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Our thriving
community
spirit!

H

ow fortunate we are to live
among so many very special
people. Generous, warm-hearted,
helpful, hard working. In June, the St
Leonards Village Show and the Commons
Preservation Society Summer Party, typical
of regular events held in the Hilltops, were
wonderful examples of all that is best in
village life: people willing to give their time
and effort; and others willing to support
what the events stand for. Those who run
and support the many clubs and societies
certainly keep our village community
thriving.
Front Cover Story
Fantastic. Amazing. Fabulous: these are just
some of the words used to describe Ruby’s
Summer Ball held on 21 June. A real night
to remember.
Weeks after the event, Hannah
Matthews’ ears are still ringing with
compliments; her website is inundated
with pleas for her “to do it all again” and
donations are still coming in. Now for the
moment she can relax, knowing that she
has done everything she set out to do:
commemorate her little daughter; produce
a Charity Ball on a scale unlike anything
the Hilltops have ever seen and raise an
amount of money exceeding even her most
optimistic projections for the Paediatric
Neuro Intervention Fund and the people
who did so much for Ruby.
A full account of Ruby’s Summer Ball is
featured inside.
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Hannah and Philip Matthews – having a ball!

Also included in this issue…
Rising to the challenge
David Barnard conquers Three Peaks for
another good cause.
Rising to the top
Our cricketers head the league table.
Jenny Smith MBE
A well deserved award.
A meeting place
A pub for all comers.
Our Patron Saints
Researching the Saints of our local churches.
Our regular features
Jim Hetherington’s ‘Little Brown Jobs’.
Chris Brown bewares the stingers, suckers
and biters.
Our Curvaceous Cook spreads the recipe for
a delicious jam.
…plus all the news from our churches,
school, clubs, council and societies.
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A meeting
place for
all comers

S

ince these Hilltop Villages were
historically on a busy drover’s route,
large numbers of alehouses and later
public houses have come and gone. The
White Lion, Full Moon and Rose and Crown
have survived on the hilltops along with
The Black Horse within the Parish in the
Vale. The Half Moon was an alehouse from
at least 1693 until its first recorded licence
was granted to Jonathon Dell in 1766. In
1812, it became known as The Moon and
finally matured into the Full Moon in 1883.
Until the 1990’s, The Moon was mainly
a drinkers’ pub with a small food service
provided and with the gents’ comfort
facilities an outside excursion away.
However, in recent times, it has been
expanded to add a professional kitchen and
dedicated dining room.
When Peter and Annie Alberto arrived
at the Full Moon in 2001, they were
committed to a major capital investment
which needed a broader base of trade
to survive than would be the case for a
struggling drinkers’ pub. To their credit,
they came in with a preconceived objective
that the place should first and foremost
be a pub in the social sense - a meeting
place for all comers. With this in mind, their
selection criteria demand staff to be warm,
cheerful people who can relate with the
clientele cordially. The Albertos consider
the public areas as an extension of their
own home where they seek a sense of
camaraderie within our community.
The Full Moon actively supports the local
4

Annie and Peter Alberto offer warm welcome
at The Full Moon

a pub above all else, it is not surprising to
see that great attention is paid to their cask
conditioned ales. There is a capacity for six
to be on tap at all times with each turning
over twice a week. Cellar temperatures
are controlled, and disciplined cleaning of
the lines is rigidly adhered to. Since The
Full Moon is Cask Marque accredited, they
are subjected to unannounced inspections
twice a year. These have always been
passed with flying colours. There is also a
broad selection of lagers, keg ciders and
bar wines from which to choose.
Given the economic realities of licenced
trade in the 21st century, food service is
essential for success – especially with the
investment that has gone into this area
of The Full Moon. With a Head Chef, Luke
Bomford, an assistant and a trainee on the
staff, food preparation is largely carried out
in house. There are three seasonal menu
changes each year with a range of choices
from plain and simple to adventurous.
Currently, there are at least two vegetarian

starters and main courses on the menu.
In order to add variety and give the Head
Chef some creative scope, there are always
daily specials available. To assure best
quality and to expand variety, all the food
is sourced directly from the main London
markets: Billingsgate for fish, Smithfield for
meat and Covent Garden for vegetables.
In keeping with their policy of offering a
wide range in the drinks and menu choices
within the constraints of affordability, their
table wine selection includes most varieties
of grapes and a wide range of regions of
origin with prices between £13 and £28 per
bottle.
Useful facilities include a meeting room
with audiovisual kit complete with a 50
inch plasma screen for showing terrestrial
televised sports events, Cinema Club films
and private meetings. There is a paddock
which is often used for private functions in
marquees. Those arriving on horseback may
use it whilst visiting The Full Moon.
Bill Ingram

village fetes, the Hawridge and Cholesbury
C of E School and the Hawridge and
Cholesbury Cricket Club. Their chef does
the honours at the HCCPS annual party. It
is always the focal point for the traditional
Boxing Day Hunt gathering of members,
supporters and other interested parties.
During the summer, there are regular
Sunday barbeques and a Pimm’s bar. On
St George’s Day, there is a lunch that is
unabashedly patriotic and is opened with a
flag raising and blessing by The Reverend
David Burgess. This is followed by group
singing with the school choir joining the
festivities. During the winter months,
September through March, there is a
Cinema Club showing recent releases and
some vintage films upon demand. This year,
offerings will be posted on the Cholesbury
Grapevine or you may request notification
by e-mail.
Given their priority emphasis on being
Hilltop News
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Oh What a Night!
Charity Balls are daunting projects, almost
invariably bringing entire committees to
their knees. With husband Philip firmly
behind her, Hannah needed only one other
person worth any number of committee
members: her mother Ann. Together they
set the wheels in motion.

A

t the beginning of January Ruby’s
Summer Ball was a tantalising idea
floating in the back of her mind.
By the time March arrived she had fixed
the date – Midsummer`s Eve – booked the
caterers and found two marquees large
enough to accommodate 400 guests, 40
tables, Long Bar, elegant ‘Casino’ and large
dance floor in some style. She may deny it
but almost every woman secretly longs for
a chance to wear a ball dress and Hannah
had no intention of letting them down. As
she says, “I wanted everyone to have the
opportunity to pull out all the stops and
look really glamorous”. The dress code
6

in a vintage plane “with a very good
looking pilot?” These were just a few of
the reasons that the auction was such a
highlight of the night itself; the other was
without question the auctioneer, Robert
Kerr, a long time family friend, and a grain
merchant in real life - according to Hannah
“ his charm made him a natural choice !”.
The run up to the Ball wasn’t without its
hiccups. Initially ticket sales were slow at
£95 each. Hannah decided she’d be happy if
she raised £6000. Slowly sales began to pick
up: £15000 began to seem like a reasonable
estimate. Suddenly out of the blue requests
for tickets were coming from all sides at
such a rate that on the day itself she found
herself telling hopeful callers they were
SOLD OUT. Now, all these weeks later, and
taking everything into account, the sum
raised stands at a phenomenal £44,000 for
the Paediatric Neuro Intervention Fund.
From the moment they began walking
down the immaculate red carpet – Hannah

had thought of that too – pausing in
a flurry of flash bulbs for their photo
opportunity on the way into the marquee
there can’t have been anyone who didn’t
immediately recognise that this was a night
they’d never forget. Not even a wet and
overcast June evening could dampen the
high spirits and sense of anticipation as
Philip and Hannah waited to greet their
guests. From the women in their brilliantly
coloured ball dresses and the men,
immaculate in their DJ`s, to the beautifully
decorated tables and marquee, one word
summed it up: “stunning”.
Leons rose effortlessly to the challenge
of providing a delicious four-course meal
for everyone. Medallions of lamb in red
wine complete with fondant potatoes
and Mediterranean vegetables followed
beetroot, mozzarella and tomato tart.
Luckily most people had left space for a
memorable Baileys and White Chocolate
crème brulee, cheeseboard, and the very

read simply ‘Black Tie, Ball Dresses, Tiaras
(optional)’. On the night itself it was clear
everyone had obeyed these instructions to
the letter.
Meanwhile, as the date drew closer
there were Auction Prizes to track down,
400 tickets to sell, and a hundred and one
details to attend to. As word got out she
found herself overwhelmed by people’s
generosity and not just her friends:
“complete strangers would ring up offering
these wonderful items”. Looking at some
of the prizes on the impressive list it is
impossible not to agree with her. Who
wouldn’t want to bid for a day at Sandown
Races in a Private Box, or an England Rugby
World Cup Winners shirt signed by the
entire team, or a boxed set of Harry Potter
books signed by Harry, Ron, Hermione and
Draco; Daniel Ratcliffe, Rupert Grint, Emma
Watson and Tom Felton?
What about a weekend in Devon,
staying at a country house hotel, complete
with trout fishing and a flight over Exmoor
Hilltop News
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Mr. JJ Jayamohan

moreish petit fours that came with the
coffee. It’s hardly surprising that bidding
was fierce on one particular ‘lot’, for which
Leons offered to come and cook for up to
ten people, went for £1000.
As we sat and listened to Ruby`s
consultant Mr. JJ Jayamohan, speaking
on the subject of paediatric intervention
surgery the reasons for the evening were
brought into sharp focus. This is a highly
complicated, very demanding field of
medicine with enormous unexplored
potential and an urgent need of funding
and it was extremely encouraging to hear
his hopes for the future.
It says everything about the auction that
followed that Robert Kerr almost lost his
voice. Bidding was fast and furious. One
rugby fan is now the proud owner of the
England Rugby World Team shirt for £2500,
8

another auction winner could well find
himself suddenly inundated with phone
calls from nine friends anxious to share
his good fortune at Sandown Park after
bidding £4000 for the private box. Harry
Potter raised £900. Everybody, particularly
Table 14, couldn’t wait to spend their
money on a good cause. Then it was onto
the dance floor with “The Wize Guyz
Band” or off to the Casino to spend even
more ‘money’ for charity at the roulette
table or the blackjack board. Real money
bought you vouchers for ‘chips’. Aspiring
James Bonds could then win or lose this
fun money to their hearts content knowing
that the real money they’d spent was in
safe hands.
Everyone left tired and happy at 1am.
Hannah and her family and friends stayed
to clear up. At 2.30 she watched with a sigh
of relief as the rain-filled gutters finally
gave way, sending a cascade of water into
the space which, only two hours earlier, had
been full of people. The end of a perfect
night. Now she`s taking a deep breath and
getting ready to do it all again. Pencil in
June 20 next year.
Anyone wanting more information on
the Paediatric Neuro Intervention fund
should consult the website.
For more photographs from the ball
(sales of which go to the fund) and to see
how good everyone looked, turn to the
website www.rubyssummerball.co.uk
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A summer
without bees?
What would be a summer’s day without
the buzz of the bees? It could happen, as
the little honey bee is under threat.

T

here are about 250 types of bee in this
country. There is the honey bee living
in colonies of, perhaps, 50,000 insects
in the summer. There are 20 or so varieties
of bumble bee, several endangered, and
living in colonies of 150, plus the ‘solitary’
bees: like carpenter and masonry bees. All
these bees carry out pollination and it is
suggested that one mouthful of food in
three we eat is pollinated by bees. And, of
course, there’s the honey!
For the last decade, the honey bees have
been under attack from a nasty little mite
which lives in the hive and sucks the blood
of bee larvae. The result is that affected
bees often have deformed wings and
cannot fly. As there is no food being carried
to the hive, the colony dies. What is more,
affected bees are more prone to other
diseases. Treatments were formulated, but
the mites have become resistant to them.
New treatments are being tried all the time.
In the last couple of years a new
problem has arisen. In the USA, 18 months
ago, hives were found empty. The bees
had left suddenly, leaving honey and
larvae. No one knows where they went:
no swarms or dead bees have been found.
Nearly a million hives have so far been
affected. Nobody yet knows the reason for
this disaster. The finger of blame has been
pointed at everything from mobile phones
disorientating the bees, pesticides sprayed
on crops and even little green men! Many
conferences are being held, both here, in
10

Come to the Fete

Europe and the US, and much work is being
done to ascertain the cause.
We need bees. Einstein is supposed to
have said that if bees disappear, then man
would have only four years left on earth.
So, be nice to bees. Why not start beekeeping? It is really a fascinating craft.
There is a very active local bee-keeper’s
association which holds classes. Members
also give illustrated talks to groups. If you
are interested, phone Peter Smith on
01494 864739. Also, if a swarm of bees
arrives in your property, let Peter know and
he will come and collect it!

The 2008 Hawridge and Cholesbury Churches’ Fete
Bank Holiday Monday 25th August
This year the Fete is at Cholesbury • Come and enjoy Ellesborough
Band • Visit the Sideshows for games of fun and skill • Browse the
well stocked stalls • Enjoy Home Made Cakes and Tea that will be
served all afternoon • Ice Creams and Hot Dogs on sale.

The Grand Draw always has many winners.
We ask for your help in stocking the stalls. Please bring your gifts for
the various stalls on Fete morning but they can be left with the stall
holders before the day.
Plants and Produce Sue Fletcher 758419
Cakes Joan Walton 758332
Grand Draw Elizabeth Tomlin 758214
Teas Brigid Farmer 758715
Toys Jo Hobbs 758505
Tombola Carole Kingston 758564
Books John Farmer 758715
Bric-a-Brac Roseanne Vince 758764
Crafts and Gifts Margaret Walton and Pam Sharpe 758796
Bottle Tombola Linda and Geoff Harvey 757128

August Bank Holiday Monday
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OUR PATRON SAINTS

him and said “these are the treasures of the
Church!” The story goes that he was killed
by being grilled on a grid iron. Historians
however feel it much more likely that he
was beheaded. Laurence is the patron saint
of librarians and cooks.
Much more is known about St. Mary. The
bible says she was a virgin chosen by God
to bear Jesus. We know she was a good girl
and a very good mother and Jesus cared for
her. Mary is widely pictured with the infant
Christ. Mary is patron saint of 154 different
things!
When the project was finished the
three collages were hung in the school
hall and can still be seen there, although
at the moment they are in the process of
being moved to a different position to
accommodate new equipment.
I am sure that all who took part in this
project learnt a lot, working together,
doing things they had never attempted
before, and then feeling they had left
something permanent for others to enjoy.

I was recently attending a function in
Hawridge and Cholesbury’s School hall and
happened to remark that the collages of
the Patron Saints of the Hilltop Churches
were still looking very good. Someone
must have heard me, for a little later I was
asked to write this short piece about them!

I

have to confess that I had forgotten
when it was that the project was done,
but on consultation with David Burgess
and Mrs. Marjorie Brown we think they
were made in 2001. Every child in the
school that year took part and contributed
something. Younger children cut out
pieces and many painstakingly sewed and
stitched. Mrs Brown was of course the main
organiser, assisted by another parent Sue
Richardson, and in a much smaller capacity
by myself.
Many churches are dedicated to a Saint;
this practice goes back many centuries.
In the old days the people felt that the
Saint they had chosen would intercede for
them in heaven. Even today most churches
celebrate a Patronal Festival on or around
their Saints Day. Our hilltop churches are
dedicated to St. Mary at Hawridge, St.
Laurence at Cholesbury and St. Leonard at
St. Leonards.
Because of the time lapse from when
these Saints lived, many legends have
grown up about them and historical facts
are really quite few. For instance, St.
Leonard was a hermit who lived in France in
the middle of the sixth century, he is said to
have helped the wife of King Clovis when
she was walking in the woods and suddenly
went into labour! Leonard is said to have
founded a monastery near Limousin. In
our collage he is pictured as an abbot.
Leonard is the patron saint of prisoners and
childbirth.

St Laurence of Cholesbury

St. Laurence lived some four hundred
years earlier in Rome. Laurence was
entrusted by Pope Sixtus to look after the
treasures of the Church. When he saw the
poverty of the citizens around him, he sold
them and gave the money to the poor.
When the Pope asked for the treasures
back, Laurence gathered the poor around

St Leonard of St Leonards

Avril Clark

St Mary of Hawridge
12
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Christine Margaret
Bristow

THE PARISH COUNCIL

The ‘NAG’

For the first time in my memory (eight

Chris Davies was born in Cardiff on 6 May

years as Parish Clerk) we have a waiting

1958, the youngest of three children. Her

list for allotments. This is great news,

father, a policeman, was posted to the

particularly for our Chairman Nigel

Valleys, but most of her childhood and her

Blomfield, who would otherwise

fondest memories were of the Gower, a

voluntarily keep the empty plots clear.

beautiful coastline west of Swansea where

We are in the process of clearing some

she grew up.

additional ground so it may not be too late

he second meeting, on 19 June,
reviewed the potholes situation
around the Chesham Rural area and
noted that gangs were soon to be in the
area to tackle the worst of the potholes
and rough patches requiring planing and
patching. The meeting then considered
the next most urgent concern of the
local population, i.e. speeding. Villages
particularly badly affected are Chartridge
and Bellingdon because of their long
straight roads, so initially evidence will be
gathered from recent studies and from
measuring devices to see how badly, where,
and how often drivers (mostly locals, it’s
believed!) break the speed limits. The NAG
will then decide what action needs to be
taken to enforce the law, possibly including
the offence of using a mobile phone while
driving. We have been warned!

S

he moved to London to study nursing
at Guys Hospital but maintained close
ties to her family and the Gower
throughout her life. It was only in her
last year of training that she met Aubrey,
a medical student, and they married in
January 1979.
After qualifying, Chris decided the
nursing world was too claustrophobic, and
after a year as a dental nurse reviewing her
options, she went to work at Willis Faber,
the insurers, before moving to Dallas for a
year in the 1980s. This was the start of a life
long love affair with America. Travelling to
all but ten states during her stay she was
enthralled by natural phenomena such
as the Grand Canyon, Painted Desert and
Petrified Forest.
On returning to the UK, she moved
to Hoare Govett, a small stock-broking
company in Holborn. The dreamy
atmosphere she entered was soon to be
shaken by Big Bang, and the company
moved to the new Broadgate complex in
the City. Chris was secretary to the Board
and formed close relationships which
persisted to her death on 6 June 2008. The
directors decided to take early retirement
and the company was taken over by SecPac.
During this time Chris lived in first
Chislehurst in Kent and then Dorney near
Eton. Chloe was born in 1986 and Adam
in 1990. Although Chris went back to
work after Adam’s birth, she soon stopped
working.
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if you would like to have a go with your
spade and fork next year. I shall certainly
The Bristows moved to Hawridge
Court in 1995 and Chris threw herself into
building work at the Court. She also joined
the Commons Preservation Society, served
on its committee and hosted a number
of summer parties to raise money for the
Society.
In the last few years Chris had returned
to the US, this time to the west coast
of Florida, where she set up a company
building waterfront houses for holiday
rentals. She leaves a son, Adam, and
daughter, Chloe.

be maintaining the waiting list.

E

very year at the Annual meeting of the
Parish Council we inspect the various
deeds and documents stored carefully
in a secure location. It is worth noting that
we have all the old minutes going back to
1894, together with other old deeds and
documents.
We have now received the draft order
for amendments to speed limits which we
requested from Bucks County Council and
have responded to the proposals.
As you know, the Council sent a well
considered response to the NATS proposals
(changes to air traffic routes). After
substantial further investigation, a second
submission was made, taking into account
the new findings. At the time of writing,
I have received no response from NATS to
the second letter. This is either because they
need time to consider their response or
else they can’t be bothered to reply. We are
advised that many individual responses were
considered as ‘received after the deadline’.
This is nonsense and if you received one
of these replies you should object. Many
thanks to Councillor Coates, ably assisted by
Cllrs Brown and Sanger, for the tremendous
effort they make to formulate our excellent
responses.

T

Caroline Coates 758102

David Clarke,
Clerk to the Council 758567
Hilltop News6
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HILLTOP NEWS wildlife

Little Brown Jobs
I was promted to write about Warblers
by a particularly musical little fellow who
has brightened up our lives through the
summer with his song from a favourite
twig close to our garden. He seemed
to sing every day and all day, his tiny
body visibly shaking as the notes poured
out. It is no exaggeration to say that his
virtuoso performance has been one of the
highlights of our summer. We managed to
forget about the oil price and the credit
crunch – although we did get round to
selling the AGA!

W

arblers are small, slim summer
visitors of rather non-descript,
drab appearance – olive green to
grey-brown. They are notoriously difficult
to spot, in the first place, because of their
shyness and tendency to skulk in thick cover
and then difficult to identify, when you do
get a rare glimpse, because of their similar
size and unspectacular appearance. A friend
of mine gets round this particular problem
by calling them all LBJs - Little Brown Jobs!
As we shall see below they may be a little
dull in appearance but there is nothing
drab about their singing – which provides
the key to identification.
The most common LBJ
members are, in descending order
of (summer) population, willow
warblers, whitethroats, chiffchaffs,
blackcaps, sedge warblers, garden
warblers and reed warblers – leaving aside
literally at least a dozen much rarer summer
16

visitors.
I am restricting these notes to describing
just two of these – our little fellow which
was a blackcap and the garden warbler
because of some of the similarities between
these two ace songsters. The male blackcap,
as the name suggests, has a jet-black crown
which immediately distinguishes it from any
other LBJ. The female has a less spectacular
reddish-brown crown as do the juveniles of
either sex. The bird’s song starts off with a
soft twitter, developing into a loud, clear,
fluting phrase, higher pitched towards the
end.
Our little fellow seemed a little confused
when I responded with a recording from
my computer in the garden shed! When
the blackcap is disturbed, it utters a loud
‘tak-tak’ alarm similar to the sound of two
stones being struck together.
The male blackcap builds several ‘cock’
nests before he settles down to build,
with his mate, the final version for serious
breeding. The nest is a flimsy cup set low
down and well hidden away. Four to six
eggs are
incubated
by
both
parents.
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Blackcaps arrive in Britain around April
and leave us again in October to overwinter in Africa. It used to be thought
that, because of our warming climate, a
few decided to remain here to become
permanent residents. It is possible some do
but it has been established, through ringing
blackcaps in Central Europe, that many of
these migrate North West to over-winter in
Western Europe/Britain. So, as our summer
visitors leave us in
the autumn, a
much smaller
number
of migrant
blackcaps from
Central Europe
move in for the winter!
This is the time when
these birds can be
spotted on bird tables.
The garden warbler
(right) is the same size
(14cm) as the blackcap and is
not often spotted in a garden
except where there are extensive
bramble thickets and deep cover.
It is almost totally lacking in distinguishing
features – a plump looking round-headed,
short-billed bird, it is pale buff below
and darker brown above but without any
speckles, streaks, eye stripes or wing bars.
Its nesting and other habits are very similar
to that of the blackcap but it is much shyer
and much more difficult to spot, remaining
hidden in dense vegetation nearly all the
time. The bird may be ordinary to look
at but, as in the case of the blackcap, it
has a song to delight with soft, rippling,
musical tones and blackbird-like phrases.
The song can easily be mistaken for that
of the blackcap. You can listen to each
by logging on to the www.rspb.org page
for the garden warbler which invites the
comparison. The alarm call is not dissimilar
but a softer ‘tsak’ and a chuffing ‘ch ch ch’.
The nest is built less than a metre from
the ground, often in brambles and stinging
nettles which provide protection. There are
usually two broods of four to six eggs. As
Hilltop News

in the case of blackcaps, garden warblers
first feed themselves and their nestlings
on high-protein insects before switching
to autumn fruit such as blackberries
and elderberries to fuel an exhausting
migration. At this time, the bird’s bill, vent
and droppings become stained by purple
fruit juice. When migrating, this LBJ travels
further south than the blackcap, wintering
in central and
southern Africa.
But every spring,
both these little
LBJs will be back
to enrich our lives
once more with their
master class of song
and without asking
anything but the odd
peanut in return.
Jim Hetherington
758836
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
COMMONS
PRESERVATION
SOCIETY
Summer Party
nce more the weather turned fine
for the day of the party on 28 June
and we were able to enjoy the
evening in comfort in the lovely setting of
Hawridge Place with sunny, if unusually
windy, conditions. We are very grateful to
Eric and Carys Gadsden for having us once
more. Eric and Carys are very tolerant hosts,
not apparently batting an eyelid whilst
all manner of intrusions occurred in their
garden - marquees erected and deliveries
made at all hours of the day and evening
during the week before! Despite all of this,
they were very welcoming to almost 200
guests on the evening of the party - all of
which contributed to a very relaxed and
enjoyable evening.
We have been very fortunate in the
past to have the support of local sponsors,
without whom the party could not be so
successful. This year, we would like to
thank the following sponsors:
Chiltern Motors provided the meat for
the carvery and The Full Moon sent their
very professional chef, Mark, to cook,
carve and serve the meat with great charm
and courtesy. The meat was carefully
arranged and served on large platters,
accompanied by generous amounts of salad
and condiments. Dave Cox Engineering
and The Rose and Crown supplied us with
beer on tap. On the evening of the party,
Peter and Sandra Broom of the Rose and
Crown made a wonderful offer to take all
our crockery and cutlery to be washed at
the pub. This was such a kind offer and
a real treat for those of us who usually
have a marathon effort at Cholesbury
Village Hall after the party until late into

do rely on any profit to help achieve some
of the management aims on our Commons.
Missing crockery and cutlery: we still
have a few of these items - if you are
missing any, please let Joan Barnard know,
758365.
Pallett’s Pond

O
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the night. Heartfelt thanks!! We collected
them next morning all gleaming clean and
sorted. LRG Insurance again provided the
bouncy slide, which gives endless pleasure
to the children. En Route lent an exotic
Arabian tent, complete with carpets, for
Paul Nicholson and the Cholesbury Quintet
who played relaxing music with their usual
flair. George Brown’s and Saville’s made
welcome cash donations towards the hire
of marquees and MT Loos kindly provided
the toilets again. Ellie Redding supplied
beautiful floral decorations for the tables
once more while Vineyard Foods supplied
delicious desserts and David Hawkes the
cream for the pavlovas, which were made
by Nanette Street from Berkhamsted
Country Market.
In addition, many members and friends
contributed in a whole variety of ways.
This included planning the event; printing
tickets and flyers for the tables; helping
with the setting up of tables and chairs;
collecting the crockery; decorating the
marquees; donating raffle prizes; helping
to serve the food/drinks; providing activities
for the children and, not least, donating
wonderful salads, quiches and desserts and
much, much more.
A very big thank you to each of you for
helping make the party a real, on-going
village event! Apart from subscriptions,
this is our only fund-raising event and we
Hilltop News

In September, the Conservation Volunteers,
who help us annually with specific tasks,
are coming to work on the maintenance
of Pallett’s Pond at Cholesbury. This is a
great opportunity to get to know the pond
a little better and if you would like to be
involved, please contact me on 758750 or
bvanp@care4free.net. If you have waders
or other wet gear, it would be a good idea
to come prepared. Refreshments are always
provided for workers. The probable date is
21 September, but when we are sure, we
will announce it on The Grapevine.
Linden Bevan-Pritchard.
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY SCHOOL

he Murder Mystery Evening in June
had everyone guessing and after some
close questioning of the suspects,
no-one was absolutely correct with their
detective work. However some got fairly
close and all enjoyed the challenge along
with the supper served during the interval.
The Annual Ramble was also enjoyed
by all who arrived and walked from the
meeting point at Hastoe. Brigid Farmer and
Maureen Newall had planned two routes
and the timings worked perfectly for both
groups of walkers. On a fairly chilly evening
it was good to head back to the hall for a
very welcome hot supper which had been
prepared by the non-walking members.
Back once again in the hall, the June
meeting was very well attended when
Melanie Brookman, with a vast number
of colour swatches, explained how to use
creative colour in your wardrobe. Sylvia Lee
volunteered to be colour analysed, with
general agreement on which are her ‘best’
colours to wear. There were also a number
of lively reports from members who had
visited other institutes and attended county
events in the preceding weeks.
In August, the meeting is a Social
Evening for members only and then on 15
September, Robert Ford is coming to talk
about The Bowen Technique, a treatment
using remedial therapy to promote healing,
pain relief and the recovery of energy. If
you feel that you might be in need after a
strenuous summer holiday with children,
grandchildren and in the garden, this might
be just the thing for you.

t the time of writing
(early July) there
are reports of a
burglary at a property in
Jenkins Lane, St Leonards. A
description of the two suspects,
their vehicle and part of the registration
number have been passed to the police. Please
be extra vigilant with your home security
and report any suspicious persons or vehicles
IMMEDIATELY to the police on 0845 8 505 505
with as much description as possible. If you
believe a crime is in progress and the situation
requires immediate attention, dial 999.
The Neighbourhood Watch Office has
also notified incidents of shed break-ins in
surrounding areas. Remember to ensure that
your sheds and outbuildings are secure at
all times and that you have your tools and
equipment UV marked and keep a record of
serial numbers.
‘Vamoose’ burglaries - theft of vehicles,
usually high value cars, parked on driveways
with easily accessible keys stolen from inside
the property - were being reported in June,
mainly in South Bucks. Police advise that you
review your vehicle security measures. Further
information can be found on the police website
by clicking the link: http://www.thamesvalley.
police.uk/reduction/autocrime/index.htm.

Summer fun…

T

A

Shirley Blomfield 758314

WI dates are in ‘Dear Diary’ and Carol
Henry can also give you more information
on 758435.

O

ur summer fete proved to be a
great success (despite the weather
letting us down on the day).
Undeterred, however, ‘Plan B’ was quickly
executed with the bulk of the stalls coming
into the school (…and the dry!). The event
had been set up with families in mind so
there were lots of games and activities for
the children, many of them run by the year
5 and 6 pupils (9-11 years old).
Outside, a few brave souls persevered
with ‘Beat the Goalie’ and ‘Wellie Wanging’
and the barbeque did a roaring trade (in
spite of the drizzle) as did our lovely PSA
ladies providing teas and homemade cakes
for all. Strangely though, in a corner of
the hall, a group of beautiful fairies were
seen fluttering around, welcoming children
to meet the queen in their Fairy Grotto
(and even offering them gifts, if they were
lucky)! Perhaps those fairies worked some
magic for us all because at the end of the
day we found we had raised a fabulous
amount to go toward the school fund.
Thank you fairies (…you can come again).
We have also been celebrating the
Patronal Festival of St Mary’s church.
The church was decorated by the school
children and local parishioners using the
theme of People of the Bible (see picture).
The entire school strolled down to see the
results of their labours and picnicked in the
church grounds (something of a tradition
for us).
By the time this goes to press we will
have also had sports day, leavers’ day,
performances of ‘Oliver Twist’, a prom
for our oldest pupils and our end of
term summer garden party. Phew! Thank
goodness we have six weeks summer hols
to recover!
Kay Bass 786016
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL
As I write at the midpoint of the year, the
last 6 months have seen
a slow down in the
property market, a huge
increase in the price of
energy and a government
with little to show for 11 years in power.
Fortunately we have high employment
in the South East, but the cost of fuel is
hardest on people living in rural areas and
in Buckinghamshire that means 70% of the
population.

T

he sun certainly shone for St Leonards
Parish Hall Fete on 7 June and
congratulations to all concerned on
such an excellent result. As always the show
jumping was great fun, the dog show was
well supported and it was great to see so
many people enjoying themselves!
By now everyone has submitted their
response to the NATS consultation and
we await the outcome in a month’s time,
hardly long enough you’d think to consider
the thousands of objections from across
the UK. It really does matter to deter these
planes, the thought of passenger numbers
at Luton rising from the current 10 million
to 30 million in just 12 years time seems
insane in the current economic climate.
Already the number of houses being
built in Aylesbury has slowed down
dramatically and the County Council has
refused to include housing completions in
our Local Area Agreement (LAA) targets.
To lose grant funding for Buckinghamshire
over something which is outside our control
just doesn’t make sense.
The inspection of social services in
Buckinghamshire is almost complete and
has focussed on safeguarding vulnerable
22
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adults and prevention, in the sense of
enabling older people to retain their
independence, by supporting them to
live at home for as long as possible. Every
older person is entitled to an assessment
if they have difficulty taking care of their
needs, and I am always available to point
them in the right direction. As the County
Safeguarding champion I am aware of the
pitfalls faced by vulnerable people and the
need to engage them in the community, so
that everyone will be more concerned for
their well being.
The holiday season is upon us and I do
hope everyone going away will have a
great time. Actually it’s also a wonderful
time of year to enjoy our countryside.
The open gardens, flower shows, summer
concerts and parties are all very much part
of our heritage, not to mention the cricket,
Wimbledon and Henley Regatta. I do hope
everyone will enjoy what are some of the
best months of the year and I look forward
to seeing you out and about during the
summer.
Please let me know if I can take up your
concerns with officers at County Hall.
Tricia Birchley 01296 621138
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From Field To Barn
With the longest day now passed and crops
changing colour as they ripen; farming
looks towards harvest. The culmination of
a year’s work and planning, that hopefully
comes down to 10 or 11 days of cutting.
The combines will begin cutting mid to late
morning, once the dew has lifted from the
crops and carry on through to late evening,
when the moisture content begins to rise
with the moist evening air.

D

ry, sunny weather during harvest
is a blessing; especially with the
massive rises in fuel costs over the
last year. Grains have to be dried down to
14.5% moisture content (9% for oilseeds), to
enable storage without the risk of heating
up or infestation with insects. Wet weather
creates a lot of extra work and costs, not
only at the grain store but also in the fields
where soil compaction from the movement
of the combine has to be alleviated before
the planting of the following crop. Cutting
during unsettled weather often becomes
stressful as grain quality can very quickly
deteriorate leading to a loss of potential
premiums in the market.
Once harvest is over, it’s a quick turn
around with cultivations to ready the ground
for the next year’s cropping. Nowadays the
plough has largely been replaced by disc or
tined equipment owing to cost savings and
speed of operation.
Crops look to have some potential this
year; not only in the UK but around the
world. The problem with ‘potential’ is that
it takes time to build and relatively short
periods to destroy; usually due to our old
friend, the weather. Droughts or floods
somewhere in the major grain producing
regions of the world can quickly turn surplus
into deficit, as seen last year when Australia
and parts of Eastern Europe ran into

drought. World prices for cereals doubled
in a few months, helped on by increased
demand from the emerging economies
of China and India; and some excited
commodity traders.
Increased demand from China and
India are well published, as it is with all
commodities at present. Prices of cereals
have now stabilised but as we all know, the
price of oil continues to reach new highs
weekly. This in turn has led to some massive
increases in input prices for fertilizer, (up
150-400%); chemicals, (up 30-350%); and
diesel, (up 150%). Steel for wearing parts
and machinery is increasing monthly due to
demand and manufacturing costs. Farming
now has its own buzz word - ‘Ag-flation’.
The threat of basic food shortages has led
to the removal of ‘set aside’ across the EU
and this together with the renewable fuels
directive (which includes ‘Bio-fuels’ from the
agricultural sector) have led to some lively
debates between environmentalists, food
retailers and politicians alike. Is it justifiable
to be using food crops to produce fossil
fuel replacements? Set aside was hailed
as an environmental disaster when first
introduced and an environmental disaster at
its removal!
Politicians at home or within Europe
have been slow to react to growing world
food problems. For years the ‘Common
Agricultural Policy’ has been one of reducing
surpluses, after offering massive subsidies
to create ‘mountains’ of produce in the
name of food security. So, after 40 years of
manipulation within the agricultural sector,
the wheels have come off the wagon and
the prospect of shortages and increasing
prices takes us back to the oldest economic
principle in the book; supply and demand.
Cheap food is likely to be a thing of the past
and farming will roll with the times and new
initiatives.
Let’s see what the politicians can come
up with next - another round of talks over a
glass or two and some fine food perhaps!!
Marcus Reynolds 07712 527610
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THE THURSDAY CLUB

A

t the AGM held on June 19 at St
Leonards Parish Hall, Joan Walton
retired after more than 25 hard
working years as Chairman. In recent
years Joan had also taken on the role of
Secretary! Along with her sister Margaret
who for many years was Treasurer, they
have been the mainstays of the Club. ‘The
Girls’ as they are affectionately known,
have followed their mother in caring for
our three villages and the people who live
and play therein. The Club was formed
as the ‘Entertainment’s Committee for St
Leonards Hall’ and originally met every two
weeks. These days, meetings/events take
place every two months between December
and June.
Joan began the meeting by speaking
of Violet Lovett, another long-standing
member of the Thursday Club Committee.
Joan gave the news that Violet had
died rather suddenly and the members
remembered her during a short moment
of silence. Violet’s cheerful ways will be
greatly missed by all those who knew her.
The business side of the meeting
followed, when Joan mentioned the
various events of the past year and
thanked the Committee for their work and
support. Brian Lake was thanked especially,
following his Treasurer’s Report to the
meeting, on his first visit back following his
recent illness. Joan expressed our pleasure
at seeing Brian ‘on the mend’.
It was then my pleasure to present
Joan with Garden tokens, bought from
money given by members. The amount
and comments expressed, showed just how
much she was appreciated.
I’m hopeful that from the indications
at this meeting, we will be able to find
members who are willing to make sure the
Thursday Club, which celebrated its 52nd
Anniversary this year, will carry on. If there
is anyone interested in joining or helping
the Club in any way, please contact Anne
Hilltop News

Lake 01296 620169.
Ron How, President
I would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to
all the members of The Thursday Club for
the very generous present given to me
on my retirement as Chairman/Secretary.
I hope to purchase a garden seat with
the vouchers and with luck, the weather
will be suitable for me to sit and have a
reminder of all the club members over
the years I have been Chairman. I hope
the Club will survive for many years to
come and that I will join you again at the
October meeting.
Joan Walton
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STORM and CALM
by the Reverend David Burgess
I must go down to the seas again, to the
lonely sea and the sky,
And all I ask is a tall ship and star to steer
her by;
And the wheel’s kick and the wind’s song
and the white sail’s shaking,
And a grey mist on the sea’s face, and a
grey dawn breaking.

S

o begins the
famous poem
‘Sea-Fever’
by John Masefield.
For those who are
fascinated by the
sea and take every
opportunity to enjoy
it, as I am and do, this
poem captures the essence of what the sea
inspires.
But there’s another side to the sea; for
all of those who venture onto it, there must
be a certain respect. All the enjoyment
or confidence in the world won’t keep
you from rough seas or storms when they
happen.
I’m reminded in this of the story of Jesus
calming the storm. His disciples weren’t
exempt from danger just because they were
following him. They were in the path of
duty, obediently following Jesus wherever
he went. But in the story we see them in
trouble, tossed up and down by the storm
and in danger of being drowned.
Christians can’t expect everything to
be smooth in our journey. We mustn’t
think it a strange thing when we have to
endure sickness, loss, bereavement, and
disappointment, just like everybody else.
26
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Jesus does offer grace and forgiveness
and strength for the living of our days,
but he never promised that we’d have no
problems.
Sometimes Jesus stills the storms. We
need always to remember the power of
God, and the fact that nothing is impossible
with him. We need never despair. But we
also need to know that sometimes he lets
the storms rage. Sometimes he’ll allow us
to go through the storm as a test of our
faith, as a way of refining us and proving
to ourselves that we have an overcoming
faith. In fact, in the story, Jesus probably
hadn’t intended to still the storm. He
intended to sleep right through it while the
disciples handled it themselves. He stilled
the storm because of their lack of faith.
Without storms, our faith wouldn’t be
mature and our lives would be incomplete.
Through difficulties come victories. The
trials we face build our faith; make it
increasingly waterproof, if you like.
There’s one last thing to notice. After
Jesus says “Peace! Be still!” the Bible
records “Then the wind ceased, and there
was a dead calm.” Note that specific sailing
term. What’s it like inside you today? A
raging storm or a dead calm? Have you
discovered the stillness of Christ? I believe
God desires that we experience this kind of
tranquillity - a kind of peace that trusts in
God even in the midst of the storm. It’s a
peace that depends not on the absence of
trouble, but on our faith in Jesus.
Is your faith dry-docked or waterproof?
Are you land-locked by fear or are
you sailing to the horizon with an
unquenchable faith? God is calling you to
move away from the shallows, to sail into
the deep. Don’t be afraid. Trust Jesus, even
in the storms of life.
Yours in Christ,
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entertaining but
totally realistic sermon
based on the need to
hold loosely ‘to things’
and tightly ‘to God’:
indeed ‘God only
knows’ where we are
going! We need to
have faith in that!
We are celebrating
‘Back to Church
Sunday’ on 5 October
this year and would
welcome especially
any of you and your
friends who would
enjoy to come. In our
case this will take the

ST LEONARDS – Holy Baptism
22 June 2008 Isabel Luisa Virginia Maintzer
6 July 2008 Isabel Sarah Hardy
6 July 2008 Emily Anne Hardy
CHOLESBURY – Holy Matrimony
28 June 2008 Belinda Jane Weston and Mark John Butler

ST LEONARDS

T

ea Parties – We
continue to
grow! It’s
really wonderful
to find increasingly
new friends at these monthly occasions.
We all come to chat – whether because
we can’t get about as much as we used
to – or whether because we just enjoy to
‘share our lives’. I think that says it all, we
all care for one another and that is what
Village life is all about. Please do continue
to come! If you’ve never come, we would
really LOVE TO SEE YOU! If you need to be
collected and taken home,
please contact either Anne
Lake 01296 620169 or Anne
Butterworth 758700: we do
drive very carefully!!
Altar Frontals
– We are hoping that
Juliet Hemingray will have
finished our purple and
green frontals by the end
of August. We will let you
know when the dedication is
to be. It will be a very special
occasion and we hope as
many of you as possible will
want to come. Madeline
Finlay has very kindly agreed

to take on the task of renovating (or totally
remaking!) our white altar frontal. Having
spent some time at the Royal School of
Needlework, we now understand more
about the renovation. Watch this space!
BBQ - This summer is always in question,
but the sun shone! It was wonderful to be
able to entertain a number of our Families
who support us so very well during the year.
Thank you so much for coming, even if you
didn’t win our fantastic Father’s Day prize
for the quiz!
Summer Praise - All four churches
joined together in our Family Service on 29
June. It was so good to have contributions
from all the churches and the children were

The Hardy Family
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Bishop Richard Ellena and his wife Hillary with David and Penny Burgess

at the core of our worship – some reading
from the bible; some reading poetry; all
singing lustily – and a special clarinet solo
from Hawridge. Thank you all so much!
Baptism – It was with pleasure that
we welcomed Zoe Dowson’s great granddaughters into our congregation on Sunday
6 July. Clare and Nick brought Isabel and
Emily to be baptized and, supported by
godparents, grandparents and friends, the
little girls were received into the Church.
They were wearing the most beautiful
christening robes – dating back in one case
over a hundred years – and they behaved
impeccably!
We were delighted to have Bishop
Richard Ellena from Nelson, New Zealand
to preach at our evening service on Sunday
13 July. He has invited Bishop John of Oxford
to go to New Zealand to commemorate the
founding of the Anglican Diocese in his area
150 years ago by a Bishop sent from Oxford!
In return he has come to the Oxford Diocese
to visit and preach prior to attending the
Lambeth Conference. Bishop Richard and his
wife Hillary have been staying with Gavin
and Virginia and we were really fortunate
to have the opportunity to listen to a most
Hilltop News

form of a simple Communion Service and
similar services are being held all over the
country. There may be some of you who
have not been to church for some while
who would welcome our low-key approach
– either taking Communion or just enjoying
the peace of the Church. This is not a ‘hard
sell’, rather an opportunity!
Burial of Ashes - Family members
gathered at the grave of Vicki Watts for the
burial of ashes of her mother, Phillipa Ann
Ferneyhough (1933-2007) on Wednesday 30
April. David led the short service.
Commemorative Plaques – The name
of Verdun Marjorie Hearn (1916-2008) was
added to that of her late husband, Raymond
Eric Hearn (1916 -1994). The plaque is on the
memorial plinth.

HAWRIDGE

I

t is with great
sadness we report
the death of two of
our villagers, Christine
Bristow and Violet
Lovett.
Patronal Festival
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- The Celebrations at the church over the
weekend of 5th and 6th July included
beautiful art work by the children of
Hawridge and Cholesbury School depicting
famous people from the bible. This was very
imaginative and a lot of thought and effort
had been put into it. We would like to thank
children and teachers alike for contributing
to our celebrations in this way. We didn’t
have as many visitors as we would have liked
to see our flower displays in the church but
we are most grateful to all those of you who
had gone to such trouble researching the
lives of the person they were depicting. The
whole school came in on Monday to see the
church and it was a pleasure to welcome
them and to see their enthusiasm as they
sought to understand more about St Mary’s.
Our Family Service was well attended and
the evening service really rounded off the
day well!
August Services - Please check the
rota as, due to holidays, we are holding a
joint service at Cholesbury and one of our
services will be Matins rather than Parish
Communion, when Cholesbury will be
coming to us.
Don’t forget our Joint (with Cholesbury)
Annual Fete on August Bank Holiday
Monday. Help is always needed with
running stalls; setting up in the morning;
clearing up at the end of the day and various
other tasks. If you could help in any way
– even for a short time – please contact one
of the churchwardens, John Farmer 758715,
James Watson 758914, Joan Walton 758332
or the Fete Co-ordinator, Elizabeth Tomlin
758214. There are more details elsewhere in
the newsletter.
Concert in Hawridge Church on
6 September with the Germains Choir
- Details have not yet been finalized but
please contact Joan Walton 758332, James
Watson 758914 or Elizabeth Tomlin 758214
nearer the time.
Harvest - Our joint Harvest Service
this year will be held at Cholesbury on 28
September with the Harvest Supper and
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auction in the evening at Cholesbury Village
Hall. You will find details under ‘Cholesbury’.
Please bring your harvest gifts with you
to the service or deliver them direct to
Cholesbury church.
Hawridge Church Walking Group
- There are no walks during August and
September but we look forward to starting
again on 7 October.

them both and hope they will soon find a
home near here.
Thank you to all who told me that the
wooden cross on the church roof had lost
its cross piece during the recent high winds.
We have the missing piece and, curiously,
it doesn’t have a screw or bolt as it was
obviously glued into place. The other cross
above the belfry is still intact and continues
to remind us of our faith.

CHOLESBURY

O

ur sincere thanks to helpers and
visitors who supported us at the
Cream Teas on 1st June. The cakes
– of a now legendary standard – included
chocolate, orange and lime, fruit, walnut
and coffee and a wonderful creation with
cream and fresh strawberries! The weather
was kind and we were able to provide
traditional Cholesbury hospitality thanks
to Liz Green’s advertising of the event.
Visitors from as
far as Aylesbury,
Beaconsfield and
Berkhamsted were
drawn to this lovely
part of the Chilterns.
The Tombola sold
out after an hour; the plants sold briskly
and the total takings were a very welcome
£713!
We also enjoyed lovely weather at The
Pets’ Service on Sunday 22 June and many
four-legged friends attended! Two ponies
joined in and impressed us hugely by their
calmness. I now know how a dog should be
dressed for a day out!! Furthermore, when
you are under three, a plastic giraffe is a
great substitute for the real thing and is all
you need to take part in an event which
values animals and their role in our lives!
Belinda Weston and Mark Butler were
married at St Laurence on Saturday 28 June.
The Cholesbury Church baptism register
reveals that Belinda Weston was baptized
in 1970 and at that time the Weston family
were living in Bellingdon – only moving to
Hilltop News

LITTLE BEARS
Community police officers recently paid a
friendly visit to youngsters at Little Bears
Pre-School, in St Leonards Village Hall.
Although flashing lights and screeching
Cherry Tree Cottage in 1977. Belinda now
has a second entry in Cholesbury records and
this time it’s in the Marriage Register!
We send our congratulations to both
Belinda and Mark (above) on their marriage!
Late June is a glorious time for a wedding
with so many of our garden flowers at
their best. Belinda chose both flowers
and greenery from our local gardens
including foxgloves, alchemilla, berberis and
eucalyptus – requiring only lilies and roses to
be bought. Belinda’s mother, Lorna Weston
is a longstanding member of our church
flower arrangers and, together with her
friends, designed wonderful arrangements.
Although lovely candles were lit in the
windows, the newly married couple walked
out into bright sunshine! Everything came
together to make it a real country wedding!
The reception was held in a marquee at
home in Cholesbury Bottom where family
and friends celebrated a wonderful day.
Belinda and Mark spent their honeymoon
in the Maldives and are now living with
Belinda’s parents while they look for a house
in this area. We send our best wishes to
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sirens were deemed unnecessary, the
children enjoyed the thrill of the visit by
the three uniformed police officers. The
children were on their best behaviour
and eagerly listened as the officers calmly
spoke of their varied work. Children also
had the opportunity to try on police hats
while chatting to the friendly officers.
The visit was part of the pre-school’s
topic about people who help us.
Organised by Play Leader, Claire Cox,
other visits included a local vet from
the Wheelhouse Veterinary Surgery in
Chesham and a local nurse (complete
with a wide selection of bandages for
the children to experiment with). Two
dads also popped in one a sign language
expert and the other a train driver from
Richard Branson’s Virgin fleet.
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LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP
New Programme starts October 2008

T

his is just a quick mention that the
new season of Local History Group
talks starts in October. With a talk
on the first Friday of the month for just £6
annually, it’s great value and guarantees to
offer something of interest for everyone.
Whether you are a regular or have never
been to one of our meetings before, we
kick off this season with a cracker. Do come
and see Colin Oakes who will be talking
about London between the Wars. Colin
is an expert on the archaeology and social
history of London. Be prepared for some
surprises though, as his talks are always a
combination of fun, fact and fantasy.
This, the first meeting of the new season
is on Friday, 3 October at 8 for 8:15pm at
Cholesbury Village Hall.
For further information please contact
Chris Brown 758890 and don’t forget to
look out for the yellow notices to remind
you a meeting is imminent!
Chris Brown 758890
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Thank You Ma’am!
‘In recognition of great and valuable
services to the community, and for activity
and contribution in enhancing the life of
the Community’ These few words say so
much about Jenny Smith and her work
with Hearing Dogs for Deaf People and
formed part of the citation on the award
presented to Jenny in April of this year by
the High Sheriff of Buckinghamshire.

I

n 2003 Esther Rantzen too presented
Jenny with the Volunteer of the Year
award. So although it came as a “total
shock” to Jenny when she opened the
letter from the Cabinet Office to say that
she was to become a Member of the Order
of the British Empire, we cannot say we are
altogether surprised!
This has been a very special year for
someone who says in her wonderfully
unassuming way “I didn’t need the award;
I found it very humbling and in fact I was
totally amazed to have been nominated;
I am only a volunteer”. But if you look
around the room, the fantastic number
of cards and messages of congratulations
pay tribute to Jenny’s work since she got
her first hearing dog, Jango, nearly twenty
years ago and to the fact that she has
actually given over one thousand talks on
Hearing Dogs – travelling to the furthest
points of Bedfordshire and to Maidstone
– and even to Somerset.
Jenny’s face temporarily saddens as she
describes just how isolating and lonely
deafness can be. “You can’t hear the door
bell or the ‘phone at all, so in the end
your friends begin to give up trying to
make contact – it’s impossible; if you’re
standing on a platform waiting for a train
and everyone moves away, you don’t know
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where or why they’re going; if someone
tries to attract your attention and isn’t
facing you, they think you’re either daft or,
at best, plain rude!”
A Hearing Dog has totally changed
Jenny’s life and that of nearly 1,500
other people who have received these
wonderfully trained and skilled four-legged
companions and who, thanks to the efforts
of Jenny and other volunteers, will continue
to do so.
The Hearing Dog centre, now based in
Saunderton, with a second similar training
centre opening in Yorkshire, employs over
100 staff in Buckinghamshire alone and the
centre costs one million pounds a year to
run. This of course includes training, food,
insurance and vets’ bills and staff salaries.
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The dogs, or at least about 72% of them,
are mostly ‘Rescue Dogs’ and Jenny’s own
first dog, Jango, was given to the centre
by Chiltern Dog Rescue. A dog costs £5,000
to train and is given to the recipient free.
But Jenny wanted to contribute as much as
possible towards Jango and when the time
came she needed to find a last £500: so
she approached the centre to see what she
could do for them. And so began what was
to be, and still is, a wonderful partnership.
Jenny has worked with three dogs and
Riley came after Jango but it’s Molly now
whose “smiling” face appears through the
cat-flap as you ring the door bell and who
barks loudly as she rushes off to tell her
mistress there is someone at the door! But
this is a two-way partnership and over the
years Jenny has run endless fund-raising
stalls at Fetes and other local organisations;
is much in demand as a speaker (she used
regularly to give five talks in a week in the
early days and still continued with her lip
reading classes). Oh yes, and she takes small
tours round the Hearing Dog centre in
Saunderton every Thursday!
It is about thirty years since an article
on Hearing Dogs in America appeared in
the Observer and about 1984 when Jenny
met Tony Blunt, the then Director General
of Hearing Dogs for Deaf People, at the
Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards WI, where he
was their guest speaker. So very much has
been achieved by Jenny since then and we
offer her our sincere congratulations on her
wonderful and very much deserved award.
We are assuming that Molly with be there
when Jenny receives her MBE from the
Queen!
It is worth noting that no-one suitable
is ever turned away through lack of funds
and sponsorship, for individual dogs are
always found. For further information, do
contact Jenny Moir, the PR manager for
Hearing Dogs. She has issued the following
press release about puppy socialisers who
are desperately needed to take puppies or
young dogs into their homes for between
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six and eight months.
“The puppy socialiser plays an extremely
important role in the initial training of a
hearing dog, introducing the young dog to
different experiences and environments as
well as teaching him basic obedience and
manners that will stand him in good stead
for the next stage of advanced soundwork
training. Puppy socialising is very
rewarding, and socialisers get the added
bonus of knowing they are playing a part in
helping a deaf person to enjoy the benefits
of confidence, security and independence
that a hearing dog will bring them. The
Charity will provide everything that the
new recruit will need from food to toys and
bedding. Trainers will also be on hand to
give telephone support, and socialisers will
be required to bring their puppies to puppy
classes on a regular basis to the Hearing
Dog centre in Buckinghamshire. It is fair to
say that if we cannot find more socialisers,
we will be unable to meet the demands for
fully trained hearing dogs.”
If you think you can help here, please
contact Jenny Moir on 01844 348108.
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100 CLUB WINNERS

CHOLESBURYCUM-ST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY NEWS

June 2008
1st Prize
The Vale

Thank you to all who have supported
events so far this year. A report of the open
garden at Hengrove follows. The membersonly garden visit took place on Thursday 3
July, when we were delighted to be invited
to the view the new garden of Sarah and
Jeremy Nicholson in Wendover, especially as
the sun shone for us and them!
The final event of the year will be the
AGM, which will take place on Friday 14
November at Cholesbury Village Hall. Make
a note in your diary now to come and
join us for John Garner’s roundup of the
gardening year, and, of course, food, drink
and pleasant company!
Anne Brown 758890
Hort Soc Committee
www.cholesbury.com/hortsoc.htm
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Mrs C Matthews,

£25

Mrs P Phimester,

3rd Prize
£15
Coppice Farm Park

Mrs R Pritchard,

4th Prize
£10
Buckland Common

Mr K Walker,

2nd Prize
Chivery

Another summer descends into puddles,
and the gauntlet is thrown down to all of
you to keep your gardens flourishing until
the highlight of the Hort Soc year! I mean,
of course, the Annual Show, which this year
will take place on Saturday 30 August.
Please dig out the schedule that was
delivered with the last issue of Hilltop News
and keep it safely. Entries should be in by
the Wednesday preceding the show to
allow time for entry cards to be produced
and so that sufficient space can be allowed
when we are setting up the hall. Please
continue to support the show by entering
your flowers, produce, photographic and
craft items. Anyone who does not have
a schedule can obtain one by contacting
Roseanne Vince at 11 Sandpit Hill Cottages
or by telephone on 758764, or you can also
access it online via the website below.

£50

July 2008
1st Prize
Bellingdon

HENGROVE HOSTS
OPEN GARDEN

O

n Sunday 22 June the Horticultural
Society held their annual open
garden and teas in the lovely
garden of Hengrove House in Chivery
by kind permission of Mr and Mrs Keith
Burgess. This year the chosen charity was
Iain Rennie Hospice at Home and the event
raised £550 for the Hospice, which was an
excellent result.
The garden is surrounded by woodland
areas leading to lawns and well stocked
herbaceous borders. The kitchen garden
was one of the talking points of the
afternoon as it is so well tended and has
such a variety of vegetables and berries
beginning to ripen. Also much interest was
shown in the large greenhouse where more
tender plants such as peppers were growing
in pots and a beautifully trained peach tree
along the wall.
The Society would like to thank
everyone who came to support the event
and especially to those who baked so many
delicious cakes for the teas, and to Guy who
nobly washed up all afternoon.
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£25

Mr J Conlan,

2nd Prize
£15
Buckland Common

Mrs S Cheek,

3rd Prize
£10
Coppice Farm Park

Ms A Hughes,

August 2008
1st Prize
£25
Buckland Common
2nd Prize
St Leonards

£15

3rd Prize
£10
Coppice Farm Park

Mrs D Driver,
Mrs L Fox,
Mrs E Lake,

There are now 122 members of the 100 club
and therefore the prize pay-outs will be
adjusted for 2008-2009 to maintain the ratio.
These will be as follows:
one prize of £10 every month
one prize of £15 every month
one prize of £25 on alternate months (6 in a
year)
one prize of £50 twice a year (December &
June)
NB. As the new £25 prize was not drawn in
April 08 (100 Club renewal month) it has been
drawn in July 2008.
New Members always welcome, please contact
the Treasurer, Mick Mariscotti 837093
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D o yo u n e e d h el p wi t h
your

Ma ths o r Ph y sic s
a t G CS E or A l e v e l ?
Experienced and Patient T utor
Competitive rates

Call Isobel Clark 758987
email : tutoring@cholesbury.com
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T

61 not out, the number of years Alan has been
tormenting the opposition!

Not a One-Man
Team!

rue, Sankalpa Gunesakara (Gunni),
Suranga Daluwatta and Mohammed
Rifai are having tremendous seasons
with bat and ball. Gunni has had this recent
sequence of scores: 59, 172, 107, 43, 132, 19,
102 and 86; not surprisingly by far the best
in the League and well on course to break
the League record. The other two have
weighed in with runs and many wickets.
But the rest of the team have also shown
their worth (when Gunni lets someone
else have a bat!). Youngsters James Cath,
who scored his maiden century for the
First XI recently and Michael Hamblin
(batting and bowling) have progressed
through our excellent colts system and are
improving with every game. Other regulars,
like captain Steve White, batsman/wicketkeeper Sean Robinson, Neil Jones and Bob
Garner maintain a strong, solid core to the
team.
The Saturday Second team are not so
high in their division, but they have enjoyed
some exciting matches. This is an ideal
standard of cricket for our younger lads
to progress between the colts and seniors.
William Jones, for example, is still only 15
years old but has made some big scores,
including a cracking 80 recently against
Little Marlow. Simon Knight’s Sunday side

Anyone reading
The Bucks Examiner
since this cricket
season started
may be thinking
that Hawridge &
Cholesbury are
indebted to one,
or maybe three Sri
Lankans in our surge to the top of the Chilterns
League Second Division table (where we sit
proudly as I write in mid-season).
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Saturday First XI. More important, I hope
to reflect on a happy, enjoyable season
for players of all ages and abilities in the
club, and not forgetting our many social
members.
Graham Lincoln, Secretary, Hawridge &
Cholesbury CC: 758449

Did you know?
* That in the early days, the club was
known as Cholesbury & Hawridge: doesn’t
quite roll off the tongue so readily does
it?
* That rivalling cricket for local popularity
until the early 1920s was quoits, played
further down the common in Hawridge
against neighbouring villages.
* That Buckland Common CC played in
the field opposite the White Lion. Rivalry
was intense until the club folded in 1963.
Top of the Shots! That’s Gunni

and Digger Reading’s Friday evening team
are enjoying their friendly matches, which
have become great social occasions for
families.
Our colts set-up continues to thrive:
witness the hoards of youngsters on a
Thursday evening in practise. Thanks to
Barbara Golds, with her wonderful powers
of organisation, and her team of dedicated
coaches for keeping our future players
happy.
Our pitch and outfield (not to mention
our enviable location) continue to receive
praise from all quarters. One reason we
joined the Chilterns League was to play on
better pitches, and ours is up there with the
best. Alan Brown, whose enthusiasm for
the club never diminishes (upwards of 60
years membership, man and boy), is mainly
responsible for the splendid state of the
ground, in between umpiring or scoring!
I hope, in the next issue, to report
promotion to the top division for our
Hilltop News
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HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

Stingers, Suckers, Biters
and other pesky critters

I set off writing this as Federer and Nadal
take an extended rain-break on one of the
few wet days for the last month or so but
this has most likely set the pattern for the
much of the summer to come with both hot,
steamy and cloudy, cool days.
question from a couple of visitors
to our area from rural Georgia in
the southern United States a month
or two back got me thinking about the
risks we run when we are out and about
in the countryside. Walking down Parrotts
Lane, we were forced to cling on to the
bank as one of those unnecessarily large
4x4s tentatively negotiated a narrow
stretch. As the car pressed by and we
moulded ourselves snugly into the grass
bank my friends nervously asked if we had
any dangerous wildlife they should be
aware of at this precise moment. No, I said
reassuringly.
However as I said, this got me thinking
as to what there is out there in the wilds of
the Chilterns, which could trouble us. Well
I guess the obvious place to start is with
snakes. Of the three British species only the
adder is of serious concern. Distinguished
by the zig-zag down the back they are not
normally aggressive and unless threatened,
tend instead to slink away. If unfortunate
enough to be bitten (although not normally
life-threatening to humans or pets) medical
attention is essential. Neither of the other
two is venomous. Grass snakes, normally
having a yellow or orange neckband, kill
their prey by biting; often under water.
Meanwhile, the very rarely seen smooth
snake is, surprisingly, neither armed with
poison nor a fierce bite but a constrictor,
tackling the likes of mice and voles.

A
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It is insects and other invertebrates
that more often than not bring us grief.
They fall into four types. The ‘stingers’
include that unwanted picnic guest, the
wasp, which becomes increasingly irritable
as the season progresses. The hornet, a
close relative of the wasp, certainly packs
a punch but despite its reputation steers
away from troubling us if we in turn leave
it alone. Meanwhile (Hollywood movies
aside) bees have to be seriously provoked
to retaliate.
The next group of insects are the
‘suckers’. All of these are pests of domestic
animals, such as horse flies and midges and
are doubly troublesome to us as being also
carriers of serious diseases. Only the females
bite in order to obtain blood for protein
as part of egg production. Nowadays,
mosquitoes in Britain no longer carry
malaria but one hundred and fifty years
ago during Victorian times this was a major
cause of death in the Kentish marshes
before these areas were drained.
The third group are the ‘biters’, ranging
from centipedes that use their front legs
to insert poison into the skin, to the
water spider that can also inject venom
with a painful bite, leaving you with an
inflammation similar to a bee sting.
The fourth group are best described
as the ‘pesky critters’. Brown-tail moth
caterpillars have barbed hairs which when
brushed against can cause anything from
a mild rash to headaches and nausea.
Meanwhile beware of sitting on a mound
made by woodland red ants. Do so and you
may experience multiple bites followed, if
you are unlucky, by stinging, and if you are
still around they will spray you with formic
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acid for good measure.
For most of us such attacks
result in a relatively mild
reaction caused by our bodies
producing histamine; but for a few,
just a small amount of venom or
anticoagulant can cause anaphylactic
shock where urgent medical attention is
needed.
Dangers are also lurking for us in the
world of plants. There are just three contact
poisonous plants in Britain. I’ll just mention
stinging nettles only in passing. Next on the
list has to be giant hogweed that contains
a phytotoxin, which reacts when the skin
is exposed to sunlight and causes blisters
and longer term scarring. The third is only
a threat if you fancied a quick dip in one
of our ponds. Blue-green algae, which is
present in both fresh and seawater will, if
confronted when swimming, affect our eyes
and provide an all over body rash.
Apart from some over-friendly highland
cattle and some inquisitive ostriches, the
only large animals I could come up with
were the occasional sightings of wild
boar! Mind you a regular contributor of
interesting local observations (P. Dice) has
passed on that there has been a sighting
of a very large black cat (of puma-sized
proportions) in the area, so keep a good
lookout!
Meanwhile as we walked along the lane
I learned from my American friend what
they had to contend with in the foothills of
the Appalachian mountains: ten different
lethal snakes, cougars, lynx, wolves and
bears. I’ll spare you all the spiders and
insects and plants!
So what’s out and about this month?
Down in the leaf litter under hedges, pigmy
shrews, our smallest mammals, are rushing
about in search of beetles etc. They weigh
less than four grams (or one penny coin)
and females must feed continuously to
top up their metabolism as they produce
at least five litters per season. Adult toads
are on the move. They travel considerable
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distances in the Spring
to find a breeding pool
and at this time of year
will be found in and around
the ponds building back up their
strength, stalking their food and
using their sticky tongue to snare
it, then blinking their eyes to assist the
swallowing processes.
Swallows, swifts and martins will be
making the most of the billowing clouds
of insects wafting on the evening breezes.
Last year was a disappointing one for
butterflies. The cool wet weather prevented
many adults emerging or having sufficient
time on the wing to pair-up. So far this year
things are looking up with a good supply
of early summer ‘flutterbies’ making the
right moves. Look out for fast flying day
time ‘hummingbird’ and ‘bee’ hawkmoths
visiting the flowers in August. They are
very fast and look just like their respective
names.
Take care driving along the lanes as dusk
falls. There is a large number of young
muntjac around straying naively onto
roads away from the safety afforded by
their mothers. Owls are also out hunting
to feed their young and frequently sweep
low along the high-sided verges, so are also
vulnerable. Perhaps a collision with either
of these will be the biggest risk you’ll run
with the local wildlife, so take care!
Finally in the ‘Recently seen in the
Hilltop Villages’ section (Puma’s aside that
is). We seem to be a popular place this year
for raptors, with more and more sightings
of red kites and buzzards, plus some
interesting chance observations of some
smaller birds of prey engaged in aerial
acrobatics over the woods in Hawridge Vale
last month: and just before going to press,
I have also just had a delightful report of
one of this year’s cuckoos being fed by a
pair of dunnocks. So as always questions
and observations always welcome.
chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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Another great
village show
It was too much to hope for – a dry day
for the fifth year running! When the large
black clouds approached the field, an hour
before the St Leonards Parish Hall Fête
was due to open on June 7, John, who is
of course always looking on the bright
side of things, thought the day would be
a washout! However, the clouds passed
over and although it was not as warm and
sunny as it had been last year, it was fine
enough for everyone to enjoy the rides,
stalls and refreshments in the usual way.

T

he Horse Show & Gymkhana,
beginning at 9am, had a beautiful
morning and record breaking
entries resulting in a good increase this
year, making in excess of £1,500! It was
delightful to see so many joining in and
especially those little ones riding in their
first show. Among them three year old
Amelia Brownsell winning on Sixpence (see
photo), kindly loaned to her by Pauline
Coyne. The Horse Show Team has brought
the Show up to an excellent standard over
the past four years, as is indicated by the
support it clearly receives. The expertly built
Course by David Brockett and judging by
Maureen Newall and Ian Crippen makes for
a very professional event.
The Dog Show, so well organised by
Jonathan Bright, was also a success and as
always, very popular with pedigree and
mixed breed owners alike. It was great
to see Fluke, the late Gary Heap’s Lurcher
(White Lion), now being cared for by Rachel
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& Digger Reading, winning 2nd for ‘Dog
With Child’ and 3rd for ‘Six Legged’ – that
would have pleased Gary!
Among the usual favourites in the Fête
arena was ‘Myrtle the Fert’le Turtle’ this
year’s expertly designed Coin Collage, by
Caroline Coates. ‘Myrtle’ did not quite
reach her £60 target but there was a
record achieved in that the winner, David
Shrimpton of Thame, guessed exactly
the total taken of £53.75. As Caroline
said in Royal Navy terms Bravo Zulu! (to
landlubbers, that means well done. Well
done to Caroline also – she sold £175 worth
of Annual Draw Tickets!).
The Barbeque, Teas, Ices and Beer were,
as usual, well consumed and the skills were
Hilltop News

plentiful for the Coconut Shy, Splat-theRat, Beat-the-Goalie, Skittles and Bowling.
The Children’s Stall and Face Painting were
well supported and the Tombola and Bottle
Stalls were bursting with great prizes.
Richard Charles demonstrating his great
talent for Bodging, made it look so easy. His
exhibition of beautifully turned items gave
onlookers a much appreciated insight to
this local craft.
The Book Stall had its usual large
following of ‘book worms’ and raised
just under £350. The Horticultural Society
broke all previous records for plants with
an increase of 44% and the Bric-a-Brac
did a brisk trade netting a 25% increase.
Inside the Hall, the Teas were very busy
the whole afternoon and Iris Hawkes,
who co-ordinated the delicious cream
teas and cakes along with Ellie Redding,
who donated 100 of her delicious scones,
must be mentioned. The ovens around
the villages must have been very hot
beforehand too, as so many beautiful cakes
appeared, as if by magic, on the day. David
Hawkes very generously donated all the
milk and cream used and many new helpers
joined in to help serve and wash up.
Thomas the Engine managed to double
his takings this year, helped enormously

by having more
room in which
to manoeuvre.
This was due to
the generosity of
Stuart Brown who
kindly cut the field
opposite the Hall,
thus providing off
site, car-parking
space.
The visiting
stalls, rides and
exhibitions were
well received and
the Inflatable Slide,
Tea-Cup Ride, Dutch
Organ, Morris Dancers, Vintage Motors and
Motorbikes all made a colourful spectacle.
The day concluded with the Annual Draw
being made and the coveted first prize of, an
up to £130 Service & MOT most generously
given by Chiltern Motors (BC), was won
by Mike Sear (ticket sold by Bill Ingram at
the White Lion). Other prizes were given
by Taylor’s Tools, The White Lion, the Full
Moon, Chesham Fencing and Caroline Coates
along with many others from the generous
collection around St Leonards and Buckland
Common. The proceeds from the Draw this
year were in excess of £970 – it was a sell
out!
The Fête happens through all the hard
work of many, many people, before during

Fluke the dog
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and after the day. The Management
Committee are indebted to those who work
so hard on the Committee and to those
who are not on the Committee but give so
much time and energy to make the day a
great success.
All that is left to say is a huge thank you to
everyone involvedin the St Leonards Parish
Hall Fete – a true ‘Community Effort’ and
that is such an important part of life in the
Hilltops.
This year of course, the end result mattered
more than ever before, as the extension
gets well under way. .
£5,940.65 was the net result of the St
Leonards Village Show 2008- fantastic! THANK YOU!!
John and Ann Horn

St Leonards Parish Hall
– News Update

W

ork on the extension will be
continuing through the summer
holidays with the aim of
completion by early September. Thank you
for your patience with car parking while
the builders have been working and events
and activities have continued to take place.
After a good many years as Booking
Secretary Kathy Scales has handed over
to Sandy Clarke. Sandy can be contacted
on 758567, please make a note of the
new contact telephone number. Our very
grateful thanks go to Kathy for her support
of the hall.
The other item of news is that from 1
January 2009 the rates of hire will increase.
Notice will appear in the usual form in
‘Dear Diary’ in the next issue of Hilltop
News, but local organisations may wish to
note that from 2009 the rate is increased to
£6.00 per hour.

W.H.A Upholstery
RE-UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
IN
ANTIQUE & MODERN FURNITURE
ALSO LOOSE COVERS

Free Estimates No Obligation

01494 862821 (Day)
01628 521210 (Evenings)
21 Haleacre Workshop, Watchet Lane
Little Kingshill, Great Missenden. HP16 0DR
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Rising to the Challenge!
It started with Paul saying after a meeting
that he had a small challenge for me.
Intriguing!

T

(1085m) by the Llanberis path.
We organized our own training over
about six weeks, consisting of brisk 10
or 11 mile Sunday morning walks from
Wendover car park, as hilly as one could
manage round here. One or two of us (not
I) even did repeated ascents of Coombe
Hill the steep way! We sorted out boots
and rucksacks, maps and compasses, headtorches and even a GPS in case we got really
lost in the mists.

he next week, he told me what
- the Rotary and Sightsavers
International 3 Peaks challenge.
Not so small, since it involved attempting
to climb mountains in Scotland, England
and Wales in 24 hours. It did clash with the
Commons Society summer party, but since
that happens
every year and
the 3 Peaks was
something I had
only read about
before and might
not get another
chance to do, I
yielded to the
temptation and
agreed to join his
team.
He had two
other Rotarians:
a serious cyclist,
Gavin Plews; a
Snowdon summit: re-building restaurant
serious runner,
David Walker; and
For safety, we had to have two nona ringer, myself. A name was needed, so we
walking drivers - you may have seen the
became the Bucks Buffaloes, one of fifteen
grapevine appeal which brought in Audrey
teams who were taking on the challenge.
Hughes (who arrived at two planning
Global Challenge UK organized us, sending
meetings fresh from a 60km and a 100km
out a 32-page handbook on training and
cycle ride respectively) - and David W had
fund-raising, etc.
a neighbour, Brick Dubourg, who might
The sequence was Stob Ban, less eroded
have joined the team but whose knees
than Ben Nevis and only 999m high (3278
persuaded him to drive instead. We hired
feet), a five hours thirty drive to Thirlspot
a Kia 7-seater, with the 7th seat removed
in the Lakes (starting earlier was barred,
since there was no boot.
to encourage safe driving), up Helvellyn
We set out late morning and spent the
(950m) and down to Glenridding on the
Friday night at Tebay, lunching in Fort
east, four hours thirty to Llanberis, and
William the next day, and reaching the start
finally a quick nip up and down Snowdon
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The walkers safely back

in Glen Nevis in good time to register and
prepare for the pre-start briefing and VHF
radio issue. The chief message was: stick
together!
The teams set off at 5 minute intervals.
We started last at 17:10, nice at first but on
an out-and-back narrow path, overtaking,
and later meeting and getting past
descending teams, required gentlemanly
behaviour. We did our best. The top 100m
was in cloud, and interestingly scrambly,
but we met no snow (though we saw
some in north-facing gullies). Back down
in 4 hours 7 minutes, and off we drove via
a coffee and sandwiches stop at Stirling
service station to the Lakes.
At Thirlspot car park at 03:37 it was
still dark as we set off through woods,
head-torches lit, and no other team
near. As we got higher we got a gloomy
view back down to Thirlmere, then lost
it, seeing ahead instead a huge bare
mountain rearing up into the cloud. As we
approached the ridge we felt the wind, a
westerly trying to blow us over the cliffs
down to Red Tarn. We paused at the stone
just below the summit marking where in
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1926 two men
had landed a light
aircraft (and taken
off again safely)!
The checkpoint
man at the summit
had been standing
tall since 01:00,
well wrapped
against the icy
blast, but the
next two (there
to prevent people
missing the route)
were cowering
in tents, showing
their faces at tiny
openings to ask
our team name
and point us the right way. Lower down we
came into clear day, but the top behind us
stayed in cloud. 3 hours 48 minutes and we
were down at the Patterdale checkpoint. A
few minutes re-warming, and off to Wales,
with one quick refuel and revittle at a
filling station.
At Llanberis we felt in good time for a
5-hour trip before the 24-hour target, even
taking time to unload some bags into the
hotel before we started. But setting out at
11:58 as the morning’s rain was stopping,
it felt a little tight. And by the time we got
into the summit cloud we were getting
nervous. We reached the top at 14:45
- leaving 2 hours 25 minutes for the descent
- and putting on cautious speed amid
glorious clear views below and all around
(8 lakes in sight at one point), we risked a
very quick drink at the Halfway House café,
before finally crossing the finish line 13
minutes inside our target. Relief!
The other David has looked at the results
and calculates that we were 3rd fastest
over Stob Ban, 4th on Helvellyn and 11th
on Snowdon. 7 of the 15 teams made it in
under 24 hours, we were 6th with 23:46:42,
and the 7th team, Newton Bridge, made
it with just over 2 minutes in hand in
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23:57:39. That’s judgement!
Now for the reason! Rotary has worked
with Sightsavers for some decades, helping
people in Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean.
Sightsavers has established the only training
centre in Uganda for ophthalmic nurses;
in eastern India it set up a rural hospital,
which in 2006 trained 125 teachers in basic
eye health, and performed 1250 cataract
operations. They quote the cost of the drug
Mectizan which stops river blindness at 5
pence per person per year. Your money
could go a long way.
The sponsorship web-page, www.
justgiving.com/davidbarnard1, which
makes it very easy to give by plastic over
the internet (and which recovers another
28% gift aid if you are a UK taxpayer) will
stay open till August 28th. And I will keep a
sponsorship form on paper at home.

VIOLET LOVETT

David Barnard

Violet was born in September 1931 to Les
and Gladys Biddle; the oldest of three, in
Stockton in Warwickshire. This was where

Stob Ban mist: don’t step off

she went to school and this wasn’t an easy
time for her. Because of this, she developed
a strong protective instinct which she was
later to express when her own children
were at school.

I

n her early adult life she worked as a
delivery girl at the local village shop
– deliveries were, of course, by bike in
those days, and bikes were to feature later
on in her life as well. Life and circumstances
took her and the family first to Weymouth
and then in 1965 brought her here to
Hawridge where she was to live and work
as a school cleaner for the best part of
30 years, staying, of course, in the school
house well beyond that time.
Later on, either she came to the
attention of a certain Reg Lovett, or he
came to hers. Either way, bicycles came
on the scene again as he rode up and
down The Vale to see her. He ran the local
singles club, then they ran it together and
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then they disqualified themselves from
membership by getting married in 1988.
She was also a member of the Thursday
Club and played a full part in other ways in
the community.
The family have described Violet as
being rooted in the village. She made a life
for herself in Hawridge, and then added to
that with her life with Reg.
We’ll miss her at Hawridge Church as
well. Part of the pleasure of knowing Violet
in the last few years was seeing her grow
in confidence in areas of church life. She
was a regular reader and server, and she
was never afraid to ask questions – we had
quite a few conversations, for example,
over the bread and wine at the altar when
we were sorting it out for our communion
services. And simply as a presence, as a
member of our congregation, she was a
valued part of our fellowship.
Her willingness to ask questions
extended to other areas of her faith; the
Lite Bites bible study group which we
ran until a couple of years ago was often
enlivened by Violet’s asking of the simple
but direct questions which other people
hadn’t thought to ask or were nervous of
asking. It helped the group a lot.
Violet was a humble person, but a good
mixer. She was also a good talker – in a
positive sense! More seriously she had
courage, determination and integrity as an
individual. As a small example, it can’t be
the easiest thing in this area to be antihunting; but Violet was, and was also pro
animals in a big way.
She loved her gardening and had some
skill with cooking, particularly preparation.
The family remember very early on being
given swede which they didn’t like and
being told that it was yellow potato,
which they did! She was an avid letter
writer, and fond of poetry and crosswords.
She also enjoyed what you might call
‘modern culture’; she enjoyed her Mills
and Boon and Barbara Taylor Bradford,
and – something I didn’t know – was a
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‘Coronation Street’ fanatic, always looking
to catch up on episodes she’d missed.
She also loved travelling with her
longstanding friends, Lily and Janet, with
the occasional weekend at the seaside or
other parts of this country; and she went to
Australia twice.
This is the person whose life we
remembered a few weeks ago. A person
who enjoyed her relationship with God,
and who liked the immediacy and liveliness
of Mark’s Gospel enough to stipulate
that a passage from it should be read at
her service. Violet herself believed in the
Gospel, and it was good to share that belief
with those of us who gathered together for
her funeral.

Curvaceous Cook
Raspberry and Rhubarb Jam
I have a wonderful rhubarb plant that produces huge amounts of juicy stalks each
year, but my one rhubarb eater no longer lives at home, so I have been giving it
away. This has proved to be a great idea in the case of one neighbour, as she gave

Revd. David Burgess

me back a jar of really delicious raspberry and rhubarb jam. It is a wonderful jewel

In Loving Memory of
Violet Lovett

pinky-red colour, not too sweet, and just scrummy on a chunk of fresh bread.
300ml/½ pint orange juice

The lovely village of Hawridge set in
the Chilterns with wild common and
cricket ground. This has been the home
of Violet for 50 years. It is villagers like
Violet who make this village such a
lovely, complete place to live.

1.3kg/3lb rhubarb trimmed and cut into 2.5cm/1in pieces
600g/1lb 6oz raspberries
1.8kg/4lb preserving sugar
2 large lemons, strained juice only

Violet was a gem to family and friends.

Pour orange juice into a large preserving pan, add rhubarb and cook gently for

Involved in the School, Cricket Club, the
Thursday Club, Fetes and, above all, the
Church – St Mary’s, Hawridge – where
she read, served and was on the PCC for
many years.

about 30 minutes until rhubarb is soft.
Stir raspberries, sugar and lemon juice into rhubarb and bring slowly to the boil,
stirring frequently until every granule of sugar is dissolved.

Violet was a lovely lady, uncomplicated
but reassuring about life, through
her kindness, help and happiness, her
smile, her belief, and her bubbling chat
– lovely.

Bring jam up to boil and boil for 40-50 minutes, or until setting is reached. To test
for a set, remove from heat, spoon a little jam onto a cold plate and leave until cold,
then push a finger through jam, if the jam wrinkles well, it is ready, if not contin-

Violet, your family and friends thank
you and we will miss you, but you will
always be with us in our hearts and
loving memories – bless you until we
meet again.

ue boiling until set, testing every 5 minutes.
When ready pour jam into clean, warm jars and cover surface with a waxed paper
disk. Cover when cold.

The congregation of St Mary’s, Hawridge
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We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the October/November (limited) edition
should be sent to Imogen Vallance (Societies), or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by
11 September latest. All other news, views and material should go directly to the editor,
Graham Lincoln. The next larger edition is the December/January issue. Please note that
photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
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