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A Season’s Greetings from
the Good Neighbours...

ne of the strengths of our
Ocommunity is the willingness of

so many people to offer a helping
hand to others. The Hilltop Villages Good
Neighbours Group was formed a year ago
by caring villagers who wished to get more
involved in voluntary activities for the local
community. If you would like to get to
know the Group, you are most welcome to
join them for tea at Cholesbury Village Hall
at 3.30pm on Thursday 6 December. The
Group will also be dealing swiftly with its
first AGM.

Also launched this time last year was
the volunteer-run Severe Weather Car
Scheme, to help fellow parishioners with
vital transport needs. The Good Neighbours
Group will be running this scheme again
this winter.

Volunteer drivers who have 4x4s or
vehicles with winter tyres will be available
daily from 9am - 7pm and there is a special
telephone number to use to contact the
scheme coordinators: 0845 8 735 737.

The Scheme helps local people get
to an urgent medical appointment, to
restock essential food supplies, or collect
an urgent prescription. It may sometimes
be possible to 'rescue’ stranded villagers! If
weather conditions prevent social services
reaching a client, and near neighbours are
not available, then volunteers may also be
able to help with certain vital tasks. If you
are unable to get out due to bad weather,
do not hesitate to get in touch and please
draw attention to anyone you know who
might benefit. The Group also welcomes
anyone with a suitably equipped vehicle to
become part of the team.
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If you would like to know more about,
or become a volunteer with the Good
Neighbours Group, see www.cholesbury.
com and follow the link to Good
Neighbours Group or contact Chris Brown,
email: goodneighbours@cholesbury.com or
Phone: 758890.

*Look out for the leaflet in this edition of
Hilltop News and keep in a safe place*

The Hilltop News team
wish you all a very
merry Christmas and a
happy New Year.

Also in this issue...
e The stories behind our Jubilee stones

* Managing land for the benefit of wildlife
* A trip to the House of Lords

Plus our regular features...

Chris Brown reports on the disease
affecting our ash trees.

Jim Hetherington goes batty!

Our Curvaceous Cook serves up another
festive treat.

...plus alf the news from our churches,
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.

Front cover

A seasonal iflustration
by Michael Spark.




THE PARISH COUNCIL

Tha Parish Council will be subymitting it
armial precept demand to Chiftern Distrct
Courmed shortly and we will be halding

thiz ta the currant level of £9, 800 and not
asking for an fncrease, This means that we
will have to be sxfra careful how we spend
our funding, a5 ane definite increase in our
spend next yoar will be the amptying costs
for the second dog waste bin.

peaking of which, | am delighted 1o
Su.nnnunce that the dog waste bin

wie ordered in the summer armived at
kong last and was imstalled at the end of
October. It is situated by the Aoticeboard
and IFtter bin b tha car pork at the Cricket
Cluby and, wisan | inspected just a week
after installation, itwas already half full,
showing that dog walkers hawve been very
quick to make use of it I you do walk dogs
in that area, do please remember to wsa itk
Its puschase was parthy funded by the HOCPS
and the Cricket Club, both having an interest
in the imreediate area, bt the council wiil
pick up the annual emptying fea,

Higibwrarys work will sbow wp and
probably cease entiraly for some time over
the winter [ the weather is too had to do
any bl the mast impartant emergency
work, Howeser, | da think that this winter
we have better roads due to a pothobe btz
and a ot of road patching this summer and
autumrn.

Golng foreard, this parish has the
chance to nominate its worst ronds for
repairs andar ressrfaciag in 2013, After a
Trarsport for Bucks (TT8) meeting at Bucks
CC in Decomber {at waivich our coundillor,
Tricia Birchlay, will be present) we will ko
o successful we have been in aur bid,
Char pumtber one priority & the stretch of
Cholesbury Lane from the school to the Full
Moon, wwhich has been badly damaged and
temiporarily patched in recent years. We
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have atso asked tor other roeds to be taken
It consideration but, as usual, money |s
severely [bmited and there are many hands
reaching fof the same pot, Rest axyured that
vt are following the process with an sagle
eye and do not intend to let this parish's
highway issues get lost at County Hall leval.

The grass vorges have been cut for the
last thne this year by Buscks County Counch
contegrtors and they will remain tidy unth
the spring. We do have a few localised
flooding problems which make themmelwei
apparent whenever we have unusually
heavy rain, as in Movemizer, but Jon Dickens
or T8 can arrange emergency drainage
whare necessary, Somatimes more comples
mechanical ditch-digging & required, as
i currently the case in Janking Lane by
Gilberts HilL but Il you do know of any
areas that flood regularly and don't drain
quidkly pleasa let me know, a5 often it can
be remedied by claaring the gullles and
kel weirs of grit and leaves.

We have now completaly sold out of
Diamond Jubilee commemorative bricks
and | am pleased to report that the final
figure the Parish Councl has bean able to
add o its on-going 5t Leonards Parlsh Hall
Payground Fund is 266,83, This is half as
much again as-our budgeted donation of
£500 for this year and there is now over
£2,504 in the dedicated fund,

Finalhy | wish everyone a happy and
peacaful Christmas - and roll an spring!
Susie Bell, Clerk to the Council

TERAOE parish. clerk @12 0ok

Your councillors are:

John Allen, Chalrman: 758085
Miged Blomiield, T5E314
Chis Brown, 756850

Phillp Matthews, TSE205
John Minting, 758206

Framcis Janger, 758767

Liz van Hullen, TSE800
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL

e of the most

successful yaars

in tha history
of Britakn & drawing to
a chese and ["m swure we
all eherish mermories of
the Diarmond Jubiles .
and Cympic Games, The jr
kting on the cake wai
Bradiey Wiggins winning J" ! {
the Towr de Framoe and
thien collecting an Qlymphc gold medal a
fartnight later and Andy Murray golng
o to win the US Open: his first majod
Grand Slam title. But perhaps we should
be taking more pride in the success of the
British athletes who won thelr gold medak
i the rowing events at Dorney Lake, n
Auckingharmihire!

Closer to horne, Steve Morris spoke
recently in Choshem about H52 from a
Government parspective, and it appears
ke {5 closely involved in LK infrastructure
projects since the time when he was
Minister for Transport. (Did you know the
awerage tenure of the MforT since W2
B just 1B months?) His inltial thewghts
canired on the capacity angbe rather than
speed, He was told that the Optimised
Albernative would offar the capacity
envisaged for HA2 at a fraction of the cost
and be operational far guktker. One chink
af light was his support for a bored tunnel
throwgh the Chilterms A0KNE (desplte the
teathing problems currently esperienced
weith Crossrail). He felt this was viable and
that tunnelling meathods wowld Improve
greatly over the next ten years

Ax in previous years, the Government's
firal financial settlement for local
governmeant fior 2071374 is undikaly 1o
be known until Christmas waek, We are
fortunate in Chittern District to have some
af the langest life spans In Britaln, but ve
said before: unless we manage the costs
of prople who need council supporl with

their lives carefully, there b5 a danger that

@ hegh percentage of Councl Tax will be
spent on their care needs. The County
Council is ahead of the feld In announong
Prevention Mattars, a service to enzhle
pecple to be supported in the cammunity,
reducing the need for health and social care
sapvlces. Wie can polnt them (n the direction
of local sctivities and sarvices 1o enabde
them to bead sotiahle and Independent
lives, Valunteers will be key to success and
the pub lunch stheme organised by the
Hilltop Villages Good Neighbours Graup
and the church tea afternoons are arast
examples of commun ity splrit:

Boundary changes announced (n 201112
rmean that Chiltern Rldges Divislon i
changing by almost 50 per c2nt, gaining
Lowndes and Asheridge Vale wards in
Chesham and lesing Litthe Kingshil and
Little Mesanden. This involved reselection
for the Conservative County Councll
candidete and | was ovepstelmed hj‘ the
support shown by local members of the
Party. | pledge to continus: to do my beit 1o
support your interests at County Hall if you
re-elect me In May | think you know | have
the energy and detarminathon to make
things happen fast!

Finally, | hope you all have a very
erijayabde Christrnas with family and
friends, Soon after this newsletter s
published, some of us will be folkmaing
reowd o Ui W52 Jedickal Rewiews, which ara
chue o be herd in the High Cowrt from 3
Crecomber, and anticipating the outcomes
in the Maw Yearl
Tricia Birchiey (Chiltern Ridges Divisicn)
0129 627138




Future Olympians?

HAWRIDGE & CHOLESBURY C of E SCHOOL

The Autumn term began with us playing
catch-up with a couple of events
postponed from the Summer term due to
the poor weather. On 12 September our all
new and improved Sports Day reintroduced
competitive sports and was enjoyed by the
children, staff and parents -nothing was
as competitive as the parents’ race! The
PSA hosted a successful Family BBQ in the
school grounds.
here have been book exchanges,
organised by Miss Wilmshurst, for
children and adults to exchange freely
books they have read.
The range of after-school clubs is
ever expanding, enriching our learning
environment. The Year 5/6 Cookery Club
was oversubscribed, as was the Drawing

Club and we were lucky enough to
welcome Mrs Sallie Bright (nutritional
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therapist) who came to talk about healthy
packed lunches. Those parents who
attended benefited from her knowledge
and we hope, if she comes again, more
parents will come along and hear what she
has to say. A healthy lunch can improve
concentration, help your child to flourish
and ultimately improve performance in
school.

The biggest innovation created by Miss
Bramble and her team has been the new
creative curriculum. Judging by the buzz
from the staff and children, this will lead
to great things. The year groups have
been paired, except for Windmills, and
have chosen a book as a theme. Using
this as a starting point, the curriculum has
been rolled out to include literacy, maths,
science, art, PE, RE and much more. The
classrooms look amazing, school visits
have been inspiring and this is just the
beginning!

As an example, Years 3 and 4 have
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chosen Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.
They had a letter from Willie Wonka
inviting them to a chocolate factory in
Chesham, where they were greeted by
two Compa Loompa’s, and will also visit a
certain museum in Aylesbury. In December
they will make sweets and chocolates for
sale to pupils and parents. There are many
things planned but, as we hope to keep an
element of surprise, they will have to be
reported at a later date.

The annual Christmas Bazaar will take
place on Saturday 8 December. Please come
along and enjoy the festivities. There will
be a range of stalls, carol singing, Santa’s
grotto and a children’s room, manned by
the staff, where children can choose a gift
and have it wrapped and labelled, all in
secrecy.

The Nativity Play this year is being
written and produced by Miss Wilmshurst
and Mrs Davey based on their chosen text
of the Jolly Postman, and | look forward
to seeing how the Jolly Postman ends up

- =calill

Willie Wonka delights Years 3and4
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in Bethlehem! The performances will take
place on 11 and 12 December: tickets are
limited so book early. Qur carol service will
take place on 20 December and the PSA will
host our Christmas lunch on the same day.

As you can see, this is a very busy term
and we owe thanks to all staff and the PSA
for making the learning experience at H
and C so special. Miss Bramble leads tours
of the school on alternate Wednesdays
during term time and we welcome
prospective parents and visitors from the
community to come and see our fantastic
school.

We now welcome bockings for the hall
and kitchen for all your local functions and
celebrations. The new facilities make the
school a fabulous venue.

Finally, there are vacancies for lunchtime
supervisors, both paid and voluntary -
contact the school office if you can help.

Judy Joseph, Vice Chair Governing Body




LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP

aving kicked
H off our season
with two

excellent talks, at which
| was pleased to see so
many new faces from
around the villages, we continue our 50th
Season with our next meeting on Friday
7 December with Mike Farley, who is a
former Bucks County Archaeologist and
also a nationally renowned expert on Saxon
and Medieval England. As we have in our
midst one of the finest examples of an Iron
Age hill fort in southeast England and also
the remnants of some medieval ramparts
close by, it is most applicable that Mike is
talking to us on Moats, Motts and Castles in
Buckinghamshire
We start the New Year with two further
talks on themes very much local to our
area. You may have seen the government’s
announcement of the forthcoming
commemoration of The First World War.
Well, on Friday 4 January we get this
underway on a local basis with a talk
entitled The Lee in World War |. Local
historian, Mike Senior, will be our speaker.
The following month, on Friday 1
February, we go no further than a 'brick’s
throw' to hear from another local, Jim
Matthews, on Local Brickmaking. The

DIGITAL * PRINT « COPY « PHOTO

High quality litho and digital printing,
reports, manuals, digital copying,

business stationery, wedding stationery
plan printing, photographic services
and much more.

‘ www.orbitpress.co.uk

3 17 Markel Squere, Cheshom, HPS THG
QO pf'CSS 01494 778053  infoiarbitpress.co,uk

Chiltern Hills may be known for its chalk,
but without the presence of good quality
reserves of clay the people and the local
economy would be all the poorer.

Meetings start at 8.15 sharp and all three
are at St Leonards Parish Hall, which will be
open from 8pm.

You don't have to be a history buff to
enjoy our talks, so if you are new to the
area or have just not got around to coming
along before now, why not join us at a
meeting, just £3 on the night. Alternatively
annual membership is great value at £8
for adults and free for those 16 years
and under. With eight evening meetings,
normally on the first Friday of the month,
plus a newsletter, other member events and
access to our archive of photographs and
other material documenting the history of
the houses, people and events in the Hilltop
Villages, there is something of interest on
offer for everyone.

Chris Brown 758890

RICHARD ROBINSON
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

* Free Estimates
* Established 35 years

1
* Local Tradesman 1

Specialist in hanging all paper
types

Tel. 01442 825254
Mob. 07749 010358
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CHOLESBURY cum
ST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY

After weeks of rain, putting the garden to
bed for the winter has been a priority for
all of us over the past month. The nights
are drawing in and we certainly seem to be
moving towards winter.

here has been a lot of coverage
Trecently of ash dieback or ‘Chalara

fraxinea’ (See Nature Notes). This
disease threatens to devastate Britain’'s 80
million ash trees, having already destroyed
90% of those in Denmark. | have a personal
interest in this issue as we have a large ash
tree in our garden.

The disease affects trees of all ages but
it does not affect Mountain ash (Sorbus
aucuparia). Young trees can be killed in one
season and older trees tend to succumb
after several seasons of infection. The Defra
chief scientist has stated that we should not
rush to cut down mature trees but keep
up the survey work and identify where the
disease has spread and where it is resistant.

Leaves from an infected tree often
suffer from wilting and black or brown
discolouration. In severe cases the entire
crown may succumb to the disease, with
shoots, twigs and branches dying back.

On stems, if the bark is peeled, the wood
underneath has a brownish to grey
discolouration.

What do you do if you suspect

ash dieback?

You need to report suspected cases of

ash dieback by contacting the Food and
Environment Agency on 01904 465625 or
the Forestry Commission on 0131 314 6414.
The Forestry Commission has a guide to the
disease which you can download.
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Top tips to be getting on with over the

next month

e Place bricks under pots to prevent

waterlogging.

Tidy and cut back the dead stems of your

perennials.

Clear top growth of annual climbers.

* Prune climbing and rambling roses and
shorten tall stems on standard roses.

e Order bare rooted roses for planting in
the winter.

* Move wrongly positioned shrubs.

» Check your winter protection for outside
taps, and check any tender plants have
been covered or brought indoors.

= Start reducing the watering of
houseplants.

» Send off for seed catalogues to plan
spring sowings.

¢ December is a good time to take
hardwood cuttings such as dogwood,
willow, forsythia and philadelphus.

* Prune open grown apples and pears (but
not those trained against walls).

* Prune acers, birches and vines before
Christmas to avoid bleeding.

L]

Finally, after all this hard work we wish you
a peaceful Christmas and look forward to
seeing you again next year.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Barbara Baddon

Learning Difficulties
Teacher

Oftering one-to-one or
small group help and advice.

For more information or to arrange
an il'l"l'l"}du(’.rﬂr}’ i_.!!nsl.llf."lr.lﬂﬂ_. contace:

Graine Hyslop

I 7

M: 07841 986531 E: grainch@y:



HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
COMMONS
PRESERVATION
SOCIETY

Jubilee Memorial unveiling
Arrangements are in hand for the re-
positioning of the Pudding Stones and
the commemorative plaque is ready to be
attached to one of the stones. On Sunday
9 December at 11am we will have a short
ceremony to unveil the memorial on the
site of the Jubilee Beacon and we hope to
see you there. Afterwards, we will adjourn
to the Full Moon for celebratory mulled
wine to toast Her Majesty. Our thanks

to Philip Matthews and John Caple for
moving the stones and to John Kilpatrick
for affixing the plaque. We are also very
grateful to the Parish Council for their
donation towards the plaque.

AGM

Our AGM was held on 20 November. A
report of the proceedings will be included
in the next edition of Hilltop News.
Annual subscriptions of £10 per member
became due at the AGM and may be paid
to our treasurer, Ben Lewis, 7 Sandpit Hill
Cottages, Cholesbury Lane, Cholesbury
HP23 6NF (758843). Ben can also provide
you with an email form if you wish to pay
by Standing Order. He can be contacted by
email at lewis.cholesbury@gmail.com

As always, membership subscriptions
form a large and important part of our
income for the year. Although much of
the work on the Commons is done by the
working parties, there are a number of
ongoing expenses and your subscriptions
help pay for such necessities as rolling

of the bracken to make it less vigorous;
cutting and collection of the grassy areas
to help encourage native wildflowers and
grasses; renewing signs; insurance for the
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tractor and public liability; equipment
maintenance; and the many other sundry
expenses which regularly crop up. All of this
is necessary to keep the Commons as the
wonderful amenity which we have on our
doorsteps.

We welcome members from anywhere in
the area though only residents of Hawridge
and Cholesbury are allowed to vote,
according to our rules. However, since we
hardly ever vote, this isn't really an issue,

Fungus walks

Clive Carey kindly led two fungus walks
at the top of Hawridge Hill on 21 and 28
October. It was amazing how different
the species were in the space of only one
week. On each occasion Clive started by
showing some of the fruits of his foraging
beforehand and he gave us very useful
tips on identification; what to avoid; their
sometimes quite distinctive smells; how to
cook the edible varieties: and he dispelled
some of the myths such as not taking too
many from one spot.

Although there were only a few of us
at the first of the walks, there were nearly
thirty at the second. Whilst it is good to
see so much local enthusiasm for fungi, at
any future walks we will try to limit the
numbers so that participants are able to
see and hear better. Fortunately, Clive is
happy to run more than one walk. We do
very much appreciate the time and effort
that he put in to share his expertise with us.

Thank you, Clive.

R. B. HORN

Tree, Landscape, Garden & Fencing
Contractor = Logs & Wood Chippings
13 Lansdowne Road

Chosham Tel 01494 773816

Bucks HP5 2BA Mob. 07974 359869
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Horse Rides

We are also very grateful to Peter Hall for
erecting the new signs on the Commons.
Hopefully, this will help reduce the numbers
of riders who stray onto the walking tracks.

Working Parties

After successful working parties on the
pond and at the top of Ray's Hill, the first
working party in November was called

off due to the appalling rain. This is very
unusual. Our hardy volunteers are out

in most weathers and they deserve our
appreciation for the hard work that they do.

The last working party of the year will
meet on 2 December on the bottom ride
near to Cholesbury Bottom, when they
will be clearing up the fallen apple and
hawthorn trees. The working parties will
resume on 6 January beside Mermaid
Cottage, opposite the Full Moon, where
we will be removing some of the clumps of
gorse and other scrub to keep the grassland
open. There will be a bonfire. Further
working parties will be held every fortnight
until the end of March. Details will be
advertised on the New Grapevine and in
the next Hilltop News.

Members of the Get Out There Project
hope to come again in mid — November and
will work on the blackthorn on the bottom
ride near to Horse Block Lane. Again, we
are very fortunate in having their help.

ﬁ] ' ELLIOTT FLOORING

Carpets supplied and professionally fitted

® Sample service, lo view in the comfort of your
home/office

® Carpet maintenance, cleaning service

® Carpet whipping - edging mats, stair runners elc.

® Free eslimates, measuring & advice

® QOver 20 years experience
TEL & FAX: Cholesbury (01494) 758855
Mobile: (07836) 315333
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In the past, they have done a great deal

to help clear the gorse from the heather
regeneration area. This is very hard work
for anyone, but especially for those who are
not used to this type of work. The Get Out
There Project is a very worthwhile scheme
helping people from London experience
new and different work and environments.
We hope that, after their hard work, they
will have time to see some of the fungi and
other aspects of the Commons.

Ash dieback

We are obviously concerned about the
spread of this wind-borne disease and

will remain vigilant so that we can inform
the relevant authorities should we be
unfortunate enough to find evidence of it
on the Commons.

Butterfly Cards

On a happier note, if you are having
problems sorting out some Christmas gifts,
remember that our cards make a delightful
present. They are available from Sue Phillips
(757202).

Lindsay Griffin

Village Housekeepers
Ironing Service!

=

FREE collection and return

Call

FIONA
on
01296 625433 Mob: 07922 259360
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&b quiz for Chyristmas

Get in the mood for the festive season @ trying to answer as
many of the feﬂewfng questions about Christmas.

¢bnswers on page 248,

{. @hat is the Biggest selling Christmas single recerd ever?
Q. Kiriss Kringle is Santa’s name in which country?

3. @fo Banned Christmas festivities in 16477

hich of Rudslphis reindeers has the name of another animal?
Zn which year was the Queen’s seech first televised”?

o o &

From the song Twelve Days of Christmas. what was given on
the Oth Day?

@hat did St Francis of €bssisi introduce to Christmas?
8. @Dfich singing groug fiold the record for most Kmas number singles’?

oY

9. Victorian gostmen were commeng called what Because of their

red uniforms? e

19. @hich country sends a Christmas tree to Honden each year
to thank Britain for its elg in Corld Car TL?
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Cherry Tree House Residential Care Home

* Cherry Tree House is a
residential care home for
the elderly.

« We offer a high standard
i : . - of care in a homely,
ﬁ_[ : ] comfortable environment.
g - v « We are close to Wendover
: town centre, yet the home
|

300

is secluded and tranquil
with its own large garden.

« We serve excellent
! cuisine using fresh local
ingredients wherever

49 Dobbins Lane, Wendover, HP22 6DH possible.

tel: 01296 623350
For an informal chat and

further details, please
contact our manager or
visit our website.

www.cherrytreehouseresidentialhome.co.uk

‘1_4;. 10 aatalktalkb

Manager: Mrs A Bransby

cheshamprep.co.uk

Tel 01494 782619 | www.cheshamprep.co.uk | Email regis

Two Dells Lane, Chesham, Buckinghamshire HP5 3G F

Hilltop News
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ST LEONARDS PARISH HALL

The Parish Hall Committee intends to
appoint a Hall Manager who will be
responsible for ensuring that the hall is
maintained in good condition and is ready
for use by hirers.

The hall is used on a daily basis by regular
hirers, who can usually be relied upon

to leave the hall in good condition. It is
also used by occasional hirers for family
functions, exhibitions, concerts etc.

Main functions of the job are to:

* Ensure that the hall is clean and fit for use
by hirers.

= Ensure that hirers leave the hall as they
found it.

» Carry out minor maintenance including
light bulbs, minor plumbing and heating
problems.

* |dentify work to be done by outside
contractors and advising the Committee.

* Monitor the hall user report book to
identify items requiring action.

* Carry out a weekly inspection of the
playground and fire alarm system.

We envisage a requirement of

approximately two hours per week.

Note that general cleaning is done

separately and does not form part of this

job.

This is a paid position: terms to be agreed

with the successful applicant.

Applicants should apply to me at dfclarke@
btinternet.com or phone 758567.

The Hall Committee is also looking for a
new Bookings Secretary to replace Sandy
Clarke, who has done this job for the past
four years.

Dave Clarke

Chairman, Management Committee

3-D CARPENTRY

SPECIALIST IN

S
BEDROOM AND KITCHEN
DESIGN ‘.9

DANIEL FIBUCH b

Quality work by friendly, experienced
tradesman.
All types of windows, kitchen
fittings, doors, floors clso considered ||

245 Bellingdon Road, Chesham, Bucks 4
HP5 2NS 1
Tel: 01494 259904 (new numberl) I
Mobile: 07833 677400 i
E-mail: fibuchthe@hotmail.com

R S e A — Wl = A el 1

)(ﬁrwm- /;L: /M’/&

Yo-yo dieting, overweight
...it’s time for a change!

Using various tools and
techniques such as hypnotherapy
and coaching you can transform
the way you think and feel about
food and yourself forever.

Call Sue Wayne 01494 758866

Can also treat other fears and phobias
using hypnotherapy

% T
www.karunaaspire.com %
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.L.

he W year is drawing to a close and in
l December we shall have our Christmas
meeting, which is for members and
invited guests.

We welcome in the New Year by meeting
again on Monday 21 January and one of
our own members, Paddy Thomas, will be
speaking about the County WI archives,
which are held in the Stuart Lodge office at
High Wycombe. Paddy has been working
with the archives together with fellow
member from Flackwell Heath Evening
WI, Elizabeth Dinnage, who will also be
speaking. They have called their talk "The
Bucks Federation Archives - Heirlooms and
Past Glories’. They will bring some of these
heirlooms along and there should be some
interesting stories to hear.

At the Annual Meeting in October, Carol
Henry was re-elected as our President.
Please phone her on 758435 for more
information about WI and our activities.

f)outh of France, (ote dazur

Beauti{:ui old stone house origm;a“j.}
an old alive mill located in a small cIuir:.t

square below the ruined castle walls

of Ca"as in the \/ar.

f)lecps 4 guests, furnished to a ]1i5|~|
standard, roof terrace with stunning
view across the vincqards towards

the sea at I:réjus,

Fora colour brochure Plcasc call
Teho1494 837122
e email: booth tilia@btinternet.com
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NEIGHBOURHOO
WATCH

Police advise a number of
ways to protect your home:

* Visit a local retailer
to pick up a 24-hour
segment timer for under
£5. The timer can be used with a lamp,
radio or TV to give the impression that
someone is at home.

Mark your valuables with your house
number and postcode using a UV
pen. If you do not have one you can
request a free UV pen by contacting
the Community Safety Team on 01494
732089.

Register your valuables via
www.immobilise.com. This is free and
takes just a few minutes. If your valuables
are stolen, it will allow you to tel! the
police, your insurer and the second-hand
trade, assist in recovering your property
and catch the thief.

Keep valuables out of sight.

Lock your doors and windows. If you have
a UPVC door make sure you have double
locked it.

sheds and outhouse burglaries have
increased across the Thames Valley
region. Thames Valley Neighbourhood
Watch Association has a new padlock
alarm which has a 110-decibel siren. If
tampered with it lets out short sharp
beeps, and if continually tampered will
send out a very loud siren. It is operated
by a battery keypad, is weather resistant
with a zinc alloy hardened shackle and
costs £14.00.

For further crime reduction advice you
can visit the Thames Valley Police website,
or call 101 and ask to speak to a Crime
Reduction Adviser via the 24-hour Police
Enquiry Centre.

Shirley Blomfield 758314
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Not at all batty

...the only flying mammals

Many people dislike and have an irrational
fear of bats. Revulsion is probably
compounded by the creature’s peculiar
shape, by the fact that it is nocturnal

and by its association with black magic
and Count Dracula. Popular sayings are
generally misconceptions: bats are not
blind or batty, nor do they suck blood or
seek to entangle themselves in your hair.
They are harmless and very interesting
flying mammals that can play a useful role
in controlling harmful insects.

here are about a thousand different
Tspecies world-wide but only about

thirty in Europe and still fewer in
Britain, where only sixteen species live
and breed. All our bats are suffering from
the decline in habitat and food supply
and some are not far from extinction.
Crop spraying not only kills insects but
contaminates the survivors: bats die from
eating accumulated poisons or their ability
to breed can be impaired. How often
have we come across cases where man's
intervention has impacted our animal
populations?

Bats belong to the order Chiroptera,
(literally hand-wing) and, despite their
strange appearance, are not much different
in structure from other mammals. The
German name fledermaus (flying mouse) is
misleading for bats are more closely related
to humans than to mice. In a bat's forelimb,
the four digits or fingers are greatly
extended to carry the wing membrane
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between them. The fifth digit, or thumb,

is not linked to the membrane and has a
large claw that is used to hang or pull itself
along. The wing stretches to meet the hind
legs on each side: these legs are little used
and therefore poorly developed. Unlike
birds, bats fly by flapping the outstretched
digits, not the entire forelimbs.

All British bats feed on insects after
dark. When flying fast at night, twisting
and turning in the gloom, they manage to
avoid obstacles and track down their prey
by means of an elaborate echolocation
system. Ordinary bats emit sounds through
the nose or mouth depending on the
species. These ultrasonic sounds (not the
squeaks we sometimes hear) are reflected
so rapidly that the sender can detect if an
object is soft or hard, stationary or moving.
If the object is travelling, bats can tell how
fast and in what direction: insect prey is
very precisely detected and despatched.
Some bat species have developed enlarged
ears for improved reception of the high
frequency echoes. One can buy a bat
detector that not only converts bat calls to
frequencies we can hear but also enables
the hearer to differentiate between the
different bat species operating at different
frequencies.

Because flying burns up a lot of energy,
bats need to consume a phenomenal
number of insects — up to a third of its
body weight daily. The pipistrelle, the most
common and smallest of our bats (with
wings folded it can fit into a matchbox)
can put away as many as 3,000 insects in a
single night!
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As autumn
progresses, bats build up their
weight by piling on fat. When the weather
turns cold and insects become scarce, they
seek suitable hibernation quarters: cool
places with a stable temperature. Bats then
conserve energy by lowering their blood
temperature and slowing their metabolism
so that they can survive weeks or months
without food, living on accumulated fat.

Before hibernating, bats will have
mated. Females have a unique form of
delayed fertilisation. They keep the male
sperm separate from their eggs and avoid
ovulating until they know they will be
strong enough to sustain a forthcoming
pregnancy. They are not alone in doing this:
I am reminded that badgers, and about one
hundred other mammals, can control the
timing of birth and thereby lengthen the
gestation period.

Bats can live for twenty years but do not
multiply rapidly. The female is at least three
years old before she begins producing. She
then gives birth to just a single pup and
she may then go on to have two further
litters that year, When the pup is born, it
can weigh as much as one quarter of its
mother’s body weight — the equivalent of
a woman weighing 60kg producing a child
of 15kg! As the female bat has to fly while
pregnant it is small wonder that she decides
to have her young one at a time! The bat
suckles her pup for three to four weeks
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before
it is ready
to fly and
catch its own
insect prey.
Before the pup is
'fledged’, the mother
will sometimes carry it on
her flight, the pup clinging
to her body. In the summer,
female pipistrelles congregate
with their pups in nursery
colonies that can number over a
hundred, while the males club together
elsewhere, keeping out of trouble!

The Bat Conservancy Trust (BCT), formed
in 1990, is a British charity dedicated to
the conservation of bats and their habitat.
It runs a National Bat Helpline (0845 1300
228) providing information to anyone
seeking advice on issues relating to bats
which are, of course, strictly protected
animals. Although bats do not make a
nest, they do need roosting sites. Bat boxes
are artificial roosts designed to encourage
bats into areas where roosts are rare. The
BCT website illustrates a range of boxes
that one can make or buy. These include
more sophisticated versions that can be
integrated into a wall or facade of a
building.

It is some years since our own bat box
was occupied, | suspect that we are not
alone and that this is yet another indicator
that there has been a seemingly inexorable
decline in the number and species of
animals living in our lovely villages.

I should welcome any suggestions from
readers on future subject matter; this
article completes ten years of writing about
Hilltop creatures and | am running out of
ideas!

Jim Hetherington (758836)



JOIN US AT THE ROSE & CROWN TO ENJOY
FRESHLY COOKED TRADITIONAL CUISINE
LOCAL CASK CONDITIONED REAL ALES
REAL CTDER & PERRY
EXTENSTVE WINE LIST BY THE GLASS OR BOTTLE

PLEASE SEE CLIR WEBSITE FOR DPENING TIMES,
EVENTS & PROMOTIONS

THE ROsE e CROWM, VALE ROl HAWRIDIGE. NEAR CHESHAM, BUCKS, HPS 200
DL 1494 TSRMAL W R AN DG RUWRELAWREDG EECR R

SELF EMPLOYED

V.A.TRETURNS

SELF ASSESSMENT
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Bridgeson & Co

ACCOUNTANTS, TAX CONSULTANTS AND BUSINESS ADVISORS

- FREE CONSULTATION-

31A HIGH STREET, CHESHAM

01494 791660

Wanted -

dog lovers seeking:
Exercise, qxanionship and so much more

Its great fun being a hast for Barking Mad

All of the benefits of dog awnership
without the emotional or financial

commitment

Visiting dogs are carefully matched

ta your home environment Home From Hown Pet Care

To find outhaw to become & Host please contart. Loulse Claremont
Tel: 01494 776990 louise.claremont@barkingmad.uk.com
" A franchise awrned and operated under licence by Louise Ciaremont

waww.barkingmad.uk.com

. SMALL BUSINESSES
o TAX RETURNS

PAXN.E

Hifltop News

BALLROOM DANCING CLASSES

i Aﬁkﬂm@ _[i;D | Have started again!

Free estimates 8pm on Thursdays

All types of roofing work : ST LEONARDS PARISH HALL
Local business , recommendations great fun ﬂ!”"d good exercise -

- available Ho experience necessary!

for more details call

Carol Henry on
01494 758435

Phone: 01494 758269 or 07850876742

E-mail: stevenatkins59@yahoo.co.uk

— e

C.A. HORN UPHOLSTERER
Chesham
Antiques & Modern
Enquiries and/or advice contact
Clive Horn

01494 792751 - Workshop
782886 - Home

N
4 For a friendly, personal and
Eij\fef!?ﬂ'f professional service

Tree Care

CLEAN LOO’s FOR
ALL OCCASIONS Landscaping

Landscaping

Smart . Clean . Discreet

Portable Toilets for Short and Long Term g Puly Qualitind & Istired
Setviced Hire Decking Tree Removal/Felling
Any Event  Any Quantity Clivesgys Tres Shuping
The Cleanest Toilets at Turfing Deadwood Removol
Competitive Prices Fencing Reduction/Liffing/Thinning
Full Flushing Toilets Paths & Patios Stump Grinding
Weckly Service Guaranteed Brick Work Tree House Construction

Ground Clearance Fire Wood for Sale

Contact: Rian Murphy

For a free consultafion and quote for your next project

Tel/Fax: 01442 825176
Mobile: 07900 006246

www.silverleaklandscaping.co.uk

Mains Toilets
HSE Approved Hotwashes

01494 783240
www.mtloos.co.uk
Nut Hazel Cross Farm, The Vale, Iawridge,
Chesham, Bucks. HPS 3NUJ
info(@mtloos.co.uk

\_ 6 Danvers Croft, Tring J
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
CRICKET CLUB

number
of season-
ending

events brought
the 2012 cricket
year to a successful
end. Firstly, the
Colts finished their

season with a highly FOUNDED 1888

enjoyable Parent/
Child Six-a-Side tournament in early
September. Over 80 people participated in a
highly exciting event, which finished in the
near dark. This was followed by awards for
the best players of the season, presented by
each of the team coaches. These were to...

Under 10 (Manager: Andy Holdsworth)
Batting: Luke Barker
Bowling: Archer Holdsworth
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Under 11 (Manager: lan Hames)

Batting: Kaleen Butt

Bowling: Henry Matthews

Under 12 (Manager: Dave Timmins)

Best overall player: George Stay
Most improved Batter: Daniel Stokes
Most improved Bowler:  Christopher
Timmins

Under 13 (Manager: Digger Reading)
All rounder: Andrew Taylor

A special fielding prize went to Max
Collins who, although only 10, had an
outstanding season as wicketkeeper, often
playing for age groups above his own:
clearly a talent to be nurtured.

Overall, this has been a wonderful
season for the Colts. Outgoing head coach
Digger Reading and his team of managers
deserve the highest praise.

For the seniors, the awards evening
kicked off with a highly insightful and
topical presentation on the 2012 Olympics,
by club member Andy Halliday, who also
happens to be the Great Britain Men’s
Hockey Manager. In addition, Phil Wright
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ran one of his famous quizzes.

Winners of the awards were...
Best Batsman: Sean Robinson

Best Bowler: James Cath
Best Fielder: Ben Drane
Players’ Player:  lan Hames

A special mention also went to Alex Neal
for his fantastic final six to win the final
tour match in the New Forest in July.

The final event of the season before
the AGM was a club Greek Night on 24
November, held in place of the Dinner
Dance, which was not well attended in 2011.

Please note that the AGM is on Thursday
6 December, starting at 8pm. Only fully
paid-up senior club members have the right
to vote, but all current and prospective
members are welcome to attend. With an
expected return to the Mid Bucks League in
2013, this is an important meeting.

Use your club or lose it!

Brian Ralphs, Chairman, Hawridge &
Cholesbury Cricket Club
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The

Blindman

Curtain and Blind Specialists

Curtains . Poles . Tie Backs . Cushions
Roller . Pleated . Woodslat
Woven . Vertical . Venetian

Huge choice of fabric
or supply your own

Free friendly advice and quotation in the comfort
of your own home

01442 822 055 & 07767 783 955

www.theblindman.uk.com

Two Tl:ustees \eoud P
Required - Norsg Home

to join the Trustee Body
of a local nursing home.
A background in finance, law,
marketing or fund raising would be
useful.

These roles do not require
a huge time commitment.

Are you interested?

Please contact Dawn Coleman,
Administrator on 01296 625188
or email
enquiries@leonardpulham.co.uk
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Hawridge and Cholesbury Common is
unusual in having two boundary markers.
One smaller one lies along the footpath

at the bottom of the Common. It is about
two feet high and simply states ‘Hawridge
Parish’ on the south side and ‘Cholesbury
Parish’ on the north side.

larger boundary stone stands on the
ACommon opposite the Full Moon.

This was erected to commemorate
Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee of 1897,
although it was not in place until the
following year. The Victorian lettering
is nearly illegible now, but a new plague
was added in 1999 to mark the end of the
millennium. The following appeared on the
pages of the Bucks Herald at the time of
the Jubilee...

‘Diamond Jubilee celebrations...

In June 1897 the two parishes of Hawridge
and Cholesbury set up a common fund to
celebrate the Diamond Jubilee. There was
a dinner and tea for every parishioner with
the catering done by the publicans: Messrs
James Pallett of the ‘Bricklayers Arms’,
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The smaller boundary stone

John Bishop of the ‘King’s Head' and Harry
Wright of ‘The Moon'. A huge tent which
held nearly 400 people was decorated in
red, white and blue crinkled paper, and the
tables were bright with flowers, A sports
afternoon was held with many prizes.
These included a mile race which was won
by F. Baldwin who ran it in 5 minutes and
25 seconds. There was a Hawridge versus
Cholesbury tug of war, won by Cholesbury.
In the evening the Common was lit up with
Bengal lights, and a huge bonfire was lit,
and the party ceased at midnight.’

(Bucks Herald 26 June 1897)

‘Diamond Jubilee stone...
In June 1898 the Hawridge and Cholesbury
Jubilee Committee wrote to the Highway
Committee of Aylesbury Rural District
Council asking permission to erect “a
monumental jubilee boundary stone
on the Common, 45 feet from the road
leading from Cholesbury to Hawridge”. The
committee raised no objection.’
(Bucks Herald 2 July 1898)

‘The Diamond Jubilee boundary stone
was erected and dedicated on Monday 25
July 1898 at 5pm. The stone was paid for
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by the Hawridge and Cholesbury Jubilee
Committee with money left over from

the events the previous year. Mr Henry J.
Turner of Braziers End, the Chairman of the
Committee, gave a speech and donated
the stone to the public on behalf of the
Jubilee Committee. Further words were
then given by the Rev William Smith Norris,
Rector of Hawridge Church, and two local
farmers: Mr John Newman Hobbs and Mr
William Darvill. The National Anthem was
then played by the St Leonards band under
bandmaster Mr Gurney. Mr Turner also
presented each village with a Diamond
Jubilee mug.'

(Bucks Herald Saturday 30 July 1898.)

Our thanks to faith heritage writer Neil
Rees for sending us these newspaper reports.
The Chairman of our Local History Group,
Chris Brown, adds the following background
to the Jubilee celebrations of 1897...

For much of the 60 years preceding

the Diamond Jubilee, Victorian social
reformers had been striving to address the
deprivation suffered by the poor. These
honourable ambitions were only just
starting to make a difference to the lives of
the poorest villagers.

On the one hand there were a few
well-off families, including the Lord of
the Manor, who in turn were beginning
to employ a few locals as servants. In
contrast, many locals were still suffering the
same hardship and deprivation that had
blighted the communities for many years.

FOR SALE
@ CHICKENS
6 varelies from a few weeks old to point of lay,

according to availability

AND DUCKS
Muscovy, Aylesbury, Khaki & White Campbell,

Appleyards and Call Ducks
For more information a§
Contact; 01494 776151
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The Diamond Jubilee stone

Casual labouring work on the land and
straw plaiting could not provide families
with a living wage and several still relied
on periodic payouts from the Parish, in
return for which they did menial work
such as stone breaking or road mending.
Alternatively they could look forward to a
period in the Aylesbury Union Workhouse.
Cholesbury Parish had itself become
bankrupt in the 1830s, having been unable
to raise sufficient income from landowners
to pay ‘poor relief.’

So Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee
celebrations were not only seen as the
commemoration of the life of a dearly
loved monarch, but a rare opportunity for
local people to forget their troubles, uplift
their spirits for a short while at least, and
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enjoy a hearty meal and festivities paid for
by their better-off neighbours. In addition
to the events reported above there was

a church service at noon, a cricket match
between married and single men, children
received gifts and school prizes and an oak
tree was planted. The villagers, rich and
poor, sat down as one community for a
sumptuous tea, with a rousing speech from
the Lord of the Manor. Fireworks followed
as tradition demands.

Victoria's Diamond Jubilee stone is a
tangible reminder of all these events. One
hundred and four years later, on Sunday
9 December this year, a new monument
will be unveiled, close to the boundary
stone, to commemorate Queen Elizabeth
II's Diamond Jubilee (see H&CCPS news). In
another one hundred years or so on, what
might local historians remark on life in our
villages in 20127

Lee Patrick

‘GLEEMING’ WINDOWS

Do you need a regular and
reliable window cleaner?

Professional cleaning service
Commercial & Domestic
(lonic Reach & Wash
system available)

Also—Soffits, Facias, Gutters (gutter
clearance) & Conservatory Roofs

For no obligation quote please call
Lee on
Mobile: 07946 891445
Home: 01908 265938

Nursery Tree sales

Buckland Landscapes

Rooted in more than 20 years of landscape design, construction and
maintenance experience, Buckland Landscapes Ltd can bring creativity and
expertise as well as long term maintenance solutions to your landscapes
In addition, we have our own 50 acre open grown tree nursery based in
Bushmead Road, Cublington, Nr Aylesbury.

Our website is comprehensive and very user friendly . Please take a look to see
the full range of services we are able to offer.

Whether you require garden design, hard or soft landscaping, or garden
maintenance, please do not hesitate to contacl our office to arrange a
consultation on: 01296 680350 or email. info@buckland landscapes.couk

info@buckland-landscapes.couk
wwwbuckland-landscapes.couk
Home Farm, 61 The Green, Aston Abbotts, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4LY

Planting Moving Landscape supplies

01296 680350
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Our vulnerable God

by the Reverend
David Burgess

ach Christmas,
E worshipping

the newborn
baby in the manger
is something we
teach our children
from a very early
age. Together with that, quite often, come
early lessons in the care and handling of
baby brothers and sisters: many toddlers
will be facing the situation where they are
no longer the youngest in the family. Some
of them take to this change in their lives
quite easily, others find it harder. Jealousy
and sibling rivalry can show their selves
quite early on.

Babies bounce and are amazingly
resilient at times, but they can be fragile
and vulnerable, as can older children, as can
those young people and adults with special
needs. We shouldn’t need the Jimmy Savile
revelations and stories of the mistreatment
of disabled adults in care homes to remind
us of this, but somehow we’re always taken
aback and brought up short by these sorts
of cases.

I'm no expert, but I'll hazard a guess that
a first-century Palestinian room or shed full
of animals was not the ideal environment
in which to give birth to a baby! Jesus led a
life full of risks, full of vulnerability, and this
pattern was laid down for him right at the
start. Homeless new-born baby, refugee in
fear of his life, itinerant preacher, convicted
criminal... the risks didn’t stop.

I'm always struck by the Bidding Prayer
at the start of the service of Lessons and
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Carols (usually nine of each, but that does
vary!) There are a number of versions

of this prayer, but each has as its centre
section a reminder of Jesus’ humanity and
the fragility of his early life. The modern
version has this to say:

“...lest we forget he was born to
poverty, we remember at this season all
who are hungry or cold. And lest we forget
he became a refugee, we remember now
the stranger and the lonely among us. And
lest we forget he felt the pain of life and
death, we remember now those who are ill,
or anxious, or bereaved.”

It helps us to remember, | think, that
vulnerability is at the centre of the
Christmas message, and indeed at the
centre of Christianity itself. This speaks
to our pride, our self-sufficiency, and our
complacency, and challenges them and us
to the core.

We have a very full Christmas
programme within the four parishes: there
really is something for everyone, and that's
deliberate. Hilltop News gives you the
programme in detail.

Do come and join us as we celebrate the
birth of the God who is at once almighty
and fragile, all-powerful and vulnerable. To
quote the Bidding Prayer again:

“_.. let us in heart and mind go
once again to Bethlehem, to hear the
message of the angels and worship
afresh the Son of God.”

We'd be delighted to see you.
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CHURCH SERVICES - DECEMBER 2012 — JANUARY 2013

St John the Baptist St Leonard’s St Laurence St Mary'’s
DATE DAY 44
THE LEE ST LEONARDS CHOLESBURY HAWRIDGE aaia
8.00 am I Parish
Holy Communion Communion
2D 11.00 am . f i ieti
ec Advent Sunday Matins 11.00 am with Sunday 9.30 am Holy Communion | 9.30am Christingle Mid-week
School Holy Communion

Three Parish th ; z o o 10.00am at The Lee

9 Dec Advent 2 10.00 am Certiioh 50™ Anniversary of John Hull’s Ordination at The Lee 9.30am Holy Communion on First Wednesday

Family Service —

hristi
16 Dec Advent 3 10.00 am Chitinge 3.30 pm Nativity with 6.00 pm Carol service | 11.00am | Parish Communion | Holy Communion,
Carols Y Matins & Evensong
: Book of
23 Dec Advent 4 6.00 pm Carol service 6.00 PM Carol Service 9.00 am E:;:\"é:::;: — Common Prayer
3.30 = g
24 Dec Christmas Eve i Nativity 11.30 pm Midnigr.lt - 5.30 pm Carol Service Parish/Family
Communion
o Shrlt e Communion &
25 Dec Christmas Day | 10.00 am ¢ Bk | 11.15 am rlssma.rt 4 - - 10,00 am Parish Communion Morning Services
ommunion ervice Common Worship
Sunday after - A g ; g :
30 Dec Chrstivias 10.00 am Four Parish Service at Hawridge — ringing-out the old year [said Communion at The Lee at 8.00 am]
8.00 am Holy Communion Parish ; . :
6 Jan Epiphany 10.00 am Matins 11.00 am Communlisii 9.30 am Holy Communion 9.30am Family Service
Bypsisng of Parish Parish
13 Jan Christ/Plough 10.00 am e 6.00 pm 2 10.45 am Matins 9.30am Holy Communion
Communion Communion
Sunday
Family Service at el
20 Jan Epiphany 3 10.00 am Lee Common 11.00 am : Shared Communion with St Leonard’s
; Communion
Methodist Church
27 Jan Epiphany 4 10.00 am Parish 9.00 am Breakfast Service 9.00 am Quiet. 10.45 am Parish Communion
’ Communion Communion
S | PARISH OTTICERS | -
The Revd. David Burgess 01494 837315 g
The Vicarage, The Lee, Great Missenden, Bucks, HP23 9LZ St Leonards
d.burgess@clara.net Gill Fleckney 01494 758895
Parish Secretary ) gillfleckney@hotmail.com
Peggy Sear 01442 863589
peggysear@hotmail.co.uk Hawridge
The Lee Joan Walton 01494 758332
Janet Whittow 01296 624568 Elizabeth Tomlin 01494 758214
Janet.whittow@googlemail.com Cholesbury
Judy Hart wsasaa John Farmer 01494 758715
Judy.hart@virgin.net Jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com
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FROM THE REGISTERS |

ST LEONARDS
Holy Matrimony
29 September 2012 - Natalie Claire Legge and Peter Havelock Marsden

Holy Baptism
4 November 2012 - Cecily Charlotte Nisbet

= |5

CHURCH MATTERS

ST LEONARDS

"My bounty is as
boundless as the sea.
My love as deep...For
both are infinite”

On Saturday 22
September - a glorious late Summer day -
Caroline Coates and Derrick Fuller-Webster
celebrated the Blessing of their Marriage
surrounded by family and friends.

David led a thoughtful service, talking
of the value of love, and the readings and
prayers had a distinct and pertinent naval
theme. Caroline looked wonderful in a
cream jacket and honey-coloured silk dress
with an amazingly pretty hat, whose angle
didn’t waver throughout the day! The
groom looked great too!

A fantastic lunch followed in the Village
Hall (which has never looked quite so
elegant...) with serious but extremely
amusing speeches by the groom, his best
man and his eldest son. The cake was cut
with the P&0O Company’s Officers Sword
and we think the honeymoon was spent
buying cattle in Canada!

We wish them much happiness in their
life together.

Natalie Legge and Peter Marsden
were married in St Leonards Church on
29 September — the third generation of

Caroline and Derrick Fuller-Webster

Natalie’s family to do so. Natalie, who
looked beautiful in a cream satin dress
with a long train, was accompanied by
bridesmaids (and a young page) whose
deep purple dresses echoed the beautiful
flowers throughout the church, which had
been arranged by Natalie's Aunt.

A wonderful poem, The Meaning
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of Marriage’ was read by Daryl Legge.
Peter's grandfather read from the German
author, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, whose last line
encapsulated the entire service - ’It is not
your love that sustains the marriage but
from now on the marriage sustains your
love’. It was truly a family occasion.

There was a marvellous Wedding
Breakfast after the service in a marquee
behind the Village Hall and the young
couple lead the dancing.

Little Bears Pre-S5chool celebrated their
harvest on 9 October, bringing generous
qgifts of food for others less fortunate than
themselves. Their numbers continue to
grow and we continually run out of chairs
in the Church Room afterwards! They join
us again for their Christmas Service, when
Virginia will lead them through the story
of the Nativity. The wonder on the faces of
these young children when they see the crib
revealed for the first time never changes...
it is for them, and indeed for all of us there,
the beginning of Christmas.

Jazz Night — Just over £1,000 was
raised for St Leonards Church when we

Natalie and Peter Marsden
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Lou’s Sextet at the Jazz Night (photo courtesy
of Michael Murdach)

were entertained by Lou’s Sextet on 3
November: a great evening's entertainment
and a delicious supper. Our particular
thanks to Diana Osborne for her excellent
organisation and to Ann Horn and
everyone else who cooked and helped.

On Wednesday 24 October, those at
the Tea Party were delighted to have a
short talk by Tony Thompson. Tony, who
is the Chiltern Prevention and Response
Manager, has a particular interest in rural
communities and spoke in a simple and
friendly way about fire safety in the home.
He explained that arrangements could be
made for a home advice visit and that if an
appliance such as an electric blanket did
not meet the rigid safety standard, it could
be replaced free of charge. We hope that
many of you will have sent off the form he
left behind.

The Christmas Tea Party has been
brought forward to Wednesday 19
December. There will be the usual short
Christmas entertainment in the Church
beforehand so do try and join us! We can
collect you and take you home. Please
contact Anne Lake 01296 620169 or Anne
Butterworth (758700).

On 23 January, Julie Treharne from
Chesham CAB will come to speak briefly
on how older people might save money on
energy bills.
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Cecily Nisbet baptism

We don‘t have a Breakfast Service
in December so the next one will be on
Sunday 27 January.

Alexandra and James Nisbet brought
their second daughter, Cecily, to be
christened on Sunday 4 November. Cecily,
who wore a beautiful Victorian christening
robe, seemed to enjoy her special day
enormously. She was supported by her
little sister, Millie, and her godparents, Jane
Lloyd, Caroline Daly and Jeremy Cottle.
There was a lovely gathering of family and
friends, all of whom returned to Lane End
House for lunch after the service. We are
delighted to welcome another young family
into the village and wish them a long and
happy stay in St Leonards. Millie is already a
keen Sunday-Schooler!

Christmas ...
Sunday 16 December
3.30pm: Family Service and Nativity

Sunday 23 December
6pm: Carol Service

Christmas Eve
11.30pm: Parish Communion

Christmas Day
11am: Christmas Family Service

Please do join us.

30

CHOLESBURY

ur Four Parish
service was
held at the

end of September
and we enjoyed a
talk with slides by
Roger Lane speaking for Work Aid. Some
of us had not realised that a successful
international charity is based just down the
hill in Chesham. The charity was started by
concerned Christians in Amersham.

Work Aid refurbishes tools and sends
them to Africa to enable people to start up
their own businesses including building, car
maintenance, sewing, knitting, mechanics
and carpentry. Work Aid sends out staff to
help with training and technical expertise
while ensuring the tools reach the right
people: which include AIDS victims.
Women are prominent in these vital,

Helping the Work Aid charity

small businesses. The scale of the charity's
work became clear when we heard of the
despatch of tools in container loads. Such
transport is expensive and Work Aid sells
refurbished tools at their Townsend Road
facility to cover costs. Cholesbury resident,
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Shoeboxes filled with Christmas gifts

Jo Hobbs, visited Zambia last year on behalf
of her school in Chesham and gave sewing
machines to a group making products from
old food sacks.

Roger asked for volunteers to help run
the growing charity and invited us to visit
the factory. The congregation had collected
various tools and sewing machines that
were piled into Roger’s car and later a
cheque for £188 was donated.

Thirty three Shoeboxes were filled with
Christmas gifts for distribution to families
and children in Eastern Europe. This was

Note New Phone Number!
Village Housekeepers

The Local Professional
Housekeeping Service

Designed to fit your requirements, for
cleaning & caring for your home
Regular Cleans are our speciality but
‘one off' cleans and Spring Cleans are
undertaken

Ironing carried out with Professional
System

We use our own equipment and our
quality trained Staff are fully insured

We occasionally need mature part time
‘housekeepers’to assist our team __

For further information please call
Fiona
Home: 01296 625433 Mobile: 07922 259360
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quite a relief as, in past years, Louisa had
become the champion box filler, but she is
now away at music college. Thank you to all
from the Hilltop parishes and beyond who
contributed. Many of the boxes were piled
up near the church entrance and brought
to the altar early in the service by four
young Cholesbury boys. The theme for the
day was how a small gift goes a long way
and we thank Jamie Carruthers for reading
the parable of the mustard seed. We are
also grateful to Alice Hobbs who focussed
our thoughts as she led us in prayer.

On 10 October, a group of fifty visited
the House of Lords on a trip organised by
Liz Green to help raise funds for Cholesbury
church. The event involved a tour of the
Houses of Parliament, communion in the
Crypt Chapel, lunch on the balcony and
Questions in the chamber of the House of
Lords. This was a truly memorable day and
we thank Liz for all her hard work. A report
appears elsewhere in Hilltop News.

Christmas is approaching and Carols will
be sung at Cholesbury church and in the
village. You are welcome to join us. Our
Candlelit Carol service is at 6pm on Sunday
16 December with David Clarke’s choir:
followed by mulled wine. Carols will also
be sung on Sunday 23rd at our 9am Parish
Communion. We will be Carol Singing
at various houses around the village on
Monday 17 December, meeting in the
village hall at 6.30pm to start singing at
7pm. Bring torches and wrap up well!

HAWRIDGE

awridge Church
H Walking Group - It

is with much regret
that we are unable to
continue our walks. Thank
you to everyone who has
supported us through the years. The walks
and coffee afterwards have been very
special, with all of you contributing to their
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success - Margaret and Joan (758332).

Supper Evening - This was a most
enjoyable evening on 20 October, held
at the school, with an excellent supper.
Hatty Foden Ellis, Shivani Gudka, Maisie
and Mollie Bradfield and all pupils of Pam
Hearn, entertained us with their singing,
flute, clarinet and piano. Kenneth Brown
followed with a marvellous brass quintet
and we all enjoyed the contributions of
Tom Seal, Judy Bullock, Guy Williams,
David Burgess and Elizabeth Tomlin after
supper. Each contribution was a unique
performance which made the evening
go with a swing. The music ranged from
Handel’s Halleluja Chorus to one of the
latest hits ‘Titanium’ with some amusing
poems in between. Thank you everyone
who supported the evening and a special
thanks to the artistes!

Family Christingle - Sunday 2 December
at 9.30am. The collection will be given
to the Children’s Society. Christingle
celebrations are not just a wonderful way
for children and adults to get together:
they also raise essential funds to help
vulnerable children. We welcome you
to come to this service to support the
Children'’s Society.

Christmas...
Christmas Eve

We are holding our usual Carol Service
at 5.30pm.

Christmas Day
Parish Communion at 10am.

Sunday 30 December - Special Four Parish
Service to ring out the old year at 10am.
This will be an informal service with
readings, carols and refreshments and an
opportunity to ring the bells. Please do join
us at any time during the morning up to
11.30am.
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WINIFRED BUTLER

It is with sadness we report the death of
Winifred (Win) Butler, late of Chiltern
Cottages and our thoughts are with her
son Frank (the postman) and the family.
There will be a full tribute in the next
edition of Hilltop News in February.

Chiltern Boarding Kennels
St Leonards

Grass Exercise Paddock
All very well cared for
by
Gail Keen
for further details contact
01494 757070
gail@mkeen.plus.com
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F CHESHAM

ENCING SUPPLIES

Your Area’s Leading manufacturer/supp

- i gaturday FENCING

vad |
Tring

Est. 1958

“ Friendly Advice

4 Large Stocks |
# Delivery Service

Opening Times
Monday - Friday
8:30 - 5:30pm

:00 - 1:00pm

DECKING I
PERGOLAS I

SHEDsS

SIDE GATES I

TRELLIS

ENTRANCE GATES I
CHAINLINK §

X\ LUl CONCRETE POSTS
ARCHES §

(R0 ounstase

STEPHEN CHEELD

Traditional Blacksmith
Traditional & bespoke wrought iron
work for home and garden

The Old Smithy, Hawridge Common
Tel. 01494 758126 Fax. 758292
e-mail. steve.cheeld@virgin.net
www.traditional-ironwork.co.uk

;, Do you need help with
il your

| Maths or Physics

! at GCSE or A level?
:_i Experienced and Patient Tutor
' ‘ Competitive rates

Call Isobel Clark 758987
email : tutoring@cholesbury.com

Hilltop News
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HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

*

Ashes to ashes

The big news in the forestry world of late
has been the confirmed arrival in the UK
of Ash Dieback disease. There had been
previous reports about disease attacking
oak, chestnut and larch, but these have

been seen as less catastrophic on the whole
population. Unlike the reporting in the UK
of other outbreaks in trees, the suddenness
of this one seems to have taken everyone
in authority by complete surprise.

owever, the death of ash trees had
H been attributed to an unknown

fungus pathogen causing dieback
in Palish ash trees way back in 1992. It was
not until 2006 that the exact species of
fungus was isolated and named as Chalara
fraxinea - Fraxinus being the genus name of
the ash tree. Unlike most of the flora and
fauna we are used to dealing with, fungi
are known to exist in two forms, ‘sexual’
and ‘asexual’, and it is not unusual for only
the latter of these to be firmly identified.
This frequently presents a problem for
microbiologists tasked with isolating the
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offending pathogen as it is usually from
studying the sexual form that any control
measure is developed. In this case it took
until 2010 before the essential information
about the offending species was found,
by which time ash trees were succumbing
across northern Europe as far as Germany.

By early 2012 it had arrived in
Scandinavia and in March it first appeared
in the UK, within saplings imported from
the Netherlands to a nursery in Bucks.
Disease was identified in other nursery-
supplied trees across the UK soon after, and
the first wild infestation reports were in
East Anglia in October. Whilst infection may
not have arrived in wild trees around here
yet, as it is mainly transmitted on the wind,
it seems likely not to be far off. In the UK
ash supports over 100 insect species that in
turn support the woodland bird population.
So the destruction of ash stands could have
a significant wider impact on the local
ecology. For information on identifying
infected trees there is an excellent video
from the Forestry Commission at www.
forestry.gov.uk/chalara.

Sadly, in the absence of any imminent
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way of combating the disease, it looks

like we are in for a major catastrophe of
similar proportions to the havoc that Dutch
Elm Disease caused in the 1960s and 70s.
Today there are virtually no mature elms
in southern England. Locally, what has
survived the scourge of elm bark beetles,
have been small bush elms located in
hedgerows. It turns out, however, that
whereas the English elm succumbed to

the disease, this is a long-ago introduced
species of the tree. A whole number

of so-called "native elms’, including

more resistant ones from Cornwall,
Cambridgeshire and Essex, have largely
survived the infestation. It is also apparent
that there have been several previous elm
disease outbreaks throughout more recent
and pre-historic periods which have wiped
out much of the national heritage trees for
a generation or so before more resistant
stock has managed to re-supply our wild
places once again. We can only hope this
will be the case for the ash!

Most insects are fast disappearing from
the scene during late autumn. Except for
the few species that are migrants to the
UK, others need to find a way to over-
winter: as an egg, larva, pupa or adult,
and a suitable place to hang out. Each to
their own and nature provides these in
abundance: however, we provide plenty of
opportunities too in dry or air conditioned,
warm or cool, light or dark.

Adult lacewings can frequently be
found living out the colder months in our
sheds and out-buildings. They are not
social animals but usually amass in choice
locations. Their normal colouration is bright
green, an essential camouflage to avoid
predation. On taking up winter roost their
colour changes over a period of a few days
from bright green to pale pink or cream.
Opinions vary as to the rationale. Some say
it is the adoption of a more neutral hue
to avoid detection. Others suggest it is the
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consequence of not feeding, whilst a third
theory, which seems the most plausible,
suggests it is the natural process of
slowing down the body clock and gradual
re-absorption and better utilisation of
valuable proteins.

One consequence the impact of unusual
and unseasonal weather has had on the
fruit harvest has been the greater-than-
normal quantities of both in situ and
windfall fruit that has started to ferment.
As these are a favourite foodstuff for both
invertebrates and birds, there have been
reports of wasps caught in a drunk and
disorderly state and a number of sightings
of song birds such as blackbirds, song
thrushes and redwings falling off their
perches at dusk or becoming disorientated
during flight and colliding with buildings.

If there was life insurance available
for squirrels, then premiums for January
would be sky high. During this month
grey squirrels don their best coats and go
courting. This involves high-level gymnastic
displays and the leaps from bough to
bough have such a high degree of difficulty,
they result in many more miscalculations
and accidents, which accounts for an
increased number of fatalities. Take care
of low flying squirrels when out and
about! That's all this time. Comments and
questions as usual to chrisbrown@rayshill.
com 758890

Chris Brown

Chesham Marquees
Est. 1987

01494 757049

www.cheshammarquees.co.uk
Email: chesham.marquees@virgin.net

The Old Smithy, Hawridge
Nr. Chesham
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Christmas
at Ashridge

ave you been for a walk
H through the National Trust
Ashridge Estate lately? It
is beautiful at this time of year. A
frosty morning is the perfect time to
enjoy the woods - and a home-made
bowl of soup afterwards at the
Brownlow Café.

‘Ashridge at Christmas” takes place
on Sunday 2 December, bringing you
original gifts from local craftspeople
and suppliers. The NT shop and cafe
will be open all day, too. The day
runs from 10am to 4pm and it costs
nothing to park or get in. It is based
around the Ashridge Estate Visitor
Centre, Monument Drive, Ringshall,
HP4 1LX.

And if the family could do with

a breath of fresh air during the
Christmas break, get signed up for the
now-traditional and always sold-out
walk on Tuesday 27 December. This
gentle circular walk starts at 10am at
the Visitor Centre, finishing at midday
with mulled wine or a soft drink and
mince pies. To book, phone 01442

851 227 - tickets are £6 for Friends of
Ashridge, £7 all other adults and £5
for under 16s.
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MIDDAY SUPERVISORS REQUIRED
Hawridge & Cholesbury CE School

The School is urgently sccking additional
Midday Supervisors to work from

11.45am-1.00pm from Monday to Friday
either on a paid or voluntary basis

Please note that CRB clearance will be required.
1f vou would like to help us out. please contact
the School Office for further information on

@ 01494 758368 {

FEADDE or OFSH FI0ATS

ELLIOTT

WASTE MANAGEMENT

COMPLETE RECYCLING SERVICES

METAL WASTE - WE BUY COPPER BRASS
ALI STEEL AND MORE!

RUBBISH CLEARANCE
SKIP HIRE - 6 yvard skip from as low as £150!
COMMERCIAL METAL WASTE BINS AVALIABLE

ALL DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK UNDERTAKEN

PLEASE TAKE A LOOK ON OUR WEBSITES, FOR;
RECYCLING SERVICES -
VEHICLE & MACHINERY SALES

CHARLES ELLIOTT
OFFICE: 01494 758896
MOBILE: 07591 730415

Computer Support

Slow or giving problems? Training
needed? New computer to set up?
Initial telephone help is free.

Andrew Burnett

01494 837353

07860 339057
andrew®logicarchitect.co.uk

HOLIDAY HOME TO LET
IN SPAIN
GAUCIN—ANDALUCIA

3 bedroom property with pool in hilltop
white village of Gaucin
Stunming views ol Mediterranean,
Gibraltar & Moroccan Hills
Ring now for 2013 availability
01494 837602
www.holiday-villa-andalucia.co.uk
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| PEST CONTROL! :
: Need help? |
| contact |
| Richard on :
| 07974249662 |
[ |

CR & DM Whitehead
Coppice Farm Park
St Leonawdy
01296 625529
Paddock maintenance:
Topping; Harrowing, Spraying,
Re~seeding
High Pressure Draiw Jetting
Sexvices
Domestic, Industrial: & Form
Fallewn stock: :
Collection & Disposal Sevvice
Stockisty for Eradirat:
The only safe wewy to-eradicate
vodenty. Not harmful to-
anwmals; bivdy or hwmany
Approved by the Barn OwlTrust

David Hawkes

Local daily deliveries of
NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES

POTATOES - BREAD - EGGS - MILK

*NEW ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER*
1 & 2 Cherry Cottage, Cherry Tree Lane
Buckland Common, Nr Tring, Herts HP23 6NZ

Telephone : 01494 758989
Mobile: 07778 637583
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Winter news of Hilltop Pubs

In mid 2012, the life of the Hilltop pubs
had reached a nadir of decline. The Bull
remained derelict, The Full Moon closed
for a while following the departure of
Annie and Peter Alberto, and The White
Lion was (and still may be) closed and
forsaken. Although the situation at the
Full Moon is recovering, there was little to
give confidence about the future of The
White Lion when this was written in mid-
November. On the bright side, The Black
Horse and The Rose and Crown soldiered
on with their accustomed competent
management and promotional skills.
However, they only marginally benefited
from spill-over trade from the closures of
their neighbouring pubs.

s has been reported previously,

the Pubcos are the root of all evil.

In the case of The Full Moon, it is
Admiral Taverns and, for The White Lion
and The Black Horse, it is Punch Taverns.
Without listing the unpleasant financial
follies of Admiral Taverns, suffice to say
that they overstepped the limits of financial
tolerance in their attempts to milk the
maximum return for themselves out of
what has been their flagship pub, forcing
the Alberto’s reluctantly to relinquish their
11-year tenure. Hilltop News and surely all
our readers wish them good health and
happiness for the future.

Punch Taverns provide a classic case
study in financial mismanagement. Their
debt to bondholders was five times their
annual revenues up to August this year, and

the debt was 38 times the concurrent pre-
tax profits. Although they are trying to sell
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off 1500 of their estate of 4500 pubs to try
to comply with banking covenants, the sale
proceeds they have realised fall far short of
values necessary to close the gaps in their
balance sheet. Locally, efforts to sell The
White Lion and The Black Horse have failed.
In the case of The Black Horse, Punch is
helding out for a premium sale price, whilst
sale of The White Lion has been agreed
several times recently at discounted prices,
only to see the buyers withdraw before
completion.

* * *

Although Sandra Taylor and Peter Broom
are on a short-term tenancy with Punch
at The Black Horse, they are carrying on
as though it has permanence. Peter has
maintained his reputation for being a
perceptive and accomplished cellar man
with occasional beer festivals and well-kept
real ales. As a team, their forte is managing
large events such as the Debbie Curtis Radio
Big Band concert last summer and a bonfire
night extravaganza for 500 guests this
autumn.

An evening of buffet food and Christmas
carols, led by familiar local voices, is
scheduled for 22 December, and quiz
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evenings are popular on alternate Monday
nights. Promotional dining prices will apply
for meals on Wednesdays and Thursdays in
December through to February and family
oriented food service will start at 5:00pm
on Fridays and Saturdays.

Now well into their fourth year of
owning The Rose and Crown, Kerry and
Marc Heywood have a well-deserved
reputation for good dining and a cellar
with a discerning choice of real ales, ciders
and perry. During the holiday season, they
plan to hold a family party leading up to
Christmas complete with a visit from Father
Christmas. Lunch on Christmas day can be
booked although numbers will be limited
to keep the atmosphere cosy and congenial.

With three years to run on Admiral
Taverns' lease on The Full Moon property,

a new tenant has taken on the business.
Since he is based in Kent and runs a stable
of seven such pubs, he has appointed Sarah
Hawkes to be the manager for all of the
local operations. From a management point
of view, the burden of bookkeeping and
staff payroll is performed by the lessee’s
own back office staff.

Despite the period of closure in
September, the previous cadre of staff
has been retained including Mikey, the
chef who joined last spring. Although the
atmosphere of The Full Moon should not
change much, it is being refreshed under
new management. The familiar telephone
number, 758959, has been recovered,
the Wi-Fi access has been restored, and a
website will be developed in due course.

Holiday season party bookings are being
taken. Thursday is curry night, Friday is
steak night, and promotional senior lunches
are offered on Mondays. The traditional
Boxing Day breakfast will take place on
26 December when you can expect the
customary pandemonium to prevail.

Although The White Lion reopened on 9
November, there can be no confidence as to
its status when this issue of Hilltop News is
distributed. Since the loss of Gary Heap and
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with Michelle moving on, the management
of the business has been in the hands of
various shady operators, rank amateurs,
substance abusers and (lest we forget that
amazing fortnight) Hansel and Gretel.

The new managers who arrived in mid
November expressed distress at what they
saw as a pub with no prospects and stated a
disinclination to carry on after barely three
days on the job.

The most rational business prospect for
this scale of pub is for a couple with home
equity or other cash resources to negotiate
an affordable purchase price, move in to
it as their primary home and operate as a
family business with minimal employment
costs. There is scope for expansion of
revenues by creating a 40-seat, glass dining
pavilion overlooking the valley just north of
the kitchen. Without some early recovery,
the probable outcome is another derelict
pub building.

And speaking of which, readers on
the Bellingdon village mailing list and
of the New Grapevine will have seen
Jim Matthews' announcement that H.G.
Matthews has bought The Bull in its
entirety, including the accompanying 15
acres of land. Their business purpose is to
locate clay deposits and apply for planning
permission to extract it little by little for
their brickworks.

During the prolonged abandonment
of the buildings by Fortitude Investments,
there was extensive damage to the fabric of
the main building due to neglect, vandalism
and outright theft of lead and copper.
Although H.G. Matthews is currently
making the pub building secure from the
elements to stabilise its condition and dry it,
there are no plans for an immediate return
to trading as a pub/restaurant. However,
should future prospects improve for the
trade, there is little doubt that Jim would
push forward with re-establishment of such
a business.

Bill Ingram
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A group of fifty smartly dressed people
from the Hilltop villages boarded a coach
on Wednesday 10 October. Our destination
was the House of Lords - a visit organised
by Liz Green. On arrival, we were met by a
charming and elegant lady who greeted us
with “Hello, I'm Hazel” and we realised we
had met Baroness Byford, Liz's mother.

he necessary security was not too
Tburdensome and we were soon in

Westminster Hall, the site of the trial of
King Charles | in 1649. Three features of the
Houses of Parliament will be for me abiding
memories: it is a huge building, there is
great activity and history is everywhere.

We were divided into three groups and
our guides took us through many halls and
rooms, each steeped in history. Walls were
covered in historic portraits, including all six
of Henry VIIl's wives. We saw gilded thrones,
sand from the beaches of the Normandy
landings and striking statues of past Prime

40

Ministers. Churchill and Peel were full size
and in prominent positions while lesser
premiers were smaller, but still remembered.

The schedule was hectic as we
progressed rapidly through the Palace of
Westminster, and we noticed small groups
sitting in one of the great halls. These were
business meetings, with peers discussing
affairs of state and the informality was
striking. Some of us took Communion in
the Crypt Chapel and we were reminded
that Christianity is an integral part of
Parliament. A service takes place once a
week and is open to MPs, peers, members
of their staff and their guests, and can
also be used for MPs and peers to hold
weddings and baptisms. We were also
shown the broom cupboard at the back of
the Chapel where a protesting Suffragette
had once hidden!

Lunch was enjoyed in the Cholmondeley
Room and it is hard to think of a finer
setting. The room overlooks the Thames
and we sat at spacious tables that had
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doubtless entertained a wide range

of guests over the years. The food was
sumptuous and complemented by fine
wine. The master of ceremonies announced
Baroness Byford, who made a formal
welcome. David Burgess said Grace before
lunch and later thanked Hazel and Liz for
arranging the event.

In the afternoon we were in the visitors’
gallery to witness the House of Lords at
work. There was a session of Questions
started by The Noble Lord Taverne, who
was answered courteously by other peers.
The House was full and those who spoke
were relevant and brief, Our last stop was
in the shop where gifts, including Speaker
Bercow’s Malt Whisky, were available.

The PCC records show that Liz Green
first mentioned this very special event last
November and since then she has dealt with
all the arrangements at the Cholesbury
end while Hazel made the House of Lords
arrangements. This was an ambitious day
out and selling tickets was not easy. Liz
filled the coach, succeeded in her project
and gave us all a memorable day. Thank
you very much, Liz.

John Farmer

“ H. G. Matthews

‘r- Est 1923

Specialists for Hand-made Bricks
Wood Burning Stoves
& Fireplaces

Brickyard: 01494 758212 - Mon-Fri 8-5pm

Fireplace Showroom: 01494 758225
Mon-Fri 9-5pm & Sat 10-3pm
www.hgmatthews.com
The Brickworks, Bellingdon, Chesham, HPS 2UR
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PUB LUNCH CLUB

The Pub Lunch Club meets on the
second Wednesday of each month at
the Rose and Crown in Hawridge. It is
open to anyone living in or near to our
four Hilitop Villages, but in particular it
aims to provide an opportunity for those
who might otherwise not find it easy

to get to local social events. If a lift is
needed this can be arranged. On offer is
a two-course meal for just £8, prepared
and presented by hosts Marc and Kerry,
landlords of the Rose and Crown. The
event is organised by the Hilltop Villages
Good Neighbours Group.

The next few dates for your diary

are 12 December, 9 January and 13
February. Booking must be made in
advance to Janet Hopkinson, via email
janethopkinson@tiscali.co.uk or phone
757059.

KILN CATERING

Bespoke catering for dinner
parties, buffets & parties
Contact Alison

The Kiln Tel 01494 758530
Shire Lane Mob 07766 313882
Cholesbury




Managing land for wildlife

During the summer | spent a lovely couple

of hours walking part of the 100 acre farm
in the Hilltops owned by Jef Bell and Linda
Rogers. | was particularly interested in
meeting them as they have practised non-
intensive, chemical-free land management
on the site for the past 19 years.

s we walked around on an

unexpectedly glorious sunny

afternoon, it quickly became
apparent that Jef and Linda are true
custodians of the land and that they get a

great deal of satisfaction from the wildlife
that surrounds them.
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Jef spoke of the pipistrelle bats and
swallows that share their outbuildings
and stables. | noticed a viewing platform
he built in the woodlands from which to
see the comings and goings of the local
fauna. Nearby a lesser spotted woodpecker
had made a home in one of the trees by
knocking a perfect hole into the trunk. In
fact their woodland is a fantastic habitat
for many species of bird, including tree
creeper, buzzard and woodcock.

Tawny owls inhabit the area and Jef is
now trying to encourage barn owls and
so increase the biodiversity on the land.
Jef and Linda make sure their grassland
meadows keep a deep litter layer and so
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support a healthy population of voles, mice
and shrews on which the owls feed.

Over the years a number of woodland
mammals have been sighted on the farm,
including badgers, roe deer and stoats.
Evidence of the elusive dormouse has even
been noticed, by the distinctive holes they
make in fallen seed pods. Unfortunately,
brown hares have been in decline over the
past ten years, which echoes the pattern
across the rest of the UK. This may be due
to the current farming practice which cuts
and gathers hay crops in July when the
leverets (young hares) are still sheltering in
the fields.

From mid-July to early August, Jef and
Linda harvest hay from the meadows. They
do not use insecticides or pesticides on their
land or crops; preferring instead to work in
harmony with nature. Although their crop
may be smaller than commercially grown
hay, it is packed full of nutrients because it
contains wildflowers and herbs which are
otherwise killed off by chemical sprays.

This means the meadow hay is not only
beneficial to insects, butterflies and bees,
but also to the lucky horses who feed on
it! | noted buttercup, daisy, red and white
clover, knapweed, bird’s foot trefoil and
lady’s bedstraw as | walked through the
meadows. Where certain areas of the
grassland are still in flower and not had
time to seed at the time of mowing, Jef
makes sure to mow round the flowers to
allow them their full life span to set seed.

A plant survey carried out in 2007
designated this land as a County Wildlife
Site because of the extensive range of
indicator species: those used to define
whether an area contains ancient
woodland, meadowland or hedges. For
example, a minimum of ten indicator
species are required to qualify for ancient
woodland - this site had 22!

As part of the management of the
site, Jef has cleared parts of an old larch
plantation to help encourage new deciduous
woodland and created a new woodland
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edge alongside one of the meadows to
protect an established badger sett.

Common spotted orchid, previously
unseen on the farm, has recently flowered
in the new woodland, indicating that
the site's biodiversity is improving. In
addition, Jef and Linda practise a three-
year rotational hedge-cutting plan as part
of Defra’s ELS (Entry Level Stewardship) to
maintain the best habitat for biodiversity.

After the site was assessed by the
Hertfordshire Wildlife Site Project for its
value to local wildlife, Defra concluded:

“You are on the edge of a high priority
area for farmland birds, arable plants, bats
and dormice and vulnerable grassland and
associated species. This means that any
options you manage that benefit these
habitats will be very beneficial to your area.
Having walked the farm with you it was
clear that you are doing over and above the
requirement of management options: the
level of biodiversity is impressive.’

Jef and Linda are true custodians of the
land for future generations and if other
land owners did the same we might just
be able to repair some of the damage
that intensive farming, industry and
indiscriminate housing has done to the
countryside.

Michelle Storm
www.plantameadow.wordpress.com

& 77T Swan Valley

- Roofing
e
Flat roofing specialists

Free Estimates—all work guaranteed
Over 30 years experience

Tel: 01296 625433

New Number!
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e w
v WASPS VERMINATOR UK.
v GLIS-GLIS : — ,
‘// %::’g% < TIM SIMMONS:
& ¢ ¢
7 ALL INSECTS 07734649305
(CRAWLING AND FLYING)
v FOXES
v COCKROACHES
v BED BUGS . WEBSITE:
v SQUIRRELS VERMINATORUK.COM

Murray’s Cleaning
Services

The Cleaning Specialists  goryice it integrity

¢ Carpet
* Rug

o Upholstery & Leather

* Patio & Driveway

o End of Tenancy Cleans

¢ Internal Window & Conservatories

01442 250679
07952 544666

Optimum
Solutions

Independent Financial
Advisors Ltd

off A41 Buckland Wharf, Buckland,
Aylesbury, HP22 51Q (casy parking)
Investments— Pensions-Protection ~
Mortgages
or Face to Face Advice in your office
or your home, to suit you
Tim Field or Robert Williams
Tel. 01296 632624
E-mail: info@optimumifa.com
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Hairdressing

For cut, shampoo & set and perms

Garden
KnowHow

All of us at Garden KnowHow
would like to thank our clients for
supporting our local business and
wish you all a Merry Christmas
and a very happy New Year.

In the comfort of your own home

Call Angela - 758449

Especially suited to senior clients

If you would like more information
about our garden design and
maintenance services please give
us a call.

cal 01206 696620 or 07973 374686
visit www.gardenknow-how.co.uk
armail enquiries@gardenknow-how.co.uk

For your special winter 3 night break
at Shanklin on the Isle of Wight
St Martins £215 or Clifftop Apartment £180

St Martins Clifftop
foraparty  Apartment
of upto8 foraparty of
with your up to 4
dog Large Garden

Amazing sea views from the spa-
cious flat and the balcony
2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms

Comfortable warm house with a
paved garden.
4 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms

Both properties have plenty of parking and are non smoking.

Tt is a short walk to shops, pubs, restaurants and the beach. Lovely walks
everywhere. Wherever you want fo go on the Island, nothing is far
www.wightholidayhomes.org.uk
Jenny and Oliver 01494 758694

Four Hours.. ..Door to Door

Hilltop News
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M] Executive Cars

MERCEDES CHAUFFEUR
SERVICE

The Best Service
For All Your Travel Needs

V.LP / Corporate / Private

Telephone: 07831 819969
enquiries@mjexeculivecars.co.uk

www.mjexecutivecars.co.uk

B

WWW.BIRTCHNELLS.CO.UK

P\
By

Quality menswear online

At Birtchnells we sell all aspects of men's
clothing. From Y-fronts to Wrangler jeans
to Barbour co suits. New cu 2r's
receive a 1 nt on their first

plus free delivery by Royal mail or by

hand. If you would like to view or try the
items we can come to your home or work
place FREE of charge, this service is very
popular!

Tony Clark

Amanda Livesey Sports therapist
Neuromusculoskeletal Medicine
Specialist
BSc (Hons) MSST BASEM

Assessment, treatment and rehabilitation of
injuries
Treating the sports person and the non-
sports person
Pre and post-op treatment
and rehabilitation

Sport specific rehabilitation

Pain therapy and treatment and rehabilita-
tion for acute and chronic conditions e.g.
posture pain
Referrals to GP's and Consultants

CALL 07712 896 095
www.liveseysportstherapist.webeden.co.uk

Order by phone on 01923 442 956

Barbour seidensticker BROOKTAVERNER  unpts, HAWICK And many mare...

Hilltop News

CHESHAM
CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY
LIMITED

Telephone 01442 824225

Specialists in the restoration
of period property
Extensions and Alterations
JOHN POPPLE

Director
www.cheshamconstruction.co.uk

[ TringMarket
Auctions

GENERAL SALIS OF ANTIQUE
FURNITURE, FURNISHINGS &
EFFECTS

SERVICES
Landscaping
Fencing
Brick & Patio work
Garden Design

Garden Maintenance
for a Quality & Reliable

FINE ART SALES
FREE VALUATIONS FOR SALE

INSURANCE, TAXATION &
PROBATE VALUATIONS

TOTAL AND PART HOUSE

CLEARANCE SPECIALISTS Service
( - Mark Henr
Tel: 01442 826446 Y
The Market Premises, Brook Street, Tring 07876 636076
www.tringmarketauctions.co.uk 01296 484015

Hilltop News
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100 Club winners

hnswers to Christmas Octnber 2012

15t Pries £25
Quiz on page 12, et
1 “White Christmas’ by Bing Crosby; ower Znd Prize £15

50 rillion copies since 1942/ hirs € Mntthews, Cholesbury

i Gormany -

Argd Prize: ETS
3 Olhver Cromwel| Mirs N Tullett, Cholesd
i lxen
5 1957

6 Mine ladies dancing

7 Carals 1o farmal church sarvices

8 The Beatles 1963, 1965 and 1967

§ Robin; hence the redbresst’s regular
appearance on Christmas cardd

10 Morway

A

Fhe willase garaie with the personal oa®T

Chiltern Motors (B.C.) Ltd
I"I||||r:-||||,|-_| o, Fie klind L omnkin |'II5FI_|?|. Hierts THFES &k _J
cemnll: chalisrnasstorsbod® hotmall com e
R L NANT s, k 'I .| I
W Dl e oW AR N T OT ikl m
Tel: 01494 758206 f—ﬂ
SERVICING AND MECHANIUAL REPAITRS JIS IR

MOTS (Class 4, Peirol and Diescl) it il
Exhairsts = Tyres firted e

odwi (78T T3

www.chilternmotorsbe.co.uk

AE Fitidtag Bevs

CURVACEOUS COOK

Slow roas! pork

This iz the madt wonderful party food, or Jor any big occasion when you have Ime fo prepare in
adwance, bul just want 10 forgef i on the day Perfect for Christmas, and if there are any lefiovers
ihey are greal in a hot rof] or salad, The juices make 8 wondenful soup or grawy base.

i use famie Ofiver’s porchatia mix, from his famie's italy book, to nebon the meal before
cooking, and have then adapted all sorts of recipes to this really easy one. four of ud mace i for
the uillage barn dance earlier in the year, and suerybady agreed thal it really was as easy and
trouble free a5 | promiged, and the reclplends were all delighted, so give tHa go
In a coffee mil or smail processor, whize e
# labiespoans fannel seeds feven if you don't Nie fennel, you wan't taste i
3 senall deled chillis {dithof]

2 lbg rock sall fhe uses 3, but 2 is enowb)

4 or § forn bay feaves, ideally fresh
I leman, zest anly
Rub as much of this mix as yoi need for your foint. | used whole showlders of Hazeddens Farm
British Lap pork, buf we alsa rub this on chops! | keep any leftouers in a far in the pantry
for mondhs
You can feave il for a bl orcook siraight auray
Piace the pork in the pan on iap of some chopped carral. celery, garlic, rosemary, anion and
the Teman you have zested, with & bottle uhite wine poured gver I, though water wifl da,
a5 you will produce a lot of fwlces
Cover with fodl, and coak on maderale heat (s lop cven of Agal for 30 minutes, then lurn oven
dous o lou (o batlom oren of A¢a) and leave for 12 lo 29 hours. We [efi the whoe shoulder
fiar 24 hours, for a smaller foint, leawe for less, bud be aware that It will shelnh.

To et fabulous crackling | always peel the shin off when pork is cooked, and put il o & baking
Iray i@ hof awen for 10-15 minutes fo crisp up, but watch i, it will urn very quichly.

Far aur esenl | actualty collecied lols of park skin from the farm earlier in the week and
cooked that ahesd of fime,, . if all went? | don't rin with salf or ail or anyihing efee = jusi
make s1re thal e skin is ary,

The pork will eep warm for ages. especkally if pou wrep it dna blanket or fowe! an lap of the fioil,
Wi had 1o da this fo get o the hall, and they all remained lovely and hol.

The meat will prabably nal earve Into neat shices, bul & we were pultimg i irife brrs unith
siuffing and apple sauce thai really didn't matter, | beliewe the trendy nama for this is \pulfed
pork’! Each whole shoulder fed about 30 people one big bap.

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hatmai, com
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We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to
the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the February/March edition should be sent to

Graham Lincoln or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 9 January latest.
Please note that photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
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Graham Lincoln 758449 grahaminc@acl.com
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Anne Butterworth 758700 anne@churchcottage.eu
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Michael Spark 758882 info@michaelspark.com

Photography
Oliver Parsons 758694 oliver@parsons111.freeserve.co.uk

Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
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Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making and is funded by advertising.

D DURRANT

Interior & Exterior Decorator
]Design & Build service
Tel / Fax: 01494 528215 Mobile: 07767470651

We are a small. local company with over 30 years cxperience in all aspects
of interior & exterior decoration & general house maintenance.
As apprentice (rained decorators, we cover decorating from standard
painting & paper-hanging to special finishes including, ageing &
distressing paint-finishes, marble, gold- lcal work & limed-wood finishes.

We also offer a complete design & build service for yvour kitchen & bathroom,

Written recommendations available & a workmanship guarantee
Only a small, local firm can offer.

?‘} THE TOOL AND MOWER CENTRE

LIS
KINGS LANGLEY 01923 268355

Taylors Tools LTD
43-45 Hempstead Road, Kings Langley,Herts, WD4 8BS

01923 268355 www.taylorstools.co.uk
sales@taylorstools.co.uk



thesharecentre:

simply ez

Grab a ready-made investment package

Want fo invest In the stock market but not sure where o stati?

Our Ready-made ISAs come pre-packed with a cautious, positive or adventurous
fund, dependent on your taste, Each one contains a biend of invesiments,
handpicked dnd managed by experts so you don't have fo. With a quick set-up
process and no dealing or quarterly admin fees to pay, it really is o hossle-free way
into the world of stocks and shares.

Please remember thai the value of investiments and the income from them can fall
as well as rise, and you may not get back your eriginal investment, Tax allowances
depend on your individual circumstances and I5A benefits could change in the future.

Find out more on 0845 61 85 217 or at share.com/readyisa

The Share Cenlre Linsitad is 0 member of the Londaon Stock Exchange and is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Services Authority under reference 146768. The Share Cantre, PO Box 2000, Aylesbury, Bucks, HPZ1 8ZB.




