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A Season’s
Greetings

C

hristmas cards, as I was reminded
recently, first appeared in England
during the mid 19th Century and
were adopted by other countries about 20
years later. Once exclusively a Christian gift,
cards are now widely used in non-Christian
parts of the world as well.
The first cards usually pictured the
Nativity scene. In Victorian times the robin
became popular because postmen at that
time were nicknamed ‘Robin Postmen’
because of the red uniform they wore.
Snow scenes became popular after the
particularly snowy winter of 1836.
It was very snowy in the Hilltops at times
last year and the opportunity to capture
enchanting scenes like that on our front
cover was not missed. What a good idea of
Cholesbury PCC to feature the scene on its
own local Christmas Card (see below…).
At the end of my second year as editor,
may I take this opportunity to thank the
many contributors, regular and occasional,
without whom there would be nothing
to say. It has been a pleasure to meet
and correspond with so many interesting
people. I also thank all you readers: without
your interest there would be no point
having Hilltop News.
On behalf of the Hilltop News team,
have a very merry Christmas and the
happiest of New Years.
Graham Lincoln

Hilltop News

It is with much sadness we report the
death of Brenda Nicholson who passed
away peacefully on 14 November. Our
thoughts are with Fletcher and his
family. Brenda lived in the villages for
over 35 years and a full account of her
life will appear in the next Hilltop News.
Included in this issue…
Our local blacksmith
Keeping alive an age-old tradition.
Harry Potter
Who’s behind the scenes?
An American in Hawridge
Memoirs of a life in the Hilltops.
Trip of a Lifetime
Tanzania World Challenge – what Katie
did...
Plus our regular features…Chris Brown
looks at parts of nature you may have
overlooked.
Jim Hetherington provides an intimate
insight to the world of honey bees.
Our Curvaceous Cook serves up festive
delights.
…plus all the news from our churches,
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.
Front Cover Photo
This delightful scene
of snowbound
Cholesbury is used
on a Christmas
card produced to
help raise funds
for the St Laurence
Church Appeal.
Cholesbury PCC has
been delighted with
the response to the
card. There may still be some left – contact
Liz Green on 758035 or lizzyb@bellosborne.
com. See Church Matters.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

F

irstly the Grapevine. I withdrew from
Grapevine shortly after the great
commercialism debate. Enough was
enough and I felt that a great concept had
been taken over by a group of uncontrolled
gossips. That’s just a personal opinion but
the reason I am recording it is to remind
members of the public that it should not
be assumed that items on Grapevine will
automatically be noted by the Parish
Council. If you wish to make comments or
ask questions about Council business please
contact me or any member of the Council.
At its last meeting the Council made
unqualified donations to both Cholesbury
Village Hall and St Leonards Parish Hall. It
also opened a fund for long term support
of the playground at St Leonards. It was
felt that this facility, although owned and
managed by the Hall Trustees, is used by a
wide range of people and, as such, merited
ongoing support.
It has also been agreed that a dog bin
should be provided and serviced at the
Council’s expense. The bin will be located
close to the waste bins at St Leonards
Parish Hall, at the top of the drive. I know
many local dog owners will appreciate this
facility. Dog owners should be reminded
that it is illegal to leave dog faeces on any
part of the playing field and also on the
roadside verge where the speed limit is 40
mph or less. That now applies to most roads
in the Parish. The dog warden will now be
in the Parish at least twice a week so please
either take your litter home or use the bin
provided.
In response to a request for a sign at the
top of Taylors Lane barring heavy lorries
except for access, I am pleased to report
that Bucks CC has agreed to erect a suitable
sign as soon as possible. There is already a
sign at the bottom of The Hale, not in our
Parish, but I have asked BCC to clear the
surrounding vegetation. We are advised
that BCC will be partially resurfacing Taylors
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Lane and Oak Lane in the next weeks.
Watch this space.
I wonder how much electors know of
what the Parish Council does and how it
operates. Your elected Councillors are not
paid, nor do they receive any allowances
(their choice). Most of them attend various
group meetings and seminars on your
behalf. They also voluntarily prune trees,
clear litter, mow grass, repair benches and
notice boards, organise events (fun day,
beating the bounds, civic service, panto etc)
and check out planning applications. My
job as Clerk is to look after administration,
including financial matters, and ensure
that matters of law are understood and
followed.
The small number of people who attend
Council meetings does have an influence
on what happens in the villages. Meeting
dates and minutes are posted on our notice
boards and on the Parish website. Please
come and have your say.

A

project originally started by Oliver
Parsons and was taken up by
Councillor Chris Brown is a survey
of road names and how they match the
data held in District and County Council
databases. Any discrepancies should not
affect you directly as the Post Office
probably knows where you live. But what
about emergency services and others using
GPS? A major area of concern is Cholesbury
Lane, currently shown in the database
under various guises. The Parish Council
makes the following suggestions:

‘Humpty Dumpty’
This is the Pantomime arranged for
February 2010: the final celebratory event
marking the 75th anniversary of the Parish
Council. Performances will be held at St
Leonards Village Hall during half-term
week from 17-20 February.

Bottom Road to Parrotts Lane, currently
designated as Cholesbury Lane, Buckland
Common Road, to be become Cholesbury
Lane.
Parrotts Lane (Cholesbury) to Rays Hill,
currently designated as Cholesbury Lane,
Cholesbury Road, to become Cholesbury
Lane.
Rays Hill to Church Lane, currently
designated as Cholesbury Lane, Hawridge
Road, to become Hawridge Common.
Church Lane to Nuthazel Cross, currently
designated as Cholesbury Lane, Hawridge
Road to become Hawridge Hill.
We would welcome your comments on
the above, either to me or any member of
the Council. Better still, come to the next
meeting.
David Clarke, Clerk to the Council 758567
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LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP
Forthcoming Talks

H

ere are the
upcoming
talks organised
by the Local History
Group. There is also a
short quiz to test your knowledge of some
notable people connected to the Hilltop
Villages.
December’s talk, to be held on Friday
4 December, is entitled Bone, Straw and
Paper. Paul Chamberlain will tell the story
behind the 100,000 plus French and Dutch
prisoners interned throughout Britain
during the Napoleonic Wars.
2010 kicks off with a talk on Southwark
Cathedral and its Environs by John and
Jo Brewster both experienced guides for
the area, on Friday 8 January. The talk will
cover the 1000 year history of the Cathedral
and nearby historic landmarks such as the
Globe Theatre.
There is a local feel about the meeting
on 5 February when Lawrence Troubridge
lets us in on an insider’s secrets with his talk
on The Work of a National Trust Warden at
Ashridge.
All three meetings start at 8.15pm and
are at St Leonards Parish Hall. Visitors are
always welcome just £3 on the door.

As regular attendees to meetings and
visitors to our exhibitions will attest there
is a rich tapestry of history in the local
area. To celebrate this heritage here are
some questions to test your knowledge
on some of the notable people who have
connections to the Hilltop Villages…
1. Who took part in the Battle of Trafalgar
and returned to live in Cholesbury for
over 60 years?
2. Who lived as a boy in St Leonards and
left to become fêted as a renowned
composer of lute music and confidant of
Queen Elizabeth I?
3. Who was the American actress who lived
briefly in the Windmill?
4. Who was the New Zealand born writer
who in 1913 lodged nearby to the
Windmill?
Brief answers to be found on Page 52. But
why not join the Local History Group and
get to know more about the history of the
Hilltop villages?
Chris Brown 758890
localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

S

ir John Johnson
opened the Annual
Chilterns Forum
on 6 November with a
potted history of the UK’s
AONB’s. Royal Assent was
given on 16 December
1949 to a crucial piece of
legislation that meant
government would
henceforth fund the now
36 AONB’s in England, and the Chilterns
were the first to form a Conservation
Board. The Countryside & Rights of Way Act
in 2002 gave new meaning to the national
parks by improving access and managing
their environment in a more sustainable
way.
Approximately two hundred members
learnt about many important local activities
including the Chalk Streams project. The
‘Trout in the Classroom’ exercise had
enabled school children to hatch 250 trout
eggs and release over 120 fry into the
River Chess. Conservation of Commons
and chalk grassland is a current priority
as is managing the sheer scale of visitor
numbers.

They ask us to know where our nearest fire
hydrant is situated, that the name of our
house/farm is clearly visible and that people
with stock have a written evacuation plan.
Farm fires are particularly difficult to deal
with: often due to the unknown location
of cylinders and fertilisers, inadequate
water supplies and narrow access roads.
Prevention measures have reduced the
number of fires in Buckinghamshire and we
can all do our bit to help.
Winter is upon us and I do hope you will
enjoy the Christmas festivities. It has been
a tumultuous year both politically and in
the City. The prospect of a general election
draws near in what will be a closely fought
contest. I hope Father Christmas will be
generous this year and look forward to
seeing you out and about in the coming
weeks!
Tricia Birchley 01296 621138

This is the time of year when County is
fine tuning its budget for next year, and
considering the medium term plan for the
next three years. I have been leading a
member challenge to test the assumptions
so far in ensuring a balanced outcome,
focussed on local priorities. Whilst there is
more to be done, during the autumn many
roads have been significantly improved and
many gullies in the parish will be cleaned
out between now and in the New Year.
The Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Fire
Authority has issued a rural safety strategy
in response to the 100 barn and farm fires
they attend in the county annually, in
addition to 50 animal related incidents.
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John hangs up his boots
Our oldest player, John Noakes, has finally
called it a day. At the age of 67 his knees
have given him a painful reminder to do
something less energetic on a Saturday
afternoon. Joining the club in 1983, John
rarely missed a match (latterly mainly for
the 2nd XI). His canny spinners brought
him many wickets but not, alas, on his final
appearance. True to form, however, he had a
catch dropped off his bowling.
Graham Lincoln, Secretary, Hawridge &
Cholesbury Cricket Club. 758449

Club President Katharine Dallas joins colts from Under 9 to 13 age groups at the
end-of-season Presentation Evening

LOOKING FORWARD
TO OUR 125TH YEAR

A fitting pitch then, with clubhouse to
match, to welcome season 2010 – the club’s
125th anniversary.

“On a pitch hacked

Colts play for fun…

out of the common,

The Hawridge & Cholesbury colts played
competitive matches at Under 9, 10 and 13
levels last season. The Club is indebted to
the many coaches, who have taken the time
to undertake official training courses, and
co-ordinator Barbara Golds, for ensuring an
enjoyable season for the many enthusiastic
youngsters.
Barbara has now moved on but
Vanessa Stay – well known in the village
as Play Group leader – is going to offer
her administrational skills to help Colt’s
manager Phil Wright keep the colts bandwaggon rolling smoothly.
Prize-winning Colts (in order of best bowler,
batter and all-rounder)

a table with more
ridges than a
Lord’s groundsman
has nightmares
about, long grass
to hide the ball
and confound the
fielders – this is cricket in the raw”

T

his is how a local newspaper
eloquently described a game played
on Cholesbury Common in the early
1960s. Cricket had been played there like
that since 1885, when the pitch replaced
old archery butts. The pitch today, however,
is an altogether different proposition.
Thanks to a major resurfacing programme
around the time of the Club’s centenary,
tender loving care by Alan Brown and
regular help from club members, the pitch
is the envy of many clubs.
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Final bowl for John Noakes

Under 9 William Llewellyn, Alfie Turner
and Luke Barker.
Under 10 Finlay Barratt/Jake Westcott,
Harry Sargent and Charlie Barker.
Under 13 Megan Hoban, Liam Hoban
and George Heggarty.
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CURVACEOUS COOK
Raspberry Sorbet

I was lucky enough to be given a big bag of raspberries this year, and found this
deliciously refreshing and very easy recipe.
I have made a batch for Christmas, so when all the rich food is starting to pall I think this will be a lovely
light and flavourful pudding to have in the freezer, maybe served on meringues or with a shortbread
biscuit. The syrup will make two batches of sorbet.
I thought that I would cut corners and use the fruit still frozen in my ancient ice cream maker...
big mistake! The whole lot just clung to the edges and had to be thawed out, so now I thaw them first.
I should imagine that this would work
for any soft fruit.
250g caster sugar
250ml water
500g raspberries
Heat the sugar and water together slowly until the
sugar has dissolved, then boil for four minutes. Cool.
This may be kept for four days in a sealed container.

Fond memories of the
Full Moon

Blitz the raspberries briefly in processor, and rub through a sieve. If you don’t have a processor, just
sieve, but this may take a bit more effort! Add 185ml of the syrup and freeze in ice cream maker. If you

R

don’t have one, freeze in shallow dish and whizz in processor or beat hard twice during freezing.

eceiving a recent copy of Hilltop
News down here in Bournemouth
brought back many happy memories
of the 20 years we ran the Full Moon. We
fondly remember coach trips to Windsor,
with fancy dress on the boats, to Hatfield
House and London theatres (full coaches
every time). Not forgetting Haggis Parties
on New Year’s Eve.
We have lots of old friends still living
in the Hilltop Villages and we wish you all
a happy and healthy festive season and a
wonderful New Year.

Remove from the freezer 30 minutes before needed to soften slightly.
Lulu Stephen bellingdonm@hotmail.com

Pat and Wally Pope
Pat and Wally kindly sent with their letter
some photos which will bring pleasant
memories to many villagers. They show
vintage cars stopping off during the
Pitstone Rally of 1988 and Wally doing a
stint behind the bar.
12
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

he Christmas meeting will be held
on Monday 21 December, when
members and their invited guests will
be entertained by Sara Oliver, making a
welcome return visit.
The programme for 2010 is not yet to
hand but look out for the posters, prepared
always by Paddy Thomas. These will be
put up on the notice-boards around the
villages in the New Year – the first meeting
is on Monday 18 January, which is when
annual subscriptions become due. The 2010
Programme information will also be on the
Cholesbury.com website and on the Bucks
Federation of Women’s Institutes website.
In the meantime, Carol Henry was elected
President at the Annual Meeting held in
October and will be pleased to fill you in on
future activities. Carol’s telephone number
is 758435.

eware of rogue
traders or cold
callers. If you
are approached by any
organisation you are unsure
about, please do not allow them into your
home or give them any of your personal
details. If you wish to report such calls you
can contact the Community Safety Team
on 01494 732089, or call Consumer Direct
on 0845 4040506 or call the police on
0845 8 505 505. Please warn vulnerable
neighbours NOT to let strangers into their
homes under any circumstances.
The latest Neighbourhood Newsletters
(to end of October) can be seen by
going onto the police website at www.
thamesvalley.police.uk
Remember, call the police on 0845 8 505
505 if you see anyone acting suspiciously and
dial 999 if immediate attention is required.
Alternatively, if you do not wish to give
your details, you can call Crimestoppers,
anonymously, on 0800 555 111.

T

B

Shirley Blomfield 758314

HAWRIDGE AND
CHOLESBURY
COMMONS
PRESERVATION
SOCIETY
AGM
Our AGM will be held on Tuesday 8
December at Cholesbury Village Hall,
starting at 8.00pm. After our formal
business has been completed, refreshments
will be served, followed by a talk by a
representative from the Million Ponds
Project, Rod d’Ayala. This project, led by
the charity Pond Conservation, aims to
promote the creation of ponds throughout
the country. There will be time for
questions and if you have a pond, you
might get some good advice. The AGM is
an opportunity for you to hear about the

work undertaken on the Commons and to
express your own views, so please come
along.
First Aid Course
We will be running a course on Basic First
Aid and Emergency Life Support on the
5 December in Cholesbury Village Hall.
This is for volunteers who work on the
Commons and other places in the Chilterns.
It is being supported financially by the
Chilterns Conservation Board, for which
we are very grateful. In the spring, three
of our volunteers will be refreshing their
training in the safe use of chainsaws both
for cross-cutting and felling small trees.
This is a requirement if our volunteers are
to continue this work on the Commons.
We hope that the course will be supported
financially by the Sustainable Development
Fund, to which we have made an
application.
cont...

Working Parties for December 2009 - January 2010 9.30am – 12.30 pm
Everyone is welcome, adults and children alike. Bring thick gloves. Refreshments provided.
For further information contact Oliver Parsons (758694) or Isobel Clark (758987) or email
hccps@cholesbury.com
Date

Location

Activity

Dec 6	Opposite Tankards Dene,
Hawridge (Grid Ref 946066)

Re-open hollow way. Clear around
broken apple tree Bonfire

Dec 13

Fell trees on edge of road. Bonfire

 pposite High View to
O
Ridgeway, Hawridge
(Grid Ref 943067)

2010
Jan 10	Top of Horseblock Lane
(Grid Ref 946063)

Fell trees in open area; log and remove

Jan 24	Top of Horseblock Lane
(Grid Ref 946063)

Fell trees in open area; log and remove

Feb 	Watch out for notices on local
noticeboards and Hilltop News
If you are aware of any branches that have fallen across paths or rides on the Commons,
we would be grateful if you could let us know, by calling Isobel (758987) or Steve (758126)
or emailing hccps@cholesbury.com
14
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NATS and over-flights:
moving the goalposts?

Cutting and Collecting
At the end of the summer, the weather
was dry enough for Duncan Mitchell to
do all the cutting and collecting that we
asked him to do in the open areas of the
Common. If you remember, last year was
so wet that he was unable to do the work.
We are very grateful to Stephen Cheeld and
Brian Harris, who have done considerable
work beside the road cutting undergrowth
and clearing under the trees.
Annual Subscriptions
Subscriptions are due at the AGM. They will
remain at £7.50 for an individual, or £15.00
for a couple, and are payable to Mike
Fletcher, Ivy Cottage, Cholesbury, Tring,
Herts., HP23 6ND. If you prefer, you can
pay at the AGM.
Linden Bevan-Pritchard 758750 and
bvanp@care4free.net

O

ver the years, the CCPS has
enjoyed many get-togethers at
the summer parties. Thanks to
all our hosts and the planning and effort
put in by the organising committee,
sponsors and various members of the
community, these have always been
a great opportunity for us to meet
informally. Last year, Peter and Annie
Alberto’s exceptional generosity and
helpfulness enabled us to enjoy another
party – not forgetting unexpected guests
like the honey bear!
Since there are usually so many other
events at that time of the year, we
thought that we would like to arrange
something different this time. At the
moment, we have a completely open
mind about what we might do. The only
proviso is that it should be an event
that all the family can enjoy. Have you
any suggestions for us? If so, please ring
Linden on 758750 bvanp@care4free.net
or Lindsay on 758440 lindsaygriffin@
yahoo.co.uk
16
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Jazz night

O

n Saturday 7 November at
St Leonards Parish Hall, the
Management Committee presented
their sixth Concert and Supper Evening
since 2005 with the second popular Jazz
Concert and Supper with Lou’s Sextet. The
toe-tapping music was enjoyed by a very
appreciative crowd, watching, listening and
dancing, in a very relaxing atmosphere.
Once again the talent of our very own local
singer, Laurie Elliott was revealed! (check
out the website on www.loussextet.co.uk).
Shirley, Ann and Sally send a special thank
you to everyone who helped to make the
evening go with a swing!
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ost readers have probably
heard by now that the next TCN
Consultation for changes to
flight paths across the South-East has been
deferred until at least September next year,
although NATS say that “doing nothing
is not a long term option”. They also say
that, where possible, they are developing
alternatives which address some of the
concerns raised and that they “anticipate
bringing forward some smaller changes
from the TCN proposal while we (NATS)
continue work on the overall design”. So
we’re not out of the woods yet and must
remain vigilant about any “small changes”.
On that score, an article in The Daily
Telegraph on 27 October reported that
the Department for Transport (DfT) have
changed their approach and rejected
the pleas to reduce flights over AONBs

and National Parks because they said,
apparently, that tranquillity was a
“subjective subject” which could not be
accurately defined; “tranquillity” can mean
different things to different people – “what
may be seen as intrusion by one may be
acceptable to another”. They also claimed
that exceptions could not be made: “While
AONBs and National Parks are afforded
certain statutory protection this does not
extend to precluding over-flight by aircraft.
In practice it would be impractical to
prevent widespread overflying of AONBs
… without affecting reasonable levels of
access to our airports”.
The DfT’s line appears to confront
Government guidelines and reject the
Commons’ Transport Select Committee
report which urged that the number of
flights over National Parks and AONBs be
reduced.
Anyone who wishes to register concern
about this straw-in-the-wind is encouraged
to write to our MP Cheryl Gillan, quoting
the Telegraph’s report and asking her to
challenge the Transport Minister on it, and
also ask her for clarification of Conservative
policy on the protection of AONBs from
over-flights in the event of a change of
government next year.
Caroline Coates
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Winter news of Hilltop Pubs
On the pub front nationally, the news
does not improve. The rate of pub closures
is up to 50 per week compared to 40 per
week in the first half of 2009. It is difficult
to believe that there is not an economic
imperative driving this demise at a rate
that must exceed that at which the public
is drifting away from using this institution.
Whilst the smoking ban, supermarket
pricing and the recession are contributory
factors, the pubco ownership structure is
the most invidious cause.

E

arlier in the year, the Campaign for
Real Ale asked the Office of Fair
Trading to launch a fresh investigation
into non-competitive leasing terms with
special attention given to tied beer and
drinks pricing clauses which cost the leased
pubs far in excess of open market wholesale
prices. When that request was denied,
CAMRA called on the Government to
overrule the OFT’s decision. That will surely
prove to be an exercise in futility.
As a consequence of the OFT’s
acquiescence to the status quo, Punch
Taverns and Enterprise Inns (encompassing
Admiral) have gained new confidence that
they are free to continue to drive hard
bargains with their tenants in those Hilltop
pubs where they hold sway. This has been
an issue for The White Lion tenancy and a
coming challenge for The Full Moon next
year. Meantime, the ‘beer tie’ pricing makes
fair trading an ongoing difficulty for them.
If control by pubco’s were not a serious
enough problem for our communal
enjoyment of pub life, the intractable
stance taken by Fortitude Investments
(Commercial) Limited with respect to use
of The Bull is utterly destructive. When
18

their application for a massive expansion
was made to Chiltern District Council in
2008, it was refused on the grounds that
proposed expansion would be far too large.
Subsequently, they submitted a scaled
back plan and wrote to each member of
the CDC Planning Committee threatening
that The Bull would never trade again as
a pub if planning permission were denied.
That application has also been refused on
the basis that the scheme is still too large.
Since there is nobody with pub hospitality
at heart involved in this commercial
property development ambition, the saga is
unlikely to come to a happy ending unless
something external arises to block the
planning juggernaut.
The Rose and Crown
Kerry and Marc Heywood continue to bring
a marketing flair to the local pub trade
with a series of zippy events. Marc’s food
service has been well received with regular
specials now being offered for variety. In
addition to the regular Christmas season
bookings, they are offering a special
Christmas Day lunch again this year.
Since most of the monthly Comedy
Lounge and quiz evenings have been
very successful, they will carry on through
Hilltop News

December and into the New Year. In
addition, a New Year’s Eve Party has been
planned to welcome in 2010.
On Friday, 6 November, there was a
spectacular bonfire and fireworks display
for families to enjoy. Although one local
resident has expressed disquiet at having
fireworks set off in the countryside, the
event was greatly enjoyed by a throng of
young and old. Such pub-sponsored events
as this and the celebration the previous
night at The White Lion clearly add to our
sense of community and shared enjoyment.
The Full Moon
The annual game feast that was held at
The Full Moon in mid October was enjoyed
by a full house of diners who were able
to sample a wide range of countryside
delights prepared in a variety of ways.
Ongoing food specials are Steak Night on
Fridays and Curry Nights (or fish and chips)
accompanied by screening of The ‘X’ Factor
on the big screen on Saturdays.
For those addicted to the joys of the
internet, wireless Wi Fi access is available
for the asking at The Full Moon. Also, you
can receive notice of upcoming Sunday
Night Films by asking Annie on annie@
alberto1142.freeserve.co.uk to put you on
her circulation list.
Upcoming activities include another
event in conjunction with the British Legion
to support the Help the Heroes charity.
Its purpose is to fill the void left when
returning British military combatants are in
need of physical or mental support which is
no longer available to them from military
sources. Although this is anticipated to be a
December event, details will be announced
in due course.
The Black Horse
Since The Black Horse is situated in the
Vale, it seems to be sometimes overlooked
by fellow parishioners. A visit to Michael
and Janet Goodchild’s pub website will
give you some insight into what is on offer:
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www.black-horse-inn.co.uk.
Mick takes deserved pride in maintaining
four cask ales in prime condition at all
times. Food servings are tasty, ample and
sensibly priced. The web site is currently
displaying December Christmas Fayre and
Christmas Day menus for your perusal.
The White Lion
Since Punch Taverns, the landlords of
The White Lion, have been aggressively
manoeuvring to extract the greatest
possible financial advantage for themselves
out of their properties, the future
management of this local was not certain
for an extended hiatus. That all changed
when Vale Inns Partnership agreed to take
on a five year lease beginning 30 November
2009. At the time this was written, their
agreement was conditional on the findings
of a structural survey and the performance
of specified remedial work.
Vale Inns will become a bourgeoning
chain of two once The White Lion has
been added, and they intend to extend
their holdings to four pubs in our area.
Their flagship property is the Russell Arms
in Butlers Cross (also a Punch Taverns
property) which is already known for its
‘gastro pub’ food and Cask Marque ales.
Their award winning chef, Lee Trevor, will
be leading the development of The White
Lion food service along similar lines to
what he has achieved at the Russell Arms.
Time will only tell whether or not he will
introduce Hilltop glis glis to his repertoire!
Whilst planning to increase the food
share of their trade, a representative of
Vale Inns has assured us that they want to
keep the character of The White Lion as a
local meeting place and watering hole. To
this end, they are determined to retain real
ales with one of the pumps dedicated to
guest beers from outside the Punch Taverns
tie. To start with, they plan to offer guest
beers from Tring Brewery.
Bill Ingram
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Trip of a Lifetime!
Following in the footsteps of her brother,

Day six:
This time we woke up early for a good
reason – the research team felt bad about
us not getting to the peak of Mwanihana,
so they let us go with them off the track
of the jungle to find the Sanje Crested
Mangabey monkey, one of the rarest in the
world.

who tackled the Tanzania World Challenge
in 2007, Katie Thwaites from Buckland
Common headed off, on 13 July, for the
trip of her lifetime! This is her record of the
adventure.

A

fter two long plane flights from
England to Dubai to Dar Es Salaam,
we hit Tanzania running. For the 18
students, who didn’t have a clue what to
expect, it was an interesting first impression
of a country, being crammed into a small
minivan that was hardly big enough for
ten people, let alone the twenty-one of the
whole team!
I kept a diary throughout the whole trip,
and here are just some of the highlights
from the 57-page tome of my voyage…
Day one:
After drinking some of the weirdly
flavoured frappucino, I curled up and slept
on the floor of the departure lounge in
Dubai airport before heading onto the
second flight. I got maybe ten minutes
sleep.
Day two:
I had to be the deputy leader today and
so it was one of my jobs to go to the
supermarket in Dar es Salaam in the dark
with the leader to get food for the trekking
phase – 7kg rice, 3kg porridge, crackers and
jam.
Day three:
After driving for five more hours in a public
bus we got off and had to walk for 1km
with both rucksacks and daypacks to get to
our campsite, Hondo Hondo, which is the
Swahili for ‘hornbill’ .
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was to go 13km to just below the peak,
but what we didn’t know was that it would
take a fit person three days to get that far
without packs. We tried to do it in a day.
No wonder we all got irate and decided as
a group just to go 6km near to a research
camp.

Day seven:
We had to go 6km to the bottom of
Mwanihana – this time it only took us
two hours downhill. I’ve discovered that
the majority of our team are barbaric!
They voluntarily bought live chickens to
slaughter for dinner, everyone excited to
see – I sat in my tent with my music up loud
to drown the sounds. I was a vegetarian for
today.

Day four:
We had to take our tents down and head
up the trail to Sanje Falls, the highest
permanent waterfall in Tanzania. It took
us several hours, several stops and several
buckets of sweat. At least we got to wash
in a river.
Day five:
We woke up extremely early to watch the
sunrise over the falls whilst eating our
porridge – it was annoyingly cloudy so we
just saw it getting lighter, no sunrise. We
managed to get to the bottom of Sanje
Falls by 10am before travelling in two
groups via dala dala to the bottom of the
trail to Mwanihana Peak. The original plan
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Day eight:
We had to leave Hondo Hondo behind
in the hands of another World Challenge
group from Bedfordshire as we set on our
way to the first Riverside Campsite near
Iringa.
Day nine:
We, of course, had to get up early again
in order to move to another campsite,
Chogawa, nearer our safari destination.
We stopped in Iringa to buy our lunch and
some snacks for the rest of the trip before
heading off to do the first half of our safari,
seeing so many elephants, giraffes, impala
and even a pair of lions.
Day ten:
We woke up at 5am to get to Ruaha
National Park by 6:30am. We skipped
breakfast and ate snacks by the hippo and
crocodile pool, watching the many elusive
hippos as they ducked under the water.
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Having missed more lions, we drove back
up the track to see them. We also managed
to catch a good view of a whole herd of
elephants, complete with tiny babies. When
we left the park, we drove back up to the
Riverside Campsite where I managed to be
first to the showers. My first hot shower of
the whole trip!
Day eleven:
We actually got up after 7am today! Bliss.
It was quite laid back today, wandering
around Iringa and buying souvenirs.
Mikey and I both bought some sugar cane,
which tasted good but turned out to be a
pain to eat, literally. At night we decided
to practise a song to sing to the project
village. It was madness!
Day twelve:
Breakfast was two semi-circles of pineapple
and three wedges of orange. We made our
way to another riverside campsite where
we would be camping for our project.
When we got there, we met another team
of boys from New Jersey who’d been laying
the foundations for our project. Some
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bricks between nineteen of us. Whilst we
were making them, we all started doing
a rendition of Harry Potter Puppet Pals:
Mysterious Ticking Noise.

on the beach for most of today, Neil and
I talking about anything with both of us
feeling groggy.
Day twenty-three:
Our last day today – it’s so sad! I’m going to
miss this country and our amazing group.
On the way to the airport we stopped
at the craft market, where we bought
souvenirs for home, friends and family.

Day seventeen:
After lunch, we had the oh-so-fun job of
sitting with large mallets smashing up rocks
into - smaller rocks! I did feel like a bit of
a caveman, smashing rocks into dust in
probably the most exhausting, monotonous
of activities yet!

of the evening was passed comparing
England’s best points to America’s. England
obviously won!
Day thirteen:
Most of the day was spent shovelling sand
and laying large rocks on the floors. We ran
out of rocks and so had to travel in the back
of a trailer – it was so much fun! We were
essentially riding in an empty swimming
pool on wheels!
Day fourteen:
Because Mr Lovewell had gone with Dr
Collington to the hospital, it meant that we
had to walk teacherless over to the village,
where Trish [our leader] was with the other
half of the group. It was really quite an
adventure in itself, walking on our own
– quite a few in our nine kept comparing
it to a horror movie, where the group of
students are picked off one by one.
Day fifteen:
I couldn’t do much of the heavy lifting
because of my injured knee, so again I
sat under the tree, keeping the children
entertained. One of them was trying to
read aloud over my shoulder at one point,
bless him, and after he asked my name I
asked him his, he was a seven year-old,
named Tobey McGuire.
Day sixteen:
There were not enough good bricks, so
we had to make sixty more large cement
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Day twenty-four:
The stop in Dubai wasn’t as good this
time – the mere smell of McDonalds in the
airport made me feel ill and I just wanted
to go home. We’re nearly back in England,
it’s so early in the morning but I can’t sleep
on the plane because of my illness, so I’ve
watched films for the past several hours,
sitting next to Melissa. I’ll miss Tanzania,
but I look forward to England, family, home
and my own bed.

Day eighteen:
I had the view of going to the project, but
with so many people ill, Dr C was staying
behind and Trish implied that it would be
best for me to stay behind to let my knee
rest. The other five people left all retreated
to the tents for some rest, so I sat up by the
fire reading and writing for several hours. I
didn’t understand the shouting until Chloe
came into the tent and woke me up with
“Katie-dear, do you have the Malaria test
kit?” I raided my main bag. It took a while
to click in my head that they were testing
Melissa for Malaria – she had all of the
symptoms.
Day nineteen:
Dr C had to take Melissa to a doctor in
Iringa to get her professionally checked
out, and because people were still ill, Mr
Lovewell stayed behind at the campsite
with them meaning that, for safety reasons,
Trish could only take a limited number of
students. Because I’d already been to the
developed part of the village, the others
were given the opportunity to go, so I had
to stay at the campsite again, just reading.
Day twenty:
Pinch and a punch, first of the month! On
the move from campsites for the final time.
We took our tents down for the last time
this morning, which was quite sad, but from
the name-draw, I’m the one who gets to
keep our four-person tent.
Day twenty-one:
Oh wow, the best night’s sleep in a long
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Well, that sums up my month of early
mornings, hard work, injury and illness,
yet it was an amazing trip nonetheless!
Many thanks to my family and friends in
the villages who helped me raise money
by buying my calendars. I will never forget
that trip, my group and my leaders, not to
forget all of the things that I learnt whilst I
was there, both about myself and Africa.
Katie Thwaites
time! We actually had beds! I’m sharing a
‘banda’ [beach hut on stilts] with Melissa
and Dr C, but it’s the most amazing thing to
stay in after the tents. We went snorkelling
today, but it only lasted about an hour
– everyone got stung by the many jellyfish
that seemed to surround our boat in a
painful cloud.
Day twenty-two:
I can’t believe I fell ill on one of the last
days! Luckily it’s only in the R&R phase,
not on trekking or project. I would have
been so disappointed if it had been on one
of the other phases. We ended up sitting
Hilltop News

W.H.A Upholstery
RE-UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
IN
ANTIQUE & MODERN FURNITURE
ALSO LOOSE COVERS

Free Estimates No Obligation

01494 862821 (Day)
01628 521210 (Evenings)
21 Haleacre Workshop, Watchet Lane
Little Kingshill, Great Missenden. HP16 0DR
23

Our Traditional Blacksmith

Rural crafts and skills have always been an

Stephen Cheeld: in the heat of his forge

admired and integral part of village life but,

brothers. This comprised three barns: one
was used by a wheelwright, the others a
shoeing shop and carpenter/undertaker. The
wheelwright’s barn was a timber-framed
construction with corrugated roof, which
was rebuilt as Stephen’s workshop, the
central feature being his forge. The shoeing
shop was converted into the showroom. By
a stroke of good fortune Wayside Cottage,
next to the premises, came up for sale a
couple of years later and Stephen and Pam
made it their home.
The motivation for starting his own
business came from Aylesbury Brewery,
which gave Stephen a contract to help in
the refitting of ten of its pubs. From making
fireside pokers to cellar doors, Stephen
was kept busy during these early years.
Another major contract came at Wormsley,
Paul Getty’s exclusive estate. All the tree
guards, cattle grids and gates were made by
Stephen.
Stephen met the garden designer Tom
Stuart-Smith before he became worldrenowned. So when Tom designed a
garden for the Chelsea Flower Show in

sadly, most are now long past their heyday.
There are few traditional blacksmiths left
and we are privileged in the Hilltop Villages
to have one in Stephen Cheeld.

S

tephen’s father, grandfather and
great-grandfather ran an engineering
business at Lords Mill in Waterside,
Chesham. One of the business’s main claims
to fame was in making the first ever road
car in Chesham in 1904. It is still running!
Nearby was a blacksmiths’ shop which
Stephen’s father rented and it was to be in
this trade, rather than following the family
tradition of engineers, that Stephen saw his
future.
After training as an agricultural
engineer – a trade soon to become virtually
redundant – Stephen joined E & R Meakes,
the village blacksmith in Lane End. He served
a five-year apprenticeship before, in 1980,
deciding to start his own business.
Stephen found suitable premises in
Hawridge, originally owned by the Tomlin
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1992 (sponsored by the Daily Telegraph and
inspired by the Alhambra Palace in Grenada)
he invited Stephen to provide seven gazebos
to give height and structure to the garden.
The gazebos were made in flat-pack form,
then delivered and constructed on site. The
structure was donated to RHS Rosemoor
after the Show.
Over a period of nine years, Stephen
worked on the gates at Mentmore Towers.
These were French, over 400 years old and
formerly fitted at Frankfurt Cathedral.
The restoration work started after a lorry
ran into the main gate. Payment for the
restoration came mostly from film location
work at Mentmore.
Stephen’s work includes a chandelier and
candelabra made for the late BBC radio MD
Sir David Hatch (formerly a resident at the
Windmill) and a Gothic arch-shaped mesh
over the stain-glass window at Cholesbury
Church. There are also many examples of
Stephen’s work about locally: sets of gates;
arches forming a Persian garden; individual
weather vanes, such as at Oliver and Jenny
Parsons house, which depicts their barn.
Much ironwork has been done for the
Forestry Commission at Wendover Woods
on various trails, along with barbeques
and branding irons. The most unusual
commission was a splint for the vet at
Wendover to support a prize calf’s broken
leg. At the moment Stephen is working at a
nearby and newly-built round house where,

in a challenging project, all the gates and
fences have to be curved.
Where once a blacksmith would most
commonly mend a broken plough or harrow,
today Stephen says, garden ornaments
are the main products of the trade. Before
training as a blacksmith, Stephen tried his
hand at farriery, but back trouble prevented
him taking it further. In any case, modern
farriers have largely unshackled themselves
from the forge and switched to portable
gas-fired devices mounted in the backs of
Land Rovers.
Smokeless fuels fire ‘industrial’ forges
these days. Stephen has his traditional
forge, lit with old newspapers and kindling.
A special coke called ‘Smithy Breeze’ – the
size of a pea – allows the hot iron to be
manoeuvred easily: and it can be bought
locally. Shiny leather apron and smokeblackened skin are still the order of the day
here!
Stephen admits that today, garden
centres and stores like John Lewis can
provide cheaper iron work. But where these
are mass produced in standard shapes,
Stephen makes unusual and individually
crafted items. Where else would you get
a fire basket incorporating an owl motif?
Or a craftsman-forged gate entwined with
grape vines? In these bespoke jobs, Stephen
is highly competitive – and his work is made
to last.

The well-stocked showroom
Hilltop News
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Getting
it right
by the Reverend David Burgess
Why celebrate
Christmas?

T

here are
probably as
many reasons
as there are people
reading this article,
but I’m sure that in
vast majority of cases,
they’re sincere ones. They’ll spring from
thoughts of fellowship, or family values; or
a sense of place, of the rightness of being
in a particular church at this particular
time. They’ll be to do with tradition or
comfort or familiarity – and there’s nothing
wrong with any of that. I think Christmas
is a fantastic time, ripe for celebration and
making the most of what we value.
But I want to simplify things a little
- well, a lot, in fact. I think there’s one main
reason. In Jesus Christ, we’ve met God and
he has met our needs.
That means that you and I need God. Or
maybe you can get along fine without him
– I used to think that way myself. We’re
decent human beings who might like to
dip into religion occasionally if we feel the
need for support or if we want to sample
some of the higher human values in life.
Secular or religious? It doesn’t matter as
long as you’re happy and secure where you
are.
The problem is, even the safest and most
secure Christians are all too aware that they
mess things up. They get things wrong; they
disappoint themselves. They know their
need of God. They also know that there’s
a solution. It’s here, and it’s now, it’s Jesus,
and it’s to be celebrated.
26
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And if you’re with me so far, you’re
probably ahead of me and anticipating a
cliché or two; “Jesus is the reason for the
season”, and so on… but I’m not going to
go there. A need of God and the solution
to that need in Jesus isn’t just a Christmas
thing; it comes down to a permanent, real
relationship between you and God.
I’ll finish with the words of a New York
pastor named Michael Phillips, who wrote
this for a Christmas Eve sermon a few years
ago. It sums up tonight nicely.
“We need this baby. We need the saving
he brings. We need not only to honour his
birth, but later, to take up his cross and
follow him into a new life of grace, and
hope and unity. Resting comfortably in that
stable manger is not only a newborn infant,
but also a new life for all of humanity.
The world is waiting. In the silence of
this holy night, the world is waiting and
longing and hoping to hear again that
God’s love remains stronger than all other
forces and schemes. God’s love, like the
love of a parent for their newly born baby,
endures and brings peace.”
May that peace be yours this
Christmas. Amen
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Church services – december 2009 & january 2010

28

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

29

ST LEONARDS

W

e are
delighted
that
Dave Clarke,
accompanied by
Richard Charles, is going
to sing for everyone who comes to the
Christmas Tea Party in the church room on
Wednesday 16 December at 3pm. His short
entertainment was hugely enjoyed by us all
last year when he came in at the very last
minute. Do come and join us!
Our Harvest in October was a great
occasion with the church looking amazing
in all its Autumn colours and the Village
Hall full of adults and children alike
enjoying a wonderful supper. Due to ticket
sales and your generosity at the Auction,
we were able to send over £300 to Save the
Children for their work with the current
earthquake survivors in Indonesia as well
as banking more than £200 for St Leonards

Harvest supper
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David, Charlie and Little Bears
Junior Harvest!

– a welcome amount given the enormous
expense we will have to incur in rerendering the external church walls. Thank
you all so much!
Little Bears celebrated their Harvest
just after ours – bringing with them a
wonderful box of goodies. These were
added to the gifts from the School Harvest
and much appreciated by some of the
elderly people in Wallington and Atlas
House – two local care homes. David and
Charlie held the children spellbound as
together they explained how God’s gifts
to us help create the food we eat. We look
forward to seeing this lively young group
again on 8 December when we celebrate
the start of Christmas! The crib and its
now very old figures never fail to amaze,
surprise and delight the children.
The Carol Service is on Sunday 20
December and we look forward to seeing
you there. Although the service only lasts
for an hour, we will manage to fit in many
of the traditional carols as well as a special
carol from the Junior Choir! The church
will be decorated as usual with simple
greenery and candles and it is a lovely start
to Christmas.
John Hull is taking our Midnight Service
(11.30pm) on Christmas Eve; Ivor is taking
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the Service of Holy Communion at 9am
on Christmas morning and we hope to see
as many families as possible for the short,
informal but important Christmas Family
Service with David at 11am Christmas
morning.
No, the Church is not falling down but,
as explained in the last issue of Hilltop
News, we have had to remove the Cross
from the East end of the church. It was very
badly damaged and, before the scaffolding
goes, we will have replaced it with a similar
cross which will, hopefully, withstand the
rigours of the Chiltern weather for many
years to come.

HAWRIDGE

C

hristingle
Service - Sunday
6 December
at 3pm. This will be
a child-based service
when each child will
receive the traditional Christingle and the
collection will go to the Children’s Society. If
you would like a candle money container to
fill and bring to the service, please contact
Margaret or Joan on 758332.
Christmas - Our usual carol singing
around the village will be on Tuesday 22
December. We will meet at Tudor Cottage
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at 7pm and proceed to The Full Moon. We
will be collecting for Save the Children.
Please come and join us!
Christmas Eve Carol Service at 5.30pm –
Service of Carols and lessons. Christmas Day
– Parish Communion Service at Cholesbury
at 10am. Sunday 27 December – This is to
be a Joint Service with Cholesbury and we
welcome you all.
Harvest Festival – From the Harvest
Supper and Sale we were able to send
£50 to each of The Leprosy Mission, The
International Children’s Trust, The Church
Urban Fund and The Hospice of St Francis.
Thank you so much to all who supported
this event.
Dedication of new altar frontal and falls
– On Remembrance Sunday 8 November,
a new red altar frontal with its associated
falls and burse was presented to the church
by Elizabeth in memory of her aunt, Miss
Edwards. The dedication was undertaken
by Ivor and together with our act of
remembrance, including the two minutes
silence, it was a memorable service.
Hawridge Church Walking Group
– We are sorry but due to unforeseen
circumstances the December walk will now
be on Thursday 3rd (and not Tuesday). We
will start at 10.30am at the main car park
at Startop Reservoir, Marsworth. Parking
is £1.50 for the whole day. Sadly we are
unable to arrange the lunch for you again
this year but there are several Pubs in the
area and you may like to make your own
arrangements. Coffee will be served as
usual after the walk.
Hopefully the next walk will be on
Tuesday 5 January. Please contact Joan and
Margaret for more information on 758332.

CHOLESBURY

O

ur Giving
Service was
held on
Sunday 25 October,
which gave Rotary International exactly
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Cholesbury Giving Service
two months to deliver Shoeboxes to Eastern
Europe for Christmas Day. Thank you to the
many families from Cholesbury and beyond
who gave 34 boxes – our best total so far!
We expect there will be many happy faces
when the boxes are opened. A number of
parishioners mentioned the simple pleasure
that filling the boxes gave to them.
At the Remembrance Day service we
read out the names of those men from
Cholesbury and Buckland Common who
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died in two World Wars - but in our minds
we also remembered current conflicts. In
his address, Ivor read out a thoughtful
article written by a woman of seventy, who
told how her understanding of wearing a
Poppy had developed and matured over a
lifetime. The service raised £83 for the Earl
Haig Fund.
Our Appeal for financial help for
Cholesbury Church continues and we will
know the total of your most generous
gifts at the end of December. The Quiz
raised £611. We thank Sandy and David
Clarke for their wide ranging questions and
Alice Fisher for running the draw. The hot
casserole supper was superb and plentiful
thanks to Brigid Farmer, Liz Green and Sue
Fletcher.
Our Christmas Card has proved very
popular with over one thousand already
sold and some are still available! The two
well-planned photos were taken by Liz
Green. Peter Green put the cards into
electronic format and Jef Bell printed them
on good quality card. Thank you Liz, Peter
and Jef. Where will they all go? Will they
become collectors’ items?
And so to Christmas and our three
events. The Candlelit Carol Service is on
Sunday 20 December at 6pm. This year
David will take the service which will
include all the usual ingredients: David
Clarke’s choir, the Christmas readings,
mulled wine, mince pies and, hopefully, a
full church to join in the singing.
Carol Singing will take a new format
this year as we will gather round the
Millennium Seat near the cricket club to
sing our Carols. Tom Haggerty will set
up lights to create a festive atmosphere.
The singing starts at 7pm on Monday 21
December. We will bring Carol sheets and
invite you to bring a torch and wrap up
well!
On Christmas Day we will hold our
Christmas Communion at 10am.
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Heaven’s gift
– honey from the skies
On a sultry afternoon early this summer,
our garden was invaded by a noisy black
cloud of whirling honey bees that had
apparently decided to set up home in one
of our cavity walls. The swarm coalesced
into a black ball under the eaves and the
bees queued up to go through small gaps
under a barge board.

O

ur immediate reaction was slight
panic, but we quickly realised that
they presented no danger – the
bees were far too busy checking out their
new home to bother us. But we needed
expert advice and it was provided by a
very experienced local bee-keeper and
authority on the subject. Peter Smith keeps
bee colonies at the Reynolds farm; he trains
would-be beekeepers, has given countless
talks and published articles on the subject.
Peter’s enthusiasm quickly rubbed off and
opened up for me a fascinating world.
It is an intangible quality of the honey
bee society that draws us to its study, an
almost mystical presence which pervades
their nest and can only be partly explained
despite endless studies, analyses and
reports. Complex individual behaviours
manifested by the hive’s inhabitants
have prompted many investigations into
the bee’s life; its social behaviour and
adaptability have fuelled the study of the
tiny insect to an extent not found for most
other earthly organisms. The bee’s great
ability to regulate its functions as a colony
of individuals according to events within
and outside the nest provides the key to
its success and makes the contribution of
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individuals much greater than the sum of
their individual parts.
There was no question of destroying
our little invaders; not only are honey bees
protected but their numbers worldwide
have been in sharp decline for several
years. It is very much in man’s interest to
reverse this worrying trend as it seems that
nearly a third of the food we eat depends
on bee pollination of flowers and blossom.
In the absence of this insect, it is said that
we would have to eat a very different
diet based on rice, corn and wheat;
furthermore, there would be very little fruit
and meat production would be adversely
affected by loss of pasture.
There are about 250 types of bee in
this country, all of which help with plant
pollination. Of these, about twenty are
various types of bumble bee which live in
small colonies that die out each year with
the exception of the over-wintering queen.
The vast majority of our bees are various
types of solitary bees that, as the name
implies, do not live in organised colonies
and die out each winter, leaving eggs
behind to hatch out the following year. The
honey bee is unique in that it lives in large
colonies which renew themselves regularly
and generally survive year by year.
Man’s relationship with this bee
stretches back to the dawn of history. He
was quick to appreciate the nourishing
virtues of the energy-rich honey that he has
been harvesting for over 6000 years, not
to mention the side product - wax which
has also been put to many uses, including
candle making. Stone Age cave paintings
depict a man robbing a bees’ nest in a
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workers, drones are an idle lot consuming
tree. In time, ‘wild’ honey hunting and
valuable honey and making little or no
gathering gave way to the making of crude
contribution to the work of the hive. They
artificial hives in the hope that bees would
cannot produce wax, carry pollen – or even
occupy them. From this developed active
sting! Yet just a small number of them
beekeeping and honey harvesting. The
will perform an absolutely vital function
modern (movable-frame) hive did not arrive
when an emerging virgin queen has to be
until the 1850s.
fertilised. The select few – perhaps fifteen
The Romans were dedicated apiarists,
(sometimes
none more so
including drones
than Virgil, who
from other
was brought up
colonies) – will
on his family’s
mate with the
farm in the
new queen high
1st Century
in the air and,
BC. He was a
on this single
great admirer
occasion, the
of the insect’s
mated queen
organisation
acquires enough
and industry and
sperm to cover
started his famous
her egg laying
poem: ‘Next I will
activities over
tell of heaven’s
the next few
gift, honey from
Woodcut dating from 1600s. The
years!
Swarming
apart, the
the skies…’
Latin heading reads:
mated queen is unlikely to
In a modern hive of, say,
‘So we the bees make honey, but
leave the hive again and
50,000 bees, there is a single
not for ourselves’
is sentenced to the hard
queen which, at the height
labour of continuous eggof summer can lay over 2000
laying – a slavish existence!
eggs a day in the familiar hexagonal crossThe drones then meet their come
sectioned cells that have been constructed
uppance – the few that mated lose some
by the bees from wax they secrete. In
vital body parts and die in the process;
roughly three weeks, the eggs develop into
the unfulfilled drones are then evicted or
adults through a staged process of larva
exterminated in the Autumn. On occasions
and pupa involving attentive feeding and
such as this, one recognises the ruthlessness
a series of moults. But the resulting adults
shown by the colony whose interests always
vary widely in their physical characteristics
take priority over that of the individual.
depending on the carefully planned
The same ruthlessness comes into play
treatment of the egg.
when the colony senses that the queen’s
If it has been deposited with sperm in
productivity is in decline; it takes steps
a small cell (measuring 5mm across), the
to replace the creature that may have
fertilised egg produces a female worker
benefited the colony to the tune of 200,000
bee. These hard working spinsters account
eggs over five years. A new queen has
for nearly the entire colony. If, however,
to be created. An ‘ordinary’ fertilised
the egg is deposited without sperm in
egg is placed in each of a small number
a slightly larger (6mm across) cell, the
of spacious newly created queen cells.
outcome is very different. It will develop
Normally, the emerging worker larva would
into a male, fatherless drone, one of only
be fed royal jelly (a nutritious protein
a few hundred. In sharp contrast to female
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secretion from workers’ mouths) for just
the first three days before being weaned
on to ‘brood food’, a less rich mixture of
nectar, pollen and water. However, the
larvae growing in the large queen cells
get special attention and treatment – the
workers continue to ply them with royal
jelly beyond three days and the outcome
is truly astonishing. The emerging adult is
a much larger, physically different insect,
a formidable egg-producing machine that
will guarantee the future of the colony.
The whole process from egg to queen takes
only sixteen days!
The first of a small number of emerging
queens quickly sees off the competition by
destroying the rival queen cells and stinging
their occupants. This is only possible
because the queen’s sting lacks a barb and
she is able to sting repeatedly without
harming herself. On the other hand, worker
bees are unable to retract their barbed
sting from victims, lose body parts and die
in the process.
For their first three weeks the colony’s
female workers carry out a wide range of
duties within the hive – cleaning, feeding
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larvae, comb building, collecting food
from foragers, disposing of dead bees,
converting nectar into honey, guarding the
hive, attending the queen and so on. For
the following three weeks, they are allotted
external foraging duties to collect and
bring into the hive nectar, pollen, propolis
(a resin used for filling small cracks and
holes) and water. The search for nectar is
not random; scout bees guide the foragers
by performing an intricate ‘waggle’ dance
which communicates direction and quality
of supplies. Between flights, some foragers
help to maintain air circulation within the
hive by fanning the air with their wings. In
this way they regulate humidity and control
the summer temperature of the brood
chamber at around 35°C. Comb wax starts
to soften at around 50°C and young larvae
can die if the temperature falls below 30°C.
The sterile female workers literally work
themselves to death in six weeks during
this final, frantic period of the high season.
Workers born later in the year will have a
less arduous and longer life as the activity
slows down and nectar/pollen supplies
cease. Over winter, the hive’s colony will
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have whittled down to below 10,000 and
honey stocks will normally be sufficient to
support the smaller numbers which cluster
together to keep warm.
As a new queen is being prepared for
the colony, the old queen takes the hint
that it is time to move on. This usually
leads to swarming in the spring or early
summer when nectar flow is at its greatest
and the hive’s population is at its peak.
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The displaced queen leads the swarm to a
suitable place for a new nest, scout bees
having left the hive a few days before to
identify a site (our cavity wall for example)
and report back. This leaves the new queen
of the old hive to mate and take over the
depleted colony of mainly house bees. And
so the cycle begins once more.
Peter Smith made several attempts
to persuade our swarm to transfer from
our cheerless cavity wall to a cosy, snug
little hive placed close to their entry hole;
but the perverse little fellows decided to
stay put and, anyway, we are happy to
house them as long as they wish! Peter
lives in South Heath; he is always happy
to advise on bee/wasp problems and give
illustrated talks on bees generally. He can
be contacted at home on 01494 864739
There is insufficient space in this issue to
cover adequately the topic of declining bee
populations worldwide - perhaps a subject
for another issue if this is of interest.
Jim Hetherington 758836
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Behind the scenes of
Harry Potter
Next time you Harry Potter fans see the
movie, and stay long enough to scan the
credits, you may note the name of Russell
Lodge as Production Manager. Many Hilltop
Villagers know ‘Rusty’ the horseman, but
few know of his career in the film industry.

B

orn in Chartridge, Rusty (the
nickname his mother gave him) had
no early yearnings for film work,
despite his parents’ occupations. His father
was a film stunt man, acting the double
for such legends as David Niven, Richard
Burton and Omar Sharif. Remember the
famous scene in Lawrence of Arabia when
‘Omar’ rode from the far distance towards
the desert waterhole on a camel? Until the
final moments of that lengthy scene, the
rider was Mr Lodge! Mrs Lodge was a film
costume designer.
After an unhappy spell working in
London as an articled clerk to a firm of
Matrimonial Solicitors, Rusty seized an
opportunity to be an ‘extra’ in the film
International Velvet. Released in 1978,
starring Nanette Newman, Anthony
Hopkins and Tatum O’Neil, the film is a
sequel to the 1944 classic National Velvet,
about a girl who rode in the Grand
National. The script required “someone
who could ride” and the 20 year-old Rusty
jumped at the chance. The film still makes
an occasional showing on TV and, allowing
for the longer wavy hair, Rusty is instantly
recognisable!
Through the people he met on ‘Velvet’,
Rusty followed this with a job working
on the production side of an American
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On the film set

film for TV called Eisenhower-the War
Years. Though made for America, the film
was largely shot at Pinewood Studios.
Rusty did not want to pursue a career
as an actor so, having got his foot in the
door at Pinewood, concentrated on film
production. He worked for Walt Disney
for three years (again mostly at Pinewood,
one of the few remaining UK film studios),
then Hammer and on to London Weekend
Television, where he progressed to Assistant
Director; Carlton and Thames TV and
worked on such popular programmes as
Minder, Dick Turpin and Inspector Morse.
As a freelance Location Manager Rusty
worked, between the TV assignments, on
many films, including two of the ‘Bonds’
(Tomorrow Never Dies and The World
Is Not Enough). Rusty’s work embraces
a multitude of tasks, according to the
requirements of the film. As Production or
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Location Manager Rusty is the coordinator,
bringing all aspects of the film together
– crew, cameras, sound - to ensure smooth
progress and keeping to budget. He studies
a script with the set designer to decide
which locations to find; before presenting
his ideas to the film director, then draws
up contracts with the various land/building
owners. The Crown Estates of Buckingham
Palace, Windsor Castle and other stately
homes have featured in Rusty’s sets, as has
RAF Lakenheath, to where a delegate from
the Pentagon, no less, flew over to lend his
expertise.
So to the widely popular world of Harry
Potter. It all began in 2000 with the first
film of JK Rowling’s best-selling book Harry
Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. Rusty’s
sister Janine (who also lives in the village)
was Production Supervisor on the film and
invited her brother to join the Warner
Brothers team. Rusty has been Production
Manager for the Visual Effects/2nd Unit
ever since and is currently working on Book
7, the last of the series: Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows. The first part of the
two-part film is due to be released in the
late autumn of 2010.
The Production is based at Watford’s
Leavesden Studios, with location work
around the haunting castles, the rugged
west coast of Scotland, and other historic
buildings around The United Kingdom
and Europe. The changeable weather in
Scotland does not, Rusty assures, hamper
filming: indeed this, together with the wide
varied vistas, the cloud-capped mountains
and the fast changing weather of the
Western Highlands, all contributes to the
atmosphere needed in the world of Harry
Potter. On location, the crews will regularly
work long, consecutive14 hour days on
exposed mountain sides waiting for that
special magical sky above the fast moving
Hogwart’s Express or an approaching
Dementor!
Rusty’s 80-strong crew includes local lad
David Pearce, son of Stuart and Rosemary
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Rusty in Harry Potter country

and formerly Mark Sanger, from St
Leonards, who is now a renowned Visual
Effects editor to many major Hollywood
productions.
Between filming, Rusty still pursues his
passion for riding, following his daughters
Jessie and Lottie on most weekends at
competitions around the Home Counties.
Philippa, an Instructor who gained her
training under International competitors
Jenny Loriston-Clarke and Caroline Bradley,
now teaches up-and-coming riders from
their home in Buckland Common, to
where they moved 18 years ago. Jessie is
an amateur jockey in Lambourn and Lottie
is currently at University studying sports
therapy and rehabilitation.
We hope Rusty’s latest film is as big a
box office success as its predecessors.
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Otherwise obscured or
easily overlooked
“Having wandered through woods for several miles, the lane suddenly came to the open, and I
found myself on an open escarpment of the Chilterns, a country so familiar…” J.H.B. Peel (1970)

The Chiltern scene at this time of the year
confirms that the familiarity with which
Peel talks about is not just a singular
experience to be enjoyed only in spring or
midsummer, such as one might experience
in an equatorial rainforest where the
seasons are unchanging. The Chilterns may
be described for the tourist as verdant
woodland and pasture but the winter
season affords contrasting views of beige
through to brown and at times provides
the only chance to see the flora and
fauna around us which may be otherwise
obscured or easily overlooked.

T

ake the simple example of birds’
nests. Built to survive the rigours
of the weather and to avoid being
discovered, they remain largely undisturbed
hidden by leaves. With hedges and trees
stripped bare this is the only time of
the year when the intricacies of design,
construction and disguise can be seen. Low
down in a bush maybe a wren’s nest, a
woven tapestry of leaves, moss and sedge
or grass. Higher up, a long-tailed tit’s
bottle-shaped dome remains entwined in
the blackthorn thicket, held in form by the
tension of slender twigs and spiders silk.
In contrast, swaying in the highest boughs
of the stand of beech trees, are the tatty
remains of more haphazard nest-building
by rooks and crows. The latter will already
be hard at work rebuilding theirs, the
former soon to follow their industry.
Mammals of all sizes need to steal some
of the shortened daylight hours to forage
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for food or trap prey and are more likely to
break cover and be seen and disinclined to
seek cover if disturbed when feeding.
There may be over 900 species of moss
in the UK. Perhaps we have over 100 in this
part of the Chilterns: all on north-facing
surfaces. Somehow overshadowed by the
tree canopy they remain all but invisible
to our senses for most of the year. Now
unhindered by leafy boughs the woodland
floor is flooded with bright direct
sunlight in December and January. Taking
advantage of this, mosses make the most of
the next two months with vigorous growth,
and replenishing their stores of energy.
Within a few days they will transform
from the dullest to the brightest shades
of green, for this short period the most
distinctive feature in an otherwise almost
monochromatic wood.
You may not have spotted them
straightaway but once encountered, others
may come into sight, tucked away in a
crevice, maybe a door or window jamb. It
seems to be one of those winters when the
bumper crop of late-season ladybirds are
set on making our houses their temporary
quarters. Regardless of the willingness of
some of us, their hosts, to tolerate and
accommodate them, our centrally-heated
homes do not provide the right conditions
for these beetles to survive the cold season.
In their natural environment they would
hibernate right on until at least April,
unless spring comes earlier in late March.
Inside, the artificial climate will stir them
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into activity too soon, perhaps as early
as mid-January before there is any prey,
typically aphids, for them to eat. As a
consequence they will starve to death. So
for the kinder-hearted amongst you, the
best advice is to evict the ladybirds, thereby
encouraging them to find an alternative
hermitage.
My reference book advises on the use
of a pooter, a peculiar device: a Victorian
invention still used today by entomologists
who suck up small insects via a tube into a
specimen jar. I suspect this is not a device
you have to hand, in which case a tickling
stick in the form of a small brush or cottonbud will disturb the beetles sufficiently to
encourage them to relocate to suitable
place. A superior hotel for insects can be
made from a bundle of foot long, hollowended bamboo sticks. In true ‘Blue Peter’
tradition a wholly satisfactory alternative
motel-standard home can be constructed
from a plastic lemonade bottle cut top
and bottom and the cylinder filled by a
length of corrugated cardboard, rolled up
and stuffed loose enough for the insects
to come and go freely. Ensure that the
cardboard is sitting well inside the bottle
with none left hanging out. If it gets damp
the insects won’t use it. Having encouraged
your visitors inside, mount the bottle in
a tree or tuck into a south-facing wall,
pointing slightly downwards to allow any
moisture to drain out.
I end on something off-beat though
entirely in keeping with the theme. For
a seasonal topic I thought what, at this
time of year, might one all too frequently
stumble over on a walk around these
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parts? What frequently lies beneath our
feet in some quantity at this time of
year? I mean all that glorious mud which
reliably confronts us wherever we choose
to stroll and, despite our best efforts,
returns homeward with us. I am assured
that wherever it occurs it is of a unique
composition and true reflection of the
place in which it lies, comprising not just
inorganic minerals but the organic remains
of the particular plants that grow nearby
and the animals that pass over or through
or fall into and get trapped.
It’s the sort of stuff that TV forensic
scientist Grissom could pin down within a
few metres. So as elsewhere, in this part
of the world there is a peculiarly Chiltern
ooze within which there will be a high
proportion of tree leaves; particularly
beech, shards of bracken frond, fruits such
as hawthorn and sloe at some stage of
disintegration. On top there will be the
tracks of muntjac, badger, fox, pheasant,
horse or human. However, it is also a living
habitat for local invertebrates; worms,
beetles and centipedes as well as fungi and
bacteria. Now while some of the detritus
will have disintegrated or dissolved beyond
recognition, it will also contain, trapped in
the uppermost layer, this year’s deposits yet
to be consumed by those invertebrates or
dissolved by fungi. A contemporary fossil
if you like. Mud is what Peel describes as
a ‘chiaroscuro’ of colours and textures
and just another reflection of the Chiltern
country so familiar.
As always I welcome comments and
questions.
chrisbrown@rayshill.com 758890
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CHOLESBURY cum
ST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
Christmas is coming and the Goose is getting
fat ....I’m out in the garden and that is that!
With the year drawing to a close, shorter
daylight and the weather turning colder,
the opportunity to spend time in the garden
is less but there are still so many things to
do. Also by the time you read this our final
event in the horticultural society calendar
(the AGM) will be over.

I

t has been another great year for the
society and it continues to go from
strength to strength. Many of you will
have taken the opportunity to renew your
membership at the show and if you haven’t
please call Diana Garner on 758347 for
details or any other information. The Society
continues to thrive but we are always on the
lookout for new members.
Make a note in your calendars of our first
event for 2010, a talk by Graham Austin of
Home Farm Plants Bovingdon on 19 March.
His talk will be on ‘Propagating Plants’ at
Cholesbury Village Hall.
Jobs to be getting on with in the garden
Service your tools
• Now is the time to maintain your garden
tools, not only motorised equipment such as
lawnmowers but clean and oil tools such as
spades and secateurs.

Collecting Leaves
• Brushing up leaves seems to be never
ending and having done so the leaves can be
put to good use by applying them directly as
mulch around tender plants and trees.
• Leaves can of course also be composted to
provide valuable organic matter to return to
the garden. However, don’t under estimate
the work require to turn leaves into compost.
For one thing there tends to be a real glut
of leaves meaning that other garden waste
needs to be added to the compost heap to
avoid the leaves turning into a sludgy lump.
Protecting plants through the winter
• It is common sense to protect your tender
plants by wrapping up or mulching but
another great idea is to mark where plants
have died back to make sure they aren’t
damaged or dug up.
Mistletoe
• Having enjoyed your mistletoe over
Christmas, try keeping the berries and
squeeze them onto the bark of apple trees.
Mistletoe is parasitic and if you are lucky the
seeds should germinate in early February.
Small green shoots will be seen in the
crevices between the branches.
Bulbs
• If you haven’t already planted prepared
hyacinths in glasses in time for Christmas, try
Narcissus papyraceus, which will flower in
under six weeks if potted now.
• Check any potted bulbs in dark cupboards
and water them if their compost is dry. Make
sure you only bring them into cool, light
conditions when their shoots are 5cm (2in) tall.
Roses

• Repair fences, trellises and wooden
features. Once annual climbers have died
away and perennial ones have lost their
leaves, treat timber with wood colour or
preservative. Replace loose posts and those
rotting at the base before they collapse and
cause greater damage.

• This is the right time of the year to plant
bare root stock. Not only will they be
dormant but the risk of disease will be lower.

• Having done the rest of your garden
maintenance, don’t forget to clean your pots.

Barbara Baddon
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Enjoy winter in you gardens, have a Merry
Christmas; and we look forward to seeing
you at the Horticultural Society events next
year.
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY SCHOOL
Health, Harvest and Christmas fun…

F

ollowing our ‘Good to be Us’ fortnight
and our super skipping workshop,
the theme continued this term in a
number of ways:
Year 3 had a trip to Sainsburys where
they were shown around the shop floor,
fish counter, cold storage area (….brrrrr),
delivery bays and bakery. This last stop
definitely seemed to take longer than the
rest (with the machine for putting jam into
doughnuts certainly causing something of
a stir!) The staff were all incredibly kind
and encouraging to the children who were,
as always, full of suggestions, ideas and
questions.
Meanwhile Year 5 visited a Hindu temple
in Oxford. They spent the day dressing in
traditional clothing, eating an extensive
selection of vegetarian dishes and even
riding around the grounds of the temple in
ox-drawn carts (see photo).
The pupils of the school have also
spent time thinking of others; celebrating
Harvest by delivering food parcels to elderly
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residents in the local community and
participating in the Rotary Club’s charity of
filling boxes with gifts for needy families
in Eastern Europe. Our oldest pupils once
again ran a Macmillan Coffee morning,
making and serving teas and cakes. The
children really showed their maturity in the
way they greeted their guests and made
sure they were comfortable. Their sales
skills were also in evidence as all of the
wonderful refreshments available were sold
off (and not a tea cup escaped without at
least one top up!). Finally, the PSA’s apple
juicing project came to fruition (…pardon
the pun) and now bottles of Hawridge
& Cholesbury Apple Juice are available
at £2.40 each from the school (please
telephone the school office on 758368 if
you would like to buy some).
So what happens now? Well, those
angel costumes will be coming out again,
Rudolph will be prancing back into the
infant class and we’ll be rehearsing carols
and nativities until we are blue in the face!
We hope you may join us at our Nativity
rehearsal on Monday 14 December at
1.30pm in the school hall to see it all come
together! Happy Christmas from us all!
Kay Bass 786016
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An American in Hawridge

Sunday School outing circa 1928: Charlie Long and Edie are the young couple seated in the
second row, 6th and 7th from the right: the photo taken when Charlie came back from the States
and married Edie (photo courtesy of Frank Brown).

In 1911, Charlie Long, aged about 5, came
from a one-roomed cabin in Colville,
Washington State to live in Hawridge. In
1984, he wrote a memoir of his time here for
his younger brother Ted, who, though born
in Hawridge, was too young to remember
any of the details. Charlie’s memoir is a
delight to read and is an insightful account
of a young boy’s culture shock at adapting
to life within his wider (very Victorian)
family, starting school in a strange place,
meeting his soul mate and settling into his
new life of cricket and football with the
local children.
Thanks to Lindsay Griffin, excerpts from
Charlie’s memoir can be shared with Hilltop
News readers…
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harlie was the eldest son of William
Long whose father, Charles, had been
a boot manufacturer in Chesham for
many years. William and two of his brothers
went to the United States in the early 1900s
where Will had married and had three
children by the time he returned, in 1911,
to help establish the Long’s new factory in
Sunnyside Road, Chesham, where B’Loony
now have their premises.
Charlie writes “I do not remember
anything about the train ride to New York
or getting on the boat. The next thing
I remember was being on the boat out
at sea. We ran into a bad storm and for
three days we didn’t make any headway...
Nobody was able to go up on deck. We
were on a freighter that only carried about
twenty passengers. Mother, Al and Edna
(his younger siblings) were very seasick, and
when Dad and I went down to eat, we had
to hold onto our plates or they would slide
off the table.”
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After another week they arrived in
Southampton and, finally, in Chesham.
“I thought that all of England was there
to meet us - so many people, all crying,
hugging and kissing. ” Charlie’s family
then went to 140 Bellingdon Road, to his
grandparents’ home where he describes the
rituals of family mealtimes, with Grandpa
carving and Grandmother serving the
vegetables and the kitchen being off-limits
except for the servants.
Shortly after this, Charlie’s father found a
small cottage in Hawridge, for rent from the
Tomlins. Elizabeth thinks that it may have
been Tudor Cottage and, for Charlie, time
to start back to school. Mother took me to
school the first day (she took me several days
or I would never have gone!). Mrs Smith was
the kindergarten teacher.
“I was pretty scared. I couldn’t talk. The
kids were dressed so funny and all the boys
had knee pants except me. You couldn’t
understand anything they said. All the girls
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were in dresses, with white pinafores. Mrs
Smith tried to talk to me, but I was just like
a vegetable, so she took my hand and said
she would let a nice little girl (Edie Warr)
take care of me and show me how they
did things. Well, the little girl had real rosy
cheeks and long hair down to her knees.
“How little we know what the future
holds for us. Whoever would have thought
that that little girl would become my wife
for over 50 years?! Edie had two brothers,
Bill and Charlie, who helped take care of
me. They started me on the English way of
playing football and cricket, so, within a
few weeks I was just like all the rest of the
children in the village.
“Anybody writing about these times
and villages cannot help but say something
about Christmas. A Lord Rothschild, a very
rich banker, had a mansion about four
miles from where we lived (at Tring Park)
and every child in the villages of Hastoe, St
Leonards, Buckland Common, Cholesbury
and Hawridge from one day old to fourteen
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years old got a Christmas hamper, a box
about one foot square and two feet tall. On
the day before Christmas, Lord Rothschild
would send covered wagons with four horses
and six men into the villages and would
stop at every house and leave a hamper for
each child. They all had our names on them.
Inside was Christmas candy, nuts, oranges,
two presents, a new shilling (a quarter), five
pounds of fruit cake and a box of chocolates
(the only chocolates most people saw in a
life time in those days). I still have one of the
presents I received one year – a pencil on
one end and an ink pen on the other.
“Well, Christmas is over and coming is
spring, 1912. All the papers are full of the
wonder ship Titanic, unsinkable, largest ship
afloat. Dad promised us when we came back
to the United States he would get tickets on
the Titanic so we could say we had been on
the world’s largest ship. Well, you all know
what happened!
“But that same week something
happened in our house....when I came home
from school a neighbour lady was there to
give us our tea. Dad was home, Mother was
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sick upstairs in bed and Dr Long (no relation)
came....The next morning Dad was still
home. Just before I left for school he took
me upstairs to see Mother, then showed
me my new brother Bill and sister, Millie.
Of course, it was the talk of the village, the
Long twins!
“A much larger house just across the
road from where we were became empty
(Shepherd’s Cottage). The same man
(Elizabeth Tomlin’s Grandfather) owned it
as the one we were living in. He was glad to
get someone in it who could afford the rent.
The one we were in cost $10.00 a month
but this new one was $25.00 a month. The
rooms were all much larger (than they had
before), the bedrooms (three) upstairs were
real large compared to most other houses
in the village, large living room and dining
room and kitchen. Also a large garden with
four apple trees, plum, cherry, damson,
redcurrants, blackberries, gooseberries and
raspberries. It also had a stable and tool
shed. We moved in June 1912.
For the next two years, I was doing fine
with my school work..... Edie’s two brothers
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and I became very close and every spare
minute we had, we were playing football
in winter and cricket in summer. The house
where the Warrs (Edie’s folks) lived was just
across the road from the football and cricket
field. Bill, Charlie and I spent a lot of our
time there. But English weather was a lot
of rain. The sun could be shining and in five
minutes raining, then it would clear up and
rain some more. When it rained we would
go in their house till it cleared up. So you
see, Edie and I were together during all the
time we went to school, although, as far as I
was concerned, she was just another girl....”
Charlie goes on to describe his family’s
annual trips to London to visit the zoo,
Madame Tussaud’s, Buckingham Palace and
a boat trip on the Thames as well as his visits
to his grandparents’ house in Chesham and
to his uncle and aunt (Diana Griffin’s newly
married parents) in Stanley Avenue.
By 1914, the boot factory was completed
and Charlie’s father, Will, fearing that war
was inevitable, decided to take the family
back to the States. However, they were
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too late and “all public passage had been
cancelled” so the family had to wait until the
war was over before they could return.
Charlie also describes the War years,
his work in the boot factory, their return
to America in 1922, his efforts to get back
to England and more. But, that is another
story!
Charlie’s memoir came to light when John
Pearson was researching the Chesham
boot manufacturing trade. Fortunately, he
encountered Cindy Dennis of Boise, Idaho
who is Charlie’s and Edie’s granddaughter,
via the internet.
If you have details about any of the
families concerned or about the local boot
trade, please contact John Pearson (772873)
JERNSTPEARSON@aol.com or Lindsay Griffin
(758440) lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk . In
particular, John would love a photo of the
delivery of Lord Rothschild’s hampers in the
villages. He would also like to know what
Edie did when she worked in London and in
Chesham before her marriage to Charlie.
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HHH
100 CLUB WINNERS
October 2009
1st Prize

£25.00

Mr C Firth, Buckland Common
2nd Prize

£15.00

Mrs S Blomfield, St Leonards
3rd Prize

£15.00

Mrs JC Stevens, St Leonards
November 2009
1st Prize

£15

Diana Mills, St Leonards
2nd Prize

£15

Mrs J Walker, Little Twye
New Members always welcome, please
contact the Treasurer, Mick Mariscotti
837093

HHH
Answers to Local History Group Quiz on
page 6
1. David Newton was a marine on board
HMS Revenge during the Battle of Trafalgar
in 1805 and is buried in the churchyard at
Cholesbury.

CURVACEOUS COOK

THE THURSDAY CLUB

T

wenty two people attended the
opening meeting on 15 October.
We were privileged to have as
our speaker Mr R Keating, a guide at
Waddesdon Manor. You could almost hear
a pin drop as he explained the history of
the Rothschilds, the many changes in their
fortunes, from the ghetto in Frankfurt
to the spread of their banking empire in
Europe and London by the five brothers,
(represented by the five arrows in their coat
of arms), the move to England by Baron
Ferdinand de Rothchild and the creation of
Waddesdon between 1874 and 1889.
Mr Keating was a memorable speaker,
his enthusiasm and knowledge for his
subject was an experience everyone was
pleased not to have missed. He was worried
that he had spoken for too long, for us it
was not long enough!
Our next meeting is on 10 December,
7.45 for 8.00pm: a social evening with
entertainment and shared supper, (BYOB).
Further details from Guy Williams (01494
758735), Alan Langdon (01296 696092)
or Anne Lake (01296 620169). We look
forward to seeing you.

Minted Lamb Meatballs

With Christmas around the corner, I like to get a few meals into the freezer ahead of time so that I don’t
have to spend the precious time when all my family are home shopping and cooking.
We have a very open door over Christmas, so I tend to freeze things in packs big enough for two, and
then if there happen to be 12 of us for a meal I just take out 6 packs!
These meatballs can be frozen in or out of their sauce. I find it easier to freeze them in their sauce, in
strong plastic bags, but that is up to you. The following will serve six…
1 lb (450g) raw lamb mince. I would buy a good one that doesn’t have too much fat,
but you do need some fat to hold the balls together.
5 tbs chopped fresh mint (pretty much a supermarket pack if you, like me, cannot grow it!)
4 tbs sun dried tomato paste (or ordinary if you can’t find the sundried version)
1 oz (25g) grated Parmesan: the real stuff, not the sort that is sold in tubs, I have it on good authority that
this contains a lot of dried rind, and is incomparable with the real thing!
1 small beaten egg.
Mix together the mince, cheese, egg, 3 tbs mint, 2tbs of paste, a little salt and lots of black pepper
with your hands, and form into about 30 balls.
In a big sauté or frying pan, warm 1 tbs olive oil, 2 crushed garlic cloves, 1” piece of grated fresh ginger.
Add 150 ml red wine, 2 x 400g cans of chopped tomatoes, a teaspoon sugar and the remaining paste.
Bubble gently, then add the meatballs.

Anne Lake

Cover the pan and simmer for ten minutes until the meatballs are cooked through.
Add the remaining mint just before serving with rice or spaghetti or mashed potato, possibly with a blob

2. Daniel Bacheler (b.1572) composed and
played the lute for Elizabeth I and passed
secret messages for her to the Earl of Essex.
Later he was a trusted courtier of Anne of
Denmark, consort of James I.

of yoghurt or crème fraiche and some more parmesan on top.
Lulu Stephen bellingdonm@hotmail.com

3. Doris Keane, a celebrity of both Broadway
and London theatres from 1912 to 1925,
who later married the leading English actor
of the day Basil Sidney, around 1918, made
the windmill her country retreat.
4. Katherine Mansfield wrote at least one
short story during her stay at ‘The Gables’,
next door to the Windmill and like others
of the Bloomsbury Set, was later a frequent
visitor.
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We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to
the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the February/March (limited) edition should be
sent to Imogen Vallance (Societies), or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 11 January
latest. All other news, views and material should go directly to the editor, Graham Lincoln.
Please note that photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449 GrahamLnc@aol.com
Societies, Diaries
Imogen Vallance 758552 imogen@ciders.fsnet.co.uk
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700 anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250 annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882 mjbspark@googlemail.com
Photography
Oliver Parsons 758694 oliver@parsons111.freeserve.co.uk
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printer
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592 info@strongs-printing.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making and is funded by advertising.
Supported by Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish Council.
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