three ways to help
you pick a share
or a fund.
(none of them requires one of these.)
With thousands of individual shares, trusts and funds on the market you either need
a pin, or some sound advice. At The Share Centre, we can help you make sense of
the markets with free advice, online research tools and straightforward trading.
3 invaluable online research tools
They’re free to use and they could prove invaluable. SharePicker profiles
individual companies as well as the performance of a wide range of shares without
requiring a Masters in Maths. FundPicker lets you do much the same with funds,
profiling fund managers and performance. ETFPicker can help make sense of
Exchange Traded Funds – a hassle-free way of tracking UK and global markets.
Free expert advice
At The Share Centre, we’ll give you all the help and advice you need. It’s worth
remembering though that the value of your investments and the income from them
can go down as well as up and you may not get back your original investment.

Register at
or call

www.share.com/freepickers
0870 400 0217

The Share Centre P.O. Box 2000, Aylesbury Bucks, HP21 8ZB. The Share Centre is a member of the London Stock Exchange and is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority under reference 146768.

October & November 2007

SPECIAL TREES AND
WOODS PROJECT

T

his autumn the Special Trees and
Woods Project is delighted to
welcome Tony Kirkham, Head of Kew
Arboretum, to the project’s second annual
conference.
This free annual conference will be
celebrating the progress made since the
start of the project in January 2006. Since
then, with the help of a team of volunteers
and funding from the Heritage Lottery
Fund, the Special Trees and Woods Project
has recorded more than 150 special trees in
the Chilterns.
Tony believes that every tree has a story
to tell, and will share his favourites with us
at Buckinghamshire Chilterns University
College at Chalfont St Peter on Saturday
24th November.
Tony is best known for his BBC series
‘The Trees that made Britain’.
Last year the annual conference proved
very popular and was fully booked. Make
sure you book early to confirm your place
by emailing Liz requesting a booking form
on lmanley@chilternsaonb.org or call 01844
355 525.
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CHOLESBURY CUM ST
LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY NEWS
September 1st waved goodbye to a wet
and disappointing summer, and, as so often
over the past years, the morning of ‘the

Leonards was being displayed: a favourite
photo, a jealously guarded recipe for fruit
cake or jam, a work of art or needlecraft
that had passed a winter evening perhaps.
Once those hoping for glory had
withdrawn, the hall at Hawridge and
Cholesbury School was left a splendid sight
to behold, and included exhibits from the
pupils themselves. They had conjured up
some marvellous items ranging from
photos and pictures to people made from
recycled items and pebbles, all of which
were splendid.
The judges are always complimentary
about the high standards maintained by
our exhibitors, and this year was no

Show’ dawned fine. Once again we were
blessed with a fine, warm day for the
highlight of the Hort Soc year!

C

ompetitors bustled through the hall
laying out their entries, making sure
their beans were arranged to
advantage, turning an apple or plum to
make the most striking display. Flower
arrangers carried in their works of art, for
indeed that is what they were, thankful
that no mischievous wind had crept up to
disturb the sprays and stems they had so
thoughtfully positioned. Elsewhere, every
aspect of a year in Cholesbury cum St
4

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

exception, so many thanks to all and
congratulations to all the prize winners. It
was good to see a few new faces among
them this year!
If perhaps you were too busy or too shy
to enter, now that you have seen what
goes in, why not have a go next
September? There are sure to be plenty of
winter evenings to plan what will go in
your garden next year, or to pick up the
knitting needles, crochet hook or
embroidery needle. It really is fun to take
part!
To round up the horticultural year, the
Society has one final event, which is the
AGM. This year it will take place on 9th
5

November at Cholesbury Village Hall. If
you are new to the village, please come
along and join in with the quiz and chat
(the Chairman usually whistles through the
AGM bit pretty smartly!). Make a note in
your diary now, to be sure you are free to
take part in what is always an enjoyable
evening! Details of the event will be
displayed around the village nearer the
time as usual.
Thank you to all who have helped with
another successful year for the Society,
despite the weather, and we hope you will
continue to enjoy your gardens.
Anne Brown 758890
Hort Soc Committee
(http://www.cholesbury.com/hortsoc.htm)
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St Leonards Parish Hall Management
Committee Presents

SUPPER CONCERT
Saturday 10th November
7.30 pm in the Hall
Featuring

DAVE CLARKE AND FRIENDS
&
Supper by ‘S.A.S’

Booking office:
Dave Clarke 01494 758567
Tickets £18 - Going fast!

CHOLESBURY VILLAGE HALL
Attractive period hall with good modern
facilities available for hire
Local organisations £5 per hour
Local private bookings & local
fundraising/events from £7 per hour
Private parties from £10 per hour
Special rates available for
all day functions.
For more details, please call the
Bookings Secretary on 01494 758334

CHOLESBURY
WATERCOLOUR
WORKSHOP

T

he Workshop’s Annual Exhibition was
held on the 1st September where we
exhibited over 100 paintings
reflecting the various styles and talents of
our members. The members had worked
hard setting up the exhibition and
stewarding throughout the day. They were
rewarded by a good stream of visitors and
many favourable comments were received.
We should like to thank all those who
bought pictures and made donations
which, with commissions, enabled £131 to
be sent to the Iain Rennie Hospice at
Home.
Two new members joined us (on a
Thursday evening at Cholesbury Hall) and
as always received a warm welcome.
Ron Evens 758446

Are you looking at
your options?
If you’d like to find out about a way of…
•
•
•
•
•
•

working for yourself with flexible hours
doing something you enjoy
being with positive people
helping others & helping yourself
taking care of your health naturally
with lots of training & support
…then please give me a call.

It would be my pleasure to share a business I love with
you, so that you can see if there is something in it for you
Suitable for any age or background, whatever kind of
income you are looking for

Look forward to hearing from you…Valerie
01494 757197 or 07946 423251
8

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

9

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP –
THE PROGRAMME FOR
AUTUMN 2007

T

he programme
of History Group
talks kicks off in
October and
hopefully offers
something of interest
for everyone. Maybe
a curiosity about where you live; the
history of the surrounding area; historic
houses and landscape; an interest in
genealogy, the lives of ordinary and
famous people and how they kept
themselves entertained.
Each year we always look forward to
welcoming new faces as well as seeing
History Group regulars and irregulars once
again. Whether you are new to the area,
have always meant to come along before
but have not got around to it or just fancy
a break from an evening in front of the TV,
we look forward to making you welcome
at our informal meetings.
Look out for the yellow notices to
remind you a meeting is imminent!
The first meeting of the new season is
on Friday, 5th October at 8 for 8:15pm
at Cholesbury Village Hall when Jenny
Sherwood from Berkhamsted Local
History Society will be talking about the
Buildings of Berkhamsted. This will give
a chance to learn about a place we might
think we are familiar with, perhaps taking
the buildings and their history for granted
as we scurry between the shops, library or
market, along the High Street and back
lanes.
For November’s meeting we welcome
back Hugh Davies who entertained us
grandly a couple of years ago and returns
to talk this time about The Noble Art of
Strategic Deception. The date, time and
venue are of course, a national secret…!
Well if you were to interrogate me and
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threaten to twist my arm I would have to
divulge that it will take place at St
Leonards Parish Hall on Friday 2nd
November at 8 for 8.15pm.
Looking ahead to December, we also
welcome back a friend of the Local History
Group, Wendy Austin, a frequent speaker
about the Rothschild family and Tring, who
will return with her latest instalment in a
talk entitled Tring Gardens - Then and
Now. Venue is St Leonards Parish Hall
on Friday 7th December at 8 for
8.15pm.
Annual membership, which provides
free entry to our evening meetings as well
as a copy of our Newsletter, is great value
at just £6 per annum. Visitors are welcome
at all meetings for just £2 paid at the door.
For further information please contact
Sylvia Watson 758914.
Chris Brown 758890

100 CLUB WINNERS
September 2007
1st Prize £25
Mrs L Reynolds, Bellingdon
2nd Prize £15
Mrs J Joseph, St Leonards
3rd Prize £10
Mr & Mrs W Thomas, Cholesbury
New Members always welcome, please
contact the Treasurer, Mick Mariscotti 837093

D o yo u n e e d h el p wi t h
your

Ma ths or Physic s
a t G CS E or A l e v e l ?
Experienced and Patient T utor
Competitive rates

Call Isobel Clark 758987
email : tutoring@cholesbury.com

W.H.A Upholstery
RE-UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
IN
ANTIQUE & MODERN FURNITURE
ALSO LOOSE COVERS

Free Estimates No Obligation

01494 862821 (Day)
01628 521210 (Evenings)
21 Haleacre Workshop, Watchet Lane
Little Kingshill, Great Missenden. HP16 0DR
Hilltop News
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VETERANS IN THE
SUNSHINE

V

eteran and Edwardian cars were
glinting in the villages in the
sunshine on Easter Sunday. 51 fine
cars of all sizes and shapes spent the
weekend at Chartridge Conference Centre.
They went for a drive on Saturday, and
four of them succumbed with clutch and
other failures. The remainder set forth on
Sunday and took a route suitable to their
age through lanes which had not greatly
changed in the last century. They did a
leisurely round trip through The Lee, St
Leonards, Cholesbury, Hawridge,
Wigginton and Ashridge.
As luck would have it, one had a
puncture and stopped outside my house.
The car is well equipped with at least two
spare tyres and a few inner tubes, so the
occupants set about changing the tyre –
not the wheel. The wheel stayed on the
axle throughout the procedure, while the
team removed the tyre and inner tube, and
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refitted another one.
As each car came round the corner, the
camaraderie of the road required everyone
to slow down to enquire whether they
were all right and gave Jenny and me
splendid photo opportunities - sometimes
there was quite a traffic jam.
Rural life on Sundays goes on, and these
horses were not at all freaked by the
unusual cars chugging along the roads.
Oliver Parsons
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AN AUTUMN RAINBOW
“I can't tell you with what pain I think of
that autumn at Cholesbury - the yellow
leaves - and the wet nights………”.
“Wet nights” … there have been a few
of these since my last Nature Notes. The
Chilterns and, with the exception of
Buckingham, our county escaped the worst
of the flooding that plagued
Gloucestershire, Hereford, Oxford and
Berkshire. Rainfall was just over 2” - far less
then elsewhere - but despite this it
has been the wettest summer since
1912. Meanwhile hot days were at a
premium, although we did manage
to get to 29°C at the start of
August. Looking ahead, the Met
Office tells us we can expect a
slightly
warmer and
dryer October
and November
with less wind
than
normal.
This combination of
conditions makes it
more likely that we will
see frequent night-time and
early morning fogs.
“Yellow leaves”… do sum up our
autumn scene. Mind you given how upside
down the climate has been of late, how
much yellow we will see is anyone’s guess.
Trees cannot afford to be extravagant and
waste all the energy and nutrients which
went into producing leaves. The combined
effects of cooler temperatures and
shortening day-length trigger the change,
which is why it is sometimes prolonged and
sometimes brief. What we see when leaves
turn from green to yellow and then, if
weather permits, red is a well-ordered
retreat from leaf to sap of all those vital
components that were once chlorophyll
14

and the other complex chemicals needed to
process all that carbon dioxide. The crimson
colouration is a range of pigments called
anthocyanins, the same colour agents that
are found in blackberries, currants, grapes
and some vegetables. In the leaves, they
protect the cell contents from being
damaged by ultraviolet light in much the
same way that a sunscreen works. When
again the sap begins to rise in the spring,
the tree is well-provisioned to kick-start the
new season’s production.
One of the unique sights and sounds of
late autumn - November to be more precise
- is the crescendo of whistling and
chattering that emanates from a roost
of starlings. So characteristic is
the display that poets and
writers have coined a
term for it - a
murmuration
of

starlings. This is no
cacophony of noise
but a highly
synchronised
orchestration. The first
to arrive select a
temporary roost and
there is a low level murmur
but this does not last for long. Soon, the
early arrivals inaugurate a tune–up session
and, much as the chorus at the opera may
be found throat-gargling, clearing their
glottis or practising their chords ahead of
the first act, the founding group of players
warms up. This draws in further birds and
the rest of the flock suddenly descends and
the overture begins. There is no obvious
Hilltop News

choirmaster to direct events but the whole
troupe seem to know how they should
perform and how to harmonise with their
colleagues. The overture ‘finito’… silence…
some birds depart for other roosts, others
leave, circle and return and yet more arrive.
Act One starts louder than before but is
still muffled and constrained. A further
break, more comings and goings and Act
Two commences, louder and more
sustained than before. All the birds seem to
know this is the Final Act and the noise
builds to one final crescendo. It is as
though they’re all holding simultaneous
conversations and with the sweep of the
baton the performance ends, suddenly.
Darkness is falling and an invisible curtain
has come down. There’s no applause, no
encore and the birds depart for their nighttime roosts. No ordinary departure though
for these birds… instead a twisting,
swirling, darting, stalling, iridescent cloud
of blue, indigo and violet feathers and the
drumming from a million wing-beats.
So what is this all about? It’s natural for
birds to sign-off the day at dusk with their
own signature tune. Normally this is a
solitary pursuit but starlings are always on
the move both day-to-day and when
migrating long distances and they rely on
each other to find sources of food and
good shelter. This behaviour serves to
reinforce the strength of the community
and a successful flock will attract birds in
from other flocks. The sudden and highly
co-ordinated departure is thought to
reduce the threat from predators, such as
the sparrow hawk or hobby, which may be
waiting in the wings to pick-off stragglers
that might otherwise be left chasing on
behind the flock.
If the warmer weather we had in
September continues into October there
should be plenty of insects to be seen.
Over-wintering butterflies such as peacocks
and brimstones will be found on
blackberries and later, the flowers of the
Hilltop News

ivy. Until recently, the red admiral butterfly
was not able to survive winters in the UK.
New butterflies arrive from the continent
each spring and now, as long as the
weather remains relatively mild, they’ve
been found to over-winter successfully.
16-spot orange ladybirds are particularly
gregarious and can be found congregating
on the outside of sheds, fence posts and
tree bark before migrating en masse into
the crevices.
It is the time of year to make some
suggestions for Christmas presents. As a
youngster, a book I remember secreting
away from my father’s bookshelf was ‘Food
for Free’ by Richard Mabey. It’s a nononsense book which mixes plenty of
information about the plants you can
safely eat with traditional stories about
them, their uses and the beliefs that were
associated with them - often the source for
their names. I am pleased to see it still in
print.
On a totally different track if you have
ever wondered what the names of clouds
are and found the reference books difficult
to interpret I can suggest ‘The Cloudspotters
Guide’ by Gavin Pretor-Pinney.
By the way, the locally apposite
quotation above is from one of England’s
most renowned authors, DH Lawrence. He
spent a brief, but emotionally-charged
period (hence the reference to ‘pain’!)
during the autumn and Christmas of 1915/6
with friends at Cholesbury and in nearby
Bellingdon. The events of that period are
thought to have influenced his writing as
he was putting the finishing touches to The
Rainbow at the time. His comment above
was taken from a letter in 1918 to Mary
Cannan who had been living in The
Windmill when Lawrence visited.
I look forward to questions and
comments as usual.
chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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THE COURSE OF EVENTS
by The Revd. David Burgess
As often happens at this time of year, this
month’s newsletter is for information rather
than thought or discussion. There are quite a
few new or continuing initiatives taking place
in the churches in the autumn, so I thought it
would be good to highlight them here.
They fall under the general heading of
‘study groups’, but I think each offers
something different.

F

irstly, Reina Free has run the Hilltop
House Fellowship for four or five years at
her house in King’s Ash, The Lee, and this
is continuing through the autumn on
alternate Wednesday evenings at 8.00 pm,
looking at key Bible passages. Please contact
Reina (837409) for details.
Secondly, we have a second series of ‘Life –
What Do We Do With It’? The first of these
will have already taken place by the time this
Newsletter appears, but the second takes
place on Wednesday 10th October at 8.00 pm
at Lee Common Methodist Church. Individual
Christians speak about what their faith
means to them, and again this takes place on
alternate Wednesdays. You can contact Judy
Hart (837328) for details.
Thirdly, a slightly more formal study group
is starting at St Leonard’s Church. Called ‘Why
We Worship’, it will be looking at Christian
worship (mainly, but not entirely, the
Communion Service) in the light of the Bible

20
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and our worship experience. Again these
meetings take place fortnightly, on Thursdays
at 8.00 pm, starting on 4th October. Please
contact Ivor or me for details.
Fourthly, I’m delighted to say that a new
group for young people (11-14) has started at
The Lee. It’s grown out of the older Sunday
School age group, and meets each month on
the Thursday prior to The Lee’s Sunday
School Communion. This is encouraging for
the young people themselves, and also
because some of them have expressed an
interest in helping at the Sunday School.
Lastly, another Deanery Confirmation is
shortly to take place – I’m not sure whether
we’ve recovered from the last one yet! This is
on Tuesday 20th November at 8.00 pm at St
Peter and St Paul, Great Missenden. Because
of the relatively short notice, confirmation
classes will almost certainly have started by
the time you read this, but it won’t be too
late to join if you are interested – please
contact Ivor or me.
Whether or not you are involved in these
courses, please pray for those taking part and
those leading and organising the groups.
They represent the most comprehensive
opportunity to share and study the Christian
faith in my time in the Four Parishes, and I
would like to thank all those whose work will
ensure the success of these activities.
Yours in Christ

Little Bears Pre-School
Christmas Fayre
Sat 17th Nov 2007
St Leonards Parish Hall
10.30am - 12.30pm
Stalls, Children's Activities and Santa's Grotto
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CHURCH SERVICES - August & September 2007
DATE

DAY

Oct 7

Trinity 18

St. John the Baptist
THE LEE

St. Leonard’s
ST LEONARDS

8.00

Holy Communion

DB

10.00

Harvest Festival

DB

11.00

St. Mary’s
HAWRIDGE

St. Laurence
CHOLESBURY

Parish Communion

IC

Sunday School

VO

9.30

Parish Communion

IC

NOTES

9.30

Family Service

JoW

6.00pm

Evensong

IC

Family Service
Oct 14

Trinity 19

10.00

Mid-Week Holy Communion
10.00am every Wednesday at
The Lee.

Parish Communion

DB

Sunday School

JuH

6.00pm

Parish Communion

DB

10.45

Matins

IC

9.30

Holy Communion

3.00pm

Baptism Celebration
Hawridge & Cholesbury

IC

Holy Communion, Matins
& Evensong:Book of Common Prayer

School
Oct 21

Trinity 20

10.00

Family Service

DB

11.00

Family Service

Lay

9.30

Holy Communion

IC

10.45

Parish Communion

IC

Baptism
Oct 28

Morning Service:-

10.00

Parish Communion

JH

11.00

Matins

4 before

8.00

Holy Communion

DB

11.00

Advent

11.00

Matins

IC

3 before

10.00

Remembrance Service

DB

1 before

Parish Communion and

IC

9.45

Parish Communion

DB

Parish Communion

DB

9.30

Parish Communion

IC

Sunday School

VO

Remembrance Service

JH

10.45

Parish Communion

Common Worship

DB

Advent
Simon & Jude

Nov 4

Nov 11

10.45

10.45

Remembrance Service

IC

9.30

Family Service

DB

3.00pm

All Souls

IC/KR

9.30

Holy Communion

IC

Advent
Nov 18

2 before

with Remembrance
10.00

Family Service

Lay

11.00

1 before

DB

9.30

Holy Communion

IC

10.45

Parish Communion

IC

Blessing of Pets

Advent
Nov 25

Family Service

10.00

Advent

Parish Communion
Sunday School

JH

11.00

Matins

IC

JuH

9.45

Family Service

DB

10.45

Parish Communion

DB

(Giving Service)

Christ the
King

Vicar
The Revd. David Burgess B.Sc
The Vicarage, The Lee,
Gt Missenden Bucks HP16 9LZ
01494 837315
d.burgess@clara.net
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= Rev. David Burgess

IC

= Rev. Ivor Cornish

JH

= Rev. John Hull

KR

= Rev. Kevan Royle

JF

= John Farmer

JuH

= Judy Hart

VO

= Virginia Oldham

JoW = Joan Walton

PARISH OFFICERS

Parish Secretary
Jane Reynolds
Church Room
churchroom@waitrose.com

DB

PARISH OFFICERS

Curate
The Revd. Ivor Cornish B.Sc A DipR
01296 630345

Hon Curate
The Revd. John Hull
01296 624487
01494 757048
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The Lee
Mike Sherratt
01494 782701
avril@sherratt64.freeserve.co.uk
Judy Hart
01494 837328
judy.hart@virgin.net

Hawridge
Joan Walton
James Watson

St Leonards
Anne Butterworth
anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk
Ann Horn
annhorn43@aol.com

Cholesbury
John Farmer
01494 758715
jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com

Hilltop

01494 758700

01494 758332
01494 758914

01494 758250
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ST LEONARDS
Holy Baptism
Sunday 19th August 2007 Jamie Andrew Pert
Sunday 9th September 2007 Lara Holly Maurice

Holy Matrimony
Saturday 18th August Katharine Matthews and William Dallas

ST LEONARDS
It’s been a busy summer!

T

he Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd
John Pritchard is spending Wedesday
10th October getting to know our
Deanery better. We are holding a meeting
with him in the Church Room during the
afternoon when Churchwardens from our
four Parishes together with other small
rural Parishes in the Deanery will have an
opportunity to talk to him about the joys
and sorrows of being just that – small and
rural. The Bishop, himself a parish priest for
eight years, is a good listener and it will be
interesting to hear his views - we will
report on the meeting in the Christmas
issue of HN.
Architect We have appointed Michael
Bartosch of Bartosch & Stokes to be our
Inspecting Architect. We were sad to part
company with Patrick Crawford of Caroe &
Partners who produced the original plan
for the Church Room, but Michael, who
now specialises in Churches only, is retained
by a number of Churches in the Deanery
including Hawridge and, as a result, is quite
often in the area.
The Church Room has been painted
white to blend in with the Church. A great
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job from a great team – headed by John
Horn. Our thanks to you all!
Grass cutting Is there anyone out there
who could help – even once during the
summer? We have a lot of grass, including
the very wide verge outside the Church.
Please, please do give this some
consideration. We do employ a gardener
but he can’t deal with it all during the
growing months.
Christenings We were delighted to
welcome Jamie Pert into the Church on
Sunday 19th August. Katie was extremely
proud of her baby brother who, as always,
smiled throughout. How early can you be a
member of the Parish Council or the PCC?

Jamie Pert christening
Hilltop News

Lara Maurice christening

Jamie we need people like you! Our
congratulations to all the Pert family. There
was a celebration in the temporary home
of Helen and David afterwards – they will
be moving to Parrotts Lane as soon as their
new home is completed.
Lara Maurice – grandaughter of Diana
and Malcolm Osborne, whose parents Kate
and Andrew were married in St Leonards in
May 1999, was received into St Leonards
Church on Sunday 9th September. Their
first baby, Toby, was also Christened in St
Leonards and it’s always a particular
pleasure to welcome a baby whose parents
and grandparents have strong connections
with our Church and the village – even
though Kate and Andrew and their family
now live in Cheshire.
Weddings This is Katharine’s own
report of her marriage to William Dallas on
18th August - it was a most wonderful day!
‘David Abbott, Vicar of Sunnyside and
Hilltop News
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Rural Dean for Berkhamsted,
conducted our service. He talked
about the bringing together of the
two families especially remembering
Tim and Freda. St Leonards did some
wonderful flower arrangements for
which we are most grateful. Thank
you Ann, Anne, Sheila and Liz.
We were accompanied by four
beautiful flower girls, Saskia and
Rachel Dallas, both aged four, Bill’s
grand daughters, and Katie and
Gemma Matthews aged four and
two, my great nieces. There were
many small children at the service and
they behaved impeccably! Kilts were
much in evidence which brought a
lovely splash of colour to the
proceedings. Some of the guests had
travelled from Greece, Scotland,
Hereford and Devon.
Giles Fowler, a talented musician,
played the trumpet, cornet and the
organ during the service accompanied
by my niece Louise Addy. Giles
composed the music during the
signing of the register and played the
TV tune from Dallas as we walked
down the aisle. A piper played
outside the church and followed us to
pipe a welcome when we got home.
The torrential rain ensured that we
were not covered in confetti as we
left for home in the 1910 Lanchester!
In March, when the wedding date
was fixed, we planted 200 heather
plants so that they would be in full
bloom for August. We planned to use
them on the day as part of the table
decorations to add to the Scottish
flavour. We also put in 100 dahlias so
there would be a riot of colour
outside the barn where we were to
hold the reception. The heathers
died, the rabbits ate all the dahlias
and there were large bare patches on
the lawn as a result of an over26

enthusiastic spreading of fertiliser and
weed killer. However, the Lord moves in
mysterious ways and it rained so hard on
the day that none of our guests ventured
out into the garden to see the disasters!
The love and support, which has been
shown to us both, by so many people, has
been very deeply appreciated. It’s so sad
the Church isn’t larger as we would have
invited so many more to join us. Instead of
presents we suggested guests might like to
give charitable donations. We were
amazed and grateful that, to date, we have
received over £4,000 for the Iain Rennie
Hospice at Home; Task Force Romania; the
Village Hall and the Church Room’.

Jane and Robert Newby

Jane Phimester, daughter of Pat and
John from Plumtree Cottage, was married
to Robert Newby on Saturday 8th
September. She looked really beautiful in a
simple cream silk dress with tiny flowers in
her hair. The mother of the bride was
equally elegant and the Church looked
wonderful! Liz Firth, helped by Ann Horn,
filled it with flowers in pale pink, dark pink
and white, together with greenery from
local gardens and the scent of the lilies

Katharine and Bill Dallas
Hilltop News
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lingered long after the event. David
conducted the service and in his short
address spoke movingly of the power of
love. It was a glorious occasion and the
party at home afterwards included a
fantastic Ceilidh band and Jane and Robert
literally danced away into the night! Pat
and John have had a busy few weeks with
the arrival of their first grandchild (we
reported on that very Scottish wedding in
HN) and the engagement of Sarah, Jane’s
sister. Our congratulations to you all!
Good As New Sale There were masses
of amazing clothes; masses of willing
helpers who worked incredibly hard on
both Friday 7th and Saturday 8th
September but very sadly, not too many
punters! We probably won’t ever quite
know why people stayed away. Was it
because someone took down many of our
signs? Was it because there was a car-boot
sale in the area? Should we have called it a
Jumble Sale? Was it because? …we simply
don’t know. However we made £500;
laughed a lot; were supported by many
kind friends and managed to send
everything either to Iain Rennie or the local
Charity Shops by the end of an exhausting
day. Thank you so very much – all of you
who gave your time and considerable
energy to raise money for St Leonards!
Historic Churches Cycle Ride Anne
Lake manned her stall all day and those
who were walking or riding were most
grateful for a cup of tea as they passed by.
It was rewarding for those who took part
to see St Leonards so beautifully decorated.
We promise, Anne, to keep this date totally
free of other activities next year!
Harvest Festival The Church was full –
over sixty of us - for the Harvest and Family
Service led by David - at which our younger
members played a large part. Supper
afterwards was exceptionally well attended
and it was great fun to have a table of
young people for the first time. Please
come again!
The auction – colourful in its produce
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much needed kitchen utensils and
gardening tools! So THANK YOU on behalf
of us all.’
Hawridge & Cholesbury Churches’
Fete – August Bank Holiday Monday
What a beautiful day we had for our
annual fete! After all the hard work in
preparation for the event, we were very
pleased to receive so much support from
villages and visitors alike.
The day started well with lots of help in
setting up the marquees and stalls and we
thank the willing band of workers most
sincerely. The Fete was opened by David
Burgess and the stalls and side-shows (not
to mention the BBQ) were soon in full
swing. Our customers were soon seen to be
busy buying up the goods from the various
stalls. The side-shows also did a good trade
with people trying their hand at Golf; Splat
the Rat; Bowling; the Coconut Shy and
various other attractions.
The Golf included a new event this year
with a Longest Putt competition. First prize
was a golf lesson with the professional at
The Grove and was won by John Martin
from Hawridge with a 26ft 5ins putt! John
will surely enjoy top quality tuition before
his twelfth birthday. Good luck, John!
This year’s Coin Collage – Myrtle the
Fert’le Turtle, hurtled away with a total of
£59.91 (after deducting Euro-junk and
other unacceptable coins!) and the winner

and the auctioneering swift as it was
successful – the whole evening raised £475.
Our sincere thanks to those who decorated
the Church, prepared the delicious supper,
organised the auction and went home
laden with flowers, fruit and vegetables!

HAWRIDGE

S

unday 4th November at 3pm. At this
service we remember those who have
died recently as well as those of our
families and friends whom we wish to
remember. There will be an opportunity to
light a candle of remembrance and a list of
names will be read out. If you would like a
name added to the list, please contact one
of the churchwardens, James Watson –
758914 or Joan Walton – 758332. The Revd.
Kevan Royle will be leading the service.
Ingwavuma Children’s Charity At the
joint April 5th Sunday service held at
Hawridge, you may remember that our
collection was for this Charity. We have
received a copy of an email giving details
of what our donations helped to buy.
‘Well, thanks to you and your friends,
this Saturday will see the delivery of five
bunk-beds; a table and chairs; a gas stove;
a sofa set and a kitchen unit! I also bought,
with your funds, new bedding and a new
towel for each of the children as well as
28
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of the £5 book token was Brendan
O’Sullivan from Chivery.
The tea-ladies were kept very busy
providing wonderful cakes and sandwiches
as visitors listened to the excellent music of
The Ellesborough Silver Band. The
afternoon drew to a close with the Grand
Draw and its widely distributed prizes.
The total profit from the Fete was
£3,589 which will be divided between
Hawridge and Cholesbury Churches. This
event provides a substantial part of the
income needed to meet the everyday
maintenance expenses of our Churches.
Our grateful thanks to all who manned
the stalls so efficiently or helped in any
other way to make the day such a success.
We hope that all of you who helped
enjoyed the day and did not find it too
strenuous. We very much look forward to
receiving your help again next year!

HAWRIDGE CHURCH
WALKING GROUP
The next walk will be on Tuesday 2nd
October. We will meet at Hawridge Church
at 10am and the walk will finish with
coffee at The Laurels. Anyone is welcome
to join us – it’s a three-mile walk and is
taken at a leisurely pace!
The November walk is on Tuesday
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6th at 10am – meeting place to be
arranged. Do contact Margaret or Joan
nearer the date for details. A donation of
50p towards church funds is always
appreciated!

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY COMMONS
PRESERVATION SOCIETY

Margaret and Joan Walton 758332

AGM

CHOLESBURY

O

Y

ou will have read Joan’s report on
the joint Hawridge and Cholesbury
Fete which took place this year at
the ‘Cholesbury’ end of the Common. The
excellent result was worth all the effort!
The PCC thanks all those who helped to
run stalls: made cakes, scones and jams;
gave plants, books, prizes and much more.
A special thank you to our newly arrived
families who helped for the first time.
Gift Aid This new scheme has got off to
a good start. Our thanks to those members
of the congregation who have agreed to
take part. Wendy is busy claiming back the
Tax and we look forward to an
improvement in our finances. The Fete
receipts have also helped us.
The Four Parishes Service was held at
Cholesbury on 30th September. This was a
Parish Communion and we welcomed
George Rivas as our guest speaker. George
spoke from a depth of knowledge about
children’s needs – particulary with
Christmas in view.
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ur AGM will be held on 5th
December at Cholesbury Village
Hall, starting at 8pm. This is your
best opportunity to have your say about
the work of the Society and we welcome
your input though, as always, it is helpful
to know in advance if you want to raise
issues so that we can schedule sufficient
time for discussion. Please ring or email me,
758 440 or lindsaygriffin@yahoo.com, with
any topics for inclusion.
Our guest speaker this year will be John
Willson of Downley Common who is, I
believe, a very good speaker. Also, I
understand that many exciting things are
going on at Downley Common.
40th Anniversary
This year is the 40th anniversary of the
Society and it may be timely to reflect on
the role of the Society and our efforts to
manage the Commons in ways which are
not only enjoyable to the various human
user groups here, but which also allow our
diverse flora and fauna to flourish.
Clearly, there have been lots of changes
in this time alone, including changes of
use, climate etc. You may consider that we
have not always got the management
quite right but think of the alternative!
Without the work of the many dedicated
members of the committee and the
working parties over the years, the
Commons might have become the
‘impenetrable jungle’ which Ron How, one
of our longest serving and most stalwart
Chairmen, predicted for 2000. If you have
any doubts, come and look at the
wilderness area at Hawridge. This is the
only area, on the two Commons, where
there is minimal human intervention and
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whilst it has its own charm, this is how the
rest of the Commons would be without the
work of Society!
Work on the Web site
Our Secretary, Graham Kersting, has been
working with Steve Clark to make our web
site more user-friendly and so we hope
that, in the next few weeks, the new
version will be up and running. We would
welcome photographs of the Commons in
the olden days, as well as more recently. If
you have any suitable photos or mementos
which we could copy, or if you have
suggestions for items that you would like
to be included, please get in touch!
Revision of Aims
As part of the content of the web pages,
we are revising the Aims and Rules of the
Society - though not in any radical way and will bring our suggestions to the AGM
for ratification.
Working Parties
It is nearly time for the working parties to
begin again. Isobel’s list of places and dates
follows.
Everyone is welcome, adults and children
alike - bring thick gloves - refreshments
provided!
For further information contact Oliver
Parsons 758694 or Isobel Clark 758987 or
email www.cholesbury.com/hccps
Working parties normally run from
9.30am – 12.30 pm but, if you can only
come for part of the time, you will still be
most welcome.
As always, if you can’t make it on
Sunday mornings but can spare an hour or
two at other times, Isobel would be very
happy to suggest possible alternative jobs.
We would like to thank Jeff Bell, John
Garner and Brian Harris who have worked
hard on various tasks throughout the
summer.
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Sometimes there are jobs which are
simply too big for the working parties such as removing the big ash tree which
came down across the definitive path
between The Rose and Crown and Stoney
Lane. We are very grateful to Sandra and
Peter, the landlords of the Rose and Crown,
and to Peter’s brother, David for clearing
this for us. Many thanks for all your help!
Bottom Horse Ride
The working party on 21st October is
specifically to clear the bottom horse ride
and we would really welcome help from
local riders as well as our regular helpers.
This would not only provide a good
opportunity for us to get together but
could also promote understanding of the
riders’ needs, as well as showing just how
much effort the working parties put into
keeping the rides open.
Butterfly Walk
Again the walk led by David Dennis on
12th August 2007 was a great success.
David’s enthusiasm always ensures that it is
an enjoyable event. Good to know that he
feels that HCCPS management practices
encourage the butterflies!!
This is David’s account of the event.
“The picture shows the sun shining, but
umbrellas up; a group of people in high
spirits, but also looking rather soggy – so
what’s going on!!??
Well, it’s the second of the recent
Commons Butterfly Walks, now threatening
to become an annual event. Around
twenty stalwarts joined Lindsay and me, in
spite of an indifferent weather forecast.
We started in bright sunshine, but with
ominous looking black clouds in the
distance. An initial trawl through the grass
opposite the Full Moon produced a
Meadow Brown and a Gatekeeper,
butterflies similar enough in flight to need
a close look to tell them apart. Soon after,
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Date
2007

Location

Activity

Oct 7

Rays Hill ride behind
Common Ley (GR 934069)

Cut back blackthorn from footpath; burn brash
left by electricity contractors and cut
blackthorn. Bonfires

Oct 21

East side of Horseblock
Lane on bottom ride (GR
943069)

Cut hazel and hawthorn on bottom ride. On
west side of Horseblock (941069) remove
birches and stumps, low oak branches across
path. Bonfire

Nov 4

Bottom ride behind
Mermaid Cottage (GR
937071)

Fell apple limb leaning over ride; burn up
crown of fallen oak; clear fallen hawthorn near
footpath to Tring Grange Farm; HHCV to cut
back blackthorn beside Mermaid Cottage.
Bonfire.

Nov 18

Rays Hill ride at Braziers
End (GR 933066)

Remove leaning holly; remove fallen cherry;
clear baby ash & sycamore to allow path to
avoid muddy dip; remove lower limbs to allow
riders underneath. Continue with clearing brash
from electricity contractors. Bonfire

Dec 2

Opposite Field View (GR
945065)

Cut up and burn fallen/split apple tree; remove
holly under oak near road; fell hawthorns in
grassland near Willow Tree Cottage; remove
low and dead beech branch over top ride
opposite Box Tree Cottage. Bonfire

Dec 16

Opposite Shire Lane
towards Cholesbury Bottom
(GR 933074)

Regenerate gorse, remove low branches over
bottom ride and stumps of trees already. On
Shire Lane remove young ash trees beside road;
fell hawthorn across path to Fort; cut back
snowberry by Cherry Tree Cottages. Bonfire

we saw the first of three species of white
butterfly – this one a Green-veined White.
Gardeners were reassured to hear that this
white butterfly doesn’t attack their
cabbages, but sadly the Large White and
Small White seen later in the afternoon are
less kind!
As the inevitable drizzle started, we
were amazed to see a Speckled Wood still
flying – but making for the protection of
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an oak tree, where it sat for long enough
to be observed by most of the group.
Normally a butterfly of sunny patches
within the woods, it is to be seen on the
commons during most of the spring and
summer months.
Drizzle turned to stair-rods, which is
when the umbrellas came out, and we and the butterflies - beat a hasty retreat
under the trees. However, as the rain
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eased, it became clear that we were
getting wetter under the dripping trees
than out in the open!
A hot sun quickly re-emerged, the photo
was taken, and we continued – steaming
gently – in search of more butterflies.
Almost immediately, one of the commons’
specialities – a Purple Hairstreak –
appeared, high up in an oak tree, but so
fleetingly that it was not seen by many of
us. This summer’s wet weather has taken
its toll of the smaller species – hairstreaks,
skippers, blues and coppers being very thin
on the ground. So, we were particularly
pleased to have good views of several
Small Coppers and a perfectly fresh female
Common Blue. The females of most blue
butterflies are brown, and quite hard to
tell apart, so we had a brief discussion of
the differences in the patterns of spots on
the underside of the wings, which help to
distinguish them.
At this stage, with nine species seen, I
felt ‘off the hook’ to some extent, but
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puzzled at the lack of the ‘garden’
butterflies, particularly Red Admiral,
Peacock and Comma, which until recently
have been on the commons in good
numbers this year. However, right at the
end of our walk, a Comma was found, and
finally we had a brief glimpse of a Holly
Blue – a real bonus, as this is a delightful
powder-blue insect, seen very occasionally
flying along the wood edges.
So, the final total was eleven species.
There was, perhaps, no real equivalent of
last year’s excitement over finding a
breeding colony of the rare White-letter
Hairstreak within 300 metres of the pub(!),
and the spectacular Silver-washed Fritillary
– known to be flying on the commons this
year – sadly failed to appear for us.
Nevertheless, to see so many species
after a dreadful summer, and on a poor
day, is a tribute to the management of the
commons over recent years. There is a
good balance of habitats – grassland,
woodland and sunny glades. Scrub
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invasion and excessive tree numbers are
sensitively controlled to maintain this
balance – so vital to butterflies, and to the
overall biodiversity of this beautiful area.
It is a pleasure to lead these walks and
with HCCPS’s agreement, I look forward to
a repeat, perhaps in the spring of next year
to track down some different species.”
We hope that you will enjoy the
Commons as much as David so obviously
does!!
Lindsay Griffin (Chairman)

THE THURSDAY CLUB

W

e will be starting our new year
on Thursday 18th October at
8.00pm in St Leonards Parish Hall.
The speaker at this meeting will talk about
the charity Work Aid which restores old
tools etc. for sending to countries where
they are needed to help people earn a
living.
Membership subscriptions of £3 are
payable at this meeting. If you do not wish
to become a member, you are welcome to
attend the meeting at a cost of £1.
Our Social Afternoon with tea will take
place on Thursday 15th November at
2.30pm in St Leonards Parish Hall. During
the afternoon we play board games such as
Scrabble, Upwords and Trivial Pursuit.
Contributions of food for the tea would be
appreciated.
Everybody is welcome to attend any of
the meetings of the Thursday Club.
Brian and Anne Lake 01296 620169;
Violet Lovett 758775; Primrose and
Alan Langdon 01296 696092;
Joan Walton 758332

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

T

R

he visit to Pitstone Green Museum
took place on a cold Monday evening
in August. There was a lot to see in
and around the farm buildings and further
visits will be made by many of us as time
and daylight ran out that night. Tea,
coffee and biscuits in a warm barn were
welcomed while Hilary Sheppard and Sue
Scott took the opportunity to give out
details of forthcoming events. One of
these was a visit to the Wind Farm at Kings
Langley. For this visit, the evening was
warm and balmy and although there was
very little wind, the arms of the turbine
were turning. Renewable Energy Systems
Limited have developed the site of the
Ovaltine Egg Farm and a guided tour
included information about the site, the
benefits of renewable energy and the
growing of crops such as miscanthus
(known as elephant grass). The evening
was completed by a meal at The Young
Pretender, where the pleasant conditions
had encouraged many people out for a
drink.
October 15th is the Annual Meeting
and there will be a Bring and Buy Stall,
then in November there will be a talk by a
representative of The Toy Box Charity. This
is a locally based charity which helps the
street children of Latin America.
Visitors are welcome to join our monthly
meetings which are held on the third
Monday of each month in St Leonards
Parish Hall.

ecent Ringmaster
messages have again
highlighted the
importance of locking
vehicles, including while on
driveways, and not leaving
items on display or even in the boot particularly Sat Navs and Laptops. There
have also been a number of distraction
burglaries in Chesham where callers have
stated that they are from Age Concern.
Notice has been received about research
company BMG Research of Birmingham
carrying out a survey on behalf of the
County Council. It starts on 10th September
and will take about a month so you may
already have been approached by the time
of publication. It is a doorstep interview
and the caller will have identification but
this can be checked by ringing 0845 370 80
90, Buckinghamshire County Council’s
contact centre.
Shirley Blomfield 758314

Contact Carol Henry for more information
758435.
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PAT REID
1920 – 2007

S
HAWRIDGE AND
CHOLESBURY SCHOOL
End of Summer Term …

T

he weather was kind for our sports
day and as usual the pupils threw
themselves into the event with gusto.
The teams, each made up of children across
the ages of 4 to 11 years, worked their way
through a variety of challenges devised by
teacher Mrs Rosie Reid and ably assisted by
a plethora of teaching staff, parents and
governors. Teas and cakes provided by The
Friends kept all involved hydrated and
replete (thank you, ladies).
For some of those involved this was their
last sports day here at H&C School. In fact,
a week later we celebrated the
achievements of the oldest pupils at our
annual leavers’ service. Mr Roy Davey
addressed the group and passed out
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awards, bibles and recollection books as
keepsakes. The pupils received much praise
for their work this year and were wished
every success in their future endeavours.
We also said goodbye to our Year 3
teacher, Miss Shirley Weston, who left to
teach abroad. During her time with us she
spearheaded an impressive programme of
sports for the children, participating in
many of them herself. She will also be
remembered for her enthusiasm and
energy - and her wholehearted dressing up
for history lessons! Miss Weston was given
a rip-roaring send off by her class and we
are sure she will be just as popular in her
new post.
Finally, further fun - and fundraising was had at our family barbeque and end of
term Sausage Sizzle event and we chugged
(and then hurtled) to the last day. Phew!
Kay Bass
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adly, Pat Reid died on 5th August,
aged 87, after a protracted illness and
just 13 months after the death of her
husband, Eric.
Pat and Eric moved from London to
Whitecroft, Hawridge Vale more than 60
years ago and ran a smallholding on the
property, raising pigs and later, growing
mushrooms organically. Eric went on to
become the manager of Chiltern Herb Farm
whilst Pat turned her hand to many jobs
but principally worked as secretary to Dr
Margaret Lowenfeld, the eminent child
psychologist who lived at Cherry Tree
Cottage, Cholesbury and later for a medical
research group in Chesham.
Early in their time in Hawridge, Pat and
Eric learned that their younger son,
Stephen, suffered from muscular dystrophy,
for which there is no cure. The family
became active members of a support group
and were involved in fund raising for
research into the causes and a possible
cure. Stephen’s photograph was chosen for
publicity material for their National
Campaign.
Despite the difficulties of coping with a
child who was so physically disabled, Pat
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and Eric were able to keep him at home
and to provide a happy environment for
him until his death, aged 16. Pat wrote
very poignantly of their experiences and of
their gratitude to Miss Edwards, the then
headmistress of Hawridge School and to
the pupils who helped Stephen fit in there,
despite his disability.
For many years, Pat and Eric were almost
self sufficient with vegetables which they
grew organically. Whitecroft is
remembered by friends and neighbours as
a quiet haven, set in trees which they had
planted and where there was always a
warm welcome.
After Eric’s death, Pat went to live in a
residential home in Woburn Sands in order
to be near to their elder son Paul, a
successful builder, and his family. Pat was a
proud mother and grandmother and she
was delighted to be able to meet her new
great-grandson. She maintained her
interest in charities and donated many of
Eric’s water colours to causes such as the
Multiple Sclerosis Centre at Halton; Iain
Rennie Hospice at Home; Pepper (the
children’s branch of Iain Rennie) and to the
Muscular Dystrophy Campaign.
Pat and Eric were a delightful couple
and are both sadly missed by those who
knew them.
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HARVEST 2007
It’s a terrible poor harvest
I heard the farmer say,
Some fields of wheat that should be gold
Are a dirty shade of grey,
And roses in my garden
Seem to hang their heads in shame.
On days like this I can’t conceive
They will lift them up again.
But strangely in our village church
The villagers appear
Carrying vegetables, flowers and fruit
Which they do year after year.
The harvest festivals take place
All up and down the county,
Where people sing the harvest hymns
To ‘thank God for his bounty’.

Illustration: Nicky Tullet

I know that soon the leaves will change
To a glorious bronze and red.
My spirits lift and I forget
That winter lies ahead.
But whatever future years may hold,
Rumours of wars or peace,
Seedtime and harvest, cold and heat
Will never ever cease.
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HILLTOP NEWS
We welcome all letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to the Hilltop
Villages. Material for inclusion in the December edition should go directly to Graham Lincoln
758449 e-mail grahamlnc@aol.com by the 5th November.
Kay Bass H & C SCHOOL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .786016 kay.bass@tiscali.co.uk
Anne Butterworth CHURCH MATTERS . . . . . . . . . .758700 anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk
Nick Butterworth TREASURER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758700 nick.butterworth@btinternet.com
Jim Hetherington WILDLIFE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758836 mailbox@jimhetherington.plus.com
Ann Horn ADVERTISING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758250 annhorn43@aol.com
Bill Ingram THE PUBS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758258 ingramold@aol.com
Maureen Newall

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758515

Fletcher Nicholson AUDITOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758366 fletcher.nicholson@virgin.net
Oliver Parsons PHOTOS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758694 oliver@parsons111.freeserve.co.uk
Rosemary Pearce DISTRIBUTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758334
John Phimister . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .01296 623425
Sally/Marcus Reynolds FARMING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758548/758610 woodfarmmichael@lineone.net
Michael Spark PRODUCTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758882 mjbspark@googlemail.com
Imogen Vallance SOCIETIES, DIARY, PROOFING . . .758552 imogen@ciders.fsnet.co.uk
Guy Williams SECRETARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758735 guyandsuewilliams@btopenworld.com
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