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Back to full sail…
Our front cover pictures Andy and Ruth
Wright in front of their Cholesbury
Windmill, the historic landmark which they
have lovingly restored to its former glory.
In August the sails were finally hoisted into
position to complete a two year project.
Hilltop News looks into the painstaking
construction of the sails.

L

ast year, the August Bank Holiday
Churches Fete endured the best part
of an inch of rain. This year’s weather
was not much better. But nothing dampens
the spirit of the Hilltop Villagers. In a typical
show of community pluck, willing helpers
erected marquees, gazebos and tents to
cover all and sundry. How the stall-holders
worked hard and, in an equally spirited
show of support, more visitors than could
have been expected turned up and even
raised nearly as much as at the sunshine
fete of 2013 - more welcome funds for our
churches.
The Horticultural Society Annual Show,
in early September, displayed another
remarkable variety and quality of cut
flowers, fruit and vegetables; plus arts and
crafts and cookery.
Full reports inside…

Frank puts his feet up

F

rank Butler, our very own village
‘postie’, has been faithfully delivering
the mail to our Hilltop households
since 1989. So his sudden absence did not
go unnoticed. Frank has had an operation
on both his arthritic knees and has now
decided to retire from the PO. We’ll miss
you doing the rounds Frank, but look
forward to seeing you out and about as
usual at our village functions.

Frank relaxes at the Hort Soc show

Also in this issue…
• J ohn Horn looks back to a very different
way of life in the Hilltops
• Janet Hopkinson follows this year’s
harvest
Plus our regular features…

Front cover Thanks
to David Dennis for
capturing this image
in a moment when
the sun shone!
Hilltop News

• In his Nature Notes, Chris Brown holds up
a prism to the wonders of nature
• Our Curvaceous Cook serves up a ‘hot’ jelly
…plus all the news from our Churches,
School, Clubs, Pubs, Councils and Societies.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
I hope that you all had a lovely summer
and managed to enjoy what sun there
was! Following an August break from
full council meetings (although there
were three meetings to discuss planning

the owners of The White Lion against the
Planning Application for change of use to
residential accommodation and subsequent
Enforcement Notice. The Parish Council
submitted a response to the contents of the
appeals to the Planning Inspectorate.

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

Hayley Lewis, Clerk to the Council, 758843
Email: parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

from the hilltop villages

applications) the Parish Council is back
to meeting on a monthly basis until
December. Dates of these meetings are
listed on the four noticeboards in the
parish, and now also on our new…
Website
The new Parish Council website is now
active! Please take a look at www.
cholesburyparishcouncil.org.uk.
Cllr Chris Brown is to thank for the site
development, with the support of Steve
Clark and I am sure you will agree that they
have done a fabulous job!
The site is well worth a visit, with many
historical insights into the area mixed in
with Parish Council information.

Commons in midSeptember residents
made their case to the
HS2 Select Committee
for a Chilterns long

Your councillors are:

tunnel. People had prepared presentations

John Allen, Chairman: 758095

to achieve the maximum impact which the

Nigel Blomfield, 758314
Chris Brown, 758890

Committee had clearly read in advance,

Philip Matthews, 758205

and we can be proud of what they raised

John Minting, 758206

on our behalf. On one day people caught

Francis Sanger, 758767

the 10.40pm train home from Marylebone

Judith Joseph: 758702

and there was even talk of HS2 putting on
a late bus. The Press tells us that
construction may not start until 2020
and the uncertainty is something the
Government certainly needs to address.

D

espite the weather the Church
Fete was well attended on Bank
Holiday Monday and the variety
of stalls was impressive. Sometimes rain
brings out the best in us and plenty of
people were working hard to support such
a good cause. From my Community Leaders
fund I pledged to support the church and
also the Parish website and installation of
Wifi. John Allen is to be congratulated on
establishing the Cholesbury Village Hall 100
Club, which will be a welcome source of
future funding.

MVAS
Over the summer the Parish Council
received training on the Mobile Vehicle
Activation System and we are now ready
to get it up and running. This is a shared
initiative with Chesham Town Council and
other local Parish Councils and so we will
have use of the equipment for a couple
of weeks at a time, hopefully a couple of
times a year. Look out for the signs, which
track your speed and flash at you if you
are speeding, at locations throughout
Hawridge, Cholesbury and St Leonards
during the autumn.

I chaired a public inquiry into lessons
learned from flooding in Buckinghamshire
on Christmas Eve 2013 and again in
February 2014. They were so widely spread
in the Thames Valley that getting action in
time became a critical factor. In fact pumps
arrived too late, the Environment Agency
refused the use of blue clay to stop the
water, on the grounds of danger to wildlife,
and many obstructions such as fallen trees
and debris in ditches caused damage which,
with hindsight, could have been prevented.
In Marlow, which was saturated as the
Thames was rising, the pumps that should
have pumped the groundwater coming
down from the hills, were overwhelmed
and a huge bund is to be erected near the
sports ground to ease future problems.
Several flood action groups have been set
up, including Chesham, to monitor rising
water in the future.
Finally, I am disappointed that TfB has
decided that the road surface in Browns
Rise is not suitable for the patch and plane
programme. I will prioritise the road for
resurfacing as soon as possible.
Tricia Birchley
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk, 01296 621138

Once again the Buckinghamshire schools
have achieved excellent results, giving
our young people a fantastic start to their
careers. Unless we can provide more social
housing, it will continue to be many years
before most of them can make their homes
in the AONB. This isn’t a new problem:
Richard and I lived in Leicestershire when
we first married and it was ten years before

Planning
The Parish Council continues to monitor
progress on several Planning Enforcement
matters including the recent appeals by
4

In the House of

we bought a property in the Chilterns. The
cost of housing nationally is making it really
difficult for young people to get on the
property ladder in addition to the repayment
of their university loans, and in many cases a
burden for families supporting them.

Hilltop News
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Hawridge and Cholesbury C of E School

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

The summer holiday comes to an end and

o commemorate 100 years of the
WI in the UK, on Sunday 19 July
we put on a Centenary Craft Day
at St Leonards Parish Hall. With some
trepidation we waited for the doors to
open at 11am, not knowing how the day
would unfold, but the good publicity put
out by Janet Hopkinson and Paddy Thomas
worked wonders, and visitors exceeded
all expectations. The Cake Stall was laden,
with local produce as well as home-baked
cakes, and there were stalls selling cards,
jewellery, scarves, handicrafts, china,
books, photography, herbs and gardening
items. The Ploughman’s Lunches were
also particularly enjoyed. A tree had been
planted in the playing field earlier in the
year, and at 2pm our President, Carol Henry,
unveiled a plaque to mark the Centenary.
On the following day we met again,
this time at the home of Liz Firth for our
monthly meeting. In the evening sunshine
we admired her lovely garden and then

the children had the fortune to be broken
in gently with a two-day week. The School
welcomed a new intake of children to
Windmills – the reception class - as well
as new teachers and an increase in the
number of support staff.

B

ook bags were bulging with the
results of summer learning challenges
that were set before the children
broke up. These included a sponsored spell
to help raise money for new tables and
chairs for lunchtime. Children were given
a list of 45 words to learn over the holiday,
depending on their class, and they will be
tested on them in the first weeks back.
All were invited to take part in a Summer
Scrapbook Challenge. This could follow a
particular theme, a holiday or an area of
interest and include any information that
could be found including pictures, text,
tickets and diagrams. The scrapbooks were
then shared with the school and put on
display for everyone to see.
Lastly, everyone was encouraged to take
part in the local library summer reading
challenge that asked children to read six
different books borrowed from the library
and, in return, to be awarded a certificate
and a medal.

The children have started getting their
fingers green by planting bulbs, donated
from home, along the borders of the path
leading up to the school to brighten up the
entrance in springtime. Any spare bulbs
will be planted in other areas of the school
ground as the school is planning to make
much greater use of the space they have
available for outside learning over the next
year – whatever the weather.
Parents were invited in the first week to
meet with their child’s teacher to be given a
précis of what is planned for the next term
within the curriculum and specific topics
that will be studied and how they can best
support their child.
Looking ahead, dates have already been
set for a number of events for the first term,
including a trip to the Tower of London,
a complete school visit to The Elgiva for
the pantomime, class cake sales, Christmas
Bazaar, phonics workshops, a nativity,
Parent Forums and a school disco.

T

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

S

hoplifters and ‘pursedippers’ continue to
operate in Chesham.
Purse-dipping is a form of
pick-pocketing, where the
thief removes the victim’s
purse from their shopping bag, maybe
after observing a purchase being made
and identifying where the purse has been
put. Please be alert to this practice when
shopping and don’t keep your purse or
wallet where it can be accessed.
If you want advice or would like to
contact the neighbourhood team based in
Chesham you can email them - I will give
you the address if you contact me. To report
crimes continue to use 101 (non-emergency)
or 999 (emergency).

Gathering round the commemorative tree
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gathered indoors for celebratory food and
cake as it was our very own 36th Birthday.
And in August our informal meeting took
place at the home of Sally Reynolds, where
some intrepid members took a dip in
the pool before enjoying more welcome
refreshments.
The September meeting drew a good
audience for Roger Trout’s talk about the
edible dormouse. Autumn sets in with our
Annual Meeting in October: to be followed
in November by ‘Hand-spinning and
Natural Dyeing’ with Gilly Pusey. Gilly has
been hand spinning for many years using a
variety of fibres and natural plant dyes. She
spins Angora from her own rabbits and says
that she loves spinning, dyeing, knitting,
colour, greyhounds and horses! Sounds fun
– the meeting is on Monday 16 November
in St Leonards Parish Hall, starting at 8pm.
Get in touch with Carol, our President, on
758435 for more details of our meetings.

Hilltop News
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Shirley Blomfield (758314)
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Local History
Group
Look out for and keep
the LHG flyer in this
edition of Hilltop News

W

e begin
on Friday
2 October
by welcoming back Paul Chamberlain, a
scientist and expert on the Napoleonic
era, whose talk has the intriguing title:
Edward Jenner, Napoleon and Blossom the
Cow. This is not just an interesting subject
but one of significant importance to our
wellbeing today.
In commemorating the 800th
Anniversary of its signing little has been
said about The Failure of Magna Carta. Far
from the oft given impression, its signing
led not to new rights and protections but
to further squabbles. So for an insight into
what its lasting contribution has been, do
come along on Friday 6 November. Our
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speaker is Harvey Watson, an historian and
co-author of several books.
Looking ahead to Friday 4 December,
we acknowledge a further anniversary as
it is 100 years this year since Shackleton’s
Endurance Expedition. We have invited
Roger Slade, a photographer and expert
on Shackleton.
All the above three talks are at St
Leonards Parish Hall starting at 8.15 sharp
with the Hall open from 8pm.
Our meetings are just £4, payable at
the door. Membership for the whole year
is great value at £10 for adults and free
for those 16 years and under, providing
eight evening meetings, plus a newsletter,
other member events and access to our
archive of photographs and other material
documenting the history of the houses,
people and events in the Hilltop Villages.
Chris Brown
758890 email: localhistorygroup@
cholesbury.com

Hilltop News
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
CRICKET CLUB
Mid Bucks League
Another season
has come and gone
for our Mid Bucks
League team. After
the heady delights
of 2014, when we
won the Division 2
title unbeaten, it
was likely to be a
different proposition
playing in the higher league. Nonetheless,
it was a solid start, finishing fifth with 10
wins from 15 completed matches.
The league was tightly contested. Had
we won our scratched match at bottom of
the table Holmer Green II, we would have
been promoted for the third successive
season. We achieved some exciting victories,
most memorable being the 3-wicket win
over the eventual champions Potten End,
where Captain Neil Jones destroyed the
lower order with 6 wickets for 19 runs.

Berkhamsted Oval, set amongst the hills.
The home team set a target of 157 after
a good bowling performance by H&C.
In reply, James Cath was again in the
runs with 56, Matt Rutt provided sterling
support and Ian Hames, with a quick-fire 30
not out, gave us a 6-wicket win. Earlier, the
wily captain Neil Jones took 4 wickets.
Colts
This was another good season for Colts
cricket. The end of season Fun Day took
place on 12 September: more on that in the
next report.
All news, photos and more can be
found on the club website, which is
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com.
The club also has a Facebook Page
(Hawridge & Cholesbury Cricket Club) and
Twitter Account.
Brian Ralphs

Up-and-coming talent: Luke Reading

Senior servant Steve White

Top run scorers for the season were Rifai
with 729 at an average of 48.6, Steve White
with 321 at 24.7 and Matt Rutt with 234 at
39. Top wicket takers were Neil Jones and
Rifai with 19 and Sarfraz Nawaz with 16.
In addition to beating Potten End, we
also beat all the other teams above us
in the league at least once: Wendover,
Haddenham and Prestwood.
And yet we still struggle with availability. A
couple of injuries and summer holidays leave
us struggling to fill the league team. Having
to concede the match to Holmer Green II
was particularly disappointing. Our aim is to
attract a few more players next year. Facilities
are excellent and our teas are renowned, so
we hope this formula will work!
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Sunday cricket
The Sunday cricketers have had a good
season too. As happened in 2014, we lost
the first few matches then started on a
winning streak, so we ended the season
with more wins than losses. But Sunday
cricket is more than just winning and
losing. It is a great platform for bringing on
the next generation of players: this season
seeing the introduction of youngsters such
as Luke Reading and Sam Hames. It is also
an opportunity for the senior players to
share some of their wisdom.
Star performer again has been James
Cath, both with bat and ball. With such
talent, it is a pity he does not play League
Cricket more often.
One new fixture this season has been
against neighbours Berkhamsted, a much
bigger club who use Sunday friendlies
to blood their up-and-coming talent.
The game was played at the beautiful
Hilltop News

Lincoln Landscaping
Garden Maintenance
Fencing • Patios
Ponds • Water Features

07917 475957

nicklincoln@hotmail.com
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I think of October as a time to reflect. The
garden is having its final fling with the
asters, coloured leaves and a shot of drama
with the nerines. This year has not been
kind weather-wise. Spring was cold and
everything developed slowly. Then we
had a long dry spell with some very high
temperatures in late June/early July. August
has been very wet and now the nights
have turned cold. What effect did this have
on your garden?

CHOLESBURY cum
ST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
Annual Show
On Saturday 5 September the Horticultural
Society once again transformed the School
Hall with wonderful displays on the Show
tables. At the end of a very indifferent
summer, which has proved challenging for
local gardeners, members brought their
best fruit, flowers and vegetables and
produced a very colourful collection.
Alan Freeman won Best in Show in the
Flower Division with a huge pot of pink
pelargoniums and in the Vegetable Section
Jacky Lane won with her perfect sweet
corn. Joan Walton won Best in Class for her
exquisite flower arrangement in a marrow.
The Domestic classes had mouth-watering
entries of cakes, breads, jams and jellies and
this year Connie’s Chocolate Cake was won
by Meg Bright.
12

The Handcraft class had excellent entries
from skilled villagers. There was needlework,
silver jewellery, knitwear and a splendid
rustic chair made by Isobel Clark. The
Children’s classes produced some interesting
artwork this year and the Children’s cup was
won by Bunny Burgess Popple.
The afternoon ended with Lindsay
Griffin presenting prizes to all the lucky
winners, followed by the Raffle.
There are two people who need special
mention for all the hard work they put in
to get ‘The Show on the Road’. They are
our Secretary Diana Garner and the Show
Secretary Roseann Vince. They do this with
great efficiency and cheerfully cope with
queries and late entries on the day.
The Society would like to take this
opportunity to say a huge thank you to all
those people who came forward so quickly
to our plea for volunteers to help with the
Show this year. We always need helpers to
collect tables, set up the Show benches and
help serve teas, etc. Then, of course, a few
hours later, take it all down again!

My decision to prune severely some
larger shrubs last year reaped rewards.
The annuals planted to fill the gaps have
flourished and will continue to do so with
regular deadheading until the first frosts.
Some shrubs have had another cut-back this
autumn, particularly those providing winter
structure. The first cut in 2014 was not
hard enough!
The removal of the aster from the rose
border has revitalised the roses, which have
less disease and are sprouting well from the
base (not suckers). I do not imagine that the
aster is beaten yet but the weeding is less
frequent now than it was. The replacement
under-planting was slow to get going but
the anemone ’white swan’ is finally coming
into its own.
The apple and pear crop has been
gathered in. Great care needs to be taken

in storing apples and pears if your efforts
are not to turn to rot. For this reason I have
taken to juicing much of my apple crop,
experimenting with single varieties. The
Bramley is very good, maybe because it is a
little sharp. Bottles make excellent presents.
Subscriptions are now due, so if you did
not renew at the show please send to Di
Garner, Montana, Shire Lane, Cholesbury
HP23 6NA: cheques made payable to
‘Cholesbury Horticultural Society’ - just
£2.00 per person for the year. Apart from
access to our many events, it entitles you to
a 10% discount at Chessmount Nursery in
Chesham.
Our next event will be on Friday 20
November at Cholesbury Village Hall. There
is a short AGM followed by a hot supper
and a fun quiz.
Sarah Tricks

Liz Firth
Hilltop News
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
COMMONS
PRESERVATION
SOCIETY
AGM
Our AGM will be held on Tuesday 17
November at Cholesbury Village Hall
starting at 7.30pm. Further details will be
announced in our forthcoming Newsletter
and on Grapevine. However, we will have
a vacancy on the committee since Linden
Bevan-Pritchard will be standing down, as
she and Stephen are moving away from the
area. If you are interested in standing for
the committee please contact me as soon
as possible (lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk
or phone 758440). The skills required of
committee members are very varied and so
we welcome nominations from members
with diverse interests. You don’t have to be
an expert on flora or fauna or Commons
management.
As always, it is useful to know
beforehand if you have matters which you
wish to raise at the AGM, so that we can
allow sufficient time for discussion.
Linden
During her time on the committee, Linden
has been a great asset to us and she will be
sorely missed. She joined the committee in
2007, becoming Chairman the following
year (2008- 2010), and has been Vice
Chairman ever since, providing sensible and
sensitive advice throughout her time on the
committee.
As a keen observer of the natural world,
she has been able to give us useful advice
on the flora and fauna and has been
wholeheartedly involved in many of our
activities and sub-committees including:
• W
 riting/proof reading our reports for the
Hilltop News
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a longstanding member of the Hort Soc
committee and for many years provided
vegetables and plants for the Country
Market in Berkhamsted.
After nearly 40 years of living at The
Old Smithy in Hawridge, she and Stephen,
who has also been very supportive of our
Society’s activities, are downsizing and hope
to move to Norfolk. We wish them well in
their new venture but they will both be
very much missed around the villages here.

Pond dipping: one of Linden’s many activities
for HCCPS

• L iaising with Bucks Owl and Raptor
Group on our Owl project
• L iaising with the Hammersmith
based group Get Out There, a project
designed to help people who have had
difficulties in life to experience different
environments and whose members came
to work on the Commons several times
• Helping produce our calendars
• Working on displays
• N
 urturing plants for the heather
regeneration project
• L earning about pond dipping and
showing us what can be found in Pallett’s
Pond
• Contributing to our website
• O
 rganising the annual closure of the
permissive rides
As well as her role on HCCPS committee,
Linden has been involved in several other
aspects of village life, such as volunteering
help at the school for reading and art
projects as well as in fund raising. She was
Hilltop News

Calendar/Butterfly and Moth cards
Entries for the competition to provide the
front cover picture of the Windmill for the
2016 calendar were due by 30 September.
We are very grateful to Andy and Ruth
Wright who have allowed contestants
to wander around their property to take
pictures and are giving the winner of the
competition the opportunity to climb up
the Windmill to see the panoramic views
from the top. You may have missed the
deadline for the front cover but we will
still be happy to accept other photos taken
on or near to the Commons. Please send to
hccps@hawridgeandcholesburycommons.
org as soon as possible. Most need to be in
landscape format and should be taken on a
camera rather than a mobile phone, since
the latter are not high enough resolution
for the main calendar pictures. If you do
have a really good one on your mobile we
may be able to use it in the ‘commontage’.
Again we are very grateful to Susie Bell
who has offered to design our calendar free
of charge.
If you would like to help us by
sponsoring the costs of producing the
calendar please let me know. The cost is £50
per page.
We are also really grateful to David
Dennis, who has kindly donated a new
set of beautiful Butterfly and Moth
cards. These are already selling well. As
they are blank they can be used for any
occasion, are tremendous value at £1.25
each, as well as being really local. They
Hilltop News

may be purchased by contacting hccps@
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org.
The revenue from the calendar and cards
has provided the Society with much needed
revenue to enable us to carry out the
necessary work on the Commons and are a
lovely way to record local scenery, events,
our flora and fauna as well as keeping the
membership subscriptions down.
Enjoying the Commons
In addition to the work which is routinely
done by volunteers in keeping the paths
and rides open: trying to keep on top of
the bracken, pond clearing etc, we try to
encourage everyone to enjoy the Commons
in a variety of different ways. Over the
last year, we have had sessions making
witchy brooms and Christmas swags; talks
on bees and butterflies (including some
exotic ones from India); walks to look at
our local wildflowers and a moth trapping
evening. We have introduced a new
geo-caching trail; installed new owl and
kestrel boxes and held our Village Picnic
with the Cricket Club. On top of all of this
we have a website to be proud of: www.
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org.
We would value your feedback on
which of our activities you have enjoyed,
which you might like us to offer again
or suggestions for future activities.
Please let us know by contacting hccps@
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org.
cont...
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Heather
I hope that you have all had the
opportunity to see the heather on either
side of Horse Block Lane. It is a tribute
to all who have been involved in the
regeneration program over the years. Most
recently, in August, we were fortunate
to have the help of a group of Herts
Conservation Volunteers who removed
bracken from the area to the west of Horse
Block so that the heather there could be
seen in all its glory.
Conservation Group activities up to
Christmas
As always, newcomers are very welcome to
join any or all sessions and you may come
for all or just part of the time. Sessions start
at 9.30am with a break for refreshments
at 11am. Please contact Isobel: volunteer@
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org if
this is your first time so that she can advise
you on suitable clothing, etc. Supervised
children are also very welcome…

1st Nov – Bottom ride south of bottom of
Horseblock Lane – Remove overhanging
branches and fallen trees to widen ride.
Bonfire.
15th Nov – Drovers path entrance on
bottom ride – Clear out the entrance
whilst maintaining a low opening so horses
can’t get up there. Also deal with leaning
hawthorn half way up path and other trees.
Log and burn brash. Bonfire.
29th Nov – Opposite the Row, Hawridge
– Clear up fallen ash limb by logging and
burning brash. Also deal with fallen apple
branch and a pile of gorse.
13th Dec – Between cricket pitch and Full
Moon – Continue pushing back edge of
woodland by felling small trees and scrub.
Log up and burn brash. Bonfire.
Lindsay Griffin

4th Oct – Between cricket pitch and Full
Moon–- Continue pushing back edge of
woodland by felling small trees and scrub.
Log up and burn brash. Bonfire.
18th Oct – Opposite end of Shire Lane –
Burn bracken opposite end of Shire Lane to
encourage gorse regeneration.

16
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Rain doesn’t dampen
village spirit

den, aka ‘bottle raffle’ and ‘pick-a-bottle’ –
both with a new team of helpers.
This year we had two raffles. The
traditional Grand Draw had £100 for the
first prize and the other prizes included
hampers made up from donations. Ticket
sales were a new record. A second raffle
for a monthly delivery of home-made
cakes was a brilliant innovation. The coin
collage amounted this year to £71.34 and
the under-11 winner was Amelie from Post
Office Cottages.
Another introduction was the ‘Pimms
and Pint’ tent, which was well patronised
and confirmed visitors enjoy Tring Brewery’s
Sidepocket and a well-mixed Pimms: thanks
to Sue and Guy. The Village Hall provided
tea and those gorgeous cakes. Paddy, Liz and
Tan elegantly performed the cake cutting.
The Fete this year entered the electronic
age as Janet put one of the raffles online

before Fete day. The event was also firmly
traditional and required over 70 tables
that had to be moved at least twice. Thank
you to those who lifted tables, erected
marquees and helped in various ways,
because without you nothing happens. The
gross income was a marvellous £4,800. If
you have any views on the Fete please send
them to HawridgeChurch@gmail.com.

Good Neighbours Group

Pub Lunch Club

Severe Weather Car Scheme

No-one doubts that the weather is
important for the Fete. The forecast
was tantalising, with rain assured in the
morning but brighter in the afternoon: so
what would people do? Volunteers arrived
knowing extra marquees were needed, but
what of the visitors?

T

he visitors did come and included
many young families. One of the
sideshows was ‘Dog Temptation Alley’
and the winner was David Strong’s Maisie,
who also won last year. Visitors could enjoy
the coconut shy, or have their face painted
18

by our new artist, Sarah. Philly’s gazebo
made a cavern for the bowling and bottle
racing provided ten seconds of frantic
effort, particularly for one teenage girl with
extraordinary winding powers!
At the plant stall visitors could buy
fresh produce from the Buckland Common
allotments, where runner beans were at
their prime. Plants included an enormous
rubber plant, penstemons and hibiscus.
‘Splat the rat’ and ‘ducks in water’ provided
amusement and the only sun seen during
the Fete was on a lovely advertising sign
painted by Maddy and Scarlet. There was a
marquee forming a drinking and gambling
Hilltop News

We have always had a great bunch of
volunteers for this Hilltop Villages scheme,
which kicks off again from December.
Details of how to make use of the service
will be in the next Hilltop News.
The weather has been relatively mild
over the last two or three years but we
can’t count on this being the case every
winter. So we always welcome hearing
from anyone who has either a 4x4 car or
has winter tyres fitted who would like to
join the team which helps those stranded
at home who need urgent supplies, attend
doctors/ hospital appointments or collect
prescriptions etc. when our roads and lanes
are impassable or treacherous.
Please contact us on 758890 or email:
goodneighbours@cholesbury.com if you
would like to help or know more.

Hilltop News

John Farmer

The Pub Lunch Club meets at 12.30pm at
the Full Moon on the second Wednesday
each month. Richard and Sam give us a
warm welcome and look after the Group
with excellent menu choices and great
service. On offer is a two-course meal, plus
tea or coffee for just £10. The next few
dates for your diary are: Wednesdays 14
October, 11 November and 9 December.
Lunches are available to anyone living in,
or connected with the Hilltop Villages. They
are ideal for getting to know new faces,
or if you are new to the villages, work
from home, or are just around during the
middle of the day and fancy a break and
a chat over a meal. They also provide an
opportunity for those who might otherwise
not find it easy to get to local social events.
If a lift is needed this can be arranged.
Booking is made in advance by email:
goodneighbours@cholesbury.com or
telephone 758890. Chris Brown
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When I was a boy –
revisited!

Absalom Turner (left) in the garden of Providence Cottage
Buckland Common in the 1930s, dell holes and all!

Ten years ago I
began a series
for Hilltop News
as I approached
my three score
years and ten.
I thought then
each and every
day and year would be a bonus! Here I am
and still giving thanks for it!

M

uch has happened since ‘When
I was a boy’ Part One - I’ve had
three knee replacements – quite
an achievement only having two knees! I’ve
also had a bunion ‘mended’ and am able to
trip about in comfort, sporting shoes other
than the only worn out pair I could bear on
my foot! My wife thinks I’m quite trendy!
(I think).
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Going back to those days growing up in
Buckland Common – Graham, the Hilltop
News editor, thought there could be new
folk to the Hilltops who may be interested
to hear about the days of long ago and has
asked me to recall some of those earlier
memories, so here we go…
I’m told it is very common to begin to
think more and more of the past as one
grows older – I suppose it saves having
to think too much of the present and
remember things I’m meant to be doing
and names that are always just on the tip of
my tongue.
I was born in Buckland Common in one
of the row of four white cottages in Cherry
Tree Lane. Large cherry trees lined the lane,
planted by the Butcher family, who owned
most of the cottages. The Common was
covered in dell holes from past diggings
of stones and flints and was covered by an
abundance of wild flowers – many have
survived today! My parents Arthur (John)
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and Elsie moved twice in Cherry Tree Lane:
first to No 4, where my brother Richard was
born, then, when I came home from doing
my National Service in RAF Changi, I found
them living in Renrut Cottage where my
mother delighted in the extra room! Renrut
and Molasba are the two houses nearest to
Parrotts Lane and were named after their
builder Absalom Turner (back to front).
Three houses at the top end of Cherry
Tree Lane were demolished. In those lived
the Flitney, Penn and Adams families.
Bernard Adams was a renowned painter. On
the side of his house was a beautiful rural
scene, drawn by him into the render. Such a
shame it has gone! He didn’t appreciate us
young lads playing up and down the lane,
no doubt making lots of noise – he would
often come out and give us chocolate to go
and play elsewhere!
Life’s necessities could not be taken for
granted – water was very precious. All
cont...
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Me and my mum!
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households had wells served by rainwater
from their roofs. These wells often dried up
in the summer and one chore I remember
as a youngster was helping to push a 30
gallon, two wheeled water carrier up
Little Twye to Butcher’s Orchard Store
(now Russet Barn). The well of the store
was quite large with a pump and we were
allowed to fill our container there. This
situation didn’t bother me as long as I had
enough to drink – clean clothes and baths
were not so important to a young lad:
were they ever? Wood and coal were, of
course, also vital commodities – no one just
went for a walk in the woods just for fun,
everyone brought back a piece or two of
dead wood for the fire.
I loved everything about my childhood.
I always seemed to have good tasty meals
and the freedom to roam in the best
possible playground – our wonderful
countryside! However, the more I think
about it, I realise how hard it was for
my mother to keep house in those
circumstances: working so to keep us warm
and fed in winter and cooking on that
range in summer – let alone coping with
washing and ironing!
Coal also had to be brought to the area
to fire the kilns in the many operating
Brickfields. My father told me of his going
on a horse and cart in the 1920s to collect
coal from Tring Station. Later the coal was
brought up from Tring by lorry. The local
Brickfields were ideal to play in, especially
the one behind a garage in Parrotts Lane,
opposite the Chapel - there was a very deep
hole that my father helped to dig. During
the severe winter of 1947 my mother and
brother were taken into isolation at Stoke
Mandeville Hospital with Scarlet Fever. I
was also isolated so couldn’t go to school.
Instead, I went off to work with my father.
I enjoyed exploring and finding adventures
in the Brickfields and yards - Perhaps I
didn’t feel the cold!
Our cottage was lit by oil lamps and
candles and cooking took place on a
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kitchen range fired by wood or coal. As
time went by those who owned a wireless
set could take the battery to be charged
to Harold Penn, landlord of the Rose and
Crown (known later, as the Horse and
Hounds). I could never work out what
magic power he had! In fact, electricity
arrived in the villages in stages and the
Horse and Hounds, being on the main road,
was one of the first to be connected.
Water and electricity eventually came
to the rest of the Hilltop households in the
fifties and I remember particularly the plain
white shades over the very bright bulb in
the middle of the ceiling in the cottage.
Somehow the cosy atmosphere had gone
on a winter’s evening. I am sure my mum
was happy though: it made her life so much
easier.
On the subject of utilities, I remember
that even before water came to Buckland
Common there was a Fire Station and
several men acted as Fire Officers and wore
uniforms. It was in an outbuilding at Kiln
Cottage, home then of a Mr Main. He was
known as ‘Water Main’. There was another
man called Mr Main who lived at Chambers
Green Guest House (now Ashfield House)
- he was a frequent caller at the Boot and
Slipper in Buckland Common and he talked
a lot – he became known as ‘Gas Main’!
I hope you have enjoyed my even more
senior musings: there are plenty more…

Broadband update
Superfast Broadband
More recent activity of the Superfast
Broadband (SfBb) installation has centred
on the four sites across the Cholesbury
Exchange area. Work to install the local
SfBb network connecting to the four new
cabinets has continued but at different
speeds and with varying degrees of success.
In mid August we were advised that
there were delays to the installation of
two cabinets on Hawridge and Cholesbury
Commons, due to problems providing a
robust electrical supply. According to BT
Openreach, these delays were caused by
UK Power Networks who, as elsewhere
in the county, had failed to survey the
electrical supply available and required in
rural areas, and had also undertaken poor
work scheduling. We are still waiting for
a further update as to when alternative
solutions will be applied for both sites.

Meanwhile, the positive news is that
work on the Bellingdon cabinet is almost
complete, though the anticipated date for
going live has not yet been announced. By
the time this report appears you will have
seen road closures along Cholesbury Lane,
from Sandpit Hill to Bottom Road. This
marks the next phase of cabinet installation
at Buckland Common and as far as we
know it remains on target to be finished
sometime in late October.
ADSL2+ upgrade
The promised upgrade to the Cholesbury
Exchange failed to occur over the summer.
We have neither been provided with a
plausible reason for this or a revised date.
SfBb remains a bit of side show but one
that may be attractive as a cheaper ‘slow
lane’ option for some of us.

John Horn

Further updates
The situation with both SfBb and ADSL2+
installation will hopefully progress more
quickly over the next two months, so as and
when more information becomes available
for each of these four sites it will be posted
on the Superfast Broadband page of
www.cholesbury.com and on Grapevine.
The Cholesbury Exchange Superfast
Broadband Working Group
Hilltop News

Hilltop News

23

24

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

25

Facing the challenge
by the Reverend
David Burgess

I came across
an article about
ten years ago on
repentance and
forgiveness, and I’ve revisited it a couple of
times now. In the middle of the article was
this paragraph…

“
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he point was, in Christian theology,
each person is supposed to have this
personal relationship with Christ. It’s
not supposed to be just putting a quarter in
the swear jar on Sundays. The idea is that
you don’t get free of the consequences of
sin any other way than loading them on
Christ and Him taking them to the cross
for you. The priest is there to guide you,
but you don’t get out from under the load
because he absolves you. And you don’t
get out by sacrificing some trivial thing like
some cash or some of your own time. You
get out from under the load because Jesus
carries it.”
It seems on the surface a
straightforward, orthodox understanding
of how Christians believe God deals with
our sin. What made me sit up and take
notice was its opening sentence:
“What follows is the output of an
atheist, so take it for what it’s worth.”
I think it is worth a lot. Someone who
explicitly claims to have no faith has been
able to give a spot-on explanation of a key
part of Christian doctrine. Would you have
done so well?
I think the greatest challenge that
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the Western Christian church faces in
the 21st century is that too many people
have rumbled us – too many people see
us for what we are. It’s true that in many
areas where Christianity rubs up against
the world it encounters ignorance and
uninformed opposition and hostility. But it
also comes up against those who, without
sharing its beliefs, know exactly what
Christianity stands for and exactly where it
falls short.
I think we’re making a key mistake.
We think that we’ll be effective and reach
out to others by watering down what we
believe, by compromise and consensus. To
me, the opposite is true. I’m all for making
Christianity accessible, but not at the cost of
the core of the faith itself.
Firstly, this approach won’t work.
Secondly, it isn’t what’s wanted. People are
crying out for something that makes sense
of their lives, something that they can be
clear about that at least begins to explain
the way the world is.
It isn’t even what other faith
communities want. Many Muslims, Hindus
and Jews protested a few years ago
against the secular attempts to weed the
Christianity out of public celebrations of
Christmas. They know the value of a faith
which is clear and sharp, even if they are
normally in contention with it.
Do we want our descendants to be
living in a society where Christianity is a
redundant faith practised by an ineffectual
remnant hanging on for dear life? That’s
where we might be heading. If it isn’t what
you want, then start rising
to the challenge and do
something about it now.
It’s why Jesus died for you,
after all.
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Matthias’ godparents. It was lovely to
meet a ‘new’ family. Frances, who is a
radiographer (when she’s not riding!) and
Ben, who is involved in Renewable Energy,
have lived in Asheridge for about a year
and we look forward to their involvement
in local matters.

from the registers
CHOLESBURY
Holy Baptism
12 July 2015 - Matthias James Sumner Donaldson
12 July 2015 - Oliver Brian Edward Bower
Funeral followed by Cremation
11 August 2015 - Alan (Will) Weston
ST LEONARDS
Holy Baptism
26 July 2015 - Leah Emma Miller
2 August 2015 - Evelyn Harriman Conner
23 August 2015 - Mia Jane Jones

Church matters
David is currently having a course of radiotherapy treatment which will last through
October and into the beginning of November. Because the sessions are taking place each
weekday he won’t be as available as much as usual in the parishes but he’ll be contactable
throughout this time. Our prayers and good wishes are with you David.

CHOLESBURY

Congratulations to David on 25 years
Ordination. The event was celebrated by
a Lunch Party at The Lee with good food
and wine in a gentle, relaxed atmosphere:
allowing much conversation with friends
from the other parishes. We are most
grateful to Penny for her organisation.

O

n Sunday 12
July, Lorraine
and Wayne
Bower’s son, Oliver,
was welcomed
into the Church.
Oliver is part of a
wonderfully large family with three older
brothers and two sisters. The family are
well known locally as Wayne has been
caretaker at Hawridge and Cholesbury
School for seven years, having moved
from St Albans. Oliver’s godparents were
Wayne’s sister and brother-in law and two
family friends. A celebration lunch was held
afterwards at the Full Moon.
On the same Sunday we were delighted
to welcome an Asheridge family to St
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On 10 July, Louisa and several friends
from the Northern College of Music
presented ‘Song on a Summer Evening’
at Cholesbury Village Hall. Louisa sold
the tickets through her website, which is
probably a first for a Concert in the villages,
and the Hall was packed! We heard classic
songs from Mozart and Brahms and the
20th century songs of Vaughan Williams
and Quilter. We were again entertained
with folk songs by Katie, newly graduated
with First Class Honours. The programme
also included instrumental works on piano
and cello. The cello backing for folk songs
was particularly impressive in a most
enjoyable concert. The proceeds of £415
were shared between the Hilltop churches.
Thank you, Louisa.

Oliver Bower baptism

Laurence when Ben and Frances Donaldson
brought their first child, Matthias, to be
baptised. ‘Who Would True Valour See’
was played during the actual ceremony
and Frances’ sister and Ben’s brother are
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On Tuesday 11 August the funeral of
Alan Weston, known as Will, took place in
a church full of friends and neighbours who
supported Lorna and children Mark, Belinda
and Jason. Alan, who was 75, was born in
Hendon and received the lifelong nickname
of Will at school. Part of his schooling
was at Aylesbury where he was billeted
during the war. He married Lorna in 1960
and, with their love of the countryside,
they moved firstly to Ley Hill and then to
Bellingdon. Will set up his own business as
a metal polisher.
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Lorna and Will moved to Cholesbury and
enjoyed 38 years in the village, including
their emerald (55th) wedding anniversary.
Their three children have given them five
lovely grandchildren. In recent years, Will
suffered from poor health but previously
he and Lorna would join in the New Year
parties in Cholesbury Village Hall and Will
always enjoyed a drink at the Full Moon.
He had a great love of wildlife, was always
busy in his garden and cared for various
animals. He was keen on all sports and
an ardent Spurs supporter. His friends
will remember Will for his decency and
kindness.
The Churches Fete on 31 August was
wet! However, crowds of visitors arrived,
generously contributing £4,800 gross
takings. We had new stalls, new volunteers
to run the stalls and the Ellesborough Band
had a drum section for the first time. Thank
you very much to all the volunteers. A full
report appears elsewhere in this edition of
Hilltop News.

HAWRIDGE

F

Following a busy
few months at St Mary’s,
July and August were
taken at a more leisurely
pace with just the Fete
on the horizon for our
fundraising activities.
At our committee meetings we would
cheerfully say “Well, the weather can’t be
worse than last year” - Oh really? Villagers
did what villagers seem to do best and
simply donned their waterproofs and
came out and supported it. It takes a large
number of people to get the event up and
running so a huge thank you from everyone
at St Mary’s to all those who helped in
whatever capacity or came and spent
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money, ensuring another successful fete
and a boost to the funds of both churches.
Our Harvest Market took place on Saturday
26 September at Cholesbury Village Hall,
running in conjunction with British Food
Fortnight. Our Harvest Supper and Auction
took place the following day. There will
be full reports on these events in the next
edition of Hilltop News.
All Souls Service of Remembrance – Sunday
1st November, 3pm at St. Mary’s – Everyone
is most welcome to this service of reflection
and remembrance. If you would like the
name of a loved one to be remembered,
please let us know (757059).
There are two dates this year for the
Christmas Market. There will be fabulous
prizes to be won and our Be a Star: Buy a
Star Christmas stars will be for sale once
again to adorn our tree and give you the
chance of winning a special prize.
Friday 27 November – enjoy a glass
of mulled wine while browsing all the
Christmas goodies on sale from 6.30pm to
9pm at Cholesbury Village Hall.
Saturday 28 November – come for
coffee and a mince pie and get into the
Christmas spirit between 10am and 1pm
also at Cholesbury Village Hall. What could
be more appropriate than buying your
gifts from the ‘Heaven Sends’ wholesale
collection, at better-than-High-Street-prices
and with all profits going to the Church?

ST LEONARDS

A

s many of you will know,
Ann Horn has had to retire
as Churchwarden – a
role in which she has
contributed so very
much to both St
Leonards Church
and the community
in general. Ann, we thank you most
sincerely for all you have done. As a result
we are looking for not just one but two
new Churchwardens! This job might suit
anyone of any age with an interest in the
Church and, importantly, its outreach and
place in the community.
We have a very strong PCC who
undertake much of the administration
and would provide back up at all times,
but we do need help to ensure that the
congregation, the Rector and the PCC work
well together for the benefit of our Parish
as a whole. It isn’t a job for life: a year or
even two would be enormously appreciated
and the position of Churchwarden does
give you an insight into a rather special
village and how it works.
Do you think you could help? Giles
Pemberton as Secretary (758445 or 07957
806212) would be happy to field your calls.
It was a great pleasure to have Carl and
Beckie Miller and their families back in

St Leonards on Sunday 26 July. Carl and
Beckie were married in our Church and
Erin has since been baptised at St Leonards
– and we welcomed this time her baby
sister, Leah. The Church was full of family,
friends and godparents and Leah behaved
beautifully as David introduced her to
the congregation during the simple but
important service.

Mia Jones baptism

Evie Connor

It was very much a family gathering when
Angie and Dang Connor came from The
States to baptise their daughter, Evie on
Sunday 2 August. We were delighted to
welcome her into the church – her sister,
Lilia, was baptised by David in 2012. Evie,
wearing a lovely Christening robe, was
wonderfully calm and happy despite being
somewhat jet-lagged. Her grandmother,
Janet, and her cousins Ophelia and John
were her godparents.
Our third Baptism of the summer on Sunday
23 August was for Mia Jones whose family
live in Great Hivings. Russell and Lesley had
devised a lovely and very personal service
sheet with Mia’s sister, Caroline, reading
and one of her brothers, Dan, producing
the music. There were five godparents. Mia,
who was wearing a pretty Christening Robe
raised her arms to David so that he could
carry her down the church to introduce her
to the congregation.

This year our Harvest Service is on Sunday
11 October at 6pm with supper afterwards
– at 7.15pm in the Parish Hall. This is a
lovely occasion – a family service when
our little church is filled with autumn
flowers, fruit and vegetables. We would be
delighted to receive any contributions to
add to the decorations either on Saturday
or Sunday during the day or at the service.
Children are particularly welcome to join in
the supper – we do a great line in sausages
– but are excused the Auction of Produce
because of school the next day! No tickets –
just let Anne Butterworth (758700) know if
you would like to come.
Jazz! - Lou’s Sextet will once again
entertain us on Saturday 7 November at
St Leonards Parish Hall. Tickets from Ann
Horn (758250) are £20 each and include a
marvellous supper. Please do come and
support us by bringing a table (8 people)
or simply adding your name to the list
when we will be delighted to place you. All
proceeds are in aid of St Leonards Church.
The Breakfast Service has resumed after
the Summer Holiday and we meet on 25
October and 22 November. It will be lovely
to see you all again and indeed any of you
who have not been before are particularly
welcome. Breakfast is delicious: a never
ending supply of hot bacon butties and

Leah Miller baptism
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fresh coffee with pain au chocolat and
croissants for the children - and we think
that the short informal service appeals to
all ages.
The Tea Parties are in full swing again the cakes and scones just get better and
better! It’s lovely to see old friends getting
together (and some quite young ones too!).
We meet on the fourth Wednesday of every
month and so we look forward to seeing
you, and any of your friends who might
like to join us, on Wednesday 28 October
and 25 November. Our special Christmas
Tea will be held on 16 December. If you
would like a lift, please contact either Anne
Lake (01296 620169) or Anne Butterworth
(758700).
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The Toddler group have re-met in St
Leonards Church Room after the summer
break. New members, whether mums
or carers, are always most welcome on
Wednesday mornings 10 to 11.30am – a
great chance to meet up with old friends or
to make new contacts. Please contact either
Jakki (758941) or Alex (01296 624337) for
details.
We congratulate Giles Pemberton who,
with his brother, has recently completed
the Ingles Camino (English Way) Pilgrimage,
over rough and difficult terrain and
through rain, wind and blisters! The
pilgrimage of 127 km from Ferrol to
Santiago in north-west Spain took four days
- some going! It ended in the magnificent
Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela. Giles
describes the journey as an exhausting,
meaningful and rewarding experience.
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HILLTOP NEWS nature notes

Un-weaving the rainbow
Holding up a prism to the wonders of the natural world
Without realising it we tend to spend more of our time viewing the world through a prism.
In other words there is a tendency to focus on the assemblage of many individual things
rather than taking the step back to consider the whole picture. Occasionally, though, we
are struck by the wonder of nature. However many times we spy a rainbow we still stop at
least momentarily and stare, taking in and enjoying the whole spectacle. What’s more, we
also take pleasure in sharing this experience with others. And this must have been a human
activity from time immemorial.

A

longside the wonder of rainbows,
poets, philosophers and scientists
sought to describe, apply purpose
to and provide explanations for this
phenomenon. Many such explanations
were put forward, starting with Aristotle
in the Third Century BC. The Persians and
Chinese in the Middle Ages both rightly
associated the multi-coloured display with
raindrops. It was Theodoric of Freiberg
in the 14th century who first discovered
the prismatic qualities of ‘moist air’ in
producing rainbows. However, it was left,
first to Descartes in the mid 1600s, and then
Sir Isaac Newton, around 1700, to provide
the first fully scientific explanation for this
wonder of the natural world.
Newton concluded that the ‘seven
colours of the rainbow’ were the product of
white light being split into its constituent
frequencies of the visible spectrum. The
splitting of each element of the colour
spectrum was down to light being refracted
to a different degree as they pass through
drops of water: ie, red light is refracted at a
lesser angle than blue light.
Starting with the already established
theories about light, through elegant
experimental techniques, and by
observation and measurement, Newton
was able to deduce a robust scientific
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explanation. He used two prisms. The first
split white light into its constituent colours
and the second focussed on only the red
light, showing it was unchanged when
passing through it. It was the serendipity
of having access to the first truly accurate
prismatic lenses, only recently developed
for the latest telescopes and microscopes,
which enabled Newton to design this
experiment. The recombination of the red
through to blue colours previously split by
prisms back into white light, provided the
answer to the puzzle of the rainbow.
Despite this discovery Newton was
unable to explain how the light travelled
through air, water and glass, which took
until around 1795 to resolve. Coincidentally,
this date marks the birth of the poet
John Keats, one of the renowned ‘English
Romantic’ poets. During his lifetime
Keats would have been well aware of
the acceleration in scientific discovery.
Like other poets he began to rile against
what he saw as the irrepressible march of
science eradicating the mysteries behind
physical and natural phenomena. There
is an account of a conversation at a
dinner with his fellow poet Wordsworth.
Keats toasted ‘confusion to the memory
of Newton’. Wordsworth asked for an
explanation of this and Keats replied
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‘because he destroyed the poetry of the
rainbow by reducing it to a prism’. Keats
later expressed his sincerely-held but
light-hearted irritation for Isaac Newton’s
solution to the rainbow’s secrets in his
poem: Lamia…
Do not all charms fly
At the mere touch of cold philosophy?
There was an awful rainbow once in
heaven:
We know her woof, her texture; she is
given
In the dull catalogue of common things.
Philosophy will clip an Angel’s wings,
Conquer all mysteries by rule and line,
Empty the haunted air, and gnomèd
mine—
Unweave a rainbow, as it erewhile made
The tender-person’d Lamia melt into a
shade.
Interestingly, a contemporary of Keats
whose later writing made use of much
scientific knowledge in his mysteries,
piled in to add his criticism to the impact
scientific progress was having. In a sonnet
entitled: To Science, Edgar Allan Poe
suggested that science is the enemy of
not only the poet but society as a whole
by removing the mysteries of the world.
Poe was concerned by the ‘influx of
these modern sciences’ and how these
undermined spiritual beliefs and mysteries,
supplanting them with cold, logical
explanation. The first four lines read...
Science! true daughter of Old Time thou
art!
Who alterest all things with thy peering
eyes.
Why preyest thou thus upon the poet’s
heart,
Vulture, whose wings are dull realities?
Neither Keats nor Poe was around in
1859 when Charles Darwin published his:
On the Origin of Species by Means of
Natural Selection, or the Preservation of
Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life.
Just as well, as it was to cause further
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consternation around the dinner tables of
the day. That said, if they had suspended
their anguish just long enough to at least
read the concluding words of Darwin’s
book they might have appreciated the
words of a scientist who saw beauty in the
wonders of nature:.
“It is interesting to contemplate a
tangled bank, clothed with many plants
of many kinds, with birds singing on the
bushes, with various insects flitting about,
and with worms crawling through the
damp earth, and to reflect that these
elaborately constructed forms, so different
from each other, and dependent upon each
other in so complex a manner, have all been
produced by laws acting around us. These
laws, taken in the largest sense, being
Growth with Reproduction; Inheritance
which is almost implied by reproduction;
Variability from the indirect and direct
action of the conditions of life, and from
use and disuse: a Ratio of Increase so high
as to lead to a Struggle for Life, and as a
consequence to Natural Selection, entailing
Divergence of Character and the Extinction
of less-improved forms. Thus, from the war
of nature, from famine and death, the most
exalted object which we are capable of
conceiving, namely, the production of the
higher animals, directly follows. There is
grandeur in this view of life, with its several
powers, having been originally breathed by
the Creator into a few forms or into one;
and that, whilst this planet has gone cycling
on according to the fixed law of gravity,
from so simple a beginning endless forms
most beautiful and most wonderful have
been, and are being evolved.”
It is hard to find a better example of
scientific writing describing with such
elegance on such a profound subject, as in
this instance by Darwin holding up a prism
to the wonders of the natural world. Take
time out to enjoy all of nature’s rainbows!
chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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Autumn pub news
The good news is that ownership of
every local public house is now in private
hands with no further involvement of the
disastrous pub companies such as Admiral
Taverns, Punch Taverns and Enterprise
Inns. The bad news is that three are not
currently trading as free houses, and one
has yet to make its long-term commitment
public.

A

lot of attention has been paid
over the past seven years to the
rate at which pubs have been
closing permanently. It is still running at
about 25 per week. We have lost 25%
of the number of pubs 25 years ago.
What is seldom appreciated is that there
has been no decline whatsoever in the
20,000 independent or free houses. The
reduction has all been in the number of
establishments that were tied by tenancy
or management to breweries or pub
companies. Privately owned and managed
public houses are as viable economically
now as they were in the past (Source:
British Beer and Pub Association).
Despite being off the beaten track
with no passing trade, the Old Swan has
reported their best summer ever. Chef
Arron Daniell has been joined in the
kitchen by a second fully qualified chef,
Stephen White. The mid-week specialty
nights continue with Steak Night on
Tuesday, Market Menu fixed price on
Wednesday and Fish and Fizz on Thursday.
Congratulations are in order as the
Old Swan has the honour being the best
country pub in the area, winning third
place in the Bucks Examiner’s Pub of the
Year poll. The top positions went to larger
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Chesham pubs: the
Jolly Sportsman and
the Black Cat.
The tenancy of
Admiral Taverns will
end on 4 October,
after which the Full Moon will trade as a
free house under the able management of
Samantha Pyne and Richard Oldfield, who
have already made a marked improvement
in the food and drink on offer in the short
time they have been in charge. Whilst the
owner of the property will also own the
pub trading business, Sam and Richard
will be on a compensation scheme that
incentivizes them to make the pub popular
and successful. We certainly wish them all
the best.
There will be a Halloween Party on
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Saturday, 31 October with food available
and a prize for the best fancy dress
costume. On the following Friday night,
6 November, they plan a Guy Fawkes
fireworks display with a barbeque, and
a fire-eater has been engaged for the
occasion.
Louis Martin and Charlotte remain
in the kitchen with two regular chefs
assisting them. Their vegetarian offerings
are proving to be popular, with a choice
of four starters and five mains. For those
thinking ahead, the Christmas menu is now
available.
Once the tie with Admiral Taverns ends,
Sam and Richard plan to freshen up the
choice of real ales with regular offerings
from local breweries – especially Tring
Brewery Company.
There is a slight air of mystery
surrounding the Black Horse Inn. Dave and
Sonia are back in managing the pub with
the expectation that they will be required
for eight to ten more months. Dave has
stated that the property has been acquired
from Punch Taverns by private owners who
will operate it as a free house from 14
September onwards. Plans are to provide
real ales from Charles Wells and local
breweries such as Malt in Prestwood.
The identity of the new owners has
not been made known to Hilltop News
at this stage. Dave’s position seems to
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be that of an interim caretaker manager
whilst internal refurbishment, including
expanding the limited kitchen space, is
carried out and external improvements are
made in the garden area.
The current owners of the White Lion
have entered an appeal against the refusal
of the Chiltern District Council’s Planning
Committee to grant them a change of
use from a public house to a residential
dwelling and a related enforcement notice.
The Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish
Council, Save the White Lion Campaign
group and many local residents have
reiterated their objections on the basis that
it violates several key tenets of planning
policy – both national and local.
There have been no new developments
that we can discover regarding the future
of the Rose and Crown.
Bill Ingram
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In the workshop

Fixing the sails to the cap

Restored to former glory
On 21 August, Andy and Ruth Wright
looked up at the gleaming white sails of
their Cholesbury windmill and delighted
in the culmination of an exciting two-year
project.

T

he Wrights, who bought this historic
landmark three years ago, sought
renowned millwright Paul Kemp to
restore the exterior of the windmill as it
was in Victorian times. This time last year
the restored cap, fantail and fan stage
was hoisted onto the tower. The fantail
had been built to the original design: its
purpose to turn the cap and keep the sails
facing into the wind and only spins when
the wind changes direction.
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The new sails have also been built to
the original Victorian design. The only
difference is that they are slightly shorter:
to avoid hitting the roof of the house
below, which has a steeper pitch than the
original.
The four timber baulks (rough cut
Douglas fir, each 31 feet long) for the
central spine (sail stock) of each sail needed
to season for 18 months before being cut
and shaped. The sail framing is made from
Canadian redwood.
Work began on constructing the sails
in September 2014 in Paul’s workshop at
Ingatestone, Essex. Once cut, shaped and
planed, the four sail stocks were morticed
ready to take the sail bars. The angles of
the bars (which give the sails their twist,
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like a propeller) were worked out using
evidence from old photos. The hemlaths
(edges of the sails) intersect each bar and
holes are drilled through both so that a
coach bolt can form the marriage between
each bar and hemlath. The sails were then
painted with three coats of oil-based paint.
It is no surprise that it took 10 months to
make these sails!
Each sail is held in position on the
windshaft with a king bolt and three
shackles made from heavy gauge steel.
The king bolt is a massive 36mm diameter,
big enough to hold the weight of each
sail, which is around 350 kg (one third of a
tonne).
A 45-tonne crane (which just managed
to squeeze down the drive) lifted the sails
into position. Luckily the weather was fairly
good with low wind and only light showers,
and it took around one hour to fit each sail.
The work was finished off the following
day by connecting up the lightning
conductors and touching up the paintwork.
The fan was then unchained and the cap
slowly turned round to face the wind.
Ironically, by the time the sails were facing
the correct way, the wind had dropped and
the sails only managed a quarter turn! But
there will be plenty of other opportunities
to get the sails turning.
We shall leave the final words with
Andy: “We are delighted with the way the
windmill looks now the sails are installed.
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In all its glory!

The renovation has been a long journey
which has tested our resourcefulness:
however the result makes it all very
worthwhile. We have been very pleased at
the many messages of thanks and support
we have received from local residents. It is
clear that the windmill has a special place
in the life of the community, and we feel
privileged to be the current custodians. All
credit is due to our millwright Paul Kemp.
The quality of the sails and fantail is a
tribute to his rare skills.”

41

42

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

43

CURVACEOUS COOK

Apple, Plum and Chilli Jelly
Last Autumn I had many kilos of Bramley apples here in Umbria and masses of chillies of varying strength,
and my generous Italian neighbour had many spare plums. I don’t know what type these are, but, like his
cherries, they are unripe one day, perfect the next and rotten the day after: so prompt action is called for.
I invented this recipe from what I had, and it is easily our favourite from last year. Not sure how quickly
you could eat it, but I reckon the chilli takes a couple of months to mature in taste. If you don’t like chilli,
just leave them out: if you like it very hot, add more! Great with any meat, fish or cheese, or just
eaten off the spoon!
900g Bramleys (preferably, or other cooking apples)
900g plums of any type, but red ones make a glorious pink coloured jelly
175 ml cider vinegar
Granulated sugar, approximately 2lb
3 chillies, chopped finely, seeds as well if you like, but I think looks better without. You won’t need these
until the next day.
In a big pan put 1.7 litres of water, and chop the unpeeled or cored apples into it. Add the chopped plums,
stones and all, and bring to the boil gently. Cover and simmer for an hour, checking now and then.
If you use home grown peachy apples they will cook much more quickly than the green ‘Bramleys’
that you buy in the supermarkets.
Add the vinegar and boil for 5 minutes.
Strain overnight in a jelly bag or muslin. If you don’t have one, use a big sieve lined with two layers of
muslin. Don’t be tempted to squeeze or push - you will end up with a cloudy jelly.
Warm the sugar and measure 570ml for 450g sugar, or a pint for a pound, and add to the juice
in the clean pan.
Stir gently over low heat until all the sugar has dissolved, add the chillies, then bring to a rolling boil and
boil hard until setting point is reached. This will vary according to fruit, but check, after about 10 minutes
initially. If you drop a blob onto a cold saucer, it should wrinkle when cool and tipped.
Cool for 20 minutes or so, then stir gently again to ensure the chillies are evenly distributed.
Pour into warm sterilised jars and put on a tight lid. I don’t bother with greaseproof paper.
Check the lid seal at least twice until cold.
If you are planning to sell these at any point you should have new lids, easily available on the internet.
At the moment it is still OK to use ‘old’ glass jars. ‘Elf and safety Guv…don’t get me going!
Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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Harvest safely gathered

Phil Matthews’ stint at the wheel of his
combine harvester is over. In fact he had
a deadline: the start of the Rugby World
Cup! When I met up with him in early
September he and his team of twelve had
already gathered 2,000 acres, with another
900 acres still to go – largely due to the
difficult weather during much of August.

T

hey started harvesting Oil Seed Rape
back in late July, followed by Winter
Wheat, Spring Barley and will finish
with Spring Beans. The Oil Seed Rape, once
crushed and extracted, will be used in the
plastics industry, the Winter Wheat will go
locally to Heygates for bread and animal
feed, the Spring Barley for malting (whisky
or beer) and the Spring Beans for human
consumption.
Even the by-product of today’s harvest
has gone super-sized and the days of small
‘conventional’ 25kg straw bales used for
livestock bedding are long gone. These
have been replaced with enormous bales
weighing 650kg which are neatly stacked
46

ready to be picked up from the farm, taken
to a straw-fired power station and burnt to
generate electricity. Green energy indeed!
Although harvesting is the finale, every
seed bed will have been cultivated, sprayed
for black grass (in particular), cultivated
again, drilled, rolled, had a pre-emergence
spray and been sprayed again up to four
times. Add two or three applications of
fertiliser and you get an understanding of
how much money has been invested in the
crop long before a grain is harvested. Grain
with a moisture content over 16% must be
dried – another cost – and you realise just
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how important a part the weather plays.
Wet grain simply cannot be harvested and
financial penalties are incurred if grain has
not been thoroughly dried.
Phil declares this year’s Winter Wheat
to be ‘stunning’ with a significantly higher
yield than last year: just as well as the price
it commands is £30 per tonne less than 12
months ago. Fortunately fuel prices, which
play a hugely significant role, are currently
around 42p per litre, against a peak of 68p
per litre this time last year. It takes an eyewatering 1,300 litres of fuel to fill the John
Deere 685i fuel tank – which will last a day.
Oh, and if you are expecting the combine
to just nip up the kerb to get out of your
way as it moves from A to B, bear in mind
that a new tyre costs between £3,500 and
£4,000!
The combine is stunning, and at £380,000
it should be! Using Green Star satellite
steering, it is tracked by 21 satellites, and
a panel of touch-screen displays monitor
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every conceivable statistic from forward
speed and cutting height, to efficiency,
moisture content and throughput - plus lots
of technical info that went over my head.
The precision is such that it works within
50mm accuracy across any acreage. It is so
quiet that Phil takes several phone calls and
no one calling would guess he was sitting in
a working combine – the air is clean, dustfree and cool.
Some nights Phil and his team were
working until 1am, harvesting 50 tonnes
of grain an hour, unloading into the grain
trailer at a rate of 6 tonnes in 90 seconds.
There is something deeply reassuring
hearing the grain cart tractors trundle
past our cottage late at night, knowing
that whilst we are all tucked up there is a
dedicated work force ensuring all is safely
gathered in. Then Phil can sit back and
enjoy the rugby, after which the whole
cycle begins all over again.
Janet Hopkinson
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V V

V

100 Club
winners
July 2015
£15.00
1st prize
Miss A Angel, Buckland Common

Dear Diary

TOWN FARM
ART SHOW
Eleven artists are showing paintings,
ceramics, woodcraft, woodcarving,
Egyptian quilts and jewellery, plus
sculpture. Also to be enjoyed: mulled
wine, mince pies and Christmas cake in
aid of Rennie Grove Hospice Care.

October 2015
2nd

Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

4th

HCCPS Conservation Group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

11th Harvest Festival Supper – St Leonards Parish Hall – 6pm
14th Pub Lunch Club – The Full Moon – 12.30pm

2nd prize
£15.00
Miss B Burgess-Biggerstaff, Hastoe

The Show is on one weekend only:
Friday 27 – Sunday 29 November,
10am – 4pm.

18th HCCPS Conservation Group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

August 2015
£25.00
1st prize
Mr M Angell, Buckland Common

6 Town Farm, Cheddington,
Near Tring, LU7 0TT
www.townfarmartshow.blogspot.com

28th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

£15.00
2nd prize
Mrs N Baker, Buckland Common

Please park in High Street –
not in Town Farm. Entry is free.

3rd prize
£15.00
Mr J Horn, St. Leonards

28th Parish Council Meeting – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8pm

November 2015
1st

HCCPS Conservation Group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

6th

Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

7th

Jazz & Supper – St Leonards Parish Hall – 7.30 for 8pm

11th Pub Lunch Club – The Full Moon – 12.30pm

New Members always welcome, please
contact the Treasurer, Richard Leat
on 758784.

V V

V

15th HCCPS Conservation Party Working Group – 9.30am-12.30pm
16th WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm
17th HCCPS AGM – Cholesbury Village Hall – 7.30pm

CHOLESBURY
VILLAGE HALL

25th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

I am very pleased to let you know that
the response to the appeal for our
100 Club membership has been
fantastic, both at the Churches Fete
and since. We will have a draw each
month and will list the lucky winners
in Hilltop News.
If you have not yet joined and wish to
help us maintain our treasured village
hall please let me know.
John Allen 758095 johnm.allen@
btinternet.com
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27th Christmas Market – Cholesbury Village Hall – 6.30-9pm
28th Christmas Market – Cholesbury Village Hall – 10am-1pm
29th HCCPS Conservation Party Working Group – 9.30am-12.30pm

December 2015
4th

Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

5th

H&C School Christmas Bazaar – 11am-2pm

9th

Pub Lunch Club – The Full Moon – 12.30pm

13th HCCPS Conservation Group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm
16th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm
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We welcome all news, letters and articles
which are of general interest and relevance
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for
inclusion in the December/January edition
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or
Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 9
November latest. Please note that photos
sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750
pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449
grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700
anne@churchcottage.eu
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250
annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882
info@michaelspark.com
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printer
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592
info@strongs-printing.co.uk
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Taylors Tools LTD
43-45 Hempstead Road, Kings Langley,Herts, WD4 8BS
01923 268355 www.taylorstools.co.uk
sales@taylorstools.co.uk

