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The year 2017 marks the 50th 
anniversary of the Hawridge & 
Cholesbury Commons Preservation 

Society. The Society was set up in 1967 
with the co-operation of the then Lord 
of the Manor John Randall. Its aims were 
to protect the Commons, keep the paths 
and rides clear, preserve as a wildlife 
sanctuary and direct and implement plans 
for its management. Control of trees 
was also a concern after grazing on the 
Commons ceased as, left unchecked, the 
Commons would become dense woodland. 
Current Lord of the Manor, Christine Stott, 
maintains a close working relationship with 
the Society.

Our Commons are also designated as 
a Site of Special Importance for Nature 
Conservation (SINC), so the Society is 
custodian of an area well worth the efforts 
of the many helpers to preserve it for us 
and future generations.

David Dennis is the new Chairman of the 
HCCPS in this anniversary year and his first 
report is featured in this issue. Former Chair 
and now Vice-Chair, Lindsay Griffin, will 
be looking back and, in subsequent issues 
of Hilltop News, reminding us what the 
Society has achieved over fifty years. Ideas 
from Hilltop villagers on how to celebrate 
this anniversary will be most welcome. Cover picture

Our commons, lawns, 
verges and woodland will 
soon be brightened by 
cheery snowdrops. The 
snowdrop was once also 
known as ‘the fair maid of 
February’. This refers to an 
old custom connected with 
the Feast of Purification of 
St Mary, celebrated on 2nd 
February, where village 
maidens would gather bunches of snowdrops and 
wear them as symbols of purity. No doubt our own 
village maidens did likewise!

Golden year for HCCPS

Also in this issue:

John Horn remembers the wartime huts 
located in the Hilltop Villages

A lifeline for senior citizens
Plus our regular features…

In his Nature Notes Chris Brown notes the 
wildlife stirring from their winter slumber.

Our Curvaceous Cook serves a traditional 
treat for Shrove Tuesday

…plus all the news from our churches, 
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
As usual, the Parish Council did not meet 

in December but kept up to date with 

the regular work of reviewing planning 

applications and trying to get as much 

work done as possible on the roads, 

ravaged as they are by the winter weather.

In this vein, I toured the parish with our 
(yet again) new Local Area Technician, 
whose job it is to manage and prioritise 

the various issues related to our roads. We 
worked up quite a list for him to be getting 
on with and for me to monitor progress 
on over the coming weeks and months. 
Hardly any road in the Parish was without 
fault and apparently there is money in the 
budget, so let’s keep our fingers crossed 
for significant progress. In addition the 
Parish Council is determined to ensure 
that the whole of The Vale road is patched 
and planed in the coming year, as is the 
commitment from County Cllr Birchley.

Just before Christmas an appeal was 
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate 
regarding the decision by Chiltern District 
Council to refuse permission for four houses 
to be built on the site of the Rose and 
Crown public house in Hawridge. The Parish 
Council submitted its continued objection 
to the plans, based on what it feels to be 
inappropriate development in the Green 
Belt and unconvincing arguments as to the 
non-viability of the property as a public 
house. There will be no public hearing on 
the case and a decision is expected shortly.

In addition to the usual business of the 
council, this year holds challenges in the 
(yet to be determined) form of changes in 
the structure of Local Government. At the 
end of last year Buckinghamshire County 
Council submitted to central government 
a proposal for a single unitary authority (a 
combining of County and District Councils 
into one organisation) and in January 

Chiltern District Council (along with South 
Bucks, Wycombe and Aylesbury Vale) 
submitted a counter proposal, suggesting 
the formation of two unitary authorities 
(one in the North and one in the South of 
the County). Whatever the outcome, it is 
bound to mean a great deal of change (and 
probably more responsibility) for the Parish 
Council and the Councillors will need to be 
highly engaged in order to ensure that the 
end result is right for all.

Finally, there is one whole plot available 
at the allotments (which can be split 
into two half plots). Should anyone be 
interested, please get in touch.

Any queries regarding the Parish please 
contact: Hayley Lewis, Clerk to the Council, 
758843, parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Your councillors are:

John Allen, Chairman: 758095

Nigel Blomfield, 758314

Chris Brown, 758890

Philip Matthews, 758205

John Minting, 758206

Francis Sanger, 758767

Judith Joseph: 758702

THE COUNTY COUNCIL
‘HS2: the zombie train 

that refuses to die’. 

Whilst this comment is 

not new it’s certainly 

true. It’s worth reading 

what The Guardian had 

to say about the project 

in June 2016 when they did an in-depth 

analysis revealing that, as the claims for 

its necessity became weaker, backers have 

become ever more insistent that it is a 

matter of ‘supreme national importance’. 

With the cost now likely to exceed £72 

billion the Major Projects Authority must 

explain how such a high risk project can be 

allowed to proceed.

Lord Slade’s recent comment in the 
House of Lords, that he didn’t want 
more tunneling so that people can see 

the Chilterns, is the final straw for people 
living between Potter Row and Wendover. 
Recently I saw the high speed train in Spain, 
which the Spanish are proud of, on the 
track between Madrid and Barcelona - with 
a ticket price of 10 Euros! As your County 
Councillor I pledge to keep up the pressure 
to seek the best possible mitigation to keep 
our roads running and continue to fight on 
your behalf.

Turning to good news, the County 
Council has obtained a redistribution of 
government funding for our schools with 
an additional £10 million annually on top 
of £18 million already agreed. Schools such 
as Chesham Grammar and Chilterns Hills 
Academy will each receive approximately 
another £155,000 while Primary schools will 
get another £25,000. Seven out of the ten 
lowest funded schools in the country are 
currently in Buckinghamshire and the uplift 

in 2017/18 followed delicate negotiations 
with the Secretary of State.

We are fortunate in Chiltern Ridges not 
to be adversely affected by the amount 
of house building taking place and 
planned throughout the County. As your 
representative I have kept closely in touch 
with District Councillors as they developed 
the Chiltern Local Plan. At County Hall 
I have expressed my concern constantly 
about the amount of work planned in and 
around Aylesbury at the same time as HS2 is 
built. Funding is now in place to extend the 
new relief road east of Aylesbury and a new 
bypass is planned for Stoke Mandeville.

Road resurfacing in 2017/18 is currently 
at the planning stage and I have demanded 
an end to the one road per member 
scheme. This puts us at a disadvantage 
with a network of 125 kilometres and the 
need to improve our rural roads has never 
been greater. The turnover of local area 
technicians and TfB staff in 2016 was not 
helpful but a move to procure more services 
locally could benefit the parish councils by 
lowering the cost.

Please let me know if I can raise your 
concerns with officers at County Hall.

Tricia Birchley 01296 651823 
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk 
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LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP
The LHG started 2017 

with an excellent talk 

enjoyed by a large 

audience on the impact 

of the Grand Junction 

Canal in west Hertfordshire.

You could say our next talk, somewhat 
fortuitously, is very topical given 
the recent announcement about 

Aylesbury Garden Town. On Friday 3 
February we have invited Kate Harwood 
to talk to us on Garden Cities and Other 
Utopias. Kate taught garden history for 
London and Cambridge universities and 
now talks and lectures across the country. 
Currently Kate is research co-ordinator of 
the Capability Brown Tercentenary Festival.

On Friday 3 March we are very much 
looking forward to a talk on Sir Stanley 
Spencer and Cookham. Spencer is regarded 
as one of the foremost and most influential 
of English 20th Century artists. He was born 

in and spent nearly all his life at Cookham 
and many of his paintings reflect this. Our 
guide to his life history and works is Ann 
Danks, who is Archivist at the splendid 
Stanley Spencer Gallery.

We can promise a light-hearted look at 
the English’s favourite subject on Friday 7 
April with a talk entitled Weather Lore Fact 
or Fiction. Our speaker is Ian Currie, who 
is a meteorologist, author and television 
presenter. More on this in the next edition 
of Hilltop News. 

All talks are at St Leonards Parish Hall 
starting at 8.15 sharp with the Hall open 
from 8pm.

Whether you are newly-settled or long-
time residents in the Hilltop Villages or 
adjoining hamlets, why not come along 
to one of our evening talks, only £4 at the 
door: a great opportunity to meet new 
people. You can still benefit by becoming 
a member for just £10, which buys you 
free entry to all evening meetings, plus a 
newsletter, other member events, access 
to our archive of photographs and other 
material documenting the history of the 
houses, people and events in the Hilltop 
Villages. School students can attend 
meetings for free.

Chris Brown (758890) 
email: localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com

outside learning is continuing – whatever 
the weather. As mentioned in the last 
Hilltop News the school is determined to 
make as much as they can of the beautiful 
surroundings they are fortunate enough to 
be part of. 

Finally, a number of Year 5 and 6 
children have taken part in Young Voices 
at the 02 Arena in London. This initiative 
will have somewhere between five and 
eight thousand children performing to a 
capacity audience with a full live band, 
backing singers and the internationally 
acclaimed conductor, David Lawrence. They 
will perform with a number of different 
professional artists whilst also raising 
money for Children’s charities. Not a bad 
way to start the New Year!

James Morris

Last term finished in a frenzy of activities, 

all of which were a success for the children, 

teachers and parents. The pantomime at 

The Elgiva was attended by all the children 

who had a wonderful day out, having been 

filled with a full Christmas lunch and a 

surprise early visit from Father Christmas. 

The Key Stage 2 Christmas Carol Service at 

the United Reformed Church in Chesham 

was taken by Revd Burgess and was 

standing room only! Key Stage 1’s nativity 

‘Lights, Camera, Action!’ was performed 

on two successive days to a packed hall of 

parents. 

A number of fundraising events were 
organised including a Christmas 
disco and the Bazaar, which both 

raised healthy funds. Some of the money 
will be spent on the school grounds project 
with the remainder earmarked for spelling 
schemes, Phonics Bug Club and new dining 
tables, among others items.

In the new term after the Christmas 
holidays, topics being studied include 
mountains and volcanoes, Anglo Saxons 
and Vikings, the Roman Empire and Ancient 
Greeks. Whilst working on these subjects 
the children are branching out in different 
parts of the curriculum. This has included 
making animations of an erupting volcano 
and having a full Greek Day with Year 3 
dressed in togas and partaking in a full 
Greek feast and an Olympic games.

Outside of the classroom Years 5 and 
6 have had a number of football matches 
against other local schools. Year 4 took 
part in a Basketball festival at Chiltern 
Hills Academy. Reception had a visit to St 
Leonards Church looking at the stained 
glass windows, in a morning hosted by 
Revd. Burgess, and the Forest Schools 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

The December 
Neighbourhood 
Watch Newsletter 

highlights the importance 
for cyclists of wearing 
reflective clothing and 
also features information on the Get Safe 
Online website.

Our local police officers called in at the 
Food Festival in St Leonards Parish Hall in 
December and had leaflets and marker 
pens for distribution. One leaflet is called 
‘Defensive planting, nature’s way to beat 
the burglar’, which has some interesting 
ideas. Please also look at www.chiltern.gov.
uk/communitysafety for further information 
about community safety.

In an emergency dial 999, 101 to report 
other incidents.   

Shirley Blomfield (758314)  

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

December 19 was a dull and foggy 
evening for our Christmas party 
meeting but with the aid of mobile 

phones our entertainer for the evening 
was guided through the lanes of the parish 
and to the hall in Jenkins Lane. Satnavs 
are not to be trusted in these parts! The 
hall was warm and welcoming though and 
members and guests soon settled down 
to enjoy “Seasons Greetings”, anecdotes 
and readings performed admirably by Cally 
Foster.

Our committee provided drinks and eats 
and there were mince pies to be enjoyed 
too. Christmas cards were handed out from 
our very own box, raffle prizes were drawn 
and presents were waiting to be taken from 
the basket at the door as everyone left. 

After Christmas wishes it is now Happy 
New Year and into 2017. 

In our January meeting Leo Keedy 
brought us news from College Lake, 
the nature reserve just outside Tring. 
In February there is the intriguing title 
of ‘Bagels and Bacon’, a trip down the 
memory lanes of the East End of London, 
with Jeff Rozelaar. To follow this, the March 
meeting is all about diabetes, the causes 
and risk factors.  

Meetings are on the third Monday of 
the month in the Parish Hall at St Leonards. 
The full programme for 2017 is on the 
Cholesbury website, together with other 
information, and posters are put up around 
the villages. We hope that you will come 
along this year.  
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CHOLESBURY cum 
ST LEONARDS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 
So what was your garden Christmas 

present that you wondered, do I really 

need that?  I can safely say (the giver will 

not read this esteemed publication) that 

mine was a tool for brushing the gaps 

between paving slabs. I will let you know 

on this one!

Unlike 2016, the plants performing 
in my garden now are those one 
would expect – winter honeysuckle, 

viburnum bodnantense and farreri, 
sarcococca and snowdrops. The hellebores 
are just beginning to show but the  
aconites have yet to appear. These early 
months are definitely the months for small 
but special things.

February and March are the time to 
complete winter pruning and mulching. 
February is the month to cut back the 
autumn fruiting raspberries on which I had 
my best crop in eighteen years in 2016, and 
to prune late flowering clematis. Perennial 
grasses should be cut back before the new 
foliage appears. However some, particularly 
the stipas, prefer to be ‘combed’ to remove 
the dead material and may not respond 
well to a severe cut back.

For early annuals, sow now. Hardy 
annuals and sweet peas may be sown 
outdoors in March provided the soil is 
warm enough.  I sow early broad beans 
under fleece until well up to keep the mice 
off and under a cloche if the weather turns 
harder. 

Dahlias should be checked and replanted 
to produce cuttings for this year’s plants. 
There are several categories for dahlias 
in the show which this year is on 2nd 
September.

Border perennials may be lifted and 
divided in March. Pot up some small pieces 
for the various local plant sales. I will be 
taking a lot of aster cuttings this year.

Finally, lift and divide snowdrops that 
have finished flowering. Just before 
Christmas I dug up some (just sprouting) 
snowdrops and planted them in pots. Once 
they have finished flowering I will put 
them back outside but definitely repeat the 
process next year.

Date for your diary: The coach trip is 
Wednesday 21 June to Meadow Farm 
Garden and Nursery, Feckenham and 
Coughton Court, Alcester (National Trust): 
full details in due course following the next 
committee meeting.

For membership please contact Diana 
Garner Montana@cholesbury.net
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
A new Chair
Please let me introduce myself to those 
of you that I haven’t yet met. I’m David 
Dennis, and I was elected in November as 
the new Chair of HCCPS. I’ve been on the 
committee for a while – latterly as Vice-
Chair to Lindsay Griffin, who retired at the 
2016 AGM after her latest three-year stint. 
So the first thing I want to do is to thank 

her for her fantastic contribution to the 
Society and the wider community. That 
little white car of hers always seems to be 
out and about doing Commons business, 
and she has done a huge amount to move 
the Society forward, and to communicate 
what we’re doing and its purpose to the 
hilltop villagers. So I have some very big 
boots to fill, and I will count my time as 
Chair a success if I manage even half of 
what Lindsay has achieved in the last three 
years.

AGM
As well as the various updates given at 
the AGM by committee members, which 
Lindsay reported in the last Hilltop News, 
in November we also held committee 
elections. I’m delighted to report that 
Tim Watts filled our single vacancy. He 
has a wealth of experience – not least in 
legal matters – and will be able to add to 
our experience base in very helpful ways. 
Steve Cheeld was reappointed as a co-
opted member, and Richard Bysouth has 
now joined us in the same capacity. Both 
are practical people who assist greatly by 
volunteering their time and expertise. Our 
other committee members and officers 
were all re-elected, with Ben Lewis as 
Treasurer and Janet Hopkinson as Minutes 
Secretary. Both give the Society huge 
support and I will be relying on them a 
great deal. The same is true of Lindsay, who 
has generously offered to continue much 
of her existing work, under her new title of 
Vice-Chair.

These are just a few examples of the 
many dedicated committee members that 
we are lucky enough to have supporting 
the Society in a whole range of ways, often 
quietly working away behind the scenes.

Volunteers
We are always looking for extra help on 
the Commons, and I’m pleased to say that 

our pleas have not gone in vain. At least 
three people have contacted us recently, 
wishing to join our conservation groups, 
and each one makes a difference to what 
we can achieve. There is always more that 
we would like to do, but we are limited by 
how many pairs of hands we have available 
on the ground. So please let me know if 
you have any spare time to give us – my 
contact details are shown below. Volunteers 
can help in many ways, not just by doing 
physical work, but by helping to organise 
events, assisting with admin tasks and 
controlling litter.

The year ahead
The early weeks of 2017 will see a 
resumption of forestry work, and we look 
forward to assessing the degree to which 
the opened-up rides will dry out after the 
winter. We also expect that Pallett’s Pond 
will achieve a higher water level in the next 
few months, after the restoration work 
completed in 2016.

From dusk on Sunday 5 March for 24 
hours, the permissive rides will, as usual, be 
closed to preserve their current status.
We held our first committee meeting of 
the year on 10 January, when we reviewed 
the full range of our activities – some new, 
some old – and various members of the 
committee volunteered to take on the 
detailed planning of a number of possible 
projects, designed to benefit both the 
wildlife of the commons and the whole 
community. These include:
•   Completing the waymarking of the 

permissive horse rides
•   Delivering our new information leaflet 

and newsletter to all households
•   Organising, with the Cricket Club, the 

annual Village Picnic on Sunday 25 June 
•   Surveying to determine whether or not 

we have dormice on the Commons
•   Maintaining our anti-litter campaign
•   Keeping our website refreshed and 

letting everyone know when new 
material is posted.

Prominent in our thinking in 2017, will be 
to decide how to celebrate this, the Society’s 
50th Anniversary Year – ideas very welcome! 
We were founded in 1967, with Peter 
Knowles-Brown as our first Chair. At the 
time, he and Ann lived at Braziers End Farm 
– coincidentally, where Lesley and I live now! 
If you have any old photos of the Commons, 
local people or activities that we could use as 
part of a display, please let me know.

Finally, can I mention the very strong 
relationship that we have with Christine 
Stott, the owner of the Commons. Not only 
does she undertake all the forestry work 
needed on the Commons without calling 
on the Society’s reserves, but she is most 
generous with her time and advice – not 
least to me at present, during this initial 
handover period.

Please let me know if you have any 
comments or suggestions about our work 
– preferably before our next committee 
meeting on 7 March. We will always be 
pleased to hear from you.

David Dennis 757102    
ddennis48@outlook.com

New Chair David Dennis
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
2016 in retrospect 
As the club enters 
its 132nd year, 
here’s a quick 
look back at the 
year just gone: 
definitely a year of 
mixed fortunes and 
milestones.

The year started 
with a major 
refurbishment of 
the lounge and bar area of the pavilion, 
ably undertaken by a team led by Richard 
Vasey.  Not only was the clubhouse 
stripped, plastered and painted, a whole 
new set of chairs and tables were brought 
in, organised by Dawn Edwards. Their 
introduction has provided the club with a 
lot more flexibility when hosting events, 
such as the Village Picnic and the Barn 
Dance.

Colts cricket was again widely popular, 
with the club fielding seven teams in the 
South Bucks junior cricket leagues, from 
U9 to U15, for the first time. We also had 
enthusiastic attendance on practice nights 
from boys and girls aged 7 and 8.  All in all, 
with a membership of around 70 colts, it 
has been a good season.

Senior cricket has had a tougher year, 
with the Saturday league team struggling 
in the Mid Bucks Premier League.  Having 
been promoted from the First League, 
despite only finishing fifth, it was always 
going to be a battle.  An injury to our star 
all-rounder Mohammed Rifai early on put 
us on the back foot, from which we did not 
recover.  

Sunday friendly cricket remained 
popular, enthusiastically led by Digger 
Reading, taking over from Andy 

Holdsworth, who had held the Sunday 
Captain role for a number of years.

Our new Social Secretary Dawn Edwards 
made a real difference in her first year.  She 
introduced some interesting innovations, 
starting with an ice cream making machine, 
which was very well supported by the 
club’s youngsters.  BBQs at colts’ practice 
evenings were well appreciated by colts 
and their parents.  In addition, a number of 
successful events, such as the Village Picnic, 
the Barn Dance and a Conkers Competition 
were undertaken by Dawn and her team of 
helpers.

A review of the year cannot be complete 
without remembering the passing of Alan 
Brown, who for so many years in the 80’s 
and 90’s carried the club, as club secretary, 
groundsman, barman, umpire and player. 
He was a character, forever missed.

Boxing Day Hunt
Blessed by a fine, clear day, the Boxing 
Day Hunt was again a lot of fun, for those 
members who helped provide food and 
warming drinks to a large influx of visitors. 
The hunt seems to get more popular each 
year, good for club funds. 

What’s in store for 2017?
On the playing front, the big issue has been 
whether the club would retain its Premier 
Division status, despite finishing last. With 
some big changes in the league mooted, 
we lobbied hard for demotion, as we do 
not feel we have the playing strength to be 
able to compete at this stage.  A key part of 
this request is the desire to blood a number 
of our up-and-coming juniors, for whom 
Premier Division cricket would be a step 
too far. The good news is that our request 
has been granted, so H&C will be playing in 
the First Division of the Mid Bucks League 
in 2017.

We look forward to another exciting 
year for our colts.  It is likely that practice 
night will be moving to Friday, more 

popular with parents, but still to be 
confirmed.  

As always, we are always looking for 
volunteers to assist with coaching and 
managing our junior teams.  All our helpers 
are volunteers, so we depend entirely on 
parents, in particular, stepping up to help 
with the cricketing development of their 
offspring.

The main improvement targeted for 
2017 is a second cricket practice net.  A 
quote has been obtained from an ECB-
approved supplier to develop a two-lane 
practice facility, replacing the existing single 
lane net.  To acquire the £18,000 needed 
to undertake this project will require 
some aggressive fund-raising in the short 
term. Whilst the club is financially sound, 

a capital spend of this size is more than 
we can afford.  This means that we will be 
exploring all avenues of funding, including 
looking to the local community to help.
New members needed!
The club is crying out for new members, 
especially seniors! With our Colts leading 
the way, we are hoping to get parents more 
engaged as both players and helpers.  

All news, photos and more can be 
found on the club website, which is 
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com.  
The club also has a Facebook Page and 
Twitter Account.

Brian Ralphs
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Pub Lunch Club
The Pub Lunch Club continues to meet at 
lunchtimes (12.30pm) at The Black Horse 
on the second Wednesday of each month. 
Currently around 20-30 meet each month 
to enjoy excellent food and a chat in 
the convivial surroundings of the newly 
refurbished Black Horse. We are always 
made welcome by the excellent team of 
staff. On offer is a two-course meal, plus 
tea or coffee, for just £12.

Lunches are available to anyone living 
in, or connected with the Hilltop Villages of 
Buckland Common, Cholesbury, Hawridge 
and St Leonards. The Pub Lunch Club 
provides an opportunity to get to know 
some new faces, whether you are new to 
the villages, work from home, or are just 
around during the middle of the day and 
fancy a break and a chat over a meal. It is 
also ideal for those who might otherwise 
not find it easy to get to local social events. 
If a lift is needed, this can be arranged. 

The next few dates for your diary are: 
Wednesdays 8 February, 8 March and  
12 April. Booking should be made in 
advance by email or telephone - contact 
details below.

Severe Weather Car Scheme
The Car Scheme was called in to action to 
help a villager get to an urgent doctor’s 
appointment following the cold snap and 
snowfall in the second week of January. It 
could be that we are in for further severe 
weather and the scheme will continue to 
operate between 9am – 7pm until the end 
of March. Thanks to locals who have again 
volunteered to support the Car Scheme. The 
special telephone number to use to contact 
the scheme coordinators is: 0845 8 735 737, 

so keep this number handy by the phone 
or if out and about on your mobile.

Gentle exercise for seniors
The ‘Gentle Exercise for Older Adults’ 
classes started again on Tuesday 17 January. 
Classes run from 10 to 11am at Cholesbury 
Village Hall. The sessions are friendly and 
good fun and the exercises can be done 
sitting down if necessary. The courses are 
run by a qualified instructor provided 
by GLL who run the leisure and exercise 
facilities for Chiltern District Council. The 
cost is £28.50 for a course of six sessions. 
A further set of sessions will be arranged 
in the spring, so contact Elayne Hughes 
on 07880 975 100 or by email via elayne.
hughes@gll.org 

Further information
If you would like to know more about 
or become a volunteer with the Good 
Neighbours Group go to www.cholesbury.
com and follow the link to Good 
Neighbours Group or contact Chris Brown 
email: goodneighbours@cholesbury.com or 
phone 758890.

You can contact us by email: 
goodneighbours@cholesbury.com  
or telephone 758890. 

Chris Brown

Good Neighbours Group
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Just when we were congratulating 

ourselves for having three of our pubs in 

seemingly good health, we have had an 

unpredicted change of management in one. 

Meantime, active planning issues surround 

the future prospects of three more. 

Nevertheless, the success of those currently 

trading proves the point that free houses 

that are well managed can thrive whilst 

those shackled under the failed business 

model of the national pub companies are 

overburdened with overheads and non-

negotiable fixed charges. 

Management turnover at the Full 
Moon is akin to the model of 
Watford Football Club in recent 

times – appoint five new managers in 15 
months. Just as the New Year champagne 
corks were coming back to earth, we 
discovered that the late 2016 management 
of the Full Moon had vanished. Rebecca 
“Becka” Pankhurst was quickly appointed 
as the succeeding manager. Whilst her 
husband, Michael, has a full time day job, 
he helps with the heavy lifting and cellar 
management in his free time.

During January, Becka gave her full 
attention to rebuilding the staff, designing 
a popular menu and gaining insight as to 
who the potential clientele may be and 
what they want from the pub by way 
of service and events. Since there was a 
temporary team in the kitchen until the 
end of January, the search for a permanent 
chef and kitchen staff is the most urgent 
task to fulfil. 

Despite the upsets, Sunday roast lunches 

remain popular, so booking on 758959 in 
advance would avoid disappointment or 
delays.  At the time this was written, the 
www.thefullmoon.pub website needed 
updating with current menus, opening 
hours and events pages.

The Black Horse Inn continues on its 
upward trajectory with a focus on “pub 
food with a flair”.  This has been so 
successful that the kitchen hours on Sunday 
have been extended to 8pm, which is rather 
unusual for pubs in our area. Another 
‘Round the World on a Black Horse’ 
dinner will be held on 22 February with an 
Indian theme to be followed by another 
international cuisine dinner at the end of 
March. Having discovered that there is a 
significant vegan community in the area, 
the second Wednesday of each month will 
feature vegan menus.

To extend the appeal to the after-work 
drinks community, the ‘3 O’Clock Club’ 
offers selected beers, ales and wines for 
£3.50 from 3 to 6pm on weekdays.  St 
Patricks Day will be celebrated on 17 March 
and the ever-popular Quiz Nights continue 
on the first three Sundays of each month.

In February, half term activities for 
youngsters will be held at the pub with 
rugby training on the 14th, Crafts from 2 to 
4pm on the 15th and a Lego Party on the 
16th.  Other community activities include 
the on-going fund-raising for a defibrillator, 
that has accumulated £350 so far.

Continuing their efforts to encourage 
the development of young, local musical 
talent, open mic nights will be held from 
the end of January. To extend the capacity 
to provide food and drinks when the 
weather is survivable outside, a permanent 

Winter pub news
barbeque and bar facility will be built in the 
garden and an application for a permanent 
licence for an outside bar is in process.

After operating for much of 2016 with 
a limited kitchen team, things came good 
for the Old Swan just in time for Christmas. 
Aarron was joined by a capable assistant, 
Vladimir, who can fill in when the lead chef 
is not on duty.  Student Jack continues to 
help with the prep and cooking during busy 
periods. With this strong team in place, 
service should go well in the peak spring 
and summer period with the resources 
available to extend the food service to the 
barbeque that was built last year.

The winter lunch and dinner menus 
will run until the spring menu comes in 
on 20 March, in time for Mother’s Day on 
the 26th.  Before that, you need to book 

in advance for St Valentine’s Day on 14 
February if you are hoping for a special 
dinner out that evening.

Our Ward, Cholesbury, The Lee and 
Bellingdon, has been described by the 
BBC as the wealthiest Ward in the United 
Kingdom.  It also happens to be located in 
the Green Belt and is mainly designated as 
an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. As 
such, the many layered building and use 
restrictions make it difficult to create new 
structures or to amend the use of existing 
properties. Hence, there is a temptation for 
owners to attempt to profit from providing 
living or even commercial facilities in these 
forbidden areas. It is no surprise, then, that 
three of our six pubs are still battling to 
live down their legacy of ownership by pub 
companies in the past and trying to achieve 
the alchemy of making lead into gold.

Looking at the most positive prospect, 
the Bull has permission to operate as 
a children’s nursery until July when its 
planning permission reverts to operating 
as a public house with a restaurant and 
ancillary accommodation. The present 
owners accepted an invitation from the 
Save the Bull campaigners to preview their 
proposed planning application at a public 
meeting in January. Since a full report on 
that presentation is due to appear on the 
www.bellingdon.com web site, we will 
simply summarise here:

 The plans are to return the pub to 
operations as a public house with an 
expanded but self-contained dining facility 
with about 50 covers and a patio extension. 
In addition, an all new “environmentally 
creative” children’s nursery would be built 
in the field to the south of the existing 
Bull structure with its own parking and 
road access. Since this would be a new 
commercial structure on Green Belt land, 
the planning application and supporting 
arguments will need to be robust in 

s

Continued
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HOSPICE NEWS 
The Hospice of St Francis provides care 
and support when 
it matters most to 
over 2,000 people 
a year living with, 
or affected by, a 
life-limiting illness in 
West Herts and South 
Bucks. It relies on our 
community’s support to help us raise over 
£5 million a year. 

Returned to Glory Art Exhibition
The furniture showroom on the 
Northbridge Road, Berkhamsted, is holding 
its popular annual Art Exhibition over the 
weekend of Saturday 25 February and 
Sunday 26 February showcasing paintings, 
prints, glassware and ceramics from over 
twenty local artists. Put the date in your 
diary for a chance to enjoy and purchase 
beautiful local art pieces – with all profits 
going to support the Hospice care.

For further details of all Hospice events, 
visit: www.stfrancis.org or phone  
01442 869555.

the extreme - all of which makes it too 
complicated for discussion in this report.

Since the Chiltern District Planning 
Committee rejected Planning Application 
CH/2015/2208/FA for the change of use of 
the Rose and Crown from a public house 
to residential, the application has morphed 
into a Planning Appeal that will be 
conducted on paper as opposed to a Public 
Inquiry. All the documents are available 
on the CDC’s Planning Applications portal. 
The Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish 
Council’s statement about the appeal sums 
it up thus:

 “The Appellant’s Grounds of Appeal…
appears to be a critique of the CDC, its 
planning policies and of its refusal to grant 
the permission sought in the application. 
It does not contain any further or better 
particulars in support of the matters put 
forward in the application. It does not 
provide any evidence in support of the 
many unsubstantiated and unjustified 
statements in the application to which 
the PC [Parish Council] referred in its 
submission to CDC.”  

There is nothing new to report on 
the ongoing saga of the White Lion. 
The outcome of the Public Inquiry has 
been that this historic, landmark pub 
has been put on the market for sale as a 
pub/restaurant “with great potential”.  
There have been expressions of interest 
to the estate agents from several parties 
able to own and operate the pub as a 
viable commercial and privately owned 
business. We are not aware of significant 
negotiations getting underway at this early 
stage.

Bill Ingram

FILM EVENINGS  
The fourth and last film evening of this 
winter will be on Thursday 16 March in 
St Leonards Church Room. The actual 
film has not yet been decided but will 
be announced on Grapevine nearer the 
time - Gill Fleckney (758895).
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by the Reverend 

David Burgess

March 1st takes us to Ash Wednesday and 

the beginning of Lent. What are the six 

weeks that follow actually for in terms of 

the Christian faith?

I’ve always found a gift that I was 
given at the age of twelve for my 
confirmation, and still have on my 

bookshelf, to be an enormous help. It’s 
called ‘In His Presence’: a slim, red volume 
which I know from conversations that one 
or two others have as well. 

There’s a section on preparation for 
worship, for meeting God. It splits the 
responsibilities into two parts - what we do, 
and what God does. And in bold type across 
the page at the head of the ‘what we do’ 
section are three simple words - “Go well 
prepared”. It goes on to say:

“The essential things are to know 
precisely what you are going to give thanks 
for, confess, and pray for. Vagueness is 
the curse of religion. The road to hell is 
paved with good intentions, the things we 
vaguely meant to do - but of course didn’t. 
So be very definite and clear cut. Go… so 
prepared that, were anyone suddenly to ask 
you as you enter the doors of the Church 
‘what are you going to thank God for this 

morning, or confess to God, or for what or 
whom are you going to pray’, at once you 
could give a definite answer. That is the 
essence of good preparation.”

Preparation in readiness to meet the 
risen Christ at Easter is for Christians a 
key aspect of Lent. There are others, and 
I hope some of us at least can discover 
or rediscover these for ourselves as we 
move through the six weeks. We need a 
faith that thinks. If we want to welcome 
people to church and then move beyond 
the welcome, if we want to worship and 
deepen and broaden our experience of 
God, we have to be a fellowship that’s 
capable of evaluating where it stands under 
him. 

So (and I’m aware that I’m mainly 
speaking here to people who profess a 
faith), for this Lent and beyond, let’s do 
what we know, and know what we’re 
doing. And with that we can rest assured 
that at the very least we won’t be very 
far from the kingdom of God, and at best 
more of us will be able to take the step of 
crossing the threshold and becoming fully-
fledged members of God’s kingdom.

A Faith that Thinks
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C h u r C h  m a t t e r s

ChOLesBurY  

We all enjoyed 
two special 
Christmas 

events at Cholesbury 
Church… 

The Candlelit Carol 
Service was packed 
full with a few standing at the back. They 
probably tasted Tom Haggerty’s excellent 
mulled wine before the rest of us or had 
an extra mince pie! The service followed 

haWrIDGe

Our run up to 
Christmas 
included a 

stall at the School’s 
Christmas Bazaar and 
the following week 
at the ‘Taste of Christmas’ event at St 
Leonards. This gave many people the 
chance to buy tickets for our ‘Twelve Days 
Before Christmas’ Raffle – which certainly 
seemed to capture everyone’s imagination. 
Our first foray into selling tickets online 
proved popular and we were delighted to 
raise a huge £650 and even more pleased 
to announce Alison Lorimer as the winner! 
A heartfelt thank you to all who supported 
this by buying tickets, and in particular 
those who donated so generously to this 
fabulous prize. The competition to guess 
how many sultanas, raisins and currants 
were in the Christmas cake was won by 
young Phoebe Osborne from Hawridge 
who came closest to the right answer of 
1,911 – yes, every single one was counted!

The Carol Singing Evening at the Full 
Moon was wonderful and it was joyous to 
see so many people support this event. Sue 
and Clive Carey did a superb job with their 
strumming, blowing and squeezing and the 
pub were most generous hosts. We were 
so pleased to send a cheque to Save the 
Children for £155.  Thank you to everyone 
who came along and joined in.

Christmas Eve saw a packed church and 
this year, with a bit of judicious furniture 
manoeuvring, we managed to seat 
everyone – a first for some years! It was 
very encouraging to see 40 young children 
at this special event and to welcome all 
the readers from Hawridge: Harriet Beeby, 
Helena van Hullen, Mike Wallis, Tim Watts 
and Jon Chaplin. We were pleased to 
have a service led by Ivor on Christmas 
Day welcoming people from as far afield 
as Dorset. David led the benefice’s only 
New Year’s Day service which included 
members of two other parishes and The Lee 
Methodist Church.

We will be holding our ‘Short & Sharp’ 
Service on Sunday 5 February. The 
clock starts ticking at 9.30 sharp and we 
should be done and dusted by 9.45! If 
you are time-poor and struggle to fit in a 
traditional Sunday morning service, this 
really is the one for you.

On Monday 27 March at 8pm it is St. 
Mary’s AGM at the Church. If you wonder 
where the fundraising money goes, who’s 
who, why we constantly fund-raise, how we 
see the future of St. Mary’s or maybe you 
have some great ideas or would just like to 
know more about St. Mary’s and the PCC,  
do come along.  There is a rumour of drinks 
and nibbles - it’s not as ‘dry’ as it sounds!

In 2017 we have a good mix of 
traditional and new fundraising events, 
kicking off with our Quiz on Saturday 11 
February at Cholesbury Village Hall, from 
7pm with a 7.30 start. This really is a fun 
event – you definitely don’t need to be 
‘University Challenge’ standard as Sylvia 
always compiles such a wide-ranging and 
fun set of questions. There will of course 
be a hot supper available – all for a mere 
£10 per head - just bring your own drinks 
and glasses. Tables of six - for tickets please 
email hawridgechurch@gmail.com or phone 
Joan and Margaret on 758332.

The Launton Hand Bell Ringers from 
Oxfordshire are coming to entertain the 
village at the school on Saturday 29 April 
– more details in April’s Hilltop News but 
please put the date in your diary.

Cream Teas – OK, May Bank Holiday 
seems a long way away! We will be hosting 
our rather special annual cream teas at 
Cholesbury Village hall either late April 
or early May - date tbc - but whether you 
prefer your scones Devon or Cornish style, 
you will be guaranteed  a quintessentially 
English afternoon of tea, scones and stalls. 
Yes, we will soon be asking those of you 
who can to whisk, cream, knead and bake 
to help make this one of the year’s biggest 
fund raisers and kick off the cream tea 
season in style.

the traditional order with a total of seven 
readings covering the Christmas story 
and eleven songs. The songs were mainly 
congregational carols well known to 
everyone and included O Holy Night sung 
beautifully by Louisa. Richard Grylls’ choir 
sangs three anthems, including Psalite, 
which was new to Cholesbury. We are most 
grateful to him and to the choir and to our 
organist, Richard Charles.

At the start of the Carol Service, David 
blessed Cholesbury’s Crib depicting the 
Nativity scene. The crib was constructed 
by the late General Money who was a 
keen amateur carpenter (he also built the 
Bottle Stall stand used at the Fete). General 
and Mrs Money lived in the Old Manor 
House and he was Church Warden for 
twenty years from 1960. He also supplied 
the beautiful wooden figures of the Holy 
Family, shepherds and wise men that are 
placed in the crib and originally came from 
Italy. Robin Money had a distinguished 
military career and, as a young officer in 
WW1, won the Military Cross.

On Monday 19th we gathered for Carol 
Singing around the village wearing warm 
clothes and armed with torches. We sang 
from Parrotts Lane to the Windmill and 
were generously welcomed everywhere 
with donations for the collecting tin 
amounting to £75 (sent to PACT) and 
refreshments for the carollers. Thank you 
on both accounts.

The prize Christmas cake

Cholesbury’s Crib
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st LeONarDs

C‘‘‘hristmas came early to St 
Leonards this year and the 
magnificent tree 

– so kindly donated 
by the Matthews 
family – sparkled 
from early December 
with literally hundreds of tiny lights. The 
windows were decked with yew, laurel, ivy 
and holly and, just in time for the Carol 
Service, the cream candles glowed in the 
windows. Our crib, whose figures have 
decorated the same window for more years 
than any of us can remember, shone out 
once more as it told the Christmas story. 
A very big thank you to all those who 
contributed to the decoration, which made 
our little church so special.

On Tuesday 6 December our celebrations 
began and Little Bears listened attentively 
as Virginia showed them pictures of the 
birth of Jesus and told them once again 
the Christmas story – before they became 
angels, shepherds and wise-men all 
worshipping beside the crib where Mary 
and Joseph proudly stood. It is always 
amazing to see how this transformation 
actually happens - the children take on 
totally new characters in the blink of an 
eye – a great tribute to Virginia’s much 

practised and gently persuasive manner! 
There were more children than ever 
this year with many parents, nannies 
and grandparents.  It is lovely to see a 
pre-school so very well attended. Our 
congratulations to Claire and her staff.

This was followed on Sunday 11th by 
our Carol Service – where it was wonderful 
to see the church completely full and the 
congregation well squashed! From the 
choice of carols to the way in which the 
age-old verses were delivered, it was a 
particularly moving service. The Hilltop 
Choir made an amazing contribution to the 
service. Their choice of a new and therefore 
unknown carol, Carol of the Bells, was 
particularly welcome and their rendering 
of Silent Night – sung in many parts – was 
quite beautiful. We are most fortunate 
to have them and as one member of the 
congregation said “it’s so lovely to be sung 
to”! Thank you all so very much – you made 
the service very special.

Although a strong regular core group 
of about twenty people, the choir would 
love to have some additions. A knowledge 
of music is not required – just the pleasure 
of making music. Do contact Nicola Leat 

(758784) if you would like to know more. 
No-one has ever regretted joining!

The Nativity on Sunday 18 December 
was wonderfully well attended and from 
having nothing more than one King, 
one Shepherd and absolutely no sign 
of a Joseph the day before the event, 
Barbara Baddon, who leads the Sunday 
School, managed to pull together the full 
complement! A few urgent phone calls 
and a Grapevine plea did the trick and, as 
ever, all was calm and all was bright on the 
night.  The phrase ‘why are we doing this?’ 
must surely have come to mind at some 
stage!!

The Service began with the children 
singing Come and Join the Celebration 
and later they sang Away in a Manger 
accompanied by David on the guitar. The 
arrival towards the end of a ‘real’ Baby 
Jesus (aka Freida Ricardo Pearce, Marianne 
and David’s daughter and Virginia and 
Gavin’s youngest grandchild) was received 
with immense pleasure by the children 
taking part and it certainly made the final 
tableau very special. The children made it a 
truly meaningful service leaving us with a 
wonderful reminder of what Christmas was 
really about, surely helping to reduce the 
importance of all the material preparations 
as we began Christmas Week.

Wednesday 21st was the Christmas Tea 
Party, starting now traditionally in the 
Church for about fifteen minutes with 
Richard Charles. This year he talked about 
the Crib – the true beginning of Christmas – 
and of one or two Carols directly associated 
with it. It was fascinating to hear a little 
about the early history of the nativity. We 
sang Away in a Manger and Silent Night 
before going into the Church Room to 
enjoy our Christmas Tea! Scones with jam 
and cream, a most delicious Christmas 
Cake and mince pies all prettily set out on 
a decorated table were enjoyed by many 
more than we had anticipated. Everyone 
left with a pretty miniature cyclamen! Our 
next Tea Party is on Wednsday 22 February 
and again on 22 March. The Tea Parties do 
provide a direct contact with villagers who 
might otherwise be housebound. Please 
ring either Anne Lake (01296 620169) or 
Anne Butterworth (758700) if you would 
like help with transport.

Christmas became Christmas with 
Midnight Communion and the Family 
Service on Christmas Day – one solemn and 
the other light and fun but with a serious 
note spelt out in David’s message. The lilies 
at the altar and at each window filled the 
church with their scent and both services 
were attended by very many more people 
than usual. We welcomed them all.

St Leonards has held three successful 
Film Evenings this winter – as usual free of 
charge. The films have all made us all think 
a little about the lives of others and those 
of us who came to the pre-Christmas film 
enjoyed hugely an early bring-and-share 
supper. Our final production is on 16 March 
– name of the film to be announced. 

Since the re-instatement of the Food 
Bank Box, donations have increased and 
DENS (Dacorum Emergency Night Shelter 
in Hemel Hempstead) is enormously 
appreciative of our contributions. The box 
at St Leonards is cleared at least fortnightly 

2017 has arrived and Cholesbury PCC 
expect to be busy as usual. We start with 
our Annual Quiz on Saturday 11 March 
at St Leonards Parish Hall from 7pm for 
a 7.30 start. There will be tables of eight 
at £12 per head and a hot Supper. Tickets 
are available from John Farmer (758715), 
Maggie Carruthers (758067) or Liz Green 
(758035).

On Sunday 26 March, we celebrate our 
mothers and we hold a Mothering Sunday 
service where we will be giving out posies. 
You are all most welcome to join us.

A special Nativity

Little Bears enact the Christmas story
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WIGGINTON 
COMMUNITY SHOP 
VISION  
Much of the appeal of the Hilltop 
Villages rests in the sense of 
community. With this in mind, we are 
creating a not-for-profit community 
shop in Wigginton, which we hope will 
greatly enhance the community spirit 
in and between our two parishes. 

We are undertaking extensive market 
research with the residents in the Parish 
of Wigginton to understand what the 
community wants. As residents of our 
neighbouring villages, we also want to 
know your views on what products and 
services would receive your support. 
We ask that you respond to our short 
questionnaire using this web address: 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/
r/8L2C7S2 

Or, if you would prefer to complete a 
paper survey, please contact us and one 
of our volunteers will deliver one to 
you. Please complete the survey before 
28 February 2017. Your response will 
be treated in confidence. It is entirely 
anonymous, unless you wish to add 
your name at the end. The results 
of this survey will be published and 
presented at a public meeting when 
the proposal will be discussed further.

If you wish to speak directly to 
someone about this project please 
contact: Rebecca Fleckney. Mob: 
07899804634 Email: wiggintonshop@
gmail.com. You can keep up to 
date with our progress by liking our 
Facebook page: ‘Wigginton Shop’.

Rebecca Fleckney

and a list of ‘High Needs’ is attached to the 
box lid.  Do go to the DENS website to get 
ideas for donations.  The box is white and 
stands under the pulpit at the north door.   
The warmth of Christmas has passed and 
it’s not difficult to imagine, as the days and 
nights become increasingly colder, just how 
much a warm meal and a bed means to a 
surprisingly large number of people.  Please 
keep contributing. Gill Fleckney (758895) 
can give you further information.

Breakfast – We meet again on Sunday 
26 February and as has become the custom, 
the Hilltop Parishes join together again 
to enjoy this wonderfully informal way of 
meeting, eating and worshipping! Lasting 
no more than an hour – including Breakfast 
- it’s a great way to start the week! 
Breakfast is at 9am with the short informal 
service at 9.30. You are all most welcome to 
come and see for yourselves!

VILLaGe CarOLs
As well as the carol singing around other 
parts of the Hilltops mentioned in the 
Church reports, villagers of all ages met on 
Buckland Common just before Christmas. 
Organised again by Shelagh England, 
the evening was supported by many 
generous people. Richard Charles provided 
music, a portable log fire and a gazebo 
to shelter the pop-up pub, soup, mulled 
wine and mince pies supplied by other 
villagers. A super turn-out and atmosphere 
demonstrated what a fantastic community 
we have in the villages. Although not a 
fund-raising event, £253 was raised and 
shared between the St Francis Hospice at 
Berkhamsted and the Chesham Food Bank.  

CONTACT THE ELDERLY
A Lifeline for the Lonely
The long winter evenings and inclement 

weather can make an older person feel 

isolated and depressed.  However, Contact 

the Elderly is an organisation whose aim 

is to relieve the loneliness that can be 

experienced by older people living on their 

own and who have little contact with their 

family, especially at this time of the year.

The local Contact group will typically 
consist of no more than twelve guests 
over the age of 75 who live on their 

own and have difficulty getting out and 
about or making close contact with their 
family and friends.  A member of the 
‘Contact’ Volunteering Team will host a tea 
party in their house once a month for the 
twelve Guests, volunteer drivers will collect 
the Guests from their homes and deliver 
them back again after the tea party. In the 
comfort of a private house, surrounded by 
like-minded guests, the Host will make the 
Guests feel welcome and serve a delicious 
homemade tea. Spirited and stimulating 

conversation, coupled with the sharing 
of lifetime experiences and anecdotes, 
topical discussion and local news ensures an 
enjoyable and interesting afternoon with 
the opportunity to make new friends and 
acquaintances.

The tea parties take place once a month 
on a Sunday afternoon, between 3pm and 
5pm, in a cosy sitting room in the winter 
or in a sunny garden in the summer. The 
Volunteers do their best to make Guests 
feel at home and welcome them like a 
member of the family.

There is no charge or cost involved with 
joining a Contact group: the organisation 
is entirely run by volunteers who have 
been security checked and the organisation 
itself is a registered National Charity. If 
you, a friend, a neighbour or a member of 
your family would like to join either the 
Chesham or The Lee and Wendover groups, 
please give the local coordinators a call.

For the Chesham group contact: 

David Barnes on 01494 581069 or e-mail: 
dnbarnes2002@yahoo.co.uk

For The Lee and Wendover group contact: 

Anthea Hartley on 01494 837372 or e-mail: 
bassibones@yahoo.co.uk

For further information please go to the 
Contact the Elderly web site: www.contact-
the-elderly.org.uk 
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It is staged at this time of the year for 
several reasons: it is easier to see the 
birds when there are no leaves on the 

trees; the winter cull of weaker birds 
has already occurred so year-on-year 
populations are more comparable and 
regular winter visitors will have already 
arrived. The highlight of my tick list last 
time was the arrival on cue of two of our 
regular red kites and also a gaggle of nine 
long-tailed tits. Meanwhile, having seen 
a long-standing resident crew of magpies 
increase in numbers, they have thankfully 
largely disappeared, which is good news for 
nesting birds.    

At the time of writing there are 
visiting flocks of redwings competing with 
thrushes, blackbirds and the odd fieldfare, 
another seasonal arrival. Not only are birds 
easier to spot in the winter they can, under 
the right conditions, be easier to identify 
by their signature tunes. This is because 
several garden bird species at this time of 
the year use song to make claims on or 
reinforce their territories. In a few cases 
both the males and females ‘hold’ their 
own territories in winter and so both sing 
to make their presence heard by potential 
rivals. 

For example, it’s likely the first tune 
you hear will be that of a robin which is 
very strident at this time of year. The songs 
of wrens are characterised by powerful 

HILLTOP NEWS NATuRE NOTES

Concluding with some 
weasel words

outbursts way out of proportion to their 
size. Other garden birds make their mark or 
get themselves noticed by being distinctly 
untuneful: for example, the nuthatch or 
starling. As dust settles an adolescent tawny 
owl might make an occasional outburst. 
If you hear the melodious tune of a song 
thrush it will be a male, as female song 
thrushes do not sing. Meanwhile their 
relative, the blackbird, remains silent.

There are a few open fields round here 
where you might come across brown hares. 
Hares arrived in Britain probably around 
the time of the Roman Conquest and 
their spread in lowland Britain may have 
coincided with the progressive clearance 
and intensification of farming under the 
auspices of the invading army. Today, hares 
are most abundant where a patchwork of 
crops and pastures provides a good year-
round supply of food: what traditionally 
would be called “old-fashioned mixed 
farmland.” 

It is more than a country tale that March 
is the start of a time of the year when hares 
display eccentric behaviour - proverbially 
they are said to go mad. More descriptively, 
a small group of hares might suddenly 
break off from quietly grazing and, without 
apparent reason, start to ‘lollop’, or chase 
one another in twos, threes or fours around 

a field in a circle. Periodically two hares 
might display by rearing up on hind legs 
and chaotic flailing of forepaws follows. 
The madness of the March Hare! Early 
theories of animal behaviourists wrongly 
described this to be bouts between two 
males, fighting over a female (or doe) but it 
is now known that the aggressor might be 
a female rebuffing over-eager males.

Unlike Rabbits, which raise their young 
underground, young hares (leverets) reside 
in shallow depressions called forms. They 
are born fully furred, eyes open and are 
almost immediately capable of running; 
though rely on absolute stillness for safety. 
The leverets come together briefly after 
dusk for their mother to suckle them before 
returning to the safety of their individual 
forms. They will be weaned in only three 
weeks though they start to leave the forms 
and graze after a fortnight. Adults are 
typically solitary but may sometimes feed in 
loose gatherings with one or more lookouts 
- much like meerkats. 

The larger meat-eating mammals, such 
as foxes and badgers are underground 
much of the time in late winter and if 
out and about are keeping a lower than 
otherwise profile. Weasels on the other 
hand need to continually stock up on 
high-energy food. Their traditional hunting 
ground is woodland, where open country is 
criss-crossed with hedgerows, or otherwise 
anywhere that can provide cover across 
open ground. The most likely time to spy 

Each year on the last weekend of January along with, according to the RSPB,  

over 519,000 others I take part in their Big Garden Birdwatch. It has the advantage  

of being straightforward to participate, only takes an hour and does not even require  

one to sit out in the inclement weather. 

a weasel is when it bounds across a road. 
There is hardly any time to distinguish its 
features. 

Gilbert White, the eighteenth-century 
naturalist and curate of Selborne, 
described the Weasel as “not much bigger 
than a field-mouse … it has a very long 
slender reddish body, white-breasted and 
with sooty-coloured pointy ears.” Their 
reputation as ferocious killers belies the 
fact that weasels are specialist hunters 
favouring above all rabbits, rats, voles and 
mice. As populations of these fluctuate 
over the year, weasels’ ferocious reputation 
comes from their habit of “surplus 
killing”, that is, killing more prey than 
is immediately required. The surplus is 
secreted away for later consumption.

Robert Burton, the naturalist who 
used to write nature notes for the Daily 
Telegraph, talks of finding a cache of 
twenty or more dead voles and the 
importance of surplus killing for females 
when nursing a family and so unable to 
hunt. Weasels are not averse to killing 
birds or taking eggs and chicks of ground-
nesting game birds. Even tree-dwelling 
birds are vulnerable as weasels have the 
ability to raid hole-nesting birds such as 
great tits. The long, slender body of weasels 
also allows them to chase rodents down 
burrows.

With all hunters, from the cheetah 
downwards, strenuous effort causes excess 
body heat and drains away muscle rapidly. 
To counter this, the daily food requirement 
of a weasel is about one third of its body 
weight. Weasels will starve if they go 
hungry for much longer than a day. In fact, 
the majority of weasels die within their 
first year. In good years, on the other hand, 
when food is plentiful females produce two 
litters.

That’s all this time. Comments 
and questions welcome as always to 
chrisbrown@rayshill.com or phone 758890.

Chris Brown



36 Hilltop News Hilltop News 37

When I was a boy, again...
part five – bygone dwellings

Perhaps the older 

you get the past 

memories somehow 

seem clearer than 

those of today! On 

one of my many 

walks around 

St Leonards and 

Buckland Common, I found I was able to 

remember the names, and faces, of those 

who lived in each house when I was a boy. 

It also occurred to me that some of the 

dwellings no longer exist!

At the beginning of World War 1 
Halton Park was offered to the War 
Office by Alfred de Rothschild for 

use as a training ground. A considerable 
number of Army Divisions passed through 
there during that War and Halton House 
and Grounds were lent to the RFC for 
training use. The whole area was a busy 

bustling place. After the war ended Halton 
Camp found itself with too many wooden 
buildings as it returned to peacetime 
operations.

These very useful and durable buildings 
found their way to surrounding villages 
and several arrived in St Leonards and 
Buckland Common: I’d love to know how 
it was managed – quite an achievement! 
I think they were brought to the villages 
in sections and erected to sizes to suit the 
purpose, as they all slightly varied. 

One was next to my house in Jenkins 
Lane and occupied by Mr and Mrs Mitchell 
(where the Evens’ bungalow now stands). 
Further down the lane, now the bungalow 
called Wood View, stood one of the only 
tin-clad huts. On the opposite side, where 
now stands Windy Ridge, another wooden 
hut was occupied by Mr and Mrs Vince.

At the bottom of the lane opposite The 
White Lion my Godparents, Stan and Lil’ 
Penn, lived in another of these useful, very 
warm dwelling places. My father (Arthur) 

12th Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment outside a typical hut during training at Halton Camp 
during WW1 (photo courtesy of The Wartime Memories Project, www.wartimememories.co.uk).

John and Stan Penn were good friends and 
worked together in the Brickfields around 
the villages. The photo shows them taking 
a break whilst doing some maintenance 
work at the Penns’ home.

I always addressed my Godparents as Mr 
or Mrs Penn – this was the custom in those 
days.  Until her dying day, my mother used 
the formal address for and to most people, 
although she had known them nearly all 
her life! My father used Christian names 
occasionally or more often just the surname 
alone for the men.

Christian names were preserved for 
family only! Even when we moved to 
Jenkins Lane twenty five years ago, the 
custom still existed amongst the older 
generation and Ann was amused to hear 
herself referred to as the ‘young Mrs Horn’, 
as opposed to my mother, Mrs Horn Snr. 
Things seem to have gone completely the 
other way these days, especially when we 
are greeted on the telephone by completely 
unknown people, freely addressing us in 
unnervingly familiar and informal ways!  

Going back to wooden buildings – down 
Gilberts Hill on the right hand corner where 
now sits a modern bungalow, another 
wooden hut housed Mr and Mrs Packer and 

their son Ron. Another I remember was 
situated nearly opposite Red Barn in Oak 
Lane - just a field now. Miss Bowen lived 
there and bred Old English Sheep Dogs 
which always seemed very fierce when 
approached. We lads were careful to give 
that area a wide berth!

This jogs my memory to the top of 
Sandpit Hill, and two wooden houses (not 
from Halton Camp) which have now been 
replaced by modern homes. Our District 
Nurse, Nurse Coles, lived in one. The other 

Tin-clad hut in Jenkins Lane

Stan Penn (left) and John (Arthur) Horn
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was on the opposite side where Graham 
and Julia Swallow’s home was eventually 
built. A favourite of mine was the wooden 
house, again now replaced, down Parrotts 
Lane, past Horseshoe Cottages.  A lovely 
old lady, Mrs Brown, lived there and on my 
Saturday morning paper round, I used to 
leave her delivery until last – a small glass of 
port and a ‘Craven A’ cigarette was always 
waiting for me. I wasn’t old enough to have 
either but thoroughly enjoyed them!

The largest Halton Hut holds the best 
memories for me and was situated in 
Bottom Road, opposite The Firs, the last 
house on the right going from the bottom 
of Gilberts Hill towards Buckland Common. 
It was built up into the bank and was ‘The 
Social Hut’.  Steps led up to the entrance 
porch which had the name over the top 
written in beer bottle tops! Many a happy 
event was held there including Dancing 
Lessons taught by Lil’ Penn and Mrs 
Saunders; Whist Drives and Social Evenings, 
all well supported by the villagers from 
Buckland Common and St Leonards (and 
maybe some from further afield). There was 
a grand piano, a coke stove and a kitchen 

– what more could you ask for (although 
Carol Henry is still not that impressed by the 
dance steps I learnt all those years ago!)  

In the late thirties the new larger Hall 
in Jenkins Lane was built, owned by the 
residents of Buckland Common and St 
Leonards.  This was, and still is, run by a 
Management Committee of Hall users and 
supporters. The two facilities ran alongside 
for many years, but gradually The Social 
Hut fell into disrepair in the late 50s/early 
60s. The roof eventually collapsed and, 
unfortunately in the process, the piano was 
ruined. It was all cleared away, the land 
ploughed and returned to farmland. Sadly 
there are no surviving photographs of The 
Social Hut, just some old fir trees marking 
the spot. The end of a happy era for a 
young chap but I guess the adults found 
the new Hall far more comfortable! The 
toilets alone were luxurious compared with 
the very primitive earth closet type behind 
The Social Hut!

Also on my walks, I remember the choice 
of local shops available to us! One was at 
the end of Chiltern Cottages and run by Mr 
Ferris. It was housed in a wooden shed and, 

‘Pop’ Nethercott having a day off!

like most of the other shops around, sold 
a range of vital items. It was a long way to 
any of the surrounding towns on foot or 
even push bike: not so bad getting there; 
but getting back up the hills was another 
thing! A small garage operated next to the 
shop and the owners, by name of Coles, 
lived in the house adjacent, eventually 
demolished. We recognise the whole site 
today as Chiltern Motors.

The nearest Post Office was on Gilberts 
Hill opposite the now redundant, derelict 
and soon to be removed, modern telephone 
box. Such a shame the original red 
telephone box was not preserved - so much 
for modernisation! The Post Office was a 
very busy place and also included a shop – it 
was an ideal general meeting place.

The old house by the garage 

There were two 
further shops around 
where I was born and 
lived in Cherry Tree Lane, 
Buckland Common: one 
being ‘Fanny Brackley’s’ 
situated in Thatched 
Cottage, Parrotts Lane. 
It was primarily a sweet 
shop - no wonder our 
teeth were so poor! 
However, I remember 
best Nethercott’s Stores 
on the cross roads of 
Parrotts Lane, Bottom 
Road and Little Twye 
Lane. I’ve mentioned it 
before in my ramblings 
and it holds fond 
memories for me. It was 
run by ‘Pop’ Nethercott 
(I’m sure we boys didn’t 
actually call him that: 
he would have been Mr 
Nethercott). It really was 
Aladdin’s cave and there 
was a changing variety of 
goods on sale, dependent 
upon the time of year. 

Somehow he managed to have triangular 
ice lollies in summer and fireworks at just 
the right time in the Autumn – magic! He 
also sold petrol - 1/9d per gallon seems to 
stick in my mind. I love the photo of ‘Pop’ 
Nethercott enjoying a day at the seaside 
on one the annual coach trips from the 
villages: no beach gear in those days! On 
the left stands Mrs Fulks, who lived in 
Renrut Cottage, Cherry Tree Lane. On the 
right is Mrs Cyster, who lived in Providence 
Cottage in Parrotts Lane. 

Living in Buckland Common and 
the Hilltops was a lovely place to be all 
those years ago and it still is a wonderful 
community – we are so very lucky!

Till, next time... 
John Horn
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CURVACEOUS COOK

For once I think that I am in topical time for pancakes. I did use this recipe years ago as it is a real family 
favourite, and also the easiest pancake recipe ever, so I hope that you won’t mind my repeating it.

Melt the butter in the frying pan, then pour it into the mix and  you never need to grease the pan again.

Our family will happily eat two makes of this, but it should do at least 12 medium sized pancakes.

I like to fill them with anything savoury, as in cannelloni, and serve in a sauce, or stacked with different 
fillings in each layer. They can also be used instead of a wrap for anything that you would put in a wrap.

They are also very good with classic lemon and sugar or honey, and apparently with  
Nutella and ice cream, but I couldn’t possibly comment on that!

140g plain flour

3 large eggs

300 ml milk (I always use skimmed, but any will be fine)

Pinch of salt

30g butter (unsalted if you have it)

Mix everything but the butter in a jug. I use a hand wand to zap it.

Melt the butter in the pan you are going to use, then pour it into the mix

Get the pan hot and spread thinly by tilting the pan. Pour any excess straight back into the jug. A good 2 tbs 
a time is about right for a thin 8” pancake.

Keep going, piling them high and keeping them warm. They freeze perfectly. I pile them in usable piles, and 
don’t bother with the greaseproof between the layers. Thaw them on a plate with cling film over to stop 

them getting dry, then use as you wish.

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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Dear Diary

February 2017

3rd Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

8th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm

11th St. Mary’s Quiz – Cholesbury Village Hall – 7.30pm

12th HCCPS Conservation Group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

20th WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

22nd Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

26th HCCPS Conservation Group Working Party – 9.30am-12.30pm

27th Parish Council Meeting – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8pm

March 2017

3rd Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

8th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm

11th Cholesbury PCC Quiz – St Leonards Parish Hall – 7.30pm

16th Film Evening – St Leonards Church Room – 7.30pm

20th WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

22nd Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

27th Parish Council Meeting – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

April 2017

7th Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

12th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm

V V V

100 Club 
winners 

St Leonards Parish Hall

December 2016
£50 Mr & Mrs A Landon, St Leonards
£25 Mrs T Felstead, St Leonards
£15 Mrs Hayley Burgess Bickerstaff, Hastoe
£15 Mrs Sallie Bright, St Leonards

January 2017
£15 Mrs J Thompson, Buckland Common
£15 Mrs D Mills, St Leonards

For membership, please contact the 
Treasurer, Richard Leat on 758784.

Cholesbury Village Hall

December 2016
£25 Hilary Shepherd, Wigginton 
£15 Julia Swallow, Buckland Common
£10 Brigid Farmer, Buckland Common

January 2017
£15 Maggie Carruthers, Cholesbury
£15 John Horn, St Leonards.

For membership, please contact Brigid 
Farmer on 758715, or email brigid.farmer@
gmail.com

V V V
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Hilltop News

We welcome all news, letters and 
articles which are of general interest and 
relevance to the Hilltop Villages. Material 
for inclusion in the April/May edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne 
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10 March 
latest. Please note that photos sent online 
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
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