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A couple of years ago, the Parish Council 

formed the Cholesbury Exchange Superfast 

Broadband Working Group, made up of a 

small group of Hilltop residents. The Group 

has generated local interest and driven the 

project forward.  Hilltop News is grateful 

to Chris Brown and Bill Ingram in particular 

for keeping us updated with its progress.

Now that Superfast Broadband is 
being gradually introduced for 
most telephone lines that were 

historically connected to the Cholesbury 
exchange, a public session to introduce it is 
scheduled for Thursday 10 December at St 
Leonards Parish Hall beginning at 7.30pm. 
All interested local users are welcome to 
attend.

The purpose of the session is to present 
guidance on using the new broadband 
facility and to enhance the delivery of on 
line entertainment and information to your 
premises. The SfBb Group will explain just 
what it is that we are getting, how to use 
it and get the best value out of it. There 
will be discussion of what service levels you 
could get and what is best for your needs.    
Even those furthest from the new cabinets 
with more modest increases in speed should 
gain something from this session.

For those unable to attend the evening 
meeting, the SfBb Group has also organised 
an afternoon session. See the Good 
Neighbours Group article in this Hilltop 
News for further details about this.

Front cover A seasonal illustration  
by Michael Spark

From here to infinity

Also in this issue…

•  A pilgrimage through Spain.

•  Old photos restored.

•  Big cats in the Chilterns?

Plus our regular features…

Chris Brown gets to the root of the king of 
British trees.

Our Curvaceous Cook serves up a fishy 
treat.

…plus all the news from our churches, 
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.

Boots on a waymarker? Find the story behind 
this inside

The Hilltop News team wish you all a very 

merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Items topping the list for the Parish 

Council these last months have continued 

to include road maintenance, particularly 

pushing for a more comprehensive and 

lasting repair of our potholed roads; 

and also planning, where the council 

continues to monitor the progress of 

several enforcement matters. Generally, 

the County and District Council budgets are 

limited and constant lobbying is required 

to ensure that the very best possible 

service is provided to the parish within 

existing constraints.

MVAS
You may have noticed the Mobile Vehicle 
Activation System that was situated near 
Hawridge and Cholesbury School at the end 
of September/beginning October (although 
hopefully you didn’t as you were obeying 
the speed limit!). We are still awaiting the 
data analysis from the two-week period, 
but hope to have the device again in the 
spring, this time located in Cholesbury or  
St Leonards.

Local goodwill
As winter sets in and the need for grass 
cutting and hedge maintenance declines, 
the PC, at its October meeting, took the 
opportunity to thank Cllrs Blomfield and 
Matthews for their continued maintenance 
of Buckland Common and the allotments, 
as well as grass cutting/hedge trimming in 
other areas where the County Council falls 
short. Without their continued assistance, 
allowing us to avoid the need for costly 
contractors to undertake the work, the PC 
would not be able to operate within its 
current budget and future precept levels 
would need to rise. Once again - to Nigel 
and Philip – many thanks!

Community First Responders
I would like to appeal to anyone willing and 
able to volunteer to become a Community 
First Responder (CFR). At the moment, the 
Hilltop Villages do not have one.

Community First Responders use 
life-saving skills, such as operating the 
automated external defibrillator (AED), to 
provide early and often vital intervention 
for patients suffering life-threatening 
emergencies in the immediate vicinity 
of where they live or work. Once an 
ambulance crew arrives at the scene, 
CFRs work alongside a clinically qualified 
practitioner.

CFRs are trained to provide life-saving 
treatment at a recognized level and they 
are always backed up by the nearest 
available ambulance. Every six months, 
there is compulsory training to refresh 
skills. There is also an opportunity for CFRs 
to have monthly refresher training on skills 
or treatment.

Your councillors are:

John Allen, Chairman: 758095

Nigel Blomfield, 758314

Chris Brown, 758890

Philip Matthews, 758205

John Minting, 758206

Francis Sanger, 758767

Judith Joseph: 758702

Types of calls a CFR might attend are:
•  Cardiac arrest

•  Heart attack

•  Strokes

•  Choking

•  Diabetic emergencies

•   Traumatic emergencies (not road traffic 
collisions)

•  Breathing difficulties

•  Patients suffering from seizures

•  Chest pains

•  Unconscious patients

•   Pediatric and children aged one year  
and over.

In case of cardiac arrest, for every minute 
that passes without cardio-pulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) and defibrillation, a 
patient’s chances of survival decreases by 
14 per cent. As Community First Responders 
answer calls in their neighbourhood, their 
arrival on the scene before an ambulance, 
especially in rural areas, is vital in providing 
immediate life-saving treatment. These 
extra minutes do help to save lives.
If you are interested in becoming a CFR, 
please telephone 0800 587 0207 or email 
cfr@scas.nhs.uk.

Pump hunt…
…for sewage station owners! Thames 
Water, which serves 15 million customers 
across London and the Thames Valley, will 
be taking responsibility for around 4,000 
pumping stations in October 2016, but 
needs to track down 1,800 currently off its 
radar.

New legislation means that sewage 
pumping stations, which power waste 
water away from properties and out 
into the public sewer pipe network and 
currently owned, maintained and paid for 
by customers, will become legally owned 
and operated by the local water company. 

Jerry White, of Thames Water, said: 
“This is really good news for customers. 

We urge anyone who thinks they may have 
one to get in touch so we can check they 
are eligible for the transfer of ownership. 
In some cases, as well as electricity savings, 
maintaining and replacing pumps can cost 
thousands of pounds, so it is an excellent 
deal for them. We believe we know where 
approximately half of the stations we need 
to take over are, but really need help to 
find the other 1,800. Please get in touch if 
you think this applies to you and we can 
take on the responsibility forever.”

Anyone with a private pumping station 
can make Thames Water aware at  
www.thameswater.co.uk/pumphunt.

Hayley Lewis, Clerk to the Council, 758843 
Email: parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com
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The autumn term started with the value 
of respect amongst everyone at the school. 
Meanwhile the individual classes have 
begun curriculum topics as varied as ‘all 
about me’, pirates, London, Greek myths 
and modern Greece, the Roman Empire, 
mountains and rivers and the rule of law. 
The teachers will introduce these topics in 
to the children’s lessons as much as they can 
to ensure a rounded understanding.

The harvest festival was well attended 
before the children broke up, with 
contributions amounting to a fantastic 
display that was divided and distributed to 
Atlas House and local residents, with the 
remainder being sent to the food bank.

Finally, here are a couple of invitations. 
The school has an Open Morning on 
Wednesday 2 December between 9.15 and 
10.15am, to which prospective parents are 
welcome to attend and have a look round 
before the Christmas rush begins. The 
school’s Christmas Bazaar is on Saturday 5 
December - to which all are welcome.

The children all seem to have settled well 

in to their new classes and the first half 

term finished with a non-uniform day and 

a hot dog sale as the children went home 

for a well-deserved break.

The staff also deserved a break after 
having Ofsted visit at the end of 
September. The report was published 

at the beginning of November, with 
the overall effectiveness of the school 
rated ‘good’ with personal development, 
behaviour and welfare graded as 
‘outstanding’. Teaching, learning and 
assessment are good or better in nearly 
all classes and the vast majority of pupils 
make good and sometimes rapid progress 
– they are all well prepared for the next 
stage of their education. In addition, 
the pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development is considered to be 
outstanding. Such an excellent report is 
testament to the hard work put in by the 
head teacher, considered to be outstanding 
in her leadership, the staff and the 
governors. Along with the children, they 
should all be very proud of this report. Full 
details can be found online.

HAwRIDgE AND CHOLESBURy C OF E SCHOOLTHE COUNTy COUNCIL
Many of us attended 

Remembrance Services 

on 8 November across 

the four parishes in 

memory of the brave 

and often very young 

people who gave their 

lives in two world wars. They were terrible 

days for families and it has taken huge 

amounts of grit and determination to put 

the country where it is today. 

The demands of today, however, don’t 
always seem to be in the national 
interest and the way HS2 continues 

to power ahead beggars belief. The latest 
proposals for the bored tunnel mean on-
going concerns for people living along the 
route and disrupted communities: with HS2 
purchasing, we are told, 300 properties at a 
cost of £225 million in one of the loveliest 
environments in the country. The County 
Council will continue to work with the 
Districts and the community to do whatever 
we can to reduce the impact of this mad 
venture.

During the past year the Council has 
been working with families in Chesham 
needing support to achieve their potential 
in terms of employment, education 
and health. The youth unemployment 
mentoring service is helping young people 
into work and apprenticeships. Health 
education is being stepped up, particularly 
with young single mothers. The Waterside 
Future Steps course has helped people 
into employment and adult education, 
and there have been improvements to the 
domestic violence service. Council boundary 
changes in 2013 have altered the nature 
of this Division and means that careful 
juggling of funding is needed to ensure 
everybody gets the services they expect.  

 

That said, I believe the road network 
across the County is better as a result of 
improvements carried out in the last couple 
of years; but I remain deeply frustrated that 
a number of our rural roads and bridleways, 
which have been promised funding, are still 
awaiting repairs. Shortly I shall be out and 
about again with the local area technician 
and the rights of way officer to impress on 
them the impact of frost and snow on our 
hilltop roads. Once again the water table 
is high and the impact of flooding and 
freezing can have a catastrophic effect on 
potholed roads. The Cabinet Member for 
Transportation, Mark Shaw, who lives in 
Chesham, has been out with me locally and 
has put pressure on the TfB teams to raise 
their standard of work!

With Export Week on the horizon, Bucks 
Business First brings together a range of 
opportunities for local business to make 
international connections, especially 
in the healthcare, food and electronics 
industries. Buckinghamshire’s business 
population grew to 32,050 in 2015 with 
the strongest growth coming in sectors 
termed ‘new work’ such as creative, 
digital and professional. The roll-out of 
higher broadband speeds across the rural 
parishes is vital to the success of these 
businesses and a number of local residents 
are to be thanked for pooling their 
expert knowledge for the benefit of the 
community. 

 Local shopkeepers are busy preparing 
for Christmas and I bought cards showing 
delightful scenes of landmarks in the 
Chilterns. The Council depot is brimming 
with salt and I can assure you we will do 
everything possible to keep our roads safe 
this winter.

Please let me know if I can speak to 
officers on your behalf at County Hall.

 Tricia Birchley  
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk, 01296 621138
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LOCAL HISTORy 
gROUP
Look out for and keep 

the LHG flyer in this 

edition of Hilltop News

On Friday 4 
December, we 
are delighted 

to invite one of the foremost experts on 
the Shackleton’s Endurance Expedition. It 
is 100 years since Ernest Shackleton led his 
heroic team of polar explorers on a mission 
to cross the Antarctic from sea to sea. Roger 
Slade is a photographer and expert on 
Shackleton who will lead us on our own 
exploration of this remarkable story, using 
examples of both the original expedition 
photographs, and those from his own 
stunning collection of images which he has 
captured on one of his many trips to the icy 
continent. 

In 2016 our first meeting is on Friday 8 
January, and we welcome back Tony Eaton 

who has previously entertained us about 
unresolved air mysteries of WW2. He has 
a special interest in unravelling using files 
only subsequently released to the public by 
the Government. This time we have booked 
him to talk on The Rudolf Hess Cover-up.

Rounding up this trio of talks, on 
Friday 5 February, we bring you Chiltern 
Commons – Their Contribution to our 
Heritage with Gary Marshall a Regional 
Archaeologist for the National Trust. 

All the above three talks are at St 
Leonards Parish Hall starting at 8.15 sharp 
with the Hall open from 8pm.
Our meetings are just £4, payable at 

the door. Membership for the whole year 
is great value at  £10 for adults and free 
for those 16 years and under,  providing 
eight evening meetings, plus a newsletter, 
other member events and access to our 
archive of photographs and other material 
documenting the history of the houses, 
people and events in the Hilltop Villages. 

Chris Brown, 758890  
localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com

NEIgHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

Incidents recently 
highlight the need to 
be aware. A house in 

darkness with curtains 
undrawn and no car in the 
drive is a sign to burglars 
that no-one is at home, and 
with Christmas drawing near there may 
well be cash and gifts inside. Do not leave 
parcels and presents on show, ensure that 
dwellings and outhouses are secure and be 
alert to, and report, suspicious activity.

In emergency, dial 999, otherwise 101 is 
the number to call. 

Shirley Blomfield (758314)  

CHOLESBURy-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS w.I.

At our Annual Meeting in October we 
heard reports of our financial affairs 
and our activities over the past year. 

Carol Henry gave her President’s Report and 
we are pleased that Carol is to continue as 
our President for the coming year.

Carol told members of the 
Commemorative WI Banner Parade which 
had taken place the previous Saturday in 
Aylesbury. She had carried our banner in 
the procession from the Judges Lodgings 
through the town to the County Museum, 
where it was displayed for the remainder 
of the day along with many more from 
Buckinghamshire institutes. The County 
Museum exhibition, based on 95 years 
of the Bucks Federation, continues until 
February 2016.

It was agreed to have a stall at the 
Christmas Fair to be held on 12 December 
at St Leonards Parish Hall and members will 
be making cakes for this.
Our Christmas meeting is on Monday 

21 December. Bob Harding-Jones is 
entertaining us with ‘Laughter in the 
Village’. If you would like to join the party, 
please let Carol know (758435).   

After the procession
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURy  
CRICKET CLUB
End of season awards
As a fitting conclusion 
to an enjoyable 
season, an Awards 
Evening was held 
at the Full Moon in 
October. There was 
an excellent turnout, 
especially amongst 
the ladies, who have 
been wonderful 
supporters this last season. In particular, our 
regular Saturday ‘tea lady’  Ellie Redding 
produced such good teas that H&C won the 
league award for the best teas, as voted for 
by opposing teams.  

The following senior awards were 
announced by Cricket Manager Neil Jones:

Saturday
Best Batsman: Mohammed Rifai
Best Bowler: Neil Jones
Best Fielder: Ben Drane
Sunday
Best Batsman:  James Cath
Best Bowler: Andy Holdsworth
Best Fielder:  Ben Drane

Overall
Best Player:  James Cath
Clubman of the Year:  Steve Drane

Also recognised for their contributions 
were Ellie Redding, for her wonderful 
teas, and John Noakes, who umpired all 
but three of the Saturday league matches. 
His unflappable temperament suits him 
admirably for the umpiring role. His reward 
from the club was a very large bottle of his 
favourite nectar.

At county level, Neil Jones and Steve 
white played for Bucks Over 50 and Richard 
Vasey and Brian Ralphs for the Over 60s.

Colts
The 2015 season ended with a fun-filled 
afternoon of mixed cricket, with parents 
joining their offspring to demonstrate their 
cricketing skills. As in previous years, some 
hidden talents were unearthed! On the day 
we had 11 teams, with 66 players together 
with another 20-25 or so onlookers. 
Barbeque and bar were at full capacity 
throughout the day and we benefited from 
better weather than the previous year. The 
games were played in a terrific spirit with a 
number of the mums taking an active part. 
The winning team was captained by Rachel 
Barker. 

At the following prize-giving ceremony, 
Colts Coordinator Ian Hames announced 
the following awards for the 2015 season:

U9 Batsman - Jack Hill
U9 - Bowler - Ben Morris
U9 Most Improved - Freddie Moxom

U10 Batsman - Miles Mentiply-Johnson
U10 Bowler - Benjamin Filer
U10 Most Improved - Ted Smare

U11 Batsman - Oliver Coleman
U11 Bowler - Oliver Richardson
U11 Most Improved - george Chard

U12 Batsman - Mac Harriman
U12 Bowler - Alec Matthews

President Trafford Matthews (right) presents 
the Clubman of the Year award to Steve Drane.

Rachel Barker and her winning team at the Colts Fun Day

LincoLn Landscaping

Garden Maintenance
   Fencing • Patios

Ponds • Water Features

07917 475957
nicklincoln@hotmail.com

U12 Most Improved - Sarah Timmins

U13 Batsman - Max Collins
U13 Bowler - Luke Barker
U13 Most Improved - Jack Brown

U14 Batsman - Sam Hames
U14 Bowler - Ciaran Delaney
U14 Most Improved - Ella Bishop

In addition, County honours were also 
achieved by 3 juniors:
Sarah Timmins - girls Under 16
you Nichols - girls Under 11
Jack Hill - Boys Under 10

All news, photos and more can be 
found on the club website, which is 
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.
com. The club also has a Facebook Page 
(Hawridge & Cholesbury Cricket Club) and 
Twitter Account.

Brian Ralphs
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CHOLESBURy cum 
ST LEONARDS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETy 
Before starting to type I always review 

what I wrote a year ago. I noticed that it 

was supposed to be my last report!  

Looking at a few old garden magazines 
I came across the top 30 must-have 
plants. Did I agree with the selection? 

No, but it would be a poorer place if we 
all liked the same plants. However it got 
me thinking, could I produce a list of a 
favourite plant for every month of the 
year. Well, I have and listing them made me 
realise how lucky we gardeners are with 
the choice. This is my selection: but please 
do email me on sarah.tricks@gmail.com, 
with your choices and I will endeavour to 
produce some kind of Hilltop favourites for 
the next edition. 

January: snowdrops – what else brightens 
up the very short days?

February: hellebores - prolific self-seeders 
and available in a wide range of colours 
and forms depending on the depth of your 
pocket. Don’t forget to cut the foliage back 
early.

March: narcissus – big and bold, small and 
delicate, what’s not to like?

April: tulips – this could also have been 
May’s pick, chosen with care they have such 
a long season. I now grow mine in pots. 
They needed planting in November. 

May: alliums – particularly the tall purple 
ones grown under a laburnum arch or tree.

June: roses – try growing salvias beneath 
them, allegedly they act as a fungicide 
against the common rose diseases. 

July: sweet peas - my first sowing is in a 
cold frame now but I will sow a second in 
March. This extends the growing season. 

August: anemones and particularly ‘White 
Swan’ – plant of the year a few years ago, 
low growing, white flowers with a blue 
reverse from June to November. 

September: asters – not the thuggish ones 
I had growing under the roses, although 
repeated ‘weeding’ seems to have 
eradicated them, but the tall white, pink, 
purple and blue ones. Dramatic in the low 
sun, especially with grasses.

October: spindles, what a blaze of colour 
- both the leaves and fruits. Extend the 
season by growing several different 
varieties. Some of mine have bare branches 
by now; others have yet to turn to the vivid 
red.

November: cornus ‘Midwinter Fire’ – in the 
low sunshine this shrub blazes. However 
it is the newer growth that provides the 
most vivid colour: so don’t forget to prune 
if growth is strong in the spring. It can take 
some time to settle in. 

December: winter flowering Jasmine – 
this was a close thing with the viburnum 
bodnantense but in the end it won 
because it not only brightens up anywhere, 
including north facing walls, but also a 
Christmas flower arrangement. 

I know I have left off the list some plants 
I would not be without: the prime example 
being grasses - special in their own right 
but also as a foil for others, especially the 
blues. There are no trees to speak of – there 
could have been at least one for each 
month. Bulbs feature heavily in the spring 
but what about companion plants such as 
the pulmonarias? I am looking forward to 
hearing your ideas.

Subscriptions are now due, please 
contact Di Garner on Montana@cholesbury.
net or call 758347 and look out for news of 
2016 events soon.

Happy gardening, 
Sarah Tricks
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURy 
COMMONS 
PRESERVATION 
SOCIETy
AGM
The AGM took place on 17 November and 
a full report will be included in the next 
issue of the Hilltop News. A report will 
also be available earlier on our website: 
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org. 

Subscriptions
There seems to be some confusion about 
when subscriptions are due. They become 
due annually at the AGM! Please check 
the website for all the easy ways in which 
you can pay. Once again the committee 
recommended that subs should remain at 
£10 per adult (if two adults in a household 
become members then children are 
automatically included). Sales of calendars 
and cards have again made it possible 
to keep the membership costs down. 
This has been greatly helped by the kind 
sponsorship towards the printing costs of 
this year’s calendar by George Browns; 
Philip Matthews; Chiltern Motors; James 
Jolliffe; H G Matthews; Bouncies4all; MT 
Loos; Cherry Tree House Nursing Home; 
Bellingdon End Farm Shop; and Christmas 
Tree Farm, Chesham.  

Calendar
Once more we are grateful to all those who 
submitted photographs for the calendar 
and who generously let us use them to 
produce a lovely record of life on and 
around the Commons. We are also very 
fortunate to have had Susie Bell design 
it and have had our customary efficient 
service from Orbit Press in printing them 
– a wonderful communal effort. They 
may be purchased for £10 each (£1 extra 
for a sturdy envelope) by contacting 

Lindsay griffin (758440) or hccps@
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org. They 
will also be on sale at Chiltern Motors. 
Please do buy early since we only print the 
number we can confidently sell. There will 
be no cheap deals after the New year! Our 
lovely local cards are also available at £1.25 
each and make great stocking fillers.

Works on the Commons
There are currently a number of works 
taking place on the Commons. The work 
on the woodland areas, which Christine 
has undertaken over the last few years, is 
continuing. This started with the removal 
of dangerous trees on Rays Hill and is 
continuing on the Bottom Ride. Together 
with John Morris from Chiltern Woodlands, 
Christine and Isobel have identified a 
number of trees to be felled on the Bottom 
Ride. This work will substantially widen 
the ride and it is hoped that it will help it 
to dry out more easily. It will also increase 
the diversity by creating scrub areas, which 
will need to be managed by contractors 
in future to prevent them from reverting 
to woodland. The advantages of such 
scrubby areas are discussed in ‘Managing 
your Woodland for Wildlife’ and ‘Scrub 
and its Management’, a Suffolk Wildlife 
Trust factsheet. Both of these articles are 
available on our website.

The work to lay the underground 
electricity/broadband cables across the 
Common close to The Bury should soon 
be completed. We plan to sow some 
wildflower seeds on the newly restored 
trench on Shire Lane.  

Volunteers
Despite the drizzly weather, a group of 
volunteers from Hammersmith Community 
gardens Association’s get Out There 
project again came to help control the 
gorse in the heather area, at the beginning 
of November. Their work is very much 
appreciated and it would be good to invite 
them back when the heather is in bloom to 
see the results of their efforts.

‘Before…’ and ‘…After’ 

Our own Hilltop Conservation group 
have also been busy on Pallett’s Pond; the 
Bottom Ride near to Horseblock Lane and 
clearing the bracken near to the junction 
of Shire Lane and the Cholesbury to 
Wigginton Road. Their work is also very 
important as Isobel’s before and after 
photos show.

Permissive rides v bridleways
There have been a number of sightings 
of cyclists on the Bottom Ride recently. If 
you happen upon someone cycling along 
there please point out to them that no 
cycles are allowed on the Commons. They 
may be under the mistaken belief that they 
are cycling on a bridleway, where cyclists 
are permitted to ride, but we have no 
bridleways on the Commons and vehicles, 
including cycles, are expressly forbidden in 
our By-Laws unless with the permission of 
the owner. 

There have also been some instances 
of horse-riders using the footpaths, which 
churns up the paths, making it difficult 
for walkers. Please stick to the rides or the 
roads if the rides become too boggy. 

Linden and Stephen’s bench
The bench which Linden and Stephen 
commissioned as a parting gift to the 
community, was put in place by Ann and 
John Caple and Peter Hall. It is in a lovely 
spot on the path going from opposite 

Mildmay Cottage to the Bottom Ride and is 
just on the woodland edge. From here you 
have panoramic views and, I’m told, it is a 
great place to watch the sunrise or sunset. 
Our thanks to all who have been involved: 
the bench will provide a welcome spot to 
‘Rest and Be Still’.

Pallett’s Pond
Isobel reports on the dilemmas of the 
pond - The New Zealand Pygmy Weed 
has disappeared from places where we 
have had black plastic covering it but, 
unfortunately, it has now invaded some of 
the areas where there was no plastic. As far 
as we know, nothing predates the weed. 
There is a selective spray but this is only 
70 per cent effective. The radical strategy 
suggested by experts is to pump out the 
pond and spray to kill everything.

There is no guarantee that it won’t 
return, however, since birds can bring 
it in from nearby ponds, although it is 
interesting to note that the dew pond, not 
far away, shows no sign of it.

It may be that sealing the gabion wall 
along the roadside, and thereby making 
the pond deeper, may reduce the NZPW but 
it is also possible that it may just become 
the aquatic form, which is just as bad. The 
benefit of deeper water is two-fold: firstly, 
any black plastic will be less visible at low 
water levels and secondly, the sweetgrass, 
which otherwise will completely fill the 
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pond, seems to prefer shallow water. 
Leaving the plastic as a permanent feature 
while the water depth is so low is not 
preferred as it is such an eyesore. 

The sweetgrass is relatively well 
controlled at the moment, but that has 
largely been down to the black plastic. We 
do not now have many volunteers working 
on the pond, so removing the sweetgrass by 
hand, with the black plastic removed, may 
not halt its advance in the future.

Pond Conservation, the Canal and River 
Trust and the Million Pond project will be 
contacted for advice and possible sources of 
funding. 

HCCG volunteer sessions
These begin again after the 
Christmas break on 10 January. If 
you want to join any of the sessions 
please contact Isobel at volunteer@
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org and 
she can send you details of each session.

Lindsay Griffin

Gathered by Linden and Stephen’s bench 
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Several years ago I was walking with my 

wife through the lovely bluebell woods 

between Swan Bottom and Wendover, 

when we met a woman walking with 

her dog. We exchanged pleasantries and 

started to chat. Then she said “You may not 

believe this, but I swear it’s true (or words 

to that effect) but last week I walked 

through here and a huge black cat – like 

a panther – ran across the path. It was 

so quick my dog didn’t even notice it.” 

The woman seemed so sincere, we didn’t 

challenge her story. 

We continued our walk (in 
silence with an occasional peek 
over our shoulders) and the 

meeting slowly slipped from our thoughts 
– although I recalled some years earlier 
reading in the local press of many sightings 
of ‘The beast of Wendover’. There are over 
2,000 recorded ‘big cat’ sightings up and 
down the country each year. They certainly 
capture the imagination, although, 
unfortunately, reports of wild beasts 
roaming in our area have evaporated in 
recent years.

This leads me on to recent coverage 
in wildlife magazines, and the National 
Press, of plans to bring back another big 
cat to Britain: the lynx, which once lived 
here (though 1300 years ago). The success 
of a reintroduction programme in Spain 
and Portugal (of the Iberian lynx) has 
encouraged the Lynx UK Trust to bring 
the slightly larger Eurasian lynx to private 
estates in Norfolk, Cumbria, Northumbria 
and Aberdeenshire.

The benefits, it is claimed, include 
increased wildlife tourism and reduced 

Big cats in the Chilterns?

damage to ground flora by the deer 
which the lynx prey on. The opposing 
consideration is the attack on sheep, but 
data from elsewhere in Europe shows this 
to be minimal and the Trust will, in any 
case, fully compensate farmers. There has 
never been a case of a lynx attacking a 
human, or even a dog.

My immediate thought at this news 
turned to the muntjac, that barking 
nuisance which creeps into our gardens 
eating the plants (especially roses) just as 
they are about to flower: not to mention 
the damage they do in our woodlands, 
eating new plants and raiding birds’ nests. 
The lynx should at least sort out this non-
native deer. So is there a case for releasing 
the lynx into the Chilterns, I wonder?

Graham Lincoln
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Good Neighbours Group
Getting more from the internet  
and your broadband
•  want to learn more about making use of 
the internet?
•  Need help to make your broadband work 
better?

If the answer to either of these questions 
is yes, then come along at 3pm on Thursday 
10 December to St Leonards Parish Hall.

The Good Neighbours Group has been 
working with our two village halls to equip 
them with broadband services. These have 
now been installed and we will be making 
use of the equipment at St Leonards Parish 
Hall as part of our AGM. 

We will have on hand a telecoms expert, 
Paul Farrelly from Ballinger, to show how 
accessing information on the internet 
can make everyday tasks like shopping, 
paying utility bills or accessing information 
about government services much easier. 
This is very much a taster session and we 
hope those participating will join with 
others next year to get some real hands-on 
experience. 

Severe Weather Car Scheme 
Firstly, a big thank you for the generosity of 
the locals who volunteer (with 4x4 vehicles 
or winter tyres) to support the Car Scheme, 
which will again be operating during 
periods of severe weather, when road 
conditions make it difficult or dangerous to 
get around. That said, it seems that running 
the scheme has brought us some milder 
winters, but we know our luck will run out 
sometime.

The Scheme provides our rural 
community with enhanced resilience if the 
winter weather is severe and prolonged. Its 
purpose is to help local people who cannot 
get about or are nervous driving in tricky 

conditions to get to medical appointments, 
restock essential food supplies, collect an 
urgent prescription, or other essential 
errands. If there is a major snowfall during 
the day we could also ‘rescue’ stranded 
villagers at local stations or in the environs 
of the villages! If weather conditions 
prevent social services reaching a client, and 
near neighbours are not available, then 
volunteers may also be able to help with 
certain vital tasks. 

Volunteer drivers will respond as needed 
between 9am – 7pm and there is a special 
telephone number to use to contact the 
scheme coordinators: 0845 8 735 737. So 
keep this number handy by the phone or if 
out and about on your mobile, and please 
draw to the attention of anyone you know 
who might benefit.

If you consider yourself community-
spirited and have a suitable vehicle, we 
would really like to hear from you. The 
more drivers we can call on the better 
prepared we will be and we can also share 
out any demands across a larger group.

Pub Lunch Club
The Pub Lunch Club meets at lunchtimes 
(12.30pm) at The Full Moon on the second 
Wednesday of each month. The next few 
dates for your diary are: Wednesdays 9 
December, 13 January and 10 February. 
Booking is made in advance by email or 
telephone contact number below. 

Lunches are available to anyone living in, 
or connected with the Hilltop Villages. They 
are ideal for getting to know new faces, 
or if you are new to the villages, work 
from home, or are just around during the 
middle of the day and fancy a break and 
a chat over a meal. They also provide an 
opportunity for those who might otherwise 
not find it easy to get to local social events. 
If a lift is needed this can be arranged.

You can contact the Good Neighbours 
Group by email:  
goodneighbours@cholesbury.com or 
telephone 758890.

Chris Brown

We are privileged to have our 
homes in an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, but one that is 

facing many and increasing challenges: 
from pressures for housing developments, 
traffic, increased leisure pursuits, ever 
more complex infrastructures and 
communications - all of which are a 
potential threat to a countryside that we 
love so much.

There is a great need to protect the 
natural and, in some cases, fragile beauty 
of this countryside, not just for ourselves 
but also for future generations. This is 
where the Chiltern Society comes in, in 
particular the Society’s Planning Group 
and its teams of volunteer Planning Field 
Officers (PFOs) who scrutinise planning 
applications in their local area.

We are looking for volunteers... of any 
age, from any walk of life, whether retired 
or working, but with one thing in common: 
a concern for the Chilterns AONB, a desire 
to protect and preserve it – and a willingness 
to devote a small amount of time to this 
important and very rewarding task.

If you like working in a team, want to make 
a contribution and hear more about what 
being a PFO entails, please get in touch 
with Michael Jepson on 01494 883762
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I’ve discovered there is a certain perverse 

irony in writing an update about the latest 

developments in the rollout of Superfast 

Broadband (SfBb).

Information travelling via fibre-optic 
cable does so at around the speed of 
light. Developments in the rollout of 

these new services in our locality seem now 
to be almost as frenetic but are becoming 
increasingly unpredictable. This article, 
written in the first week of November, 
will arrive on your doorstep a few weeks 
later. So attempting to predict the stage 
of development reached by December, or 
anticipate the possible delays or changes 
to the schedule is frankly fruitless. So I will 
stick to the ‘known knowns’ and direct you 
to the SfBb page at www.cholesbury.com or 
the updates on Grapevine!

The rollout of SfBb on the Cholesbury 
exchange reached a landmark on 1st 
October when the cabinet serving Buckland 
Common/St Leonards and the cabinet for 
Asheridge/Bellingdon both went live and 
orders could be for FTTC delivered services. 
Such has been the pent-up demand that 
orders outstripped available slots on the 
Buckland Common cabinet and I am told 
that BT Openreach has an automatic refresh 
in hand. 

The work on the cabinet serving 
Hawridge is now complete but, 
frustratingly, we are still awaiting news 
of when the long-delayed work to supply 
power from a pole at the nearby school will 
be completed.

Fibre has been laid on and digging 
trenches and supplying power for the 
Cholesbury cabinet is about to start. At this 
stage it’s too early to predict when this will 
go live.

Broadband update

Preliminary survey work is complete for 
the 35 properties connected directly to 
the exchange. An email update is being 
provided direct to these properties about 
the proposed use of FTTP technology to 
connect up these properties.

In early 2016 the Working Group 
will begin to press for improvements to 
broadband speeds provided via other 
exchanges, e.g. Wendover and Chesham in 
such locations as Lanes End and The Vale, 
which remain well-below acceptable speeds 
despite being connected to FTTC services on 
their respective exchanges.

You can find further information and 
revised Q&As on the SfBb page at  
www.cholesbury.com or you can contact  
me direct.

Chris Brown 
on behalf of the Superfast Broadband 
Working Group 
rayshill@gmail.com or 758890

St Leonards Parish Hall

FESTIVE FOOD FAYRE
SATURDAy 12th DECEMBER 

11am – 3.30pm

BAKED GOODS, MEAT, GAME, JAMS,  
CHUTNEYS, CHRISTMAS CAKES & PUDDINGS,  

ALES AND LOTS, LOTS MORE

PROCEEDS TO

THE HALL, THE W.I. AND HAWRIDGE CHURCH



24 Hilltop News Hilltop News 25

A Pilgrimage through Cornish Spain

I had broken my boots in properly, I was 

sure of it: three months’ worth of walking 

the dog all over Dundridge, Buckland 

Wood, Drayton Wood and Cholesbury Fort 

in my (now not so) new hiking boots.  I’d 

even invested in two pairs of ‘anti-blister’ 

walking socks as a last-minute precaution. 

So why was I sitting on a lumpy bed in 

a cramped hostel bedroom examining a 

pair of blisters on the soles of my feet: 

each significantly larger than a two pound 

coin? “It’s the damp air” my brother 

hypothesised. “Increases friction. Your feet 

are used to warm summer breezes in the 

Chiltern Hills, not autumnal West Country 

drizzle.” 

Given the discomfort of my feet at 
that moment, it was rather beside 
the point that we were nowhere 

near the West Country. In fact we were 
700 miles away, in the small town of 
Pontedueme on the north-western coast of 
Galicia, Spain at the end of the first day’s 
walking on our way to the cathedral city 
of Santiago de Compostella, at the end of 
August.  However, you might well have 
mistaken the view out of the window for 
Dartmoor on an autumnal evening with 
the steady rain drifting sideways on a stiff 
breeze.

It had been my brother Ed’s idea. Several 
months earlier I had suggested we might 
get together in late summer for a few days 
as I considered how to use productively 
some time that I was planning to take 
away from work. ‘Let’s walk The Camino’ 
he responded, humouring my blank 
response by explaining that ‘The Camino’ 

is a medieval pilgrim’s path (or rather a 
series of pilgrim paths way-marked by 
clamshell signs) converging on Santiago 
de Compostella. A little research resulted 
in our decision to take on the ‘Camino 
Ingles’ – starting in the industrial coastal 
town of Ferrol, around 120km North-East of 
Santiago, five days out from our intended 
destination.

Ed had cautioned on several occasions 
that we needed to prepare for all types 
of weather – comments reinforced by a 
number of apparently experienced pilgrim 
bloggers and their frequent references 
to the Galician climate matching that of 
South West England.  However, given we 
were walking in the height of summer on 
a latitude roughly in line with Rome, I had 
taken these comments with a pinch of salt 
and packed for warm weather – wrongly 
as Ed was now pointing out to me. The 
forecast for the remaining four days was 
not encouraging either – 13 degrees max, 
rain and strong winds – surely not?  were 
we accidentally looking at the Met Office 
forecast for Penzance?

Author (left) and brother Ed

In the event the forecast was spot on, 
but it didn’t spoil our adventure in the 
slightest. In fact, I think the extra adversity 
made our exploits all the more rewarding 
as we fought the elements alongside our 
own physical limitations and the undulating 
terrain of what was indeed a remarkably 
Cornish backdrop.  

The Galician countryside is as verdant as 
any part of the UK, due in part to the local 

topography, with the Northern Spanish 
mountains (including the high peaks of 
the Picos de Europa) which cause the 
trade winds off the Atlantic to drop more 
rain annually there than in St Mawes 
(rain in Spain clearly does not fall mainly 
on the plain). As we walked through 
the countryside much of the flora was 
familiar to our (inexpert) eyes – oaks, birch, 
sweet chestnut, poplars, and hydrangeas 
everywhere. This was interspersed with 
eucalyptus (farmed extensively in galicia 
and often used in paper production) which 
gave off a fantastic scent. 

We were astounded by the abundance 
of culinary ingredients that surrounded us 
all the way too. Galicia is one of the least 
inhabited and poorest parts of Spain but 
the locals seem to compensate by making 
the most of the fertile land around them. 
Every property has its own market garden, 
using every inch of land productively 
even if it means tilling a square metre of 
rough kerbside soil. I had expected the 
odd rosemary bush and grapevine but 
our way was lined with fruit, herbs and 
vegetables of all kinds. Walking along 
country lanes so thickly lined with mint that 
you can still smell it on your boots when 
you take them off in the evening makes a 
day’s walking that much more energising. 
In fact we could easily have sustained 
ourselves without paying for food at all 
if we had taken greater advantage of the 
blackberries, grapes, apples, plums, pears, 
peaches and a multitude of vegetables all 
growing wild – no need for scrumping!
Of course, it wasn’t all sweetness and 

light. Despite following the pilgrim’s path, 

Passing a typical tumbledown Galician house
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At our destination – the Cathedral of Santiago 
de Compostella (undergoing heavy restoration)

we both felt the need on day three to take 
out a plastic bag each and litter-pick the 
depressing detritus dropped by walkers 
gone before us. It took less than an hour to 
fill two bags. Another oddity that struck us 
was the proliferation of old stone houses, 
usually in small rural hamlets, that had 
been allowed to fall into disrepair and ruin, 
often overrun with ivy or with the fruits of 
a gardener’s past labours. Ed theorised the 
cause to be the problematic inheritance 
laws in Spain that often see disputes 
between siblings over family properties.

And as for the walking – well, it was a 
good deal harder than I had anticipated, 
and not on account of the blisters. I 
should have realised that the concept of 
a ‘pilgrimage’ route is not supposed to 
be easy. If you are travelling a route out 
of religious devotion or for some moral 
purpose then it is unlikely to equate easily 
to a stroll with the dog around the Hilltop 
Villages. The hills in our part of Galicia were 

not mountains, but walking 15-20 miles 
daily in rolling terrain took a much heavier 
toll on my knees than I had expected. The 
biggest antidote to the physical exertion, 
however, was surely the hospitality of 
the local residents. They were the most 
welcoming bunch I’ve ever come across: this 
despite their lack of English, which matched 
my lack of Spanish.

‘Buen Camino’ was the constant smiling 
refrain as they registered our backpacks 
adorned with the clamshells of the Camino 
pilgrim. In every café or bar we entered 
we were greeted like family members, 
with the most enticing free sweet snacks 
thrust before us to accompany our morning 
coffee or our evening beers. While we met, 
walked, and swapped experiences with 
a variety of other pilgrims from Spain as 
well as from far flung lands - Argentina, 
Germany and Holland being the most 
represented - for most of the journey it 
was just the two of us, and we spent the 

In front of a horreo (elevated grain store for smallholdings, common throughout Galicia)

time singing (Taylor Swift and John Bunyan 
are equally good to march to), debating, 
philosophising and reminiscing.

We reached our destination – the 
Cathedral of Santiago de Compostella 
– on schedule and, appropriately, with 
the rain coming down in buckets. Having 
stayed in basic hostels for the previous 
four nights (we would have stayed in 
the albergues – pilgrim-dedicated hostel 
dormitories along the way – if we hadn’t 
been relative dawdlers compared with 
our fellow pilgrims, who always managed 
to get there before us and fill the places 
up), we splashed out on a night in a smart 
hotel in Santiago, although in truth it felt a 
little incongruous after our ‘back to basics’ 
journey.  

The walk was a terrific experience. It 
ended up being much more than just a few 
days’ holiday with my brother. Galicia is a 
wonderful place to travel if you are looking 
for a slow-paced, easy-going, get away-
from-it-all corner of Europe with a Cornish 
beauty to the countryside, deliciously fresh 
cuisine (often seafood) and wonderful local 
wines. The people we met along the way 
added a richness to our travels (pilgrims 
make very good listeners and are usually 
easy to listen to) and the locals with their 
cheery welcome and generosity of spirit 
were wonderful. There is also immense 
(self-indulgent) pleasure to be taken from 
spending time in the easy company of 
someone with whom you have grown up 
and to whose wavelength you can easily 
tune. Next year…?

Giles Pemberton
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by the Reverend 

David Burgess

I love school carol 

concerts and 

nativity plays - can 

I confess that I 

sometimes enjoy them more when things 

don’t go 100 per cent according to plan? 

If you really want a good fund of Nativity 

stories, I can recommend to you the author, 

educationalist and speaker Gervaise Phinn. 

Here’s an extract from an article he wrote a 

few years ago…

But the most cherished memory for me 
was in a small school in the heart of 
the Yorkshire Dales, where one of the 

greatest stories of all time was performed 
in Yorkshire dialect. Joseph knocked loudly 
on the door of the inn. The door flew open 
and a stocky little boy with red cheeks and 
large glasses shouted “what?”
“Has tha gor any room in t’Inn?” asked 

Joseph. 
“No!”
“Tha ‘as!”
“I ‘aven’t!”
“We’ve bin on t’road all day, thou 

knaas”, Joseph announced.
“Can’t ‘elp that, there’s no room!” The 

little innkeeper folded his arms tightly 
over his chest and thrust out his chin like a 
miniature Mussolini. 

Joseph pointed to Mary, a large girl 
with a face like a death mask, enveloped 
in a blue cape. “I’ve got t’wife out ‘ere, tha 
knaas, and she’s ‘avin a babby.”

“Can’t ‘elp that”, snapped the innkeeper. 
“It’s nowt to do wi’ me.”

That’s really cute and really funny, but 
actually our little Yorkshire innkeeper was 
wrong. Because, far from having nowt 
to do with him, the story of the birth of 
Jesus has got everything to do with him, 
and with you, and with me. We celebrate 
Christmas because of tradition or comfort 
or familiarity – and there’s nothing wrong 
with any of that. I think Christmas is a 
fantastic time, ripe for celebration and 
making the most of what we value. But 
we also celebrate it (or should do) because 
of what the historical, Biblical Jesus 
brings. A New York pastor named Michael 
Phillips sums up why the Christmas story is 
everything to do with us …

“We need this baby. We need the saving 
he brings. We need not only to honour his 
birth, but later, to take up his cross and 
follow him into a new life of grace, and 
hope and unity.  Resting comfortably in 
that stable manger is not only a newborn 
infant, but also a new life for all of 
humanity.  

The world is waiting. In the silence of 
this holy night, the world is waiting and 
longing and hoping to hear 
again that God’s love remains 
stronger than all other forces 
and schemes. God’s love, like 
the love of a parent for their 
newly born baby, endures 
and brings peace.”

May that peace be yours 
this Christmas. 

“Nowt to do with me ...”
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CHURCH	  SERVICES	  IN	  THE	  FOUR	  PARISHES:	  DECEMBER	  2015	  AND	  JANUARY	  2016	  

DATE	   DAY	  
St	  John	  the	  Baptist	  

THE	  LEE	  
St	  Leonards	  

ST	  LEONARDS	  
St	  Laurence	  

CHOLESBURY	  
St	  Mary’s	  

HAWRIDGE	  

6	  Dec	   Advent	  2	  
	  

8.00	  am	  
10.00	  am	  

Holy	  Communion	  
Christingle	  

11.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	  
w.	  Sunday	  School	  

9.30	  am	   Holy	  Communion	  
	  

9.30	  am	   Christingle	  

13	  Dec	   Advent	  3	   10.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	  
w.	  Sunday	  School	  

3.30	  pm	   Nativity	  Service	   10.00	  am	   Matins	   9.30	  am	   Holy	  Communion	  

20	  Dec	   Advent	  4	   6.00	  pm	   Carol	  Service	   6.00	  pm	   Carol	  Service	   6.00	  pm	   Carol	  Service	   11.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	  

24	  Dec	   Christmas	  Eve	   3.30	  pm	   Crib	  Service	   11.30	  pm	   Midnight	  
Communion	  

-‐	   -‐	   5.30	  pm	   Carol	  Service	  

25	  Dec	   Christmas	  Day	   10.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	   11.15	  am	   Family	  Service	   10.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	   -‐	   -‐	  

28	  Dec	   Sunday	  after	  
Christmas	  

10.00	  am	   Four-‐Parish	  Joint	  Communion	  at	  
The	  Lee	  	  (no	  guest	  speaker)	  

3	  Jan	   Christmas	  2	   8.00	  am	  
10.00	  am	  

Holy	  Communion	  
All-‐Age	  Worship	  

11.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	  
	  

9.30	  am	   Holy	  Communion	   9.30	  am	   “Short	  &	  Sharp”	  
Family	  Service	  

10	  Jan	   Baptism	  of	  Christ	  
(Epiphany	  1)	  

10.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	   6.00	  pm	   Parish	  Communion	   10.00	  am	   Matins	   9.30	  am	   Holy	  Communion	  

17	  Jan	  
	  

Epiphany	  2	   10.00	  am	   Matins	   -‐	   Shared	  Service	  at	  
Hawridge	  

-‐	   Shared	  Service	  at	  
Hawridge	  

11.00	  am	   Shared	  Parish	  
Communion	  

24	  Jan	  
	  

Epiphany	  3	   10.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	  
	  

9.00	  am	   Breakfast	  Service	  
	  

9.00	  am	   Parish	  (Quiet)	  
Communion	  

11.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	  

31	  Jan	   Epiphany	  4	   10.00	  am	   Four-‐Parish	  Joint	  Communion	  at	  St	  Leonard’s	  –	  	  
Guest	  speaker:	  Janet	  Irvin	  (Kagoj	  Creations)	   

 

	  
	  
Vicar	  and	  Rector	  	  
Revd.	  David	  Burgess	  
01494	  837315	  	  
The	  Vicarage,	  
The	  Lee	  	  
Great	  Missenden	  	  
HP16	  9LZ	  	  
d.burgess@clara.net	  	  

	  
	  
Associate	  Priest	  
Revd.	  Pippa	  Soundy	  	  
07791	  226162	  
pippasoundy@btinternet.com	  
	  
Parish	  Secretary	  	  
Peggy	  Sear	  
07724	  115200	  	  	  
peggysear@icloud.com	  

PARISH	  OFFICERS	  
	  

Churchwardens	  
The	  Lee	  	  
Trevor	  Pearce	  
01494	  837601	  
trevorm.pearce@hotmail.co.uk	  
	  
Rod	  Neal	  
01494	  837264	  
rodandjane.neal@googlemail.com	  

	  
	  
Churchwardens	  (cont.)	  
Hawridge	  
Elizabeth	  Tomlin	  	  
01494	  758214	  
	  
Cholesbury	  
John	  Farmer	  	  
01494	  758715	  
jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com	  

	  
	  
Churchwardens	  	  (cont.)	  
St	  Leonards	  
Mark	  Lane	  
01494-‐758238	  
markrtlane@hotmail.com	  
	  
James	  Nisbet	  
01296-‐624337	  
jamesnisbet@btinternet.com	  
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enter for the chance to win this wonderful 
prize.

December starts with Christingle 
making on 5 December at 9.30am at 
Benton Potts, followed by our Christingle 
on 6 December at 9.30am – a delightful 
service to which families and children are 
particularly welcome. Carol Singing will be 
at the Full Moon on Tuesday 22 December 
starting at 8pm, so come along and help 
us raise money for Save the Children. Our 
traditional Christmas Eve Carol Service 
starts at 5.30pm: this is always very well 
supported, so if you want to be assured of a 
seat, you need to arrive early!

We will be kicking off the New Year 
with a very special Family Service on 
Sunday 3 January – this will be a ‘Fast & 
Festive Fifteen Minutes’ – everyone is very 
welcome. So if you feel the need for a 
reflective 15 minutes after the Christmas 
excess, why not come along?

We have enjoyed a busy and most 
encouraging 2015 and made many new 
friends at our various fundraisers and 
special services. Thank you to everyone 
who has supported us in whatever capacity 
during the year and we look forward to 
reporting on how we have put the money 
we have raised to good use to ensure St 
Mary’s future. 

Finally, we are particularly pleased to 
be ending the year with both Joan and 
Pippa in much more robust health, and 
David continuing to respond well to his 
treatment. We wish everyone a Happy 
Christmas and a healthy and peaceful 2016.

HAWRIDGE

A busy end to 
September saw our 
Harvest Festival service, 
Harvest Market and 
our hosting of the joint 
Harvest Supper with 
Cholesbury – all on one 
busy weekend! The market was enjoyed by 
many local people as well as visitors, who 
at last enjoyed some beautiful weather, 
enabling them to sit outside. Our thanks 
to everyone who helped and all those 
who came and took home a wide range 
of local produce. We raised over £500 on 
the day and thanks to two enormously 
generous donations we raised £1,000 in 
total.  St Mary’s was beautifully decorated 
for our joint harvest service and the 
donated produce was taken to the village 
hall for our supper auction. Gill served 
up traditional bangers and mash and the 
after-dinner auction raised £200, which 
was shared between St Francis Hospice, The 
Leprosy Mission, Urban Church Fund and 
The Children’s Society.  
In October we were pleased to add 

a number of shoeboxes to Cholesbury’s 
collection at their Shoebox Service for 
Rotary International’s annual appeal. These 
will be shipped to Eastern Europe in time 
for Christmas.

In November we held our ‘All Soul’s 
Service’ - a special service when we 
remembered those parishioners who are 
no longer with us. Our ‘Christmas Hamper’ 
competition will be in full swing from now 
until 12 December – please see details 
elsewhere in Hilltop News about how to 

ST LEONARDS

W e’ve found 
our Saints! We are 
delighted to be 
able to tell you 
that we have not 
one but two new Churchwardens in St 
Leonards. Mark Lane came forward as 1st 
Churchwarden and James Nisbet is going to 
support Mark as 2nd Churchwarden.  The 
PCC and indeed all of us in St Leonards are 
incredibly grateful to you both and look 
forward to working with you in the future 
- 20 years minimum, guys, you do realise!? 
Please see the centre pages for contact 
details.

Harvest Festival – Our little church was 
brim full of people and produce on Sunday 
11 October. It was lovely to have Pippa 
take the service for the first time and to 
join us for supper afterwards in the village 
hall. It was a great evening starting with a 
wonderful supper and finishing with the 
Auction of Produce. We made just over 
£600 thanks to everyone’s generosity.

The Jazz Concert on 7 November was a 
huge success. We couldn’t have fitted one 
more person in: even the fantastic band 
produced nine people! It can safely be said 
‘they danced in the aisles’. It was wonderful 
music and a delicious supper. Our sincere 
thanks to those who played, paid, cooked, 
cleared and contributed in so many ways. 
The final total towards church funds was 
£1,270. Well done everyone!

The Remembrance Day Service was 
led this year by David White, who spoke 
movingly of the commitment of those who 
had given their lives in two world wars. 
As we stood around the War Memorial, 
we were delighted to be joined again by 
an ever-growing number of cyclists who 
arrange to be at St Leonards at 11am and 
stand in silence with us. James Nisbet had 

done a great job of cleaning the Memorial 
and wreaths were placed on behalf of 
St Leonards, the County Council by Tricia 
Birchley and the Royal Naval Reserve by 
James himself. 

The Christmas Tea-Party is to be on 
Wednesday 16 December when Richard 
Charles will conjure up a little of his magic 
and we will begin with about fifteen 
minutes in church before enjoying mince 
pies and Christmas cake in the church room. 
Do join us at 3pm and please let us know if 
we can give you a lift – it’s not a problem.  
Just ring either Anne Lake (01296 620169) 
or Anne Butterworth (758700).  we meet 
again in the New Year on Wednesday 27 
January.

C H u R C H  m A T T E R S

The War Memorial at St Leonards
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We don’t have a Breakfast Service 
during the Christmas Festival, but we 
start again in the New Year on Sunday 24 
January. Breakfast is at 9am, Church at 
9.30 (clutching a croissant and a mug of 
coffee if you’re late) and home just after 
10. This might just be a good way to start 
your week and, indeed your New Year. The 
service is simple but thoughtful and aimed 
at anyone of any age: and a great place to 
meet new friends from the villages.     

We start Christmas with the Nativity 
Service on Sunday 13 December at 3.30. 
Barbara Baddon, who leads our Sunday 
School, welcomes all local children and 
their friends to join in. Please call her on 
757238 if you would like any of your family 
to take part: we can always take as many 
angels and shepherds as you can provide!  
It is a sweet and sincere service led by David 
and we look forward to seeing parents, 
grandparents and friends as well.

The Carol Service is on Sunday 20 
December, lead this year by Kevan Royle. 
You will enter a church filled with the 
scent of pine and greenery and with 
candles flickering in the windows. This 
very traditional service is usually very well 
attended, so do come in good time. We are 
thrilled that The Hilltop Community Choir, 
led by Jenny Wright, has very kindly agreed 
to come again, which makes it a very special 
occasion. 

We are delighted that this year, David 
is taking both the Midnight Communion – 
11.30pm – on Christmas Eve and our short 
Family Service at 11am on Christmas Day. 
If you can manage to come on this very 
important day between opening stockings 
and basting the turkey we would love to 
see you! Of course, any family and friends 
whom you might have staying are especially 
welcome.

And finally, as the year draws to a close,  
the Churchwardens and the PCC of St 
Leonards would like to thank most sincerely 
David, Pippa and Kevan for taking our 
services so very well; Barbara, who runs our 

CHOLESBuRY

Our thanks to 
Steve Davey, for 
providing food and 
drinks for the Historic 
Churches’ Ride. 
The weather was wet but Cholesbury is a 
popular cycling destination and his efforts 
were important for the cyclists, fewer 
than last year, who found their way to our 
Church.

We collected 14 Shoe Boxes for 
Christmas presents and Pippa tells us 
that the destination for our gifts this 
year is Moldova.  A Google search reveals 
Moldova as the poorest country in Europe. 
Pippa reminded us of the international 
commitment of the church and we are 
fortunate to be involved with Rotary, who 
organise this excellent charity. Thank you to 
all who filled a Box.

Remembrance Day was damp and 
autumnal when a good number of people 
attended our act of Remembrance. There 
are five soldiers from WW1 recorded on 
our memorial and they appear remote in 
the simple starkness of a name. Andrew 
Carruthers had asked about their identities 
and thanks to research by Chris Brown and 
the Local History Group we now know more 
about them. Four were Cholesbury men 
and we can safely conclude they would 

have known each other before the War. 
The fifth, Thomas McIlwrick, was from Essex 
and remains a mystery. Chris provided birth 
dates, regiments and circumstances of their 
deaths. During the service the names of the 
Fallen are formally read out and this year 
we included ages at death. The youngest, 
Arthur Batchelor, was only 20 when he died 

Sunday School with Jo’s help;  the Breakfast 
Team; our marvellous flower arrangers 
for making the church so welcoming; our 
‘cleaners’ who make the church sparkle; 
all of you who take on duties of care 
within and without the church, and all 
of you in the Hilltop Villages  for coming 
and supporting us in the many different 
ways that you do. We could not be more 
grateful.   Happy Christmas!

Special flowers for Remembrance Day

of wounds at Gallipoli in December 1916. 
You can find more details in our church and 
on www.cholesbury.com.
we read John 15 and sang ‘O god our 

help in ages past’, both of which our Fallen 
would have known. They would have 
been struck by the altar flowers created 
by Tan Strong, which used a trimmed stem 
representing barbed wire around two red 
roses. The generous collection of £103 will 
be given to the Poppy Appeal.

Cholesbury will hold its traditional 
Candlelit Carol Service with mulled wine 
on Sunday 20 December at 6pm. We will 
celebrate communion on Christmas Day 
at 10am. You are welcome to join us Carol 
Singing on Monday 21 December, meeting 
at the Village Hall at 6.30 for 7pm. Look out 
- we may visit you!

A date for your diary – We are holding 
our Spring Quiz on Saturday 27 February in 
St Leonards Village Hall. David and Sandy 
are asking the questions as usual and there 
will be supper. We hope you will join us.

Fine weather for the Harvest Market
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Wendover Choral Society 
Presents

Handel’s messiah
Saturday 5th December at 7.30pm 

St George’s Church RAF Halton

Wendover Choral Society  
with The Equale Baroque Soloists

Conducted by Peter Bassano

Tickets £15.00   Concessions £12.00  Under 18 free

Tickets available from
‘Just’ 11 High Street Wendover HP22 6DU

info@stmaryswendover.org.uk  01296 623123
or nettynicholson@me.com
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There are several varieties of oak 
to be found in the British Isles. 
The most common is known as the 

English or pedunculate oak. This was the 
dominant tree of English woodland from 
a time when a warming climate after the 
last Ice Age 10,000 years ago reached an 
ambient temperature and there had been 
an accumulation of sufficient soil deposits. 
Together these would sustain and physically 
support this slow growing large tree. Oaks 
flourished and large specimens, maybe 
800 years old or more, would have been 
commonplace in the landscape. Unlike the 
related species, the sessile oak, the English 
oak was favoured by medieval farmers for 
its ability to grow large and produce better 
quality acorns, on which pigs were let 
loose in the woodlands to feed during the 
autumn. 

Massive ancient oaks remained a feature 
of the English landscape. This was despite 
the increasing influence of man, which led 
to wide-scale clearance and management 
of woodlands for agriculture and to 
make use of the oak’s timber. However, 
all this changed in the 15th century when 
the dominance of these large oaks was 
suddenly and drastically reversed. The 
cause was the urgent demand for the 
largest available timber to support the 

HILLTOP NEWS NATuRE NOTES

As an ook cometh of a litel spyr

rapid expansion of Henry VIII’s navy, due 
to concerns over an imminent invasion by 
the French. Almost at a stroke nearly all 
the largest and most ancient oaks were lost 
from southern England. Again, towards the 
end of the 18th century, there was a further 
cull of oaks as, once more, the British Navy 
needed timber to build ships to fight in the 
Napoleonic Wars. Ships of this period made 
an even greater demand of timber than in 
Henry’s day. HMS Victory alone needed over 
6,000 trees for its last refit before the Battle 
of Trafalgar.

Though this had devastating 
consequences and today there are few 
specimens of oak over 500 years old, there 
are still many trees of medium size and 
age we can marvel at. A typical oak tree, 
one around 30-40 metres high, weighs 
over 10 tons. To maintain itself at this size, 
remain in a healthy condition and to add a 
further 230kg of wood each year requires a 
substantial manufacturing unit. A medium-
sized tree produces over 700,000 leaves 
each year. These leaves provide the tree 
with a total photosynthesizing surface area 
of some 700 square metres, the equivalent 
of three tennis courts, which is needed 
for the production of nutrients, building 
materials and energy. The term ‘annually’ 
when referring to the production of leaves 

and timber is something of a misnomer, 
as even in southern England the length of 
the peak growing season is, at most, just 
71 days. Over this period the tree needs 
to draw 58,000 litres of water up from the 
ground. Vital minerals are drawn up with 
this water. One chemical an oak cannot 
extract from the soil is phosphate, which is 
essential for producing proteins, including 
complex molecules such as DNA. Over 
millions of years of evolution the oak has 
developed what is called in the trade a 
symbiotic ectomycorrhizal relationship with 
fungi. In more everyday terms the fungi is 
able to dissolve the phosphate from mineral 
particles in the soil and transfer it to the 
root-system of the tree. In return the fungi 
can transfer sugars it is unable to produce 
by tapping directly into the tiniest of the 
tree’s roots. 

The oak tree provides a habitat for over 
1000 species of insect, spiders and other 
invertebrates. In turn, over 50 species of 
woodland and garden birds regularly rely 
on this tree to provide them with energy-
rich food. Without this vigilant army of 
predators an oak tree would be stripped 
bare of most of its leaves, typically by 
caterpillars, before the leaves reach full-size 
and productivity. Birds are programmed 
to build nests and produce offspring to 
coincide with the period when the numbers 
of insects infesting the tree are at their 
height. As the nesting season comes to 
an end, birds move on from foraging 
largely for insects to relying heavily on 
seeds. Though the number of insects in 
the tree reduces as the season progresses, 
there would still be a sufficient number to 
debilitate the tree and cause it to weaken, 
and season-by-season this infestation would 
eventually take its toll. To counter this, the 
tree has developed a defence. As the leaves 
mature they start to produce phytotoxins 
which build up and are stored in the leaves. 
This makes the leaves unpalatable to 
caterpillars.

Like all members of the plant kingdom 

In 1374 Geoffrey Chaucer was the first to record the occurrence in the English language of 

this well-known every-day proverb: albeit one that has evolved over time. Today the English 

oak tree stands as one symbol for the stability and longstanding of the nation. However, it 

also sits at the centre of a whole ecosystem which contains microscopic, subterranean fungi; 

both metaphorically and in reality in the roots of the tree of life. At the other extreme, it 

helps support ourselves, the self-appointed pinnacle of the tree of life. 

the oak contributes to our survival. Over 
a year it produces around 235,000 litres 
of oxygen. In other words, each person 
would depend on around three oak trees 
to supply them with sufficient oxygen to 
survive a year.

During the remaining period of 
the summer the efforts of the tree 
are dedicated to its production of the 
iconic fruits, acorns. Acorns are rich in 
carbohydrate, which both provides the 
seedling with a jumbo food supply when it 
germinates but also makes it an attractive 
food source to mammals and birds. Two in 
particular, which also provide the additional 
advantage to the tree of burying their 
acorns in the ground, are squirrels and 
jays. Both are intelligent animals and are 
capable of memorising where their stashes 
of acorns were hidden in the autumn 
when returning in late winter and spring. 
However, their memories are not perfect 
and some of the acorns escape retrieval. 
So from these very acorns mighty oaks may 
grow!

An oak in winter is still easy to find. 
Whilst there are no leaves on the branches 
they will be found scattered on the ground, 
so look out for one on your walks around 
the villages.

chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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The good news is that all three of our 

pubs that are currently trading are now 

free houses and are flourishing as a result. 

The bad news is that three others remain 

closed for the present. However, when 

any of those does return to trading as 

pubs, they will almost certainly be free 

houses. Whilst there has been much made 

of the number of pub closures over recent 

years, it is significant that the number of 

independently owned public houses in 

the United Kingdom has held steady at 

about 20,000 for the past 25 years. It is 

clearly the tied house business model that 

is failing and not hospitality delivered by 

independent owner/managers.

The Black Horse Inn has been sold by 
Punch Taverns to Allison Giles and Gita 
Cassidy who are now trading as a free 

house with Dave and Sonia continuing to 
manage it day to day under contract. The 
new proprietors are local people with local 
interests. Dave has told Hilltop News that 
they are planning a major refurbishment to 
greatly extend the kitchen and dining areas 
into a 60-seater restaurant. The planned 
improvements will include new toilets, the 
carpeted floor areas will be replaced with 
stone, and the garden will be smartened up.

In the meantime, it will be business as 
usual with a good range of real ales and 
regular food service. A Christmas menu will 
be available in December, and they will 
open from 12 to 3pm on Christmas Day for 
drinks and on New Year’s Eve as well. The 
popular Quiz Nights continue to be held on 
Mondays.

The Full Moon reverted to a free house 
in early October under the continued 
management of Samantha Pyne and 
Richard Oldfield. There is continuity in 
the kitchen where Louis and Charlotte 
are supported by two apprentice chefs 
from local colleges. The kitchen has been 
refurbished with new ovens, fryers and a 
more robust LPG gas supply. The restaurant 
has been expanded into the back room, and 
crockery and cutlery have been upgraded.

Winter pub news
Many local people have noticed that the 

menus are more varied and adventurous 
of late, which is part of their intention to 
move the food choices more up-market. 
This plan will be advanced with a new 
menu in January, with a revived fur and 
fin night being considered. There is a 
Christmas menu available in December up 
to Christmas Eve, when there should be a 
buffet with music. There is also expected to 
be a buffet on New Year’s Eve. You can see 
the Christmas menu on Facebook or request 
a copy by email.  

Samantha has made a special plea 
for people to book Sunday Lunches and 
the traditional Boxing Day Breakfast 
(starting at 9.30am) in advance to avoid 
disappointment or delays. After noon 
on Boxing Day, a fixed menu will be on 
offer.  On Christmas Day, drinks only will be 
available from 12 to 2pm.

At the Old Swan, we extend a warm 
welcome to Olga Brovarnik, who has 
taken over from Jane as Manager of the 
restaurant and bar. Her prior experience 
was at the Queen’s Head in Chesham and 
the Kings Arms in Amersham. Olga’s early 
contribution has been to expand the choice 
of real ales with the guest now plumbed 
into the cellar and a more up-market wine 
list with an emphasis on wines more in 
keeping with the winter weather.

Whilst the kitchen remains in the 
capable hands of Aarron and Stephen, a 
third sous chef could be added if the right 
candidate were to come along. There is a 
Christmas menu now, and there will be a 
taster menu on New Year’s Eve along the 
same lines as last year’s successful soiree. 
There will be a couple of themed evenings 
in January, including Burns’ night on 25 
January and a possible Russian night near 
the Russian Christmas, which falls on 7 
January.

The current owners of the Rose and 
Crown said that there is “nothing new to 
report”. Their position earlier was that they 
have not determined what to do with the 
property.

The appeals to reverse the planning 
decision and the enforcement notice 
regarding the permitted use of the White 
Lion will be determined by a Planning 
Inquiry, set for May 2016.

Bill Ingram
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From old to good as new

Mike Spark has been turning my editorial 

into the pages you see before you for 

many years. He also uses his artistic skills 

to produce our festive front covers. Mike is 

a graphic designer, painter and printmaker 

and, more recently, has taken to restoring 

old photos. In the distant past, restoring 

photos was done with paint and a brush. 

Mike tells me that this process has now 

been updated by digital technology, so I 

was interested to know more…ed

After a particular incident Mike was 
moved to try his hand at retouching 
old photos. He says, “My mother 

had the only photo of my grandmother as a 
teenager (see above), taken when she was a 
maid in service before the First World War. 
There were some photos of her later in her 

life when cameras were more common, but 
this was the only one of her when young, 
so was very precious – so my mother was 
very sad when after a leaking roof the 
photo got quite badly damaged”.

Mike worked for many years as a graphic 
designer and has a lot of commercial 
experience of re-touching photos mainly 
for fashion, retail and the food industries.  
He recalls, “When I saw the photo I knew I 
could help, although it was a new area for 
me to tackle. I also thought the restored 
photo would make a good birthday 
present. Which it was!”

“The process started with getting a good 
digital image of the damaged original –
achieved by scanning at high resolution. 
With my grandmother’s photo the grain 
was very fine and there was still a lot of 
detail on the surviving areas of the image 
but it had faded quite a lot. The first thing 

to do was try restore and clean up the 
undamaged areas as much as possible and 
help improve the contrast – after that it 
was then a case of matching grain for grain 
the missing pieces of the image. 

“There isn’t really a quick way of doing 
restoration – although working on a 
computer you have many advantages over 
the way the process would have been done 
before the advent of software like Adobe 
Photoshop. For example you can “undo” 
something which hasn’t worked – difficult 
with a paintbrush or scalpel, also you can 
zoom into the image and see individual 
pixels if you need to. 

“After restoring my grandmother’s 
photo I realised what precious things old 
photos are. These days we have hundreds 
of photos on our computers, but back in 
the early to mid- 20th century they were 
a rarity (it wasn’t until the advent of the 
brownie that photography started to be 
more common, as cameras became more 
affordable and easier to use). The other 
problem is the photos may be a one off – 
only one in existence and no negative so, 
unlike today, you can’t just print another 
off.

“So I started helping other people with 
their photos. I thought it may be a service 
people would appreciate so I put an ad in 
Hilltop News for starters and have had a 

steady stream of commissions since. It is 
a wonderful revelation when I first scan 
in an original and start to clean away the 
dirt and see the incredible quality of some 
of these old prints. One photo revealed 
beautiful colour had been applied to the 
black and white original but had been lost 
for years. One seemed irreparable as it was 
both really small and very faded – but by 
careful observation I managed to improve 
what was there.

The key to Mike’s success in restoring 
old photos is having both the technical 
knowledge and also a creative eye to be 
able to fill in the blanks and make the 
original not  look retouched. Hilltop News 
is certainly grateful to be able to call on 
Mike’s skills for the enhancement of our 
parish magazine.

info@michaelspark.com 758882
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CURVACEOUS COOK

Lime and basil trout/salmon

We have been trying hard to eat much less meat, but this is a challenge with a husband who doesn’t like 
poultry or fish unless it is in batter!

Last Christmas I made Jamie Oliver’s recipe for beetroot cured salmon. It was wonderful, and so easy, 
I really recommend giving it a go - www.jamieoliver.com/recipes/fish-recipes/home-cured-beetroot-

gravadlax.

We had some real foodies for lunch this summer and I wanted to do something special with the lovely trout 
that is widely available from farms in Umbria: we have one at the bottom of our mountain. We also had 

really good home-grown basil this year, so that is how it evolved.

For 6 people I use two fat trout fillets, (salmon would be fine, tail end if possible, as it needs to be flat).

2 tbs sugar: I use brown and 2 tbs free running table salt, not the flakes.

Put both into a pestle and mortar and add the rind and juice of a plump lime (lemon would be fine), the 
juice of a second lime, and a big bunch of basil, chopped.

Grind the whole lot together, then rub well into the fish on both sides.

Lay one fillet down, press any remaining mix into it, then lay the other fillet on top.

This needs to be weighted down quite firmly. I have an oblong dish into which a small baking tray fits 
perfectly. Wrap the fish sandwich in cling film and lay in your dish. Put the tray on top and weigh down as 

best you can. 

Leave for at least 24 hours, but preferably a bit longer, in a cool place.

Wipe off as much of the rub as you can. Some liquid will have accumulated - throw this away.

With a very sharp knife make long, very thin slices. I found it easiest to grab the tail skin and slice the fatter 
end. You are aiming for decent sized, paper thin slices.

I served it with a mixed leaf salad and a squirt of balsamic glaze, a horseradish and quark dip and some 
fresh focaccia, and it was a huge success.

This looks longwinded, but actually takes about 10 minutes work including the slicing, and it will keep in 
the fridge for a few days: so can be made well ahead.

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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PHOTOgRAPHy 
COURSE 
Mark King is a professional 
photographer who has recently moved 
from London to Amersham and is 
seeking interest from people aged 10 
years and older in the Hilltop Villages. 
He is looking to run a photography 
course in Spring/Summer 2016 which 
would teach new photography skills as 
well as developing existing ones. The 
workshop would hope to culminate 
in a group exhibition held at a local 
venue. Mark is hoping to receive 
funding for the course to make it 
accessible to everyone.

In the summer Mark received local 
press attention for his photography 
project ‘HS2 // Intervention’, which used 
lasers to illustrate the path of the HS2 
route through the Chilterns. As well as 
appearing in several newspapers, he 
also featured on BBC 3 Counties radio, 
where he was interviewed on the Nick 
Coffer show.

Mark has won numerous international 
photography awards, including one 
from the Royal Photographic Society. 
Recently he received two awards, the 
first from the respected AOP in London 
and the other from Luerzers Archive 
in Germany, earning inclusion in their 
prestigious ‘200 Best Photographers 
Worldwide’ for 2016/17. 

If you are interested in attending the 
photographic workshop, please contact 
John Allen (johnm.allen@btinternet.
com). Places might be limited and, if 
so, will be allocated to those who show 
an interest first. Please get in touch 
promptly to avoid disappointment.

WINTER FILM 
EVENING 
The first winter Film Evening took 
place on 19 November. ‘The Imitation 
Game’, starring Benedict Cumberbatch 
was topical because of Remembrance 
Sunday and local interest in Bletchley 
Park.

‘Selma’, on 17 December, is a thrilling 
and absorbing film about three months 
during 1965 when Martin Luther King 
finally led a march over the bridge in 
Selma to highlight injustices in the US 
voting system.

This ‘film to make you think’ starts at 
8pm in St Leonards Church Room and 
will be preceded by tea/coffee/cake and 
chat. There is ample well-lit parking. 
For further details contact Gill Fleckney 
(758895).
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Dear Diary

December 2015

4th Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

5th H&C School Christmas Bazaar – 11am-2pm

9th Pub Lunch Club – The Full Moon – 12.30pm

10th Good Neighbours Group AGM – St Leonards Parish Hall – 3pm

12th Festive Food Fayre – St Leonards Parish Hall – 11am-3.30pm

13th HCCPS Conservation Group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

16th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

17th Film Evening – St Leonards Church Room – 8pm

21st WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

January 2016

8th Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

13th Pub Lunch Club – The Full Moon – 12.30pm

25th Parish Council Meeting – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8pm

27th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

February 2016

5th Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

10th Pub Lunch Club – The Full Moon – 12.30pm

27th Spring Quiz – St Leonards Parish Hall 

V V V

100 Club 
winners 

St Leonards Parish Hall

September 2015
£15 Mrs A Lincoln, Buckland Common

£15 Mr B Echlin, Buckland Common

October 2015
£25 Mrs C Conlon, W.I.

£15 Mrs A Pemberton,  
Buckland Common

£15 Mr & Mrs R Evans, St Leonards

November 2015
£15 Mr & Mrs N Jones,  
Buckland Common

£15 Mrs E Thwaites, Little Twye

December 2015
£50 Mr T Angell, Buckland Common

£25 Mrs K Strong, St Leonards

£15 Mr J Farmer, Buckland Common

£15 Mr & Mrs D Serdet,  
Coppice Farm Park

New Members always welcome, please 
contact the Treasurer, Richard Leat  
on 758784.

V V V

V V V

100 Club 
winners 

Cholesbury Village Hall

October 2015
£25 Mr G Williams, St Leonards 
£15 Mr B Mills, Chivery 
£10 Mrs C Henry, St Leonards

November 2015
£15 Mr R Buckle, Cholesbury
£15 Mr A Tullett, Buckland Common

If you would like to join our new  
100 Club, please contact Brigid Farmer  
on 758715, or email  
brigid.farmer@gmail.com

V V V
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the February/March edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne 
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 11 January 
latest. Please note that photos sent online 
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.

Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449   
grahamlnc@aol.com

Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth  758700   
anne@churchcottage.eu

Advertising
Ann Horn 758250   
annhorn43@aol.com

Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882   
info@michaelspark.com

Distribution 
Rosemary Pearce 758334

Printer 
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592  
info@strongs-printing.co.uk

Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making and is 
funded by advertising.

Hilltop News’ finances

Hilltop News is non-profit making and its 
production and distribution is funded by sales of 
advertising which amounted to £6,059 in 2014 
compared with £5,793 in 2013.

After all expenses there was a surplus in 2014 of 
£894 whereas in 2013 there was a deficit of £358.   
This shows some improvement but with finances 
still on a knife edge, it is prudent for a reserve 
to be kept. At the end of 2014 Hilltop News’ 
reserves against deficits and future unexpected 
costs amounted to £6,285.

If you have any questions on Hilltop News’ 
finances please contact the Editor.
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