
October & November 2016

Hilltop News



Hilltop News 3

One of our Hilltop canines, Smurf, is 
no stranger to fame. In 2012 the 
canny little terrier scooped the 

prestigious Cannes Film Festival Palm Dog 
Award and also the Comedy Canine Fido 
Award for his role as ‘Banjo’ in the British 
film ‘Sightseers’.
In Channel 4’s ‘Superstar Dogs’ a couple of 
years later, Smurf had to negotiate obstacle 
courses against the clock and against 30 
of Britain’s top dogs to come through 
heats to a grand final. With owner Sarah 
Humphreys, Smurf later paraded their 
winner’s trophy at that year’s Crufts show.
Now Smurf has made the Guinness Book of 
Records (and National Press) by performing 
the most tricks by a dog in one minute – 32! 
Inside this issue, Smurf gives his version of 
events…

Cover picture

Children parade around 
the handiwork of the 
Commons Preservation 
Society…

Super Smurf in the record book!

Also in this issue:

More childhood memories from John Horn

In his Nature Notes, Chris Brown delves into 
our hedgerows

Our Curvaceous Cook does something 
special with lentils

Smurf guards his certificate of fame

Sun at last 

Last year, and the year before, the 
August Bank Holiday Churches Fete 
endured relentless rain. This year we 

struck gold – golden sun bringing countless 
visitors having fun and contributing record 
funds for our churches. 

The Horticultural Society Annual Show,  
in early September, displayed another 
remarkable variety and quality of cut 
flowers, fruit and vegetables; plus arts and 
crafts and cookery. 

Full reports on these and other local 
events inside…
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
I’m glad to report that since the last 

edition, the allotments have been filled, 

the Chiltern Society has done a great job 

on some of the footpaths we reported as 

overgrown and the MVAS is being booked 

again for use in the autumn, this time to be 

located back outside the school.

The Parish Council did not meet in 
August, but still carried on in the 
background dealing with multiple 

planning applications and working to the 
resolution of the 2015/16 financial year, 
which was signed off in August by our 
External Auditors with no findings. The 
application for new housing on the site of 
the former Rose and Crown Public House 
was rejected by the District Council as 
was, at the same meeting, retrospective 
planning permission at Woodlands Farm, 
Shire Lane, although conditional permission 
for the manege was given.

As we plan for our agendas from 
September onwards, the Council will 
be involved with the next stage of the 
Local Plan and also, in consultation 
with the County and District Councils, in 
consideration of the formation of a Unitary 
Authority. Otherwise, roads will continue to 
be a priority. Some work promised for the 
end of August was completed, but much 
not, so we will continue to keep pressing 
until the roads are acceptable!

I would like to take this opportunity 
to raise awareness to all members of 
voluntary and community groups in the 
area to a Buckinghamshire Voluntary Sector 
Infrastructure consultation, which is being 
run by the County Council. The consultation 
is open until the 8 November and details 
of which, including a questionnaire, can be 
found at: 

https://democracy.buckscc.gov.uk/
mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?ID=2182

I have also been requested by the District 
Council to issue a gentle reminder about 
the 2016 Annual Electors Canvass:

Thank you to all the electors who have 
already responded to the Canvass Form but 
if you have not responded yet please do so 
as soon as possible.

The annual canvass is a process carried 
out by councils every year to ensure that 
everyone eligible to vote is included on the 
Register of Electors.

Canvass forms were sent to every 
household in the district on 11 August and 
to remain registered you must respond 
to this form. Reminders were sent to all 
non-responders on 12 September. You can 
respond either by:
•   Calling 0800 197 9871 and entering the 

security codes included on your form; or
•   Online at www.householdresponse.com/

chiltern and entering the security codes 
included on your form; or

•   Complete the form and post back to 
Chiltern District Council.

If you do not respond you will receive a 
further reminder, but to save the Council 
money respond now if you have not already 
done so.

Any queries please view http://www.
chiltern.gov.uk/canvass or contact 
elections@chiltern.gov.uk or 01494 732014.

And finally to any keen ramblers out 
there…

On 1st January 2026, it will no longer be 
possible to use documentary evidence to 
claim ‘lost rights-of-ways’ – the expression 
‘once a highway, always a highway’ will 
become history. Any path, track, alleyway, 
bridleway, cut-through, etc. not registered 
on the Definitive Map could be in danger 
of being lost forever. Even old and still well-
used, but officially unrecorded, paths and 
tracks may be at risk. To lessen the possible 
impact of this, the Buckinghamshire 
Local Access Forum, Open Spaces Society, 
the Ramblers and British Horse Society 
have joined forces to both help secure 

Your councillors are:

John Allen, Chairman: 758095

Nigel Blomfield, 758314

Chris Brown, 758890

Philip Matthews, 758205

John Minting, 758206

Francis Sanger, 758767

Judith Joseph: 758702

unrecorded paths for future generations 
to enjoy as well as ensuring that what is 
currently shown on the Definitive Map is 
accurate and that no anomalies exist.  

The Buckinghamshire Local Access Forum 
is attempting to recruit a volunteer[s] in 
every Buckinghamshire parish to spread 
the load and speed up the recording and 
there is a volunteer needed for the parish 
of Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards. Nearly 10 
years sounds a lot of time but it isn’t!   

The project is a two-pronged event with 
historical research being supported by 
field work. Volunteers are needed to check 
maps, walk paths, do research, interview 
local people about their memories 
and get new links approved so there is 
something that virtually anyone can do 
to get involved. No previous knowledge 
or training is needed since the Project 
Team are preparing a simple step-by-step 
guide which will answer most of the more 
common questions and will supply a PDF of 
the area showing its rights of way.

If you are interested in becoming 
involved in this project, please contact 
rossosborn41@gmail.com directly for more 
details.

Any queries regarding the Parish please get 
in touch…

Hayley Lewis, Clerk to the Council, 758843

Email: parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

The Turpin Charity

In her will, Widow Turpin bequeathed 
all of her ‘freehold and leasehold land 
within the parish of Aston Clinton to 

‘the poor of Aston Clinton for ever.’
The estate came into the possession of 

the parish in 1736: at that time St Leonards 
was part of the parish of Aston Clinton. 
The estate consisted of 7 acres of land in 
College Road North and a small plot in 
the village. The rents were to be used to 
purchase 4d loaves to be distributed to the 
poor once a year. The will is set out on a 
board in the parish church.

The parish officers, and subsequently the 
parish council, carried out this requirement 
for many years. Eventually the loaves were 
replaced by food vouchers and latterly 
by a donation to each parish council. Our 
council used its donation to help fund the 
Christmas Party.

In 2011 the trustees were approached 
by a developer who wished to purchase 
the 7 acre plot. Consequently, the Charity 
Commission approved a revised trust deed 
which enabled them to sell it. The sale took 
place earlier this year for over £1m which 
the trustees have invested to produce an 
income which will be used to:

1) relieve persons who are in conditions 
of need, hardship or distress whether 
physical financial or mental

2) assist with the education and training 
of young people

3) assist with the provision of residential 
accommodation

4) assist with the provision of any other 
benefit

The area of benefit is ‘The Parish of 
Aston Clinton and the Parish of Cholesbury-
cum-St Leonards’

It is hoped that in the coming year 
sufficient income will accrue to enable the 
trustees to consider, in late 2017, requests 
for assistance.

John Allen, Trustee
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somewhat when the children finish are the 
parents as they see the clothes that are 
soon to go in to the washing machine!

Inside the school a French cafe transformed 
the school hall with parents and children 
alike joining in and creating a wonderful 
atmosphere for the morning. The Battle 
of the Books competition and grand finale 
quiz was won by a team of seven in a final 
that all children enjoyed as the competing 
teams were whittled down to the final 
two. There has also been a readers’ tea 
party with Mrs Phillips for the children who 
exceeded their reading target and a pizza 
picnic for those who had excelled in their 
handwriting.

During the summer holiday the school had 
a bit of a refurbishment and this has been 
helped significantly by Gordon Elliott of 
Elliott Flooring kindly offering to re-carpet 
one of the classrooms and helping out with 
some of the others. 

As the copy deadline for this article closes 
the children are preparing for the first dress 
rehearsal of their production, Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat and 
Year 5 are preparing their presentation 
for the Go Givers ‘Make a difference’ inter 
school competition at the Aylesbury Theatre.

Not sure how the staff have managed to 
squeeze so much in – it has tired me out 
writing this! 

James Morris

As it has affected most of us, the 
weather seems to have sent its 
challenges to some of the school 

events as the last term came to a close. 
The Spring Fayre managed to find a three 
hour window (just) to allow the children 
to enjoy the visiting farm, Zorb racing and 
inflatables – the rest of the stalls retreated 
into the hall and those who visited saw 
some fantastic entries to the Royal Bake 
Off and photography ‘Kith and Kin’ 
competition. As with most village events, 
poor weather doesn’t deter many and the 
school managed to raise a good amount of 
money and fun was had by all.

The rain did beat the first planned Sports 
Day as the safety of the children had to be 
considered. The reserve day allowed the 
children to compete in a number of races 
and this concluded a Fit for Fun week with 
children and parents coming together for 
‘wake and shake’ early morning exercise 
sessions before school, a varied selection of 
fruit being chopped up by parents for all 
children to try and a number of different 
sport taster sessions.

Continuing on the sport theme the children 
have been taught hockey and basketball 
as well as their other normal sports and 
have had Inter-house and Inter-school 
competitions to hone their new learnt skills. 
Years 5 and 6 are also visiting Chiltern Hills 
Academy to compete in an Inter-school 
games festival where they will be playing 
rugby, football, cricket, tennis, hockey, 
netball and table tennis.

A willow tunnel has been created in the 
school field by parents and locals and the 
outside area continues to be used as much 
as it can. Forest Schools have been back 
to complete more outside learning and 
the only people whose hearts seem to sink 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOLTHE COUNTY COUNCIL
‘Bucks is Brilliant’ said 

the Bucks Examiner in 

early September! The 

pass rates at A level and 

GCSE were excellent, 

and whilst Dr Challoners 

Grammar had 100 

per cent pass rate at A* to C, the upper 

schools including Chiltern Hills Academy in 

Chesham improved their results too. These 

results bucked the national trend which 

saw lower grades this year and will help 

so many of our young people pursue their 

chosen careers.

Buckinghamshire also does well with 
the 9th lowest rate of overweight 
children, the fifth healthiest 

population and comes second best out 
of 150 local authorities with just 11 per 
cent of people smoking. I could also add 
that we are amongst the best in terms of 
physical activity and are fortunate to have 
such wonderful countryside for our leisure 
activities.

In September I visited the Bucks County 
Show in my role as Vice-Chairman of the 
Council and met many of the sponsors, 
competitors and exhibitors. It was 
wonderful weather for the show bringing 
out a large crowd who enjoyed spectacular 
rides, an impressive cattle show and of the 
300 owners who entered their horses, some 
qualified for the Royal International Horse 
Show. I have a spare show catalogue if 
anyone wants it.

Another important event was the 
arrival of Rachael Shimmin, the new Chief 
Executive of the County Council. I met 
Rachael at the selection stage at Missenden 
Abbey and welcome her appointment, with 
a background in Children’s social care. She 

comes south to take up the appointment 
and appears very competent. She will be 
warmly welcomed as we debate the issue of 
a Unitary Council for Buckinghamshire this 
autumn with local communities.

Last but by no means least, we have to 
hope that the Government will now have 
a change of heart on HS2. The news that 
the House of Lords does not support the 
long tunnel is highly disappointing and the 
County Council is working closely with local 
action groups to ensure the best possible 
mitigation measures and to protect our 
local road network during the construction 
phase. Many of us have fought it and we 
have to hope that HS2’s proposal to get 
Royal Assent in December is consigned to 
history.

I am out and about regularly looking 
at road defects with John Lowe, the 
Amersham Depot Manager, discussing 
footpath problems and helping people to 
access social services. Please let me know if I 
can help you!

Tricia Birchley pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk 
01296 621138 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

Thames Valley Police 
reported a number 
of burglaries at 

unoccupied properties 
during August in the 
Chiltern and South Bucks 
areas, many involved breaking in through 
ground floor windows by either forcing 
them open or by removing their frames. As 
part of their investigations a man has been 
arrested and bailed. The police can provide 
advice on how to make your home look 
occupied if you are out or going away. 

Cyber crime is increasing and Cyber 
Streetwise is encouraging everyone to 
download software and app updates for 
mobiles, laptops, tablets and computers 
as soon as they appear to protect against 
hackers. More information is available on 
www.cyberstreetwise.com

Shirley Blomfield (758314)  

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

The tasting of ice-cream at July’s 
meeting was much enjoyed! Our 
own member, Helen, had researched 

the subject and gave us a short history of 
ice-cream before explaining how ice-cream 
makers work and then showing us how 
her own machine operates. In true ‘Blue 
Peter’ style, Helen brought along a wide 
range of flavoured ice-creams which she 
had made earlier and we all tucked in and 
had a thoroughly good time. Many thanks 
to Helen!

 August was also a time for indulging 
ourselves as we went to Chartridge Lodge 
for a Cream Tea afternoon. The weather 
was warm and sunny and we enjoyed the 
opportunity to walk around the gardens 
and have a get-together and a chat. 

Looking ahead to cooler Autumn 
months, 17 October is the Annual Meeting 
and there will be a Bring and Buy Sale. At 
the end of the month, Saturday 29 October 
is Quiz Night. To book your tickets please 
get in touch with Carol Henry (758435).  

And if you have an interest in the night 
sky, Paul Heley is ‘Looking for Northern 
Lights’ on 21 November. 

We welcome two new members, Kate 
and Gina, to WI and are pleased that 
Di (Amies) is now out and about after a 
spell in Stoke Mandeville Hospital earlier 
this year. Also our sympathies to Diane 
(Brackley) who lost husband Malcolm 
suddenly at the end of July - and wishing 
you well for recovery after your knee 
operation due shortly. 
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LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP

Whether you are 
newly-settled 
or long-time 

residents in the Hilltop 
Villages of Buckland 
Common, Cholesbury, 
Hawridge and St Leonards or one of the 
adjoining hamlets it would be surprising 
if you had never wondered: Who lived in 
my house? What did it look like around 
here? What events locally or further afield 
affected the lives of the community at 
large? The answer is at hand! 

Come along to one of our evening talks, 
only £4 at the door, and a great opportunity 
to meet new people. Mind you, just £10 
also buys you free entry to eight evening 
meetings, plus a newsletter, other member 
events, access to our archive of photographs 
and other material documenting the history 
of the houses, people and events in the 
Hilltop Villages. School students can attend 
meetings for free.

On Friday 7 October we ‘raise our pint 
glasses’ and say “cheers” to kick off this 
season of talks with Buckinghamshire 
Breweries. We welcome back a regular 
and always entertaining Julian Hunt, a 
renowned Buckinghamshire historian, 
author and popular speaker. We have 
invited him to talk on the county history of 
a subject close to many hearts! 

It is nigh on impossible for us to imagine 
the impact of The Great War (1914-18) 
on the community and individuals then 
living in villages like ours. Imagine around 
half of men between the ages 18-35 
volunteering to join the Armed Services 
and departing for the Continent, Middle 
East and further afield. Between July and 
November 1916 several of them would 
have participated in a series of brutal 
engagements, known today as The Battle 
of the Somme. Most local men enlisted with 

the county regiment. So to commemorate 
the centenary of the conclusion of this 
battle we have invited Stephen Barker, who 
is a Heritage Advisor with Oxford Museum. 
Stephen is designing several exhibitions on 
the First World War and will talk to us on 
Friday 4 November about The Oxon and 
Bucks Light Infantry on the Somme in 1916.  

Looking ahead to Friday 2 December, 
we turn our gaze on the stars with the 
study of our Universe and beyond. Our 
mission is to boldly go where no previous 
meeting has gone before and hear all 
about Buckinghamshire Astronomers and 
how they have contributed to scientific 
discoveries. Our guide will be Dr Mike 
Leggett. 

All the above talks are at St Leonards 
Parish Hall starting at 8.15 sharp with the 
Hall open from 8pm.

Chris Brown (758890) 
email: localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com

Look out for and keep handy  
the yellow LHG flyer distributed  
with this edition of Hilltop News

CHOLESBURY cum 
ST LEONARDS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 
The annual show was held on Saturday 

3 September and produced the usual 

high standard of exhibits. It’s not an easy 

weekend being only a week after the Bank 

Holiday and just before the children go 

back to school but experience has shown 

that it is the best timing for the fruit and 

vegetables that just won’t wait! Entries 

in fruit and vegetables were good, less so 

in domestic and photographic classes. We 

know from fetes and cake sales that there 

are some excellent bakers amongst you 

and competition for the Commons calendar 

is strong, so hopefully more of you will 

give it a go next year. 

The major winners were Joan Walton 
(flower arranging), Brian Mills and 
David Harmer (dahlias) and Diana 

Garner (cut flowers), Brian Mills (most 
prize money in vegetables and flowers), 
Nicole Colledge (Children’s Cup), Liz Wright 
(arts & crafts and photography), Pat Price 
(Cookery) and the RHS Banksian Medal was 
awarded to Alan Freeman. 

Meanwhile in the garden, the asters 
were late to bloom here, perhaps held back 
by the very dry spell we had. Any water 
loving plants like hydrangeas or new trees 
and shrubs need watering on a regular 
basis. Cutting back plants that have finished 
flowering will open up the garden and the 
rain will bring out the army of slugs and 
snails that survived last year’s mild winter. 

Pot up cuttings or small plants of herbs 
now for use throughout the winter. Sow 
winter salad crops and move biennials to 
their final positions to flower next year. 

Parsnips, leeks and carrots can be 
left in the ground but fennel, turnips, 
beetroot and half hardy vegetables such as 
courgettes and beans should be harvested 
before the first frosts.

It is also time to plant daffodils and 
alliums. There are some very good offers in 
the magazines and papers. Tulips can wait 
until November. I grow all mine in pots now 
but buy in new every year (the old ones get 
planted out more in hope than expectation 
that they will flower again).

The AGM will be held on Friday 25 
November in Cholesbury Village Hall. It will 
be followed by supper and a quiz as usual. 

Happy gardening.

Sarah Tricks
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
League season ends
This year the 
club regained its 
position in the 
Mid Bucks Premier 
Division, not 
through promotion, 
but as a result of 
some clubs moving 
to other leagues, 
creating a vacuum 
which had to be 
filled.  H&C had finished a creditable 5th 
in 2015, but were nowhere near ready for 
the Premier League.  Despite our plea to 
remain in Division 1, the club was added to 
the reconstituted top division. We knew it 
was going to be a tough season!

Of course, the inevitable happened. 
A serious injury to our star batsman 
Mohammed Rifai, ruled him out for most 
of the season, compounded by injuries 
to other key players at various times.   As 
the season progressed, the club struggled 
increasingly against superior opposition. 
Enthusiasm waned and captain Neil Jones 
struggled to find 11 able players each week. 
More and more use was made of promising 
juniors, but not a fair contest against older 
and wiser opponents.

In the end, the club won 2 and lost 12 
matches, with one match in the holiday 
period having to be forfeited, due to lack 
of numbers. H&C finished 9th and last, 
following the withdrawal of Haddenham 
from the 10-team league.

Best batting performance of the season 
came from Simon Lister, whose classy 119 
against neighbours Ballinger promised 
much. Sean Robinson ended with the 
highest aggregate, 257 runs in 8 innings.

Amongst the bowlers, Neil Jones had a 

great season, with 29 wickets, but there 
was not much to back him up. Amir Akram, 
with 13 wickets in 8 games, and Richard 
Vasey with 10 in 6 games were the other 
bowlers to make double figures. The most 
telling statistic is that only two players 
played more than 9 matches.

So, much to ponder over the winter. 
To play league cricket of a good standard 
requires commitment, but for whatever 
reason, this seems to be lacking. On the 
positive side, there are a number of very 
promising juniors knocking on the door, 
who would benefit greatly from exposure 
to adult league cricket, at a level lower 
than the Premier League. 

Sunday friendly cricket
Whilst problems have been experienced 
with League Cricket, the Sunday friendly 
season has gone from strength to strength 
under the leadership of new Sunday 
Captain Digger Reading. His enthusi-
astic attitude has rubbed off on his team, 
bringing the best out of them. Digger has 
tried to ensure that all his players are given 

the opportunity to contribute, a key feature 
of friendly cricket at H&C.   

The team lost the first 6 matches, 
although they were often close and 
competitive. As the season progressed, 
results improved, so that with two matches 
to go, the record has improved to 7 wins 
and 9 defeats.

James Cath has again scored a lot of 
runs, over 500 with a couple of games to 
go. He has also continued to take wickets 
on a regular basis. Ben Drane has also had 
a good season with the bat, scoring two 
centuries. Star bowling performer has been 
Sam Richardson, with 18 wickets to date, 
including a match-winning 5 for 21 against 
Ley Hill.

Finding enough players for Sunday 
fixtures has not been a problem.  

Colts
After all the rain of the first half of the 
season, when all the league matches are 

James Cath: another great season with the bat

played, the rest of the summer has resulted 
in many enjoyable Thursday Colt’s Evenings, 
running through to the end of  September 
conclusion at the Colts Awards and Family 
Fun Day. This will be reported in the next 
edition of Hilltop News.

Barn Dance
A hugely successful Barn Dance was held 
in early September, very ably organised 
by Social Secretary Dawn Edwards. Well 
over 100 adults and children from the 
community were not disappointed by all 
the fun that accompanies such an event, 
which included free rodeo rides and a 
sumptuous hog roast.

All news, photos and more can be 
found on the club website, which is 
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com. 
The club also has a Facebook Page and 
Twitter Account.

Brian Ralphs

Take your partners…
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
AGM
Our AGM will be held on Tuesday 22 
November at Cholesbury Village Hall 
starting at 7.30 pm. Refreshments will be 
provided. As always, everyone is welcome 
and it is an opportunity for you to come 
along and air your views. This year we 
have not invited a guest speaker as there 
have been a number of new initiatives over 
the last year or two and we want to have 
sufficient time to discuss these. 

We will have one vacancy on the 
committee since Tony Francis has resigned. 
If you are interested in joining the 
committee please let me know: hccps@
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org or 
phone 758440. We welcome members with 
many different views and skills since the 
work we do is very varied. You would be 
part of a very friendly, capable and active 
group who are committed to helping keep 
the Commons in great shape.

As I will have completed three 
consecutive years as Chairman, I shall be 
standing down since this is the maximum 
term according to our rules. There will 
therefore be an election of our new 
Chairman.

Works on the Commons
Volunteers: We are very grateful to all 
of those who have been involved in the 
summer work of keeping the paths mowed 

and to volunteers from the Get Out There 
project in Hammersmith who came and 
tidied up along the Bottom ride on one of 
the hottest days of the summer. The litter 
pickers too have been doing a very good 
job over the summer (though there seems 
to be a bit more around just lately). We are 
very fortunate to have so many people who 
are prepared to spend their time working 
to keep the Commons in good shape for 
the enjoyment of all.

Cutting and collecting: We are currently 
waiting for contractors to cut and collect 
on the grassland areas now that the 
wildflowers have had a chance to set seed.

 Further tree felling: Christine has been 
consulting with John Morris from the 
Chilterns Woodland Project about further 
tree felling and this is likely to begin again 
around mid-October. She and Isobel have 
been looking at areas where work might 
be done. These plans have not yet been 
finalised but we will keep you informed. 

Stump grinding: Meantime, we will 
be hiring a contractor to grind many of 
the stumps left from the work that was 
done last year in the grassland near to 
Horseblock Lane and in the middle of the 
Bottom Ride down from the Full Moon. This 
stump grinding is necessary, in places where 
we don’t want the trees to grow back, 
so that the grass can be mown without 
damaging machinery.

All the stumps beside the ride, apart 
from the two in the middle, will be left as 
they were on Pound and Stoney Lanes a 
couple of years ago. Subsequent regrowth 
is easier to manage than the original trees. 
Where the stumps sprout again we can 
consider whether to cut the regrowth in 
perhaps 10 -15 years. 

Paths: We are concerned that some of 
the paths through the woodland areas are 
currently more difficult to maintain since 
the felling has occurred: more light creates 
a perfect environment for brambles and 
nettles. Although you can walk anywhere 

on the Commons it would be a pity if we 
were to lose some of the prettier and, 
sometimes, ancient paths. 

We are currently considering possible 
ways of dealing with this situation. One 
way would be to have summer conservation 
sessions for volunteers who could use hand-
held machines to clear paths in areas that 
are inaccessible or unsafe for the tractor. 
However, as there is no point in clearing 
paths if they aren’t then used, we would 
need to publicise where and when we have 
opened up various paths. Such a scheme 
would be dependent upon our being able 
to recruit additional help.

Hilltop Commons Conservation Group sessions
 for October - December 2016

9.30am – 12.30 pm

 Everyone is welcome, adults and children alike. Bring thick gloves. Refreshments provided.
For further info: contact David Barnard (758365) or Isobel Clark (758987)

 email volunteer@hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org

Date Location Activity

Oct 2nd   Between cricket pitch and  Continue pushing back edge of woodland  

  Full Moon (Grid Ref: 934071)  by felling small trees and scrub. Log up  

  and burn brash. Bonfire

Oct 16th  Between cricket pitch and  Continue pushing back edge of woodland  

  Full Moon (Grid Ref: 934071)  by felling small trees and scrub. Log up and  

  burn brash. Bonfire. Deliver accumulated logs 

Oct 30th    Drovers path behind Shepherds Clear up felled hawthorn and cut back small  

  Cottage (Grid Ref: 945067)  trees to widen path. Bonfire if possible

Nov 13th  Drovers path from top of Stoney  Cut back low branches and clear holly near 

  Lane (Grid Ref: 946064)  path. Bonfire 

Nov 27th   Opposite end of Shire Lane   Cut low branches over path network in 

  woodland and clear small patches of scrub.  

  Bonfire

Dec 11th   Opposite The Row, Hawridge Cut low branches over path network in 

  (Grid Ref:939069)   woodland and clear small patches of scrub.  

  Bonfire 

Butterfly update
Unfortunately, we were unable to hold 
a butterfly walk this year since there 
simply were not enough species flying 
earlier in the summer. David Dennis says 
“The unusual weather has produced both 
winners and losers, and the end of the 
season (ie early September) has seen a flush 
of fresh Common Blues, nectaring on the 
heather near the top of Horseblock Lane, 
and a lovely crop of Speckled Woods in 
the sunnier rides and wood edges. There 
are good numbers on the Bottom Ride, no 
doubt attracted by the dappled sunshine 
that gets through after all Christine’s work 
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in the spring. The way it looks now bodes 
well for wildlife of all sorts next year.”

2017 Calendar
The calendar should be available from 
early October and once more it is a feast 
of fabulous photos by local photographers 
who have generously allowed us to use 
their images. Again, Susie Bell has done a 
beautiful job designing it and we are very 
grateful to the following local companies 
who have agreed to sponsor the printing: 
Cherry Tree House; Christmas Tree Farm; 
Chiltern Motors; George Browns; HG 
Matthews; James Jolliffe; Monkey+bob; MT 
Loos; Philip Matthews; WE Black; and to 
Orbit Press who continue to provide us with 
excellent service. Sponsorship and calendar 
sales are a very important boost to our 
coffers, enabling us to carry out expensive 
work whilst also helping us to keep annual 
membership subscriptions low.

This year we are also very grateful to 
Veronica Mash and Liz van Hullen who 
have taken on responsibility for marketing 
the calendar further afield. However, if 

you want to purchase any you can still do 
so by getting in touch (758440) or hccps@
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org. 
They remain £10 each and £1 for a sturdy 
envelope for postage.

Pamphlet/Information Boards
Over the last few months we have been 
producing an informative pamphlet 
about the Commons which will shortly be 
available as a hard copy or to download 
from our website. Thank you very much to 
Tina Mash who donated the graphic design 
work. We are also working on information 
boards to replace the large outdated ones 
by the cricket pitch, opposite the school 
and opposite Church Lane.

Website/New Logo
If you haven’t visited our website recently, 
I really recommend that you do. Michelle 
Storm has done a terrific job making it 
interesting, up to date and fun to use. 
Michelle is also the creator of our new 
Logo.

Lindsay Griffin

I’m happy to say, 

ten years on from 

my first ‘When I 

was a boy’ articles, 

I’m enjoying my 

retirement more 

each year! My 

replacement knees are holding up and 

there always seems much to do - my jobs 

and projects keep me very busy. My wife 

thinks I’ll ‘overdo it’, although I still feel 

the same as I did in my last series.

Glancing through my diary I realise 
just how the time has flown. I’ve 
reached the 60th Anniversary of 

my de-mob from RAF National Service. 
I spent most of my service in Singapore 
at RAF Changi, just a few years after the 
occupation. It was a very different place 
from that of those incarcerated during 
WW2 and my respect for them grew each 
day I was there. I was fortunate to enjoy 
two happy years with lots of time to enjoy 
the splendid weather and beaches – an 
excellent posting and a huge surprise 
adventure. My first choice had been rather 
unambitious - RAF Halton!

This again brought back memories of the 
Hilltops during the war years when, as a 
young lad, it all seemed rather interesting. 
In such a quiet and enclosed community 
all sorts of different exciting things were 
happening. The air raid shelters were well 
used but there were no direct hits. My 
family used the ones on Buckland Common. 
There were two large ones on the Common 
which were dug out by the men who 
worked in the local brickfields. Another 
was next to Horseshoe Cottages and had 

been constructed by Mr Brown who lived 
in Molasba Cottage, Cherry Tree Lane. 
These were all roofed with tin and overlaid 
with soil – I doubt if they’d have been very 
protective in an air raid!  

The large beech wood which stood 
opposite Coppice Farm Park, St Leonards 
- then known as Dixon’s Camping Coppice - 
was felled by Italian Prisoners of War under 
the supervision of T.T. Boughton Haulage 
Co. It was a familiar sight from St Leonards 
School playground to see the prisoners in 
their clothing marked by a yellow circle on 
the back, marching under guard to their 
work each day. One day a large tracked 
vehicle with gun on top came roaring up 
the middle of the road straight towards 
us. It ground to a halt, turned around and 
made off whence it came. It seems, even 
then, drivers became completely lost in our 
lanes!

Apart from these events and the plane 
crashes I described in Part Three, our War 
passed very peacefully. My father returned, 
safe and well and continued his work 
making bricks and enjoying his allotment. 
Until recently, his stoutly constructed 
runner bean frame was still in the Buckland 
Common allotments and had been used 
by others all this time. The Horticultural 
Society Prize each year for Best Allotment is 
named after him: Arthur John Horn.

By the time the war was over my time 
at St Leonards School was over too. The 
School no longer took pupils right through 
to fourteen or fifteen and those aged ten 
and over went to schools in Chesham on 
a coach. Not the fancy air-conditioned 
type of vehicle used today but a Bedford 
seating 29 belonging to the Lee & District 
Coaches. It was all good fun though and 
we were up to pranks as usual. The driver, 

When I was a boy, again!
part four
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John Selby, was in charge, or thought he 
was, and used to roar at us if we didn’t 
behave. The girls usually came off worse 
and found their pigtails tied in knots 
and themselves in the line of fire from 
peashooters owned by Derek Sutherland 
(I think, still living in South Africa) and 
me. A prefect, also travelling on the coach 
that day, reported us to our Headmaster 
in Chesham, Mr Thirtle. The result was a 
visit to the Headmasters Room and five of 
the best across our palms. Justice really, 
I suppose! Winters were the best. The 
Hilltops were regularly cut off by snow, 
therefore no coach and no school! Then we 
had great days out and about in the snowy 
countryside.

A Sunday School was held at the Chapel 
in Buckland Common on Brackley’s Hill 
(also known as The High Street and now 
Parrotts Lane. Boys and girls were expected 
to attend.  I never enjoyed it very much 
and ‘messed about’ a fair bit. Those who 
misbehaved were sent out, which didn’t 
really worry me. Having been sent out, I 
found it amusing to make faces through 

the window at those still inside until I was 
caught one time by my father.

One of my happy memories of indoor 
events was a visit, along with the other 
youngsters, to the home of Freddie 
Halton and his wife Elsie. They lived at the 
Potteries, Broomstick Lane in Buckland 
Common. I loved to see Freddie’s wonderful 
motorcycle with sidecar but the reason for 
our visits was his garden shed in which, 
once a week, he held a film show. I think 
he charged 3d a show and we watched in 
wonder at a variety of old films. Freddie 
made little out of this as he hired the films. 
It certainly was a bit special in those days.

Harvest time was the highlight of the 
summer holidays. We helped to gather the 
crops and rode on the tractors and trailers. 
No Health and Safety regulations then! 
When the fruit was ready to pick we boys 
were employed to pick cherries at Butcher’s 
Orchard, Little Twye Road (the house now 
called Russet Barn was the fruit store). 
A very old Trogen, chain driven, single 
cylinder ‘Pick Up’, as it would be called 

now, was used to take the fruit to market. 
Buckland Common had an abundance of 
cherry trees in those days.  

These happy summers seemed to last 
forever and another experience was at the 
farm on Sandpits Hill, Cholesbury owned 
by Mr Brown - known as Count Brown. He 
owned a very old Fordson ‘spud wheeled’ 
tractor.  He didn’t use this particular tractor 
very much so allowed us lads to take it on 
his fields. It was very temperamental. It 
used petrol to start it, then switched over 
to paraffin. The carburettor often caught 
fire but we were always ready for this and 
extinguished the fire with a handy cow pat 
(never far away)! Unfortunately for us, the 
fun on the tractor ended abruptly when 
one day the gang of lads were unable to 
stop the thing and it demolished one of 
Count Brown’s sheds!

I often think about my maternal 
grandmother, Emily Hart, who lived at No 
2 Horseshoe Cottages. Her life had been 
very hard as she was widowed twice. Each 

John HartHaymaking in the 1950s

The Chapel and Sunday School class

time this happened she was homeless and 
with young children to care for. This was 
not uncommon in those days when houses 
were tied to jobs. Each time grandmother 
managed to marry again, no doubt for 
survival of her children and herself. 
However, I only remember her last husband 
Jack Hart, a kindly man.

He was a chair bodger and I recall sitting 
on his knee and drinking tea out of a small 
basin. He never used a cup! I have always 
found my grandmother a mysterious 
person and am attempting with the help of 
Ann, to trace her background. My mother 
thought she originated from Derbyshire but 
I remember no trace of local accent. So sad 
they were all too busy working, keeping 
warm and looking after us to spend time 
delving into the past.

I guess it’s time I need to think about 
putting the garden to bed for the winter, 
there’s always something to do…

John Horn
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My Guinness World Record!

It’s just as well I can’t talk as I’ve had to 

keep it quiet for 396 days (yes, you read 

that correctly) – but at long last I can 

officially share the news of my ‘Guinness 

World Record’!

How it all came about
I was invited to take part in a dog talent 
competition at The London Pet Show 
back in May 2015, where I won a luxury 
Forest Log Cabin Holiday. I was spotted 
by a Guinness Rep, who was more than 
impressed with some of my tricks, and 
she asked if I had ever thought of doing 
something for the Guinness World Records. 
I hadn’t, but it seemed they were keen for 
me to put in an application. If I succeeded 
they would include me in their 2017 book.   

The application process
The application was approved within a 
week. First you have to fill out their lengthy 
form listing what exactly you intend to 
do, the order you intend to do them and 
the commands used both verbally and 
physically. The start and finish has to have a 
clear audible signal and the video evidence 
has to be filmed in one go (no editing 
permitted) and every action has to be visible 
on film. The whole thing also has to be 
timed with not one but two stopwatches.

On top of this we needed volunteers 
(who can also keep a secret for a very long 
time): one to operate the camera and 
two independent adjudicators who have 
experience within the chosen field. The 
performing area had to be big enough for 
a camera, four people and a dog. 

The big day…
The GWR team were keen for us to get 
things under way. It was summer and I, like 
most dogs, tend to wilt and like to sleep my 
way through a heatwave.  So now we are 
weather-dependent.  The big day dawned 
on 7 August 2015 – when I was to attempt 
to set a brand new world record for ‘The 
Most Tricks Performed by a Dog in One 
Minute’.

How many tricks?
We had done a practice run a couple of 
weeks beforehand – without being filmed, 
where I achieved 30 tricks within one 
minute. But this was with my partner in 
crime grabbing the stopwatch and self-
timing. It was a challenge to think up an 
order of tricks that could flow one after the 
other to cram in as many as you can. It’s an 
even bigger challenge to try to remember 
the order you wrote them down in so they 

can be performed as per the application.      
To ease the pressure of a failing memory, my 
human partner wrote a target of 25 tricks 
on the application. We all agreed prior to 
filming that if we reached 25 and had time 
we would continue with the tricks until 
either the memory failed or the one minute 
lapsed – whichever should arrive first!

With the paddling pool on standby to 
cool me down – we got started. In my first 
attempt a hand touched my fur. This is a big 
no no – a human is not allowed to touch 
the dog. After a little dip in the paddling 
pool and a breather I was keen to give it 
another go and we sailed through and 
managed 32 tricks in the one minute: all 
caught on camera and no fur touched!  A 
huge relief for all involved.

We had what seemed like endless 
paperwork to complete once again, video 
footage to download and all had to be 
whisked off to the Guinness Team. We were 
told it could take weeks for the evidence 
to be processed. They contacted us within a 
week and asked if they could come to our 

home village to do an official photo shoot.

The village hall
We agreed on a date when the 
Guinness team would send their official 
photographer and entourage to re-create 
the images which could be used in the 
book. All this, we were told, had to be 
kept ‘top secret’ – so why on earth they 
booked the village hall under the name of 
‘Guinness World Records’ is beyond me, but 
that’s humans for you!

We had hours of fun filming and 
photographing the various tricks and 
they packed me off home with my official 
certificate (for our eyes only) – which has 
been hanging proudly on the wall for now 
over one year.

So, if I have wetted your appetite and 
you want to see more – why not check 
out the book for yourself. Apparently it’s 
available in 100 different countries and 
in 37 languages - it’s fair to say I do get 
around… 

Smurf
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Sun shines on bumper fete
2016 will be a year to remember for the 

Churches’ Fete with real summer weather, 

big crowds, good natured queues and a 

lovely atmosphere. The grass was cut in 

good time and the army of volunteers in 

the morning eliminated any last minute 

panics. All was set fair for a great Fete.

Many of our stall holders had the 
same unexpected experience: they 
ran out of goods to sell.  David 

Pert purchased more hot dogs and burgers 
than last year for the barbeque but sold 
out by 3.30 – not even an onion left. Jon 
and Nicola Chaplon in the Pimms tent sold 
all the draught beers. They had purchased 
extra Pimms but then ran out of disposable 
glasses! The bottle tombola prospered under 
Hayley and Ben Lewis but everything was 
sold halfway through the afternoon. Erin 
Thwaites ran Pick-a-Bottle and, enterprising 
as ever, was busy wrapping extra bottles 

during the afternoon as business was so 
swift. The extra bottles included three of 
wine from the Full Moon and a total of 200 
wrapped bottles were sold.

Grand Draw prizes were given by local 
businesses, including the new management 
at The Full Moon, who gave a meal 
voucher; Chiltern Motors an MOT and 
Christopher Johns a hairdressing voucher. 
Other stalls had prizes to win. Buckingham 
Palace was run by Scarlet and Maddy 
and the winner of the Silver Coin was a 
Canadian visitor. The young sisters also 
had time to run Mucky Dip with buckets of 
baked beans, porridge and spaghetti. The 
twelve month supply of cake was popular 
and won by Claire Bolton, recently married 
at Hawridge Church. The Coin Collage 
raised £79.88, with Ben Edwards the junior 
winner and Gary Thomas taking the adult 
prize. The guinea pig soft toy was called 
Fizz and won by Laura, age seven from 
Hawridge.

The sun shone all afternoon and gazebos 
needed last year to shelter from the rain 
were needed to prevent sunburn! The 
chrome bumpers on the vintage Jaguar 
Mk 9 and RR Silver Cloud 3 glistened in the 
sun and were matched by the instruments 
in the Ellesborough Silver Band. The 
homemade cakes included strawberry 
and pecan from Linda Stacey and orange, 
raspberry and polenta from Jo Hobbs. 
Behind the scenes Tasha spent the whole 
afternoon washing up: a special “thank 
you” as there must be a lot when almost 
£1200 was taken by teas!

Thank you to all our helpers who 
cut grass, erected gazebos, fencing and 

bunting; shifted tables, equipment, books, 
bric-a-brac and plants; gave gifts, milk, 
prizes and articles to sell; baked wonderful 
cakes; provided transport and cleared up 
afterwards. There was great support and 
it was a pleasure to offer other village 
organisations the opportunity to advertise 
their events. Slots were taken by Com 
Pres, Choir and Hort Soc while John Allen 
promoted the Village Hall monthly draw 
and the Cricket Club served ‘whippy’ ice 
creams. The gross takings were a record 
£6,147, although expenses will reduce the 
amount available for the churches.

John Farmer
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Good Neighbours Group
Learn how to use and get the most from an 
iPad – Course 2
If you missed the first course we are running 
a second one on the afternoons of Tuesdays 
18 and 25 October at Cholesbury Village 
Hall, 1.30pm.

The aim is to introduce those unfamiliar 
with a tablet computer and demonstrate 
how useful they can be. We are using iPads 
but it will provide practice for using any type 
of tablet. If you already own an iPad you can 
bring it along with you. Whether you’ve had 
no experience of using any type of computer 
before, or you’ve got a tablet already but 
have not got the most out of it, this short 
two-session workshop is for you. 

Feedback from attendees in first 
course… 

“The course was very useful as it gave 
me the opportunity to get an explanation 
of some of the jargon used by computer 
geeks.”

 “I enjoyed the nice cheerful friendly 
atmosphere and learned quite a lot. There 
was quite a range of skills in the group 
but those with more experience were very 
helpful if you were bemused, floundering 
or exasperated!”

“We thought the number of learners 
in the class was just right as it allowed 
everyone to follow the explanations, 
understand and practise all of the 
applications and ask questions. It was user-
friendly and proceeded at a pace we were 
all comfortable with. Excellent.” 

With more and more government, utility 
company, bank and shopping services now 
primarily available via the internet the GNG 
felt it important that local people who have 
missed out so far on the opportunity to get 
familiar with tablet computers could have 
the chance to find out about their benefits 
and have a go trying them out.

The two session workshop has been 
organised with the Bucks Adult Education 
Team and will be led by a tutor experienced 

in familiarising those new to using tablet 
computers. 

Those attending will be shown how to 
use the basic programs and applications 
available on tablet computers. They will 
learn about using email, calendars, cameras, 
etc. and how to access the internet safely, 
look for information connected to their 
interests and hobbies, and make use of 
online services most important to them. 

There is no charge for attending, but pre-
booking is essential to confirm a place. 

To book a place or find out further 
information please contact Chris Brown 
(758890) or email: chrisbrown@rayshill.com. 

Severe Weather Car Scheme
We have always had a great bunch of 
volunteers for this scheme, which will kick 
off again in December. Details of how to 
make use of the service will be in the next 
Hilltop News.

Although we’ve got used to relatively 
mild winters in the last three or four years 
we can’t count on this being the case every 
year. So we keep our scheme in readiness for 
any urgent need for a lift when the weather 
turns bad.

We welcome hearing from anyone who 
has either a 4x4 car or has winter tyres fitted 
who would like to join the team which 
helps those stranded at home who need 
urgent supplies, to attend doctors/ hospital 
appointments or collect prescriptions, etc. 
when our roads and lanes are impassable 
or treacherous. We aim to have enough 
volunteers so that no one is over-used or 
inconvenienced.

I’ll be in touch with last year’s volunteers 
soon but if you can join the team and help 
out please contact us on 758890 or email: 
goodneighbours@cholesbury.com.

Pub Lunch Club
The Pub Lunch Club is open to anyone living 
in, or connected with the Hilltop Villages. 
We meet at 12.30pm at The Black Horse on 
the second Wednesday each month. Since 

moving there in July we’ve enjoyed a very 
warm welcome, tasty food and exceptional 
service from the excellent team at the newly 
refurbished pub. On offer is a two-course 
meal, plus tea or coffee for just £10.

Distinctly unstuffy, it’s just the place to 
get to know some new faces, whether you 
are new to the villages, or if you are just 
around during the middle of the day, maybe 
working from home and just fancy a break 
and a chat over a meal. It also provides an 
opportunity for those who might otherwise 
not find it easy to get to local social events. 
If a lift is needed this can be arranged. 

The next few dates for your diary are: 
Wednesdays 12 October, 9 November and   
14 December. Booking is made in advance 
by email or telephone. Contact Chris Brown 
on email: goodneighbours@cholesbury.com 
or phone 01494 758890.

Chris Brown
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by the Reverend 

David Burgess

There are times 

when I just know 

that someone’s going to tell me bad 

news. It’s something in the way that they 

take you aside or do little things for you 

that usually they wouldn’t before the 

conversation starts. Perhaps there are times 

when you simply know that you’ve done 

something you shouldn’t and the other 

person knows it too.

Peter must have known what was 
coming when Jesus took him aside 
over a breakfast at the beach a couple 

of weeks after the Resurrection - you can 
read the episode in chapter 21 of John’s 
Gospel.

If you know the story you’ll also know 
what Peter had done; when Jesus needed 
him most, when he had been arrested and 
was about to be taken away, Peter ran 
away and hid, and later claimed that he 
didn’t even know Jesus. And he didn’t do 
this just the once, but rather three times - 
bare-faced lies to save his own skin.

Meeting Jesus back from the dead on 
several occasions must have been a real 
mixture of joy and anxiety - it was great 
to see him again, but if you’ve made some 
major mistakes in your life you normally 
don’t expect to be reminded of them by 

someone who has died. Peter was probably 
expecting a roasting; but Jesus simply asks 
him “Do you love me?”

It seems that everything is happy again; 
Jesus has forgiven and forgotten, and he 
even says to Peter that he can carry on with 
the job of being a disciple. 

But there’s a sting in the tail. Jesus asks 
the same question, not once, but three 
times. Perhaps Peter felt that he had got 
away with it, but by the time the third 
question came he must have realised 
the point Jesus was making. The three 
questions matched the three times that 
Peter had denied Jesus on that evening a 
couple of Thursdays beforehand.

By doing this, Jesus is showing 
something very special to Peter. It was 
compassion - a thorough, sympathetic 
understanding of someone, being able to 
see things from their point of view, and still 
loving them in spite of all that’s wrong with 
them. 

And we know that Peter did get on with 
his life in a big way. He was one of the 
leaders of the first Christian church, and 
made such an impact on his society that, 
eventually, he was put to death because his 
faith and the faith of others made so many 
people so uncomfortable. But he wouldn’t 
have been half the Church leader or half 
the man he became if he hadn’t been 
shown compassion and forgiven by Jesus 
on the beach during that morning of nearly 
2000 years ago.

Compassion and Forgiveness
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f r o m  t h e  r e g i s t e r s
ST LEONARDS

Holy Matrimony
3 September 2016 – Bethan Louise Priest and Philip David Heaton

C h u r C h  m a t t e r s

popular favourites; regular helpers came 
along and new volunteers came forward to 
man the stalls. Big crowds came to enjoy a 
traditional Fete complete with Silver Band, 
home-made cakes, vintage cars, Pimms, 
barbeque and games for all. It was lovely 
to see children helping with setting up in 
the morning and enjoying games in the 
afternoon. Gross receipts, before expenses, 
are around £6,147 – a record that will 
assist Cholesbury and Hawridge churches 
with urgent repairs. A full report appears 
elsewhere in this edition of Hilltop News. 
Thank you again so very much.

Our next event is Harvest and the 
Festival Service, shared with Hawridge, 
will be in Cholesbury church this year on 
Sunday 9 October at 10am. Do come and 
sing some of the rousing Harvest Hymns 
with us. Please bring your gifts of produce 
such as vegetables, fruit, flowers, preserves 
and wine to this service. In early evening 
at 6pm we hold the Supper and a hot meal 
will be served for £6: children free. This is 
followed by the traditional auction of gifts 
with proceeds going to ‘Send a Cow’. The 
Supper will be in Cholesbury Village Hall 
and doors open at 5.30. You are all most 
welcome!

ChoLesBurY

We held our 
patronal 
service for 

St Laurence Day 
on 10 August and 
considered the 
Patron Saints of 
our fellow benefice churches. All churches 
are dedicated to God but they also have a 
second dedication. This can be a Saint or 
Martyr or sometimes an important Christian 
event such as the Resurrection. We googled 
Church of England and found that Laurence 
has 243 dedications. The most common 
dedication is to St Mary and, by including 
variants such as Blessed Virgin Mary, there 
are 2,354 churches! 

The four Hilltop Parishes’ Saints are:
St Mary, Hawridge  –  2,354 churches  

(the most popular dedication)
St John the Baptist, The Lee  –  567 

churches (eighth)
St Laurence, Cholesbury  – 243 churches 

(fifteenth)
St Leonard, St Leonards – 172 churches 

(twenty fourth)

The Fete enjoyed glorious summer 
weather and the Fete Committee enjoyed 
wonderful support from many village 
volunteers before, during and after the 
Fete. Thank you to everyone concerned. 
We had new sideshows as well as the 

st LeoNarDs

having had the pleasure of 
Rev. Prebendary Jeremy 
Crossley to 

take our service on 
Sunday 7 August, 
we organized a 
‘return match’ 
on Tuesday 6 September when eight of us 
from St Leonards and The Lee went to St 
Margaret Lothbury, Jeremy’s City church for 
a communion service at 1pm.

This Grade I listed church has a 
fascinating history which we learned 
about after the service. Its first recorded 
vicar arrived in the 11th Century and 
with one small gap immediately after this 
gentleman, the records give details of every 
vicar up to the present day! St Margaret 
was destroyed in 1666 during the Great Fire 
of London and then re-built by the offices 
of Sir Christopher Wren, who designed 
many of the City churches - so several re-
incarnations!  

Jeremy is a delightful man who not only 
opens and closes the Church himself but 
is always available to talk to anyone who 
might drop in – possibly in need of help. In 
fact, in a City that never sleeps this makes 
up the majority of his work. He is well 
known in the area, which is the very heart 

St Margaret Church, Lothbury

Rev Jeremy Crossley
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Thelma celebrates

Country wedding for Bethan and Philip

of the City, and St Margaret is the church 
of no less than five Livery Companies; two 
ward clubs; two professional institutes and 
has connections with many local finance 
houses - all of which hold special services 
during the year.

We hope very much to retain this 
friendship and indeed it is hoped to be able 
to have vicars from other City churches to 
take our service on occasions – thus forming 
part of our Mission Action Plan.

Supper Concert on 15 October – We have 
already sold over half the tickets for this 
very popular concert – made possible by 
Dave Clarke and his friends. Please contact 
Ann Horn (758250) if you would like to 
come. A wonderful mixture of music and 
readings together with a delicious supper 
should make for a great evening. The doors 
are open at 7pm for a 7.30 start.

Tea Parties – At our August gathering we 
celebrated Thelma Selsted’s 90th Birthday! 
A happy occasion with a lovely cake and an 
equally happy Thelma. We hope we can all 
be as bright and cheerful when we reach 
that great age!  

haWriDge

t he Summer Concert 
at the beginning 
of July seems a 

long time ago now but 
it was an evening of 
superb music courtesy 
of Iain Ledingham, 
Helen Bennet and Julian 
Chou-Lambert from the 
Royal Academy of Music, with Jeremy Fisher 
kicking off the evening on his French horn.   
Readings from both Elizabeth and Guy kept 
us entertained between the music, followed 
by an informal buffet to round off a lovely 
evening.

Services – We were pleased to welcome 
the Reverend Dr. Tim Yates, who made his 
first visit to us at Hawridge to take a service 
on 21st August.

We are hoping to repeat our popular 
‘Short and Sharp’ service on Sunday 2nd 

Our next two tea parties are on 
Wednesday 26 October and Wednesday 
23 November. You don’t have to be 90 to 
enjoy it – in fact we are very mixed age 
group who enjoy a cup of tea, wonderful 
scones and cake and a chance to chat. 
Transport is always available and you don’t 
need to know anyone to come - we’re a 
very friendly bunch. Do contact either Anne 
Lake (01296 620169) or Anne Butterworth 
(758700).

Breakfast Service – We met on Sunday 
25 September for our first Breakfast since 
the end of the summer. It was lovely to see 
so many of you! We meet again on Sunday 
23 October and Sunday 27 November.  
Do join us whether you’ve been before 
or not – we’d love to see you.  Breakfast 
(wonderful!) is at 9am and we are in Church 
from 9.30 until 10, leaving both children 
and adults with the rest of Sunday to relax.

David was delighted to welcome Bethan 
and Philip to St Leonards church for their 
real country wedding on Saturday 3 
September. He spoke to the young couple 
in a sincere and simple way as they made 
their vows together.

It was very much a family affair. The 
beautiful flowers had been arranged by 
family and friends. Bethan’s sister, Hannah 
was a bridesmaid together with Lottie 
Lodge, who had grown up with Bethan. 
Her brother, Will, was an usher and her 
grandfather, who is 86, played the organ!

Like all good weddings, there was 
the odd tricky moment. Lynne who was 
driving the bridesmaids to the church in 
their 1930’s Morris Minor hadn’t double 
de-clutched for years - she described the 
short journey rather like a Laurel and Hardy 
film with Lottie sitting in the front because 
her legs were so long and using the klaxon 
every few minutes! And when John set off 
with his daughter, the brakes failed on his 
MG – requiring the hand brake to be used 
instead!   But no-one worried and there 
was much laughter in what was a really 
happy and relaxed day.

Bethan, who grew up in St Leonards 
and Bellingdon, looked really beautiful in 
a classic cream embossed taffeta gown and 
her bridesmaids in forest green completed 
the lovely country theme. Despite a light 
drizzle which descended as Bethan arrived, 
the sun shone as the bride and groom 
emerged from the church at the end of 
the ceremony. The traditional wedding 
breakfast and celebrations went on well 
into the night in a marquee in the garden.

We wish Bethan and Philip much 
happiness in their life together.

Just a reminder about a most important 
service – Remembrance Day on Sunday 13 
November.   Little did we think we would 
also be thinking of our service men of today 
who have lost their lives as we remember 
those of two world wars who gave their 
lives to defend their country. The service 
begins at 10.45 so that we can be outside at 
the War Memorial at 11am.
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October - a great opportunity to visit 
Hawridge Church if it’s not part of your 
regular routine. The service is carefully 
crafted by David to be everything it should - 
just shorter! For those who have time for a 
coffee and a chat afterwards, you are most 
welcome to stay for more than the allotted 
10-15 minutes!

The Harvest Market earmarked for 
early October has been brought forward a 
week to Saturday 24th, teaming up on this 
occasion with The Black Horse, who will 
host us.

Our All Souls Service is on Sunday 
6 November at 3pm - a service of 
remembrance and reflection and if you 
would like the name of a loved one added 
to our list of those remembered at this 
service, please let either Elizabeth (758214) 
or David know.

The Fete report appears elsewhere in 
detail but all at Hawridge would like to 
say a huge thank you to those of you who 
helped make this year’s event such a huge 
success. The Pimms & Pint tent was virtually 
drunk dry and it was wonderful, after two 
consecutive years of really wet weather, 
to see people sitting in the sunshine on 
benches, chairs and even rugs, enjoying the 
band rather than sheltering from the rain!

Delighted to report that the winner of 
the ‘Win 12 months’ supply of homebaked 

cake’ raffle was won by Claire Bolton (van 
Weert) who is a great supporter of St. 
Mary’s and was married there last year. This 
has proved to be a most popular prize, so 
thank you to our lovely bakers who will 
be whipping up their cakes again over the 
next 12 months.

The Scarecrow Competition was so 
difficult for the judges to decide on a 
winner that all the children who entered 
were judged to be ‘equal first’ and received 
a token to spend at either Browns or 
The Entertainer. Thank you to everyone 
who took the trouble to make their 
own scarecrow - with varying degrees of 
success...!

And finally, many thanks to those of you 
who have signed up to become ‘Friends 
of Hawridge Church’, to ensure the future 
of this ancient and important building 
as a functioning part of the village. We 
are hugely grateful to those of you who 
have made donations and look forward to 
welcoming even more of you. If you would 
like further details please phone 01494 
757059.

TOWN FARM ART 
SHOW  
Ten talented artists and makers 
are showing an exciting mix of 
hand-crafted, high quality artwork: 
paintings, illustration, ceramics, 
woodcraft, woodcarving, jewellery and 
Egyptian quilts, plus willow weaving 
and sculpture in the garden. There 
will also be available mulled wine, 
mince pies and Christmas cake in aid of 
Rennie Grove Hospice Care.  

One weekend only: Friday 25 - Sunday 
27 November, 10am – 4pm

6 Town Farm, Cheddington, Near Tring, 
LU7 0TT

Photos and more info at www.
townfarmartshow.blogspot.com

Please park in High Street – not in 
Town Farm. Free entry.

FILM EVENINGS  
There are a couple of film evenings 
planned in St Leonards Church Room. 
At the first, on 20 October, we shall be 
showing ‘Race’ – our nod to the recent 
Olympic Games. This tells the story of 
the history-making gold medal winner 
Jesse Owens. Doors open at 7.30pm for 
a 7.45 start.

The second evening will be on 1st 
December – more details to come…

Gill Fleckney (758895)
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Hedgerow origins are both ancient 
and modern. Neolithic farmers 
arrived around 5000 years ago 

clearing (assarting) forest trees and 
modifying the woodland edges to create 
field boundaries. In the Chilterns we 
need to wait until the Bronze Age settlers 
and the later Anglo-Saxon Charters for 
hard evidence of hedge creation and 
management. Mind you Grim’s Ditch, which 
is in places a ditch-bank-hedge, is thought 
to have been an early form of sheep barrier. 
Meanwhile, drovers routes, old parish 
boundary lines and holloways, which are all 
still discernible crossing this area, include 
remnants of hedgework, coppicing etc. 
Enclosure surveyors in the 19th century 
marked out straight edged field boundaries 
that were planted up with hawthorn and 
blackthorn.

As varied as their purpose, it should not 
be forgotten that except in rare situations 
hedges are principally man-made structures 
and though their construction tends to 
follow certain ground rules their form 
varies greatly depending on how they 
are managed by man and the variety of 
component trees and non-woody plants 
that comprise them. Further transformation 
of the hedge occurs over time as trees die 
or new ones spring up and different flora is 
accidentally or purposefully introduced and 
agricultural methods change. 

The hedgerows of the Chiltern Hills 

HILLTOP NEWS NATuRE NOTES

Hedgerows
not being ant-sized we miss so much

have their own distinctive signature. Three 
trees provide the foundation blocks: hazel, 
blackthorn and hawthorn, the latter being 
the most dominant and appearing as the 
most prolific tree in 97 per cent of all 
hedges. Other trees which are often found 
include ash, beech, field maple, sycamore, 
hornbeam, elder and holly. It is also possible 
to find an occasional oak, a stand of 
dogwood, spindle tree and honeysuckle. 
Until the 1980s we would include elm in 
this list, but today it is a rarity and examples 
are more often miserable stumpy examples. 

All hedgerow trees and woody plants 
had an important purpose, value and often 
an additional connection back to religious 
(pagan or Christian) beliefs: notable 
examples being gospel oaks, willow wands 
and ‘the holly and the ivy’. The crab apple 
provides an example of a tree purposely 
planted or nurtured as a valuable source 
of autumn fruit for human consumption. 
Not long ago the hedgerow’s purpose 
was important as a larder, a source of 
seasonal fuel, a pharmacy or for a supply of 
emergency timber. 

The hedgerow is not only an 
aggregation of trees, shrubs and herbs. 
Wildlife from the largest mammal or most 
colourful bird to the insect that lives but 
a day all rely on a hedge to shelter, feed, 
reproduce and rear young, or seek its 
prey. A hedgerow is a complete ecosystem 
and for many animals a corridor or 

superhighway connecting one otherwise 
isolated wood or pasture from the next. A 
typical section of hedge a few 100 yards 
long can easily contain over 3000 species of 
plant, animal or fungi. I read an insightful 
comment recently which observed that 
we humans are far too big to see most 
hedgerow wildlife easily. Not being ant-
sized we miss so much. Even then we would 
still overlook the immeasurable variety of 
microorganisms. 

The following examples might suffice 
to provide an idea of the variety and 
complexity of the interactions of wildlife 
connected to hedges. Trees ensure the 
overall solidity and impenetrable barrier. 
Each tree  also provides food or habitats for 
their own signature collections of insects. 
Oak surpasses all other trees in terms of the 
sheer variety of different species it hosts - 
an unknown number but well in excess of 
400 different invertebrates, mainly insects. 

On the other hand hawthorn provides 
a good example of the typical interactions 
between the tree and some insects which 
only live on this tree. First there are several 
species of midge, minute parasitic flies 
which lay their eggs on leaves, stems or in 
the flowers where fruit develop and this 
irritates the hawthorn and causes it to grow 
galls within which the midge larva feed. 
There are even secondary insect parasites 
that only infect hawthorn parasites. 

In common with all hedge trees 
the hawthorn has several of its own 
leaf-eating beetles all with wing cases 
bearing distinctive speckling and striping 
colourations. There are at least 25 moths 
dedicated to causing mischief only with 
the hawthorn including the eponymous 
hawthorn moth. The caterpillars carve out 
subcutaneous tunnels in a pattern unique 
to that species which afford them some 
vital extra protection and access to the 
more nutritious-rich tissues. The hawthorn 
shield-bug has a bright green mantle 
spangled with red splashes. Shape and 
camouflaging gives it a measure of free 

A unique feature which characterises the British landscape is its hedgerows. Returning home 

from a holiday abroad as the plane descends through the clouds, it is the patchwork of fields 

demarcated by hedgerows that provides the first confirmation that you are indeed landing in 

the UK and not France, Belgium or elsewhere in Continental Europe. 

range as it nibbles the crimson ripe haw 
fruit. 

I have left the most bizarre 
interrelationship to last. A soap opera 
played out amongst insects indigenous 
to hawthorn. Centre-stage is a jumping 
louse which uses its needle-like mouth to 
extract sap from the softer stem. Known as 
psyllids and like their garden relatives the 
aphids, they excrete a sweet liquid, known 
as honey-dew. This nutrient-rich waste 
product is much sought after by ants which 
milk the lice. In return the ants are very 
protective of their milk-herd and will attack 
any predator that invades the territory. 
That is all but one parasitic wasp which 
resembles the ants and is able to mimic 
their behaviour. In so doing they have free 
range to roam around the colony of lice, 
injecting them with eggs.

Benjamin Franklyn is recorded as saying 
“Love thy neighbour, yet don’t pull down 
your hedge.” This was picked up by the 
American writer Robert Frost who included 
this proverb in his poem Mending Walls 
“Good fences make good neighbours”. So 
aside from the benefit to nature of hedges, 
they help to sustain a healthy relationship if 
not friendship between those living cheek 
by jowl.

So next time you pass along a path 
bounded by a hedge take a closer look. 
Identifying the trees and plants of a hedge 
can be a challenge to those unfamiliar with 
leaf shape, flower colours and bark, so 
pocket a handy tree and plant guide. I still 
use Keble Martin’s Concise Flora in Colour 
- out of print but still available second-
hand. A good starting point for beginners 
is The Wildflower Key by Rose and O’Reilly. 
Mind you, armed with a 3G Smartphone 
and some decent connectivity (!) there are 
several useful online guides.

That’s all this time. Comments and 
questions welcome as always to 
chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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In recent times, it has 

seemed that events 

overtake my reports 

on the Hilltop pub 

scene during the time 

between when the stories are written and 

the magazine is distributed. Patrons of 

the Full Moon have mentioned they find 

this phenomenon is becoming portentous. 

Nevertheless, I shall soldier on.

The Chiltern District Council met on 8 
September to consider the application 
by the current owners of the Rose and 

Crown for a change of use from a drinking 
establishment to residential combined with 
an application to demolish the public house 
and build dwellings on the former pub site. 
Although the first version of the application 
had proposed six residential units, the final 
application asked for four residences, and 
they added some “sweeteners” to assuage 
the negative community impact. The latter 
include re-designating the public footpath, 
contributing some scrub area on the site as 
a “Nature Improvement Area” and funding 
some improvements to the nearby school. 
Maintenance of the scrub area and the 
footpath would be the responsibility of the 
community and not of the new residents, 
nor the developer.

Parish Councillor Chris Brown and Ward 
Councillor Nick Rose, effectively expressed 
the Parish Council’s adamant view that 
the application should be rejected.  Their 
grounds were that the community strongly 
supports the return of the Rose and Crown 
as a public house, that the success of nearby 
free houses proves that rural pubs in this 

area can thrive, and that the supporting 
reports commissioned by the applicant 
were utterly flawed in a desperate attempt 
to make a case that the business cannot 
be economically viable. Mr Brown cited 
the claim that the Bellcote in Ashley 
Green provided fatal competition as being 
laughable and the gift of the burden for 
maintaining the footpath and Nature 
Improvement Area to the community was 
offensive. 

Although one councillor was sceptical 
as to the property’s future potential 
viability as a pub, all in attendance voted 
in favour of accepting the Planning 
Officers’ recommendation and rejected 
the application unanimously. Their reasons 
were centred on the interpretation of 
planning rules with respect to the Green 
Belt and Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. The importance of maintaining 
public houses in rural communities for 
public welfare was a strong factor in the 
minds of most of the Councillors.

Although the Old Swan continues to 
thrive, finding adequate staff numbers 
has been a challenge over the summer. In 
the absence of a sous chef, agency help 
had to be brought in as holiday cover. One 
obstacle has been the remoteness of its 
location. At the time of writing, Jane was 
looking for candidates for pub manager, 
sous chef and bar staff to replace students 
leaving for university. Now is the time for 
any qualified locals to step forward.

In the meantime, life will go on. Autumn 
menus are now on, as is a new wine list. The 
Christmas menu should now be available. 
Another lager will replace Carling, which is 
out of favour with the patrons.

Autumn  pub news
Although multiple planning permissions 

for a much-needed extension have been 
granted in the past, the building work 
was never undertaken. Now, the project 
has been resuscitated with a renewed 
application in the works. Since planning 
approval is fairly safely assured, builders 
have been committed to start work in the 
spring of 2017.

Áine and Kieron Delaney arrived in the 
summer as the management team in the 
Full Moon.  It is notable that the three 
persistent water leaks were repaired and 
the kitchen had a deep clean up under their 
guidance.

Whilst Kieron has been doing the 
kitchen work almost single-handed since 
their arrival, they were expecting to have 
another chef beginning in mid-September.  
Their food style is traditional pub food that 
is all homemade from fresh ingredients. It 
is intended that vegetarian options and a 
homemade pie should always be part of 

the menu. Booking for Sunday roasts is a 
necessity. 

Although the website is out of date and 
beyond their control at the present, Áine 
is developing a Facebook application to 
inform followers of updates to be launched 
in September. A range of traditional pub 
activities is currently under consideration.

Lisa Walker, General Manager, of the 
Black Horse Inn has said:  “Things have 
been going from strength to strength since 
we opened. It has been wonderful to see 
the local community getting behind us as 
we try to reinstate the Black Horse as a 
great pub again”.

A fund raising campaign is underway to 
provide a community defibrillator outside 
the pub as a neighbourhood facility as 
has recently been provided at Cholesbury 
Village Hall and the St Leonards Parish Hall. 
A big bonfire night event will return on 
Saturday 5th November.

Bill Ingram
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HOSPICE NEWS 
Hospice Care Week

It’s national 
Hospice Care 
Week on the 3rd 
– 9th October. The 
support hospices 
provide can be vital 
to so many people in our community 
who need support. During Hospice 
Care Week, look out on social media to 
learn about how it helps people living 
with life-limiting illness. 

Mud Pack Challenge!

Well over a 1,000 local people have 
participated in the Hospice’s Mud Pack 
Challenge over the last two years! 
If you’ve seen the posters but never 
committed, now’s your chance to get 
involved! The Mud Pack Challenge III 
is better than ever and enables you to 
test your stamina by running through 
various obstacles and lots of mud – all 
in the beautiful gardens of Ashridge 
House! The mud-soaked smiley faces 
at the end show that everyone enjoys 
themselves, so give it a go and sign 
up now to support local Hospice care! 
Register at: www.stfrancis.org.uk/
mudpack. 

To find out more about all events and 
fundraising challenges, visit:  
www.stfrancis.org.uk/events or  
email fundraising@stfrancis.org.uk
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CURVACEOUS COOK

Lentil Bolognese

Please do not be put off by the word ‘lentil’ in the title: even staunch non-lentil loving friends have enjoyed 
this, and as we are all constantly being told to reduce our red meat, this makes a delicious alternative.

I think the flavours are better made a day early, but it can be ready to eat from scratch in  
about 40 minutes if you used tinned or ‘tetra-pak’’ lentils. It also freezes beautifully.

I make it with the wonderful little green lentils from Castelluccio,  
but any quick cooking green lentil is fine, or ready to eat as above.

This makes a generous 4 servings.

If using fresh lentils, boil 400g of lentils in plenty of water, with a carrot and an onion cut into large bits, for 
about 15 minutes, or as suggested on the pack. They do not need to be completely cooked. Drain and chop 

the vegetables cooked with the lentils and add to the vegetables cooked as below.

In another pan, with a little oil, or Frylite (to make this free on SW) gently cook:

1 carrot, chopped small

4 celery sticks, chopped small

4 cloves finely chopped garlic.

When they are starting to turn translucent, add:

400g can of tomatoes, chopped

4 tbs tomato puree

1 tsp dried chilli flakes (obviously if you don’t like a lot of chilli, add less, but it does need at least ½ tsp).

Stir well and cook for a few minutes, then add the cooked lentils  
(or 800g of ready prepared lentils) and 200ml boiling vegetable stock.

Turn heat to low, and taste. Add salt and pepper to taste and simmer for 20-25 minutes till thickening.

Cook the pasta of your choice to just ready.

Stir half a handful of fresh oregano, or 2 tbs dried, into the lentil mix, and add the pasta to the lentils.

Italians always add the pasta to the sauce, not the other way round!

Sprinkle some more fresh oregano, or some chopped parsley and chives, over the top and serve with 
flaked parmesan or any other cheese

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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Dear Diary

October 2016

2nd  HCCPS Conservation Group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

7th  Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

9th  Harvest Festival Supper – Cholesbury Village Hall – 6pm

12th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm

15th  Supper Concert – St Leonards Parish Hall – 7.30pm

16th  HCCPS Conservation Group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

17th  WI Annual Meeting – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

18th GNG iPad Workshop – Cholesbury Village Hall – 1.30pm

24th Parish Council Meeting – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

26th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

30th  HCCPS Conservation Group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

November 2016

4th Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

9th  Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm

13th  HCCPS Conservation Group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

21st WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

22nd  HCCPS AGM – Cholesbury Village Hall – 7.30pm

23rd Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

25th Hort Soc AGM – Cholesbury Village Hall

27th  HCCPS Conservation Group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

28th Parish Council Meeting – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8pm

December 2016

2nd Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

11th  HCCPS Conservation Group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

14th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm

V V V

100 Club 
winners 

St Leonards Parish Hall

July 2016
£15 Sandy Clarke, St Leonards 
£15 Pauline Hawkes, Buckland Common

August 2016
£25 Duncan Grant, Buckland Common 
£15 Julie Thomas, Buckland Common 
£15 Dave Griffiths, St Leonards

For membership, please contact the 
Treasurer, Richard Leat on 758784.

Cholesbury Village Hall

August 2016
£15 David Burgess, The Lee
£10 Michael Joseph, St Leonards

September 2016
£50 Judy Joseph, St Leonards
£25 Linda Stacey, Cholesbury
£15 Norman Sheppard, Wigginton

Many thanks to all who renewed their 
memberships at the Churches Fete for  
the next year commencing in October.  
For membership, please contact  
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or  
email brigid.farmer@gmail.com

V V V
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Hilltop News

We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the December/January edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne 
Butterworth (Church Matters) by  
9 November latest. Please note that photos 
sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 
pixels in size.
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