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Chairman’s Introduction
Back in 2002 our then President, the late Evelyn Money, contributed an article to the Newsletter that year
entitled ‘Our Beginnings’, which marked the Group’s 40th Anniversary. Evelyn recounted that in January 1963
a small group of interested locals gathered in one of their houses to consider the formation of a society that
would…. “seek to record all aspects of life … from earliest times to the present day and … to rouse the interest
of the community in the place in which they live and the continuity of history”. Well, half a century later, and
on the eve of our 50th Anniversary, we should congratulate those founder members whose ambition and
foresight has handed us a fantastic legacy, our thriving Local History Group. The story continues inside….
In this, our 16th Newsletter, I am sure you will find articles to “rouse” your interest in our local history. There’s
a postscript to the Diamond Jubilee, commemorated in style with a superb exhibition, expertly researched and
assembled by Shirley Blomfield and Paddy Thomas. In June we lost one of our stalwart members. Maureen
Newall, who was an ever willing contributor to the work of the Group and we have marked her passing with
a worthy tribute. Aside from our regular contributions about the Archive and the Library there are accounts
reflecting life in these villages from earlier times, one from 1946 and another written in 1893. The latter
suggests a halcyon life, and one far removed from that experienced by those on the wrong side of the law in
Aylesbury Gaol! Below is an account of the latest Summer Outing to Boarstall. Looking ahead, there is our
programme of evening meetings which promises many interesting stories, from the Romans to the early
English, from printing to brick making, from Amersham to The Lee, on the depiction of the ‘Senior Service’ at
the time of the Napoleonic Wars to the clandestine work of the ‘Secret Service’ in World War II.
I have a few important messages. Firstly, I am pleased to announce that Pat Lindsey has been co-opted onto
the Committee and, more importantly, has kindly agreed to be our Acting Secretary. Please note we are
shuffling around our venues with the October meeting now at St Leonards PH and our April meeting at
Cholesbury VH. Despite increases to the fees charged by speakers and the costs of running the Group the
committee has decided to keep subscriptions at £8 for this year, however, the increase to £10pa agreed at the
2010 AGM will take effect from the 2013-14 season. May I also encourage everyone to pay their subscriptions
in a timely fashion as we did have to chase up a few members to renew their subs last year!
I would like to conclude by thanking: fellow Committee Members for all their hard work and wise counsel
over the year, everyone who has assisted with the smooth running of evening events, and all those who lent
us exhibits, helped with the preparation and stewarding or serving the teas at our very successful Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee Exhibition. Finally, may I thank all members and visitors for their support of the Local
History Group and look forward to your continued involvement. The best way you can help is to encourage
your friends and neighbours to join you at one of our future meetings and to become members.
Chris Brown

****************************************************************************

Summer Outing - Sent to Boarstall!
Following in the footsteps of some well known
historical characters, a group of 24 History Group
stalwarts trekked out to the north-western wilds of
Buckinghamshire on the afternoon of Wednesday
27 June. The origins of the name, Boarstall, might
be from the Anglo-Saxon “Burg-steall” meaning a
fort site. However a much more interesting
possible origin for the name relates to the story of
Nigel the Forester who was appointed Serjeant of
Bernwode (Bernwood) Forest by Edward the
Confessor back in the 12th century. His reward for
killing a savage wild boar, which had been creating
havoc spoiling the King’s deer hunting in the

forest, was not only the Serjeant’s
post but a gift of land and a fine
hunting horn, which is now held
in the County Museum. It seems
that good old Nige must have
been very persuasive about his
dead boar, as the forest, which
then stretched for 150 square
miles, probably had a few more
ancient piggies terrorising the
venison than just the one he
presented
to
the
King.
……/…l|||(continued on page 9)

Our Tribute to Maureen Newall
With the passing of Maureen at the end of June, the
Local History Group lost a valued and supportive
member who, in her own quiet way, had made
important contributions to the Group. Not the
least, having lived here since the mid-1960s, she
was a reliable source of information on past events
with a deep and accurate knowledge of the history
of the villages in the intervening years.

Maureen also, as her own project, undertook to
make a photographic record of local houses. Over
100 images are now in the archives. Along with
these photographs, we have her photographs of
church kneelers, and also her photographs of the
2002 Golden Jubilee Exhibition entitled "The Fifties
the Way We Were".

Maureen was always willing and able to assist
when asked, and although only joining the
committee in May 2011, she had helped the
Treasurer at our monthly meetings for some time
previously. Her other activities meant that she
could not always be at meetings but we knew that
if we gave her something to do, she would take it
away and quietly get on with it, and so we have a
list compiled from the Church Register entries in
the Parish Magazines, and subsequently Hilltop
News, of baptisms, marriages and burials, starting
from 1992.
Maureen was involved from the very start when
we embarked on the
project of getting our
archives
onto
the
database which we
then knew as Catalist
(now Modes Compact)
and helped with the
recording
of
the
information.
Her contacts with local
residents meant that
we acquired for the
archives many items
which could well have
been lost to us.

Liz Firth and Maureen

The photograph above is from our Cuttings
Archive and Maureen is the rider on the left as part
of the quadrille team from the Old Berkeley Hunt
Riding Club. In 1971 they won at the Horse of the
Year Show (the theme was "Ride a Cock Horse to
Banbury Cross") and a year later gave a display at
the International Horse Show.
We were not to know that Maureen's help towards
the Local History Group's Diamond Jubilee
Exhibition on the Bank Holiday Monday of 4th June
would be her last contribution to the Group. She
had helped with the setting up of the display
stands during the previous week and spent all day
at Cholesbury Village Hall on the day of the
exhibition. Maureen, we will miss you.
Shirley Blomfield

60 Royal Years 1952 – 2012 Memory
David Ridgwell lent his Souvenir Coronation Programme and described how as a young Boy Scout he was
on duty selling programmes in The Mall. Wearing his big scout hat, he stood in front of the wet crowds.
Someone called out ‘Oy, mate take yer hat orf, I can’t see anything’ Then it started raining again and the
same voice shouted ‘You can put it back on while it’s wet’.

Moor Revealed?
In 1995 guest speaker Heather Falvey gave us a talk
on the ‘Manor on the More’ (aka Moor Park). The
original palatial building was much admired in
turn by Cardinal Wolsey and King Henry VIII.
Unfortunately, it had been constructed on marshy
land and the foundation failed to support the
additions and ameliorations demanded by those
two ardent collectors of palaces, and the manor fell
into disrepair in the mid-16th Century. The site was

finally cleared in the mid-20th century, a time when
consideration of archaeological and geophysical
exploration rated zero. The site is now occupied by
Northwood Prep School, and recent local
enthusiasm has persuaded Channel 4 TV’s Time
Team to investigate. The resultant programme may
not be broadcast before Spring 2013, so keep an eye
on the schedules.
George Cobby

60 Royal Years 1952 – 2012 Memory
The death of the King was not forgotten. Mike Fletcher lent some old newspapers from his collection. One
front page announced the death of the King. Some had sent in memories of this. Sheila Weiner queued for
the Lying-in-State at Westminster Abbey and went in just as the new Queen, the Queen Mother and Princess
Margaret arrived in their black veils. Carol Yee remembered that the dinner ladies at her school were in tears
and that they were all sent home.

This was my village – Cholesbury, Bucks

Reproduced below is an essay for a 1946 WI Competition by Miss Holbourn, who lived at Cherry Orchards Cholesbury.
The essay came to light in the archives of the Bucks Federation of Women's Institutes at High Wycombe.
“Cholesbury of ancient cities once the head,
two cottages and a house (once an inn) which were
When erst the Chole flowed from its gushing head”
built in the 17th Century. Almost opposite is
This was quoted to me by an old lady during my
another old house which is said to have been the
search for local history. Whether the second line is
Poor-house.
poetic licence I cannot say but there is no stream
Situated as we are on the well wooded Chilterns
now nor is one mentioned in the scant literature
the chair-making industry brought work to our
about our village. The accepted version of the
village, many of the older residents remember
origin of our name is from a Saxon named Chole
seeing the men turning chair legs in the garden
and his fortified house - place ("bury"). The first
next to that in which I am sitting, these were sent to
line of the couplet refers to this, our great
Wycombe where the chairs were assembled. On the
possession, which lies in quiet seclusion behind the
other side of us is Luton (of straw hat fame) which
village; a camp 2,000 years old. Marked "Danish"
also provided work in the form of straw plaiting,
on the map because earlier antiquarians thought
one old man remembers when a house in the
rounded was Danish and anything square was
adjoining village was used as a straw plaiting
Roman, later knowledge has shown that it belongs
school for the boys and girls. The finished plaits
to a much earlier period. Defended on the East by
were made into bundles of one score yards and
treble ramparts and double ditches and on the
taken to Tring market where the manufacturers
other sides by double ramparts and a single ditch it
came with a fresh supply of straw and bought the
covers 15 acres so it's size suggests that it was an
bundles for 2½d. each. In one house I saw a straw
important place. There are two ponds within it, in
splitting machine, this had holes criss-crossed by
one of which, tradition says, the Saxons baptised
wires which split the straw into from four to eight
their converts and which has never run dry.
strands according to the size plait required. There
The camp is in good condition except for a break in
was also a straw mill like a tiny mangle to soften
the South side. Here (within the camp) the
and flatten the straw.
Normans built a Church, the Chancel of which was
There is a stone dividing the common between
rebuilt in the 14th Century. In 1872 the whole
Cholesbury and Hawridge and the story goes that
Church was rebuilt albeit by wise and loving care
Cholesbury kept cattle and Hawridge sheep, if one
so that much of the old material was used and
of the sheep erred and strayed it's owner had to
many of the old parts such as the South doorway,
pay 6d. for it's return but the owner of an erring
Piscina and window shafts (all 13th Century) were
cow had to pay 1/6d! The railings enclosing the
incorporated. The plate includes a cup of 1577. One
pound were removed to assist the Second World
window is in memory of Henry Jeston who served
War.
the Church for fifty years; a familiar figure in the
village he died in 1889 aged 92 years. Nearby are

Founder’s Prize 2012
The Founder’s Prize is given in memory of General Money, one of the Group’s Founding Members.
Members at this year’s AGM endorsed the Committee’s recommendation to award this year’s prize to Fred
Skinner for his work in transcribing the Court Rolls and Vestry Minutes for Cholesbury and Hawridge. We
look forward to hearing his choice of book when it is presented at a future meeting.

Snippet – Buckinghamshire Suffragettes and Suffragists
During 1913 pilgrimages took place across Bucks in support of the Women’s suffrage movement. Colin
Cartwright will be speaking to us in November 2013. He is currently writing a book Burning to get the Vote
about the activities of Buckinghamshire activists. Subject to receiving sufficient pre-order requests it will be
published later this year and he has asked if we could publicise his book. To pre-order a copy for a 20%
discount please contact Colin Cartwright: tel:- 01494 775651 or by email :- colin@chesham4fairtrade.co.uk

60 Royal Years 1952 – 2012 Memory
There were many memories from people who had actually met the Queen or seen her at an event like a
Garden Party or an Investiture. Sheila Weiner lent her invitation card from the day she was presented at
Court in 1952. She remembered the long wait before going in to curtsey, that ‘the Queen was very young
and pretty’ and the little gilt chairs they all sat on for tea.

Archivist's Report
This has been a year of making further entries onto
Modes Compact with, more recently, time being
taken up with preparations for the Group's
Diamond Jubilee Exhibition held at Cholesbury
Village Hall on Monday 4th June. Having chosen as
a theme "60 Royal Years 1952-2012" and asking for
personal memories of royal meetings and occasions
it was amazing how many residents came forward
with offerings.

The photograph shows part of the display, with the
St Leonards Church kneelers from the Jubilees of
1977 and 2002 and the most recent one for 2012,
worked by Ann Horn, alongside Ron Evens'
painting of the fire at Windsor Castle in 1992. The
Jubilee Bricks for local children were produced for
the Parish Council by H G Matthews Brickworks,
as was the brick for the 2002 Jubilee and the rabbit
for the Parish Council 75th Anniversary in 2009.
An important addition has been a collection of
transcriptions of the Court Rolls and Vestry
Minutes for Cholesbury and Hawridge presented
to us by one of our members, Fred Skinner. These
had been transcribed by Fred during the summer
of 2011 and he has not only provided the
information in printed format but also on disk,
both in word and pdf format and with an image of
each original page. There is also a comprehensive
index, which is invaluable. It is a tremendous
addition to our records and we are very grateful.

There are now over 2200 entries on our database,
including information about the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission and local men who lost
their lives. Progress was also made with the
recording of the various "finds" from the local area,
such as clay pipes, buttons, spoons and coins. Some
of these had been collected by Evelyn Money, our
past President.
I was very pleased to take into the
collection the handbell which was
used at St Leonards School up
until the time that the school
closed in 1973. This was donated
by Mrs Dora Lamasz, who taught
at the school and then transferred
to teach at Hawridge and
Cholesbury until her retirement.
The wooden handle has a groove
worn into it from the years of use.
The photograph below shows
staff and governors at the time of closure of St
Leonards School in 1973.
Left to right:Mr
Ernest
Hare
(school manager), Mr
Leslie Allen (school
manager),
Rev.
Arthur Kayll (school
manager), Mrs Rita
Moore (teacher), Mr
Geoffrey
Keen
(headteacher),
Mr
Ralph Watts (school
manager), Mr Ken
Brackley (school manager), Mrs Dora Lamasz (teacher).
Last year my report mentioned an article about
Cherry Orchards written by Phyllis Holbourn for a
WI Competition in 1952. Elsewhere in this
Newsletter you can read a 1946 WI article by her.
She is also listed as the WI contact in a Villagers
Association publication of 1967 and so lived in
Cholesbury for over 20 years.
Shirley Blomfield

60 Royal Years 1952 – 2012 Memory
With Jenny Parsons’ memory ‘The Nearest I have been to the Queen’, came a set of stunning photographs
taken by her on the day of the Garter Ceremony in June 2002, the year of the Golden Jubilee. She had been
working as part of a NADFAS team cleaning old documents in the Library belonging to St George’s Chapel.
As a reward they were allowed to watch from the Green as the Ceremonial Walk of the Knights went by.

The History Group Library
This year more than ten books have been added to
the Library. Many of these have been given to us
by members and we would like to thank everyone
for their donations. It does improve the range of
books available. Borrowing increased a little last
season, but it would be good to see our Library
used much more. Look out for some of the recent
additions such as ‘Local History – a handbook for
beginners’ by Philip Riden which has been added
to the list of reference books. It is a good basic
guide and small enough not to seem daunting.
Three books look back on our county and our area.
Arthur Mee’s series ‘The King’s England’ is well
known and we have been given the one for
Buckinghamshire. It was first published in 1940 so
its interest probably lies in considering how many
changes there have been in the county since then.
The photographs do give everywhere rather a look
of old world charm. At the beginning of our 1949
edition it says ‘It has not been desirable to note in
this volume certain changes which the war brought
about in some churches and other buildings’. Was
this just to avoid the expense and effort of some rewriting and new photographs or reluctance to face
up to the effects of war damage? ‘The Chilterns’ by
Kevin Fitzgerald has much more recognisable
photographs. This book from 1972 tells us that in
High Wycombe ‘there are said to be 138 factories in
the town making every kind of furniture for home
and export’. So this is another book to make us
think how much has changed, as does ‘The
Buckinghamshire Landscape’ by Michael Reed.
Illustrated with good photographs, maps and
diagrams, the book begins with the earliest
landscapes and finishes in the twentieth century
just before publication in 1979.
Two books are recent in date and bring us back to
really local history. The first will surely appeal to
all local cricket lovers. The ‘History of Cricket in
Chesham and local villages’ by Roger Cook is
packed with old photographs, cricket teams and
scores and many familiar local names. Look for the
sections on Buckland and St Leonards CC and
Hawridge and Cholesbury CC which includes the
photograph on the right, taken over 100 years ago.
The second is ‘The History of The Lee’, a small
book based on a series of articles published in The
Lee Newsletter. One of the contributors is Mike
Senior with an article on the part that men from
The Lee played in the First World War. So you
could borrow this to get a short ‘taster’ of the talk
he will give to the Local History Group next year.

‘Librarian’s Choice’ this year has to be ‘Memories
of Jordans and the Chalfonts and the Early Friends
in the Chiltern Hundreds’. The pages are yellowing
and on the fly leaf is written very faintly ‘R.
Reynolds Fox from W.F. and I.B.L. Lucas 1895’. It
must have been a very up to the minute gift
because this book by W.H. Summers was only
published in 1895. In the Preface, the author
explains that he spent eleven years in Beaconsfield
as pastor in the Congregational Church. He had
been urged to write the book by members of The
Society of Friends because they had seen his series
of articles written during 1891 and 1892 for the
Middlesex and Bucks Advertiser. The chapter
headings such as ‘How Thomas Ellwood became a
Quaker’, ‘William Penn at Rickmansworth’, ‘The
Last Storms of Persecution’ give a good lead in to
each part as they relate the story of the Quakers in
our area. It has wonderful details of life and
customs in the seventeenth century and is a
surprisingly good and lively read.
Members may borrow any books from the History
Group Library. Just remember to write your name
and the book title in the folder when you take one
and cross out the entry when you return it. There is
no special time limit for borrowing but the list does
get checked to see if any have been away from
home for a particularly long period.

The latest Library List will be emailed to members
early in the season and a few paper copies will be
available. There will continue to be a selection of
books from the Library at meetings subject to the
Librarian’s weight-lifting ability. So do look at the
list and call me on 01494 758460 if you want to see
a particular book. We are always pleased to get
suggestions for new titles or areas of interest. The
Book Sale will appear less often this season. We
hope to gather in a good mixture to bring from
time to time. So please continue to bring books for
sale to any meeting or ask us to collect them. All
topics and titles are welcome and do not need to be
about history.
Paddy Thomas

The not so Good, the more often Bad, and the pretty damn Ugly
It has been customary to record the exploits of our
local heroes, such as David Newton of Trafalgar
fame, or John Gilbert who went up the Zambezi
with Livingstone. However to properly reflect the
lives of those living in the Hilltop Villages in the
19th Century there is a case from time to time, to
include something about those whose reputations
were the result of less savoury activities.
Last year we featured the Rev William Day, Rector
of St. Mary’s Hawridge whose notoriety came to
the fore due to his assaults on people due to
drunkenness. Neither his appearances in front of
magistrates, nor a suspension from the diocese,
prevented his imprisonment in 1851 in Aylesbury
Gaol. Built in 1845 it remained a county gaol until
the 1890s when it became an institution housing
female prisoners and is still in operation today.

A small sample of prison records was published a
while back by the Buckinghamshire Records Office
and is available on their website. Very recently the
Buckinghamshire Family History Society has
completed transcribing records and scanning
photographs from those Prison Receiving and
Chaplains' Character reference books that have
survived to the present day.
The records of those incarcerated provide an
insight into the crimes and sentences meted out to
those who lived in these villages. In all some 30
people either born or resident in the four Hilltop
Villages have been identified. Some individuals
appear more than once due to repeat offences and
there are several examples of criminal activity
within the same family.
The most common offence was stealing, followed
by assaults, drunkenness, poaching and trespass.
Other offences included damage to property and
being absent without leave from military service.
Even the shortest periods of incarceration of 7-21
days, typically for being ‘drunk and riotous’ were
accompanied by a requirement to undertake hard
labour. Perhaps recognising the hardships families
faced at this time, magistrates appear to be more
lenient over the theft of vegetables, fowl or bacon
compared to stealing money, timber or straw (a
valuable commodity when used for straw plaiting).

Caught poaching you could expect detention for 30
days, whilst trespassers, who were apprehended
probably in pursuit of game, received longer
sentences of up to two months, possibly aimed at
deterring the activity. The longest sentences, of
between six months and one year, were given for
more serious cases of stealing, receiving stolen
goods or to punish the persistent recidivists.
Individuals could be confined ‘for want of
sureties’. In other words if they had been found
guilty of an offence, such as threatening behaviour;
a sum could be paid into court as a guarantee of
good behaviour and avoiding gaol. Unsurprisingly,
being unable to fulfil this obligation they faced
imprisonment for at least 90 days.
One example was Elijah Wellings, a hawker of
combs, laces and razors, from Cholesbury who in
October 1859 was sentenced to one month for
“resisting a police constable in the execution of his
duties”. Having only just been released for two
weeks he was clearly so aggrieved about his
previous incarceration that he sought revenge and
was imprisoned for 12 months for “threatening to
shoot a Police Constable and to burn his house,”
having been unable “for want of sureties” to be
bound over to keep the peace.
Levi Gates, an agricultural
labourer, from Cholesbury
was found guilty in 1893
of receiving stolen goods.
He served a sentence of 12
months hard labour, a
harsher
than
average
sentence, the consequence
of 8 previous convictions
for trespass, poaching and
stealing bacon.
Job Gurney, an agricultural
labourer, born in Hawridge and
living at the time in Wigginton
was sentenced to 12 months
hard labour in 1872 for sheepstealing. His younger brother,
James was found guilty with
him.
Both
had
previous
convictions for poaching.
The records of the 30 local people provide a sober
reminder of how social deprivation in the 19th
Century could wreak havoc on a rural community.
I am grateful to Brian Horridge, for his research of the
Buckinghamshire FHS prisoner database, which is now
available to purchase as a DVD at www.bucksfhs.org.uk
Chris Brown

2012 – 2013 PROGRAMME
produced by George Cobby
FRIDAY, 5 OCTOBER
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

JOHANNES GUTENBERG AND THE STORY OF PRINT

FRIDAY, 2 NOVEMBER
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

TALKING TO THE WALLS: LATIMER IN WORLD WAR 2

FRIDAY, 7 DECEMBER
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

MOATS, MOTTES AND CASTLES IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

FRIDAY, 4 JANUARY
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

THE LEE IN WORLD WAR 1

FRIDAY, 1 FEBRUARY
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

LOCAL BRICKMAKING

FRIDAY, 1 MARCH
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

HORNBLOWER’S NAVY

FRIDAY, 5 APRIL
8.00pm for 8.15pm
Cholesbury Village Hall

LIFE AND DEATH IN A ROMAN VILLA

FRIDAY, 3 MAY
7.30pm sharp
Cholesbury Village Hall

AGM followed by AMERSHAM IN HERTFORDSHIRE

Peter Balding started as an apprentice hand compositor in the 1950s, has worked in
the industry for over 40 years, and is a popular and knowledgeable speaker.
Colin Oakes, one of our regular speakers, returns with yet another intriguing
subject made all the more compelling by his unique and theatrical story-telling.
Mike Farley is a former Buckinghamshire County Archaeologist who has gained
national renown as an expert on Saxon and Medieval England.
Mike Senior lives locally in The Lee and is a local historian and author of a recently
published book “No Finer Courage” about the impact of WW1 on his village.
Jim Matthews is a third generation representative of the family that has been
making bricks in nearby Bellingdon since 1923.
Paul Chamberlain is a scientist, historian and author on the Napoleonic era. He is
welcomed back to dissect the facts from the fiction in the portrayal of naval heroes.

Dr Jill Eyers is Director of Chiltern Archaeology, a professional geologist and an

experienced lecturer on the Stone Age, the Romans, Fossils and Volcanoes.

Julian Hunt is another old friend and one of our most popular speakers. He is a
freelance lecturer and writer of several books about Buckinghamshire’s history.

MEMBERSHIP: ADULTS £8.00 pa. JUNIORS (those below the minimum school leaving age) FREE

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME: £3.00 PER MEETING
Coffee, Tea and Biscuits are served and a collection is taken

Local History Group Committee
Chairman & Editor:
Dep. Chair / Librarian:
Treasurer:
Acting Secretary:
Archivist:
Programme Secretary:

Mr Chris Brown, Rays Hill Farm, Rays Hill, Braziers End, HP5 2UJ
Mrs Paddy Thomas, Cherry Orchards, Cholesbury Common, HP23 6ND
Mr Richard Leat, Leyland Barn, Bottom Road, St Leonards, HP23 6LJ
Mrs Pat Lindsey, 2 Willow End, Weston Turville, HP22 5RY
Mrs Shirley Blomfield, Chambers Green Farm, St Leonards, HP23 6NP
Mr George Cobby, 188 Amersham Way, Little Chalfont, HP6 6SF

localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com

Information

01494
01494
01494
01296
01494
01494

758890
758460
758784
612322
758314
762954

www.cholesbury.com

If you would like to receive periodic updates and reminders of forthcoming LHG meetings and other events,
please contact us on the email address above left, or include your email address on your Membership Renewal
Form. You can also find local history articles and copies of past Newsletters on the LHG website above right.

Help at Meetings
Thank you very much to everyone who helped ‘behind the scenes’ during the last season. The teams who helped
with serving tea and coffee, and then did the washing up, merit a special 'thank you'. Of course, now I need to ask
for volunteers for the new season starting in October, so please get in touch if you can come early and set out the
chairs, or would like to volunteer with serving tea and coffee. Assistance with tidying up at the end is always
very welcome too. If you can help at the first meeting, please let me know.
Paddy Thomas (01494 758460)

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Exhibition - 60 Royal Years 1952 - 2012
The LHG decided to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee
with an exhibition. A request went round for
personal recollections or memorabilia of Royalty or
Royal occasions in the last sixty years. We
wondered if and what would come and when but,
at last, they began to arrive. With the memories
came photographs, often faded and mostly black
and white, gently ageing invitations, newspaper
cuttings, scrapbooks, programmes, medals, coins,
and books. There were mugs, pots, and plates, a
garden party hat, and even a school cap and a
camera. The memories were sometimes moving,
often funny, and always interesting. They proved
to be a real challenge to display. The displays
began to take shape but we began to wonder if
anyone would come to see them.

start a trip ‘down memory lane’ or
cause a chuckle. A display from the
LHG archives showed programmes,
photographs, posters and a rosette
from previous celebrations, including
the special bricks presented to the
children in 2002 and 2012. Close by
was a newly completed kneeler from
St Leonard’s Church and two made for the Gold
and Silver Jubilees. Alongside, was the only
painting in the Exhibition, ‘The Fire at Windsor,
November 20th 1992’ by Ron Evens. (See Archivist’s
Report). When most visitors had finished looking
at photographs, reading memories, meeting friends
and chatting they went out to join what turned out
to be quite a sociable, jolly Jubilee Tea Party.

It was a weekend full of so many events to attract
the public. We need not have worried, even the
weather kept dry on the day and well over 200
visitors came. They found Cholesbury Village Hall
dressed all over with bunting, with bright gazebos
set up outside for tea and cakes. Inside the Hall it
was just as bright and cheerful with red, white, and
blue cloths, flags and bunting. Tables and display
screens round the room were filled with things to

The History Group is grateful to everyone who lent
precious things or helped to: plan, set up, make
cakes, serve teas, or steward the exhibits. Maureen
Newall was there for all those things and we are
glad to remember her as she was on that very
happy day. We also want to thank all those who
wrote memories for the day. You will find a
selection included within the Newsletter.
Paddy Thomas

******************************************************************************
Our Next Door Neighbour
History is our next-door neighbour. I must have
been aged seven when this was first brought home
to me by my teacher who said that the Romans
once sailed up the nearby River Lea. I have been
looking for Romans and others ever since. I never
cease to be amazed to discover that even distant
events often have a connection that virtually brings
them to our doorstep, and I am also conscious of
this when planning each year’s programme of
guest speakers.
Johannes Gutenberg in the city of Mainz may seem
far from local, until we come to the production of
paper, and those of us who visited Frogmore last
summer found ourselves at the heart of it. Mike
Farley’s subject spans an extensive period of local
military history, and later warfare is studied locally
by Mike Senior and Colin Oakes. Back to my
Romans, who moved away from the River Lea to
Hambleden as Jill Eyers will tell us.
Since our ‘discovery’ of Trafalgar Royal Marine
David Newton and our very entertaining Trafalgar
Bicentenary, we have enjoyed a number of talks
focussing on that period. Paul Chamberlain returns
this time to compare the TV and cinema’s versions,
notably led by Horatio Hornblower (aka Ioan
Gruffudd) and Jack Aubrey (aka Russell Crowe),

with the realities of Nelson’s Navy. Nelson himself
has been featured on film over a dozen times since,
incredibly, 1897. However, with an eye to the boxoffice plus the problems and expense of staging
realistic sea battles, film makers have preferred to
home in on Nelson’s love affair with Emma. The
best known of these films was Alexander Korda’s
Academy Award-winning “Lady Hamilton” of
1941 starring Hollywood’s favourite heartthrobs of
the day, Laurence Olivier and Vivien Leigh. It was
well-received by audiences and critics. Winston
Churchill, ever keen to promote derring-do,
declared it to be his favourite film, claiming that its
effect on morale was the equal of four army
divisions.
American officialdom thought otherwise. Firstly,
the film’s title had to be changed to “That Hamilton
Woman!” Note the exclamation mark, she was
obviously no lady. Secondly, new dialogue had to
be added to underline the suffering caused the
lovers by their adulterous ‘romance’. Finally, the
United States Senate declared the film to be no
more than British propaganda, and subpoenaed
Alexander Korda, Alfred Hitchcock and Charlie
Chaplin to appear before them on suspicion of
being linked with British intelligence services.
George Cobby

Among the Chilterns
Extract from an article by Scottish Poet James Davidson found by David Ridgwell. Published: The Glasgow Herald 1893.
The road to Hastoe led past a farm, where a black,
long-snouted sow assumed a defiant attitude,
snorting among her farrow, eight little shining
pigs. One of them, a burly youngster, moving his
nostrils at a prodigious rate, ran away from his
mother into a horse-pond inhabited by two grey
geese. Speechless with indignation, the geese rose
up from where they floated, stood in the mud on
their tiptoes, stretched out their necks, and flapped
their wings. The adventurous pigling, undismayed,
nuzzled about in the water at the brink of the pond,
until one of the geese, struck at him with her bill.
At that he turned his curly tail and fled to his
mother, squealing for sympathy; but she refused to
pet him, and he retired to a corner to sulk. Cows
lay basking in the sun in a paddock at hand, under
the apparent superintendence of a meditative
donkey; and a little further on a cornfield, marked
here and there with sacks of soot, sloped up the
hill.
The itinerant here met a tall man, of between 50
and 60 years old, in his shirt sleeves, and wearing a
straw hat; he limped a little, and carried a stick in
one hand and a basket of eggs in the other. “Good
morning. That’s soot in these sacks, isn’t it?” said
the itinerant. “Yes,” replied the other, “I pay 2s 6d
for each of these sacks, master; and three-ha’pence
for sowing them, every one costs me, besides beer
to the men.” It was the farmer himself, goodnatured, shrewd, with a cast of countenance
indicating originality of character; so unlike a
Scotchman, for he volunteered all that information
about the soot in reply to the itinerant’s assertive
question as to its being soot or no. “I suppose soot’s
good for corn,” said the itinerant. “A power of
good,” replied the farmer. “What does it do to the
corn?” “It’s good for it; it’s a manure, you know – a
kind of artificial manure. I think soot’s a splendid
manure – the best artificial manure. Ten sacks an
acre is a very good dressing; eight sacks a fair
dressing; I give about nine.” “How does the
weather please you?” “Well, I think we’d be the
better of rain.”
But the itinerant was not to have all the questions.
“You’re not from these parts,” said the farmer.
“No, I’m a Scotchman. Have you any Scotchmen
about here?” “No, not about here; but towards
Luton way some Scotch farmers came twenty years
ago, and they’ve managed to stop, which we
English farmers can’t do.” “Oh! How is that;
superior thrift?” “Well, no; we’re thrifty enough.
But we stick to our old ways, and they’ve gone into
milk, and that pays best beside a railway.” He was

a pleasant, odd, shrewd farmer, with only a slight
accent, no dialect, and a Yankee-like inflection at
the end of his sentences. The itinerant was at
Hastoe before he knew it. Asking a rustic the way
thither, he was told he was there; all that he saw
was three roads and two houses. The rustic
couldn’t understand the itinerant’s desire to go
over hill; the road was cut up and bad, he said; and
it was only by dragging it out of him that the
itinerant received instructions how to follow the
hill path to Wendover. Past a cottage where a holly
full of scarlet berries rubbed branches with an
apple tree all one faint blush of blossom, through a
pleasant wood of larches and young beeches where
no wind blew, he came to a cherry tree waving its
branches like censers, and scattering on the air its
bitter-sweet incense. Further on a copper, tended
by an old man, boiled and bubbled in an outhouse
above a roaring fire of brushwood. And still no
cloud in the sky; only the brilliant sun, the tireless
larks, the gorgeous weather.
It was now past two, and the itinerant had eaten
nothing since eight o’clock; so instead of going on
through the wood, as soon as he reached a
highway he looked about him for an inn. He found
a hedge tavern, on which a ticket announced that
the tenant was “licensed to sell beer by retail to be
consumed on or off the premises.” The premises
consisted of a but-and-ben, and in the kitchen he
found a seat, and made a sixth with the company
already assembled. The ale-wife, old and bent, but
smiling pleasantly, was at her own meal of coffee
and bread and butter. An old man, two lads, and a
schoolboy were eating bread and cheese or
smoking and drinking ale. Attacking the contents
of his satchel, and with a pint of the goodwife’s ale,
the itinerant started a conversation about the
weather.
Much of what was said in reply to his remarks he
failed to make out. The rustics seemed very
reluctant to use their jaws for any purpose except
eating; when they spoke, opening their mouths,
they left them ajar, and allowed their tongues to
wag in maimed words and an unknown dialect. A
young man in velveteens entered, sat a little while,
made some civil remarks in a recognisable tongue,
and went away with a graybeard full of beer.
“What does he do?” asked the itinerant when he
had gone. “He’s an underkeeper,” said the frankest
of the rustics. “He’s my brother,” he added. The
itinerant then asked them to take beer with him,
which they did.
(continued on next page)

Among the Chilterns
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They all talked better after it. One of them had been
in London, and never wanted to go back. Byford
Hill and Aston Hill were the names of two of the
Chilterns; and “Byford was the biggest hill in
England” – England consisting of this hedgetavern, a church, a parsonage, a school-house,
called together St Leonard’s, and the neighbouring
hundred. But this was the very information the
itinerant wanted, and having been instructed how
to reach “the highest hill in England,” he resumed
the way. He had found it unnecessary to go to
Tring; he had given up all hopes of reaching
Risborough; and by taking a wrong turning
somewhere he came out on the top, not of Byford,
but of Aston Hill. A second and older man in
velveteens told him where he was, and pointed out
Halton Towers, Mentmore, and Waddesdon, the

mansions of Mr Alfred de Rothschild, of Lord
Rosebery, and of Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild.
Wendover was still a mile and a half away, and the
footpath lay through the grounds of Halton
Towers, a charming walk all down hill, but the
itinerant cares not much for such well-groomed
policies. He might catch a train for Baker Street at
Wendover; so he hurried on. He still watched the
sky and the land – the moon clearer and keener as
the sun left it behind; Buckinghamshire and the
horn of Hertford spread out before him. He saw
that in the shade the young green of the corn gave
the chalky soil a mauve colour; he startled two
thrushes busy nest-building in a low hedge; and he
arrived in Wendover in plenty of time to get some
tea before the train left.

60 Royal Years 1952 – 2012 Memory
Audrey Hughes only saw the Queen in the distance at a Royal Garden Party. She was with a Cyclists’ Touring
Club group who ‘in true hungry cyclist’s manner were soon enjoying dainty sandwiches, tasty cakes and iced
coffee’. Audrey sent along the hat and gloves she wore. As she said ‘The hat, gloves and I still survive’.

Sent to Boarstall!
Anyway I digress, the main reason for the outing
was to visit Boarstall Tower which is a Grade 1
Listed Building dating from the early 14 th Century.
The Tower was built by John de Haudlo as a
defensive gatehouse to fortify his mansion. The
mansion, or manor house, which was demolished
in 1778, never seemed to be very palatial and
indeed excavations in the gardens behind the
Tower prove that the remaining Tower was and is
the most impressive building of the area. One of
the delights of this comparatively unsung National
Trust gem is that it’s of a size that can be enjoyed in
an afternoon, compared to the cultural overload of
other nearby National Trust edifices which require
repeat visits. Our group of 24 were split up into 3
to facilitate the guided tour of the Tower, the other
2 sub-groups whilst waiting their turn visited the
gardens and the nearby church.

The tower is approached via a brick bridge over the
moat (still containing water). It’s fascinating that
not only has the access changed from a drawbridge
and then a fixed wooden bridge, but also the

(continued from page 1)
Tower has over the centuries been changed and
improved for different purposes. Originally a
gatehouse, it was extended in the 17 th Century, the
roof was raised and the windows enlarged, to
create a hunting lodge / banqueting pavilion.

It was part of a garrison during the Civil War and
was clearly well built to withstand sieges and
battles between 1644 and 1646. The Tower became
a home in 1925 when the carriageway running
through the middle of the Tower was enclosed and
further accommodation was constructed by roofing
over the connecting kennel yard.
The most impressive room in the Tower is the
upper floor banqueting chamber which was used
as a music room by the first resident and is still
used to seat 80 people for chamber music concerts
held by the National Trust. The tour included
climbing the spiral stairs to the roof, which is
clearly in good condition having been re-leaded in
recent years.
(continued on next page)

Sent to Boarstall!
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The view from the roof provides an impressive
panorama of the gardens, the encompassing moat,
the adjacent Tower Farmhouse and the
surrounding countryside. The M40 nearby has
more of a presence, certainly audibly, than the long
lost Bernwood Forest.
Our visit to the church was an additional treat.
There’s been a place of worship there since the 12th
Century, but the Royalists demolished the church
during the Civil War, for it to be re-built, somewhat
smaller than before, by Boarstall’s owner in 1663
using much of the original stone. Strangely the
road to the church which used to run between it
and the Tower gardens was re-aligned in it’s
present route, again in the 17th Century.
After a stroll around the
garden we gathered on the
patio at the rear of the
Tower for a short talk by
Rob Dixon, who leases the
Tower from the NT. Rob is
a
veritable
mine
of
information on the Tower
and Boarstall village and his
enthusiasm for the subject
certainly helped cement our
enjoyment of the visit. Rob
is the author of the Boarstall
Tower written guide and
extensive website.
At the beginning of the article I mentioned we were
following in the path of several characters from
history that were connected to Boarstall. Charles I
and his elder son (later Charles II) visited during
the Civil War and Prince Rupert of the Rhine
(nephew of Charles I), who was a successful
soldier, heading the cavalry at the age of 23, was
very involved in the battles around Boarstall. The
Aubrey family inherited Boarstall in the 17 th
Century and it was Sir John Aubrey who
demolished Boarstall House in 1778 when their
only child died aged 6, believing that his death was
caused by witchcraft and that the house was
therefore evil. Boarstall Tower enjoyed happier
times in the last century when it was visited by
Vivien Leigh and Laurence Oliver, who used to
rehearse in the Banqueting Chamber.
Before moving on I must praise the three National
Trust volunteers who did such an excellent job
guiding us around. In particular, I would also like
to record all our thanks to John Waller who
splendidly whetted our appetite for Boarstall by his
talk at our May meeting and was instrumental in

ensuring we had a well-organised and very special
visit to Boarstall Tower.

As a postscript and noting that the afternoon was
one of the few warm, sunny events of the summer,
several of the Group went along to the nearby
Boarstall Duck Decoy, also now owned by the
National Trust. Duck decoys, which are designed
for catching ducks for the pot, probably originated
in Holland and this one was constructed, yes
you’ve guessed it, in the 17th Century, my they
were busy back then! So for the uninitiated, a duck
decoy is a lake leading from which are curving
tapering ditches, known as “pipes”. Over each pipe
is a series of hoops, which diminish in size as the
pipe tapers, with netting over the hoops. On the
outside of the curve of the pipe, for two-thirds of
it’s length are overlapping screens, OK that’s the
explanation, but you probably need to visit one to
understand!

Next, how to catch your duck. Apparently there are
two methods, feeding, where the decoyman walks
behind the screen throwing food so the ducks
follow and eventually become trapped at the end
of the pipe. The Dutch dogs are Kooikerhondje,
which are like a small spaniel and slightly resemble
(to a duck) a fox. The dog appears between a gap in
the screens and the curious ducks approach it. The
dog then appears at the next gap along the pipe so
the ducks follow and then so on until they are
trapped at the end of the pipe. Bingo! Roast duck
again.
Richard Leat

From “Our Beginnings” up to the first 25 Years…
For some of those living in these villages in the
1960s there was a growing anxiety that the rural
idyll they had enjoyed was under threat from
unbridled housing development and a noticeable
increase in speeding traffic. The debate over a ‘new
city’ in rural north Bucks, later to become Milton
Keynes, must have only added to these fears. (The
concern to conserve or preserve was, no doubt, a
factor in the formation of other local societies in the
Sixties - the Buckland Common Residents
Association, and the Hawridge and Cholesbury
Commons Preservation Society.)

At the first recorded get-together in January 1963,
mentioned in the Chairman’s Introduction, those
present had agreed their purpose and chosen the
title ‘Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Local History
Group’ reflecting their mutual objectives. A minute
records that Miss M.G. Phillips gave a progress
report of work done so far which included taking
photographs of the Iron Age Fort, brickfields,
churches and pubs.
A working committee was formed and officer roles
allocated, including General Money as Chairman
and photographer. Meeting again in February they
organised an ‘open meeting’ at which local people
were invited to a presentation of old photographs:
notable houses, villages scenes, and some
unknown locals, which the audience enjoyed
putting names to - an exercise not unfamiliar to our
present-day Archivist! It was the success of this
meeting that encouraged the founder members to
forge ahead, identifying areas for research and
suitable topics for talks. At an April committee
meeting cash in hand was reported at £17 1s. 11d.
Areas for research were confirmed and a
programme of talks and speakers identified.

(continued on from Chairman’s Introduction)

tour of the Camp. In July, the renowned local
historian Arnold Baines spoke on local place
names. Subscriptions had been set at five shillings
and 47 members had signed up. At the first AGM,
in January 1964, General Money was elected
Chairman and a programme of eight talks was
confirmed. In those days all meetings took place at
Cholesbury Village Hall. Archaeology talks were
popular, though there was an intriguing
presentation by an anaesthetist on the history of
medical science illustrated with absorbing slides!
The 1966 AGM saw Miss Evelyn Grosstephan (later
to become Mrs Money) become responsible for
supervising refreshments. In 1967 the highlight was
Edward Newmark, another of the founding
members, who spoke with much enthusiasm about
the history of toys. The 1967 AGM minutes record
General Money becoming the Group’s first
President with Miss Phillips taking over as
Chairman. That year a project was commenced to
compile ‘a window’ on the Hilltop Villages of the
Chilterns, from which a book of that title would
emerge, written by committee member David Hay
and his wife Joan.
Having recently researched the life history of the
villager Claire Loewenfeld, I was interested to see
she gave a talk on the use of herbs in medicine and
cooking. Not for the last time, the meeting
scheduled for January 1968 had to be cancelled due
to heavy snow! The AGM minutes for 1968 records
the bank account balance stood at £39 16s 1d. This
sum was rapidly put to good use purchasing a
slide projector. The tradition of summer outings
started about this time with visits to Pitstone
Museum and the Russell
Chapel at Chenies. The
Committee decided that
subscriptions would be
gathered each October and
the AGM moved from
February to April/May.

The first such talk, on 3rd May, was given by Miss
Alison Young on Iron Age Hillforts, preceded by a

Research for the Hilltop
Villages book was a major
focus
at
committee
meetings. The May 1969
AGM was the first meeting
to be held at St Leonards.
(continued on next page)

60 Royal Years 1952 – 2012 Memory
At school at Bishop’s Stortford College, 13 year old John Garner got an unexpected three-day holiday for the
Coronation. He recalls facing the ‘worrying prospect of a daunting railway journey via Liverpool Street and St
Pancras to Sheffield Victoria’. The blue school cap he wore was hung near to his ‘memory’ in the exhibition.

From “Our Beginnings” up to the first 25 Years…
Bert Gomm took over as Chairman and it was also
the first time a display was put on, with a selection
of rural crafts). Later
that year the Group
welcomed its first, and
so far only, Knight of
the Realm, when Sir
Harry Verney spoke
about his family. 1970
was a busy year for the
Group
for
various
reasons.
Bobbin winder and lace pickings
The Membership that
year stood at 73. Hitherto members had received
‘reminder cards’, delivered a week before each
meeting. Going forward this practice would cease,
as a published programme would be sent out in
September and January! There were two summer
outings that year, to Ashridge College and Stowe.
The Committee also decided in future to alternate
meetings between the two Halls and set the time of
meetings at 8 for 8.15pm. There were also
discussions expressing concerns about: the new
Conservation Area for sections of Hawridge and
Cholesbury, the building proposals for H&C
School, and the establishment of a preservation
area around the Camp. The year ended with a wellattended meeting to hear about progress on the
forthcoming book by David and Joan Hay which
was to be published in early 1971.
In September 1972 the committee undertook a
review of the Group’s activities and how to interest
more people in becoming members. Most
significant was the decision to compile a record of
items kept for the Group by General Money and
seeking to organise the assortment of photographs
and documents to form a collection. The collection
would also be expanded through an active
programme of gathering existing pictures from
members and taking photos of important
buildings. Moving on to October 1972 there was an
interesting account of a visit to the Tunnel Cement
Works near Pitstone. Particular interest by the
party was focussed on the use of televisions and
computers to control the process and the fossils on
display discovered during excavations at the site.
The outing concluded with a stop-off at Pitstone
Museum. Also of note that season was a very wellreceived talk given by the curator of the Lords’
Museum on the history of Cricket. Committee

(continued from previous page)

discussions in both 1972 and ’73 had concerned the
need to increase membership numbers and to
improve the publicity of events through a ‘poster
campaign’.
From the outset speakers had given their talks for
free and were entertained to a meal by the
Committee. In 1973, also the year of the ‘oil crisis’
when petrol prices shot up, the Committee
discussed paying a fee to speakers and there is a
quaint note beside one speaker’s name – “suggest a
guinea.” In December ’73 the speaker referred to
the opportunities afforded to archaeological
excavations by the construction of the M40 between
the Stokenchurch Gap and Wheatley. There’s a
note from March 1974 confirming the Group’s
support for two commemorations: H&C School’s
Centenary and the Parish Council’s 40th
anniversary “Beating of the Bounds”.

A talk that year entitled Recent Archaeological
Developments is of particular relevance as it was
given by Michael Farley, the first of several
bookings with us, the latest of which, some 38
years on, is in December this year! In 1975,
subscriptions were increased for the first time since
1963, to 30p. There was debate around this time on
how to encourage more villagers to become
members. Should the balance of talks be on the
history of the immediate area, or on history of
national importance? Not the last time that was to
be debated.
From 1969 meetings had been held alternately at
each hall but gradually St Leonards hosted the
majority of meetings. From the 1977-78 season the
custom was established that the first and last
meeting each season took place at Cholesbury and
those in between at St Leonards. The 1977 AGM
minutes reveal members’ concerns that installing a
roadside directional sign to the Camp might lead
to irreparable damage to the ramparts. Instead a
sign was erected at the entrance to the church. The
outing that year was a guided walk to Old
Amersham.
(continued on next page)

60 Royal Years 1952 – 2012 Memory
Charles Firth’s photographs of his encounters with the Queen showed her in less spectacular and more
workmanlike guise. One was a visit to Gillingham Business Park and another was the opening of a new
shopping centre in Bolton. Charles was Development Manager for the company involved in both projects.

From “Our Beginnings” up to the first 25 Years…
As part of the parish’s celebrations for the Queen’s
Silver Jubilee, the LHG put on an exhibition of local
“bygones.” In 1978 two outings took place, the first
to Leeds Castle, the second to Milton Keynes. It
was just 15 years since the Group was formed and
in that time MK new town had progressed from
politicians’ rhetoric to a rapidly expanding
conurbation.
The committee discussed whether “the effects of
the last war” might offer an interesting subject to
attract the younger generation born after 1945. The
most important announcement at the 1978 AGM
was the recent marriage of General Money and
Miss Grosstephan. The minutes record that “this
news was received with great pleasure.” Other
notable business was the election of Mrs Patricia
Thomas to the Committee! Annual subscriptions
were increased to 40p.
1979 saw the decision to purchase a
new projector and make summer
outings to Notley Abbey and
Wealden House, Haddenham.
Also notable was the first
minuted use of the term ‘archive’
to describe the Group’s collection,
which was put on show to
members in October.

(continued from previous page)

subscriptions to £1. Mr Horace Brackley, a
founding committee member, who had been
responsible for finding speakers offering
interesting topics for almost 30 years, handed the
Programme Secretary’s baton to Paddy Thomas.
Summer outings were to Broughton Castle, the
Open Air Museum, and The Lee Old Church.
1983 saw some enthralling talks; on the history of
the Sporting Shotgun and the Pre-history of the
Pike! The first of what would develop into a
Members’ Evening was also held with an eclectic
range of short talks. Summer 1983 saw outings to
Old Amersham and Berkhamsted Castle. At the
1984 AGM Mrs B Nickalls, who had been the
Secretary since 1963, stood down and food and
wine was served for the first time. Members visited
Butser Ancient Farm. A feature for 1985 was a talk
on Family History, reflecting the increasing
popularity of the subject. Summer outings were to
Littlecote Roman Villa and Lacey
Green Windmill.
At the 1985 AGM the Chairman
paid tribute to the late General
Money, for his outstanding
contribution to the Group. Also the
first recorded mention was made
of the famous “Black Box”
containing the archives. Shortly
after Evelyn Money was appointed
the Group’s first Archivist. In 1986
George Cobby took over the
Programme
Secretary’s
role.
Subscriptions were increased to £2
from the 1987-8 season.

Mr George Cobby gets a first
mention at the 1980 AGM.
Having stepped in as cover for
the Treasurer he then presided
over an increase of subscriptions
General Money
to 50p. November’s talk about the
history of the Aylesbury Duck
stood out as a highlight of that year. The 1981 AGM
At the 1988 AGM Mrs Shirley Blomfield joined the
heard that with increasing costs funds were very
Committee when Horace Brackley stood down
low and there was a reliance on the generosity of
after 25 years service. The penultimate talk of 1988
speakers. In September 1981 the committee
was, “The Channel Tunnel”, the construction of
resolved to appoint a Librarian to look after the
which had only recently commenced. How
growing number of books and magazines. In
poignant that the talk inaugurating the formation
January 1982 ‘snow and impassable lanes’ caused
of the Group was about the iconic structures of the
the cancellation of another meeting. At the 1982
Iron Age, and one marking the conclusion of the
AGM, with membership levels having fallen to 59,
first twenty-five years was about an as yet to be
the financial position was described as ‘gloomy’
built iconic structure of the 20th Century.
Chris Brown
and members agreed to an increase of
(Part 2, covering the last 25 years of the Local History Group, will follow next year)

60 Royal Years 1952 – 2012 Memory
The Queen’s Coronation probably came top of the ‘memory’ chart along with souvenir publications, mugs,
tickets, medals and coins. A photograph of two little girls in white ankle socks and smart coats walking past a
guard at Buckingham Palace prompted Sandra Freeman to write 'I was very pleased with my new sandals, I
recall, and my sister was miffed because she didn't have them and had to wear her lace-ups'. Later on Sandra
remembers what 'must have been the Queen standing on the palace balcony in a very sparkly dress'.
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