if you’re worried about
market wobbles, here’s
our prescription.

Concerned about the recent volatility in the markets? Open an account with us and
we can help you stay on top of things. Online you’ll find research tools, news and
opinion that can help you diagnose what the market’s doing - then home in on shares
to buy or sell. And for a more personal prescription, there’s free expert advice that’s
only a phone call away. So, whilst shares can clearly go down as well as up and you
may not get back what you originally invested, click on share.com or call us now.
Because for market wobbles, we could be just what the doctor ordered.

www.share.com
0870 400 0217
The Share Centre, P.O. Box 2000, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 8ZB. The Share Centre is a member of the London Stock
Exchange and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority under reference 146768.

February & March 2007

W

e know you didn’t expect to be
hearing from us again but then
we never ever anticipated the
events of Friday 12th January! Who says
you can’t keep a secret in the Hilltops?
Nobody breathed a word. It was one of the
nicest surprises we’ve ever had. We didn’t
find it strange to see so many cars outside
Cholesbury Village Hall on a Friday night.
We did think it peculiar, if we were going
to the Full Moon for a ‘quiet supper’ that
Nick stopped the car and resisted any
instructions to keep moving. Then John
Horn suddenly appeared running.
Walking into a dark hall – and even then
the penny didn’t drop – we suddenly found
ourselves confronted by huge blow ups of
our front covers as the lights went on.
Surrounding us was just about everybody
who’s ever been part of Hilltop News with
glasses in their hands and tables laid with
gorgeous food. That would have been
enough in itself to celebrate the last four
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years. Instead it was just the beginning.
Listening to Ann Horn recap the history
of HN it seemed like no time at all since we
came into being. Now we have our
montage of front covers – complete with
dedication – and Liz Firth’s absolutely
beautiful baskets of spring flowers to add
to lots of happy memories and to remind
us of an astonishing evening.
Cumulatively, the effect was quite
overwhelming. Everyone had gone to so
much trouble. If we looked a little dazed
you can probably understand why!
With everyone’s kind words still ringing
in our ears all we can do is blow our noses
and say an enormous and heartfelt thank
you to everyone who worked so hard to
make it happen; in particular to Ann Horn
who masterminded it, Imogen Vallance and
Rosemary Pearce; to everyone who came
and made it such a brilliant evening and to
everyone who couldn’t come but was with
us in spirit.
What a send-off!
3

HILLTOP NEWS - THE NEW TEAM

T

his is the practical part. At the risk of
repeating ourselves: there will be
three major issues this year: April/
May edited by Lindsay Griffin;
August/September edited by Fletcher
Nicholson and December/January
which still needs an editor.
The intervening issues: February/March;
June/July; October/November won’t have
one. Basically these will simply contain the
Rota, the Vicar’s Letter, Church Matters,
news from the Societies, Parish and County
Council news. We’ve been very heartened
by the enthusiasm of Lindsay, Fletcher and
all the people we mention opposite.
Now the future of the Hilltop News is in
your hands!
Looking ahead, if anyone is already
thinking of any articles or has any
information they`d like to see included in
our April/May/Easter edition perhaps they`d
like to get in touch with me
Lindsay Griffin
If there are any keen photographers out
there who`d like to send me any
photographs on any subject that might
appeal to our readers – I`d be delighted to
see them.
Oliver Parsons.
Copy should be received by the 13th of March
for the April-May issue. Letters should ideally
run to no more than 200 words and articles to
about 700 words and material may sometimes
be edited for reasons of space.

4
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Anne Butterworth
Christine Haysom
Paula Angell
Kay Bass H & CHOL. SCHOOL . . . . . . . . . . . . .786016 kay.bass@tiscali.co.uk
Anne Butterworth CHURCH MATTERS . . . . .758700 anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk
Nick Butterworth TREASURER . . . . . . . . . . . .758700 nick.butterworth@btinternet.com
Lindsay Griffin APRIL/MAY EDITOR . . . . . . . .758440 lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk
Jim Hetherington WILDLIFE . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758836 mailbox@jimhetherington.plus.com
Ann Horn ADVERTISING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758250 annhorn43@aol.com
Bill Ingram THE PUBS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758258 ingramoldc@aol.com
Maureen Newall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758515
Fletcher Nicholson AUG EDITOR/AUDITOR .758366 fletcher.nicholson@virgin.net
Oliver Parsons FRONT COVERS & PHOTOS . .758694 oliver@parsons111.freeserve.co.uk
Rosemary Pearce DISTRIBUTION . . . . . . . . . .758334
John Phimister . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .01296 623425
Sally/Marcus Reynolds FARMING ISSUES . . .758548/758610
Michael Spark PRODUCTION . . . . . . . . . . . . .758882 mjbspark@googlemail.com
Imogen Vallance SOCIETIES ED//DEAR DIARY
PROOF READER . . . . . . . . .758552 imogen@ciders.fsnet.co.uk
James Watson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758914
Guy Williams SECRETARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .07973 189380
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL
2007 got off to a wet and
windy start. The
temperatures so far are
mild but the roads are
covered in debris from the
recent gales. Extra care is
needed at this time of year and I'm sure we
are all looking forward to Spring.
2006 was a successful year at County Hall.
The County Council is celebrating a strong
performance after a glowing appraisal by
the Audit Commission, which confirms that
public money is spent economically,
efficiently and effectively to achieve high
quality local services for our residents.
Nonetheless many local people have
been disappointed by the Council's decision
to reduce precautionary gritting on our
country roads this winter. I have done all
within my means to reverse the decision but
the Government's Resources Equalisation
Policy has seen £6 million diverted away
from Buckinghamshire's transport budget
this year. We will be striving to find the
necessary funds to grit more roads next
winter and ensure the safety of local
residents.
As I write, the County Council is faced
with two important decisions. The first is
their response to the Local Government
White Paper and the decision whether to

apply for Unitary status (combining County
and District Councils into one single
authority) or an enhanced two tier authority
(retaining County and District Councils
working more closely together).
The second decision is how we manage
our residual waste. By 2010 we expect to
recycle and compost 50% of our waste.
New Energy from Waste Processors re-uses
carbon to generate energy which can be fed
into the national grid as electricity or create
steam for local industry. This system will be
in use in Buckinghamshire by 2013 and will
be capable of reducing the amount of
rubbish we currently send to landfill by
75%, thus avoiding fines for exceeding our
permitted targets of £200/tonne.
May I wish the Hilltop News a successful
future and say how much I have appreciated
Anne's help and commitment.
Do please contact me if I can raise your
concerns at County Hall.
Tricia Birchley 01296 621138

D o yo u n e e d h el p wi t h
your

Ma ths or Ph ysic s
a t G CS E or A l e v e l ?
Experienced and Patient T utor
Competitive rates

Call Isobel Clark 758987
email : tutoring@cholesbury.com

6
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PARISH COUNCIL
Further to my previous comments about
winter gritting of roads, I discovered, quite
by chance, that the County Council has
removed St Leonards, Buckland Common
and part of Cholesbury from the winter
gritting list. The gritter will come up the
Vale, turn left into Rays Hill and left again
towards Bellingdon.

I

attended a “getting closer to
communities” meeting with the County
Council last night and complained strongly,
not only about the reduction in services (for
which we still pay) but that we were not told
about the reductions. It is interesting to
note that as a result of the 40 mph speed
limit in Jenkins Lane and Cholesbury Lane,
the bends are no longer classified as "bends"
for gritting route calculations and this is why
we no longer qualify for winter gritting.
Talking of speed limits you may
remember that the County Council promised
to review the new limits and directional
signs after twelve months and I have
reminded them that this is now overdue. It
seems they are awaiting a report from their
consultants and the Government has to
approve the new (smaller) cycle route signs.
And what of the replacement village entry
signs due in November? Apparently there
has been some delay while the design is
clarified. What about the old cast iron sign
in Chambers Green Lane? (you may recall the
County Council repaired it but it fell down
again). Good news! There is a meeting this
morning, 18th January to discuss this.
The Parish Council is pressing the County
Council to get a move on with this long
running project . You may be interested in
the following letter received from Bucks
County Council in October 1994!
“Dear Mr Renals (the then Clerk to
Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish Council)
I refer to your letter and our recent
Hilltop News

telephone conversation concerning the
location of the new St Leonards village
nameplate incorporating the “Please drive
carefully”
Unfortunately the new sign was located
at the same position as the old sign and not
resited as requested by the Parish Council.
However an instruction has been issued
for the sign assembly to a moved to a
position near to the Taylors Lane junction so
that motorists will observe the sign before
the entrance to Coppice Farm Park.Thank
you for bringing the matter to my
attention.”
Nothing really changes does it (well
maybe it does - the cost of that sign was £60
fully installed).
Parish Council Elections will be held in
May 2007. If you are interested in taking an
active role in improving life in our villages
you should consider standing for election.
The Parish Council comments on all planning
applications, gives financial support to
deserving causes in the villages and takes a
very active role in making sure the District
and County Councils carry out their
responsibilities. If you would like to hear
more details please contact me on 758567
and I will be happy to outline the
requirements and responsibilities. Even
better, come to the next meeting of the
Council on 26th February at St Leonards
Parish Hall.
David Clarke, Clerk to the Council
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TEA PARTIES

SPECIAL TREES AND
WOODS PROJECT

T

his January the Special Trees and
Woods Project, funded by the
Heritage Lottery Fund, celebrated its
first anniversary. For the past year, with
help from the public and a team of
volunteers, more than 80 special trees and
their stories have been recorded.
Liz Manley, project coordinator said
‘The Special Trees and Woods Project, has
got off to a great start! We are finding
special trees of all shapes and sizes, on
commons, in local parks, churchyards and
in the wider Chilterns countryside. Already
recorded are the Mushroom Tree, the Bus
Stop Tree, the Umbrella Tree, All Saint’s
Strawberry Tree and the Crucifix Tree, and
these are all in the Chilterns!’
Many are displayed on the interactive
map on the project website www.chilternsaonb.org/ special. Why not log
on and see if there is a special tree near you?
Liz Manley, Special Trees and Woods Project
www.chilternsaonb.org/special
01844 355 525, 07979 497 688

The Special Trees and Woods Project is part of
the Chiltern Woodlands Project, registered
charity number 1002512
8

The next Tea Parties to be held
in St Leonards Church Room open to everyone who would
like to come - are on
Wednesday 28th February and
Wednesday 28th March at 3
o’clock. Do let Anne Lake –
01296 620169 – know if you
would like a lift.
We look forward very much
to seeing you!

Race Night
FORGET AINTREE, EPSOM AND
NEWMARKET.
IT'S COMING TO YOU!
ST LEONARDS PARISH HALL
COMMITTEE INVITE YOU TO
AN EVENING OF RACING
SATURDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2007
7.30PM
TICKETS £5.00 EACH TO INCLUDE SUPPER
BAR PROVIDED, NO RAFFLE
BUY A HORSE FOR £5 - BE A WINNING OWNER!
CONTACT: ANN HORN 758250;
SHIRLEY BLOMFIELD 758314

Hilltop News
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CHOLESBURY CUM ST
LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY NEWS

LOCAL
HISTORY
GROUP

T

Local History Group are all to be given by

PHYSIOTHERAPY AT HOME
Chartered Domiciliary
Physiotherapist

The next three talks of the

he Horticultural Society has its usual
list of events scheduled for this year,
beginning with the Food and Wine
Evening later this month. Details of the
date and speaker are as advised in the
circular to members or as posted on the
village noticeboards. Please contact Diana
Garner 758347 if you wish to attend so that
we can cater accordingly.
The Spring Plant Sale and Supper in
May is always popular but we need to have
a good supply of plants to make this a
success so please sow an extra tray of seeds
with this in mind if you are able to, or
retain that spare clump of perennials that
you intend to split! Any plants not sold on
the evening will be handed on to the Plant
Stall at St Leonard’s Fete as usual.
As is customary, summer events include
an afternoon open garden with teas, where
both members and non-members can
attend, and a members-only evening open
garden. Information on these events will be
provided nearer to the dates. And, of
course, the highlight of the year for the
Society is the Annual Show, which this year
will be held on Saturday 1 September.
If you have not yet renewed your annual
subscription, please contact Diana Garner
on the above phone number. If you are not
already a member, membership costs only
£2 and benefits include the members-only
summer evening garden visit, reduced
charges for your show entries and discount
at several local garden centres. Members
are reminded to take their membership
cards with them for identification purposes
when making purchases from these
nurseries.

Liz Holroyd MCSP

old friends of the Society.

O

n Friday 2nd February there is the
chance to discover the original
location of, and what happened to
The Ten Cinemas of Chesham with local
author and historian Clive Foxell.
On Friday 2nd March John Credland, a
professional photographer, will be
providing us with amusing images,
observations and anecdotes in his talk
entitled The Madness of Photography.
Finally, on Friday 13th April (NB 2nd
Friday of the month) we will be learning a
whole new side to the story of Woburn
Abbey: the House and its Owners from
Christopher Gravett, Curator at Woburn .
All meetings are at St Leonards and start at
8.15 sharp. Non-members are welcome at
all our meetings, entry just £2 at the door.

Member of the Health Professions Council

Local, experienced physiotherapist now offering domiciliary physiotherapy for sports, spinal
and general injuries. Treatments available
include
Assessment & Advice
•

•
•
•

Mobilisation and Manipulation
Rehabilitation Exercises.
Electrotherapy

Registered with most major health insurers

Telephone 01494 757132

Chris Brown 758890

Anne Brown - Hort Soc Committee 758890
http://www.cholesbury.com/hortsoc.htm
10

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

11

W.H.A Upholstery
RE-UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
IN
ANTIQUE & MODERN FURNITURE
ALSO LOOSE COVERS

Free Estimates No Obligation

01494 862821 (Day)
01628 521210 (Evenings)
21 Haleacre Workshop, Watchet Lane
Little Kingshill, Great Missenden. HP16 0DR
12
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NATURE AND
WEATHER NOTES
The Hills Are Alive with the
Smells of Nature

2

006 proved to be yet another ‘warmest
year on record’. It was also amongst the
wettest in recent years with 30ins of
rain. 2007 has so far continued in much the
same vein - the outlook for February and
March is for above average rainfall and whilst
it will remain warmer than average for the
next few weeks, March will turn colder with
sharp winds forecast towards the end of the
month. Another consequence of the
increased rainfall over the past year has been
the rising water table. For the first time since
late 2005 there is water in the well and it is
increasing by five inches a day. After a series
of drought ridden years and assuming this
recovery continues, this is good news for
gardeners, farmers and wildlife.
Whilst humans may have the edge on
other animals regarding intellectual
capabilities (usually), when it comes to our
ability to use our senses we come a poor
second, not just to mammals but also to most
invertebrates. Take, for example, our sense of
smell. Yes, we can both appreciate the
perfume of bluebells in springtime and find
ourselves recoiling from the stinkhorn’s odour
of decay in late summer, but the extent of
our olfactory abilities is equivalent to viewing
the beauty of nature in black and white
without even the benefit of seeing shades of
grey. Meanwhile for many animals, odours
produced by both plants and animals,
including man, provide the equivalent of a
three-dimensional multicoloured world.
During the next two months many of the
animals we are familiar with in these parts
will emerge or stir from their winter rest.
These animals have a totally different view of
the Hilltop Villages from us. For example,
insects such as moths are able to detect
hundreds of chemicals or pheromones, which
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create a route map that directs them from as
far as 30 miles away, through obstructions
towards others of their species. Honeybees
use them to set out instructions to tell others
how to find new food supplies. Amphibians
such as frogs and newts detect ponds and
streams and make for them cross-country
style. Grass snakes are said to taste with their
tongues but this is something of a misnomer.
What they are actually doing is collecting
molecules of the essence from the air and
transferring these to their olfactory organs in
the roof of the mouth. From this they can
determine what is producing the scent;
friend, food or foe and how recent or how
far away the source is. The raucous echoing
grunts of muntjacs are often the result of
one male straying into another’s territory.
And what about the bluebells and the
stinkhorns? Well they’re both at the same
game. Bluebells abound in ancient
woodlands and to ensure their continued
survival they must emerge and produce
sufficient energy from photosynthesis to
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flower before the woodland canopy blocks
out the light. Fewer insects are around in
woodland this early so the bluebell has
evolved to produce its characteristically
pungent aroma to attract flies and beetles.
The stinkhorn has evolved to emit an odour
similar to rotting meat. Insects which land on
the fungi either get spores stuck to them or
may consume the fungi and the indigestible
spores are similarly distributed. To us, all such
odours have a distinct but single smell. To the
dog you encounter on a walk, or one of his
fleas, you present a fruit cocktail in glorious
technicolor which will ensure you have his
attention.
So will spring be early or late this year? A
clue to this comes from comparing the
earliest and latest dates when particular
events relating to certain indicator species
occur from year to year. For example, I have
records of hazel flowering between 29th Jan
and 9th Feb, snowdrops between 29th Jan
and 3rd Feb, the first bumblebees appearing
between 26th Feb and 18th Mar and
ladybirds between 9th and 31st Mar.
Ponds are excellent places to see the
transition of winter into spring. Around now
they are typically dormant but even a small
temperature increase can suddenly make
them erupt into life. So for this month’s field
trip, visit one of the many ponds in the area.
As always please let me have any
comments, sightings or observations.
chrisbrown@rayshill.com

FROM THE VICARAGE

I

would like to thank you all for the
prayers, good wishes and support that
Penny and I have received in the last
couple of months - it's been enormously
encouraging, and very much appreciated.
I'm making steady progress. Initially, the
whole of my right side was affected; now
it's just my right hand that needs to regain
full strength and mobility. The main
problem, though, is my speech. I can hold
my own for brief conversations, but it
deteriorates after a while; and my reading
aloud is very hesitant, even from material I
know well.
This means, I think, that it'll be a while
before I'm back at work. It feels a bit slow
at times, but the progress is noticeable. I’m
around and about, and happy to chat
(after a fashion!), and I know that with Ivor
and the churchwardens, the churches are in
good hands. For that I am very grateful.
I send you all my best wishes for the
New Year and look forward to being back
with you as soon as possible.
Yours, in Christ

Hilltop News
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CHOLESBURY VILLAGE HALL

ST LEONARDS PARISH HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
7.30 PM TUESDAY 13TH FEBRUARY

Attractive period hall with good modern
facilities available for hire
Local organisations £3 per hour
Local private bookings & local
fundraising/events from £6 per hour
Private parties from £6 per hour
Special rates available for all day
functions.
For more details, please call the
Bookings Secretary on 01494 758334

The Management Committee 2006:
Chairman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Michael Reynolds 758548
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Shirley Blomfield 758314
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Paul Thomas 758062
Local Representatives:
Parish Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John Horn
W. I. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sally Reynolds
History Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sandy Clarke
Thursday Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Anne Lake
Little Bears Pre-School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Claire Cox
Village & St Leonards Church . . . . . . . . . .Ann Horn
Co-opted - Planning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Brian Lake

758250
758548
758567
01296 620169
580209
758250
01296 620169

Election of Officers and Committee for 2007
Reports of 2006, plans for 2007 and the future.
Your support would be most welcome!
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CHURCH SERVICES - February & March 2007
DATE

DAY

St. John the Baptist
THE LEE

St. Leonard’s
ST LEONARDS

St. Laurence
CHOLESBURY

St. Mary’s
HAWRIDGE

NOTES
Mid-Week Holy Communion

4 Feb
11 Feb

3 before

8.00

Holy Communion

JaW

Lent

11.00

Matins

GB

2 before

10.00

Lent
18 Feb

Parish Communion

JH

Sunday School

JuH

1 before

8.00

Holy Communion

JaW

Lent

11.00

Family Service

JP

11.00
6.00pm

Parish Communion

IC

Sunday School

VO

Parish Communion

IC

9.30
10.45

Parish Communion
Matins

IC
IC

JW/JoW 10.00am every Wednesday

9.30

Family Service

3.00pm

Evensong

IC

at The Lee.

Holy Communion

IC

Holy Communion & Matins:-

Parish Communion

IC

Parish Communion and

9.30

Book of Common Prayer.
11.00

JH

Family Service

9.30

Holy Communion

IC

10.45

Morning Service:-

& Baptism

Common Worship.

in Methodist Chapel
21 Feb

Ash Wed.

7.30pm

Joint at Cholesbury

25 Feb

Lent 1

10.00

Parish Communion

JH

7.30pm

Joint at Cholesbury

11.00

Matins

JC

7.30pm

Parish Communion

IC

7.30pm

Joint at Cholesbury

9.45

Morning Service

IC

10.45

Parish Communion

IC

& Holy Communion

IC

= Rev. Ivor Cornish

JH

= Rev. John Hull

JaW = Rev. Jack Walne
4 Mar
11 Mar

Lent 2
Lent 3

8.00

Holy Communion

JaW

11.00

Matins

GB

10.00

Parish Communion

JH

Sunday School
18 Mar Mothering
Sunday
25 Mar

Lent 5

11.00
6.00pm

Parish Communion

IC

Sunday School

VO

Parish Communion

IC

10.45

Parish Communion
Matins

IC
IC

9.30

Family Service

JW/JoW

JP

= Dr. Jo Prior

3.00pm

Evensong

IC

JC

= Jean Corfield

9.30

Holy Communion

IC

GB

= Gary Beynon

KH

= Kate Hoskin

JuH
9.30

Family Service

10.45

JuH = Judy Hart

Holy Communion
Family Service

VO = Virginia Oldham

with Methodists

JW = James Watson

Parish Communion

JH

11.00

Family Service

11.00

GB

Matins

Vicar
The Revd. David Burgess B.Sc
The Vicarage
The Lee
Gt Missenden Bucks HP16 92Z
01494 837315
email: d.burgess@clara.net

9.45

Holy Communion

IC

10.45

Parish Communion

IC

8.00

10.00

JaW

KH

10.00

PARISH OFFICERS

Parish Communion

IC

JoW = Joan Walton

PARISH OFFICERS

Curate
The Revd. Ivor Cornish B.Sc A DipR
01296 630345

The Lee
Hawridge
Mike Sherratt
01494 782701
Joan Walton
email: avril@sherratt64.freeserve.co.uk James Watson

Hon Curate
The Revd. John Hull
01296 624487

St Leonards
Anne Butterworth
01494 758700
email: anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk
Ann Horn
01494 758250
email: annhorn43@aol.com

Parish Secretary
Sarah Barrett
email: churchroom@waitrose.com
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9.30
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01494 758332
01494 758914

Cholesbury
John Farmer
01494 758715
Email: jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com
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CHOLESBURY
Christmas

T

CHOLESBURY
Burial of Ashes Matthew John Hoskin 29th October 2006

ST LEONARDS
Burial Ruth Mary Warren 30th November 2006
Burial Margaret Mary Smith 15th January 2007

Please note: the electoral roles are to be completely revised this year, this only happens
every 5 years. Your electoral role officer will contact you.

HAWRIDGE

O

ur 150 years Celebrations was
suitably brought to a conclusion at
a service in November when Bishop
Alan re-dedicated each part of our Church
and when we re-dedicated ourselves to the
service of God. This was a very moving and
memorable service attended not just by our
regular congregation but by a number of
people who serve our community in
different ways. We were delighted to have
Brenda and George de Burgh Thomas with
us as well as Avril Clarke and everyone had
the opportunity to talk to them at tea
afterwards. It was quite like old times!
On 24th March – St Mary’s are holding
a concert in the church with The Consort –
an a capella choir – starting at 7.30pm. This
should be a very enjoyable evening with a
varied programme. Please book your seat
with Joan or Margaret Walton – 758332.
The programme, issued in advance, will be
your entrance ticket.
28th March – Annual Church
Meeting – 7.30pm in Hawridge &
Cholesbury School. Do come and support
your PCC and hear the reports for the last
year. We would welcome your thoughts
and comments on the future. Only those
on the church electoral roll may vote, but
everybody is invited to attend.
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Easter Sunday Services :
9.30am Holy Communion with hymns
5pm
Easter Praise with readings
and hymns.
If you play an instrument and would like
to play at this service, please contact the
Churchwardens, Joan Walton or James
Watson.
Looking ahead, we are holding the Joint
Hawridge & Cholesbury Fete Meeting on
25th April at the School at 7.30pm The
Fete is an important money raising event
for both Hawridge and Cholesbury and we
would like to see as many people as
possible at this meeting so that plans can
be made for this year’s fete. If you feel
you can help in any way by running a stall,
helping set up tables or introducing new
ideas, please come along.
Hawridge Church Walking Group
Our next walk is on 6th February and will
start at 10am at Wigginton Playing Fields:
Parking on the hard standing in the field
just before the Greyhound Pub. We will be
serving coffee and tea as usual.
Please put March 6th in your diaries –
the exact place still has to be decided.
We always appreciate a donation of 50p to
Church Funds! Please contact Margaret or
Joan Walton 758332
Hilltop News

he Candlelit Carol Service was enjoyed
by a full Church and the PCC wish to
thank all of you who helped in so
many ways. The Church was wonderfully
decorated by Dorrit Cartmell’s team; David
Clarke’s Choir found the rejoicing note of
Christmas; there were two delightful songs
from Louisa Haggerty and our six readers
reminded us of the nativity story. Mike
Fletcher’s mulled wine simmered quietly in
the background and tasted excellent!
A special thank you to Ivor who led the
Carol Service. Ivor has ensured the Gospel is
preached throughout the Hill Top Parishes
while David recovers from his stroke. This is
a demanding role particularly during the
Winter and he gives most generously of his
time.
Treasurer
Elaine Page is retiring this month as our
PCC Treasurer. Elaine has kept our accounts
for thirteen years with great reliability. She
has been alert to deficits and scrutinised
invoices for accuracy! Tax recovery from
gift aid arrangements, which are so
important to the Church, has been carefully
handled. Elaine did not restrict her
involvement to financial matters: at the
Fete when not counting the cash she was
on a stall and at social events she was
always to be found behind the scenes in a
busy kitchen. In brief, her contributions
were wonderfully reliable. A presentation
to mark our gratitude was made to Elaine
during Matins in January. We are pleased
to welcome Wendy Hutson as the new PCC
Treasurer.

Mothering Sunday
Mothering Sunday will be celebrated this
year on the 18th March with a Family
Service at 9.30. Posies will be handed out
to Mums and Grandmas and all are most
welcome!
Hilltop News
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ST LEONARDS
Christmas – it was busy!

L

ittle Bears joined us on Friday 8th
December to take part once again in
Virginia’s story of the Christmas Journey
and once again it was wonderful to see the
children’s faces as they returned into Church
to see the Nativity story unfolded in front of
them.
Gill Rowell took our Christingle Service
which carried a very important message from
the Children’s Society whose work both here
and abroad we all support. Our little Church
was lit by the glow of the candles and the
service was made particularly special by
Joanna Strevens who sang so beautifully in
the absence of an organist!
We welcomed more than 140 people into
St Leonards for the Carol Service - a record
number! The Church did look beautiful –
decorated simply with greenery and candles;
Richard’s arrangement of the music was
wonderful; the Junior Choir sang a
Christmas ‘round’ which they had written
themselves with Andrew and no fewer than
seven different instruments accompanied
Away in a Manger – backed by all the young
voices in the Church. We are so grateful to
22

the McCrorie-Shand family for their help
with the music.
It was a very young group who told the
story of the Nativity with Virginia on
Christmas Eve. Their enjoyment and
understanding of the occasion was obvious,
if not slightly unrehearsed at times! It’s good
to see a whole new group of children
coming into the Sunday School.
In contrast, the peace and tranquility of
our midnight service lead by John Hull
allowed us to remember for a moment the
importance of the days that lay ahead.
In David’s absence we were delighted to
welcome Susan Fellowes from Weston
Turville who led the Nativity Service and
Elizabeth Moxley from Aston Clinton whose
warm welcome and Christmas message to
our families was a great start to the day.
It will be wonderful to have David back at
work when the time is right, but meanwhile
Ivor manages to be in at least two places at
once for which we are extremely grateful
and we are able to call upon Wendover,
Great Missenden and Greater Chesham
Parishes for their help and support which is
always most generously given.

A MESSAGE FROM
DAUGHNE DRIVER
I am unable to write to everyone who has
been so kind and helpful to me since I had

St Leonards
Parish Hall Fête
2nd June 2007

a stroke two weeks ago. I have been
particularly comforted by the lovely cards,
good wishes and flowers that have come
to me from The Hilltops. Thank you very
much indeed.

Please make a note in your diaries!
Bring your family and friends to
support the day
I have been asked to co-ordinate the
planning for the above event again
this year and any help whatsoever
would be most appreciated. The
following are needed:
Raffle prizes & raffle ticket sellers
Cakes – there are never enough!
Bottles & Books
Items for sale on various stalls
Why not run a Stall??
Any other ideas are always welcome.
The Fête is the Hall’s main fund
raising event and the proceeds help
to keep the hiring rates competitively
low. There are also plans moving
along to refurbish the facilities in the
Hall which will benefit all users.
Any offer of help, however little,
adds up to a large effort to make
this Annual Village Event a
success.
Please contact me or any member of
the St Leonards Hall Committee - we
look forward to hearing from you.
John Horn 758250

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

23

KEEP THE FLAG
FLYING…

H

awridge and Cholesbury School were
proud to fly their new school flag at
the end of the autumn term. The idea
to produce it - in the style of the school logo
- was put forward by last year’s Class 1 and
their teacher, Miss Payne, and how
impressive it looks waving over the
playground. It will be flown during term
time and only taken down when an occasion
such as St George’s day requires a more
pertinent emblem.
We also celebrated Children in Need day,
the pupils dressing up and taking part in lots
of different activities to raise money for dear
old Pudsey! Indeed he was drawn out on the
floor of the school hall and then filled in

with coins donated by the children raising an
impressive total of £230.
Another charitable focus was
participation in the current Blue Peter
Shoebiz Appeal collecting - you’ve guessed it
- second hand shoes. The plan for H & C to
take part was instigated and organised by
Year 5 pupil Nancy Jones and we soon saw
many children dropping pairs of shoes into
bins around the school and playground. Just
under 200 pairs were collected which will be
sold across Europe to raise funds for children
orphaned by Aids in Malawi.
The term then suddenly lifted to another
level - namely the lead up to Christmas.
We started with our annual Christmas
Fayre which was a huge success - especially
the grotto where the man in red was kept
busy all afternoon! Soon after this came the
school plays and, as always, there was not a
dry eye in the house at the sight of Mary,
Joseph, Herod, the soldiers, wise men,
donkeys, etc, etc. and this was just the
offering of the youngest pupils. Other
performances included the Elves and the
Shoemaker, complete with elves performing
Cleese-like silly walks and even a play about
Saint George and Father Christmas - we’re
very creative here at our little school. The
older children then led us all in a wonderful
evening of nine lessons and carols at the
United Reform Church in the town centre.
Choir, orchestra and readers all did a
splendid job to get us totally into the
Christmas spirit. Delightful!
Finally, after being entertained by all
these lovely performances, it seemed only
fair to treat the children to a riotous
Christmas party, hosted by Friends, parents
and teachers. Whilst the pupils evidently
enjoyed themselves, I suspect they were
actually quite relieved when the end of term
finally arrived and they could have a rest
from all the activity!
Kay Bass
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CELEBRATION OF LIFE
RUTH MARY WARREN

6th November

1918 – 24th November 2006

R

uth was known and loved by many people
– not only in the Hilltop Villages and in
Berkhamsted – but indeed all over the
world. Although her physical capabilities were
impaired by strokes suffered in the 1980’s, she
always led as full a life as possible. Even when
her speech was severely affected following her
stroke in the summer of 2006, her mind
remained extremely active and she maintained a
great interest in her family, her friends and all
that went on around her.
Ruth was born in Iver but moved at an early
age to Derbyshire which is where she grew up
and went to school, returning south again
because of her father’s work– to live in St Albans.
She trained as a teacher at Roehampton and
taught throughout the second World War at
schools in Maidenhead and then Trowbridge.
The Brethren meeting (now Kings Road Church)
in St Albans is where she met her husband,
Derek and they were married in 1945, bringing
up their four children in Berkhamsted. In 1971
the family moved to The Potteries in Buckland
Common where they were to live happily for the
rest of their lives.
Their Christian faith was always a central part
of Ruth and Derek’s life together. Indeed for
some years, Ruth led the Women’s Meeting at
Kings Road Church, Berkhamsted, and worked
with the Shaftesbury Society. However, her
primary role lay in supporting Derek, looking
after the family and providing her legendary
hospitality to the very many people who were
lucky to be invited to their home. Her cooking
skills were remarkable and to receive an
invitation to Sunday Lunch was the highlight of
anyone’s week! Ruth always maintained close
ties with Kings Road Church but, through Derek
who became a Lay Minister in the Hilltop
Villages, she came increasingly to worship in St
Leonards where the work with the young
people was of great interest to her. She was a
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generous benefactor of the new Church Room
and we were delighted to see her at the
opening ceremony in March of last year.
Travel has always played an important part in
the Warren’s lives and as soon as they were old
enough, Ruth and Derek and their four children
were to be seen heading south each summer to
camp in southern Europe. This love of travel took
them to many countries in later years: India, the
Far East, Australia, New Zealand and Canada.
Ruth loved her life at the Potteries and spent
many happy hours tending her garden. Flowers
and plants were an enormously important part
of her life; only a few days before she died she
was overseeing the pruning and clearing of the
garden with Jean and David Cox. There were
many kind people whose love and care
contributed to Ruth’s latter years and made it
possible for her to stay at the Potteries - too
many to mention by name. Sufficient to say that
supported by this wonderful band of people and
due in no small part to her indomitable spirit,
Ruth was active almost to the very end of her
life. Even though in bed, when speech was
virtually impossible, her wonderfully active mind
was greatly in evidence…as was her well-known
‘thumbs-up’ sign when you got her seal of
approval!
We shall miss her!
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WHETHER THE
WEATHER BE COLD....

A

s I write this around mid-January we
are experiencing some very wet and
windy weather that has given trees
and hedgerows something of a battering
but has also finally raised groundwater
levels. The old well in my garden, which
has been dry since September 2005, is now
holding water and filling, since the turn of
the year, at an average rate in excess of
two foot per week. However, this should
not lull gardeners into expectations of
bumper crops of potatoes, carrots and
other root vegetables nor make us
overlook the steps we can take to retain
moisture in our gardens. With another
‘hottest year on record’ forecast, it is only
prudent to prepare beds in expectation of
hot, dry weather by digging in plenty of
organic compost and by mulching with a
moisture-retentive covering such as a good
layer of chipped bark.
The early weeks of 2007 have been
unseasonably mild but it is worth bearing
in mind that the past few years have
brought us some very cold snaps later in
the Spring. It is too tempting not to take
advantage of the milder conditions to get
ahead in the garden: early peas, broad
beans, garlic and onions can be planted
when conditions allow, although the latter
do not do well if the ground is too wet.
These should all be hardy enough to
withstand some cold weather but if
potatoes planted in February and March
shoot well, these should be earthed up to
protect them from the frost. However,
earthing up can only be accomplished
successfully two or three times and I have
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found old hay or straw shaken out along
the rows to cover the shoots works well to
fend off the frost. When all risk of frost is
past this should be pulled down between
the potato rows, where it acts as a good
weed suppressant and mulch.
We are not alone in being encouraged
by the warm conditions and some less
hardy perennials are at risk of frost
damage to early shoots. These can be
protected by covering each one with a
large pot lined with crumpled newspaper,
or by using fleece or straw, but it is
important to uncover the plants once the
frost is past to avoid slug damage and
bolting.
However mild the conditions, it is
unwise to be influenced by the early
displays of bedding plants that will shortly
be appearing in garden centres. To be sure
of safeguarding your displays, these should
not be planted out until after all risk of
frost is past, which in this area can be late
May - even early June once or twice in our
hollow! This applies also to hanging
baskets, although it is simpler to detach
these and place them under cover if a frost
is expected.
Gardeners would all do well to keep a
‘weather eye’ out at this time of year, and
take note of what indications there are.
The adage ‘clear moon, frost soon’ has
some grounding in fact, the clear, cloudfree conditions allowing more rapid
cooling. With experience, one can learn to
judge at least the short-term outlook and,
failing that, not casting one’s clout before
May is out should ensure a safe, if not
early, crop of flowers and vegetables!
Anne Brown 758890
Hilltop News
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100 CLUB WINNERS

SWEET CHARITY

December 2006
1st Prize £50
No 105
Miss R Matthews,
Buckland Common

Are proud to present

THE HASTOE
ROCKY HORROR HOP
On Saturday 24th March 2007
From 7.30 pm ‘til 1 am
At Hastoe Village Hall

2nd Prize £25
No 52
Mrs J Stevens, St Leonards

In aid of The Hurt Appeal
(funding dedicated equipment to help
local children)
Stoke Mandeville Hospital

Dinner & prance • bar • disco
Prize for the best fancy-dress
£27.50 per ticket
Please telephone Kate Kirby on
01296 696524 for tickets
(please book early to avoid disappointment. If you
find after you have bought your ticket you can no
longer attend, please let sweet charity know and
we can fill your seat from our reserve list!)
I’m sorry but no children.

CHILTERN CATS PROTECTION
Reg. Charity 203644
Rescue and re-homing of cats and kittens
i n th e C h il te r n a r ea .
Can you offer a home to one of the cats
in our care? Please contact
Sue Bloss
Fiona Ogden

01494 776151
01494 758354

3rd Prize
No 82

£15
Mrs E Redding, Buckland Common

4th Prize
No 49

£10
Mrs C Henry, St Leonards

January 2007
1st Prize £15
No 1
Mr D Hawkes, Arrewig Lane
2nd Prize £10
No 59
Ms A Angel, Buckland Common
New Members always welcome - please
contact the Treasurer, Paul Thomas 758062

THE SHOP AT BELLINGDON END
stocks a wide range of
Horse Feeds, Beddings, Tack,
Rugs and Riding Wear
*****
Dog, Cat and other Pet foods
*****
Country Clothing, Wellies etc.
*****
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

Telephone: 01494 758 239
www.bellingdonend.co.uk
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
COMMONS
PRESERVATION
SOCIETY
AGM
We are very pleased that, at the AGM in
December, Linden Bevan-Pritchard was
elected to the Committee. We are sure that
she will be a real asset to the group.
The following members were re-elected.
Officers
Chairman – Lindsay Griffin:
758 440 /
email address: lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk
Vice-Chairman – David Barnard
Secretary – Graham Kersting
Treasurer – Mike Fletcher
Committee Members
Linden Bevan-Pritchard
Steve Cheeld
Isobel Clark
John Cooper
Paul Hembury
Many thanks to all for their continued hard
work. We could still co-opt a further one or
two members so if you would like to be
involved please get in touch.
Verges
During the discussion session we talked of
the problems associated with verges. As you
are no doubt aware, many areas are in very
poor repair due to the wet conditions and,
sadly, nothing can be done until the
weather is more settled. You may have seen
we have removed the “Commons under
Repair” signs on the verge opposite the
school, however we have not removed the
protective brash since the earth remains
extremely soft and we have asked parents
to continue to support us by parking on the
school side of the road. As well as
protecting the work we have done, this is in
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compliance with School Policy since it is
much safer for the children, lessens the
congestion and, hopefully, allows the
through traffic to pass more easily.
Motorcycles
We also discussed the ongoing problem of
motorcyclists using the Commons. It seems
likely that the same people have created a
nuisance around Berkhamsted where a white
Transit van was used to transport
motorcycles to access their routes. The police
warned the driver of the van that the cyclists
are breaking the law and the problem
subsided there, at least for a time.
As I write, mid January, we have just had a
further visit to the Commons by two
motorcyclists. One local resident has taken a
photograph on her mobile phone and will
contact the police with what information she
can give. A committee member also met
them - two youths of about 18 - as they
were coming off the Common at Cholesbury
Bottom. They claimed to be unaware that
riding on the Commons is illegal but then
made their way along the Cholesbury Wigginton Road (which they surely must
know is illegal for trail bikes!). This incident
has now been reported to Sergeant
Buckland of Thames Valley Police. We will
notify you of an Incident Number, when we
have one, so that you too can report any
further visits.
Please give us or the police any information
that you can, especially if you see anyone
dropping cyclists off or picking them up.
The commons in the past
After close of business, we enjoyed
reminiscences from Margaret and Joan
Walton and Ron How of the Commons in
the past. Margaret recalled childhood
experiences such as walking from her home
at Vale Farm to the school and, since there
were fewer trees on the Commons at that
time, her mother being able to watch her
walk all the way there from their front door.
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Margaret also recounted her memories of
the air-raid shelter on the Common opposite
the school and of the day that the bomb
dropped near Horseblock Lane, her father’s
milk delivery round and some of the local
characters such as Tulip, the roadman.
Joan moved on to the 1960s and talked
about the reasons for setting up the
Commons Preservation Society. As
Chairman of the Parish Council, Joan chaired
the inaugural meeting of the Society in
October 1967 and she mentioned
experiences in the early days of the Society
such as establishing which houses had
commons rights, then she and Ron described
the early Firework parties. Ron also recalled
the fact that one of the earliest purchases
was the swipe for the tractor - it is still being
used nearly 40 years later! He was also
amazed at the cost of felling the big ash
tree opposite Benton Potts in 2006. In the
early days, the Society was fortunate to
have Fred Penn who had the equipment
and expertise to undertake this type of
work, especially when they had to remove
numerous elms when Dutch Elm disease hit
in the 1970s.

Working Parties

As always volunteers are welcome to
join the following working parties from
9.30 am.
Feb 4 Quarter way down Horseblock Lane
on RHS
(GR 941068) Complete work on birch copse
and cut lower branches of trees where
across paths. Continue to remove oaks
from gorse area. Rake up thatch from
gorse area to encourage gorse
germination. Bonfire
Feb 18 Opposite the Full Moon towards
the cricket pitch
(GR 933072) Clear holly with Hemel
Hempstead Conservation Volunteers. Bring
garden forks, loppers and mattocks
Mar 4 Glade below Benton Potts
(GR 937070) Clear up felled oaks and
remove dead wood from lower branches.
Remove trailing apple limbs. Clear holly.
Bonfire

We very much appreciated hearing from all
three of the speakers and seeing the photos
and other memorabilia which they brought
along. Many thanks to you all!
East Enders
By the time you read this a film crew will
probably have been to High Chimneys,
Cholesbury to film part of an episode of East
Enders (to be shown in April). Christine has
given them permission to park in the area
but only on the hard standing or gravelled
areas.
Annual subscriptions fell due at the AGM.
They remain at £7.50 per member and are
payable to Mike Fletcher, Ivy Cottage,
Cholesbur,. Tring, Herts. HP23 6ND.
Lindsay Griffin 758440
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THE THURSDAY CLUB

I

t is time again for our Annual Quiz
which will take place on 15th February
at 8.00 sharp in St Leonards Village Hall,
so get your brains going after the
Christmas rest and make up a table of six
to join us. Don’t worry if you cannot make
up a table, just come along and join others
on the evening. A ploughman’s supper will
be provided, and a bar available.
Tickets are £4.00 for members and £5.00,
non-members and are available from the
committee members listed below.
Brian and Anne Lake 01296 620169; Violet
Lovett 758775;
Primrose and Alan Langdon 01296 696092;
Joan Walton 758332

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

I

hope that everyone
had an incident-free
Christmas and New
Year. A Ringmaster
message has come
through warning of an
alarm company which is targeting
households in Bucks. For legal reasons it
cannot be named, but they are contacting
residents by phone, and sometimes door
step calling, claiming that their alarm
system has been approved by the police
and/or Trading Standards. Neither
organisation ever recommend a particular
company and both would like to hear from
you if you are contacted in this way. You
can report to Trading Standards on 01296
383212 and the police number is the usual
08458 505505.

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

C

hristmas Parties are over and the New
Year brings a new programme of
speakers, put together by Carol Dean.
January should have got off to a healthy
start with advice from Valerie Schuch on
the benefits of Aloe Vera and on March
19th Sylvia Eastgate will be explaining Tai
Chi. In between, on February 19th, the
warmer climate of Gambia beckons as we
learn about the work undertaken there by
Jean Nettleton and Val Haywood. Hoping
for no snow and ice to affect these
arrangements, we look forward to seeing
you in St Leonards Parish Hall, at 8pm contact Carol Henry 758435 for more
information about these meetings or any
other WI matters.

QUIZ AND SUPPER
SATURDAY 10TH MARCH 2007
7.30pm for 7.45pm at ST LEONARDS
PARISH HALL
A FUN EVENING WITH AN EXCELLENT
SUPPER!
Proportion of the funds raised will go to
the Iain Rennie Hospice at Home
TICKETS £8 EACH, AVAILABLE FROM
CAROL HENRY 758435

Shirley Blomfield 758314
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Sell and Let proper ty in
St Leonards, Buckland Common, Cholesbury, Hawridge Common
Heath End, Swan Bottom, Chivery and Hastoe
If you are looking to buy, sell or let in these areas please contact
Graeme Warren or Simon Lambert for a
Free Market Appraisal on

Amersham 01494 725636 or Chesham 01494 775650
Offices in Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire & Middlesex
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