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Safeguard your home
and possessions

B

community is that by acting collectively,
ensuring all suspicious incidents and
individuals are rapidly reported to the police
for investigation, (in case of an emergency
via 999, but otherwise to the local police
team on 0845 8 505 505), and likewise
making neighbours aware so they can take
action too, we can make the whole area a
less attractive target for criminals.
Subscribe to the Country Watch Scheme
and, if on email, sign up to Grapevine at
www.cholesbury.com. Both throughout the
recent incidents and on a day-by-day basis,
subscribers to Grapevine have been excellent
at letting each other know when they have
come across suspicious individuals, vehicles
or incidents, which have been also reported
to the police.
For further information contact Chris
Brown (758890) or Caroline Coates (758102)
on the Parish Council.

efore Christmas there was a spate
of ‘opportunist’ thefts from local
properties. Over the past year, the
Parish Council has been able to develop a
closer relationship with our neighbourhood
policing team. (See Neighbourhood Policing
update in this issue.) Following these
incidents the council and police decided that
helping householders improve home security
and discouraging this criminal activity
through collective action was a priority issue.
Local homeowners would welcome up-todate information on how they can improve
the security of their homes and possessions.
Additionally, for those with outbuildings
housing horticultural/ agricultural or
business equipment, demonstrate what steps
can be taken to reduce the risks of items
being stolen.
If you are interested in learning what
you can do to improve home security, why
not come along to an evening on Crime
Prevention for your home to be held at St
Leonards Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday
24 February. (Before you set off, make sure
you secure your home and leave on some
lights!)
In addition to receiving practical advice
on the steps you can take from the Crime
Reduction Adviser for this area, there will
be an opportunity over a cup of tea/
coffee to chat to members of our Rural
Neighbourhood Policing Team.
The evening will include information on
topics such as external and internal lighting;
burglar alarms; locks; securing tools and
equipment; boundary security and the like.
As each household has specific needs there
will be an opportunity to obtain further
advice on your specific home security needs
and follow this up after the meeting.
Finally, the message for everyone in our

• Jenny Smith MBE (above) receives her medal
from the Queen.
• Chris Brown marks the 200th anniversary
of the birth of Charles Darwin by noting
some of the famous naturalist’s lesser known
observations.

Front Cover: The joys of early spring are just
around the corner…

Plus all the news from our Churches, School,
Clubs, Councils and Societies.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

s you probably know, your Council
tax is made up of three parts:
County, District and Parish. Whilst
County and District seem likely to increase
by about 3.8%, I can report that the Parish
Council precept (our part of the total) will
be unchanged for the year 2009/10.
So where does the money go? Parish
Councils have wide powers of expenditure
under various acts of Parliament. We
provide allotments, nearly all of which
are taken. We give financial support to
village halls and other local charities. Most
important of all we try to ensure that other
agencies are doing their job - for instance
we are constantly badgering Bucks CC to
repair our potholes and repair our roads.
We recently had a major success in getting
the drains cleared at the top of Oak Lane,
but we still await repair of the potholes
discovered under the flood-water.
We also monitor planning applications
and comment as appropriate to Chiltern
District Council. We try to give the ‘local’
view on extensions and new buildings
rather than the strict legal approach taken
by the planning authority which makes the
final decision.
If you would like to learn more about the
Parish Council and its work please contact
me or, even better, come to a meeting - 4th
Monday in the month at either St Leonards
or Cholesbury Village Hall.

ow will
Buckinghamshire
shape up in 2026?
The County Council is
intent on retaining the
local distinctiveness of
each parish whilst sharing
a level of commonality
across the county.
Buckinghamshire has been successful
in encouraging the growth of business,
providing good quality job opportunities
and maintaining high levels of employment.
Our proximity to London, Milton Keynes and
the Thames Valley provides employment for
60,000 people who commute out of county
daily to work.
Most positively, people here are living
longer with 16 per cent of the population
aged 65 or over. Supporting people to
maintain their independence has a high
priority and many challenges facing
Buckinghamshire are being addressed by the
community with articulate, active residents
engaged with local issues.
Over the next two decades the population
will grow by about 51,000, mainly in the
Vale of Aylesbury, and the proportion of
older people will rise significantly. The good
news is that Buckinghamshire is a strong and
vibrant county and one that is extremely
well placed to care for its residents – albeit
in a difficult economic climate. By 2026
we hope to have a healthy rural economy,
better roads and maintain our superb natural
environment in the Chilterns AONB.
The Council Tax increase this year is
predicted to be 3.9%, which has been
achieved by identifying savings and
efficiencies of over £16 million, together
with increased income of almost £2 million.
As you may already know, the Government’s
benchmark comparison of local authorities
now rates Buckinghamshire County
Council as the second highest performing
council in England in terms of meeting its
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David Clarke,
Clerk to the Council 758567

Parish Council
75th Anniversary:
1 April 2009

I

n Autumn 2008 all societies,
organisations and the churches in
the Parish were asked if they wished
to arrange an event to celebrate the
anniversary. The response has been
extremely positive with some events
decided and others being developed.
The Council will be sponsoring a
number of events and is also acting
as diary coordinator. Whilst each
event will be publicised in detail by
the organisers, we give below some
early dates for your diary and others
will follow in future editions and via
Grapevine as they arise:
2 April
H&C School Coffee morning with music
by the children
3 April
Local History Group’s own ‘Time team’
digs up 75 years of the Parish
4 May
Cricket Club six-a-side tournament
11 or 20 June
Beating the bounds (walking the parish
boundary)
11 July (provisional)
Council sponsored Family sports day
17-20 Feb 2010 (provisional)
Council sponsored pantomime
Any suggestions or ideas for events will
be most welcome, as will volunteers!
Please contact Caroline Coates on
758102 or John Allen on 758095
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targets and offering value for money. In
order to deliver our corporate ambition of
Achieving Outstanding Performance we are
scrutinising a range of work streams and
projects including adult social care, the built
environment and recruitment to create a
more customer-focussed, efficient and lean
organisation.
As I write, the Chilterns are snow clad
and the winter landscape is breathtaking.
Secondary winter gritting routes are being
treated today to make many more roads
safer, but the difference in temperature
between Chesham and the Hilltop Villages
can be dramatic at this time of year. How
cold it was at Cholesbury for the Meet on
Boxing Day, but with a turnout of over one
hundred horses and riders on the common it
was an event not to be missed.
Please let me know if there are issues you
wish me to raise on your behalf with officers
at County Hall.
Tricia Birchley 01296 621138
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LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
So how is it we ended up with an RAF
airfield just a stones-throw away, down
Aston Hill?

I

guess few of us could
say when and how
RAF Halton started
and how it subsequently
became linked more
closely with our villages
– so there’s a chance
to find out more from
Francis Halford, who in 1996 became the
curator of the Halton Museum and will be
giving us a talk entitled First Landing at
Halton. Join us at St Leonards Village Hall
on Friday 6 February at 8 for 8.15pm.
For most of us, the nearest we will get to
knowing anything about Life in a Foundling
Hospital is from one of Charles Dickens’
novels, such as Little Dorrit or Oliver Twist.
What’s more, they were not just institutions
of a long gone Victorian age - in
Berkhamsted’s case there was a Foundling
Hospital providing a safe haven for children
right up until the 1950s. Lydia Carmichael
was a former pupil at the Berkhamsted
Foundling Hospital and will be letting us
know about her first-hand experiences on
Friday 6 March at 8 for 8.15pm, again at St
Leonards Village Hall.

Friday or Saturday to learn about the recent
history of the Hilltop Villages.
Visitors always welcome - just £2 on
the door, so if you are new to the area or
have not been to a meeting before it’s an
excellent opportunity to learn more about
your local neighbourhood.
Chris Brown 758890

W.H.A Upholstery
RE-UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
IN
ANTIQUE & MODERN FURNITURE
ALSO LOOSE COVERS

Free Estimates No Obligation

01494 862821 (Day)
01628 521210 (Evenings)
21 Haleacre Workshop, Watchet Lane
Little Kingshill, Great Missenden. HP16 0DR

Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish – The first
75 years: a talk and exhibition
Make a special note in your diary for the start
of April which marks the 75th Anniversary
of the parish of Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards
comprising the villages of Buckland Common,
Cholesbury, Hawridge and St Leonards. To
celebrate this, the talk at 8.15pm on Friday
3 April at St Leonards Parish Hall and the
exhibition on display that evening (which
will also be up in the Hall on Saturday 4 April
from 10am) will be all about the events,
locations and people of interest over this 75
year period. We hope you will come along on
6
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
COMMONS
PRESERVATION
SOCIETY
AGM

W

e held our meeting on a very icy
night, so it was not surprising
that fewer people than usual
attended. Those who came enjoyed
interesting talks about the management
of two very different commons. However,
maintenance issues faced by the custodians
of these commons sounded very familiar
to ours, which, in a way, was heartening.
It was interesting to hear of two different
solutions to some of the same problems
that we face - both with similar aims.
Caring for common land that no longer
has the traditional importance it once
had in the local economy presents many
challenges. In the past, its use for grazing,
fuel provision, food and other natural
resources determined how the land was
kept. Nowadays, maintenance involves
strategies that enhance the amenities
of the land for leisure as well as for the
conservation of special habitats.
The local Parish Council owns
Chorleywood Common and employs
two full time rangers who look after it.
Margaret Jarrett spoke about a project to
introduce grazing animals to Chorleywood
Common. Recent legislation allows parts
of common land to be fenced off with
temporary fencing, allowing animals to
graze in safety on selected parts of the
open grass areas. An enormous amount
of work has gone into this project, which
culminated in the current experimental
introduction of about four cattle to the
Common. An experienced grazier checks
the animals daily.
Jenni Hignett works for BBOWT, the
local Wildlife Trust. She came to talk to us
10

about Nettlebed Commons in Oxfordshire,
where she is involved with sustainable
management strategies. Nettlebed
Commons are a 560 acre complex of loosely
connected areas of common land, forming
a diversity of habitats with ancient and
secondary woodland, ponds, marsh and
lowland heath. Most of the Commons are
part of a family estate but are administered
by the Nettlebed and District Commons
Conservators, who have looked after the
land since 1906. However, in 1993 they
consulted the local Wildlife Trust, BBOWT,
with the aim of getting help with their
conservation work. Funding has been
secured from the Countryside Commission
through the Countryside Stewardship
Scheme and a management plan has been
drawn up. BBOWT and the Conservators
are collaborating on a ten-year programme
to revive and extend the heathland and
maintain glades and rides through the
woodland. Like our commons, there is
some acid grassland, which is highly valued
for its distinctive flora. It is interesting to
note that their policy towards woodland is
to leave it to its own devices except where
it obstructs paths and rides.

Date

Location

Activity

Feb 8

Between Oak Dene and
High View, Hawridge
(GR 943067)

Cut up fallen and falling trees, burn brash.
Log and stack. Bonfire

Feb 22

Clearing behind the cricket
pitch (GR 934072)
		

Fell 3 ill oaks, burn brash. Log and stack.
Remove outer willow branches uphill on
edge of clearing; fell hawthorn. Bonfire

Mar 8

South of Shepherds Cottage
(GR 944067)

Cut up fallen oak limb, burn brash. Bonfire

Mar 22

Opposite Shire Lane
(GR 933073)

Cut up logs and deliver. Then move onto
another pile for cutting and delivery.

For further information contact Oliver Parsons 758694 or Isobel Clark 758987
or email www.cholesbury.com/hccps

Boxing Day Hunt Meet
I am very glad that the Hunt Meet went
well. It appears that the Hunt Committee
made considerable efforts to ease
congestion. Fortunately, it was a lovely
bright, frosty day and the ground was firm.
Working parties
As always, volunteers - adults and children
alike - are welcome to join the following
working parties (see opposite page top)
from 9.30am – 12.30pm. Bring thick gloves.
Refreshments provided.
Linden Bevan-Pritchard (Chairman)
Hilltop News
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NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

n 5 January
2009, PCSO
Roche and the
Neighbourhood Watch
Team at Amersham wished
everyone a very Happy and Peaceful New
Year and were pleased to report that there
were no burglaries in the Chesham rural
sector during the Christmas period.
They hoped that a New Year’s Resolution
would be to check house and car security
and if necessary think about upgrading it.
Please continue to be alert - if someone,
or a vehicle, seems suspicious or out of
place in any way, ring 0845 8 505 505, and
in particular report direction of travel if a
vehicle is involved. Dial 999 if a crime is in
progress.

The December Christmas Party was a very
pleasant evening. The singing of the choir,
The Cygnets, was enjoyed by everyone,
Hilary Sheppard gave readings with a
Christmas theme and the final carols were
boosted by the male voices of the choir.
Jim Dale was due to come to the January
meeting to talk about the weather, so
we hope that it did not prevent him from
arriving.
The February meeting, on the 16th,
will welcome Mr Stan Mills, who is
coming to talk about the Royal Star and
Garter Homes, which provide nursing
and therapeutic care to ex-service men
and women. On 16 March there will be a
demonstration of Caribbean Cookery by
Sandra Webb. Come along!
Our meetings are held in St Leonards
Parish Hall on the third Monday of each
month, starting at 8pm, and visitors are
always welcome.
Carol Henry, on 758435, will be pleased
to give you more information about our WI.

O

Shirley Blomfield 758314

Times/Sunday Times
book vouchers and
Nestlé cereal packs
vouchers
Please may we ask that if anyone is able
to collect these vouchers on behalf of
the school children, we would be most
grateful. Please send or drop in via The
School Office, Hawridge & Cholesbury
School, Hawridge, HA5 2UQ.
Many thanks.

12
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Mustn’t be
late for the
Queen!

box. Only then were we ushered back to
watch the rest of the ceremony. Wonderful
background music was played throughout
by a military orchestra up in the Minstrels’
Gallery.
Molly was reunited with me and the
family afterwards and was extremely
patient while we waited to have our
official photos taken in St Georges Hall –
magnificently re-built after the devastating
fire and well worth a visit.
On leaving - hungry and thirsty - we
drove to a pub near Windsor well-known
for its sandwiches before going home.
Having given both Molly and Riley (rescued
during the day by Diana) a good walk, we
rounded off the day with a delicious supper
at the Wendover Peking.
Truly, an unforgettable day and when
my brother came down to breakfast the
next morning and said, ‘Well, we know
it wasn’t a dream, the medal is here’. I
realized I felt exactly the same way!

Last year, Jenny Smith from St Leonards
received a letter from the Cabinet Office
to say she was to become a Member of the
Order of the British Empire; for her work
with hearing dogs for the deaf. The Big
Day arrived to receive her medal from the
Queen: 11 November at Windsor Castle!
Jenny describes her special day…

U

p at the crack of dawn to walk Molly
and Riley before getting into my
finery - leaving at 8.45am to arrive
at Windsor Castle by 10 o’clock.
Husband Tony, my brother Stephen and
his wife Judy came with me plus, of course,
Molly. Reluctantly I had decided to leave
Riley at home.
In Windsor we drove up The Long Walk
– our ID being checked on the way – and
then into the Castle via the archway the
Queen uses – wow! Tony dropped us off
in Engine Court and went to park the
car. With my brother and sister-in-law, I
proceeded into the castle to wait for Tony
as we were requested to enter as a party.
We waited and waited, becoming more
worried by the moment – and in my case,
more nervous! Molly was taken away by a
kind lady who had been delegated to look
after her during the ceremony: pity she
can’t tell us what parts of the Castle she
visited! Still without Tony, we were guided
up the stairs flanked by two members
of the Household Cavalry standing to
attention – magnificent! Finally Tony was
reunited with Judy and Stephen and led
to the Waterloo Room while I was spirited
away in another direction.
14

There were about 55 of us receiving
honours and it was quite stressful trying to
understand what exactly was to happen as
my promised help with the briefing never
arrived. However, we set off through the
King’s Chambers which included the King’s
Bedchamber next to the Banqueting room.
I mentally giggled about that. Do you think
in Medieval times the King was carried from
his dining chair to bed after having wined
and dined a little too well?!
Finally we turned a corner and I saw
Her Majesty the Queen standing on the
dais looking very serene in a green wool
day dress. Apparently she had entered the
Waterloo Room just after we all stood for
the two minutes silence. She spoke most
kindly to each recipient, stepping down to
talk to those in wheel chairs and pinning
our medals to a small hook with which
we had all been fitted. We then walked
along yet another corridor to tables where
our medals were polished and put in a
Hilltop News
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY SCHOOL

ST LEONARDS PARISH HALL – NOTICE OF AGM

Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow…

W

ell, we really couldn’t let the first
Hilltop News of the year pass us by
without showing you some photos
of angels, kings and shepherds. So here they
are! They were taken at this season’s nativity
which was performed by the entire infants
section of the school, comprising no less than
67 children aged between 4 and 7 years. The
stage positively ‘shimmered’ with a dozen or
more tinsel-laden angels and there were the
usual lambs, donkeys, horses (and I’m sure
I spotted Scooby-Doo) around the crib! The
dancing, singing and ‘actions’ were executed
with much gusto thanks to the many days
of rehearsals this term under the watchful
eye(s) of the infant school staff.
We were also treated to a show by our
Year 3 pupils who gave us a lovely rendition
of ‘The Night Before Christmas’ complete
with sleepy children, adorable animals,
toys (which came to life) and, of course,
a very rotund and jolly St Nick. Costumes
were fabulous and the children excelled
themselves with their clear pronunciation
of all the verses.
Finally, the older children hosted an
evening of nine carols and lessons at the
United Reformed Church in Chesham. Each
class performed a song or two as did the
choir, accompanied by our super orchestra,
and then we all joined in with a selection
of traditional carols. Readings given by the
children were clear and full of expression
(even after what seemed like a fair hike
up to the lectern) and I’m sure no one
could fail to leave the church that evening
without feeling extremely warm and
Christmassy!
In fact, our choir were extremely busy
during December as they were also invited
to visit the new Helen & Douglas House
Hospice shop to sing at the official opening
16

Chairman: Michael Reynolds
Treasurer: Mick Mariscotti
Secretary: Shirley Blomfield

The Annual General Meeting will take place
on Tuesday 10 February 2009 at 8 pm
at the Hall in Jenkins Lane.
Refreshments will be served, please join us.
Please note - the current Chairman, Michael Reynolds, wishes to
stand down from the Committee for the coming year.
Nominations for all the elected positions on the
Committee (as above) should be sent to
Mrs Shirley Blomfield, Chambers Green Farm, St Leonards.
email: chambersgreen@btconnect.com

by Sister Frances Domenica.
It all seems so long ago now as we find
ourselves back to business, all traces of
Christmas mysteriously gone (except for
maybe a few bags of tinsel lurking outside
Mrs Stallwood’s office). Do the children
mind? Well, if they do...they’re not showing
it. In fact coming in to snow on the first day
back made it all seem more than bearable
and everyone has settled back in, no
problem. Heads down. Looking forward. Roll
on spring!
Kay Bass 786016
Hilltop News

D o yo u n e e d h el p wi t h
your

Ma ths o r Ph y sic s
a t G CS E or A l e v e l ?
Experienced and Patient T utor
Competitive rates

Call Isobel Clark 758987
email : tutoring@cholesbury.com
Hilltop News
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CHOLESBURY cum
ST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY

• If you want an early crop of carrots then
sow in a row under horticultural fleece or
a cloche.
• Prune apple and pear trees, avoiding
frosty spells but while the trees are still
dormant.

t was with great trepidation that
I agreed to take over from Anne
compiling these articles as she has done
a sterling job writing for Hilltop News
for some time now - thank you Anne. I’ll
endeavour to keep you informed about
what is happening and plan to give some
hints and tips for those of you who are new
to gardening.
Well, now is your chance to start the year
as you mean to go on in the garden. It’s the
start of a big year too for our Horticultural
Society as 2009 is our 70th anniversary
and we are still going strong with over
120 members. This must be quite a few
more than when we first started out when
meetings were held at The Full Moon, before
it was extended. It’s a great time to pick
up the phone now if you’ve thought about
joining the Society but haven’t got round
to it - all you need to do is call Di Garner on
758347 - membership is still only £2.
Don’t forget to book up for our first
event for the year on Friday 20 March as it
is a special flower arranging demonstration
from Tan Strong when she will recreate her
Silver-gilt winning entry from the Chelsea
Flower Show 2008. It is sure to be a popular
event so please ring Di Garner to secure
your place.
A key date for your diary is the
Horticultural Show on Saturday 29 August.
If you want to enter the show, now is the
time to get planting!

In your greenhouse
• Start sowing summer cabbages in modules
to get them ready to plant out in March/
April.
• Sow leeks in modules or trays ready for
planting from April onwards.
• At the end of the month start sowing
chillies, aubergines or sweet peppers and
place in a heated propagator. If you are
planning to plant tomatoes inside then
now is also the time to start sowing and
place in a propagator.
• Sow bedding plants now in a heated
propagator in your greenhouse.

I

Jobs to be getting on with in February
In your vegetable garden
• Sow broad beans and peas directly into
the soil after you have warmed it with
black polythene.

18
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In your flower garden
• Prune dogwood hard to encourage
brightly coloured branches next winter.
• Now is a good time to move flowers and
shrubs if they have outgrown their site.
General care
• Spread mulch before plants get too large,
taking care to avoid any dwarf flowering
bulbs.
• Clean pots and trays to remove pests and
diseases.
• Cover soil to warm it and make it easier
for digging.
• Order and buy your seeds and devise a
sowing plan now.
Look out for our posters for more
information on forthcoming events and
happy gardening for 2009.
Barbara Baddon
Hort Soc Committee
(http://www.cholesbury.com/hortsoc.htm)
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Church services – February & March 2009
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In his image…
by the Reverend David Burgess
One of the best things about getting away
from the city, as we did nearly twelve
years ago, is seeing the sky without light
pollution. The interviews for the post
of minister in these parishes coincided
with the peak period for the 1997 comet
Hale Bopp. It looked
spectacular enough in
West London, but out
here it was stunning.

W

hen you see
things like
that, it’s
tempting to ask the
question “Why do we
count?” We’re small creatures on a small
planet in a remote part of one of billions
of galaxies. Statistically, we’re smaller than
a rounding error. It’s hard to make much
of a case for our importance given these
numbers.
But I’d like to take us back to the
beginning to look at the Bible’s account
of how we came to be. In the very first
chapter of Genesis, God’s been creating
all kinds of things and animals. On day six,
God creates us. Here’s how it reads:
“Then God said, ‘Let us make people in
our image, to be like ourselves. They will
be masters over all life - the fish in the sea,
the birds in the sky, and all the livestock,
wild animals, and small animals.’ And it
concludes… “…and so it was. Then God
looked over all he had made, and he saw
that it was very good. This all happened on
22

the sixth day.” (Genesis 1:26-31)
We’re special, and special in several
ways. God speaks about our purpose
before he even creates us: we’re to be
made in God’s image; and we’re given
a job to do. All that means is that we’re
given a role as God’s representatives
here on earth, to master and to use the
creation.
Consider this for a moment, and see if
it changes the way that you think. On one
hand, we undervalue people by saying that
they’re statistical or biological accidents.
On the other, we can overvalue people by
thinking that we’re the centre of creation.
Genesis gives us a different view.
It teaches us about the incredible value
of human life. C.S. Lewis put it this way:
“There are no ordinary people. You have
never talked to a mere mortal. Nations,
cultures, arts, civilizations – these are
mortal, and their life is to ours as the life
of a gnat. But they are immortals who we
joke with, work with, marry, snub, and
exploit – immortal horrors or everlasting
splendours....”
Even though the image has been
tarnished as a result of sin, it’s still there,
and it still makes human life valuable.
Because of God’s image, we should never
put down any human being. Every person,
regardless of disability, age, race, gender,
or sin is an image-bearer of God, and
– thinking particularly about Harvest – a
fellow steward with you of Creation.
This also tells us about what God is up
to today. People often talk about what
God does in the afterlife, but God is busy
right now. He’s restoring his image in us.
Following Jesus means that God begins
Hilltop News

the process of image restoration within
us. What God made very good in the
beginning, and was then tarnished by sin,
God is making perfect again.
You probably know the New Testament
story where some teachers of the Law
tried to trap Jesus by asking him whether
it was right to pay taxes. Jesus’ reply
was on these lines: “Coins are made
in the image of Caesar, and therefore
they belong to Caesar.” But he went
even further. He also told us that we are
responsible to give to God what belongs
to God. That means that because we are
made in the image of God, we belong to
God. We are his. Giving him all that we
are, all that we have, is the least that we
can do. We belong to him.
So that’s us – we’re made in God’s
image, we’re bearers of his essence, and
we’re stewards of his creation. God is
restoring that image in us, and we belong
to him. That’s something to give thanks
for and celebrate.
Yours in Christ,

MICK HAWKES

I

t is with sadness we tell you of the
death of Mick Hawkes on 22 January.
Mick, who had been ill for some time,
died peacefully surrounded by his family.
He was known to most of us in the
Hilltop Villages and will be much missed.
We will be publishing an account of
his life – filled with fun and laughter – in
the next issue of Hilltop News. Pauline
and the family are very much in our
thoughts at this time.

Hilltop News
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ST LEONARDS
Holy Matrimony
20 December 2008 Fiona Charlotte Baxter and Daniel Ian Packham

ST LEONARDS

A

s ever, the Christmas period
at St Leonards is never
dull! On Sunday
7 December we
were delighted to
have so many of
Ruth and Derek
Warren’s family with us when David
dedicated both the beautiful purple Altar
Frontal to be used for Lent and Advent as
well as the new green one for standard
use. Ruth’s legacy has been used in so many
ways and we were able to report that bibles
had been bought for the School: a lending
library has been started in the Sunday
School and an adult library in the church.
We are still stocking both these with books:
a bookcase is being bought for the Church
Room and Richard Charles has kindly
agreed to make shelves for the church. It
is indeed a magic fund – as it never quite
comes to an end! We are sincerely grateful
to the Warren family.

New Altar Frontal
24

Little Bears held their Christmas Service
on 7 December. It’s always fun to welcome
Clare’s lively and interested group of
children who never fail to marvel at the
arrival of the crib at the altar in all its glory
as Virginia draws their attention away for
a minute towards the other end of the
church. We do enjoy their visits!

Tea Party

– and after only one brief rehearsal with
Andrew McCrorie-Shand they gave us a
wonderful and highly individual rendering
of ‘How do we know it’s Christmas?’
Madeleine and Gemma led the choir down
to the altar as the congregation joined
them in ‘Once in Royal David City’. The
church was decorated simply with greenery
and candles; the atmosphere was amazing
and the service, lasting for only an hour,
really set the scene for the days ahead.
St Leonards has never managed to
squeeze quite so many people in as we
did for the wedding of Fiona Baxter from
Hawridge and Daniel Packham on Saturday

20 December. The bride and groom entered
to Katy Oliver singing ‘Ave Maria’, the
church was filled with white lilies and the
sun shone! It was very special for Fiona and
Daniel to be so well supported by family
and friends and we wish the young couple
much happiness in their life together.
Virginia produced yet again a simple and
moving Nativity – made all the more special
by the children finding a real baby in the
crib at the end of the service (never mind
that it was a baby girl - not quite but nearly
newly born - Elsie Matthews – daughter of
Jakki and Robert). Like her cousin, it was
her debut!

He(she) is real!

Look, he is there!

Those who came to the Tea Party on 17
December were delighted to be entertained
by David Clarke accompanied by Richard
Charles. We were all so grateful as this
marvelous duo were given less than twenty
four hours notice – Joanna having been
struck down with the St Leonards Lurgy.
It was a lovely start to the last gathering
of the year and, as in the summer, we
were able to send £100 to Iain Rennie
– the chosen charity we support at the Tea
Parties.
The Junior Church turned out in force for
the Carol Service on Sunday 21 December
– there were nineteen of them in the choir
Hilltop News

Fiona and Daniel Packham
Hilltop News

(mattweddings.co.uk)
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Our Christmas Services, at Midnight
on Christmas Eve, at 9am on Christmas
morning and finally our Family Christmas
Service were very well attended and we
do thank all of you who came to join us,
sharing in this important celebration.
We were particularly thrilled to have
Jake Matthews making his first church
appearance with his parents, Hannah and
Philip, at the Midnight Communion service.
He was only a week old and didn’t make a
sound!
Mothering Sunday is on 26 March and
we do hope you will join us for this Family
Service.

CHOLESBURY

W

e welcome Tom Haggerty to the
PCC as
our new
Treasurer. Last year
was busy for Wendy
as she negotiated
a reduction of
the Parish Share
but finances are still difficult and we are
grateful to Tom for taking on this office.
Tom has already contributed in other
areas. He has installed our new water butts
and is the sign writer for the new ‘To the
Church’ sign which was long overdue for
replacement.
The Christmas festivities at Cholesbury
were occasions for singing. The Carol
Singers managed to visit more houses than
usual around the Village although some
of the younger singers were quite tired
by the end. Louisa and Catherine gave
the first ever public performance of a new
carol they had composed for GCSE – and
it was a lively, cheering tune. A number of
residents told us the temperature that night
- evidently weather stations are becoming
popular in Cholesbury! The carol singers
raised £85.58 for Send a Cow and we do
thank all those whose homes we visited for
their support.
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A willing band of helpers tidied Cholesbury
churchyard last November
There was a full church for the Candlelit
Carol Service and we were surrounded by
greenery carefully arranged around the
candles. David Clarke’s choir was in fine
form despite a busy period singing for Tring
Choral Society and at other churches. We
welcomed Alice Fisher as a new member of
the team, reading the Christmas story. Our
thanks to Mike Fletcher for his mulled wine
on a cold night!

lessons. Our thanks to all our readers
and to Felicity for her clarinet solo. We
look forward to welcoming you to future
services – details are in the magazine.
Hawridge Church Walking Group - The
next walk will be on 3 February starting
from Hawridge Church at 10.00am. This will
be followed by coffee at The Laurels. The
March walk will be on 3 March – venue to
be advised. As usual, a 50p donation for
Church Funds is appreciated.
Please contact Joan or Margaret for
further details – 758332

T

he Christmas Social was held on 18
December. Dave Clarke and his friends
came to entertain us and everyone
had a good time. Due to illness and the
nearness to Christmas itself, numbers were
down on last year but it didn’t dampen
the mood of those who attended! A ‘bring
and share’ supper provided a great variety
of food and there was a good selection of
raffle prizes.
Socials to come at St Leonards Village Hall:

Pam Sharpe
We are sad to report the death of
Pam Sharpe, a much loved member of
our congregation and true villager of
Hawridge. She will be greatly missed
and we will remember her with love and
affection.

19 February at 7.30pm: Quiz Night with
ploughman’s supper - raffle prizes welcome.
Price £5 members, £6 non-members.
19 March at 7.30pm: Barn Dance and supper.
Price £6 members, £7.50 non-members.
We look forward to seeing you
Guy Williams

HAWRIDGE

WORLD WOMEN’S
DAY OF PRAYER

A

most enjoyable
Christingle
Service was
held on 7 December,
and the collection of
£101 was donated
to ‘The Children’s
Society’, who carry
out vital work
among children in the most challenging
circumstances.
Carol Singing - Even though the dreaded
flu depleted our numbers, we still managed
to raise over £85 for ‘Save the Children
Fund’. We would like to thank The Full
Moon and its customers for their generous
support.
Our annual Carol Service was held on
Christmas Eve and very much heralded the
start of Christmas celebrations. The church
was full to bursting and we all enjoyed
joining in the traditional carols and nine
Hilltop News

THE THURSDAY CLUB

Friday 6 March
10.30am at Holy Trinity Prestwood
This service, being held worldwide,
has been prepared by the people of
Papua New Guinea
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During a summer past, Oliver Parsons was invited by Aubrey Bristow to take a helicopter ride
around the Hilltop Villages – to take, naturally, photographs. Above is a particularly striking view
of Cholesbury Common.
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100 CLUB WINNERS
100 CLUB WINNERS
Christmas Draw December 2008
1st Prize		

£50

Mrs C Henry, Buckland Common
2nd Prize		

£25

Mr M Reynolds, Bellingdon
3rd Prize		

£15

Mr C Firth, Buckland Common
4th Prize		

£10

Mr D Stacey, Coppice Farm Park
January 2009
1st Prize 		

£15

Mr D Brockett, Wigginton
2nd Prize		

Children’s Christmas
Party

Reminder!

T

The annual subscription is again £10 and
is due by the 1st of April.

he Annual Children’s Christmas
Party, sponsored by St Leonards
Parish Hall, took place on
Sunday 7 December at the Hall
and was very much enjoyed by the
children of Buckland Common, St
Leonards and Chivery. Mr Right your
Wrong proved a huge success as the
children played games, watched a
magic show and told their own jokes
and a few horror stories! There was
even a visit from Santa Claus himself
that left magical smiles on a number
of young faces.
The Hall Committee extends
their very grateful thanks to Heidi
Kapadia and Caroline Spooner for coordinating the event.
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£10

Mrs K Strong, St Leonards

As in the past, your usual contact will be
in touch to enable you to join again for
another year. If preferred, Treasurer Mick
Mariscotti, Arrewig Farm, Chartridge HP5
2UA (837093) will happily accept your
subscriptions.
New members are always most welcome,
if you know of somebody who wishes
to join, please ask them to contact the
Treasurer or other Committee Member.
If paying by cheque, please make the
cheque payable to ‘St Leonards Parish Hall
100 Club’.
St Leonards Parish Hall Committee
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HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

Darwin’s legacy – if eaten, beetles can
leave a bitter taste in the mouth
A cold start to the year with Chesham and
Benson in Oxfordshire sharing the National
honours on the night of 6th January. With
snow on the ground, temperatures fell
to minus 11°C. Locally, I recorded –11.8°C
that night. The outlook for the rest of the
winter season is for slightly warmer and
dryer conditions than typical for this time
of year.

F

ebruary 12th marks the 200th
anniversary of Charles Darwin’s birth.
He was one of the foremost scientists
of the 19th century, who demonstrated
how all species of life evolved from
common ancestors by the process he
called natural selection: a discovery that
continues to have a profound impact on
scientific thinking to this day. Although this
is what he is principally remembered for,
his inquisitive mind not only addressed this
fundamental question but he also resolved,
or at least laid the groundwork for, answers
to many other big questions of the day.
So this Nature Notes picks up on just
a few of the less celebrated of Darwin’s
discoveries as an observer of nature and
his largely unrecognised contribution to
agriculture, market gardening and animal
husbandry. His nature writing is descriptive,
at times poetic, and elsewhere highly
amusing. One or two quotes are picked out
and included below but his complete works
are available online at www.darwin-online.
org.uk.
Charles Darwin initially trained to be
a Doctor in Edinburgh but found himself
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not suited to following his father as a
country GP, having observed the gruesome
autopsy of young girl. This experience also
conditioned his lifelong thinking as an
anti-vivisectionist who resisted the new
fashion of experimenting with live animals.
In desperation, his father encouraged him
to resume his studies at Cambridge with
the aim of becoming a parson. However,
instead of theological studies he soon
became distracted by his exploits in riding,
shooting and fishing.
Luckily for science, this extra-curricular
activity led to him submitting letters of
his discoveries to learned journals which
brought him into contact with, and to the
notice of, the most renowned naturalists
of the day. This led to an invitation to be
the ‘gentleman naturalist’ to accompany
Captain Fitzroy on board the survey ship
Beagle in 1831. After a five-year voyage
of exploration and discovery to South
America, including the Galapagos Islands,
Australia and South Africa, Darwin returned
with thousands of specimens and many new
ideas. He took over 20 years to summon
up the courage to publish ‘On the Origin
of the Species’. The book immediately met
with hostility from the established church,
however his ideas survived this onslaught
and were reinforced by the work of the
scientists who followed him. Although
his travels provided numerous exotic
species, he equally relied upon numerous
observations and studies of everyday British
wildlife. Here are just a few.
On the earthworm, Darwin elegantly
remarked “...it may be doubted if there
are any other animals which have played
Hilltop News

such an important part in the history of the
world as these lowly organized creatures”.
He carried out experiments (in the billiard
room of his family home in Downe, Kent),
and calculated how materials strewn on the
surface found their way deep down in the
topsoil. He calculated that, over 10 years,
the top two inches would have all been
through the gut of worms. We take this
subterranean activity for granted today
but until Darwin investigated
this most essential aspect
of soil fertility, it was not
understood.
Ever wondered
how plants attach
themselves to and
climb up almost
anything so
effectively? So did
Darwin. Although
several had studied
this plant behaviour
previously, there
was no clear
understanding of
how this occurred
and, more importantly,
how the different
methods of climbing
evolved. Darwin studied
over a hundred different species
grown from seed (including growing
hops in his bedroom). His research enabled
horticulturalists and market gardeners to
develop new varieties of climbing plants: be
they clematis, hops or runner beans.
There were many occasions when
Darwin was challenged to explain the
variety and wonder of the natural world.
One such related to wild orchids and how
species such as the bee and fly orchids
mimic insects in the design of their flowers
or as Darwin described them “…the
wonderful contrivances of the orchid”.
During a visit to Torquay in 1861 he noticed
how wild orchids were distributed on the
cliff side. Consequently, he had an orchid
Hilltop News

house built and demonstrated how only
cross-pollinated orchids produced fertile
seeds and the more successful an orchid
at attracting insects, the more likely its
inherited characteristics would survive.
Darwin predicted this effect was down
to the transference of genetic material,
although it took another 50 years for
Darwin’s theory to be proved and the
principles of genetics to be developed.
Unlike today, breeding of both
domestic and exotic fowl and
game birds were of popular
interest. So it was typical
of Darwin’s curiosity with
nature in general that
he experimented with
the breeding of a wide
range of varieties. He
examined the features
of racing pigeons and
the colouration of male
birds. At times the whole
house stank of boiling
bones as Darwin sought to
determine differences in
bone structure of birds bred
for racing.
In his latter years Darwin
turned his mind to the mysteries
of plant movement. He was able to
demonstrate that it was not a single
entity that controlled plant movement
but rather the reaction of a small number
of cells just behind the growing tip of the
shoot or root which reacted in one way
to gravity and in the direct opposite to
light. In relation to the root or ‘radicle’
Darwin, in dismissing many of the previous
speculations, was close to resolving the
mystery when he commented, “It is hardly
an exaggeration to say that the tip of the
radicle … having the power of directing
the movements of the adjoining parts, acts
like the brain of one of the lower animals”.
Once again it took until the 1930s for
the final solution to emerge, but it was
Darwin’s pioneering work that laid the
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groundwork for today’s market gardening
industry.
To finish, an anecdote from his student
days at Cambridge. Darwin describes the
perils of being swept along by a beetlecollecting craze, which was fashionable at
the time among young gentlemen. “…No
pursuit at Cambridge was followed with
nearly so much eagerness or gave me so much
pleasure as collecting beetles. It was the mere
passion for collecting, for I did not dissect
them and rarely compared their external
characters with published descriptions, but got
them named anyhow. I will give a proof of my
zeal: one day, on tearing off some old bark, I
saw two rare beetles and seized one in each
hand; then I saw a third and new kind, which
I could not bear to lose, so that I popped the
one which I held in my right hand into my
mouth. Alas it ejected some intensely acrid
fluid, which burnt my tongue so that I was
forced to spit the beetle out, which was lost, as
well as the third one.” Itself, an evolutionary

tale of sorts, I guess.
chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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Neighbourhood
Policing update

Chesham Rural
Neighbourhood Policing Team

I

t has been over a year since our last
community meeting, and the inception
of the Chesham rural neighbourhood
action group (NAG). We would just like to
update you with some of the work that
has been done. The three issues that were
raised last year were speeding, littering/fly
tipping and general road condition.
The pot hole issue was already being
tackled by the County Council and a
schedule of works had already been drawn
up by them. The NAG helped by using their
communication methods to promote the
message that the pot holes were to be
filled and a schedule of works had been
drawn up.
The next issue tackled and still currently
being worked on is speeding. Enforcement
of the speed limit is now routinely being
carried out in Chartridge Lane. SID and laser
have also been used in Asheridge.
The Anniversary Meeting takes place
at 7.30pm on 5 February at Bellingdon
Village Hall. This meeting is to reassess the
priorities and the way in which your rural
NAG is run. Please attend and let us know
what your priorities are for the area in
which you live.
Would you like to represent your village
on the NAG, or have something to say of
benefit to your community? If so please
come along to our public meeting, where
all are welcome. You can express your views
and hear about our future plans and work
to date. We will also be advising you of
our surgery dates and times, where we will
come to your village, for a drop in session,
and listen, and hopefully help with your
concerns for your community.
One of our initiatives in the Rural area
is to try and recruit as many people as
possible to our COUNTRY WATCH SCHEME.
One of our greatest challenges, is to not
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Sgt 2812 Benfield

PCSO C9418 Les Roche

PC6150 Melvin Mutch

PCSO C9007 Vicky Cooper

only keep you all advised of any crime or
incidents in the area, but also to encourage
you to phone with any suspicious
behaviour, to enable us to be proactive
rather than reactive.
If you would like to sign up to the
scheme please email. Lesley.roche@
thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk or give me a call
on 0845 8 505 505 or leave a message on
my answer phone.
Les Roche
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We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the April/May edition should be sent to
Graham Lincoln, Imogen Vallance (Societies), or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters)
by 9 March latest. Please note that photos sent online must be
at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449 grahamlnc@aol.com
Societies, Diaries
Imogen Vallance 758552 imogen@ciders.fsnet.co.uk
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700 anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250 annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882 mjbspark@googlemail.com
Photography
Oliver Parsons 758694 oliver@parsons111.freeserve.co.uk
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printer
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592 info@strongs-printing.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making and is funded by advertising.
Supported by Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish Council.
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at a time like this, it’s
good to have an adviser
to talk to

Credit crunch, sub-prime and rights issues are words we’re all familiar with. But
where are the markets heading? Although nobody can say for sure, it can help to
get an informed, unbiased opinion. Open an account, and once registered, you
can call our expert advisers and get a view on a share, a sector and whether it’s a
good time to buy, sell or sit tight. Our advisers don’t work on commission and no
extra costs are involved.
Online news, views and research
Of course, you can also go online and get market news and views including our
opinion of all the FTSE 100 shares, the prospects for different sectors, risers and
fallers, and analysis of individual companies. Please remember though that the value
of investments and the income from them can go down as well as up and you may
not get back your original investment.

Register at
or call

www.share.com/advice
0845 6185 217

The Share Centre Limited P.O. Box 2000, Aylesbury Bucks, HP21 8ZB. The Share Centre is a member of the London Stock
Exchange and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority under reference 146768.
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