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can be few people who didn’t know him
and many friends of all ages who will miss
him. We marked his landmark birthdays in
HN and we were delighted when he
reached his century. He was indomitable.
We will be doing his life more justice in
the next issue but meanwhile we
remember with affection his happy years
with his wife Violet and the love and pride
he took in his family: the values he always

stood for; the
generosity, warmth
and sense of humour
which never left him;
the wonderful
welcome which
invariably greeted his
innumerable visitors to
Cherry Cottage; and
last but not least the
immaculately kept and

beautiful garden which meant so much to
him.

Horace, we shall miss you!

HORACE BUTCHER
25th April 1907 - 13th December 2007

‘It’s a good place to live. Stay as long as

you like. When you want to leave, just

close your eyes’. 

This was how much Horace loved
Buckland Common where he was
born and

where he died.
And remembering
Horace and his long
and happy life, you
couldn’t ask for a
better testament to
the benefits of life
in the Hilltops.

Horace was a
true countryman
and a gentleman and it was with
enormous sadness that the Hilltop Villages
learned of his death in December. There

savills.co.uk

Simon Lambert
Head of Office

Savills - the property specialists

Savills Chesham
3 Market Square
Chesham HP5 1HG
01494 775650
chesham@savills.com

If you're thinking of selling your property contact Savills Chesham for a free market appraisal
If your property is currently on the market with another agent, you should check your Terms of Business 
in order to avoid paying two commissions.
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ST LEONARDS FILM
SEASON!!

At long last the long-awaited St.
Leonards film season is underway,
with a dazzling list of titles between

now and 7th March!  All shows will be in
the St. Leonards Church Room starting at
7.30pm for a prompt 8pm start (except
where shown) - no trailers or silly ads!
There'll be a complimentary glass of wine
and of course all shows will be FREE!
(condition of the licence). The films are a
mixture of the secular and faith-inspired,
and I hope you will find them appealing:

• Friday 8th February: The Mission,
starring Robert de Niro and Jeremy Irons.
It's a 'PG' made in 1986, 18th century
struggle between South American tribes
and colonialisation 

• Friday 22nd February: The Name of the
Rose, starring Sean Connery and F.
Murray Abraham. It's an '18' made in
1986, a 14th century monastic thriller 

• Friday 7th March: Jesus of Montreal,
starring Lothaire Blutheau and others.
It's also an ‘18’, made in 1989, a modern
-day parable of the Passion story

Please contact Gavin Oldham 758348 or
gdro@btconnect.com if you wish to come
as seats are limited!

TEA PARTIES

The next two Tea Parties will be held
on Wednesday 27th February and
Wednesday 26th March in the Church

Room at St Leonards. We meet at 3pm and
generally finish about 4.30pm.

Why not come and join us?     We’re an
interesting group of friends from across the
Hilltop Villages (or we like to think so) and
the scones and cakes are delicious! It’s fun
to exchange news with people who are not
able to dash about the villages as they
might have done – and even to chat to
those of you who still do!    We are always
delighted to collect you if you give Anne
Lake – 01296 620169 – a ring.

SUPPER CONCERT 
ST LEONARDS PARISH
HALL
Saturday Evening 10th May 2008  

Please put this date in your diary now

This event is being planned as a joint
fund-raiser by St Leonards Parish Hall
Management Committee and The

Village Train Group.  Half of the net
proceeds will go to the St Leonards Parish
Hall Management Committee’s current
extension fund; the other half will go
towards rebuilding “Annie”, the little
brown carriage towed behind “Thomas”,
the villages’ little blue train which will next
appear at St Leonards Parish Hall Annual
Summer Fete on Saturday 7th June 2008.

The entertainment will consist of a
variety of songs performed by soloists and
a small choir plus instrumental
performances and some readings.  The
musical programme will be devised and
performed by Windsor Thomas and friends.
The evening will be compèred by Francis
Sanger.

This gives advance notice of an event
now in the planning stage.  Bookings will
be taken and tickets sold by Paddy Thomas
758460.

Windsor Thomas

AN INVITATION 
FROM ST LEONARDS
PARISH HALL
Following the appeal letter sent out before

Christmas, it has been decided to go ahead

with the extension, with work scheduled to

start in early spring.

Avery big thank you to everyone who
has donated/pledged towards the
costs of the building work.  There is

still a shortfall of £10,000 and if you meant
to make a contribution but think that you
have missed the deadline, do not despair,
Michael Reynolds will be pleased to hear
from you – contact him on 758548.   Gift
Aid is also a great way to increase your
donation and we have the necessary forms
for completion! 

All offers, large or small, will help
towards the aim of making the hall a
meeting place that the community can be
proud of and can be used by everyone.

The Management Committee would like
to invite all of you who have the interests
of the hall at heart, to the Annual General
Meeting – this will be held on Tuesday,
12th February 2008, at 8pm at the hall.

You can hear first hand about the future
plans along with the existing activities
taking place at the hall.  You may have
some thoughts to offer on other activities
that an extended hall could accommodate?
Do come along, enjoy some refreshments
and take the opportunity to meet friends
and neighbours too.

SAD LOSS TO
HILLTOP VILLAGES

As this issue was going to press,
we learned that Gary William
Heap died unexpectedly in the

morning of 15th January 2008 at the
age of 51. In a business partnership with
Michelle Stratton for seven years, Gary
was co-landlord of the White Lion pub
in St Leonards. Since Gary had become a
much respected member of the Hilltop
Community, we shall write about his life
in the Easter issue of the Hilltop News.

Need to know more? 

Contact Michael Reynolds 758548,  

Mick Mariscotti 837093, John Horn

758250 or any of the Hall Committee.
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-
ST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY NEWS

After another fairly mild winter we
should all by now be busy in our
gardens, getting them back into

shape for another year, but if you are new
to your garden, be sure to leave areas
undisturbed until you have had a chance to
see what may emerge over a full year’s
span. In the meantime, why not come along
to an event organised by the local
horticultural society? Non-members are
welcome at them all except for the
members-only open garden visit in the
summer. Membership costs only £2 a year
and can be obtained by telephoning Diana
Garner on 758347.

The first event of 2008 will be a talk and
slide show to be given by Mrs Edwina

Robarts, who is the County Organiser for
Herts Open Garden Scheme. This will be
accompanied by a cheese and wine supper.
Start time is 19.30 at St Leonards Village
Hall on Friday 14 March.

During the summer, we will be holding
an Open Garden and Tea for all comers,
and the charity elected at the AGM to
receive profits from the afternoon is Iain
Rennie Hospice at Home. Dates for this and
the members-only evening garden visit will
be advertised later.

The Annual Horticultural and Craft Show
will take place this year on Saturday 30
August at Hawridge and Cholesbury School.
Let us hope that we have a slightly more
settled summer this year, which will enable
us all to enter!

Anne Brown  758890
Hort Soc Committee
(http://www.cholesbury.com/hortsoc.htm)
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

There has been a spate of thefts of
produce from the Springall Hill
allotments recently. We are not

talking about small thefts but whole rows
of cabbages at a time.

The Council has implemented a number
of measures (most remain confidential) to
catch the thieves and you will see that an
additional hedge has been planted to
prevent passers-by seeing the produce and
getting ideas. Please help us by being
vigilant. If you see a strange vehicle parked
close to the allotments please make a note
of its number. Should there be any more
thefts I will circulate details on the
Grapevine and you can let me know of any
cars parked at the relevant time.

On 29th January I will be taking our
new Local Area Technician (Bucks County
Council Highways) on a guided tour of the
Parish. I hope to cover every pothole, flood
location, damaged verge, etc and he will
have no excuses in future. He already tells
me that grips and gullies are now only
cleared when they block and potholes are
only repaired when they are ‘serious’, but I
will point him in the right direction. 

Remember the number to call for Bucks
Highways to report a problem is 0845 230
2882. Call them straight away: don’t wait
for the next Council meeting. 

David Clarke – Clerk to the Council 758567

PARISH HALL QUIZ

Thank you to all those who have been
supporting the St Leonards Parish Hall
refurbishment fund. Quiz number 4

has been on sale since December with the
closing date of 3rd March, so there is still
time for you to participate. Quiz sheets at
£1 are available from Sandy Clarke,
Beechwood, St Leonards. Please do have a
go: there is an extra prize drawn from all
who submit an entry regardless of score!

Sandy Clarke  758567
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Are you looking at 
your options?

If you’d like to find out about a way of…
• working for yourself with flexible hours
• doing something you enjoy
• being with positive people
• helping others & helping yourself
• taking care of your health naturally
• with lots of training & support

…then please give me a call.

It would be my pleasure to share a business I love with
you, so that you can see if there is something in it for you

Suitable for any age or background, whatever kind of
income you are looking for 

Look forward to hearing from you…Valerie
01494 757197 or 07946 423251

THE COUNTY COUNCIL
2008 has begun on a wet

and windy note and the

ground is now sodden

making dog walking a real

challenge. Slippery paths

and deep mud mean

frequent brushing but nonetheless they

love it!  I do hope everyone enjoyed the

holiday and wish you all a very successful

and happy year.   

It was great to meet the contributors to the
Hilltop News in early January and know
that the excellent publication is flourishing.

As I write, the ‘grapevine’ is also buzzing on
a variety of topics, how modern technology
has transformed life in the countryside. 

In mid-December the County Council
learned that Children’s and Young People’s
Services had been awarded 3 stars, Adult
Social Care received 2, meaning that
Buckinghamshire remains a 4 star authority
for the coming year. This is the top rating for
quality and performance, however balancing
the books over the next three years will not
be easy as the government continues to
penalise the South East.

In real terms, older people’s services now
receive less than in 2003, as we prepare for a
4% increase per year in the number of older
and vulnerable people. ‘Because Every Adult
Matters’, launched by the County in October,
will enable us to reach an extra 3000 older
people this year offering advice and support
to help them lead independent lives. In
Buckinghamshire 43% of people living in
residential and nursing care are self-funders
compared to the national average of 30%.
Self-funders have traditionally sought this
type of care when they were 24% fitter than
those assessed by social services. It is a fact
that people live longer in their own homes
and we want to help and support people in

making these decisions. Certain disabilities
are also on the increase and we estimate that
there will be an extra 268 people needing
care over the next 15 years. Grant funding is
now delivered through partnerships and
together with local charities and voluntary
organisations we are planning and preparing
now to ensure that we can offer the best
possible support for vulnerable people living
in Buckinghamshire.

To date we have not had too many icy
roads this winter. I shall be consulting with
the Parish Council to ensure that we prioritise
on the country roads most in need of repair
as funds become available.  

County’s website now has a more modern
appeal which reduces the number of
telephone calls by 24,000 a month. Customer
Services already handle 36,000 calls a month,
and it is now possible to access County
Council services both from your TV and
mobile phone. The ‘Looking Local’ service is
available on Sky or Virgin Media digital
television, a Freeview box with modem or a
web enabled mobile phone. You can find out
about our services, report a problem, request
a service or a call back and access train and
bus timetables. Plus you can search for jobs
locally and nationally and book a doctor’s
appointment.

Please let me know if I can assist you at
County Hall by talking direct to officers and
ensuring that your concerns are properly
considered.

Tricia Birchley 01296 621138
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LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP 
There’s a lot to talk about this month.  Not

just the upcoming

Programme of

Evening Meetings for

the next couple of

months or so, but also

our first Local History

Group Workshop.

PROGRAMME OF EVENING MEETINGS
We experience Westminster Abbey stone by
stone on March 7th when Geoff Roberts
constructs a story about the building and its
restoration.

It’s ‘A Batchelor’s Delight’ on April 4th
when we hear from Anne Batchelor about
the delightful story of her ancestor and
another of our ‘Local Heroes’, Daniel
Batchelor who made good.

The venue for all meetings is St Leonards
Parish Hall, and they start at 8.00 for 8.15pm.

Annual membership, which provides free
entry to our evening meetings as well as a
copy of our Newsletter, is great value at just
£6 per annum. Visitors are welcome at all
meetings for just £2 paid at the door.

For further information please contact
Sylvia Watson on 758914.

Chris Brown 758890
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‘LEARNING TO READ
OLD DOCUMENTS’
A Local History Group Workshop

Saturday 15th March 2008 

at Cholesbury Village Hall

10.30 am – 12.30 pm 

(coffee available from 10.00 am)

Local History Group Members: £7.00

Non–members: £10.00

This workshop will be led by Laura

Robertson, Senior Archivist at the

Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies.

Laura promises that it will be very much

a ‘hands on’ morning. Using examples

from Buckinghamshire archives and

from our own Local History Group

documents, she will help you to

recognise and read various styles of

handwriting found in old wills, deeds

and documents. If you are researching

your family or house history, or are 

just intrigued by old documents, this

may be exactly the help you need to

decipher them. 

Numbers will be limited, so book your

place as soon as possible

Please call Paddy Thomas on 758460
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SPINNING A TALE 
OR TWO ABOUT 
THE WEB OF LIFE

Difficult to believe in a year when there

was no summer to talk about, but 2007

was the third warmest on record, only

edged into bronze place with 1998 in gold

and 2005 in silver. Despite this, 2007 also

proved to be the wettest so far this decade

(circa 33ins fell locally). 

Whereas Britain suffered major
flooding in 2007 we were lucky
to escape most of the deluge in

July, which luckily fell mainly elsewhere.  In
fact this increased rainfall has been a
significant feature of the last 18 months or

so and has led to a dramatic rise in the
local water table, which rose to over 50
feet by April: its highest point since 2001.
As the water table has remained high
going into 2008 and with the medium-term
meterological forecast suggesting a wetter
than average first quarter, I anticipate that
we may see the seasonal chalk streams and
bournes spilling out lower down the ‘vales’
and as in 2001/2 once again putting
pressure on Chesham’s flood management.

There are over 640 species of spiders in
Britain and 100 of these can be found in
our gardens and around a dozen more
living amongst us indoors. Early morning
dew bedecks the webs of garden spiders. It
is only the female who constructs these
traps. The male scavenges for food rather
than producing these elaborate structures.
The webs are built twice, the first time a
non-sticky framework, which is tensioned

with stout strings. When the second web is
spun it starts as a fine spiral on the central
section of the web. This is where the spider
will await its prey. Meanwhile the outer
sections are then re-spun using sticky
gummed silk produced by a special gland
and entwined by three spinnerets on the
spider’s abdomen. The non-sticky strands of
the first web are eaten as it goes. To avoid
getting tangled, the spider spreads special
oil liberally over its legs. Not all spiders
produce elaborate webs. Some lay their
sticky strands across the grass in a mesh;
others produce funnels or ‘spit’ a sticky net
at their prey. For the spider this is a web of
life, for its prey a web of death!

Cock pheasants are prone to causing a
disturbance day or night at
the moment as they
patrol their
territory,
ensuring
their
harem
of hen
birds
are not
wandering off.
Occasionally, a younger
male ‘on the make’ will try and
muscle in and this will set-off one or
more controlled couplets of clucks. Where
the encounter is with a deer, human or
predator, rather than a cluck it’s a
cacophony. More distinctive though are the
wing beats of the defending male as he
drives the upstart off. Whereas we hear
this as the drumming, it is not so much the
noise but a low frequency vibration, too
low for our ears, which resonates for
several miles around and signals to other
contenders to keep away. Other ‘game’
birds such as grouse and quail have their
own distinctive signature tunes. Perhaps
most unusual is the snipe, a wading bird
much persecuted as ‘game’ in earlier years,
which I recall hearing as a youngster as its

booming sound bombarded my ears
causing me some discomfort. 

Populations of these game birds are
subject to many ups and downs. Typically,
this is the result of being both reliant on a
reliable and constant supply of
invertebrates, grain and grass or in the case
of pheasant all of these. On the other
hand, healthy populations of ‘game birds’
support many predating animals – fox and
stoat, or bird – sparrow hawk, peregrine
and jay, or reptile - grass snake, which like
the jay, happen also to take eggs. This web
of life is complex. So fluctuations in the
population of ‘game’ birds have an impact

on those above and below
them and vice versa.

Early morning –
the hour before
dawn - the
airwaves are the
province of
blackbirds,
chaffinches,
starlings and

thrushes.
Blackbirds having

made the running
during January

although due for a
comeback in March, fall silent

in February leaving the way clear
for Mavis (the thrush) to rehearse any one
of over 100 tunes it has in its extended
repertoire. Meanwhile, starlings freed of
their autumnal murmurings will be heard
to whistle as they seek out a cranny (or
nook). Chaffinches start hesitantly but
when others have had their say are still
going strong, finishing with a flourish. The
mellow laughter or ‘yaffing’ of green
woodpeckers in flight can be heard. The
key to breeding success for such birds will
be the availability of invertebrates. Warmth
encourages the early emergence of sugar-
rich flowers such as celandines, the nine-
petalled stars bursting through their leaves,
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garlic, and in these milder days, cow
parsley. In early March, there is the annual
flourish of blackthorn, the pungent
whitewash marching at the double along
the lanes from Chesham, Tring and
Wendover taking perhaps a fortnight to
reach the hilltops. Without this sugar-rush
there will not be an explosion of flies and
bugs to provide the source of carbohydrate
essential if these birds are going to have
sufficient energy to propagate. This web of
life is fragile. No warmth, no flowers, wet
grass means plenty of worms and ground
beetles, meanwhile a sharp frost and bug
and bird alike are sunk.

On warm March days look out for the
sulphur-winged brimstone butterflies
emerging from hibernation, normally but
not always ahead of small tortoiseshells.
Our mild winters now support over-
wintering red admirals hitherto delayed
abroad until the first favourable
continental winds. However, a forestalled
spring and shortage of suitable nectar-
producing flowers will mean fewer eggs
are laid and therefore less predation of the
food plants. The web of life is self-

regulating. So in good years an excess of
caterpillars will consume all the food
leading to shortages later in the season. 

Some of you may have heard Sir David
Attenborough last month launching the
2008 Year of the Frog campaign aimed at
raising awareness of the fragility of the
populations of frogs due to
industrialisation, pollution, deforestation,
climate change and in particular a newly
discovered disease which is affecting
certain populations around the world.
Frogs are unsurprisingly not at the top of
most people’s list of favourite animals.
However, without them many pests of our
cereal crops such as slugs, or beetle larvae
and, further afield, locusts would be
uncontrolled. Alongside spraying and
inoculation they are the principal control
for mosquitoes and the spread of malaria.
The campaign is not aimed at changing
their celebrity status but is more about
raising their importance for conservation
purposes and the crucial role they play in
the web of life.

So next time you happen on a glistening
spider’s web, think about the metaphor it
portrays. A delicate inter-connecting weave
of plants and animals whose ecology is
balanced on thin threads which are easily
damaged.

As always I look forward to your
questions and comments.

chrisbrown@rayshill.com



17Hilltop News16 Hilltop News

NEW BEGINNINGS
by the Revd. David Burgess

The churches celebrated two lesser-known

festivals in mid-January – on the same

Sunday, in fact. Right from the start of its

history, the church worldwide has

celebrated the Sunday after the Epiphany

in remembrance of Jesus' baptism. And in

this country, in rural communities for a

good many years, the same day has been

marked as Plough Sunday. Both festivals

are about new beginnings.

Plough Sunday is an occasion to think
about the beginning of the agricultural
cycle, the beginning of the preparation

of the land so that in due course it will offer
up a harvest. It's a hard business, this
preparation of the land; we know the soil is
full of potential and promise, but it needs a
lot doing to it if it is going to fulfil that
potential. 

We can see this if we note how quickly
unmanaged land reverts to wildness; leave it
to itself and it will soon be a mess of grass,
thistles, nettles, and brambles. Care and effort
has to be spent on land if it's not to become
formless waste, but rather give up the good
harvest that it has the potential to deliver.

The Baptism of Christ marks another
beginning: Jesus stepped for the first time into
the public sphere and he first heard his special
status proclaimed in the voice from heaven,
thus receiving licence to begin his ministry. 

Like the farmer, God puts care and labour
into making us, his creation, very good. But
none of us is the finished article. It takes time
and effort for the harvest to be ready. Growth
in faith and spiritual development is a process,
rather than a sudden coming to perfection.
Whenever in our lives our baptism happens, it
doesn’t mark the completion of the process.

We may find that frustrating, knowing
ourselves as yet to be so far from the
fulfilment of becoming what we're meant to
be. But we're in good hands. God is patient;
he’s prepared to take all the trouble that is
needed. From God's beginning in our lives
flows the beginnings of our reaching out to
others. 

We have families in our communities,
families within our congregations, who are
engaged in other beginnings - in a radical
overhaul of their lives. New beginnings aren't
necessarily comfortable or easy things,
especially when it's the start of life without a
loved one or the prospect of a life which may
soon be ending. These are the people with
whom we need to be sharing God's love, to
journey with them as it is appropriate, and to
help them make sense of their world.

Jesus' coming helps us to see the world
better for what it is - to identify evil and
sorrow and wrong for what they are, but to
see the potential for God to be at work in
everything and in the lives of everyone. God
the creator hasn't left us alone. He's given us
the tools we need to overcome what the
world throws at us. He's given us each other as
encouragement, sounding-board, shoulder or
any number of other roles. And, supremely,
he's given us Jesus as saviour and the one with
whom we identify, the one through whose
eyes we now view the world – whatever and
whenever our new beginnings may be.

Yours in Christ,



9.30
3.00pm

9.30

10.45

7.30pm

7.30pm

7.00pm

10.45
5.00pm

10.45

KH

IC

DB

Lay

JH

IC

9.30

10.45

9.30

7.30pm

7.30pm

2.00pm

9.45

10.45

KR
VO

DB

JH

IC

JH

DB
JH

IC
DB

DB
JuH

JW
IC

Lay

DB

IC

DB

11.00

6.00pm

11.00

7.30pm

1.00pm

9.00
11.00

10.45

Vicar       Curate
The Revd. David Burgess B.Sc     The Revd. Ivor Cornish
The Vicarage, The Lee,     01296 630345
Gt Missenden Bucks HP16 9LZ
01494 837315 Hon. Curate

The Revd. John Hull
01296 624487

Parish Secretary
Jane Reynolds
Church Room   01494 757048

 The Lee      Hawridge
 Mike Sherratt    01494 782701 Joan Walton  01494 758332
 Avril@sherratt64.freeserve.co.uk   James Watson  01494 758914
 Judy Hart   01494 837328
 judy.hart@virgin.net

 St Leonards     Cholesbury
 Anne Butterworth     01494 758700 John Farmer  01494758715
 anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk    jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com
 Ann Horn      01494 758250
 annhorn43@aol.com

NOTESSt. Mary’s
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DATE DAY

CHURCH SERVICES FEBRUARY & MARCH 2008
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Mid-week Holy Communion
10.00am every Wednesday at The Lee
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Evensong:

Book of Common Prayer

Parish Communion and Morning
Service:
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Parish Communion
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W  A  L  K     O  F     W  I  T  N  E  S  S
Start from St. Leonard’s or St. Mary’s. Arrive Cholesbury Common about 11.15
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ST LEONARDS
Holy Baptism

Sunday 2nd December 2007 Samuel Michael van Mellaerts

Sunday 23rd December 2007 Olivia Kate Hawker

Sunday 20th January 2008 Samuel Owen Ashby

HAWRIDGE
Christingle Service - This was held on

Advent Sunday and was well attended.
We were able to send £78 to the
Children’s Society.

Carol Singing - Our thanks to the
people who supported our carol singing.
We raised £101.22 for Save the Children.

Christmas Services - We were
delighted to welcome so many families
and friends to our Christmas Eve Carol
Service when John Martin, Felicity Kirsten,
Penny and Lucy Dale, Maisy and Molly
Bradfield, Angel Harper, Georgie Green
and Nancy Jones read so beautifully
clearly.

Our Christmas Day service was rather
quieter but altogether the Christmas
Season was celebrated with much joy and
friendship.

Ash Wednesday -  Joint Parish
Communion, 7.30pm.

Mothering Sunday 2nd March – This
falls on the first Sunday this year so we
will be holding a special Mothering
Sunday Family Service at the usual time of
9.30am.  There will be flowers for all the
children to give to their mothers.

Our usual Evensong will take place at
3pm on this day.

Good Friday 21st March – 10.30am -
The Walk of Witness starting at Hawridge
Church, meeting with the St Leonards Walk
in front of  Cholesbury Village Hall.

7pm – Devotional Hour.
Easter Sunday 23rd March

10.45 – Parish Communion.
5pm – Easter Praise – a Service of readings
and Easter Hymns.

Do you play an instrument or are
you learning to play…or do you sing?  If
so, perhaps you would like to help us
celebrate Easter at the Easter Praise Service
at 5pm on Easter Sunday.    Please contact
Joan Walton - 758332

Annual Church Meeting - 12th March
-  7.30pm at the School.  Please come to
support your church and to hear about the
past year’s activities and our plans for the
future.

Hawridge Church Walking Group –
The February walk will be on Tuesday 5th
when we will meet at 10am in Tring at the
lay-by at the bottom of Hastoe Hill near
the Museum. Anyone is most welcome to
join us. The walk is about three miles and
we take it at a leisurely pace!

The March walk will be on Tuesday
4th – Meeting place to be advised.  Please
contact Margaret and Joan nearer the
date for details 758332. A donation of
50p towards church funds is always
appreciated.

ST LEONARDS
The Service of Thanksgiving for Ruby Ann
Matthews, daughter of Hannah and Philip
held on Monday 10th December was a
mixture of enormous sadness and great joy.
Sadness that her young life of just one year
and three weeks has ended but joy for the
love, laughter and fun she has brought, not
only to her parents, but to all her family
and friends. David, who spoke very
movingly of the quality of life and the
quality of love left nobody in any doubt of
the importance of Ruby’s short but
wonderful life with Hannah and Philip.

Tea Party – Our Christmas gathering on
19th December was a special one when our
regular guests were thrilled to hear Joanna
Strevens sing one or two well-known songs
ending with ‘Go in Peace’, a blessing from
Joanna’s own school days. Tea followed in
the Church Room and it was good to see so
many friends.

Christmas started early on the 11th
December when about twenty Little Bears
together with Claire Cox, her assistants,
families and friends came to hear Virginia
tell the wonderful story of the birth of
Jesus. It all became very real as the children
literally followed the star outside the
Church – returning to find the crib with the
baby lying in the manger. David led the
short service and was delighted to have an
opportunity to talk to some of the mothers
as coffee and orange juice were downed
with enthusiasm afterwards in the Church
Room.

They certainly were not the only people
to follow the star this Christmas. The
Church and the Church Room have never
seen so many people in such a short time!
The Carol Service where the young voices
of Elizabeth McCrorie-Shand and Louis
Hitchcock rang out as they led the Junior
Choir in ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ was a
great starting point. We are so grateful for
the support of the choir organised by

Little Bears

Richard with the wonderfully pure voices
of the soloists, Craig Turpie and Joanna
Strevens which filled our little church. The
Junior church band and choir led brilliantly
by Andrew McCrorie-Shand numbered
eighteen this year and the unusual (for us
that is) sound of the euphonium played so
well by Robert Loder added to the
excitement of the new St Leonards Carol.
The young were fantastic, turning up at
half past three to practice in the Church
and then, fortified by a large tea in the
Church Room they returned for the Carol
Service. Well done all of you!

The Nativity on Christmas Eve was, as
ever, a joy! Virginia managed to rehearse
and dress her young group with a
minimum of fuss and a maximum of
enjoyment: even if one or two of the lambs
were well roasted over the fire during the
shepherds’ long wait to come and pay
homage to the baby.

The church was as always lit by large
cream candles surrounded by greenery and
lilies. It looked magical as people arrived
for Midnight Communion on Christmas
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The junior church band

Cholesbury carol singers

Eve, and David kept to his word on
Christmas morning when a happy band
of young families were on their way home
after just forty minutes! The church was
fuller than ever with young families – in
fact there were 63 of us! The message of
‘Rejoice’ and ‘Think’ didn’t fail to impress
all who heard it and the children’s
participation made it memorable.

Baptism
Several families have brought their children
to be baptised and we welcomed Samuel
van Mellaerts, grandson of Val and Mike
Cannon on Sunday 2nd December.  

John Hull took the service for the
baptism of Olivia Hawker, having married
her parents Frederick and Abigail in Little
Missenden a few years ago.  It was on 23rd
December by candlelight and John even
played the organ! 

Samuel Ashby was baptised on Sunday
20th January. It was lovely to welcome back
Colleen and John, whose two older
children have also been baptised in St
Leonards.

Samuel was the sixteenth baby to be
baptised at St Leonards this year. Our
Sunday School could be over-flowing in a Samuel van Mellaerts

Olivia Hawker

few years time!
MOTHERING SUNDAY on March 2nd

will be a family service at 11am. We look
forward to seeing you.

EASTER SERVICES – Please see the
centrefold Rota for details.

Good Friday – Walk of Witness starting
at St Leonards church at 10.30.

The Easter Garden and egg hunt with
Virginia is at 10 o’clock.

Easter Day – 11am: a short Family
Service led by David. We do welcome all
our regular congregation and our young
families and friends to take part in this
simple act of worship – the most important,
after all, in the Church calendar.  There is
an Easter-Egg hunt for those of suitable
age when you come out of church!

YOU ARE ALL MOST WELCOME TO JOIN
US!

CHOLESBURY
It was a Carol Singing Christmas at

Cholesbury both around the Village and in
the Church! A group of twenty seven Carol
Singers aged from two to over sixty and led
by David, met in the Village Hall.

With torches or lanterns and well
wrapped up against cold weather, we sang

CHURCH KNEELERS

You may remember that the
Church Kneeler project was
started to celebrate the Golden

Jubilee Year in 2002. Originally it was
intended that one commemorative
kneeler would be sewn for each of the
Hilltop churches. However, the idea
grew and many beautiful kneelers have
been worked to celebrate special
occasions, in memory of loved ones and
for other reasons. They now grace our
lovely churches.

There are still some kneelers being
worked on and I would very much like
to know for the records which ones are
outstanding. Most have been placed in
the church of your choice after being
recorded and photographed for the
record book I hold, but one or two have
slipped by me and I would like to catch
up and complete my records. So if you
still have a kneeler, or if you took it
straight to the church when finished,
please could you take the time to phone
me. Thank you.

Maureen Newall 758515
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traditional carols outside a number of
homes in the village. One family brought
out mulled wine and soft drinks and others
provided mince pies or biscuits – all of
which were most welcome!  Most families
had been phoned to ensure they were at
home but we managed to interrupt a
Bridge evening and caught two other
homes by surprise!  This event raises money
for ‘Send a Cow’ and we collected £76. A
big thank you to singers and listeners alike.

On the evening of Sunday 23rd
December we held our candlelit Carol
Service surrounded by poinsettias, holly
and ivy arranged most beautifully by Dorrit
Cartmell’s team. The singing was led by
David Clarke’s choir which included Louisa
Haggerty and Bob and Kate Davies. Louisa
sang a beautiful solo of ‘Silent Night’. Our
special thanks to Edward Green, George

Haggerty, Alice and Florence Hobbs and
Lily Strong who read the Christmas stories.
The evening ended with mulled wine
brewed by Mike Fletcher which was
particularly welcome to those standing at
the back of a very full church.

We can report the result of the
Shoebox Appeal at the end of November.
A fantastic total of 46 boxes were handed
in to Cholesbury Church. Thank you
everyone and particularly Louisa who
successfully encouraged her friends at
school to contribute.

Our Mothering Sunday service on
March 2nd is to be a Family Service at
9.30am. We welcome all our local families
as usual and there will be posies of flowers
for children to give to their mothers.

Please see the Rota for our Easter
Services.

In Memory Of Ruby Ann Matthews

Hannah & Philip would like to thank everyone for their prayers 
and messages of sympathy.

.
For those of you who were not able to attend the Service of Thanksgiving, 

if you would like to make a donation, details are given below:

“Neuro-Intervention Fund 735096”
Sent c/o Wright Funeral Directors

106 High St
Gt Missenden

HP16 0BE.

We very much want to continue our support for this fund and are 
planning to hold a Midsummers Eve Charity Ball & Auction on 

21st June 2008 in Cholesbury.

Ideas and any donations for Auction Prizes would be greatly appreciated.

For further information please contact Hannah Matthews
Philhan@btinternet.com

Tel: 01494 758897
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY COMMONS
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
AGM 
At the AGM in December, all of the
previous committee members were re-
elected but with the following changes.
Lindsay Griffin, who had served her three
years as Chairman, stood down and Linden
Bevan–Pritchard was elected Chairman.
David Barnard, though staying on the
committee, stood down as Vice-Chairman
and was replaced by Lindsay Griffin. Two
new members, John Caple and Sue Phillips
were elected and warmly welcomed to the
committee. We are sure that they will
make a very useful contribution to the
Society. The full committee as it now stands
is:- 

Officers
Chairman - Linden Bevan-Pritchard 758750
email bvanp@care4free.net 

Vice-Chairman – Lindsay Griffin

Secretary – Graham Kersting

Treasurer – Mike Fletcher

Committee Members 
David Barnard
John Caple
Steve Cheeld
Isobel Clark
John Cooper
Paul Hembury 
Sue Phillips

Lindsay thanked David for his 28 years
on the Committee including three years as
Chairman and nine as Vice-Chairman - a
very impressive record! She also thanked
the many people who have helped
maintain the Commons throughout the
year. Lindsay was also thanked for all her
hard work as chairman. She has
undertaken the job with a great sense of
responsibility and has made an outstanding

contribution to the Society – a very hard
act to follow! 

A vote was held on the motion to accept
the proposed changes to the Aims of the
Society - this was carried.

Isobel gave a very interesting
presentation on ‘The Commons - their
importance as a Local Wildlife Site and the
work of the Society’. This included a
number of slides of the plants and animals
to be found here which are of particular
interest to the scientists and for which the
Commons are prized.  A fuller report will
be in the draft minutes which we hope will
soon be on the HCCPS website
www.cholesbury.com/hccps.htm .

After a break for mulled wine and mince
pies, Kath Daly explained the work of the
Chilterns Conservation Board and John
Willson told us of the work on Downley
Common. Both provided stimulating
discussion and as always, it was useful to
hear how other groups deal with many of
the same problems that we face. 

Working Parties for February
As always volunteers are welcome to join the following working parties from 9.30 am. If
you need to burn off a few calories post Christmas this is a fun and useful way to do it!

Feb 10th West side of Horseblock Lane on bottom ride:
(GR 943069) Remove birches and stumps, low oak branches across path; remove

uphill oak and lower branches of downhill oak. Cut hawthorn and lay
across BT covers. On east side of Horseblock cut up fallen trees on road
edge and push back onto verge; remove small ash beside road near
bottom ride. Bonfire.

Feb 24th Beside Mermaid Cottage:
(GR 937071) Cut back blackthorn beside Mermaid Cottage leaving 2m thick hedge.

Bonfire. 

March 9th NW of Shepherds Cottage on edge of woodland:
(GR 944068) Fell trees to push back woodland edge. Bonfire. Distribute logs.

March 30th NW of Shepherds Cottage on edge of woodland:
(GR 944068) continue felling trees to push back woodland edge. Bonfire. 

Distribute logs.

Re-laying water pipes
Many of you will have seen the digging on
the Common opposite Cholesbury Village
Hall whilst the water pipes are being re-
laid. Obviously, we are all glad that this
work is finally happening but hope that
the contractors will re-instate the Common
carefully when they finish. We also hope
that, before too long, the work will
continue through Hawridge where there is
considerable damage to verges due to the
frequent water leaks.   We are grateful to
Christine for preventing the contractors
from digging directly outside the Village
Hall. The grass here is finally becoming re-
established through the plastic re-
enforcement, thanks to all of the Hall
committee’s hard work.

The Hunt 
We hope to have members of the Hunt at
one of our committee meetings soon so
that we can discuss ways in which we
might work together to minimize the
damage to the Commons and the
disruption to the villages on Boxing Day.
Annual subscriptions fell due at the AGM.

They remain at £7.50 per member and are
payable to Mike Fletcher, Ivy Cottage,
Cholesbury, Tring, Herts. HP23 6ND.

We do appreciate your support as
members but, as I am sure you are aware,
the costs of maintaining the Commons is
considerable and cannot be achieved by
membership subscriptions alone. If you are
able to give a donation or to volunteer to
help in any other way, this would also be
very much appreciated.

Linden Bevan-Pritchard (Chairman) 758750
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NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

Amessage for new
residents – there
are co-ordinators

throughout the parish so
if you would like more
information or need further
supplies of window-stickers or other
literature, please let me know. 

Also the usual reminder, in an
emergency dial 999, otherwise contact the
police incident room on 0845 8 505 505.  

Shirley Blomfield 758314
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

Let’s go to somewhere hot in February!
Nova Strange, who is one of our own
members, is going to take us to The

West Indies on the 18th – Nova has told us
about some of her previous holidays so this
should be a fun evening. In March Lorna
Stephen, who has been “on the fiddle” for
fifty years, is coming to share her
experiences. Find out more on Monday
17th March at St Leonards Parish Hall.
Meetings start at 8pm, come along! 

Carol Henry 758435.

100 CLUB WINNERS 
Christmas Draw December 2007
1st Prize – £50 Mr and Mrs A Langdon,

Coppice Farm Park
2nd Prize – £25 Mr D Hawkes, Arrewig Lane
3rd Prize – £15 Mrs L Priest, Bellingdon
4th Prize – £10 Mrs S Blomfield, St Leonards

January 2008
1st Prize – £15 Mr M Angel, Buckland Common
2nd Prize – £10 Mr and Mrs R Wilson,

Coppice Farm Park
REMINDER!
The annual subscription is again £10 and is
due by the 1st of April.

As in the past, your usual contact will be in
touch to enable you to join again for another
year. If preferred Treasurer, Mick Mariscotti,
Arrewig Farm, Chartridge HP5 2UA (837093)
will happily accept your subscriptions

New members are always most welcome, if
you know of somebody who wishes to join,
please ask them to contact the Treasurer or
other Committee Member.  
If paying by cheque, please make the cheque
payable to “St Leonards Parish Hall 100 Club”

St Leonards Parish Hall Committee

THE THURSDAY CLUB

The Annual Quiz will take place on
21st February at 7.45 for 8.00pm in St
Leonards Village Hall.

There will be tables of six – you can
either make up your own team or join
others on the evening.   

A ploughman’s supper will be served
with coffee or tea and a raffle will be held
during the evening.  Please bring your own
drink and glasses if required.

Tickets are £5.00 for members and £6.00,
non-members and are available from the
committee members listed below.

Brian and Anne Lake  01296 620169;
Violet Lovett  758775; Primrose and 
Alan Langdon  01296 696092; 
Joan Walton  758332
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CELEBRATION OF LIFE
Dorothy Joan Batchelor

14 June 1916 – 10 December 2007

Dorothy, affectionately known as Doll,
was born in 1916. At 19, she married
Sidney and they had three children:

John, Beryl and Maureen.
Eventually Doll and Sid moved to Heath

End Farm where they ran a mixed holding
and she worked very hard looking after the
poultry. In those days that type of farming
was even more of a risky undertaking than
it is today. But with a combination of
energy, enthusiasm and sheer hard work
they made a success of the business while
raising their family.

A somewhat easier life beckoned when
Sid retired and they moved first to a house
in the village of Marsworth and then
downsizing to a small bungalow in Tring.

Sadly, after 56 years of marriage, Sid
died in July 1991 and Doll lived alone for 16
years. But she kept in very close touch with
her children, their partners and their
families.

She loved, and was immensely proud of
all her family, with six granddaughters and
eight great-grandchildren. Even towards
the end of her life she could, with very little
effort, still recall all their names and indeed
their ages and birthdays. By happy chance,
the latest addition to her extended family –
a great-grandson – was born only a matter
of days before Doll’s death, and she had
been so looking forward to seeing him.

Her garden in Tring was a great source
of delight to Doll. She enjoyed looking
after it herself until in recent years her
health deteriorated and her family stepped
in to keep it tidy and colourful through the
seasons, when she was only able just to
look out at it. Then when she became frail
she kept her mind active doing puzzles and
watching television. She was an ardent fan
of snooker and would have won any quiz
to name the players and their rankings.

All her family will remember Doll with
love and affection and admiration for her
long life and especially her independent
spirit, which remained with her right up to
the day she died.

Elizabeth Tomlin

HAWRIDGE AND
CHOLESBURY SCHOOL

Our little school was a veritable
Christmas wonderland this year.
Trees were decorated with

homemade decorations of all shapes and
sizes and the walls were positively straining
under the weight of angels, snowflakes
and all other things Christmassy.  We even
spotted Rudolph in the reception class
grotto …but that’s a secret!  

Through the weeks of December,
everyone was involved in intense
preparation for the various Christmas
concerts.  This began with an emotional
roller coaster of a nativity by the 4-6 year
olds.  Full of singing - and actions, of
course - they managed to remember lots of
difficult words and all looked wonderful in
their costumes.  We also had a magical
performance of The Snow Child, by Class 2,
with the children very creatively dressed as
each of the four seasons with lots of cotton
wool snow. 

Finally, we enjoyed a treat in the form
of our annual evening of nine lessons and
carols at United Reformed Church,
Chesham.   Choir, orchestra and readers
made up of the older pupils gave a hearty
performance to a very appreciative
audience.  No one could fail to be full of
Christmas spirit after seeing all the
children’s work come together and we truly
hope they enjoyed themselves as much as
we did. 

Kay Bass
Hawridge & Cholesbury School
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HILLTOP NEWS
We welcome all letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to the Hilltop
Villages. Material for inclusion in the April edition should go directly to Graham Lincoln 758449 e-
mail grahamlnc@aol.com by the 12th March at the latest.

Kay Bass H & C SCHOOL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .786016 kay.bass@tiscali.co.uk

Anne Butterworth CHURCH MATTERS  . . . . . . . . . .758700 anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk

Nick Butterworth TREASURER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758700  nick.butterworth@btinternet.com

Jim Hetherington WILDLIFE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758836  mailbox@jimhetherington.plus.com

Ann Horn ADVERTISING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758250  annhorn43@aol.com

Bill Ingram THE PUBS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758258  ingramoldc@aol.com

Maureen Newall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758515 

Fletcher Nicholson AUDITOR  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758366 fletcher.nicholson@virgin.net

Oliver Parsons PHOTOS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758694 oliver@parsons111.freeserve.co.uk

Rosemary Pearce DISTRIBUTION  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758334

John Phimister . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .01296 623425

Sally/Marcus Reynolds FARMING  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758548/758610 woodfarmmichael@lineone.net

Michael Spark PRODUCTION  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758882 mjbspark@googlemail.com

Imogen Vallance SOCIETIES, DIARY, PROOFING . . .758552 imogen@ciders.fsnet.co.uk

Guy Williams SECRETARY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .758735 guy@timeoutofmind.co.uk

Honda Owners.
In case you didn’t know,

these are ‘candles’.
Navigating your way around a boat can be hard at the best of times. But in
complete darkness it�s virtually impossible. If you own a Honda generator,
however, the chances are you’ve never even had to try. That’s because our
engines are some of the most reliable on earth. Not only that, our innovative
systems have totally revolutionised the choices for people needing remote
energy supplies. So, if you want a generator that’s clean, light, quiet and

incredibly efficient, don’t get stuck in the dark ages. Choose Honda.
For more information call 0845 200 8000 or visit www.honda.co.uk




