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High speed rail concern

HS2, the planned High Speed Rail 
link, has rightly caused concern 
for all who love the Chiltern 

Countryside – not to mention those with 
properties near the proposed route. 
Many local action groups have been set 
up. Windsor Thomas has asked Hilltop 
Villagers to join him in forming our own 
Action Group and may be contacted by 
e-mail (preferably), windsorthomas@
winpad.co.uk or phone 758460. For 
general information and the latest news 
about HS2, a useful contact is www.
hs2actionalliance.org.
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In a tangle? But full marks to our 
schoolchildren who braved the cold to 
dance round the lovingly restored maypole 
at the annual Spring Fayre

Don’t mention 
the weather!

Let’s hope the imminent St Leonards 
Parish Hall Fete enjoys weather 
becoming of June. Last year, if you 

care to recall, the fete, though splendidly 
supported, endured cold and wet conditions. 
As did this year’s annual Spring Fayre at the 
school on 8 May, but again this did not deter 
our hardy pupils and their parents, as Kay 
Bass’s summary, in this issue, testifies.

Our cricketers wrapped up warm for 
games on this grey May day too. At a league 
match in Denham, a temperature of 6.5 
degrees C was recorded. Thinking back to 
my walk home from the Fayre past our own 
ground of shivering players, we may have 
trimmed a couple of degrees off that! But 
the cricket season is up and running - see 
how our team is shaping up in our regular 
report.

No such thermal worries for the audience 
at the popular return of High IQ in Pink 
Champagne at St Leonards Village Hall at 
the end of March. Dave Clarke looks back at 
an enchanting evening.

Continuing the weather theme Chris 
Brown, in his nature notes, looks at how the 
cold winter and late spring have affected 
our flora and fauna. He also suggests an 
agreeable ‘I Spy’ type game to play on a 
country walk.

Also in Hilltop News: Barbara Baddon 
shares with us the delights of Highgrove, the 
home of HRH Prince of Wales, following the 
Horticultural Society’s recent visit. The HCCPS 
host something new to look forward to on 
the commons on 13 June: an orienteering 
event which is sure to be fun. We have 
plenty of other important news from our 
clubs, societies, churches and councils.

Whatever the weather, enjoy the seasonal 
delights typified by the sights shown on this 
issue’s front cover…Ed.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
The pothole saga remains a key issue 

for the Parish Council. This month our 

members carried out an on-site inspection 

in company with members of Ringway 

Jacobs staff. As a result most of the 

“urgent” potholes were repaired. 

We are concerned that resurfacing 
of Oak Lane and Taylors Lane, 
both promised for last year, was 

not done. Apparently the County Council 
ran out of money, even though road 
closures for the work had been publicised. 
We were then told that resurfacing in 
Bellingdon would take priority this year. 
However, we are pleased to note that 
Sandpit Hill has been resurfaced - which is 
a start. There is also a possibility that Oak 
Lane will follow.

In the course of discussions with Chris 
Schwier (Ringway Jacobs) I asked why they 
go from village to village repairing just 
one pothole at each location, which seems 
to me to be an enormous waste of money, 
when an entire section of road could be 
done in one go. His answer was that their 
priority is to avoid claims for damage 
to vehicles; meaning that high priority 
potholes must be repaired within 24 hours 
of being reported. There are additional 
gangs working more efficiently on the 
lower priority ones, but they haven’t 
reached us yet.

By the time you read this Bucks County 
Council will have launched their new 
pothole monitoring system, available to 
all of us who have broadband. The idea is 
that each pothole reported is recorded on 
a map within 24 hours of receipt. When 
it has been repaired this will be updated 
on the map directly by the repair gang so 
you will have live information available 
24 hours a day. Ultimately you will also 
get ‘before and after’ pictures to ensure 

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

Once again a harsh 
winter has resulted 
in an abundance 

of Spring flowers and the 
Chilterns have looked 
magnificent against a 
background of blue sky 
and trees turning green. 
We cannot let a bullet 
train racing through our 
precious countryside ruin 
the tranquillity of the AONB for evermore. 
The Lee and South Heath are most 
affected among the hilltop villages but the 
disruption and noise will be felt across a 
wide area and we must resist it at all costs.

The general election debate will rumble 
on for some time and it yet remains to 
be seen how financial markets will react 
to a hung parliament. There were no 
surprises locally, meaning Buckinghamshire, 
Oxfordshire and Milton Keynes, but 
another election may be necessary to bring 
political certainty to our great country. 

I continue to be concerned about the 
state of many local roads, have been 
out and about regularly with Highways 
officers and put in bids for urgent work 
in discussion with the Parish Council. 
Members are concerned that we proactively 
prepare for winter next year although we 
are unlikely to experience such extreme 
conditions. Hillside roads, altitude and frost 
pockets all affected us adversely and I have 
asked County Council to take into account 
the duration of the snowfall in our villages 
this year.

The Cultural Olympiad is gaining 
momentum; many people may remember 
that during the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics, 
the University of Wisconsin withdrew 
from the wheelchair games, which came 
to Stoke Mandeville at short notice. Any 
memorabilia relating to 1984 would be 
very welcome as the story of those games 

is now being recorded and a documentary 
prepared for Channel 4.  

The Community Leaders Fund will be 
replenished in June and I would ask you 
to let me know of any projects that would 
improve the lives of local people. County 
Council is evaluating a pilot in Chesham 
aimed at building community capacity 
to see how we can raise the quality of 
life for vulnerable people. Twenty-seven 
organisations have been linked up so that if 
an older person comes into contact they are 
assessed and referred to the appropriate 
place. Dignity in Care is another new 
initiative to ensure that people in hospital 
or living in residential care are treated with 
respect and consideration.  

I’m struck by the variety of events 
planned throughout the Summer. There 
really is something going on locally for 
everyone. I look forward to seeing you out 
and about and addressing your concerns at 
County Hall.

Tricia Birchley  01296 621138

the quality of work is acceptable. The 
system will also provide real time locations 
of drain clearance vehicles and gritters 
plus a lot more information. I went to a 
demonstration of the system and, with 
other Clerks, made recommendations for 
improvements to the front end. If it works 
it will make a significant improvement to 
road maintenance.

Having had no responses from residents 
of Cholesbury Lane between Rays Hill 
and Nuthazel Cross, the Council will go 
ahead with the renaming process as set 
out in the last edition of Hilltop News. 
We also propose to request officially 
that Broomstick Lane, currently known 
officially as ‘track off Parrotts Lane’ should 
be correctly named as Broomstick Lane. 
If residents have any problems with that, 
please let me know as soon as possible.

David Clarke, Clerk to the Council 758567
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A SEASON OF 
CELEBRATION 

After the 
seemingly 
endless 

winter, the cricket 
season got under 
way in warm 
sunshine at the end 
of April. Sporting 
their new 125th 
Anniversary caps and shirts, part funded by 
H.G. Matthews, Hawridge & Cholesbury’s 
Sunday XI got off to a winning start.

The Saturday league teams began the 
new season the following week and both 
games were curtailed by the heavy rain 
which swept in over the May Bank Holiday 
weekend. The following week it was three-
sweater weather.

The Sunday XI ready the first game of the season on Cholesbury Common. Back row left to right: 
Mick Channer, Andy Halliday, James Cath, Digger Reading, Mick Sargent, Simon Knight. Front row 
left to right: Nick Jones, Phil Wright, Paul Smith, Andy Holdsworth (Captain), Ed Knight.

The colts, as ever, have turned up 
enthusiastically and in great numbers 
for the start of the season. Competitive 
matches for Under 10, 11 and 13 age 
groups have been arranged with, 
respectively, Nigel Pates, Digger Reading 
and Tom Haggerty managing these groups. 
Junior coaching will continue every 
Thursday from 6.00pm to 7.30pm through 
to September. 

Local juniors (over the age of 8) and 
seniors of all ages and abilities are always 
encouraged to join our friendly village club.

The interior of the pavilion is looking 
immaculate, having been refurbished 
during the close season under the guidance 
of Pavilion Manager Mick Sargent.

Follow the club’s performances and catch 
up with the latest news and activities on 
our website: www.hawridgecricket.org

Graham Lincoln, Secretary, Hawridge & 
Cholesbury Cricket Club. 758449
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

The volcanic ash blowing down from 
Iceland caused some problems in April 
as both our President and Treasurer 

were unable to travel back to the UK in 
time for the meeting.

However, Hilary Sheppard, Sylvia Lee and 
Iris Hawkes kept the show on the road and 
adopted various roles to ensure that the 
meeting went smoothly. Our speaker for 
the evening had no problems in getting to 
us and her quick fire “Do You Remember?” 
questions had everyone casting their minds 
back to the days of rationing through to 
the mini-skirts of the 1960s.

After the May Resolution meeting and 
the National Federation AGM in Cardiff, the 
meeting in June is looking very interesting. 
A quick look on Anna Conti’s website shows 
that she has great experience in and feeling 
for her subject, which is stained glass - her 
talk is titled “Stained Glass : Not Just for 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

Buckinghamshire 
Trading Standards 
want the public to 

be aware of ‘Buy With 
Confidence’ an approved 
trader scheme. The 
members of this scheme, 
who work with vulnerable people, have 
been police checked and the companies 
are vetted and approved by BTS. To search 
for reliable, approved traders go online at 
the Buy With Confidence website. BTS are 
confident this is up-to-date with the latest 
traders and more are being approved all the 
time.

A computer virus has been circulating 
through unsolicited emails claiming to be 
from DHL. The e-mail asks the recipient 
to open an attachment in connection 
with delivery of a parcel. It is not from a 
DHL company and the content is false. If 
you receive this e-mail, do not open the 
attachment as it contains a virus which may 
harm your computer. Ringmaster say that 
it is not their standard policy to circulate 
information about spam or hoax e-mails 
but give the following information about 
actions you can take to protect yourself.

1.  Never open an e-mail that you do not 
recognise, just delete it. 

 2.  Never click on a link within an e-mail 
unless it is from someone you know  
and trust. 

3.  Ensure that you have an active personal 
firewall and up-to-date antivirus software 
running on your system at  
all times.

As the holidays approach and the 
weather improves, please consider the 
following tips that might make life harder 
for potential criminals.

 If you are planning to visit local beauty 
spots make sure you do not leave any 

Churches”. The date is Monday 21 June and 
visitors are most welcome to this meeting, 
as usual in the hall at St Leonards, starting 
at 8pm.

The July meeting is our WI’s 31st 
birthday (they come round far too quickly) 
and there will be entertainment by 
‘Delectable Selection’. Please ring Carol 
Henry on 758435 if you are not a member 
but would like to join us. 

property in your vehicle. Even if you think 
you have ‘hidden’ property under seats or 
in the boot, criminals know where to look! 
Better still, if you don’t need it - don’t bring 
it with you.

If you see anyone suspicious around 
beauty spot car parks make sure you report 
it immediately to the Police. Where possible 
obtain a description of the person(s) and 
the make, model, colour and registration 
number of any vehicle.

 Around the house, ensure that doors 
and windows are not left open or unlocked 
when unattended. If you are working in 
your front garden do not leave your back 
door open or unlocked. In around 25% of 
burglaries, entry is gained through insecure 
doors and windows.

In your garden, consider using good 
quality locks to secure your gate and 
outbuilding doors, such as a ‘hasp and 
staple’ padlock. Make sure you lock sheds 
when not in use.  You do not want your 
house, or your neighbour’s house, broken 
into by someone using your garden tools. 

Consider property marking your garden 
tools. Alternatively, paint or etch your 
postcode on to your tools, including the 
lawnmower.

Consider installing a battery or mains 
powered shed alarm, available from all good 
DIY stores.

Finally, a recent message from the 
Watch Office at Amersham Police Station 
warns that, with the price of scrap metal 
increasing, thieves are turning back to 
church roofs, electrical cabling and even 
man-hole covers to steal. Please be alert and 
contact the police should you see anything 
suspicious of this nature. Telephone them 
on 0845 8 505 505 and always dial 999 for a 
crime in progress.

Shirley Blomfield 758314
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PACT 
(Parents And Children Together)

PACT is a registered charity 
working to improve life chances 
for children. The focus of our 

work is within Berks, Bucks and 
Oxfordshire. Our aim is to build and 
strengthen families through housing 
support, family centres, community 
services, children’s centres, training 
and development, extended schools, 
adoption and fostering.

We need people from all different 
backgrounds to become foster carers. If 
you have ever thought about fostering, 
contact PACT for more information.

Visit www.pactcharity.org, e-mail 
info@pactcharity.org, or phone 0118 938 
7600.

Philip Cook, Recruitment Officer

St Leonards 
Parish Hall Fête, 
Horse Show & 

Gymkhana
All the usual Stalls and 

Attractions plus –Cream Teas, 
Beer Tent, Candy Floss, Wood 

Turning and Vintage Cars 
and Motor Bikes to view. 

Annual Draw with great NEW 
prizes including 2 Rugby 

International Tickets

Saturday 5th June 2010
Horse Show & Gymkhana - 

from 9am. Dog Show – from 
1.00pm

Fête – Open at 2pm
Enquiries 01494 758250
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HAWRIDGE AND 
CHOLESBURY 
COMMONS 
PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY
Summer event

To all of you who feel like getting 
out and about, come and join in the 
orienteering, if not, simply come 

and enjoy the home made teas. There 
will also be craft demonstrations, photo 
competition results and display, live music, 
HCCPS exhibition, tombola and lucky dip 
for children.

Orienteering is an outdoor adventure 
sport enjoyed by all ages and abilities. 
You can run, jog or walk. Two courses 
will be available, one which is easy and 
suitable for children (pushchairs welcome), 
families and beginners, and another which 
is slightly more challenging. Entry is free.
Equipment, maps, instruction and helpers 
kindly being provided by The Thames 
Valley Orienteering Club. Instruction and 
Registration for Orienteering / Car Parking 
– outside Cholesbury Village Hall.

More information from Sue Phillips 
on 757202 or Linden Bevan-Pritchard on  
758750. Join in fun, come rain or shine.

Photographic Competition
Hopefully, by the time you receive this 
Hilltop News, you will have been able to 
create a photograph for our competition. 
If not, you may just have time to produce 
one. As a reminder, the committee 
invites you to submit photographs of the 
Commons. There are three age groups: 
5-11, 12-18, 19-109. Subjects could include 
wildlife, landscape or people - or anything 
else that inspires you - as long as it has to 
do with the Commons.   

Entries will be displayed at our fun 
orienteering day at Cholesbury Village 
Hall. Prizes will be awarded for the three 
winning entries.  

With the consent of the photographers, 
it is hoped that some of the images could 
be used in the future in one or more 
leaflets on the subject of the Commons. 
By entering the competition, you would 
be agreeing to such usage, which shall 
be at the sole discretion of the HCCPS 
Committee. Please bring your entries to 
me at The Smithy, Hawridge, or to any 
other committee member, by Thursday, 
10 June, stating, on the back of the 
photograph, your age category and name, 
plus a telephone contact number. It would 
be best to mount the photographs, in 
order to avoid damage. 

Log Deliveries
We have postponed our usual log 
deliveries this year. These were supposed 

to take place on the last weekend in April 
- however, we were unable to find anyone 
with a tow-bar, which would have enabled 
the working party to use a trailer to take 
the logs around the villages. The logs will 
now be seasoned and delivered later in the 
year.

Membership
If you have not renewed your membership 
subscription for 2010, it is payable to Mike 
Fletcher, Ivy Cottage, Tring, Herts HP23 
6ND, or any other committee member.  
Subscriptions for the year are £7.50 for 
individuals and £15 for a couple. 

Volunteers on the Commons
The Committee of the Preservation Society 
would like to thank each one of you 
who has given time and energy for the 
maintenance of our beautiful Commons 
during the past year. Without all this 
generous support, we would not be able 
to achieve what we do. The working 
parties have been well attended this year 
and the workers have been sustained 
by Lindsay Griffin’s refreshments. Now 
that the nesting season has begun, all 
potentially disruptive work, such as 
clearing scrub and branches, has to stop.  
There will be some cutting of the grass on 
paths and rides during the summer, which 
does not disturb wildlife, but will make 
things more pleasant for all of you.

Linden Bevan-Pritchard.

HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY 
COMMONS 

PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Summer Event on  

Sunday 13 June from 
2:00pm until 5:00pm

Hawridge & Cholesbury 

Commons Preservation Society 

invites you to an Orienteering 

Fun Event and Afternoon Tea 

at Cholesbury Village Hall and 

Hawridge and Cholesbury 

Commons.
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What a splendid evening. We arrived at 

St Leonards Parish Hall to find everything 

decorated in pink: balloons on the doors, 

streamers all over the place and wonderful 

table decorations by Tan Strong on every 

table.

We were directed to the coat racks, 
cleverly placed in the veranda 
and on to the bar for a glass of 

Champagne (oh yes – pink). The stage was 
beautifully decorated (pink) just enough to 
merge with the piano and music stands.

Enter Ian McMillan. Ian is a highly 
experienced musician, equally at home 
conducting the London Pops Orchestra 
or playing a cathedral organ. Above all, 
from our point of view, he is a pianist and 
a great showman. He started proceedings 
with the drinking song from Sigmund 
Romberg’s Student Prince. Strangely, he 
seemed capable of playing with both hands 
and still managing the occasional glass 
of Champagne. Ian was soon joined by 

Winnie Souter, an excellent soprano with 
tremendous personality. She joined the 
audience for her first song, a Strauss love 
song, and paid particular attention to John 
Hawkes who seemed to be thoroughly 
enjoying himself.

Enter Quentin Poole, Musical Director 
of the Purcell School, one of the world’s 
top music schools. Ian, Winnie and Quentin 
then performed the Champagne song from 
Die Fledermaus.  

After this wonderful appetiser came 
the interval, when we were served with an 
excellent meal: chicken with claret, thyme 
and bacon followed by white chocolate 
tort with raspberries and then coffee. 
Congratulations and thanks to the cooks 
for a high quality experience.

Then back to the music. We enjoyed 
songs by Johan Strauss, Oscar Strauss, Ivor 
Novello, Franz Lehar, Rudolf Frimmel, Lionel 
Monkton and Richard Tauber to name but 
a few. My particular favourites were ‘My 
Heart and I’ (Old Chelsea – Tauber) and ‘All 
down Buckland Common’ (originally from 
The Arcadians by Lionel Monkton) and the 
Gendarmes Duet (Genevieve de Brabant 
– Offenbach). This was performed by Ian 
and Quentin wearing policemen’s helmets 

complete with flashing blue lamps.
My highlight of the evening was when 

Ian, a flamboyant page turner at the best 
of times, managed to throw his music off 
the piano on to the floor. With considerable 
panache and a smile on his face he 
proceeded to play the left hand music with 
his right hand whilst simultaneously picking 
up the music with his left.

Thanks to the performers, cooks, 
decorators, ticket sellers and the rest of 
the team and special thanks to Liz Green 
for organizing it all. The event not only 
entertained us all but raised a considerable 
sum for the St Lawrence Church building 
fund.

David Clarke

Pink Champagne concert with High IQ
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by the Reverend 

David Burgess

As I write…

…it’s the Tuesday 

after the General 

Election, and the only 

political certainty is 

there’s no political certainty. Any one of 

three outcomes for the government of this 

country is possible, and two of the three 

hang on a series of alliances which in the 

normal course of events would be virtually 

unthinkable.

Hopefully, by the time these words 
appear in print, things will have 
settled. But what sort of future will 

our democracy be facing?
There’s a curse which reportedly dates 

back to ancient China—“May you live in 
interesting times!” In other words, may life 
for you lack the comforts, reassurances and 
certainties which would make your life truly 
satisfying and fulfilling.

I’d like to make a parallel with the 
history of the Christian Church at its very 
beginning. The events surrounding the 
Crucifixion, Resurrection and the lead-up 
to the Ascension constituted a six-week 
period full of uncertainty for the Disciples. 
Just who and what was Jesus—this friend of 
theirs who could now appear and disappear 
at will and walk through locked doors? Was 
he really going to leave them for good as 
they thought he’d done at the Cross? And 
what was going to happen if he did?

The stories of the Ascension and 
Pentecost, the twin festivals which we’ve 
just celebrated, answer those questions. 
But it didn’t end there, because the early 
Christian Church certainly did live through 
interesting times and indeed was the cause 
of some of the events of those times.

Uncertainty marked much of what 
the Church did in the first century AD. 
Missionary work was a risk in itself, and 
in one of his letters Paul recounts in grim 
detail what he went through as a result 
of his endeavours. In the early 60s the 
Church suffered persecution at the hands 
of the Emperor Nero which, by tradition, 
claimed the lives of Peter and Paul amongst 
many other Christians. And at the end of 
the century John the Evangelist cries out 
“Come, Lord Jesus!” - perhaps in hope and 
expectation, perhaps in uncertainty, and 
perhaps all three. Interesting times indeed.

There’s no guarantee of any easy life, 
irrespective of your faith or lack of it. 
However, these early Christians held on to 
something beyond the here and now: they 
had to because of what so many of them 
were going through, but they also wanted 
to because they believed in God’s promise 
and Jesus’ fulfilment of that promise.

If times were to get much more 
interesting in our society, would we too 
have the faith to hold on to what we 
believe?

Interesting Times
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DATE DAY St.Leonard's                                    
ST. LEONARDS

St. Laurence                              
CHOLESBURY

St. Mary's                             
HAWRIDGE NOTES

6 Jun Trinity 1 8.00 Holy Communion DB 11.00 Family Communion DB 9.30 IC 9.30 Family Service DB

11.00 Matins IC Sunday School VO 6.00pm Evensong IC Mid-week Holy Communion

13 Jun Trinity 2 10.00 Parish Communion DB 6.00pm Parish Communion DB 10.45 IC 9.30 Holy Communion IC 10.00am at The Lee on First

Sunday School JuH Wednesday of the month

20 Jun Trinity 3 10.00 Open Air DB 9.30 Shared Service 9.30 IC 10.45 Parish Communion IC Holy Communion, Matins & Evensong

Family Service at Cholesbury Book of Common Prayer

27 Jun Trinity 4 Patronal Festival 11.00 Matins IC 9.45 DB 10.45 Parish Communion DB Parish / Family Communion and 

10.00 Parish Communion JH Morning Service

4 July Trinity 5 8.00 Holy Communion DB 11.00 Family Communion DB 9.30 IC Patronal Festival Common Worship

11.00 Matins IC VO 9.30 Family Service DB
6.00pm Evensong IC DB= Rev. David Burgess

11 July Trinity 6 10.00 Parish Communion DB 6.00pm Parish Communion DB 10.45 IC 9.30 Holy Communion IC IC= Rev. Ivor Cornish

Sunday School JuH JH= Rev. John Hull

18 July Trinity 7 8.00 Holy Communion DB 11.00 Parish Communion DB 11.00 10.45 Parish Communion IC LCM= Lee Common Methodist Church

11.00 Family Service LCM

25 July James the 10.00 Parish Communion JH 11.00 Matins IC 9.45 DB 10.45 Parish Communion DB JuH= Judy Hart

Apostle VO= Virginia Oldham

Vicar Curate The Lee Hawridge
The Revd. Ivor Cornish

The Vicarage, The Lee, 01296 630345 janet.whittow@googlemail.com
Gt. Missenden, BUCKS. HP23 9LZ 
d.burgess@clara.net judy.hart@virgin.net

Parish Secretary Hon. Curate St. Leonards Cholesbury
The Revd. John Hull

Church Room 01296 624487 anne@oldbrunsfarm.co.uk jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com
churchroom@waitrose.com

annhorn43@aol.com
Ann Horn                                 01494 758250

James Watson                             01494 758914

at St. Leonards

Quiet Communion

The Revd. David Burgess                 01494 837315

Jane Reynolds                                   01494 757048

Judy Hart                                 01494 837328

Anne Butterworth                    01494 758700 John Farmer                                01494 758715

Shared Service 

Family Service

Matins

Janet Whittow                          01296 624568 Joan Walton                                 01494 758332

Sunday School         
and BBQ

CHURCH SERVICES - June to July 2010

Holy Communion

Parish Communion

Pets

Matins

Holy Communion

St. John the Baptist              
THE LEE
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as many of the family have been baptized 
and married at the Church. We were 
delighted to welcome so many of them 
back, together with their friends, on 
Monday 22 March. It was a very moving 
service as George and Patsy’s sons paid 
tribute to their father - a very special man.

We were further saddened by the death 
of Darragh Waterkeyn who has lived with 
his wife, Diana, opposite the Church for 
very many years: in fact one of our oldest 
residents. Darragh had fought cancer so 
strongly for several years and was often 
seen walking around the village until quite 
recently. The service for him, held at The 
Church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
Great Missenden, drew many old friends 
with wonderful tales of mutual sailing 
adventures – Darragh’s passion in life! It 
was a great occasion as befitted the man.

Little Bears paid their Easter visit 
to the Church and in record numbers. 
Helpers, mums and grandparents made 
the combined attendance over 40! Virginia 
told the story of Jesus being greeted as he 
arrived in Jerusalem on a donkey and led 
the children in a song (assisted by Charlie!). 
Little Bears then sang their prepared songs 
and presented David and St Leonards with 
a beautifully made Easter Card. Everyone 
enjoyed coffee, biscuits and squash as 
well as Easter eggs in the Church Room 
afterwards. Every chair was occupied and it 
was a very happy morning!

At the APCM on Wednesday 21 April, we 
were delighted to welcome Diana Osborne 
and Barbara Baddon as associate members. 
Diana has already taken charge of the 
Church Room, both inside and out - we’ve 
not looked so smart since our inauguration! 
Barbara has taken on the roll of Librarian 
for the Sunday School and has the system 
up and running. All children leaving Sunday 
School on our Family First Sunday in May 
brandished books! Our thanks to both of 
you for taking on these tasks.

A Faculty for the removal of one back 
Pew has been finally granted. This will give 

us much more space to welcome people 
as they arrive and to chat to parishioners 
as they leave, while others are talking to 
David. We intend to replace the book shelf 
which was always against the back pew and 
to form an adult library against the new 
back pew. You are most welcome to browse 
and to borrow any of the books – there will 
be a lending-library form to fill in. If there is 
any book you would like to see there please 
do let us know. We hope you will enjoy the 
space gained by the removal of the pew.   

Church Walls - As many of you will have 
seen, the walls of the church are beginning 
to crumble badly in places. The past two 
bad Winters with excessive rain and low 
temperatures have not helped. Together 
with the church Architect we are consulting 
a number of specialist firms for advice and 
estimates as well as contacting appropriate 
Trusts and Charities who might be able to 
help us by way of grants. This is going to be 
lengthy and expensive task but one which 
we need to deal with urgently.   

The Small Rural Parish Forum met in the 
Church Room on Tuesday 4 May. As ever it 
is an invaluable means of sharing problems 
and most importantly of sharing success.   
We are involved here with our four Parishes 
plus Buckland, Drayton Beauchamp, 
Ellesborough, Great Hampden, the Kimbles 
and Halton. Mike Smith of the Kimbles was 
in the chair and he has initiated a directory 

HAWRIDGE
May Fair – Thank 

you to everybody who 
supported this event. 
We made a profit of 
£400! The May Fair has 
proved a popular way of helping to raise 
money to keep our village church going 
and because of its low-key nature – in 
comparison to the August Bank Holiday 
Fete – it gives us all a chance to chat to 
people and spend an enjoyable afternoon 
together.

Summer Concert, 18 June - with Iain 
Ledingham and students from The Royal 
Academy of Music. This will be held at the 
School at 7pm. At present we are expecting 
two soloists but we don’t know who they 
will be! We are lucky in having, as ever, 
very talented performers and we look 
forward to another excellent evening’s 
entertainment.    The concert is followed by 
refreshments. Tickets at £15 are available 
from Elizabeth Tomlin 758214 or Joan 
Walton 758332.

Patronal Festival, 3 and 4 July - The 
church will be open from 2-5pm on 
Saturday 3rd and from 10.15am – 5.30pm 
on Sunday 4th.  There will be floral 
arrangements by members of the church 
and a display of art work by the pupils of 
Hawridge & Cholesbury School.

On Sunday 4 July there is a Family 

Service at 9.30am and Evensong at 6pm.
August Bank Holiday Monday Fete – 30 

August - We are now beginning to make 
arrangements for this annual event held 
jointly between Hawridge and Cholesbury 
churches. If there is anyone willing to help 
in anyway – setting up stalls; manning 
stalls; advertising etc, please contact the 
churchwardens: John Farmer, Joan Walton 
or Elizabeth Tomlin.

Hawridge Church Walking Group - The 
June walk will be on Tuesday 1st starting 
from Marion’s house in Bellingdon. (Please 
note that we will be away for this walk. If 
you have any queries please contact Marion 
direct on 758304). We have agreed with 
Bellingdon church to use their car park.

The July walk is on Tuesday 6th – the 
starting point will be advised nearer the 
time. Information from Joan and Margaret 
– 758332.

ST LEONARDS
There was a great 

sense of history as we 
said farewell to 
George Walters, 
husband of Patsy 
whose father Edward John Culverhouse 
was Headmaster of St Leonards School for 
many years, as well as being Churchwarden 
and Lay Preacher. There has been a long 
Culverhouse association with St Leonards, 

ST LEONARDS
Burial

22 March 2010 – Herbert George Walters   

Holy Baptism
9 May 2010 – Max Peter Simon Henry
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no screws, and this fits with the church 
rebuilding in 1873. 

The wooden crosses on the roof were 
repaired and treated with Copenhagen 
oil. Marion Seal told us the history of the 
crosses. They were made in 1994 by the late 
Ron Allen of Bellingdon with teak from 
Keith Sapey. They originated when Mike 
Scarrott and Rev. George de Burgh Thomas 
took part in a charity event when talents 
were auctioned.

The flowers on Easter Day were bright 
and yellow and a lovely welcome after 
a busy Holy Week. The golden daffodils, 
tulips, roses and forsythia made a great 
impact. Our thanks go to Dorritt Cartmell 
and her team who unfailingly clean and 
decorate the church throughout the year. 
Each Sunday (except during Lent and 
Advent) we are greeted by different and 
interesting arrangements with clever 
combinations of colours and flowers.

The décor designed by Tan Strong for 
the Pink Champagne Concert was bright 
and pink. The simple but so effective 

covering the many 
issues peculiar to small 
rural churches. This 
will prove of immense 
value and something 
to which we can all 
contribute. We meet 
again in six months 
time.

Baptism – it was 
with great pleasure we 
welcomed Max Henry 
into the Church at our 
evening Communion 
service on Sunday 
9 May. Max’s father 
and grandparents are 
very much a part of 
St Leonards village 
life and Mark and Lisa 
were married in our 
church in 2008. It was 
particularly nice to have 
the family once again in St Leonards – and 
in such huge numbers!

Tea Parties – Our next Tea Party is on 
Wednesday 23 June at 3pm. We love seeing 
‘new’ faces, so whether you come as a guest 
or a helper we look forward to seeing you.   
Please let either Anne Lake 01296 620169 
or Anne Butterworth 758700 know if you 
would like a lift – it is no problem.

CHOLESBURY
Bright and white is 

the newly repainted 
bellcote on top 
of the church. We 
are spending the 
money raised in our 
Appeal! Sections 
in the bellcote were found to be rotten: 
the carpenters recognised the wood as 
Douglas fir and used the same timber for 
replacement. Examination showed the 
bellcote had originally been constructed 
using carpenter’s joints and nails, but 

idea of pink napkins on dark tablecloths 
transformed the Hall to match the mood 
of the evening. Many other details in pink 
decorated the hall, particularly the floral 
arrangements. Thank you Tan for your 
brilliant flair. We are also most grateful 
to Liz Green for taking on the planning 
of the Concert.  Many others helped but 
Liz coordinated all their efforts that led to 
great success and £1,026 for the Church 
Fabric Fund. David Clarke has written an 
appreciation of the Concert elsewhere in 
this edition.

The garden in the churchyard is both 
bright and gloomy. For the past few years, 
Roseanne Vince has looked after the 
garden outside the porch and included the 

unpromising area under the oak. Gardening 
in a shaded area is not easy and Roseanne’s 
use of various artefacts including redundant 
footstones is a bright idea in a gloomy 
place.  

The Annual Parish Church Meeting was 
held on 26 April and we reviewed an active 
year. Tom Haggerty presented the accounts 
and we now know the total from the 
Appeal has reached £5,488 from the various 
events held over the past year. We also 
discussed our Sunday worship and this led 
to discussions on alternative praise services 
and patterns of worship.

Our main event in June is the Pets’ 
Service on Sunday 27 June at 9.45 and we 
hope the occasion can be outside again. 
There are various pets in the Village and we 
invite them all, with owners, to the service.

The Fete is at Cholesbury this year on 
August Bank Holiday Monday, 30 August.  
Please do put this date in your diary.Max Henry baptism
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the pub sign cricket game where legs and 
arms score runs. A variation for anyone 
out on a country walk is to spot which 
plants and trees include animals in their 
names. Starting with domestic animals, 
there are plenty of dogs around. There 
is the poisonous woodland plant dog’s 
mercury, where ‘dog’ in medieval English 
means ‘worthless or just plain ‘bad’. It was 
believed by herbalists that the roots of the 
dog rose and tongue-shaped leaves of the 
herb hound’s tongue could cure someone 
bitten by a mad dog. Another common 
canine-related example is dogwood. Cats 
do not figure so frequently. The most likely 
in these parts is cat’s-ear, a dandelion look-
a-like with small cat-shaped leaves on the 
flower stalk. 

More profuse than cows in these 
parts are cow parsley and cowslip, both 
plants sharing pastures with their animal 
namesakes. There are several horses: 
horse chestnut, the name deriving from 
the horseshoe-shaped scar left on the leaf 
stalk and horsetail, a primitive plant more 
ancient than its animal namesake. Porcine-

related ‘monikers’ that come to mind 
include pignut: the root was, in medieval 
times, a valued food which pigs were 
capable of detecting, much as they do with 
truffles. Meanwhile hogweed, (not of the 
giant kind) was collected as fodder for pigs. 

Unsurprisingly there are several grasses 
with sheep in the name; however sheep’s-
bit is so-called after the custom of sheep 
to bite off the flower heads. Goatsbeard 
needs no explanation. For ducks we have 
duckweed. For chickens we have both fat 
hen and several types of chickweed, the 
seeds of which are enjoyed by domestic 
fowl. Geese are fed cleavers, hence the 
alternative name goose grass. Whereas 
meadow foxtail has a clear derivation, 
foxglove is a misnomer; the origin being 
‘folk’s musical instrument’. The fly, the rat 
and the hare are also represented and there 
are many more.

Out and about in June and July will be 
this season’s crop of whirring insects. A 
measure of how severe the winter has been 
will be the number of butterflies on the 
wing, comprising the second generation 

Several months on from the exceptional 

winter weather, the impact on the rural 

scene and the bashing the wildlife has 

taken are becoming clearer. The most 

visible signs in spring include delays in 

leaf-burst and blossom from trees, perhaps 

by two to three weeks. In these elevated 

Chiltern parts hawthorn, normally seen as 

a weathervane of the season and for many 

hundreds of years known as May, will be 

seen at its best this year in early June. 

While the emergence of winter flowers 
such as – ironically – snowdrops were much 
later, some spring flowers, such as violets, 
were unaffected by the prolonged cold 
snap and appeared on cue. Bluebells are 
normally racing to appear in late April, just 
in advance of the overshadowing lime-
green beechwood canopy. This year both 
were delayed by almost equal measure. 

The Cuckoos’ arrival did not disappoint. 
Over-wintering in North Africa or the 
Mediterranean, they were blissfully 
ignorant of the harsh winter suffered by 
the birds they rely on to bring up their 
offspring. The first reported arrival in these 
parts was on 17 April. However, assuming 
the host birds (warblers, meadow pipits and 
dunnocks) have delayed nest making etc, 
the cuckoos will have had to wait for their 
foster parents to be in place. 

Each year, on the last Sunday of January, 
the RSPB carry out their ‘Big Bird Watch’ 
survey. The RSPB reports that results clearly 
show how devastating the effect of a 
prolonged period of harsh weather has 

HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

After a winter whitewash, whither the wildlife; a 
wilderness of flowers and a whirring of insects? 

on the bird population. Unsurprisingly, 
there is a disproportionately heavy impact 
on our smaller garden birds. In 2009 the 
long-tailed tit, which has been increasing 
in numbers in recent years, broke into 
the RSPB ‘top ten’ list. This was explained 
by the feeding behaviour of these ‘bum-
barrels’ or ‘flying lollipops’, adapting to the 
increased availability of garden feeders. 
This year it was relegated to thirteenth 
and other miniature favourites, such as 
the wren, coal tit and our smallest native 
species, the goldcrest, fared even worse. 

In Bucks, the population of the house 
sparrow, once our most numerous bird and 
already in decline, took a sharp nose-dive 
in 2010. Although still the highest scoring 
of the smaller birds, the sparrow is now 
third. The robin has also been knocked off 
its high perch, coming in at number 8. The 
top ten in the county therefore included 
several medium and larger-sized birds, 
such as blackbird (1), starling (2), and wood 
pigeon (6).  

Meanwhile, it was interesting to note 
that a number of more characteristically 
rural birds cropped up on the lists for 
town gardens; reflecting the unfavourable 
conditions in the surrounding countryside. 
In particular, elevated to the suburban 
garden bird premier league were fieldfare, 
redwing, bullfinch and yellow hammer. 
Next January, if you would like to 
participate, or at least compare what birds 
visit your garden, look out for publicity on 
the BBC Nature and RSPB websites, or in 
the newspapers. 

Anyone familiar with the task of keeping 
children amused on a long car journey will 
have turned, perhaps in desperation, to 
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of over-wintered adults and those who 
migrate. Other prominent insects will be 
bees, able to recover lost ground quickly 
despite the death of over-wintering 
queens and the late emergence of spring 
flowers. Dragonfly nymphs should have 
been insulated from the cold after three 
years underwater and will crawl up a stem 
to transform into adults. To survive, the 
larger invertebrates use habitat dominance: 
strength, speed, camouflage and sensory 
perception. Smaller insects, vulnerable to 
the vagaries of weather, predation and 
food shortage rely on the capacity to 
reproduce in higher numbers. In the air, 
flies and midges predominate; in the soil 
and detritus it’s beetles while in ponds, 
water fleas proliferate. Without this annual 
explosion of the invertebrate biomass most 
of our mammals, birds, reptiles, fishes and 
amphibians would not survive. 

That’s all this time. As always your 
observations and questions are welcome. 
chrisbrown@rayshill.com  tel: 758890.
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CHOLESBURY cum 
ST LEONARDS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY

The garden is now in full growth and 
everyone is busy trying to keep up 
with the mountain of jobs to do at 

the moment. Our programme of events is 
well under way and we had a super talk by 
Graham Austin on propagating delphiniums 
earlier in the year. He was very enthusiastic 
and gave a practical demonstration which 
I found very useful. There was also plenty 
of opportunity to buy some of his lovely 
delphiniums.

In May we had a fantastic trip to 
Highgrove. It was obvious that HRH The 
Prince of Wales loves his garden and spends 
as much time as possible there. We had a 
super guide who showed us the wonderful 
collection of hellebores, hostas and ferns, 
which were just beginning to come out.  

The gardens have changed considerably 
in the 30 years that the Prince has owned 
Highgrove. They have been organic since he 
arrived, with the aim of being in complete 
harmony with nature. Throughout, there 
are many pieces that have been given 
to the Prince over the years, including 
some carved by students from The Prince’s 
Foundation and these have been cleverly 
incorporated. Huge terracotta jars are 
carefully positioned within many of the 
garden areas.

I loved the view of the house from the 
Lily Pool Garden and up the Thyme Walk 
which is planted with over 20 varieties of 
thyme and is lined by a lovely avenue of 
clipped golden yew - the only remnant of 
the original garden.

The Woodland Garden is a magical place 
which is home to a wonderful Stumpery 
based on a Victorian concept of growing 
ferns amongst tree stumps. The water 

feature, which reuses redundant stone, has 
a canopy of gunnera within which a duck 
was nesting. This garden also contains a 
new national collection of hostas – one 
of the Prince’s favourite plants – and has 
a thatched tree house where the young 
Princes William and Harry played as 
children.

Wonderful colours can be found 
in the developing Arboretum with its 
vibrant varieties of acers, and there is a 
contemplative sanctuary, built to mark the 
Millennium, set amongst the trees.

The four and a half acre Wild Flower 
Meadow is managed as a traditional hay 
meadow - grazed by sheep in December 
and January, then cut in July for hay or 
silage by a harvester drawn by two Suffolk 
Punch horses.

Other interesting areas included a 
lovely Cottage Garden, a Sundial Garden 
surrounded by a yew hedge, a Walled 
Garden with some wonderful fruit trees 

and a Southern Hemisphere Garden 
including tree ferns and very attractive 
double green oak gates.

After a restful cup of tea with cake and a 
few purchases by some of our group we set 
off for home, tired, but inspired to tackle 
our own gardens.

Dates for your diaries
Friday 18 June: Members Only Evening 
Open Garden. 

We are extremely lucky to be able to 
visit Alan and Sandra Freeman’s lovely 
garden at 5, Browns Lane in Hastoe.  

Saturday 4 September: Annual 
Horticulture and Craft Show at St Leonards 
Village Hall. 

There should be a copy of the show 
schedule with this edition of Hilltop News - 
or look at www.cholesbury.com for a copy.

Don’t forget that John and Diana’s 
garden ‘Montana’, Shire Lane is open on 18 
July and 19 August from 2-5pm as part of 

the National Gardens Scheme.
Please contact Diana on 757347 or email 

her at Montana@cholesbury.net for details 
of any of our events, or if you would like to 
join the Society.

Have a wonderful summer in your 
gardens.

Barbara Baddon 
Horticultural Society Committee 
www.cholesbury.com/hortsoc.htm
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY SCHOOL
Our May Fayre and our Maypole…

Well, the weather may have been 
somewhat unkind, but it did nothing to 
dampen our spirits as the day of our annual 
Spring Fayre dawned.  

As always we had a plethora of toys and 
books for sale, together with stalls selling 
lovely gifts including jewellery, cookware 
and glass. Everyone had the opportunity 
to try a number of simple games such 
as Name the Bear, Money Tree or Splat 
the Rat. Meanwhile, a classroom of craft 
activities for the children partnered with 
face painting, offered a quiet haven for 
those needing to calm down after the 
excitement of ‘Beat the Goalie’ or the 
inflatable bungee run! Teas and cakes (the 
backbone any such event) were served all 
day and a brave bunch kept the BBQ going 
throughout. The police and fire service 
were in evidence (although, thankfully, not 
for emergencies but rather for the pleasure 
of the children who were allowed to 
clamber all over their vehicles, find out how 
to use the radio and even try on a helmet 
or two!).  

The highlight of the event, however, 
had to be the performance of the decade 
by the younger pupils around our recently-
acquired Maypole. Lovingly restored by 
teacher Mrs Gray and her husband, it was 
shown off in all its newly-painted glory 
by our enthusiastic Year 1(5 and 6 year 
old) pupils. Following their success, an 
impromptu session ‘attempted’ by staff 
and parents proved slightly less technically 
skilful but more than entertaining, as you 
can probably imagine! (Is it too late to 
apply for Britain’s Got Talent, I wonder?). 

As always, grateful thanks to our 
tireless PSA for all their work in making 
this happen. They are continually running 
events to raise money for the school fund, 
the current goal being to purchase more 
computers for our ICT suite. Further events 
for the rest of the school year include a 
fashion show, ice cream sales, summer BBQ 
and a recipe book. Watch this space for 
details!

Kay Bass 786016

After the pupils, the parents and staff skip to the music…
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THE THURSDAY CLUB

The 2009/2010 season ended with 
another Barn Dance! It was great fun 
and dancing for everyone was guided 

by our splendid caller Wendy Harrup. Do 
come along next year as this is already 
becoming a firm favourite for people of all 
ages.

As Chairman I should like to thank the 
Committee for everything they do and have 
done this year, without them I would be 
floundering. Anyone who wishes to join 
us on the Committee will be welcomed – 
please come to our June meeting. 

Thursday Club AGM and Entertainment: 
17 June at St.Leonards Parish Hall. 19.30 
AGM (The AGM lasted 7 minutes last year!). 
19.45 Jazz from Lou’s Sextet. Tickets: £7.50 
Members; £9.00 Non Members. BYOB - Fish 
and Chips Supper – Raffle.

Guy Williams

RUTH TRAFFORD
Ruth Trafford, well known to many 
in the villages, has died in Victoria, 
Australia at the age of 84. Ruth was 
the daughter of Edgar and Molly 
Taylor and spent her early years in 
Hawridge. She came back to live in 
Milton Cottage to look after Edgar in 
his old age. A full tribute to Ruth will 
appear in the next Hilltop News.

100 CLUB WINNERS
April 2010

1st Prize  £25 
Mr P Thomas, Buckland Common

2nd Prize  £15 
Mrs J Mariscotti, Arrewig Lane

3rd Prize  £15 
Mr W Cole, Coppice Farm Park

May 2010
1st Prize  £15 
Mrs M Waite, Coppice Farm Park

2nd Prize  £15 
Mrs S Cheek, St Leonards

New Members always welcome, please 
contact the Treasurer, Mick Mariscotti 
837093
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to 

the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the August/September edition should be sent 
to Graham Lincoln, Imogen Vallance (Societies), or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 9 
July latest. Please note that photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size. 
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