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Jubilee Special Edition
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Let’s celebrate!
The Hilltop Villages are all set for a bumper
weekend of events over the Bank Holiday,
joining the nationwide celebration of The
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee…
• S
 aturday 2nd June…
Jubilee Fete at St Leonards Parish Hall.
• S
 unday 3rd June…
Special Morning Service at Hawridge
Church.
• M
 onday 4th June…
Jubilee Exhibition at Cholesbury Village
Hall, organised by the Local History
Group. Family Fun Day hosted by the
Cricket Club.
On Monday evening, the Commons
Preservation Society will be lighting one
of the official celebratory Beacons on the
Common: one of a total of 2,012 beacons to
be lit across the UK, Channel Islands, Isle of
Man and the Commonwealth. The Beacons
will form an important part of the Diamond
Jubilee weekend and will be lit between 10
and 10.30pm. Ours has been registered by
the H&CCPS with the Pageantmaster of The
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Beacons and will
provide a fitting finale to our celebrations
on this special weekend.
More on all these Jubilee events inside
this issue…
Royal occasions have been embraced
enthusiastically by the Hilltop Villagers since
Elizabeth II became Queen. In this issue
we look back on how we celebrated the
Coronation and previous Jubilees…
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Also in this issue…
• Gill Sturgess remembered.
• Buckland Common goes wild.
Chris Brown identifies local beasties with
exotic names.
Our Curvacious Cook serves up a taste of
summer…
…plus all the news from our Churches,
School, Clubs, Councils and Societies.

Front cover
The Jubilee Stone, marking the boundary
between Cholesbury and Hawridge
parishes, was erected to commemorate the
Diamond Jubilee of Britain’s only other
sovereign to reach that mark - Queen
Victoria in 1897. The new plaque (above)
was added in 1999 to mark the end of the
millennium.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
It is with regret that we inform you that John
Horn has resigned from the Parish Council
after 15 years service. John has always been
willing to give his time to many of the tasks
which councillors carry out, particularly at the
Green at Buckland Common, the allotments,
making scenery for the Pantomimes and
serving behind the bar!
For many years John has been the PC’s
representative on the Management
Committee of St Leonards Parish Hall
where until recently he, ably supported by
Ann, organised the annual Fete. We will
miss John and wish him and Ann all the
very best for the future.
Vacancy for a parish councillor
Due to John Horn’s resignation we are now
looking for a new councillor. If you are
keen to know how the most immediate,
local tier of government works and would
like to join a good-natured group of people
who have the best interests of this parish at
heart, please contact me. The deadline for
applications is Monday 18 June.
Hosepipe ban
I know most of us are knee-deep in
standing water after the wettest April since
records began, so mentioning the hosepipe
ban will surely make you groan. However,
this is a brief summary of the ‘temporary
usage ban’ that affects us since Thames
Water, Anglian Water and Veolia Water
Central all supply water in Bucks and all
have the ban in place:
Residents cannot use a hosepipe to:
• water their garden, allotment or other
green space
• wash a private motor vehicle
• water plants that are in containers or in
the ground but under cover
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• draw water for domestic recreational use
• clean windows, walls, patios, paths or
other surfaces
• fill or maintain a domestic pond
• clean a private leisure boat
There are also restrictions on filling
and maintaining domestic swimming and
paddling pools and ornamental fountains.
Fines are hefty – £1,000 per offence – and it
could be months before the ban is lifted, as
it is a measure the water companies hope
will put off the need for a full drought
order.
Neighbourhood Action Group
The Parish Council sends a councillor to the
quarterly NAG meetings, which include
briefings from the local police force. We
would like a non-councillor from this area to
attend these meetings with the councillor,
so we are looking for someone to volunteer
for this undemanding and useful job. Please
contact me if you have an interest and can
spare a couple of hours a month.
Annual Parish Meeting
Our Annual Parish Meeting, to which all
residents of the parish are invited, is on
Monday 28 May at St Leonards Parish Hall,
starting at 8pm. This year our headline
speaker is Brenda Kersting, Acting Chair of
Bucks Healthcare Trust, who will be talking
about the planned changes to healthcare at
Wycombe and Stoke Mandeville Hospitals
and how they will affect local residents
and patients. We will also receive annual
reports from our representatives at Bucks
County Council, Chiltern District Council,
St Leonards Parish Hall, Cholesbury Village
Hall, Hawridge and Cholesbury School, as
well as from local groups. Please do come!
Susie Bell, Clerk to the Council
Your councillors can be reached on:
758408  parish.clerk@f-12.co.uk
John Allen, Chairman: 758095
Nigel Blomfield, 758314
Chris Brown, 758890
Philip Matthews, 758205
Francis Sanger, 758767
Liz van Hullen, 758800
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL

T

he County Council
has determined
that 2012 should
be a year of celebration,
starting with The
Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee in early June
and as a host county for
the rowing in the 2012
Olympics.
Up to six Judicial Reviews have been
submitted to the Secretary of State to stop
HS2 and I want to clarify the grounds on
which they are based. They are –
Failure to carry out a lawful
consultation, particularly with regard to
the ‘Y’ and Heathrow Spur, and on the
51M optimised alternative. Error in law
by failing to take into account material
considerations and reaching an irrational
or disproportionate decision in respect of
i) Underground capacity at Euston, ii) the
Heathrow Spur, iii) the link between HS2
and HS1 (the Channel Tunnel rail link).
Breach of the Habitats Directive 92/43/
EEC. Breach of the Strategic Environmental
Assessment Directive 2001/42/EC. Breach
of the Environmental Impact Regulations
in failing to assess the impacts of Phase 2.
Incompatibility of the Secretary of State’s
decision to promote HS2 by way of the
Hybrid Bill with the requirements of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Directive
2011/92/EU. Failure to comply with the
public sector equality duty in S.149 Equality
Act 2010.
The list is not exhaustive but it is
important to know the grounds for
thinking that we stand a strong chance
of at least delaying the process. A huge
thank you to everyone helping financially
to support these actions and I am confident
that together we can save our precious
environment from the devastation
experienced in Kent.
Last week the County Council
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debated the Better Healthcare for Bucks
consultation proposals. The County is
unusual in having two acute hospitals 15
miles apart in Wycombe and Aylesbury
and must rationalise the services offered
on each site. Whilst it is felt important to
support the Buckinghamshire Healthcare
Trust (BHT) in obtaining Foundation status,
assurances were sought that the County’s
hospitals would remain open, despite their
need to save £24 million in 2012/13 and
that any future savings would not impact
on the viability of these services for local
people.
The process for electing candidates for
the new Police and Crime Commissioner
(PCC) in Thames Valley is underway.
Much of the Home Office funding for
community safety (£250,000 in Bucks)
will transfer to the PCC who will need to
work with 18 local authorities. Whilst they
have now established a task and finish
group to ensure good governance and
administration, scrutiny will initially be
led by Bucks County Council. The role will
be challenging and critically important
in understanding and delivering many
aspects of crime prevention in the wider
community.
I look forward to meeting as many
people as possible at our local events this
summer and representing your views with
officers at County Hall.
Tricia Birchley 01296 621138

5

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY C of E
SCHOOL

T

he school was inspected by OFSTED in
March. Miss Bramble had only been in
place as permanent head teacher for a
matter of weeks but nevertheless managed
to prepare staff, pupils and buildings in the
two days notice given. We were fortunate
to be sent inspectors who were sympathetic
to the amount of changes we have made
with staff, governors and buildings and
we were delighted to receive a judgement
as a satisfactory school. Under the new,
more stringent framework this was a major
achievement and we are all delighted.
Thanks go to Miss Bramble, Mrs Davey and
all the staff.
As a Church school we were also visited
by the SIAS inspectors (Statutory Inspection
of Anglican Schools) on 3 May. This
inspection focused on the Christian values

that underpin our school in every aspect of
each child’s education and I am sure they
saw that these values were at the very heart
of our school.
The last week of the Spring term was
book week: children took part in many
activities to encourage the enjoyment of
reading and had the opportunity to dress
up as their favourite character. Revd. David
Burgess held a well-attended Palm Service
during which he showed the children’s
Easter gardens, which made a colourful and
imaginative display.
Mrs Davey restarted the gardening club
and wishes to thank everyone who donated
pots, equipment and plants. Let us hope
for some sunshine after all this rain to get
things growing. The children really enjoy
planting and gaining an understanding of
our environment and the basics of food
production. Another popular initiative is
the cookery club: hopefully this will link in
with the gardening club and help promote
the idea of healthy eating.

Fun at the fair

On Saturday 28 April the PSA held its
annual Spring Fair. As usual the weather
raised a number of challenges, not least
to the barbeque! Nothing could dampen
spirits, however, and many parents,
grandparents and children enjoyed a
variety of fun activities: handling reptiles,
raffle, tombola, lucky-dip and sampling a
wide assortment of refreshments. A new
innovation brought in by Miss Bramble
was the ‘Hawridge and Cholesbury’s Got
Talent’ competition. I can tell you that they
certainly do have talent in abundance! I am
sure that this will become an annual event,
so watch out Simon Cowell! The whole day
was a huge success in every way and raised
a record £2,617: well done and thanks to
James and his team.
St Leonards pre-school in Sri Lanka
When Michael and I visited Sri Lanka to
watch the two cricket Test matches against
England there was an immediate reaction:
would it be a good opportunity to visit the

Happy gardening at the school
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St Leonards pre-school? It sounded simple,
the island is not large and it would be good
to see how the school has developed in the
years following its opening.
The evidence of the Tsunami is all too
obvious. The locals talk freely about the
destruction and loss of life: sadly, natural
disasters are a fact of life to them. Our
hotel had to be completely rebuilt and,
looking out to the Indian Ocean during a
spectacular electric storm that night, it was
not difficult to imagine the horror of that
wave of water and the realisation of man’s
inability to control nature.
St Leonards was once the only school
in the region but things have moved
on and now there are many. Sri Lankan
schoolchildren make a charming sight in
their immaculate white uniforms arriving
by coach, on foot or perched across the
handlebars of push bikes.
What to take to the school? The advice
was not to give money but find out what
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St Leonards Parish Hall
Diamond Jubilee Fete
Saturday 2nd June 2012
Opening 2pm
Horse Show and Gymkhana (from 9am)
Companion Dog Show (from 1pm)

they want or need. This is easy as they
have so little, so we armed ourselves with
footballs, cricket sets, bats and balls, pads
of paper, crayons, plastic toys and other
assorted items. The schoolteacher, Siri,
translated from a plaque on the wall the
words ‘The parochial church council of St
Leonards!’ We received a warm welcome.
The children were soon coaxed into singing
their ABCs and Twinkle Twinkle Little Star.
We spent a happy hour or so drawing,
playing ball and were very sad to say
goodbye.
The school is a basic structure with very
few facilities, but painted brightly and
the walls are covered with the children’s
artwork. The chairs and tables were
donated by Sally Reynolds and Katharine
Dallas and they have some outdoor
play equipment. The teacher is doing a
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wonderful job with very limited resources
but I could not help making a comparison
with our local schools: our children are so
very fortunate. I know that St Leonards is
proud of the creation of the Sri Lankan preschool but Michael and I realised that the
link is a very tenuous one.
I think we have a dilemma: do we just
take the view that we gave the school
its building and leave them to it, or try
to create a more tangible connection? I
have spoken to Miss Bramble and she is
keen to try and create a link between the
two schools. There will be difficulties with
language and in ensuring that anything we
provide arrives safely, but surely it is worth
a try? If anyone has any suggestions or can
offer practical help we would love to hear
from you.

Activities and stalls, refreshments, vintage cars,
motor cycles and bicycles, model aeroplanes,
fairground organ,
Matt Baker’s Rickshaw
Barbeque, beer tent, bouncy castle
A day out for all the family.
Donations requested on entrance – adults £1, children 50p
For more information phone Dave Clarke on 758567

Judy Joseph VC Governing Body
Hilltop News
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CHOLESBURY cum
ST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
After a very warm and continuing dry spell
in March, April came as quite a shock, much
colder but with welcome rain for gardeners
and all of us alike. Many of my vegetables
and greenhouse plants seem to be growing
slowly and some have been eaten but
the blossom on the crab apples has been
stunning.

W

e kicked off our Horticultural
events in March with a
fascinating talk by Roger Askew
on the history of the Savill Gardens. He
took us through the development of the
gardens from the original three acres to the
fantastic gardens they are today covering
35 acres. They were created by Sir Eric Savill
in the 1930s and began life as a woodland
garden with native oak, beech and sweet
chestnut trees. The gardens have since
evolved considerably by incorporating many
new plants over the years. We saw some
wonderful slides which showed the gardens
throughout the seasons and they are well
worth a visit.
Although we have had a few wet weeks
the hosepipe ban looks like it will continue
for some time as it will take many months
of rain to replenish the water table.  
Lawns tend to recover when the rain
returns although they can go quite brown
during dry spells. It is often better to mow
at a higher level and leave them slightly
longer during drier months to help retain
moisture.  
Established trees and hedges seldom
need watering but newly planted ones are
vulnerable. It looks as though I have lost
one or two trees and a couple of shrubs
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over the past year although the majority
have settled in pretty well. A particularly
cold weekend in February following a mild
spell caused most of the problems. My bay
tree has suffered and looks as though it
has died, not only from the sharp frost but
it also developed severe cracks running
up the bark, possibly through inconsistent
watering after a very dry spell.
Grouping pots in clusters of similar
size makes watering easier and reduces
moisture loss: they also help to shade each
other. I tend to use bowls of washing up
water or water that has been used for
rinsing fruit and vegetables for pots and
plants near my back door. My children try
and help occasionally but that runs the
risk that some plants get soaked, others
get very little or the children get drenched
themselves!

Dates for your diary
Jubilee plant stall - Saturday 2 June - Don’t
forget to bring your excess plants to our
special plant stall at the St Leonards Fete.
We hope to have a red, white and blue
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theme but other plants and vegetables
would also be very welcome. Please either
bring them along early on the morning of
the Fete or ring me on 757238.
Members Evening - Friday 22 June - We
have our special Members evening open
garden at Bramleys, Broomstick Lane
courtesy of Simon Moore in memory of
his late mother Laura. A collection will be
made for the Chiltern Dog Rescue Home,
her favourite charity.
John and Diana Garner are opening
their own garden at Montana, Shire Lane
for home-made teas on Sunday 8 July from
2-5pm. There will be plants for sale and live
music by Sue and Clive – all proceeds to Iain
Rennie Hospice at Home.
We are always looking for new members,
so if you would like to join the Horticultural
Society or to book events please contact
Diana Garner on montana@cholesbury.net
or phone 758347.
We look forward to seeing you over the
summer.

100 Club winners
April 2012
1st Prize		
Mrs J Phimester, Chivery

£25

£15
2nd Prize		
Mrs J Smith, Buckland Common
3rd Prize		
Mrs B Farmer, Cholesbury

Jubilee celebrations
One of the HCCPS contributions to the
celebrations will be the Jubilee Beacon,
which will be built somewhere between
Mermaid Cottage and the Dew Pond on
Cholesbury Common, sited so that there
are no risks to either Mermaid Cottage, the
road or the woodland edge.  The intention
is to light the beacon at 10pm on Monday 4
June. By this time, most of our other Jubilee
events will have taken place, with the
exception of David Dennis’s moth trapping
(see below). We would like to thank Philip
Matthews for his kind offer to build the
beacon. Parking for this event will be by
Cholesbury Village Hall.

£15

Happy Gardening

Pudding-stones
To mark the Jubilee, we are considering
moving the two pudding-stones which are
currently behind the cricket clubhouse, and
adding a third stone. Pudding-stones have
a hard, siliceous sandstone matrix packed
with pebbles and they would once have
been much more common in the area.
However, since there are few other rocky
materials in the area other than flints,
many of them have been used for building
materials or as garden features.
The two stones now on the Common
are thought to have been moved from the
entrance to Cholesbury Camp (where the
entrance to St Laurence Church is now)
by Henry Turner, the Lord of the Manors
(1899-1929), since they were believed to
have pagan associations. He therefore
considered them inappropriately placed
in the churchyard, though pudding-stones
are frequently found in other churchyards.
It is believed that the early churches

Barbara Baddon
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HAWRIDGE AND
CHOLESBURY
COMMONS
PRESERVATION
SOCIETY
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retained some of the old pagan symbols to
encourage people to convert to Christianity.  
Butterfly walk
To add to the Jubilee celebrations, David
Dennis has again agreed to take us on a
guided walk to find as many late spring/
early summer butterfly species as possible.
The walk will explore grassland and
wooded habitats, and will last about 90
minutes. David’s walks are always fun
and full of information about the lives of
butterflies, their chosen habitats, their
favourite food sources and their courtship
and mating practices. We meet opposite the
Full Moon on Monday 4 June at 2.30pm,
depending on the weather. Children are
very welcome – they are often far better at
spotting butterflies than the adults!
Moth trapping
In addition to the butterfly walk, David
and moth expert Peter Bygate will set up
a light-based moth trap and illuminated
sheet on Cholesbury Common behind the
cricket pitch on the evening of Monday
4 June at 9.30pm. David and Peter hope
that we will be able to see a wide variety
of species including some of the large,
spectacular hawk-moths which should be
flying at this time of the year. The light
trap will operate until at least 11pm, but
people can come and go to see the Beacon.
Mulled wine will be provided, but do
bring a torch and warm clothing. On the
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following morning there will be a Moth
Release. June 5th is also a Bank Holiday and
from 10-11.00am, opposite the Full Moon,
we will investigate, identify and release the
contents of the moth trap. As many moths
as possible will be photographed for the
website.
Jubilee orchard
This is a longer term project to mark the
Jubilee. Work on a proposed community
orchard in the allotment near The Full
Moon has been delayed until the birds
have finished nesting and the ground
has a chance to dry out. However, Linden
and Stephen Bevan-Pritchard have been
researching possible old Buckinghamshire
apple varieties with wonderful names such
as Buckinghamshire Pig’s Snout, Wotton
Costard and Red Claygate.
As our modern methods of food
distribution ignore apples that do not fit in
with the perceived need for uniform fruits

that store well, old varieties of fruit are in
danger of being lost. Fortunately, there
are individuals who are passionate about
preserving this wonderful heritage, so it
will not be difficult to obtain the varieties
that we want to grow. Linden has also been
looking into the practicalities of setting up
the orchard and we envisage it as a quiet
haven, with wild flowers, perhaps with a
simple bench or two and maybe juicing the
apples for the school or local use.
However, to bring this about, we would
need the involvement of committed
volunteers to help with planning,
maintenance and pruning etc.  If you would
like to be involved with this project, please
get in touch with Linden on 758750 or
bvanp@care4free.net.
The allotment, which is on the left as
you enter the Paddock of the Full Moon,
was originally one of two. The other, next
to Medlars, was sold to the Post Office for
the Cholesbury Telephone Exchange (does
anyone know when?). We do not know
the full history of the allotments but, since
no one is allowed to grow anything on
Common land, it is assumed that they were
a gesture of goodwill from the Lord of the
Manor at a time when local people were
having a difficult time financially, such as in
wartime. The allotments are known to have
been used when Henry Turner was Lord of
the Manors and that he made no charge
for them. However, they may have been in
use before that. We also know that, more
recently, John Randall (Lord of the Manors
1953-79) rented the allotment to Beatrice
Maud Wilson of 3 Post Office Cottages (the
wife of Ian Cheney Wilson) in September
1973 for £1 per annum. It was last used
by Frank Sugden of Holly Cottage, at a
peppercorn rent, in the late 1970s or early
80s. If anyone has any further information
about them please contact Lindsay Griffin
(758440).
Pond
At last, Pallet’s Pond is filling up with water
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and the black plastic, which is in place to try
to eradicate the New Zealand Pygmy Weed,
is less obtrusive than it was. Isobel has
checked the uncovered areas recently and,
fortunately, has found no new sightings of
this invasive weed. We will be monitoring
the effects of the plastic over the summer
and would hope to be able to remove it
within the next six months.
If you are keen on ponds or would like
to know more about their management,
we would welcome volunteers to help
Mark Hobbs (758505) in this important
work. There may also be an opportunity
for you to find out more about them at a
one-day course run by a pond expert, who
will explain why ponds are so important for
wildlife and how to restore and maintain
them through practical management.
The Conservation Board plan to hold a
workshop, at a date to be arranged: please
contact Mark if you might be interested in
attending since early booking is imperative.

Ben has now submitted an application
for the society to obtain charitable status.
If this is granted, we will be contacting all
members who are able to do so to make
their subscriptions and donations subject to
Gift Aid.
Hemel Hempstead Conservation Volunteers
The HHCV group are coming on the 24 June
to do some gorse removal in the heather
areas and bracken bruising on woodland
edges and around isolated trees.
Orienteering on the Commons
This event on Saturday 16 June is organised
by Thames Valley Orienteering Club and
is an exciting family-friendly introduction
to orienteering as well as being suitable
for more experienced competitors. If you
haven’t tried orienteering before, someone
will be available to explain the basics and
point you in the right direction.  

Updating the flora and fauna records
We are keen to update the records of the
flora and fauna on the Commons and
would welcome any comments regarding
species that you have seen or which now
seem to be missing in the 10 years since we
last published data in the Local Heritage
Study, available on www.cholesbury.com
/ Commons Preservation Society. Please
contact Lindsay Griffin on 758440 or
lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk with any details.  
Subscriptions/charitable status
If you have not yet paid your annual
subscriptions (£10 each person) we would
be grateful if you would please make
your payment to Ben and Hayley Lewis,
7 Sandpit Hill Cottages, Cholesbury Lane,
Cholesbury, Tring HP23 6NF. Cheques should
be made payable to HCCPS. Alternatively,
Ben can provide you with a form to pay
by Standing Order. He can be contacted
by email lewis.cholesbury@gmail.com or
phone 758843.
Hilltop News

Old Photos Restored
Professional retouching and restoration of old
or damaged photographs including mounting
and framing.

01494 758882

email: info@michaelspark.com
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NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

Car parking, event registration and
toilets are located at Hawridge and
Cholesbury School. There will be a £1 car
park charge, to be donated to the school.
Turn up to register any time between 10
and 11.30am and you can start at any time
until noon. Courses close at 1pm. No special
equipment is needed: just wear whatever
you would for a walk or run. We will lend
you an electronic timing device to record
your progress and show that you have
visited each control point.
There will be a choice of several courses
which will take around 30-60 minutes,
ranging from around 1.5km to 5km,
suitable for newcomers and families. It is
entry on the day, so just turn up and take
part - £2 adults/£1 children.

Police in Chiltern are
warning residents about
a door-to-door sales scam
involving young men
and women claiming to
be ex-convicts trying to
earn some money. The bogus salesmen
target one area at a time and knock at
doors claiming to be ex-convicts on a
young offenders’ scheme and try to sell the
occupant everyday households products
such as dusters and house cleaning products
at high prices. If any salesperson comes
to your door, you should ask to see their
Pedlar’s certificate - these are only issued to
individuals under very strict conditions. You
can contact the police station it was issued
at in order to prove if it’s genuine. Selling
door-to-door without this certificate is a
criminal offence.

For more information contact Mike Shires
on 07941 096064 (evenings) or email:
michaelshires@hotmail.com
With thanks to Lindsay for her help with
this article
Paul Hembury (Chairman HCCPS)
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Deputy Area Commander, Chief Inspector
Bobbi Rai says “I would encourage all our
residents not to buy from these people and
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to take the time to reflect and research
before making a decision to purchase.
These people may not only be applying
pressure on residents to buy their products
at inflated prices but may also be involved in
other criminal activity. As such it is important
that residents call us and let us know this is
happening in their neighbourhood to give us
the opportunity to check out whether their
activity is indeed lawful. Please call us on 101
and let us know.”
You can request a free ‘no-cold calling’
sticker for the front door by emailing your
name and address to communitysafety@
chiltern.gov.uk and putting ‘no-cold calling
sticker’ in the subject line or by calling the
Community Safety Team on 01494 732089.
If a doorstep seller comes to your door you
can just point at the sticker and ask them to
leave. If they refuse to leave, or return, they
are committing a criminal offence.
Remember that the number for contacting
Thames Valley Police is now 101 (and always
use 999 in an emergency).
Shirley Blomfield (758314)
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

A

t the meeting in April, Roger Askew
gave us a lively and informative
history of the Olympic Games. We
had been asked to bring along our own
sporting awards and there were silver
cups and a fine silver and glass jug and we
were all much impressed with the school
athletic certificates brought along by Janet
MacDonald. Our very best wishes were sent
to Iris Hawkes, who was unable to be at the
meeting.
Jubilee weekend will soon be here, and
the cake stall at St Leonards Parish Hall
Fete on 2 June will be open for business
once again. Come and buy (and if you can
bake for us too that would be wonderful) –
please contact Carol Henry on 758435. Teas
and cakes will also be available throughout
the afternoon from the kitchen, again any
offers of help would be gratefully received.
Then on 18 June our monthly meeting
will take us back in time: Valerie Edwards
is the Chief Guide at Chenies Manor and
is coming to tell us about the house with
a talk titled ‘Chenies Time Machine –
unearthing a Tudor mystery’. The meeting
starts at 8pm.
July is our Birthday Meeting (33 years
old this year) and further details about this
evening can also be obtained from Carol.

CREAM TEAS IN
CHOLESBURY

W

hat a delicious way to spend
a summer’s afternoon and
support The Hospice of St
Francis - Sunday 24 June, 2- 5pm: cream
teas at Cholesbury Village Hall.
Help on the day and/or donations
of goodies (cakes, biscuits etc) most
welcome: please email: guyandsue.
williams@btinternet.com or phone 07818
056278.

GILL STURGESS
31 March 1931 - 7 February 2012
On 21 February St Leonards Church was
filled to capacity with family and friends,
some of whom had travelled many miles
to say farewell to Gill. In their wish to be
present they represented the many aspects
and stages of Gill’s life – and they were
all there for one reason: to recognise how
much Gill had given to them during her
lifetime and the great affection in which
she was held.

G

ill’s love of the countryside – her
dogs and horses – stemmed from
her happy childhood days in Surrey
and Rutland. When she married Peter in
1955 she exchanged this somewhat quiet
life for Army life, making homes in farflung places such as Aden, Malaya and
Singapore: learning to ski, cook, entertain
and bring up two children, Jane and Hugh,
often on her own when the Regiment took
Peter away for extended periods. These
were years when very great friends were
made, indeed friendships which continued
throughout Gill’s life.
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But it was 43 years ago that, having left
the army, Peter and Gill came to live in the
Chilterns and during this time, first at the
Mill House, then Kingswood House, and
finally at Craven Cottage in St Leonards
that Gill’s understated but determined
character allowed her to integrate so well
into village life. She worked hard and with
quiet enthusiasm in so many different ways:
selling raspberries and eggs from home;
working as a volunteer for meals on wheels;
raising money for the church or village hall;
helping Jane run her livery yard and, most
importantly, selling and organising the sale
of poppies for which she received an award
from the British Legion and an invitation to
a garden party at Buckingham Palace!
Always surrounded by dogs and horses,
Gill’s passion for racing took her and Peter,
as owners, all over the country. She had
an immense interest in the sport and was
particularly thrilled when occasionally her
horse, wearing her distinctive blue and
yellow colours, came in first.
When, through Parkinson’s disease,
her care for others and her desire to help
were gradually thwarted she was greatly
saddened. She was both strong and stoic
and her need to be helped during these
years both by Peter and later by carers did
not come nearly so easily to her as did her
help for others, but she never complained
about her disability.
Her love and support for Peter
throughout 56 happy years of marriage and
for Jane and Hugh was infinite – whether as
an Army or a civilian wife; whether on the
hunting field with Jane or at the end of a
phone to Hugh during his school, university
and long periods of absence abroad.
Although less able to take an active part
in their lives, this love blossomed further
when her grandchildren were around.
Gill, you are much missed in the Hilltop
Villages and in many other places where
family and friends remember you with
great affection.
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LITTLE BEARS

C

ongratulations to Little Bears Play
Group which has been awarded
a food standards rating of 5 out
of 5. This reflects the excellent standard
of work done by Little Bears staff and
the quality of the kitchen facilities at St
Leonards Parish Hall.
For further details contact Clair Cox
on claire.cox@littlebearspreschool.org.uk
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Meeting Your Maker
by the Reverend
David Burgess
Guilty pleasures?
We all have them,
ministers included.
Two of mine are
occasional forays
into science-fiction, either in literary or
cinematic form, and the work of the British
director Ridley Scott: which means I’ll
probably be combining both pleasures at
some stage this month by watching his
new film ‘Prometheus’. But I’d like to begin
by referring briefly to the last time Scott
and science-fiction joined forces – ‘Blade
Runner’, his production of the early 1980s.

A

mongst other things it is an
exploration of what it means to
be human. One line in the film has
stayed with me – “It’s quite a thing to meet
your maker” – the words of Roy, a character
in the film. He’s a “replicant”, an artificial
human being, and has just met the genetic
engineer who designed him.
Very early this month we have the last
of the post-Easter festivals: Trinity Sunday,
with its twin themes of the mystery of God
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and the
majesty of God Almighty.
I’d like to take just a few lines to reflect
on the second of those themes. The set
reading for the day from the Old Testament
is from the book of Isaiah: a brief but
powerful episode where the prophet, like
Roy the replicant, meets his maker.
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Unlike Roy, though, Isaiah is terrified:
“Woe is me…. my eyes have seen the
King, the Lord of hosts!” He knows his
experience, whether physical or visionary,
should have been enough to destroy him.
But God Almighty is also merciful and has
a job for Isaiah to do. Isaiah survives the
experience and records it.
I come across people who take God
too lightly in one of two ways. One way
over-emphasises “God All-Matey”. There’s
nothing wrong with this idea if you’re
sharing it with young people, seekers after
faith, or inexperienced Christians, who need
the assurance of God’s love and friendship:
but we need to grow in faith and extend
our understanding of God. Not all of us do.
The other way substitutes religion or
ritual for an authentic experience of the
living God. This results in a formality that
looks like reverence but which can actually
form a barrier between the worshipper and
their creator. The barrier needs to come
down before real worship can begin.
As always, we need a balanced approach
to the foundations of our faith, but we
can and should remind ourselves that on
Trinity Sunday, whether we are considering
his mystery or his majesty, we contemplate
meeting with God Almighty, our maker. It is
indeed quite a thing.
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David continues to make good progress following
his heart procedure in the middle of April.

ST LEONARDS

A

t the APCM on 25 April,
Gill Fleckney
was elected
as churchwarden.
We are immensely
grateful to Gill
for taking over from Anne
Butterworth and Ann Horn, who have
served 32 years between them! It’s an
exciting time for St Leonards. The repair
and repainting of the walls is finally
finished and, although some areas of worn
plaster have fallen down from the ceiling,
the work to the inside of the church is
nearly complete.
We noted this with a wonderful service
of Re-dedication on Sunday 6 May together
with a celebration of the centenary of the

village and church becoming a Church of
England ecclesiastical parish in its own
right. Archdeacon Karen Gorham led the
service and talked warmly to a very full
church – where the scent of flowers only
just eclipsed the scent of wax polish! Gill
brought together an amazing band of
helpers to remove the dust of two weeks
work repairing the ceiling. For the flowers
and the polish, we are most grateful!
David spoke unexpectedly (at least to
two of us!) at the end of the service of the
many years work by Anne Butterworth
and Ann Horn (who were totally overcome
and surprised!) as churchwardens of
St Leonards. The Sunday School gave
them flowers and cards and the PCC and
other kind friends presented them with
wonderful framed pencil drawings of
the church – with remarks characterising

Gleaming again!
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Former long-serving churchwardens
their different strengths written over it.
It was a very moving end to a very special
service. We enjoyed a glass of wine outside
afterwards and it didn’t rain! Thank you to
all who came.
All who came to our services at Easter
were welcomed with the wonderful scent
of lilies as they entered the church. Our
thanks, as always, to those of you who
decorate the church so regularly and so
willingly. The children’s Easter Garden
was a focal point in the church and an
enthusiastic little group worked hard on
Good Friday morning re-creating the death
and resurrection of Jesus.
The next tea-party is on Wednesday 27th
June followed by Wednesday 25th July.
We share news, enjoy a wonderful tea and
laugh a lot! We would love to see you if you
haven’t been before and are always happy
to collect you. Just ring Anne Butterworth
758700 or Anne Lake 01296 620169.
Our Breakfast Service, which continues
to welcome new young families, is on 24
June and 22 July. It is a really wonderful
service and we look forward to seeing you
there.
Hilltop News
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O

ur Easter Praise
was once again
a very happy
service and we would
like to thank everybody
who took part,
especially the children,
Maisie and Mollie Bradfield, Joshua and
Amy Leigh and Jeremiah Puren.
Despite the power cut, everyone
thoroughly enjoyed the Quiz Evening on
28 April at the school and we were able to
finish our fish and chips before the lights
went out! All agreed we should continue
the evening by torchlight. Our thanks
to Sylvia and James for organizing the
questions.
Special Jubilee Service – We welcome
you all to our Family Jubilee Celebration
Service on Sunday 3 June at 9.30am. The
church will remain open afterwards until
5pm for tea, coffee and cake.
Annual Concert – Friday 15 June, 7pm
at Hawridge and Cholesbury School. This
is an excellent concert conducted by Iain
27

Ledingham with students from the Royal
Academy of Music. Refreshments are served
afterwards. Tickets £15. For further details
please contact Elizabeth (758214) or Joan
(758332).  
Hawridge & Cholesbury Churches’ Fete
– Bank Holiday Monday 27 August. We are
now starting to make arrangements for the
fete. If you are able to help or would like
to take part in the forward planning please
contact the churchwardens, John Farmer
758715, Joan Walton (758332) or Elizabeth
Tomlin (758214).
Patronal Festival – 1st July – The church
will be open following the 9.30am Family
Service until 5pm. We will be serving tea,
coffee and cake all day!
Could you help by contributing to a
vision for developing the life of Hawridge
Church? Could you help us to put this into
action? The PCC needs four more members
to join them. There are four meetings
a year and an Annual Parish Meeting.
We do need you! Please contact the
churchwardens Joan (758332) or Elizabeth
(758214).
Hawridge Church Walking Group – Our
next walk will be on 12 June (not the 5th!),
starting at 10am from Cholesbury Cricket
Pitch. We meet after that on 3 July – venue
to be advised. As usual coffee and tea are
available after the walk and a donation
to the church of 50p is much appreciated.
Contact Margaret or Joan (758332).
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W

e are pleased
David is
recovering
so well from his recent
surgery. David was
unable to attend
the Annual Parish
Church Meeting, at which we reported a
better financial picture than recent years
following an unexpected donation and
almost zero maintenance costs. The income
last year from our Free Will Box was over
£200, which reflects the many people
who visit us and write of the peace they
experience in our church. The Electoral Roll
remains the same and in 2011 we had four
Baptisms.
Sue Fletcher has stood down from the
PCC after ten years’ membership and she
will be sorely missed. Sue has always had a
valuable appreciation of Parish needs and
she provided the practical and considered
views that helped to bring many meetings
to a consensus. She has also been active
in the many fund-raising activities for the
church and fortunately this involvement
will continue. From Cream Teas to the
Fete, we look forward to her help. The PCC
thanks you, Sue for your past and ongoing
commitment.
The Good Friday Walk of Witness
somehow avoided the rain and two groups
of walkers met at Cholesbury Village Hall,
including a visitor from Lichfield who
joined the Hawridge walk. On Easter Day
the altar flower arrangement was a crown
of thorns on white hyacinths reminding us
of the empty tomb and the Resurrection we
celebrate.
On 27 May we have a Parish Communion
at 9am to celebrate Pentecost, formerly
known as Whit Sunday, and one of the
great Christian festivals.
At the end of June we will hold our
annual Pets Service. In recent years the
weather has allowed us to hold the service
Hilltop News

outside where our larger animal guests
are more comfortable. You are welcome
to bring your pets of whatever size and
disposition (if they are your pet they can’t
be too unruly!) and David will bless them.
The service is at 9am on Sunday 24 June.
We are holding the annual Churches
Fete on Monday 27 August. This year we
have great national events with the Jubilee
and Olympics, so please put this village
event in your diary.
Preparations for the visit to the House
of Lords are progressing well. More than
40 people have paid their deposits, which
means there are just a few places left. The
visit is an all-day event including lunch
in the Houses of Parliament and is on
Wednesday 11 October.
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It’s a jungle out there
There is much we can thank the Victorians
and Edwardians for and much perhaps
we rightly choose to forget. A major
preoccupation with both Victorian and
Edwardian gentlemen and indeed many
ladies too, was collecting all forms of our
native wildlife.

A

visit to Walter Rothschild’s Museum
(now part of the National History
Museum) will confirm what happens
when such an obsession gets out of hand.
The museum has more stuffed birds,
reptiles and mammals than you can shake
a stick at and cabinets full to the brim of
pinned and mounted arthropods (insects,
arachnids etc). Within this menagerie
are species from around the world once
common, some now extinct and others at
risk of the same fate.
Both the Victorian and Edwardian
collectors are responsible for giving names
to much of our native animals and plants.
At the time, animals from the four corners
of the British Empire and even more remote
foreign parts were being displayed in
museums and zoos, such as the then newly
opened London Zoo. So it is no surprise
that amateur naturalists and collectors such
as lepidopterists (butterflies and moths),
coleopterists (beetles), arachnologists
(spiders), were tempted to coin a name for
newly discovered domestic species which
bore some passing resemblance or unusual
characteristic feature to one of these
exotics.
Far as we might be from the African
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savannahs, the South American rainforests
or Indian jungles, we have a menagerie
of animals living within or visiting our
gardens and native to the Chilterns.
Like the distinctive quadruped which
roams the African grasslands, we have an
unusual arachnid in our gardens, patios
and brick walls called the Zebra Spider: so
called because it has distinctive black and
white horizontal stripes along its body.
It is one of a small group of arachnids in
the country that do not produce a web.
Instead, it relies on two very large eyes
(part of a set of eight). These enlarged
ones provide binocular vision to hunt
down and capture prey. Food comes in all
shapes and sizes from greenfly to small
beetles. Catching small insects which can
travel at considerable speed requires more
than a sharp pair of eyes. To overcome
this, the zebra spider has evolved a set of
eight powerful legs to leap over 16 times
its length and pounce on its unsuspecting
meal.
It is not only appearance that suggested
names to erstwhile enthusiasts. The
behavioural characteristics provided
suggestions: like the Elephant Hawk-moth,
which can be found locally. Moths, like
Butterflies, have four distinct stages in their
development and it is the larval stage that
the elephantine features come to light. One
of the common food-plants of this insect is
willowherb. This plant flourishes in recently
disturbed ground and was a common site
on bomb sites during and after the Second
World War. In Victorian Britain the rapid
construction of the railway network led
to an equally rapid spread of the crimsonHilltop News

flowered plant along these causeways and
must have also resulted in an explosion in
the numbers of this moth species.
As a small caterpillar the elephant hawkmoth is susceptible to predation by birds,
so it is unsurprising that in its early stages
of development it has a fairly nondescript
lime green colouration. However, having
reached a size which affords it some
protection from attack, the caterpillar’s
camouflage is exchanged for more strident
hues. The larva also strikes two poses. First,
one described as a ‘snakes-head’ shows off
false eyes which mimics a small snake when
disturbed and a second, by extending the
front-end of its body, was seen as similar to
an elephant’s trunk. The fast-flying moth,
seen on the wing on warm evenings, is a
spectacular powdered-pink in colour.
We are familiar with dragonflies and
their close relatives the damselflies.
However, although not possessing the
delicate beauty of either of these, there is
a similar but unrelated large flying insect.  
It is not the flying adult of this species but
its larva which is of particular interest and
is responsible for the unusual name of Antlion. This diminutive animal lives out this
stage of its lifecycle typically at the bottom
of a sand pit of its own construction. Such is
the construction of the pit, with steep sides
coming to a point at the base, that the Antlion’s unfortunate prey, ants, lose grip and
fall over the edge of the pit and into the
grip of the predator’s lethal sickle-shaped
jaws. The prey is then injected with lethal
venom.
We are blessed with some interesting
ponds in the Hilltop Villages. Not just the
two on Cholesbury Common but notable
others are to be found at Braziers End and
on the road verges of Oak Lane and Bottom
Road. Some of these may be ‘perpetual,’
like the Bury Pond in the Hill Fort, some
seasonal and probably suffering to some
degree to the current drought conditions.
Despite this there are interesting flora and
fauna to be found in them.
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There are a number of carnivorous
beasties, but to keep to the theme of this
piece I have opted for the Water Scorpion.
Like the Ant-Lion this is a quirky-looking
insect. Swimming is not one of its strengths
and without gills it needs to surface
periodically to take on air through a thin
whip-like siphon tube at the base of its
abdomen. Although it might crawl out of
the water and, like other water-bugs, has
wings, it cannot fly: instead it uses them to
trap oxygen-rich air. To aid movement, both
through water and through the tangle
of weeds, it has a much flattened body
shape and looks like a dead leaf, which
affords some disguise and protection from
predator fish or ducks. It spends most of
its time crawling along within the muddy
zone at the bottom of ponds or ditches. Its
front legs have been adapted to catch, with
a scissor-like action, other insects and also
tadpoles as well as any invertebrates.
Recently, examples of tropical scorpions
have also been found in this country. Like
other alien species they were first found
near dockland. Able to survive very cold
temperatures, they arrived onboard vessels
carrying fruit and vegetables and escaped
into the often wild hinterland around docks
and harbours. As far as I am aware there
are no zebras, elephants or lions currently
roaming wild in the UK!
That’s all for now. Comments and questions
to chrisbrown@rayshill.com Phone 758890
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Village memories of
Royal occasions
When Queen Elizabeth II began her reign in
1952 you could have bought a house in the
Hilltop Villages for £2,000, enjoyed a pint
at one of our locals for 5p and filled your
car for less a fiver.
Costs aside, it has been the voluntary
effort of so many of our village folk who
have made our celebrations over the
commemorative weekends of The Queen’s
reign so special. Here are a few snippets to
jog the memory…
Coronation – 1953
In medieval times, coronations were
arranged ASAP after the accession to
avoid other claimants coming forward.
More recently, speed was not an issue so
the extra time allowed the ceremony to
be properly planned. This is one reason
why our Queen’s coronation took place in
the summer of 1953, when the weather
was expected to be warm and sunny. It
turned out to be one of the coldest and
wettest June days for years – but this did
not dampen the enthusiasm of crowds
who lined the streets of London, or the
thousands nationwide who held street
parties.
On 2 June, our villagers really went to
town. Pupils of Hawridge & Cholesbury
School entertained with country dancing
and our other school at the time – St
Leonards – put on a historical pageant.
There was also a fancy dress parade, sports
events, tree planting ceremony, bonfire and
firework display and a Grand Coronation
Dance at St Leonards Parish Hall.
Interestingly, additional entertainment
34

the 50s
Memories from

Coronation souvenir programme

was provided, not only by Hawridge
& Cholesbury Cricket Club, but by St
Leonards & Buckland Common CC – long
since disbanded. Also involved were
other village sporting clubs now a distant
memory – two football clubs (same names
as their cricketing counterparts) and the
Full Moon Bowls Club. The village Girl
Guides also showed their camping skills for
the occasion. It was noted in the souvenir
Coronation programme that a free bus
service was provided within the villages!
Silver Jubilee – 1977
Celebrating 25 years of the Queen’s reign,
Hilltop News

the villages arranged the familiar pageant,
bonfire, exhibition, fancy dress and dancing
and also introduced a novelty pram race,
ladies versus gentlemen cricket match and a
riding display. There was an open air service
on Buckland Common and a ‘boundary
walk’.
Golden Jubilee – 2002
Still in the memory of most Hilltop Villagers
today, the Golden Jubilee weekend from
1st to 3rd June saw a fete at St Leonards,
a flower festival at the church and a joint
parish church service at Hawridge church.
Our local pubs provided entertainment,
including a hog roast. A display of
‘Remember the 50s’ memorabilia brought
back fond memories for many and interest
for all.
The first in a series of leaflets detailing
walks around the Hilltop Villages was
Hilltop News
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produced by the Local History Group, which
also marked its own (40th) anniversary.
HG Matthews produced a
commemorative brick which was presented
to all the children of the village under the
age of 12. Our local brick-maker is very
kindly doing the same again this year.
Jubilee memories will be revived at a
special exhibition at Cholesbury Village Hall
on Monday 4 June, for which locals have
loaned Royal memorabilia from the past 60
years.
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Do come along and support our next
generation of cricketers!  
Expect a bumper load of fun on Bank
Holiday Monday 4 June, as the club
celebrates The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
with a Fun Day for the whole family,
starting at 1pm. Everyone in the Hilltop
community is invited to come along and
join in. Various games and competitions
are being organised including tug-o-war,
welly-wanging, rounders and races. This
will be followed at 6pm by a Chiltern
League Knockout Cup match between H&C
and the winners of the match between
Penn & Tylers Green and Coleshill. So lots of
fun and games, food and drink, including
a barbeque: after which comes the lighting
of the Beacon on the Common.
All news, photos and more can be found
on the new club website:
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY CRICKET
CLUB
Despite the efforts
of Mother Nature,
serving up the
wettest April on
record, groundsman
Kevin Hamblin
worked miracles
on the Cholesbury
Common wicket
to enable our First Team’s opening home
league match of the season to go ahead on
5 May. This was after the opening week’s
matches in the Chiltern League were
washed out.
nfortunately the result was
not as successful as the ground
preparation: we lost to Penn &
Tylers Green by 3 wickets. H&C were put
into bat and bowled out for 163, with
captain Mike Hamblin top scoring with 47
and Rifai Mohammed chipping in with 30.
The opposition struggled, but managed
to pass our score for the loss of 7 wickets.
Best bowling for H&C came from Suranga
Daluwatta with 3 for 42 and Saraf with 3
for 30.  
Steve Drane’s Second Team has not
been as lucky with the weather, with both
matches scheduled so far being washed out.  
The Sunday Team started the season
really early, on 15 April, with a convincing
win against Sarratt, despite several sleet
showers which passed over the ground
throughout the afternoon. Team captain
Andy Holdsworth top scored with a
swashbuckling 88 not out, including 6
fours and 2 sixes, out of a total of 208 for
6. Sarratt replied with 150 all out. H&C
wickets were shared amongst six bowlers,
with Will Mills (2 for 10) and Neil Jones (2
for 18) the pick. Then, after two weekend
washouts, we had an exciting match

U
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Brian Ralphs, Chairman, Hawridge &
Cholesbury Cricket Club

Sunday skipper Andy Holdsworth off to a
flying start!

against West Wycombe on 6 May. After
our opponents posted a credible 163 on a
low and slow wicket, H&C chased down the
score to win by 3 wickets with one ball to
spare. Andy Holdsworth with 52 and James
Cath (48) were the top scorers.
Colts cricket goes from strength to
strength. At the registration evening on
19 April, 34 colts signed up, despite the
inclement weather. Then, after another
washed-out practice night, a few more
joined on the first Thursday in May to take
the total past 40. Teams have been entered
into Bucks Junior Cricket Board leagues
from Under 10 to Under 13: matches taking
place on weekday evenings at 6pm and
Sunday mornings at 10am throughout
May, June and July. There’s still room for
more players, especially in the U13 group.
Hilltop News
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common land between villagers. All that
remained of the once extensive common
was a small rectangular allotment of land
known today as Buckland Common.
Today the area is very much a place
for recreational use. Buckland Common is
enjoyed by dog walkers, ramblers, horse
riders and local residents. The clay pits
have been filled in and a number of trees
have been planted on the lower part of
the common. Over the last couple of years
a new mowing regime has allowed the
increase of wild flowers, which means the
common is alive with bees, butterflies and
hoverflies from June onwards. A plant
survey in 2007-8 by Linda Wordsworth
revealed an astonishing 120 flowering
plants on Buckland Common. Partridges
nest in the remaining tiny patch of original
scrubland. This year for the first time David
Dennis, Chair of Butterfly Conservation,
will be recording, alongside the ‘Meadow
Project’, butterfly species sighted on
Buckland Common.
* * * * *

Sowing seeds on
Buckland Common
In the 11th Century Buckland Common
comprised the southern and upland part
of the manor of Buckland. The upland
area consisted of impenetrable scrub and
woodland and was gradually cleared giving
access to pasture land suitable for grazing
cattle and sheep. During the 16th Century
the land began to be transformed to an
area of permanent settlement and become
known as Buckland Common.
40

A

number of kilns were built pre-1700
near the Common making use of the
local clay deposits to make pottery:
contributing to the development of the
settlement. Buckland Common was also a
useful source of clay for the thriving brick
making industry which survived into the
20th Century. This resulted in deep clay pits
appearing across the common and making
the land virtually out of bounds until
relatively recently.
In 1842 the Commissioners for Enclosures
oversaw the dividing up of the 15 acres of
Hilltop News

their continual demise across the country,
which is partly due to loss of habitat.
David Dennis gave an informative
talk on why and how we should help our
butterfly pollinators, and also how to
identify butterflies once we’ve enticed
them into our gardens. Take a look at his
guest blog which talks about identifying
butterflies that are out and about now.
In mid-Summer the Meadow Project
hopes to work with local school children
to carry out a bug survey for BugLife. So if
you’d like to be part of this new community
project get in touch and have a look at
the blog https://plantameadow.wordpress.
com, where you will find lots of useful
information and easy to use guides on how
you can improve the plight of our wildlife
by planting nectar rich flowers in your
gardens this year.
Michelle Storm
https://plantameadow.wordpress.com
https://twitter.com/#!/Plantameadow
email: meadowproject@photofairy.co.uk

So on a bitterly cold 15 April, people
came from the surrounding villages and
gathered together on Buckland Common
for a community picnic and to celebrate the
planting of a new wild flower meadow as
part of Britain in Bloom 2012. An annual
mix of corn poppy, corn marigold, corn
chamomile, corncockle and cornflower was
donated by Landlife in partnership with the
RHS ‘Wild about Wild Flowers’ initiative.
In addition Linda Wordsworth donated
some perennial Harebells and Sheep’s Bit
and The Meadow Project donated a British
wildflower mix of Ox-Eye Daisy, Ragged
Robin, Daisy, Nigella, Cowslip, Feverfew,
Larkspur, Borage and Ribwort.
Residents exchanged gardening tips
and ideas and kept warm by drinking
fresh hot coffee and enjoying homemade
sandwiches, quiches and cakes. The event
helped to highlight the plight of pollinating
insects (butterflies, bees and hoverflies) and
Hilltop News
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WHAT IS HAPPENING
HERE?

A

nyone passing St Leonards Parish
Hall on a Monday afternoon
between 2.30 and 4.30pm might
wonder what is taking place inside. Short
periods of silence followed by “short,
middle or long?”; “shot wood”; “try
keeping it on the mat”; “needs more
oomph”; “bring it up through the gap”;
“knock it up”; “shame”; and many other
curious phrases!
Look through the window and all
will be revealed. Some, may I say more
mature members of the community,
will be found playing Short Mat Bowls,
a fun game, with much laughter and
companionship. For most of us it has
been a learning curve ably instructed
and encouraged by Bob, Pam, Bert and
Joyce, who also play more seriously in
Chesham.
Bowls or woods, as they are properly
called, vary in size and weight - but size
does not always matter! The aim of the
game is to get your wood nearest the
jack: two teams competing against each
other. The teams are chosen randomly, so
until we arrive we don’t know who we
are playing with. This means the teams
are usually fairly well matched.
If you would like to join us and give
short mat bowls a try, please get in
touch with Bob Wilson (01296 625523)
and then turn up and see us at the Hall.
Some of us have our own woods, but the
Club does have sets to borrow.
(Short Mat Bowls is sponsored by
St Leonards Parish Hall Management
Committee).
Anne Lake
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PUB LUNCH CLUB
LAUNCHED

T

he inaugural monthly Pub Lunch
Club took place on Wednesday 9
May. Around 30 locals enjoyed a
two-course meal for just £6, superbly
prepared and presented by hosts Marc
and Kerry, landlords of the Rose and
Crown. The event was organised by
members of the Hilltop Villages Good
Neighbours Group and is one of over 20
such clubs which have been launched in
Bucks with the support of Community
Impact Bucks.
The Pub Lunch Club meets at
lunchtimes on the second Wednesday
of each month and is open to anyone
living in or near to our Hilltop Villages.
The next few dates are: Wednesdays
13 June, 11 July and 8 August. Booking
can be made to Janet Hopkinson: email
janethopkinson@tiscali.co.uk or phone
757059.
If you would like to know more about
or become a volunteer with the Good
Neighbours Group see www.cholesbury.
com and follow the link to Good
Neighbours Group or email contact Chris
Brown: goodneighbours@cholesbury.
com (phone 758890).
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CURVACEOUS COOK
As the wind blows and the rain rains and the power goes on and off, it is hard to imagine that
when you read this the British strawberry season will be upon us, but it will be, so here is an idea
for really getting the best from them.
Summer Fruit Salad.
This needs to be started the day before to get the absolute best flavour,
but even a couple of hours will make a difference.
In a bowl, tip out:
400g strawberries, halved or even quartered if large, to make an easy mouthful
150g raspberries
Finely grated zest of 1 lemon
½ deseeded vanilla pod
40g icing sugar.
Cover with cling film and refrigerate for 24 hours.
When ready to serve, arrange on the plate and add a few
Greek basil (the tiny leaved ones) leaves.
This is really good on its own, or to decorate a lemon tart or in a Victoria sandwich
with some fresh cream. You could also fold it into equal quantities of Greek yoghurt
and whipped cream with some broken meringues or Amaretti biscuits,
but only add the fruit at the last minute before serving.

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to
the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the August/September edition should be sent
to Graham Lincoln or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 9 July latest. Please note that
photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449  grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth  758700  anne@churchcottage.eu
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  info@michaelspark.com
Photography
Oliver Parsons  758694 oliver@parsons111.freeserve.co.uk
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printer
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592 info@strongs-printing.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making and is funded by advertising.

We love to make products that make you happy. Brilliantly designed, perfectly
engineered ones. So you might be happy to hear that, for a limited time, we’ll
also give you £75 cashback on our Izy lawnmowers, or £100 cashback on our
Core lawnmowers. With industry leading warranties lasting up to 7 years*,
you’ll be smiling for years to come, too.

Taylors Tools LTD
43-45 Hempstead Road, Kings Langley,Herts, WD4 8BS
01923 268355 www.taylorstools.co.uk
sales@taylorstools.co.uk
Terms & Conditions apply. Available only in-store at participating Honda Authorised Dealers until 02 June 2012. £75 Cashback offer applies to
selected HRG models. £100 Cashback offer applies to selected HRX, HRH, HRD and HRS models. Subject to availability. Visit www.honda.co.uk/smile
for full details. *7 year warranty applies to domestic use of Core range models, subject to following the service schedule.
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ISA
to go
Grab a ready-made investment package
Want to invest in the stock market but not sure where to start?
Our Ready-made ISAs come pre-packed with a cautious, positive or adventurous
fund, dependent on your taste. Each one contains a blend of investments,
handpicked and managed by experts so you don’t have to. With a quick set-up
process and no dealing or quarterly admin fees to pay, it really is a hassle-free way
into the world of stocks and shares.
Please remember that the value of investments and the income from them can fall
as well as rise, and you may not get back your original investment. Tax allowances
depend on your individual circumstances and ISA benefits could change in the future.

Find out more on 0845 61 85 217 or at share.com/readyisa
The Share Centre Limited is a member of the London Stock Exchange and is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Services Authority under reference 146768. The Share Centre, PO Box 2000, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP21 8ZB.

