles and a
delicious ‘Thank you Virginia’ cake made by
Jo.
Little Bears came to church early in
December for their annual Christmas
Service led by David and Virginia (not
forgetting Charlie who manages to appear
from the strangest of places)! With a
minimum of props, these young children
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re-enacted the Nativity in a simple and
easily understandable way before coming
into the Church Room for juice and biscuits.
It is always good to have a few minutes to
talk to Claire Cox and her dedicated staff
as well as the children’s parents, carers and
grandparents.
The Christmas Tea Party started with
the now customary music, poetry and carols
before everyone went into the Church
Room for scones, cake and mince pies. It
was a most happy gathering. A voluntary
contribution is made to Iain Rennie each
time we meet and we were able to send
a cheque for £178 for the year, which was
hugely appreciated.
We have since heard that Laura Moore,
one of our most elderly but, until recently,
most active members died very sadly on
New Year’s Day. We will surely miss Laura’s
cheerful, uncomplaining and amusing
approach to life! A tribute to Laura will
appear in the next edition of Hilltop News.
Ruth Matthews once again took on the
organising of the Nativity on Christmas Eve.
A small, excited and eager young group
told the story of the Nativity and what
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In costume for the Nativity

they lacked in numbers they made up for
in enthusiasm. Thank you Ruth, it’s a lot
to do on Christmas Eve! Both Maureen
Newall and Liz Firth worked their magic
with the magnificent costumes (no longer
scrunched up in a bin-liner to be returned
to the school, but beautifully kept all year
on hangers, allowing them to remain
in excellent condition) and the church
was filled with delighted parents and
grandparents.
Our particular thanks to Richard Charles,
who organises not only the mini concert for
those who come to the Tea Parties but all
our Christmas Services, giving much time and
thought to the words and music. The Carol
Service had the added pleasure of hearing
Joanna Strevens sing ‘Joy to the World’.
The Carol Service, Midnight Mass and
Christmas morning services were extremely
well attended – and the little church
decorated with greenery and white lilies and
lit by candles welcomed everyone.
The APCM (Annual Parochial Church
Meeting) is to be held on Wednesday 25
April at 7.45pm in the Church Room. This is
open to everyone and we would welcome
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your views on all aspects of church life.
You may feel we should be doing things
differently -come and tell us!

afield as Hampshire and Lancashire to our
church.
Nine Carol Singers met on a cold but
dry evening to sing outside various homes
in Cholesbury. All the families received us
well and we relished the mulled wine at
one house in particular. I am sure the second
rendition of Good King Wenceslas had a
faster beat! We collected £95 for PACT
(Parents and Children Together).Thank you
to all who opened their doors to us and
made donations.
We are holding our annual Quiz Night on
18 February at St Leonards Village Hall (7 for
7.30pm). We are fortunate that Sandy and
David Clarke have agreed to be Quizmasters
again and we look forward to the usual
varied questions leading to deep thought
or inspired guesses. We will play in tables of
eight as usual. Tickets, £10 including supper,
are available from John Farmer (758715) or
Liz Green (758035).

ARTHUR WILLIAM POPE
Mrs Jean Pope announces the death of
Arthur Pope, aged 92, on New Year’s
Day. Arthur will be remembered by many
for his brisk walks around the area right
up until the last couple of months. A full
tribute will appear in the next Hilltop
News.

CHOLESBURY
It is a pleasure to report on our Christmas
services as both were
very well attended. The
church was full for the
Candlelit Carol service
with several people
squeezed into the pews
at the back - close to
the mulled wine gently simmering under
Tom’s direction! The quality of singing
was wonderful, as ever, and Louisa excelled
as her voice continues to develop. Alice
and Florence Hobbs read the shepherd’s
story as a duet and captured the action
in the narrative. Thank you to the many
people who worked so hard to achieve an
enchantingly decorated church.
On Christmas Day, visitors staying at
Cholesbury for family parties joined a good
congregation of local residents at the 10am
service. We welcomed guests from as far
Hilltop News
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Strictly Ballroom Fun!

T

he Thursday Evening Dance Club is
run by Carol Henry of the Monzani
School of Dancing.
Carol has also run Ballet classes for
children and adults in the area for 45 years
and in the last five years has organised
these Ballroom classes at St Leonards
Parish Hall. The classes take place from mid
September to December and then again
from January to March: Thursday evenings
from 8pm.
Anyone interested in improving their
Ballroom skills is welcome to go along and
see what they do. For further information
please phone Carol on 758435

CURVACEOUS COOK
Our gourmet was so intent on the detail of
her pasta in the last issue that she omitted
the recipe for her special garlic bread. So
here it is…
Squash as many cloves of garlic as you like
- we like it fairly strong so would use three
or four fat cloves to a small baguette. Melt
enough butter to spread the loaf, add the
garlic, a good amount of chopped parsley
(to prevent smelly breath), a pinch of salt
and a few grinds of black pepper. I usually
also add a squeeze of lemon. Let the mix
cool and then spread on to any bread you
like, which you then pop into the oven until
crunchy, or under the grill until toasted.
Look out for an Easter treat from our
Curvaceous Cook in the next issue of Hilltop
News.
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HILLTOP NEWS nature

Elementary my dear...
Mercurial is a word not oft used these
days so I decided it needed dusting off
and given an outing here. It is one of
those words which has enticing meanings
derived from a variety of sources: be it
the Shakespearian character Mercutio,
the Roman God, the planet and of course
the element Mercury, both named after
the deity. For this reason it has a wide
variety of meanings; including eloquence,
shrewdness, swiftness, and thievishness.

T

hese words describe a few of our local
wildlife active at this time of the year.
The Stoat, known for its swiftness in
pursuing its prey, might be seen prancing as
it hunts for voles or rabbits. The Jackdaw,
with its predilection for coveting brightlycoloured objects, can be identified by its
distinctive Prussian blue wing flashes in
the still bare tree branches. In early spring
the tawny owl hangs out during the day in
the crook of a tree waiting for dusk when
the shrewdness of its hunting prowess
comes to the fore. As I write this I can hear
our resident cock Pheasant delineate its
territory as it struts around showing off the
elegance of its courting colours.
Before moving on from mercury to
some other elements, I relate to two local
woodland plants appearing in the Spring:
Good King Henry, an edible herb also
known as Good Mercury on account of
the similarity of its leaves to Dogs (or bad)
Mercury which is highly poisonous. Like
many such plants it conveniently provides a
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health warning in the form of a fetid smell
which ensures animals avoid it.
Continuing the theme revolving around
the periodic table, my next element is
Silver. Top of the list of local trees is the
Silver Birch. Not a feature tree in our neck
of the woods but rather an opportunist.
Whilst it was one of the first species to recolonise the Chilterns after the last Ice Age,
having laid down a carpet of rich soil from
leaf litter, it was disrespectfully forced out
by the much more successful oak woodland.
Although nowhere as productive as beech
during the last two centuries it could still
be commercial, turned into household
products, notably the besom, earning a few
pence for the bodgers and Chesham-based
workshops.
Amongst invertebrates there are several
that have a monika incorporating ‘silver’.
The Silver-Y moth, for example, is named
after the shape and colour of its marking.
The moth is a common visitor to our
gardens and one that is attracted to light,
so can be found resting around the house
during the day. Despite being ubiquitous
and producing two broods during the year,
this moth cannot survive our harsh winters
and each year there are large numbers of
migrants from both Scandinavia and, later
in the year, from central Europe.
The Silverfish, I guess, is not amongst the
favourite creatures which share your house!
When the light goes on in the kitchen and
bathroom there is usually just enough time
to see these most primitive of insects, more
correctly called bristletails. Whilst a creature
of the dark regions under the leaf litter,
they have been associated with humans
Hilltop News

for as long as we have been domesticated.
There’s no surprise then they are at home
with us given the warm conditions and
supply of ample food. In the kitchen
anything with starch is well-received
although they also enjoy processed fat. In
the bathroom, their alternative residence,
where food morsels are at a premium they
are just as happy with soap or shampoo.
Thoughts turn to Copper. Two insects
come to mind: first the Small Copper. In the
18th century, when originally catalogued,
it was known as ‘the copper butterfly’.
However, soon after a much larger copper
butterfly was identified: hence the
qualifying of the species by size. Sadly, no
sooner had the Large Copper butterfly been
found it was hunted into extinction, and
despite attempts to reintroduce, it has not
been native in this country for 150 years.
The surviving copper makes up for its size
with its most distinctive dark orange upper
wings. Never prolific, you are likely to see
them in June and July in just ones or twos
flitting low down on open grassland and
sunny woodland clearings.
The other burnished insect is the Copper
Underwing. Relatively large as moths go,
it is one of those varieties that are not for
the squeamish. It can startle you when the
curtains are drawn in the morning as it
darts out and presents a flash of orange
accompanied by a distinctly unnerving
rustle of wings.
Setting out on this endeavour I at first
stumbled when it came to the element
Gold. Then I managed to see through the
fug and thankfully came up with some
examples. The first was staring me in
the face as I espied a pair of Goldfinches
on our birdfeeder. It is one of our more
colourful garden birds with yellow, red
and black plumage. If I were to assign it
an anthropomorphic character I would
suggest it is assertive, somewhat aloof
which chooses not to associate with the
other garden birds, who in turn keep their
distance. Its name does not, as one might
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expect, derive from their colouration but
can be traced back to the Greeks who
considered the bird a fertility symbol and a
sign of good fortune and was duly assigned
the most precious of all metals to its name.
The other bird that came to mind was
the Goldcrest. Weighing no more than
a 5p piece it is Britain’s smallest bird but
one we can delight in, as it is common in
these parts. Its distinctive feature, if one
were required, is its bright orange (gold)
stripe on its head. Despite the size, tens of
thousands make it across from Scandinavia
to winter in this country.
I conclude this little journey across the
periodic table with a brief stop of one
further element, Lead. Sadly I could not
find an indigenous species associated with
lead but recall a garden plant: Plumbago
Europaea, known in this country as
Common Leadwort. The association with
lead takes us back again to the time of the
Greeks when it was believed by botanists
that the lead blue colour of the flowers and
the lead coloured staining of the sap on
the skin indicated that preparations of the
plant were a cure for lead poisoning.
I am sure there are other elements to
draw on but my grey matter has admitted
defeat and I will sign off by encouraging as
always your comments and observations.
chrisbrown@rayshill.com (758890).
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100 Club winners
November 2011
1st prize 		
£15
Mrs E Thwaites, Buckland Common
2nd prize 		
£15
Mr T Angell, Buckland Common
December 2011
1st Prize		
Ms L Reynolds, Bellingdon

£50

2nd Prize		
£25
Mrs C Townsley, Buckland Common
3rd Prize		
Mr G Reynolds, Asheridge

£15

£15
4th Prize		
Mr P Ogden, Buckland Common
January 2012
1st Prize		
£15
Mr and Mrs Langdon, Coppice Farm Park
2nd Prize 		
£15
Mr D Sturridge, Coppice Farm Park
REMINDER!
The annual subscription is due by the
1st of April. As in the past, your usual
contact will be in touch to enable you to
join again for another year. If preferred,
Treasurer Fletcher Nicholson, Oaktree
Cottage, Cholesbury, HP23 6NG (758366)
will happily accept your subscriptions. If
paying by cheque, please make it payable
to ‘St Leonards Parish Hall 100 Club’.
New members are always most welcome:
please contact the Treasurer or other
Committee Member.
The St Leonards Parish Hall AGM is on
Wednesday 22 February at 8pm at the hall.
Everyone is welcome to attend.
St Leonards Parish Hall Committee
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Switchover is
coming ... and help is at hand

T

he following information has been
provided to the Hilltop Villages Good
Neighbours Group by the local team
assisting with advice about the forthcoming
digital switchover. If you need further
advice there is a contact number below or
refer to the ‘bookmark’ leaflet included in
this edition of Hilltop News. However, if
you would like the assistance of someone
locally to make contact with the Switchover
Team, or to be present when an engineer
calls at your home, the Good Neighbours
Group is here to help you. Just give Chris
Brown a ring on 758890.
Digital switchover is coming to our
villages in early April, and if you don’t have
a TV that can receive digital channels and
do not convert your TV to digital by the
time of the switchover, you won’t be able
to watch any TV programmes.
The BBC-run Switchover Help Scheme
can convert one TV to digital for you. Most
people will be charged £40 towards the
service, but it can be free if you are:
• aged 75 or over, or
• live in a care home (for six months or
more), or
• receive (or could get):
~ Disability Living Allowance (DLA), or
~ Attendance or Constant Attendance
Allowance, or
~ Mobility Supplement, or
• registered blind or partially sighted

on 0800 40 85 900. If you receive a letter,
please respond even if you don’t need any
help. The Scheme provides an approved
installer, aerial upgrade if needed and a 12
month aftercare service, with free helpline.
Do you know someone who needs a
helping hand switching to digital TV?
Please make sure they get the help they
are entitled to by telling them about the
Scheme. For further information visit
helpscheme.co.uk or call 0800 40 85 900.
Textphone users can call 0800 40 85 936.
For general switchover advice and for
those who are not eligible for the Help
Scheme visit digitaluk.co.uk or call
08456 50 50 50.

If you are eligible then the Help Scheme
will write to you directly. All you need to
do is respond to the letter by sending back
a completed reply form, or telephone free
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We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the April/May edition should be sent to
Graham Lincoln or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 9 March latest. Please note that
photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449 grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700 anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250 annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882 mjbspark@googlemail.com
Photography
Oliver Parsons 758694 oliver@parsons111.freeserve.co.uk
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printer
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592 info@strongs-printing.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making and is funded by advertising.
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