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A bumper year for our fetes
Following the early summer St Leonards
Parish Hall fete, which enjoyed record
profits, the Hawridge and Cholesbury
Churches Fete on August Bank Holiday
Monday was another grand success, with
visitor numbers and funds raised higher
than ever. The glorious weather on both
occasions helped!

T

he Horticultural Society Annual Show,
in early September, displayed another
remarkable variety and quality of cut
flowers, fruit and vegetables; plus arts and
crafts, photography and cookery.
How fortunate we are in the Hilltop
Villages to have so many dedicated, hardworking and generous people who never
fail to make all our events, clubs and
societies so successful.
Reports and photos of our latest events
are featured in this issue.
In 1963 a small group of locals gathered
to consider the formation of a society that
would ‘seek to record all aspects of life,
from earliest times to the present day and
to rouse the interest of the community
in the place in which they live and the
continuity of history’. In our Local History
Group’s 50th anniversary newsletter,
present chairman Chris Brown recalls these
words written by the former president of
LHG, the late Evelyn Money (in the 40th
anniversary newsletter) and pays tribute
to the founding members, whose foresight
has handed us a great legacy – our
thriving History Group. In this issue of
Hilltop News we include an insert listing
LHG’s programme of events for the
2013-14 season.
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Tempting the dogs: a new attraction at the
Bank Holiday fete.

Front cover
Walk this way…
Don’t miss the glorious
autumn colours in
the woodlands in and
around our villages.

Also in this issue…
Chris Brown uncovers strange goings-on
during autumn.
David Dennis makes the most of a magical
summer for butterflies.
…plus all the news from our churches,
clubs, councils and societies.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Roadworks update
You may have seen the major patchworking done in September to Chapel Lane
in St Leonards, and the 600m of full-width
resurfacing to Wigginton Road between
Hog Lane and Nut Hazel Cross. There has
also been some minor patching done, most
noticeably in The Vale towards Chesham.
Your councillors have fought very hard to
get these roads on Bucks County Council’s
lists and, though I know it doesn’t seem like
much of an achievement given the dreadful
state of many of our roads, I can only say
that it’s better than the nothing we might
have got.
It is very easy for Bucks CC to ignore a
little parish like ours with our low-density
residential levels and a lack of obvious
commuter traffic at peak times, but
councillors, with Tricia Birchley’s help and
the support of Jon Dickens, our Local Area
Technician, are highlighting our specific
problems and getting some results. With
Bucks CC’s increasingly apparent top-line
policy of reacting to individual problems
rather than methodically working crosscounty to prevent problems, things will only
get more difficult (and road repairs will
inevitably come to a halt during winter).
However, you can be confident that the
state of the roads is a parish council priority
all year round and councillors and clerk will
continue to lobby for essential work to be
done.
On a positive note, in August jetting and
clearing gullies took place in the area at
the bottom of Cholesbury Lane by Sandpit
Hill Cottages where flooding was becoming
increasingly regular and dangerous. I am
pleased to see that the problem has been
solved for now.
Council finances
We will be starting our budget process
in October, which is a relatively
straightforward process in this little parish,
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but it is important to get right as we have
to live by the results for the rest of the
year. At the end of the last financial year,
in April, we had a small surplus due to a
few areas coming in under budget and as
a result we were able to give a donation
of £500 to Hawridge & Cholesbury Cricket
Club in September to put towards their
building extension. This is a project the
Council supports wholeheartedly and we
wish the Club every success.
Have a heart
We are currently considering buying a
community-based defibrillator, as the South
Central Ambulance Service NHS Foundation
Trust is running a project that offers a
discounted purchase with free training. This
is an idea that has been raised by residents
before and we feel would be a positive
benefit to the community. They are not
cheap to buy but clearly have a value in
certain emergency situations, so as soon
as we have definite news I will give more
details.

on its travels, which doesn’t really send the
right message to those who are trying to
comply with the new regulations.
Having said that, I happened upon a
very friendly bin lorry driver the other week
who was out looking for reported missed
collections and wanted directions. He said
that in July they had reports of 300 missed
collections every day across the Chiltern
District but that by August it was down to
100 a day: so, things are improving!
Susie Bell, Clerk to the Council
758408 parish.clerk@f-12.co.uk
Your councillors are:
John Allen, Chairman: 758095
Nigel Blomfield, 758314
Chris Brown, 758890
Philip Matthews, 758205
John Minting, 758206
Francis Sanger, 758767
Liz van Hullen, 758800

It’s rubbish!
Since rollout of the new waste collections
in mid-July, I have received very mixed
reports from around the parish of Chiltern
District Council’s new contractor’s success
rates. In the main people who got the new
bins seem to like them and those who have
had to make do with bags seem to wish
they’d got bins: not least because the blue
recycling bags that are a substitute for the
blue bin have a much smaller capacity, are
awkward to deal with and don’t look as
if they will last too long. Many bag-only
households have found that their efforts
to recycle carefully, as we’ve all been
instructed, have been severely limited
by the bags’ capacity. In addition, the
collection vans also seem to have a limited
capacity and several areas have been left
uncollected as the vans fill up before they
finish their round. I have seen a trail of
plastics left on the road by an overfull van
Hilltop News
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL
The quality of the
flowers and vegetables
on show this year
reflects an abundant
harvest in the garden
following a wet spring
and hot summer.
The forecasters are
predicting an Indian
summer, which would be welcome after
such a long winter.

O

nce again local children have
achieved top marks at our excellent
schools and if you happened
to read the GCSE results for selective
state schools published on 23 August
you will have seen that a number of our
local schools achieved a 100% pass rate.
Working with local schools, the council
has set up a Learning Trust to sell support
services to schools in the UK and abroad
and has already seen overseas sales reach
£4 million a year, which benefits the local
economy. Our results really are first class
and those achieved by all upper schools in
Buckinghamshire taken together are better
than those of many other local authority
areas.
Adult Social Care, my area of
responsibility, is also performing well in
terms of better procurement, improved
back office services, personalised budgets
and community based care. BCC’s care
for older people is currently ranked first
amongst 27 local authorities by LG Futures,
in terms of the lowest expenditure and
performance. The number of emergency
bed days, delayed transfers of care (bed
blocking) and people receiving self-directed
support are all in the best 5%. The county
council will continue to drive down costs
across all our services and is determined
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to concentrate on the services people tell
us matter most to them. I really would
welcome your views!
Over the summer, wearing my Health
& Wellbeing hat, I have been involved in
the Bucks Hospital Trust Risk Summit and
have also been talking to local residents
about their experience of care in our
local hospitals. The Health & Adults Select
Committee (HASC) is currently studying
the Keogh report into BHT and seeking
better outcomes by challenging many
aspects of current services. It is hoped that
BHT will have consultants available to
provide 7-day cover, increase the number
of beds for people with chest problems
and focus on patients whose health is
rapidly deteriorating. Keogh found that
Non-Executive Directors needed to reassure
themselves about risk and be more aware
of patients’ complaints to improve the
quality of care.
HS2 continues to look ridiculous as it
loses the support of the IoD and British
Chambers of Commerce. Leading political
figures and the Treasury have stated that
there is no blank cheque. We have to hope
that sanity prevails at the High Court in
October and will continue to fight against
it on all fronts. It is interesting that whilst
passenger numbers grew on the Chiltern
Line by more than 13% between 2011 and
2013, numbers on the West Coast Main Line
rose by just 0.6%. Does this suggest that
people want to travel to Birmingham by the
cheapest route rather than the quickest?
On roads, I am in close touch with
Jon Dickens, the local area technician,
and whilst a number of local roads have
seen improvements over the summer and
autumn, there is still much to be done.
Please let me know of any particular
problems. I am always at the end of a
telephone and pleased to come and take a
look.
Tricia Birchley (Chiltern Ridges Division)
01296 621138
Hilltop News

CHOLESBURY cum
ST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
The Annual Show on 7 September was
supported with a large number of entries
in the many classes, particularly domestic.
The domestic class judge remarked that this
may be an effect of ‘Bake Off’ but it was
interesting to see the variety of cakes that
could be produced using a single recipe. Pat
Price won the Ladies Cup for most points in
this class.

L

iz Wright’s exquisite
embroidery won many
classes in the arts
and crafts and the O’Brien
Cup. The cut flowers and
vegetable classes also
produced high quality
entries which, in the words
of the judge, “would have
won First Prize at many
other shows at which he
had judged this year”; so no
one should be discouraged
even if they failed to win
a prize. Diana Garner won
both the Silver Challenge
Bowl and Tomlin Cup for
her cut flowers and dahlias.
The Pilgrim Award
(in memory of Maureen
Newall) for the best
photograph in the show
was won by Richard
Baddon, who was presented
with a suitably adapted old
box Brownie camera kindly
donated by Charles and Liz
Firth. Barbara Baddon won
the Basil Newall Award for
Hilltop News

most points in the photography section:
making photography a family affair!
Barbara also won the RHS Banksian Medal
as runner-up for most points in cut flowers
and vegetables. The winner, Alan Freeman,
had won the medal within the last two
years and was thus ineligible: although he
did win the Society’s Open Challenge Cup
for this category, the Bowden Cup and the
Stephens Award.
We enjoyed a visit to the garden of Joe
and Sheila Farley at Chivery. This was
well attended and we marvelled at their
glorious vegetables (which seemed so much
further advanced than mine) and lovely
plantings near the house. Some strayed as
far as their small flock of sheep. A week
later we made an impromptu visit to our
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President Liz Firth’s garden on another
glorious Friday evening.
The evenings are drawing in and the
nights are getting cold. Although this is
the time for clearing, particularly leaves
that are lying on grass or plants, to avoid
decay and build up of fungal infections,
many seed heads can be left to provide a
display: particularly effective on cold winter
mornings. Choose those species with stout
stems which will withstand wind or rain.
Some can also be brought in and dried
off to provide structure for winter floral
displays.
However, this is not just a time for
maintenance. Now is the time to plan and
plant bulbs for flowering next Spring:
in particular daffodils, which should
be planted first - tulips can wait until
November. Apart from the garden centre,
there are specialist mail order growers,
whose details can be found online. It is
also worth investigating some of the larger
wholesale suppliers - effectively cutting
out the middle men in the garden centres particularly if you join with your neighbour
in making up an order. Bulbs always look
better planted in significant numbers. To
deter squirrels and other pests from digging
them up, place chicken wire or similar over
the bulbs before replacing the soil: even
when growing them in pots.

It is also the traditional time of year
for planting larger shrubs, roses and trees
whilst the soil is still warm. With the advent
of pot grown plants , this has tended to be
forgotten but , if a new plant is protected
from drying winds and extreme cold, it is
likely to ‘get away’ better if planted now
rather than in the spring.
Date for your diary
AGM and Quiz, Cottage Pie Supper
Friday 15 November 7.30pm at Cholesbury
Village Hall.
Subscriptions are now due, so if you did
not renew at the show please come to the
AGM or contact Diana Garner on 758347
or Montana@cholesbury.net. Apart from
access to our many events, it entitles you
to a 10% discount at Chessmount Nursery
in Chesham.

Old Photos Restored
Professional retouching and restoration of old
or damaged photographs including mounting
and framing.

01494 758882

email: info@michaelspark.com
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
COMMONS
PRESERVATION
SOCIETY
AGM and barn owl visit
This year’s AGM will be held on Tuesday
19 November at 8pm at Cholesbury Village
Hall and all are welcome. As usual, this is
an opportunity for you to find out more
about what has been happening on the
Commons and to express your views. This
year we expect to have a vacancy on the
committee and, if you are interested in
joining, please contact our Chairman,
Paul Hembury (p.hembury@btinternet.
com). You don’t have to be an expert in
Commons management - we need all sorts
of different expertise on the committee.
Again, if you have any issues which you
wish to raise at the AGM, it would be useful
if you would notify Paul beforehand so that
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Who do you call for advice at 5.45am?
Possibly the most useful was the RSPCA,
whose helpline suggested opening doors
and leaving a trail of strong-smelling food
to the doors. Since my owl had made its
way into the kitchen with no outside doors,
I tried opening a window and left a trail
of smoked mackerel, which was the only
strong-smelling food in my fridge. I don’t
know if this tactic would have worked
eventually but, fortunately, my friends
(experienced bird people) came and caught
and released the owl unharmed. You
should certainly not attempt to do this
unless you are protected by strong gloves!

What a hoot! – Lindsay’s intruder
we can allocate sufficient time to discuss
the matter.
After the formal business and a break
for refreshments, we will have speakers
Dave Short and a colleague from the
Buckinghamshire Owl and Raptor Group
who will be accompanied by a barn owl.
Over the last few months there seem to be
more sightings of this beautiful bird in our
area and it will be a wonderful opportunity
to find out more about them as well as
the tawny and little owls, which are also
resident on the Commons.
I am particularly interested to learn more
because, as those of you who are on New
Grapevine may know, I was recently paid
an unscheduled visit by a young, though
fully grown, tawny owl. I had heard soot
coming down my chimney the night before
but things seemed to have calmed down
before I went to bed and so I assumed
that whatever had been there had made
its way out. However, at daybreak, there
was a lot of crashing and banging as the
owl emerged from the chimney, upturning
various things in its wake.
Hilltop News

Calendar
We have had an excellent response to our
request for photographs for inclusion in the
calendar and were delighted when Susie
Bell offered to design it. Susie has produced
high quality calendars for the Hunt for a
number of years and I am sure that ours
will be a beautiful record of our Commons.
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We will let you know shortly how you can
buy them in plenty of time for Christmas
presents.
Forestry works on the Commons
It is good to see the regeneration that has
already resulted from the forestry work
done along the edges of the Commons
earlier this year. Trees that were coppiced to
leave trunks of three to four feet now have
crowns of re-growth. The health and vigour
of this growth will create new habitats for a
wide range of creatures. In addition, having
coppiced some of the perilously elongated
and leaning trees, this sturdy re-growth will
create sustainable edges to the roads for
years to come.
Removal of selected trees has let light
in to the woodland floor and already in
Stoney Lane there are hundreds of seedling
ash trees and woodland flowers such as
enchanters’ nightshade. Nettles, ivy and
brambles are also thriving in the newly
opened areas, all of which will provide
cover and food for a variety of birds and
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Commons flower: yellow rattle

insects. Letting light in should encourage
many seeds to germinate that have lain
dormant for years. It will be interesting to
see which species emerge next spring and
summer.
A magnificent oak tree in a dell at
the top of Stoney Lane has been haloed
(cleared of competing trees and bushes)
so that its full shape and stature can be
appreciated. All the veteran trees that have
been identified on the Commons will be
monitored for signs of stress and disease.
The space and light needed in order for
the trees to develop freely will ensure their
continuing presence. While all stages of a
tree’s development help to create a variety
of wildlife habitats and food, the older the
tree, the more biodiversity it will support:
so it is important for us to nurture these
trees.
Yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor)
Following the discovery of yellow rattle on
the Commons last summer, mainly in the
flowery grassland at Cholesbury, we have
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found out a bit more about this interesting
plant. It is rather unassuming in appearance
and is sometimes called cockscomb. Yellow
rattle is more descriptive, as its flowers are
yellow and the dry seed capsules contain
loose, rattling seeds. Its preferred habitat
is dry fields or meadows, so the managed
grassy areas of the Commons are just right.
It is partially parasitic and derives
some of its nutrients from the roots of
neighbouring plants. The Centre for
Ecology and Hydrology has researched
the effects of encouraging yellow rattle
and it has been found that it restricts the
growth of grass, thus allowing a wider
range of other flowering grassland species
to thrive. This has been the purpose of our
management regime for the grassland on
the Common, so it is good to know that
there is a natural process at work that
will aid the process. As an annual plant,
flowering from July to September, the
yellow rattle should seed itself and increase
its numbers.

Working Parties for October – December, 9.30am – 12.30 pm
Everyone is welcome, adults and children alike. Bring thick gloves. Refreshments provided.
For further information contact David Barnard (758365) or Isobel Clark (758987) or
Mark Hobbs re pond (758505) email hccps@cholesbury.com

Date

Location

Activity

Oct 6

Braziers End (Grid ref: 933067)

Clear up brash following forestry operations

Braziers End
Oct 20
		

Continue to clear up brash following
forestry operations

Braziers End
Nov 3
		

Continue to clear up brash following
forestry operations

Nov 17

Cut down the gorse plants and burn up

Top of Horseblock Lane
(Grid ref: 940069)

Dec 1
Braziers End
		
Dec 15

(last one of the year)
Braziers End

Continue to clear up brash following
forestry operations
Continue to clear up brash following
forestry operations

Working parties
The first working party of the year was
held at the beginning of September on the
margins of the pond. Unfortunately, more
New Zealand pygmy weed has been found
there and so we need to keep black plastic
in that area for the time being. We expect
to have a further working party at the pond
on 29 September, when we will be joined
by volunteers from the Chiltern Society,
which will include some of our old friends
from the now disbanded Hemel Hempstead
Conservation Volunteers, who have come
to help us on the Commons for many years.
Following the forestry operations earlier
in the year, there is a lot of clearing up to
do so, unusually, most of the rest of the
working parties will concentrate on this
single task.
Lindsay Griffin
On behalf of the HCCPS committee
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
CRICKET CLUB
Mid Bucks League:
season ends well

A

fter a poor
start to the
season, as
H&CCC re-adjusted
to life as a village
cricket team in the
third division of the
Mid Bucks League - losing five out of the
first six matches played, all by very narrow
margins - the second half of the season
produced a number of excellent wins over
the top sides in the league. In the end, the
club finished a creditable third.
All this is a long way from the lofty
heights reached in 2006, when the club
won the Premier Division of the Mid Bucks
League, and then moved on to play in
the Chiltern League. The big difference is
that now the club is being represented by
fully paid-up members, instead of a mix of
more talented members and external guest
players who had no links with or loyalty
to the club. The overwhelming consensus
amongst members is that the change has
brought the heart back into this village
club.
The last match of the season away
against Waddesdon witnessed an amazing
batting display by H&C. Put into bat, Sean
Robinson and Andy Halliday put on 168 for
the opening wicket, each scoring 73. Then
in walked Mohammed Rifai, who off 59
deliveries hit 139 not out, with 26 fours and
2 sixes, allowing H&C to score their highest
ever league score of 367 for 5 off 40 overs:
over 9 runs an over! In reply Waddesdon
scored 180 for 8, a victory margin for the
visitors of 187 runs! Top wicket taker was
Alex Neal with 3 for 31.
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The previous weekend H&C visited
league leaders Bradenham, where the
match was played in rather wet conditions.
Excellent bowling restricted Bradenham
to just 94. Sean Robinson, Mohammed
Rifai and Neil Jones each picked up three
wickets. In difficult batting conditions
wickets fell at regular intervals, but Matt
Rutt stood firm with a patient 26 not out.
Helped out at the end by Brian Ralphs, H&C
passed Bradenham’s total with 6 wickets
down, a great result!
Over the season there have been some
great contributions from a number of
players. Top batting came from Mohammed
Rifai, scoring 714 runs at an average of 79.
Best bowler was captain Neil Jones, taking
25 wickets at an average of 9.28 runs per
wicket.
Sunday friendly team
Great weather this season has allowed
all but two matches to be completed. Of
these, H&C won nine and lost twelve. Most
important for the Sunday Team, all the
games have been enjoyable.
Star performer with the bat has been
James Cath, who scored 917 runs, with
three centuries. What with 18 wickets when
opening the bowling, this has been a great
season for James. With three games to go,
James could yet reach 1000 runs.
Most improved player is undoubtedly
Matt Rutt, scoring 672 runs, playing for
both the Saturday league team and the
Sunday friendly team. He scored his first
ever century recently against Studham: a
wonderful milestone. His bowling has also
come on leaps and bounds.
Colts
Enthusiasm has been at the heart of an
enjoyable cricket season for the colts teams.
All have had a very good year in their
respective Bucks leagues, from Under 10 to
Under13.
The U10 team struggled with their first
season using a hard ball, but by the end of
Hilltop News

League Champions: the Under 11s
the season there were strong indications of
some developing talent.
A great season for the U11s culminated
in a resounding win in their last match, at
home to Penn & Tylers Green. The home
team took full advantage of batting first to
post 148 runs in 20 overs, for the loss of just
3 wickets. Top score came from Alfie Turner,
who scored 30 in double quick time before
retiring. In response, Penn & Tylers Green
were dismissed for 56 all out.
Earlier in the season, the match that
decided the championship took place away
to Amersham. The home team posted
86 for 5 wickets, then had H&C 4 wickets
down. But a magnificent stand between
Max Whitley (23 no) and Luke Barker (29
no) saw H&C to victory. Overall, our U11s
ended the season with six wins out of six, to
be crowned champions of the Bucks Under
11 Division 3 South League.
Hilltop News

The U12 team also had a good season
with five wins out of seven, whilst the U13
team struggled as a result of having to fill
up numbers from lower age groups.
The end of season Fun Day, which
involved parents and colts playing
together in a six-a-side tournament, was
again blessed by clement weather. A
large turnout resulted in a lot of fun, and
some very tired parents, by the end of
the day. During the afternoon, the new
pavilion extension was formally opened.
Hilltop News will include a feature on this
development in the next issue.
Now, as thoughts turn to football, time
to pack away the gear until next summer!
All news, photos and more can be
found on the club website, which is at
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com.
Brian Ralphs
Chairman, Hawridge & Cholesbury
Cricket Club
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It was a chance exchange of emails on
New Grapevine that led to this event. The

Butterfly walk
in a flowery
Hastoe meadow
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fantastic summer weather had prompted
me to post some information about ‘The
Big Butterfly Count’ and John Popple
responded, saying that I would be welcome
to visit his recently planted meadow to
carry out a survey. I eventually got there in
mid August.

I

was met by a riot of colour and activity.
The meadow is a rectangular two acre
plot, and the range of flowering plants
is remarkable. It was a still, sunny day, and
I spent an hour or so trying to count the
butterflies of each species. This wasn’t easy,
as there were so many insects bobbing
from flower to flower for as far as I could
see! My estimate is that there must have
been well over 200 butterflies of around
10 separate species – the place was a real
butterfly magnet.
I reported back to John, and was
delighted when he invited me to lead
a walk there. This was swiftly arranged
for the last day of August, with the cooperation of HCCPS, whose butterfly and
moth events on the Commons have been a
feature of recent years.
The response to such an attractive
prospect was immediate, and 40 people
met up in Hastoe Village Hall car park.
There was time for a quick tour of the
recently refurbished and very beautiful
village hall before walking to the meadow.
John had warned me that the meadow
would be past its best by now, and some
of the flower varieties were going over:
but there was plenty left to attract a
variety of butterfly species. After a brief
introductory chat from me, and some
interesting information from John about
how he had planned, prepared and seeded
the meadow, we set off along the edge.
Little groups of adults and families with
children were soon spreading out looking
Hilltop News
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for butterflies and the occasional day-flying
moth.
The sheer numbers of butterflies had
declined since my first visit, not helped by a
cool breeze, but we were soon discovering
large and small whites, small tortoiseshells
and the occasional brimstone; flashing
lemon yellow as it powered through the
air. The more hawk-eyed amongst us
concentrated on the really tiny species,
and a number of small coppers were seen –
some quite worn and pale, but others very
fresh, with their rich copper colours flashing
in the sunshine.
An hour and a half passed quickly, and
it was soon time to leave. The final species
total was again ten, with common blue,
peacock, green-veined white, meadow
brown and silver-Y moth added to the list.
We didn’t find the elusive clouded
yellow – a rare migrant from Europe that
had been seen around the area in the
previous weeks - but it was a great privilege
to spend time in such a rich setting. It was
very generous of John to invite us, and
thanks to him, a rematch is being talked
about for next year!
David Dennis

David Dennis, who lives near
Cholesbury Common, is the current
Chair of Trustees for Butterfly
Conservation, and can arrange one
year’s half price membership of the
charity for anyone who would like to
join. Contact him on 758379
or ld@talktalk.net
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The voice of God
by the Reverend
David Burgess
We were able to
get away over the
summer. As usual
I enjoyed the time
and opportunity
to catch up on some holiday reading, but I
also did a bit of holiday listening.

O

ne of the Radio 4 Books at Bedtime
during August was ‘Red or Dead’ –
a new, part-fictionalised biography
by David Peace of the former Liverpool
football manager Bill Shankly. It is written
in a style that comes close to blank verse,
and I was struck by a section at the very
beginning. I’ve included an excerpt from it
here.
‘They’, Tom Williams and Harry Latham,
are Liverpool officials who have come
to offer Shankly the post of manager at
their club. ‘The man’ is Shankly himself, of
course…
‘They watched this man take every
free-kick. Every corner. And every throwin. They watched this man make every
pass. And every tackle. Tom Williams and
Harry Latham listened to the man in the
dug-out. They listened to this man cajoling
his players. They listened to this man
encouraging his players. And Tom Williams
and Harry Latham saw the way the players
of Huddersfield Town listened to the man.
The way they listened to this man and
the way they obeyed this man. His every
command and his every instruction. His
every word, the voice of God.’
Successful sports managers build a
22
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family-like structure around their players
– protecting, nurturing, shielding them
from the outside world. The very highest
achievers seem to have an almost Messianic
quality in the eyes both of players and
fans – as well as Shankly, think of Ramsey,
Revie, Clough; and forward to Ferguson,
Woodward, Brailsford and the ‘Special
One’, Mourinho!
The Christian parallels are there in this
story, and you don’t have to look very hard
to find them. In fact, we are in the territory
of Jesus’ leadership skills and the way he
motivated and encouraged his followers.
Jesus didn’t ask anyone to do what he
himself wasn’t willing to do first. He took
every free-kick. He made every pass. And
every tackle. He cajoled, encouraged and
commanded, and he was listened to and
obeyed.
The structure he put in place for the
development of the Christian family has
embraced two thousand years of history
and the commitment of millions of
lives to his teaching, his life, death and
resurrection. He is the head of the family;
he really is the Messiah, and in both roles
he is continually issuing an invitation to
respond to him, and to all he can do, and
be, for us.
“His every word, the voice of God…”
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CHURCH SERVICES - October - November 2013
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DAY
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Trinity	
  19	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

St John the Baptist
THE LEE

	
  

Holy	
  Communion	
  
Harvest	
  Festival	
  

11.00	
  am	
  

Parish	
  
Communion	
  and	
  
Sunday	
  School	
  

-‐	
  

Shared	
  Harvest	
  
Festival	
  at	
  
Hawridge	
  

9.30	
  am	
  

Harvest	
  Festival	
  

6.00	
  pm	
  

Parish	
  Communion	
  

10.00	
  am	
  	
  

Matins	
  

9.30	
  am	
  

Holy	
  Communion	
  

13	
  Oct	
  

Trinity	
  20	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

	
  
Parish	
  
Communion	
  
	
  

20	
  Oct	
  

	
  
Trinity	
  21	
  
	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

All	
  Age	
  Worship	
  at	
  
LCM	
  

11.00	
  am	
  

Shared	
  Parish	
  
Communion	
  

-‐	
  

27	
  Oct	
  

Trinity	
  22	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

Parish	
  	
  
Communion	
  

9.00	
  am	
  

Breakfast/	
  
Shoebox	
  Service	
  

9.00	
  am	
  

3	
  Nov	
  

Fourth	
  before	
  
Advent	
  

8.00	
  am	
  
10.00	
  am	
  

Holy	
  Communion	
  
Matins	
  

11.00	
  am	
  

Parish	
  Communion	
  
with	
  	
  
Sunday	
  School	
  

10	
  Nov	
  

Remembrance	
  

10.00	
  am	
  	
  

Remembrance	
  
Service	
  with	
  	
  
Parish	
  
Communion	
  

10.45	
  am	
  

17	
  Nov	
  

Second	
  before	
  
Advent	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

All	
  Age	
  Worship	
  

24	
  Nov	
  

Christ	
  The	
  King	
  
Sunday	
  before	
  
Advent	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

Parish	
  	
  
Communion	
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Vicar	
  and	
  Rector	
  
	
  
	
  
The	
  Revd.	
  David	
  Burgess	
  
	
  
01494	
  837315	
  
	
  
The	
  Vicarage,	
  The	
  Lee,	
  	
  
	
  
Great	
  Missenden,	
  
	
  
Bucks,	
  HP16	
  9LZ	
  
	
  
d.burgess@clara.net	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Parish	
  Secretary	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Peggy	
  Sear	
  
	
  
01442	
  863589	
  
	
  
peggysear@hotmail.co.uk	
  

10.45	
  am	
  

Shared	
  Parish	
  
Communion	
  at	
  	
  
St	
  Leonard’s	
  
Parish	
  	
  
Communion	
  

9.30	
  am	
  

Family	
  Service	
  
All	
  Souls’	
  Service	
  

Remembrance	
  
Service	
  	
  

10.45	
  am	
  

Remembrance	
  
Service	
  	
  

9.30	
  am	
  

Holy	
  Communion	
  with	
  
Remembrance	
  

-‐	
  

Shared	
  
Communion	
  at	
  
Hawridge	
  

-‐	
  

Shared	
  
Communion	
  at	
  
Hawridge	
  	
  

11.00	
  am	
  

Shared	
  Communion	
  

9.00	
  	
  am	
  

Breakfast	
  	
  
Service	
  

9.00	
  am	
  

Quiet	
  	
  
Communion	
  

11.00	
  am	
  

Parish	
  	
  
Communion	
  	
  

Churchwardens	
  
	
  
The	
  Lee	
  
Janet	
  Whittow	
   	
  
01296	
  624568	
  
Janet.whittow@googlemail.com	
  
Rod	
  Neal	
  	
  
01494	
  837264	
  
rodandjane.neal@googlemail.com	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

-‐	
  

	
  
9.30	
  am	
  
3.00	
  pm	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

Shared	
  Parish	
  
Communion	
  
At	
  St	
  Leonard’s	
  
Giving/Shoebox	
  
Service	
  
Parish	
  
Communion	
  

	
  
	
  

St Mary’s
HAWRIDGE

St Laurence
CHOLESBURY

8.00	
  am	
  
11.00	
  am	
  

	
  
	
  

St Leonard’s
ST LEONARDS

St	
  Leonards	
  
	
  Ann	
  Horn	
  
01494	
  758250	
  	
  
annhorn43@aol.com	
  

	
  
	
  

NOTES

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Mid-‐week	
  
Holy	
  Communion	
  
10.00am	
  at	
  The	
  Lee	
  
on	
  First	
  Wednesday	
  
	
  
Holy	
  Communion,	
  
Matins	
  &	
  Evensong	
  
Book	
  of	
  
Common	
  Prayer	
  
	
  
Parish/Family	
  
Communion	
  &	
  
Morning	
  Services	
  
Common	
  Worship	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Hawridge	
  
Joan	
  Walton	
  
01494	
  758332	
  
Elizabeth	
  Tomlin	
  
01494	
  758214	
  
	
  
Cholesbury	
  
John	
  Farmer	
  
	
  
	
  
01494	
  758715	
  	
  
Jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com	
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CHOLESBURY

A

CHOLESBURY
Burial of Ashes
3 August 2013 – Hazel Mary Phillippa Walker
ST LEONARDS
Holy Baptism
28 July 2013 – Winston Alfred Robert Matthews
1 September – 2013 Eleanor Natalie Matthews

HAWRIDGE

A

nnual Church
Fete – Thank
you everyone
for the good support at
our annual Fete on 26
August. It was a great
success with lovely
weather and a truly traditional village
atmosphere. We also made a healthy
profit which will help maintain the two
churches! Elizabeth Tomlin, who organised
the Grand Draw, would like to thank those
who helped to make it such a success by
donating prizes.
Harvest – The joint harvest celebration
with Cholesbury will be held at Hawridge
this year on 6 October and will begin with
a joint harvest Family Service at 9.30am.
Please bring your harvest gifts to the
service. A small presentation on the harvest
will be made by the children. Please let
Joan (758332) know if any children would
like to take part.
The Harvest Supper will be at 5.30 for
6pm in the School. This will be followed by
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the grand auction and the money raised
will be given to Charities. Tickets are £5
adults, £2.50 children 5 – 14 and under
5 free. Please bring your own drink and
glasses. Squash will be available.
Supper with Entertainment – We are
holding another supper evening with
informal entertainment at the School on
Saturday 2 November at 7pm. Further
details from Joan (758332).
A special Evensong will be held again
this year on Sunday 3 October at 3pm
when we remember those who have died
recently or others we wish to remember.
Candles will be available to light as an
act of remembrance and, if you wish, a
name can be read out. If you would like a
name added to the list please contact Joan
(758332) or Elizabeth (758214). There will
be the usual family service in the morning
at 9.30am.
Christingle Service – Our Family
Service on Sunday 1st December will be
a Christingle Service at the usual time of
9.30am. The collection will be given to The
Children’s Society.

Hilltop News

bout twelve
years ago, the
Haggerty family
moved to Cholesbury
and their daughter,
Louisa, sang at our
church services with a young, clear voice.
Many of us remember her singing at the
beginning of the Carol service. In July this
year, Louisa, who is now a student at the
Northern College of Music, came home and
staged a concert in St Leonards Hall, where
we greatly enjoyed listening to songs in her
strong mezzo voice, including classical arias.
Louisa brought along a college friend,
Katie, who balanced the concert by playing
guitar and singing from musicals and
modern popular songs. They generously
arranged a raffle and the proceeds of £110
went to the three churches. Both Louisa
and Katie expressed their delight that the
concert was so well supported.
Louisa is much in demand and her next
performance is in ‘Tobias and the Angel’ by
Jonathan Dove at the Carey Baptist Church
in Hemel Hempstead on 27 September at
7pm and 28 September at 2.30pm and 7pm.
On 3 August the ashes of Hazel Walker
were brought to Cholesbury churchyard.
Some of her ashes had already been
interred in London, which was her main
home and where she lived in her later
years until she became ill with pancreatic
cancer. Hazel died last November and the
interment in Cholesbury was a private
family occasion. We imagined a sombre
gathering but the family, with children,
was bright and cheerful and her son, Dom,
arrived in shorts! Hazel’s sister bore a
striking family resemblance to our wellremembered neighbour.
Hazel was born in Oxshott and lived
in Chalfont St Giles before moving to
Cholesbury to live for about twenty years
in charming ‘Quiet Corner’. Hazel had four
children and was a busy, active person. Her
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interests included golf and Bridge while
her artistic temperament took her to opera
and ballet. She loved travelling and her
favourite destination was the Greek island
of Skiathos. Hazel, when in Cholesbury,
brought one or more of her children to
Church and Dom has warm memories of the
Carol Services.
The Churches’ Fete this year was
surely the best for several years when
a combination of lovely weather, high
attendance and a dedicated team of
helpers resulted in a very successful
event. A great Cholesbury welcome gave
hundreds of visitors a fine afternoon
of entertainment, shopping, games of
skill, fun, raffles and a delicious choice of
refreshments. The proceeds were a record
high at £4,536 after expenses. The Fete
involves hard work from many people. This
year some regular stall holders were away
and new people came forward from our
hugely supportive villages. Thank you to all
who contributed in so many different ways.
The seasons have been late this year
and so it is fortunate that our Harvest
Festival will be later on Sunday 6 October.
We are, as usual, sharing our celebrations
with Hawridge, who are our hosts this
year with a service at 9.30am that will
involve children in our praise. There will
be a Harvest Supper at 6pm in the School
followed by the traditional auction of
produce. Tickets from Joan (758332),
Elizabeth (758214) and John (758715).
Looking further ahead, we have our
Giving Service on 27 October when
Cholesbury will again support the Shoebox
Appeal. The service is at 9am and empty
shoeboxes will be in the church a fortnight
earlier. Please collect your boxes as the
church is unlocked at weekends.
Even further ahead, you will be thinking
about Christmas Cards. We have a new
design for a Cholesbury Church card and a
copy is available at the back of the church.
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Winston Matthews baptism

ST LEONARDS

O

n Sunday 28 July, Jakki
and Robert
brought
Winston to
be baptised.
Surrounded by
their own wonderfully large
family together with an equally large wider
family, godparents and friends, Winston
was received into the church. The little
boy, who smiled throughout, thoroughly
enjoyed being introduced by David to the
congregation and was forgiven for not
knowing that his christening robe had been
worn not just by his sisters but by several
generations of the Matthews family!
On Sunday 1st September, Natalie and
Jim brought their baby daughter, Eleanor,
for baptism. Wearing a very pretty cream
christening robe with matching bonnet, she
too seemed to enjoy being carried through
the church so that the congregation, made
28

up mostly of two very large local families
together with godparents and friends, were
able to welcome her into the church. David
certainly manages to make his newest
parishioners extremely relaxed and happy!
We have continued our informal
Breakfast Service during the summer
months and we now look forward to
welcoming back those of you who have
been away. It has been a glorious summer
and for a lot of us an incredibly busy one so
it’s perhaps a good moment to take stock
and think a little about life in the autumn.
We meet on 27 October and again on 24
November. The freshly brewed coffee and
the bacon butties don’t change! If you
haven’t been before, come and see for
yourself what it’s all about.
There may be a number of people in
the villages who might like a lift to one
of our Tea Parties. If you know of anyone
who would like to join a friendly group of
people who meet over scones and cake, do
bring them along. We welcome particularly
Hilltop News

Eleanor Matthews baptism

anyone who has not been before. Just ring
Anne Lake (01296) or Anne Butterworth
(758700) to arrange it.
Our next gathering is on Wednesday
23 October, when we have Julia Treharne
from the Citizens Advice Bureau coming
to talk to us briefly after tea about the
new regulations regarding benefits of
all kinds which come into effect during
October. Those who met Julia earlier this
year will remember that she talked with
great knowledge and in a very simple
and straightforward manner. Please bring
anyone with you who might be interested!
Our November Tea Party is on the 27th.
Altar frontal – Our white/gold altar
frontal is in dire need of repair! We know
nothing of its provenance but it is obvious
that the Patee – a lamb in the centre in
St Leonards case – has been taken from
we don’t know where (possibly a cope?)
and has been superimposed onto damask
Hilltop News

which is now in ribbons. After a
lot of research, much of which
was done by Gill Fleckney during
her year as churchwarden, we
have decided to ask a group
recommended by the Diocese
and based in Christchurch
Cathedral and Wantage to repair
it. This involves actual repair
and restoration of the lamb
itself as well as making a new
frontal with a pulpit fall, burse
and veil to match. The work will
take about a year – the group of
experts don’t meet more than
once a week! The cost of this will
be met in part by the remains
of a legacy from Ruth Warren.
This would have pleased Ruth
enormously.
Harvest Festival and Supper –
Held on Sunday 8 September,
was earlier than usual this year
but at least the farmers were at
full tilt! There’s nothing nicer
than to hear the last of the tractors as they
trundle past on their way home in the halflight, or even late at night. Thank you all
for coming to the service – over 100 of you!
It was wonderful for David to welcome you
and to be able to recognise the work of
the farming community, of which we are so
much a part.
The flowers in our little church were
beautiful and the bag of grain, kindly
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given by Nigel, spilled out onto the floor –
representing the importance to us all of the
harvest.
Supper was amazing! We managed
to squeeze in nearly 80 people and their
generosity at the auction of produce
gave us a total of £523 for the evening.
Thank you so very much to those of you
who arranged flowers in the church,
generously brought produce, cooked
wonderfully, served the supper and cleared
up afterwards! Please will you do it again
next year?!
Don’t forget that David is in the Church
Room each week. By October, the final
day of the week will have been decided.
Meanwhile a quick ring to the Vicarage on
837315 will ascertain which day he is to be
there. David welcomes everyone – and on
any subject!

Mothers and Toddlers
This lively and friendly group has
begun again after the summer
holidays. They meet on Wednesday
mornings between 10.30am and 12pm
in St Leonards Church Room.
There’s always lots to do from
crayoning to singing, toys to play with
and tasty snacks for the children as
well as a well-earned cup of coffee for
the mums.
Please contact Jakki (758941) or
Natalie (758937) for further details.
It would be lovely to see you!

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

he meeting on 21 October will be the
Annual Meeting which will include a
review of our activities over the past
12 months. On Monday 18 November is a
talk on ‘The Big House’. Wendy Austin from
Tring, well known to many of us, will be
talking about some grand local residences
and the people who lived in them. Wendy’s
knowledge of the history of this area is
extensive and the evening should be most
interesting. Come to St Leonards Parish Hall
for 8pm to join our meetings. Our visitor’s
fee is very reasonable and includes tea (or
coffee) and biscuits. Carol Henry will give
you more information: call her on 758435.

here have been more
reports of incidents
within the parish.
Please be alert to anything
suspicious and call Thames
Valley Police on 101 to report your
observations: car registration numbers
can be particularly helpful. Dial 999 if the
situation needs urgent attention and to
report a crime in progress.
The police recommend that you
download the free ‘find my iPhone’ app
and register your devices. It is a very
effective tracking device for iPhones and
iPads and can be used within seconds of a
device being stolen (or even mislaid). It is
really easy to do and involves using your
e-mail address and a password. You can
sign in on any device to track the missing
item.

T

T

Shirley Blomfield 758314
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HILLTOP NEWS nature notes

The curious incidence of
the bark in the night-time
and the colours in the autumn
Some animals have names which describe
exactly what it says on the tin. Harvestmen
usually appear in the late summer, and later
on often find a home in your home. They
are sometimes mistaken for spiders, having
a pill-shaped body suspended on eight very
long legs. Sometimes they are called ‘daddy-

packed with nerves, attached to thousands
of sense organs which they use to track
down their food. Their tastes are truly
catholic, and as the tin says, they ‘harvest’
their food from all sorts of sources; from
smaller bugs, fungi and bird droppings, to
scavenging the carcasses of large animals
and birds.

long-legs’ which is a really a collective name
for any spindly-legged invertebrate which
causes distress as it bumbles along and
includes the six-legged cranefly.

H

arvestmen differ from spiders in
having an undivided body - spiders
have a head and abdomen - no
fangs and they do not make webs. Their
main defences are stink glands. If picked up
they have two defence mechanisms. They
can produce an unpleasant odour although,
as their main predators are birds which do
not have well-developed olfactory organs,
they must also cause a chemical reaction,
making the birds reject them from their
beaks immediately.
The other escape trick is to detach a
limb or two, which are all too easily lost if
grabbed. Not exactly an ideal solution as
it must impact on their mobility: but it’s
a trade-off for having otherwise superior
abilities to track across uneven ground.
Losing their second pair of legs though
would be fatal as housed inside is an
olfactory centre, the equivalent of a nose,
tongue, ears and eyes all in one. They are
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The bumbling harvestman

Autumn also signals a change in
behaviour for many mammals. With a
hoard of new adolescents kicking around
the patch since the previous year, adults
both old and new have to re-establish
their territories. Because muntjac breed
all year-round and are unlike their much
larger relatives inhabiting the Highlands,
islands and parks which can muster large
harems, our local deer do not have a
rutting season. Instead they need to
scent mark sufficient habitat to provide
adequate food supply and protection.
Once established or re-established the male
emits those all too familiar barks in the
night to warn other males to keep away
and to draw one or more females into their
locality. If a challenger emerges the male
Hilltop News

The delicate lacewing

muntjac, having only short antlers, will
use its downward pointing canine teeth to
attempt to rebuff the challenger.
Meanwhile, an equally frequent
and persistent bark in the night-time is
proffered by the dog fox, which has an
even tougher job protecting its domain.
Badgers can also assert their authority by
barking out short, sharp admonishments.
Even grey squirrels express themselves with
aggressive bursts of corpuscular barking.
Despite their delicate appearance,
lacewings, those green translucent-winged
flies, are hardy beasts. They are valuable
insects for the gardener as they predate
aphids and small larvae. They share an
autumn habit with deciduous trees. Some
have suggested physiological changes in the
insect are an adaptive behaviour providing
camouflage at the same time as autumn
colours are emerging. In fact the processes
going on in leaves and these insects are
very similar.
The drivers behind these changes
are shortening day length and falling
temperatures. The final generation of this
season’s lacewings will seek out a safe
haven to hibernate, such as the crevices
beneath bark or, in my experience, the gaps
between wooden windows and frames in
sheds. Over a matter of days they change
colour to a dull pink. In effect they lose
the green colouration which exposes the
background blood pigments. It is likely that
Hilltop News

they are conserving vital body foods and
elements by breaking down the complex
molecules that generate the green wing
colouration. A similar process is afoot
within the leaves. The trees need to recoup
the valuable minerals and chemicals in the
leaves over winter. As the cell contents
empty they reveal the familiar autumn
burnt oranges and russet red colours.
Winter colour-change is also a feature
of many animals and birds that live on high
ground in the north: hares, foxes, grouse.
Away from the snowy conditions such
colouration is unusual. One example that
breaks this rule is the stoat, which takes
on an almost white colouration in winter
months. Despite the absence of frequent
significant snowfall in southern England,
this ermine mantle has persisted. However,
this habit is changing: if you are lucky
enough to see one it is likely to be half
white and brown.
Some of you may have noticed the
play-on-words in the choice of the title.
‘The curious incident of the dog in the
night-time’ was a line in a Sherlock
Holmes story ‘Silver Blaze’. That’s all this
month, comments and questions as usual
chrisbrown@rayshill.com or phone 758890.
Chris Brown
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Local History
Group
The new season of the
Local History Group
starts on Friday 4
October with a talk by
Mike Payne entitled The
Home of James Bond –
The History of Pinewood Studios. We will
hear about the Studios where many other
famous films, including such classics as
‘Reach for the Sky’ and ‘A Town Like Alice’,
many British comedies, and recent
globally-reaching films like ‘Pirates
of the Caribbean’ and ‘The Hobbit’
were produced.

I

t is one hundred years since the suffrage
movement campaigned for women to
get the vote through demonstrations
and direct action. The press focussed
on the events which took place in and
around London: but there were many
other campaigns orchestrated all over the
country. In our second meeting on Friday 1
November we hear from Colin Cartwright
about activity in this county in his talk:
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Burning to Get the Vote – The Suffragettes
in Buckinghamshire.
Looking ahead to Friday 6 December we
will hear from local historian, author, and
member of LHG, Wendy Austin about Tring
Silk Mill. The silk industry played a brief but
very important part in the economy of the
local area during the 19th Century.
All meetings are at St Leonards Parish
Hall and start at 8.15 sharp, with the Hall
open at 8pm.
You don’t have to be a history buff to
enjoy our meetings: they are as much a
regular opportunity to hear excellent talks
in convivial surroundings and an enjoyable
social event. So if you are new to the area
or have just not got around to coming, why
not pop along to a meeting: just £4 on the
night.
Membership is great value at £10
for adults and free for those 16 years
and under. This includes eight evening
meetings, normally on the first Friday
of the month, plus a newsletter, other
member events and access to our archive
of photographs and other material
documenting the history of the houses,
people and events in the Hilltop Villages
Chris Brown 758890, e-mail
localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com
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St Leonards Parish Hall

A

fter all the fun of the fete,
the hall has been fairly quiet
recently: not even little bears
to liven things up. We have used
this slack period to good effect. Our
outside water leak has been fixed,
the roof turret has been repaired
and repainted, roofing work has
been done and Little Bears have
reorganised their storage facilities.
After five years as Bookings Secretary,
Sandy Clarke has decided to move
on to other projects. I take this
opportunity to thank Sandy for all her
efforts and also as an able assistant
to me as Chairman. Bookings will
now be handled by Suzy Osborne,
who has expressed the intention of
computerising the bookings system
– watch this space! The management
team extends a warm welcome to
Suzy, whose contact details (for hall
bookings only) are: Phone 07804
840228, Email stleonardsvillage@
gmail.com
The hall needs a handyman for
general inspection and repair work.
This would involve about two hours
work a week and would include
checking the hall after certain events,
regular checks, changing light bulbs,
clearing gullies and other works. It is
a paid position. If you are local to the
village and feel you would like to be
a part of the hall management team,
please contact me at 01494 758567 or
dfclarke@btinternet.com.
Dave Clarke
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Record numbers at Fete

I hope you were there on Monday 26
August when Hawridge and Cholesbury
churches held their annual Fete. It
was a great success with hundreds
of visitors receiving a welcome on
Cholesbury Common. There was the usual
entertainment and games, refreshments
and raffles, lots of things to buy and an
introduction to defibrillation!

A

part from the glorious summer
weather, visitors were attracted
by the extra entertainment we
provided this year. The Ellesborough Band
joined us, as our Fete is a regular venue in
their busy schedule. They played a variety
of tunes throughout the afternoon. Then
there were eleven vintage cars ranging
from Austin 7 and Morris 8 to a fine Rolls
Royce: all in immaculate condition and easy
to view.
Visitors were also entertained by a new
game arranged by Linda and Jef Bell. This
was ‘Temptation Alley’ which, it should
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be noted, referred to dogs not humans.
The game had an enclosure containing
items such as water, biscuits and cuddly
toys to tempt the best trained dog. The
owner waited at one end and the dog was
released at the other. One fine dog reached
the other end in 2.6 seconds. It seems
Labradors are most easily distracted!
There were also plenty of items to buy
and all the selling-stalls sold more than last
year. The plants and produce stall is always
busy but there was some trepidation as the
seasons were late and apples and plums
were not available. Yet the penstemons
were also late, so they appeared in full
bloom and the weather was ideal for
runner beans. The book stall groaned under
the weight of books; the cake stall coped
with queues for these delicious items and
also sold lots of jams and pickles. The crafts
and gifts stall offered perfume, toiletries
and china, while attractive tubs of sweets
also sold well.
Our two second-hand stalls attracted all
ages. Bric-a-brac more than doubled sales
over last year. The toy stall was piled high.
Hilltop News
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Do you watch Freeview?
This year sees the launch of new 4G
mobile services across the UK. These
services may cause problems with TV
receptions of some or all Freeview
channels. Only Freeview viewers will
be affected: there are unlikely to be
any issues with cable or satellite TV.
Community Impact Bucks is working
with ‘at800’, the organization formed
to deal with this, to ensure viewers
can continue to watch Freeview.
You can contact at800 on
0333 31 31 800 if you are affected,
or visit www.at800.tv for more
information.

We have a large contingent of boys in the
villages, some of whom rapidly acquired the
toy guns and raced around the site. There
were also plenty of puzzles, soft toys and
small toys that children love to rummage
through.
Visitors also enjoy a flutter and we
offered games of chance in the Grand Draw
and tombolas. The Grand Draw top prize
was raised to £100, backed up with 44 other
prizes, including a meal for two at The Full
Moon and an MOT at Chiltern Motors. Net
takings were above £800 for the first time.
The Coin Collage amounted to £52.55 and
the pick-a-bottle stall sold out early.
The ‘skill’ stalls were busy: splat-therat gave out sweets generously and in
the bowling the winning child’s score
was higher than the adult’s! Two sacks of
coconuts (from the Ivory Coast) were won
in the shy. Ducks-in-water is now safely
delegated to young sisters Maddy and
Scarlet Lewis. During the afternoon the
enterprising Maddy paraded gracefully
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around the site with a warm smile and a
billboard advertising their stall.
Teas in the Village Hall offered a mouthwatering selection of cakes, muffins,
scones, meringue and sandwiches. Cups of
tea were served almost continuously and
our thanks to David Hawkes who donated
24 litres of milk (that’s more than one cow
according to Google). Visitors could linger
over their choice and then relax in the sun
listening to the Band. After an extremely
busy afternoon, Liz Green counted receipts
of over £1,000 for the first time. More
sustenance was available at the ever-busy
ices (just the weather!) and BBQ stalls.
It was a magnificent Fete and the net
receipts reached £4,563. I am most grateful
to all the people who helped in so many
ways although I cannot thank everyone by
name in this article. I will, though, thank
Duncan and Wesley Mitchell, who bring
and return the bales for the coconuts every
year: the first and last jobs at the site.

Town Farm art show
in Cheddington
Eight artists are showing paintings,
textiles, ceramics, sculpture,
woodcarving, woodcraft,
contemporary basketry and jewellery.
Plus mulled wine, mince pies and
Christmas cake!
One weekend only: Friday 22,
Saturday 23, Sunday 24 November
2013: 10am – 5pm.
6 Town Farm, Cheddington,
Near Tring, LU7 0TT www.
townfarmartshow.blogspot.com
Please park in High Street – not in
Town Farm.
Free entry. Donations for
refreshments in aid of Rennie Grove
Hospice Care.
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Cholesbury Church
Christmas card

Good Neighbours Group
Pub Lunch Club
If you live in the Hilltop villages and find
it difficult to get out to local social events,
the pub lunches provide an opportunity
to meet up with others in convivial
surroundings. A lift is available for anyone
without transport.
Lunches are normally on the second
Wednesday of each month at the Rose and
Crown in Hawridge. On offer is a choice of
two-course meals for just £8, prepared and
presented by hosts Marc and Kerry.
The next few dates for your diary are:
Wednesdays 9 October, 13 November
and 11 December. Booking to be made
in advance, via e-mail: goodneighbours@
cholesbury.com or phone Chris Brown on
758890.
Transport service
The Good Neighbours
Group is working on a
project with ChilternDial-a-Ride to introduce a
parish-based community
transport scheme for those
residents in rural areas
who have difficulties in travelling.
Chiltern Dial-a-Ride is a not-for-profit
organisation dedicated to providing an
affordable, accessible and safe transport
service for people living in or close to
Chiltern District who, due to age, illness
or disability are unable to transport
themselves or cannot use public transport.
Dial-a-Ride provides a door-to- door,
round-trip service, using specially equipped
vehicles with wheelchair access and trained,
caring drivers. You can book in advance
for transport with Dial-a-Ride by calling to
01494 766123.

Beautiful cards in aid of Cholesbury Church
60p per card or 30 cards for £15.00
For all enquiries and orders please call Liz Green 758035
or email lizzyb@bellosborne.com
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The Parish Community Project is being
piloted in our villages and Dial-a-Ride
is presently in the process of finalising
the funding of a new vehicle to do short
journeys between the villages and nearby
towns, and linking to a community
transport network for longer trips to
hospitals and other important locations.
Vital to the success of this new service
will be the recruitment by Dial-a-Ride of
volunteer drivers. Whether drivers have PSV
experience or are new to driving a minibus,
they are welcome, as comprehensive
training will be given. If you are interested
in becoming a driver, or want to learn
more about this innovative project, please
contact Chris Brown on 758890.
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We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to
the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the December/January edition should be sent
to Graham Lincoln or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 9 November latest.
Please note that photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449 grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700 anne@churchcottage.eu
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250 annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882 info@michaelspark.com
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printer
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592 info@strongs-printing.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making and is funded by advertising.
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Taylors Tools LTD
43-45 Hempstead Road, Kings Langley,Herts, WD4 8BS
01923 268355 www.taylorstools.co.uk
sales@taylorstools.co.uk
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