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Forty years ago the three-day working 

week was introduced. Lord Lucan 

disappeared. Abba won the Eurovision 

Song Contest, when votes reflected the 

quality of the songs rather than political or 

neighbourly favouritism. 

Closer to home in 1974, Buckland 
Common’s Gordon Kew was 
refereeing the FA Cup Final, and 

a young fellow called Frank Butler was 
starting his rounds as our local postman. 
Frank has been a permanent fixture in 
the Hilltops ever since and, in this issue 
of Hilltop News, Stephen Cartmell pays a 
heartfelt tribute to our popular postie. 

A permanent fixture in our local cricket 
club, Richard Vasey, started playing around 
the same time and is still taking wickets 
with his canny spin bowling. At the other 
end of the age group, record numbers of 
colts have signed on this season - see our 
cricket report. 

Front cover 
Our nation’s bees 
have had a tough time 
lately, what with loss 
of habitat, viruses 
and invasive species. 
Let’s hope our garden 
flowers see many 
visitors this summer.

Have you seen 
this plant on the 
Commons? And do 
you know what it is?
The Commons 
Preservation Society 
report reveals all…

Old hands and newcomers…

40 years on – Frank keeps us posted!

Also in this issue… 

Mark Sanger spotlights his career in the 
film industry. 

Lindengate: a new charity offering 
therapeutic gardening.

Chris Brown, in his Nature Notes, is curious 
about the colour orange.

Our Curvaceous Cook serves up a double 
helping of summer puds.

…plus all the rest of the news from our 
churches, school, clubs and societies.

As for new faces, Hayley Lewis from 
Cholesbury has just started in her role as 
our parish clerk. Some things never change, 
though, and Hayley’s first report features 
the familiar problems of potholes and 
flooding! And Pippa Soundy has begun 
work in the villages as Associate Priest to 
Rev. David Burgess.

White Lion re-launch?
As Bill Ingram points out in his report, 
uncertainty continues to surround some of 
our local pubs. Encouragingly, negotiations 
for the purchase of the White Lion as a 
community asset are progressing between 
the current owner and a local interest group.

Now let’s get into summer mood for our 
next local event: the annual St Leonards 
Parish Hall fete on 7 June. Fingers crossed 
the weather will be favourable. 
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
In the last Hilltop News, Susie Bell 

announced her departure to you all and 

said, I quote, “…I have huge respect for 

anyone who puts him/herself up for the 

position (of Parish Clerk). There is more to 

it than meets the eye!”  Unfortunately, I 

read this after I had already accepted the 

position!  Now, over two months in, I know 

what she means!

So, I, Hayley Lewis, am your new Parish 
Clerk. I have lived in Cholesbury 
for almost five years now, with my 

husband, Ben, two daughters, Maddy and 
Scarlett and our Working Cocker Spaniel, 
Emmi, who you will often see madly 
chasing a ball on the commons. We have 
never regretted for a moment moving to 
this lovely spot and look forward to seeing 
our children growing up appreciating 
the beautiful surroundings and friendly 
community.

Since my appointment we have also 
had the pleasure of welcoming another 
new member to the Parish Council, Judy 
Joseph. Judy expressed an interest in the 
vacant position, following Liz van Hullen’s 
departure, and was officially ‘co-opted’ as 
a councillor at the meeting at the end of 
April. As you may already know, Judy has 
lived in the area for over 15 years and has 
been active as a Governor at Hawridge & 
Cholesbury C of E School. I am sure you 
will join me and the rest of the Council in 
wishing Judy the best of luck in her new 
position!

Highways
I may still be getting into the role, but 
I know that an update would not be 
complete without mentioning potholes 
(and flooding)!

The council is very aware that the 
potholes across the parish are abundant 

and when repaired, often poorly so. This 
has been brought to the attention of 
the Senior Local Area Technician (LAT), Si 
Khan and County Councillor Tricia Birchley, 
both of whom are aware that the state of 
Cholesbury Lane between the school and 
Rays Hill and the flooding at the bottom of 
Sandpit Hill are a priority. Hopefully, by the 
time you read this, the Super-sucker should 
have done its magic, as it is scheduled to 
be with us on 22 May. Should you wish to 
check yourself the programme of works 
planned, there is a new website showing 
the schedule for two weeks hence.  You 
can find this at www.tfbpotholes.blogspot.
co.uk.  The site is updated every Friday 
afternoon.

The White Lion
Following an application by the council 
to have The White Lion designated as an 
‘Asset of Community Value’, notice has 
been received that this has been approved. 
This allows the community a six-month 
period, following notice of sale, to put 
together a purchase proposal, prior to any 
agreement of sale being agreed.

Community defibrillator
The vandal-proof case for the defibrillator 
is being ordered and, once fitted to the 
side of Cholesbury Village Hall, the public 
demonstration planned by South Central 
Ambulance Service will be booked and we 
will advertise accordingly, hoping to get 
many of you along, potentially to help save 
a life.

Other news
I have received notice from Chiltern District 
Council that, following the introduction 
of the new recycling service, recycling 
has increased in the county from 44% to 
53%. This is well on the way to achieving 
its target of 60% recycling by 2015, which 
should be achievable as they are still to roll 
out the programme to flats and schools.

Also, fly-tipping continues to be a 
nuisance and therefore CDC has introduced 

Your councillors are:
John Allen, Chairman: 758095
Nigel Blomfield, 758314
Chris Brown, 758890
Philip Matthews, 758205
John Minting, 758206
Francis Sanger, 758767
Judith Joseph: 758702

a new and easy way of reporting any 
incidents via http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/fly

And finally
I thought I would pass on this link to a 
site dedicated to commemorative events 
to mark the centenary of the outbreak of 
World War I. www.gov.uk/government/
topical-events/first-world-war-centenary.

Contact details
I can be contacted by phone on  
(01494) 758843, or by email at  
parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

I look forward to hearing from you!

Hayley Lewis
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL

As someone who 
lives close to the 
proposed route, 

I’d like to thank everyone 
who has petitioned the 
Government on HS2, 
volunteered their time to 
ensure we maximise our 
efforts and the B Agents 
who are prepared to 
represent many of us in 
Parliament before the Select Committee.  It 
has been a huge undertaking but Country 
Life magazine, for example, this week 
exhorts us to ‘keep on fighting’ despite 
the fact that the Hybrid Bill has passed its 
Second Reading. Whilst dozens of Tory 
MPs defied a three-line whip, cross-party 
support means that construction work 
could become a reality in 2017. However, 
the Members of Parliament who spoke 
for the Government were exceedingly 
ill-informed. Nor were Boris Johnson’s 
comments helpful. What’s wrong if we’re 
worried about the loss of value of our 
homes? But most of us are worried about 
the destruction of our unique environment 
and damage to jobs in Buckinghamshire. 
Neither the Transport Secretary, Patrick 
McLoughlin, nor his opposite number, Mary 
Creagh, have mentioned the effect of HS2 
on people and farmers, and landowners 
will be particularly affected.

Just to reassure you, the County Council 
is looking very closely at its contract with 
Ringway Jacobs. A health check is currently 
being undertaken by the consultants who 
manage London’s transport contract and 
they are expected to start releasing their 
findings shortly. What is certain is that the 
contract will be better managed in future, 
and almost certainly a return to local road 
gangs. I am feeding in roads regularly that 
require pothole repairs, plane and patching 
and concerns raised by the Parish Councils. 

The Council has received some extra money 
to manage the winter damage and I am 
always campaigning for more money to be 
spent on rural roads.

That said, the Council does have many 
good stories to tell. Currently we are 
re-using, recycling or composting 75% 
of our Waste, 71.2% of young people 
are obtaining 5 or more A* - C grades at 
GCSE, including English & Maths, which is 
well above the average. The cost of Adult 
Social Care is the lowest per head in our 
comparator group of county councils whilst 
being recognised for excellent quality, and 
earlier this month Earl Howe opened the 
first of our new Opportunities Centres in 
Aylesbury, providing state of the art day 
facilities for some of our most disabled 
residents. The centre at Hartwell includes 
a hydrotherapy pool, two sensory rooms, 
medical facilities, hairdressing salon and a 
whole range of facilities for up to 80 people 
a day, including a hot lunch. You may recall 
that the new centres, which will cost £13.5 
million, are mainly being paid for by the 
sale of the old premises, plus a capital grant 
from the Council. Our social care team 

works hard to prevent ‘delayed transfers of 
care’, meaning that we are very efficient in 
ensuring people have their needs met when 
they leave hospital to prevent bed blocking.

Buckinghamshire is one of only three 
county council areas to have had private 
sector employment growth in each of the 
last three years, with increases in employees 
and full-time employment. In addition 
we will see benefits from the East-West 
rail link across the north of the County.  
However, there are a number of challenges 
such as pockets of deprivation and high 
unemployment, house prices well above 
the national average, the state of local 
roads and the life expectancy gap of 14 
years between the most and least deprived 
areas of Buckinghamshire. The Care Bill, 
which is currently seeking Royal Assent, 
also has big implications for us, particularly 
as 60% of people fund their own care and 
many with assets of up to £118,000 will be 
asking the council to pay for their care costs 
when they reach the threshold of £72,000. 

We are predicting a worst case scenario of 
an additional cost to the Council of up to 
£45 million by 2020, and the Government 
urgently needs to explain its funding plans!

Many local residents ask me to raise their 
concerns at County Hall: please let me know 
if I can do the same for you!

Tricia Birchley 01296 621138

pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk
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Topics that the children are looking at 
throughout the seven classes are many and 
varied. 

Windmills, the reception class, have been 
studying animals and also performed a play 
to the other children and parents, called 
The Crayon Box. This poem was written by 
Shane DeRolf and adopted as the theme 
for an anti-discrimination campaign for 
children. Whilst Year 1 look at seaside 
holidays and how they used to be, Year 2 
have been discovering Katie Morags island 
home. Katie is the main character in a series 
of children’s books by Mairi Hedderwick 
and based on the fictional Isle of Struary, 
off the west coast of Scotland. Year 3 are 
studying Europe and Anthony Brown and 
Year 4 are looking at the environment 
and animals’ habitat and are soon to start 
making a ‘bug hotel.’ Meanwhile, Year 
5 are being kept under strict watch by 
looking at the Victorian age, including 
punishments in Victorian schools, and Year 
6 have been learning about the Aztecs and 
working on journalistic skills.

This last area of study, journalistic skills, 
has led to a suggestion that the next article 
for Hilltop News will be written by the 
children for their school. One suspects it 
might be more interesting than this one!

HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY C OF E 
SCHOOL 

Before the break for the Easter 
holiday, a Mothers Day service was 
held with children and mums. One 

dad kindly served tea and coffee whilst 
the children were getting ready for home 
and posies of flowers were given by all the 
children to the mothers and grandmothers 
who attended. Revd. David Burgess held 
an Easter service in the last week of term 
and the conclusion to this was a Key Stage 
1 assembly, with many of the children 
standing up and declaring why they loved 
their mothers.

Friendship week concluded the half term 
with the Bucks Free Press coming to the 
school to photograph the children making 
a giant friendship circle. Having joined 
hands, wool was wound round their wrists, 
creating friendship bracelets to remind each 
other to look after their friends.

The last day of the school term 
concluded with a non-uniform day and the 
last of a number of cooked lunches that 
parents had prepared for the children.

After the Easter holiday the children 
have moved straight in to Spring with 
Maypole dancing and the birth of seven 
baby chicks! 

CHOLESBURY cum 
ST LEONARDS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 
It has been a wonderful year so far for 

flowers and growth but this may mean 

that the plants, shrubs and trees will need 

additional resources, like food and water, 

depending on the weather. Perennials, 

trees and shrubs should be given a long 

slow release fertiliser: annuals a quicker fix. 

Also, don’t forget to note where you might 

want to make changes, either to reduce 

crowding or fill gaps.

Continuous dead-heading is essential 
for repeat flowering on those plants 
that will do this, like some roses 

and annuals. Some perennials, typically 
delphiniums, will give a second show if cut 
back soon enough and nurtured. 

Shrubs that flower just once should, as 
a rule, be pruned after flowering, as they 
will flower next year on this year’s growth. 
Remove one third of the oldest stems 
as well as any stems which are crossing 
or ‘odd’.  I am currently embarking on a 
scheme to reduce the size of my lonicera 
bushes, which provide some structure. The 
current plan is to reduce the side growth, 
thus allowing more air to nearby plants 
and, once this has started to regrow, reduce 
the height similarly. They seem to have 
become too big rather suddenly but it 
really came to my attention when I spotted 
a number of plants struggling to grow 
beneath them.

Following a mild, if wet, winter the 
pests may be on the rise. Whatever your 
preferred means of dealing with them, 
vigilance and quick action is key. You may 
also want to deal with hard surfaces which 
have become slippery when wet due to 

moss or other growth.  
It is not too early to think about your 

show entry. Vegetables can be enhanced 
by a little care and attention now, not 
only by dealing with pests that can cause 
marks that harm the appearance of the 
product but also by reducing numbers and 
improving light.

On Friday 18 July Brian and Diana Mills 
will open their gardens in the evening 
to members only, but keep an eye and 
ear out for impromptu events. Diana and 
John’s garden is open by appointment for 
the NGS and there are a number of other 
gardens not too far away that are well 
worth a visit under the same scheme. Keep 
an eye out for the distinctive yellow leaflets 
for Berkshire and Buckinghamshire or 
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire that can be 
found in many local garden centres, or go 
online to www.ngs.org.uk/gardens.aspx 

Happy gardening, Sarah Tricks
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LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP
Cholesbury Camp project
Trivia question: Which 
of the following would 
fit into the footprint of 
Cholesbury Camp: (a) 
The Royal Albert Hall  (b) The Oval Cricket 
Ground, or (c) Wembley Stadium?  
Answer on Page 44

The Local History Group is in recess 
until our first evening meeting in 
October. However, we have recently 

started a project to record what is known 
about Cholesbury Camp and update a 
national database being compiled by 
Oxford University. We would welcome help 
from anyone interested in being involved 
with the project.

Cholesbury Camp is one of 20 Iron Age 
Hillforts in the Chilterns. It was probably 
constructed between the 2nd and 1st 
Centuries BC, on a site probably occupied 

since the Bronze Age. It was only in use 
for no more than 250 years before being 
abandoned due to the arrival of the 
Romans nearby in the Tring Gap. Re-
occupation, albeit on a temporary basis, 
started again just over a thousand years 
ago. A small community gradually settled 
from the 13th century inside the Camp, 
close to the newly constructed stone 
church, spreading outside during the 
next 200 years. It is from these humble 
beginnings that the present-day village 
of Cholesbury developed. Though the 
ramparts on the southern side disappeared 
as the village grew outwards, and an 
avenue of beech trees was planted on the 
remaining earthworks, it is considered  
by archaeologists to be one of the best 
preserved examples of a large ‘plateau 
hillfort’ in southern England. A fuller 
history of Cholesbury Camp can be found 
on the local history page of the cholesbury.
com website.

The first and only archaeological 
excavation was carried out in 1932, and a 
small-scale geophysical survey was done 
in 2000. Our activities will not involve any 
digging on the site but will pull together all 
the previous research and identify gaps in 
what is known about the site.

One important activity we would like 
to carry out is to compile a photographic 
record of the Hillfort, which has not been 
done before and would be an important 
contribution to the Oxford Uni. project.

We would like to hear from anyone 
would like to help out with this task. So if 
you would be interested in taking some 
photographs for us over the summer, do 
get in touch. It might also be of interest 
to a student looking for a topic for a 
history or photography project, or doing 
some community activity for their Duke of 
Edinburgh Award.

Chris Brown (758890),  
email: localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

Please continue to be 
vigilant and keep 
a watchful eye for 

offences, as there have 
been incidents locally. 
Continue to report anything suspicious and 
call 999 if you see something “happening 
now”. Stay safe – do not compromise 
your own safety by challenging would-be 
offenders. Non-emergency situations can be 
reported via 101 or by calling Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Shirley Blomfield (758314)

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

There was a change to the April 
meeting and it became an informal 
quiz evening organised by Hilary 

Sheppard. We can now look forward to 
hearing about the African/American slaves 
and their music at the July meeting on 
Monday 21 July. This is also our birthday 
meeting when we shall be having a 
barbecue. Visitors are always welcome to 
our meetings but as this is a special one for 
us, it would be appreciated if you could 
let Carol Henry know that you are coming. 
Carol can be contacted on 758435.

We hope that you will come along 
before then to our June meeting, when 
Dru Ellis will be demonstrating ‘Flower 
Arranging for the Terrified’. There should 
certainly be some good tips and new 
methods to give you confidence. This 
meeting will be on Monday 16 June, as 
always in St Leonards Parish Hall, starting 
at 8pm.
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
Wet start
After the wettest 
winter in living 
memory, we had 
hoped for good 
weather to kick-
start the season.   
Promisingly, a lovely 
day welcomed the 
early season opener 
on 13 April, where 
Sarratt thrashed our Sunday team, who 
clearly had not yet woken up to the fact 
that the season had begun. But then the 
weather took its revenge, washing out our 
first two Colts evenings and forcing the 
cancellation of a couple of senior matches.

Colts
On the bright side, Colts registration was 
a lively affair, with 33 new colts signed 
up. This year two additional teams will 
be entered into the Bucks Cricket Board 
leagues, Under 9 and Under 14, underlining 
the growth in our Colts cricket. Team 
coaches are as follows:

U9: Alex Neal, assisted by Bill Echlin.
U10: Ian Hames, assisted by James Morris.
U11: Rob Frankum, assisted by Nick 
Richardson.
U12 and U13: Digger Reading, assisted by 
Paul Collins.
U14 will be coached by Dave Timmins.

Neil Jones and Steve White will assist with 
the U13 and U14’s, who will now practise 
on Wednesday from 6-8pm. All other 
teams will meet on Thursdays from 6.15 to 
7.45pm. With so many youngsters turning 
up for Colts evenings, the club’s volunteer 
coaching resources are fully stretched. 
Parents are strongly encouraged to help, 
ensuring that the club can offer safe and 

secure training for all ages. Last winter 
three parents were enrolled to attend ECB 
training for coaches.

League
The first league match of the season was 
played away at Potten End, with a winning 
start. Good contributions all down the 
order allowed H&C to post a creditable 156 
for 9 in 40 overs, with skipper Steve Drane 
top-scoring with 44 and Ben Drane 27. In 
reply, Potten End started well, reaching 86 
for 2, but then the introduction of Rifai and 
veteran Richard Vasey caused a collapse, 
with Potten End all out for 99. Rifai ended 
with 5 for 26 and Vasey 3 for 26.

Sunday Friendly Team
After a dismal performance against Sarratt 
in the first game of the season, the Sunday 
Team had to wait until 4 May to play again. 

This game, against Old Sawbuttkeane, was 
an exciting affair. The visitors scored 161 
off their 40 overs, with Digger Reading (2 
for 25) and Dave Anderson (2 for 24) the 
pick of the bowlers. In reply, an opening 
stand of 49 between Rob O’Dell and Simon 
Knight boded well, and later at 114 for 2 
matters looked cut and dried. But a collapse 
in the middle order slowed things down, 
leaving 7 required from the final over. Only 
5 were scored. So, despite an heroic 84 not 
out from Rob O’Dell, the match was lost by 
1 run.

All news, photos and more can be 
found on the club website, which is 
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com. 
The club also has a Facebook page.

Brian Ralphs

Still taking wickets: veteran spinner  
Richard Vasey
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Making my way in the 
world of film-making
Mark Sanger’s career in the film industry 

received a recent massive boost when 

he received an Academy Award in Los 

Angeles. Mark, from St Leonards, has 

kindly answered the Hilltop News editor’s 

request and, amid a hectic working 

schedule, he gives us a background to his 

career to date.

I count myself as very lucky. From the age 
of four I knew precisely what I wanted 
to do when I grew up. Sadly this meant 

that I didn’t work as hard at school as I 
should have done because I always knew 
that qualifications meant nothing in the 
film industry. For better or worse the same 
remains true to this day: it is who you know 
and how you use the opportunities they 
afford you that matters.  

I grew up in St Leonards and attended 
Hawridge & Cholesbury School until I was 
twelve years old. Somehow I managed to 
pass the 12+ exam and spent another six 
years at Chesham High School.

My lack of academic effort combined 
with a lack of physical attendance at CHS 
led to some pretty poor exam results. So 
as the school bus left the gates on the last 
day of school and the rest of my friends 
were preparing to leave for university, I 
remember thinking ‘So, what do I do now?’.

I tried to break into the industry, difficult 
at the best of times. It wasn’t until dear 
Andy Newall insisted he take me into 
Pinewood Studios that I got my foot in 
the door. Andy is the son of Basil Newall, 
who was a famous make-up artist from 

Buckland Common. He and I had struck up 
a friendship when I appeared in his short 
film at the age of eight.  

There are three highlights that stand 
above all others in my very lucky career. 
The first, around 1982, was the excitement 
of working with Andy: my first experience 
of the magic on a film set. The second was 
getting my first job in the cutting rooms 
in 1997, which happened to be on a James 
Bond film! The third was receiving the 
Academy Award for Editing earlier this year 
for my work on ‘Gravity’.

With Andy’s help I spent a few years 
working in every department, special effects, 
art, production and locations. It was while 
working as a location assistant that I first 
met Russell Lodge. Russell, who also lives 
in Buckland Common, is now a Production 
Supervisor on the ‘Harry Potter’ films.

My first meeting with Russell resulted 
in my employment as a Production Runner 
on a BBC TV show called ‘Plotlands’. I was 
shown how to operate a set of traffic 
lights and told to switch them to red when 
commanded over the radio. It was my job 
to stop cars driving through the shot. The 
show was filming on Ivinghoe Beacon for 
five warm summer months. It could not 
have been more idyllic. I would roll out of 
bed in St Leonards and be operating the 
traffic lights in the early sun by 8am.

Russell’s sister Janine is a Production 
Supervisor and also lives in the village. She 
was looking for a location assistant on a 
show in Scotland called ‘Hamish MacBeth’, 
shortly after I’d finished ‘Plotlands’ and 
Russell kindly advised me to see her. See 

what I mean about luck?
I had a great time in Plockton working 

for Janine. I was young and enthusiastic, 
yet it was not the role for me. I knew I 
wanted to be an editor and one day to 
graduate into directing. So when Janine 
called me a few months later and offered 
me the editing trainee job on a James Bond 
film, I had to pick my jaw off the floor. It’s 
one thing to get a break but another to get 
a break on a film series that you’ve grown 
up with and used to mimic with a Super 8 
camera with your brother.

The years since that career break 
have been tough. This industry is socially 
demanding, politically fractious and 

creatively intense. 
However, the work has 
always been a thrill and 
the time spent away from 
my family has meant that 
I’ve learnt never to be 
complacent.

The opportunities I’ve 
had thus far have led 
me into some strange 
and unique places, 
the Academy Awards 
ceremony being a perfect 
example. Of all the 
highlights of that night, 
it was the brief words I 
had with Sidney Poitier 
that will stay with me 
forever. They must remain 
secret, as to publish them 
would be to demean 
their importance to me. 
Needless to say, Mr Poitier 
is a hero of mine and I 
shook his hand and told 
him as much. He exceeded 
all my expectations and 
is an even greater man in 
person than he is on the 
screen. A true inspiration, 
and it was very special to 

meet him. So all those games in Buckland 
Wood, pretending to make films with my 
brother, eventually led to this quite surreal 
experience. 

Luck has played a huge part in my 
career, but it is who you know that matters 
in this business and I’ve known some 
pretty wonderful people. The key players 
responsible for getting me into the film 
industry and pushing me on my way all live 
or lived within this Parish.

I get to go to some weird and wonderful 
places now, but Cholesbury-cum-St 
Leonards will always be home.

Mark Sanger
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It has struck me that every time there 

is a report to write on the Hilltop pub 

scene, something or other is in a state of 

uncertainty that may well be resolved 

between when the copy is submitted 

and when you come to read it. This 

time uncertainty hangs over the Full 

Moon, White Lion and Rose and Crown.  

Meanwhile, the Black Horse and Old Swan 

sail serenely into what we hope will be a 

splendid English summer.

As has been reported for the past 
year, the sub-tenants who run the 
Full Moon display every sign of a 

financial liquidity shortfall. The evidence 
is in the restricted drinks supplies which 
can only come once a week on Fridays 
from Admiral Inns through their agents, 
Carlsberg. The unhappy consequence is 
a shortage of palatable ale in some of 
the busiest trading periods. Added to 
the supply shortages, there is insufficient 
support for the resident manager, Amber 
Brand, whose working hours have been 
too strenuous to be credibly quoted. 
As a consequence, Amber resigned her 
position in early May. Whilst she may 
continue in some capacity living in the 
pub and providing legal licence cover, 
the sub-tenants will have to resolve the 
management vacancy urgently.

Plans for summer events are a little 
sketchy at the time of writing, but a new 
food menu was expected to be introduced 
in May. Every weekend in the summer there 

will be a bouncy castle in the garden. 
The negotiations for the purchase of 

the White Lion are continuing between 
solicitors representing the current owners 
and a local interest group. Up-to-date 
progress reports are sent to those who have 
expressed an interest and can be viewed 
at www.savethewhitelion.co.uk. A private 
company has been formed and bank 
accounts created as the purchase vehicle 
for interested participants. A tenant will be 
engaged to lease the building and operate 
the pub as his/her own business, paying 
rent to the company that has been formed. 
Although the building needs some remedial 
work and the fixtures and fittings relevant 
to serving food and drinks in a pub setting 
need to be reinstated, a re-launch later this 
summer is foreseen. 

A recent visitor to the Black Horse found 
the grounds and garden nicely groomed 
for the coming summer. Although Sandra 

Summer news of  
Hilltop pubs

Taylor’s manager at Punch Taverns has 
recently changed, she is pleased that there 
seems to have been no regression from the 
fair treatment that she feels the previous 
manager gave her. Sandra has decided to 
keep the pub open on Sunday evenings for 
the foreseeable future.

English sports car enthusiasts should 
note that an MG Club Pride of Ownership 
meet will be held at the Black Horse on the 
evening of 24 June. Although tyre kicking 
would not be appropriate, those interested 
would be welcome to drop by.

Popular food service is continuing to 
mark the growing success of the Old Swan. 
Given the expanding demand during the 
winter and spring, Sam Gayler has been 
engaged as a sous chef to support Aarron 
Daniell with the food preparation. As an 
indicator, 110 meals were served on Easter 
Monday with over half prepared on the 
barbeque in the garden. New round tables 
that will be bookable are now being added 
in the garden to accommodate overflow 

summer diners. Speciality food tasting 
nights are continuing with one featuring 
truffles already held in May, and the next 
one featuring Buckinghamshire veal to 
come on 26 June. The theme of these 
tastings is locally sourced ingredients with 
presentations given by their purveyors. 
To receive occasional updates on coming 
events and Wednesday evening fixed 
price menus, you can subscribe at www.
theoldswanpub.co.uk. You will need to 
book for the set menu lunch planned for 
Fathers’ Day on 15 June. 

The Matthews have appealed the 
decision by Chiltern District Council 
Planning Committee to refuse permission 
for a temporary change of use of the Bull 
from a pub to a nursery and the upstairs to 
a temporary residence. This is on-going as 
is the vacancy at the Rose and Crown. My 
contact at Enterprise Inns was not available 
for comment at the time this was written.

Bill Ingram
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Such are his theatrical credits that Frank 
always gets a mention in the Christmas 
panto. What higher praise could there 

be? If you want more evidence of this claim, 
I need only tell you that, should one of our 
family be away on holiday, they make sure 
that any postcards sent home are clearly 
marked with the words ‘Hello Frank’ boldly 
written above the address!

Frank is a true ‘local’, born at Chiltern 
Cottages in Buckland Common, and still 
refers to our nearest town as ’Chezzum’. 
He’s delivered to every patch around Tring, 
from Marsworth and Aldbury to the North, 
and St Leonards and Chivery to the South 
and, in those early days, all on a bicycle 
with probably no more than 3 gears, a rusty 
chain and long heavy worsted trousers. A 

postman must have had sturdy legs and 
a good set of lungs to get up Wigginton 
Twist. Now it’s all red vans and ironically, 
blue shorts and white legs. Thankfully, and 
to avoid impropriety, Frank has resisted this 
growing trend! 

It has always been a personal rule never 
to underestimate anyone I meet. Frank and 
his wife Angela are no exception. Apart 
from their day-to-day work, (Angela is a 
care worker in Aylesbury), they have both 
given a great deal to the community, with 
involvement in various local Youth Clubs 
and continued support for the Florence 
Nightingale Hospice. On a number of 
occasions, Dorrit and I have joined Frank 
and Angela at a Youth Club Fundraising 
event at, you’ll be surprised to learn, the 
local bowling alley in Aylesbury. I mention 
this as a word of warning. Never play this 
couple for money. Frank hurls the heavy 
ball towards the pins with some ferocity 
and Angela looks genuinely disappointed if 
she doesn’t have a 10-pin ‘strike’ with every 
attempt. Despite our undoubted, though 
probably delusional skills, we have never 
managed to beat the Butlers. 

I suspect that Frank knows a great 
deal more about us than we know about 
him. He’s delivered our mail for nearly 30 
years. Our daily post reveals a great deal. 
He knows where we went on holiday; the 
political hue of our regular magazines; how 
many bills are printed with the conspicuous 
red lettering of overdue payments; how 
many (or how few) birthday cards we 
receive. Yet, despite bribing Frank with tea 
and Dorrit’s chocolate cake for many years, 
it has proved (sadly) a fruitless attempt to 
elicit one word of scandalous village gossip. 
Your ever-present postman is the epitome 
of discretion (I can hear the sighs of relief 
from as far away as St Leonards)!

I will admit to hearing the odd tale of 
certain ladies of these parishes experiencing 
‘wardrobe malfunctions’ when being 
surprised by Frank outside their front door. 
But certainly no names! I’ve been told 

of his delivery of spindly-legged crickets 
to ‘Overburnts’, when it was more of a 
retirement home for hungry budgerigars 
than a splendid country residence. Even 
more disturbing were Frank’s regular 
deliveries of pig sperm to the old Walls Pig 
Farm at Hastoe. It’s enough to put a chap 
off his Sunday morning rashers! 

I should end this tribute on a personal 
note. In 2009 our daughter Francesca 
was married at St Laurence, Cholesbury. 
As the service ended, the beaming bride 
and groom stepped out into the sunlit 
churchyard, closely followed by the dewy-
eyed mother and father of the bride. And 
who was there to greet us? You’ll have 
guessed.

Frank and Angela Butler threw their 
(biodegradable) confetti towards the 
happy couple and joined the waiting crowd 
in a heartfelt cheer. It was better than a 
telegram from the Queen. Better than a 
sooty chimney sweep. 

A man in a red van who bothers to turn 
up at your daughter’s wedding? Now that’s 
what I call a real ‘postie’.

Stephen Cartmell

In March 2014, Frank Butler, our own redoubtable village ‘postie’, celebrated 40 years of 

service with what we once knew as the GPO. And just as some celebrities are elevated to 

the status of ‘national treasure’, Frank, albeit on a smaller stage, is commonly regarded as 

our own village icon.

40 years a ‘Postie’
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St	  Leonards	  Village	  Fête	  	  

	  

	  
	  

7th	  June	  2014	  	  	  	  	  	  
Opening	  2pm	  

Horse	  Show	  (Starts	  9am)	  
Companion	  Dog	  Show	  

Pedigree	  &	  Novelty	  Classes	  
(Booking	  from	  1pm	  	  Judging	  2pm	  PROMPT)	  

	  
Jazz	  Band,	  owls,	  bric-‐a-‐brac,	  mini	  beer	  festival.	  

Children’s	  games,	  barbeque,	  cakes,	  ice	  cream,	  Pimms.	  	  
Coconut	  shy,	  games,	  tombola,	  plants,	  vintage	  cars.	  

Cream	  teas,	  refreshments	  and	  much	  more.	  
	  

More	  information	  01494	  758567	  or	  www.wherecanwego.com	  
Donation	  requested	  on	  entrance	  –	  Adults	  £1,	  children	  50p	  

Free	  parking	  –	  Free	  programme	  

REVEREND  
PIPPA SOUNDY

There was a Welcome Service for Pippa 
Soundy at The Lee Parish Church 
on Friday 16 May. This simple but 

important service committed Pippa by her 
legal ‘Declaration of Assent’, signed by 
Pippa herself and the Churchwardens, to 
her ministry in the four parishes.

The hymns and readings were chosen 
by Pippa who spoke to express her great 
pleasure at having the opportunity to work 
in the villages. She has come to join David 
as an Associate Priest for two days a week 
and will be based in St Leonards church 
room on Thursday and Friday. Pippa will 
also be part of the Sunday rota covering 
The Lee, St Leonards, Cholesbury and 
Hawridge Churches. Do look out for her – 
she’d love to meet you!

Pippa, we are delighted to welcome you!
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by the Reverend 

David Burgess

I’ve been reading 

‘Giving up the 

Ghost’, the 

autobiography 

of the historical 

novelist Hilary Mantel. It’s a beautifully and 

movingly-written work, and I was struck 

by the author’s reflections on reaching mid-

life. Here’s part of what she wrote: 

“You come to this place, mid-life ... 
suddenly you’re staring fifty in the face. 
When you turn and look back down the 
years, you glimpse the ghosts of other lives 
you might have led. All your houses are 
haunted by the person you might have been. 
The wraiths and phantoms creep under your 
carpets and between the very warp and weft 
of your curtains, they lurk in wardrobes and 
lie flat under drawer liners ...”

Those of us around this age probably 
know, enjoy and perhaps quote the cheery 
and positive sayings that go with our 
stage in life – “fifty is the new thirty”, 
“growing old is compulsory but growing 
up is optional”, and so on. But that excerpt 
gives hints of something deeper and darker 
about the whole process, a sense of loss and 
regret, however prosperous and successful 
the individual’s life may have been.

The message of faith, though, is that 
God is with us at every stage of our lives – 
in our decisions, choices, and circumstances. 
And it’s a part of Christian belief that our 
relationship with him isn’t static, that we 
can learn about ourselves and about him as 

we progress through life’s experiences, and 
that part of our task in life is simply to take 
care to put our trust in him.

With him we can indeed grow up as we 
grow old. He doesn’t wish bad events on us, 
but he allows us to grow as people of faith 
through those times. For example, I wish to 
God – literally – that my four-year spell of 
being quite seriously ill hadn’t happened, 
but I also know that the pre- and post-
illness versions of me are different, that the 
latter is, on balance, a better person than 
the former, and that part of the change 
is down to what I’ve learned, and what 
he and I have been through, during those 
years.

This is the God, don’t forget, who Jesus 
assures us through Matthew and Luke’s 
Gospels, takes care even to count the very 
hairs of our heads – an easier task in some 
of us than in others! Whatever may be 
happening, he has all bases covered. He 
knows about the lives we may have led 
and the people we may have been, but he 
is both intensely interested in, and loves 
deeply, each of us as we’ve turned out to be 
in the here and now.

That’s someone in whose company I’ll 
gladly both grow older and grow up.

Growing up with God
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CHURCH SERVICES 
DATE DAY St John the Baptist 

THE LEE 
St Leonard’s 
ST LEONARDS 

St Laurence 
CHOLESBURY 

St Mary’s 
HAWRIDGE 

1 June Sunday after 
Ascension 

8.00 am 
 

10.00 am 

Holy Communion 
 

Matins 

11.00 am Parish Communion 
with Sunday School 

9.30 am Holy Communion 9.30 am Family Service 

8 June PENTECOST 10.00 am Parish Communion 
with Sunday School 

6.00 pm Parish Communion 10.00 am Matins 9.30 am Holy Communion 

15 June TRINITY 10.00 am All Age Worship - Parish Communion - Shared Service at St 
Leonard’s 

11.00 am Shared Service at 
St Leonard’s 

22 June Trinity 1 10.00 am Parish Communion 9.00 am Breakfast Service 9.00 am Quiet Communion 11.00 am Parish Communion 
29 June Trinity 2 - - - - - - 10.00am Joint 4-Parish 

Service – Baptism 
Celebration 

6 July Trinity 3 8.00 am 
 

10.00 am 

Holy  Communion 
 

Matins 

11.00 am Parish Communion 
with Sunday School 

and Novi Most 
Presentation 

9.30 am Pets Blessing 9.30 am Family Service 

13 July Trinity 4 10.00 am Parish Communion 
with Sunday School 

6.00 pm Parish Communion 10.00 am Matins 9.30 am Holy Communion 

20 July Trinity 5 10.00 am WW1 
Commemoration 

Service 

- - - - 11.00 WW1 
Commemoration 

Service 
27 July Trinity 6 10.00 am Parish Communion 9.00 am Breakfast Service 9.00 am Quiet Communion 11.00 am Parish Communion  

 

Vicar and Rector 
The Revd. David Burgess 
01494836315 
d.burgess@clara.net 
The Vicarage , The Lee, 
Great Missenden 
Bucks, HP16 9LZ 
 
Parish Secretary 
Peggy Sear 
01442 863589 
peggysear@hotmail.co.uk  

Churchwardens 
The Lee 
Trevor Pearce 
01494 837601 
Trevorm.pearce@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Rod Neal 
01494 837264 
Rodandjane.neal@googlemail.com 
 
St Leonards 
Ann Horn 
01494 758250 
Annhorn43@aol.com 

 
Hawridge 
Elizabeth Tomlin 
01494 758214 
Joan Walton 
01494 758332 
 
Cholesbury 
John Farmer 
01494 758715 
Jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com 
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ST LEONARDS

Pippa - A small group of 
twelve of us met for 
an impromptu 

lunch at Church 
Cottage to 
introduce Pippa 
to some of the Hilltop 
Villagers. It was a lovely opportunity to 
chat informally with her and we much 
look forward to working with Pippa as she 
begins her ministry among us.

Thank you all so much for your support 
at Easter. The services were, as always, 
very well attended and St Leonards looked 
wonderful despite a lot of the spring 
flowers being over. We had to clear the 
church completely not long afterwards for 
the internal decoration – walls and ceilings 
– to begin.

We are now sparkling inside as well as 
out! The decoration has been completed 
and it does make a difference! We have 

used the same subtle colour that we used 
on the outside and our little church glows! 
A small working party has cleaned, polished 
and replaced everything stored for a couple 
of weeks in the vestry and the church room 
and we hope you will approve! Thank you 
so very much to those who turned up on 
Saturday 10 May and worked tirelessly to 
achieve this.

Please do come and join us at our 
Breakfast Service on Sunday 22 June and 
Sunday 27 July. We welcome you all - old 
and young!  As many of you know, it’s a 
simple service lasting just half an hour but 
there’s always, hopefully, something for 
you to take away - not just the wonderful 
coffee - but also a few thoughts.  We are 
sincerely grateful to all of you who drop 
in at regular intervals, and to those of you 
who come with your families.   Please keep 
coming!

At our Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
on 30 April we recorded with regret the 
resignation of Michael Joseph who has 

ST LEONARDS
Holy Baptism

4 May 2014 Erin Ivy Miller

HAWRIDGE
Holy Baptism

13 April 2014   Harry Richard James Seddon

been our marvellous Secretary for more 
than sixteen years – his job will be taken 
over by Giles Pemberton. We did express 
our appreciation of Michael’s hard work 
- he was presented with two beautiful 
glass tankards and we imagine he will 
surely have more time to use them than 
before! Gill Fleckney also retired from the 
PCC, but fortunately she is continuing as 
our link with Novimost and Indira Zovko 
whom we support on an ongoing basis. She 
is also much appreciated as Gavin’s right 
hand woman on the Film Nights, which 
will continue in the Autumn. Gill, we are 
grateful to you and delighted that you are 
not really going!

It was wonderful to be a part of Betty 
Floyd’s 90th Birthday celebration at the 
Black Horse Pub Lunch on Wednesday 14 
May. Having all had a delicious lunch, Betty 
cut her cake -  beautifully made and iced 
by Sue Hetherington - which we all enjoyed 
with a cup of coffee. Betty blew out nine 
candles – one for each decade of her long 
and interesting life! If we can all be as 
bright and cheerful as Betty when we are 
ninety, we will count ourselves extremely 
fortunate! We felt privileged to share this 
special day with her.

Betty Floyd celebrates her 90th!

We are delighted that Pippa Soundy, David’s Associate Priest, has begun her work in the Villages. 
We do welcome her most warmly and know that she is going to be of enormous help to David and 
to us all. Pippa, who lives in Great Kingshill and knows this area well, will be based in the Church 
Room on Thursday (after 12 noon) and Friday each week. You can drop in to see her at any time 
but it’s probably better to leave a message in the Room – 757048 – to arrange a chat or a visit as 
she intends to be out and about getting to know everyone. Her email is pippasoundy@btinternet.
com and she replies almost by return!

On Sunday 4 May we welcomed Erin 
Miller into our congregation. It was a 
particularly special occasion as Erin’s 
parents, Rebecca and Carl, were married in 
St Leonards ten years ago. Erin, who looked 
so pretty in a pale pink dress, managed 
exceedingly well considering she was not 
feeling at her best; but she allowed her 
father to carry her up and down the aisle, 
led by David, so that we might all meet her. 
With four godparents and a large number 
of family and friends, it was a most happy 
occasion.

Do read the article on Lindengate in 
this edition. Lindengate is an exciting new 
charity co-founded by Charlie Powell and 
Sian Chattle (Charlie gardens regularly in 
St Leonards) and is offering therapeutic 
gardening activities for people with mental 
health issues. Bishop Alan is a patron and 
your support for this group of enthusiastic 
volunteers would be enormously 
appreciated.

Our next Tea Parties are on Wednesdays 
25 June and 23 July. These happy 
gatherings continue to flourish as we 
continue to welcome newcomers. Do join 
us if you can. We are always delighted to 
collect you and return you home if this 
of help. Just contact Anne Lake (01296 
620169) or Anne Butterworth (758700).

Erin Miller welcomed into the church
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HAWRIDGE

What a busy 
season and 
what a full 

calendar to come!
Felling of Horse 

Chestnut – Hawridge 
Churchyard now looks 
very different as the larger of our two horse 
chestnut trees was felled on 9 April in an 
effort to contain structural damage to the 
Church. Our surveyor has advised that the 

CHOLESBURY

Our fundraising 
programme 
started well 

this year with the 
Quiz, when about 
70 people were 
challenged with a wide range of questions. 
Thank you, Sandy and David, for questions 
that included well known quotes that we 
all knew but could not remember and a 
Marathon round of rhyming expressions. 
These were at just the right level. Our 
thanks to Brigid, Liz and Rosie, who 
prepared a fine supper of sausages, mash 
and peas with superb gravy. This year all 
the cooks were able to enjoy the Quiz as 
Hannah and Fay kindly served the food and 
washed up. The net income was £759 which 
is just £2 more than last year!

Cholesbury church’s Annual Meeting 
reviewed a busy year. We used the same 
worship scheme as previous years including 
the big events and regular services. 
We were pleased to welcome Maggie 
Carruthers and Philip Harrison as members 
of the PCC and we look forward to them 
sharing in the various jobs. The financial 
report showed our balance increased by 
£1,367 and we realise this is only made 
possible by villagers generously supporting 
our fund raising activities. Fortunately, 
there were no maintenance costs this year. 
The year-long work of flower arranging, 
led by Dorrit, was acknowledged for its 
contribution to the atmosphere for our 
worship.

Many thanks to Wendy Smith, who 
prepared lovely posies for our Mothering 
Sunday service. The service was led by 
David White, who is new to Cholesbury.   
Fortunately, he does not suffer from hay 
fever!

Susi Wooldridge contacted me about her 
family graves in Cholesbury churchyard. We 
discussed her parents, John and Margaretta 

Wooldridge, who lived at Benton Potts 
from 1943 to1983. Their grave shows John 
as a highly decorated RAF pilot and Susi 
told me her Wing Commander father had 
flown 97 sorties with Bomber Command 
and preferred flying De Havilland 
Mosquitos. He was involved with the Anglo-
American project FIDO (Fog Investigation 
and Dispersal Operation). John was a 
composer and wrote the score for Dirk 
Bogarde’s film ‘Appointment in London’ 
but died sadly in a car crash in 1958 age 39.

It was through music that John met 
Margaretta, who was a RADA graduate and 
gifted Shakespearean actress. Before WW2, 
Margaretta acted in ‘Love’s Labour Lost’ at 
the Old Vic and appeared in Korda’s classic 
film ‘Things to Come’. Margaretta was the 
last surviving signatory of the document 
that led to the founding of Equity in 1934. 
During the War she toured with ENSA. She 
appeared in many West End plays, and 
was a narrator in concerts conducted by 
Sir Malcolm Sargent, with many television 
appearances in a career spanning 70 years. 
Television brought her to a huge audience 
when she played Mrs Pumphrey in ‘All 
Creatures Great and Small’ and, perhaps 
unfairly, this great Shakespearean actress 
will be best remembered for her role as a 
rich old lady. Susi herself received a BAFTA 
award for the 1987 film ‘Hope and Glory’.

Our annual Pets’ Service will be held 

Posies for Mother’s Day

tell-tale signs should still be continually 
monitored to gauge the effect encroaching 
roots may have had upon the foundations, 
as they had spread beneath the building. 
The latest advice is that the wall cracks 
have closed back to the position they were 
prior to last year’s dry Summer: good news 
if the situation is maintained. But if they 
open again, beam-bracing may need to be 
contemplated and this will be costly.

Baptism – We were delighted to 
celebrate with Harry Seddon, his parents 
and family at his Baptism on Sunday 13 
April. Carole Bird was especially proud to 
welcome her eleventh grandchild into the 
Church.

Easter Sunday – Our Easter Services were 
well attended in a flower-filled Church.   
Our thanks go to all our talented flower 
arrangers and to the Puren family for 
the colourful, pansy-filled Easter Garden. 
Both Services held additional celebrations 
and bouquets as Marion and Stanley Seal 
celebrated their Diamond Wedding on 
Easter Saturday and Sue and Guy Williams 

on Sunday 6 July at 9.30am and we hope 
the weather will again allow us to gather 
outside for the comfort of humans and 
animals alike.  This is a friendly, informal 
event with a deeper meaning and we 
invite you to join us with your pets. Dogs 
have become our staple pet over the years, 
but horses and goats have made their 
appearances, as have hens! Your pet will be 
most welcome.
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totted up their Pearl Anniversary on Easter 
Monday.

As many of you will know Churchwarden 
Joan Walton has been unwell recently and 
has had to curtail some of her usual duties. 
Progress is being made: we wish her and 
her family well and hope that by the time 
you read this, she will be well on the way to 
recovery.

May Fair – We are extremely grateful 
to Janet Hopkinson for stepping into the 
breach to organise our May Fair on 4 
May at short notice. She and Pete did an 
admirable job and perfect weather assisted 
in producing record takings in excess of 
£1,000. Our grateful thanks go to all our 
helpers and visitors from across the parishes 
and beyond.

Welcome to Pippa Soundy – Pippa joined 
our clerical/pastoral team at the beginning 
of May and her official welcome took the 
form of a Service at The Lee on 16 May.   
She is looking forward to her ministry in 
the four Parishes and to meeting you all.

Summer Concert – Friday 20 June – 7pm 
at the School. Iain Ledingham, founder and 
Artistic Director of the Amersham Festival 
of Music, returns for his ever popular 
annual visit. Tickets are £15 to include 
refreshments. Please let me know if you can 
join us for his recital with two guest singers 
– and music for all tastes! I should be really 
grateful for any assistance you can give in 
selling tickets or in lending your support 
by providing plates of finger food for the 
buffet supper.

Patronal Festival Service and Renewal 
of Baptismal Vows – a Four-Parish Service 
on Sunday 29 June. All the parishes come 
together this year at our Patronal Festival 
of St Mary, when those baptised recently 
are invited to join us in renewing Baptismal 
Vows.

New Blood! We are looking for new 
recruits! So if you feel you fit the bill and 
would be able to help, please contact the 
Rector (837315) or contact Elizabeth Tomlin 
(758214) for further details.

Hilltop News representative – We need 
someone to prepare copy for this bi-
monthly Newsletter. Mentoring is available.

PCC – We have at least two places to 
be filled on our PCC. If you are interested 
in maintaining a vibrant future for our 
Church, please ring us. We meet four 
times a year as well as at an open Annual 
Meeting.

Annual Fete – The Annual Fete, our 
main source of income, is on Bank Holiday 
Monday 25 August, but pre-planning 
meetings start in May. If you can help 
organise, run a stall, prepare and/or clear 
the site or loan us a marquee or gazebo, do 
make contact and a committee member will 
call you.

Visit to Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 
– We are currently planning a visit in the 
Autumn to our Diocesan Cathedral, Christ 
Church at Oxford. We hope it will be over 
the half-term holiday. Coach travel will be 
provided and there will be a guided tour of 
the Cathedral (including the Great Hall of 
Alice in Wonderland fame), afternoon tea 
and a chance to attend Choral Evensong. 
Watch this space!
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY 
COMMONS 
PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY
Calendar photos
Following the success of our calendar last 
year we hope to produce another for 
2015. We know that we have lots of keen 
photographers amongst you and hope 
that you will again be happy to share any 
that you have taken on the Commons. It 
is always good to have as much variety 
as possible. Most need to be in landscape 
format especially the main pictures for the 
month. Please send any you have now to 
lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk but don’t forget 
to take your camera with you on your walks 
throughout the rest of the year.

New series of cards
At present we are working on producing 
a new set of cards: this time of Commons 
flora, photographed by Isobel Clark and 
Linda Wordsworth, which should be on sale 
before too long. Again they are a stunning 
set of images and we very much appreciate 
being able to use them. They will be blank 
so that you can use them for any occasion. 

Website
Another exciting project is our new 
website which Michelle Storm has been 
constructing. We hope that it will be up and 
running soon and should be a lovely record 
of our commons. We are very grateful to 
Michelle for all of her hard work.

Moth trapping and butterfly event
Peter Bygate and David Dennis plan to have 
a moth trapping evening on the Commons 
on Saturday 21 June and to identify and 
release them in the morning of Sunday 
22nd. We haven’t yet got full details for 
this but we will keep you informed on New 

Grapevine. It is crucial to have the right 
weather conditions and we may have to 
alter at short notice. We also hope to have 
another butterfly event with David at a 
date to be confirmed.

Ponds
We recently commissioned a survey of both 
Pallett’s Pond and the Dew Pond by pond 
expert Rod D’Ayala. Rod is of the opinion 
that Pallett’s Pond was once considerably 
bigger and that it may have extended 
towards The Bury and on the opposite 
side of the Cholesbury to Wigginton Road 
towards the cricket pavilion. He believes 
that spoil from nearby building work may 
have been used to reduce its size. We 
would be interested to know if anyone 
has any evidence that this was the case. A 
map of Cholesbury in 1899 appears to show 
it much as it is now but if you have any 
earlier maps or photographs please contact 
Lindsay Griffin (758440) or by email.
Rod confirmed that the use of black plastic 
had reduced the incidence of New Zealand 
Pygmy Weed and suggested that “to make 
the weighing down of the plastic easier 
and create a better wildlife habitat, the 
plastic could be covered with local natural 
spoil. The plastic could then perhaps be 
left in place once it has killed the Crassula 
(NZPW) – and the spoil covering the plastic 
be allowed to colonise naturally and/or be 
planted up with appropriate native local 
species”.

Among other recommendations Rod 
has suggested that it would be useful to 
carry out further surveys of the species in 
and around the Pond, since he believes 
that Pallett’s Pond could support up 
to five species of amphibians, making 
it an important habitat. We certainly 
have common frogs, common toads and 
smooth newts and may also have palmate 
newts. Fortunately, two of our committee 
members, Linden Bevan-Pritchard and 
David Barnard have recently been on an 
amphibian identification course and are 

happy to investigate the ponds to make 
use of their new skills. The amphibian 
identification course was one of a series in 
the Chilterns Commons Project designed to 
help local people learn to survey species on 
their own commons. 

Male palmate newt

Unlike Pallett’s Pond, the Dew Pond, which 
is fed only by rainwater, does not appear 
to suffer from pollutants from the road 
or other sources. Despite the fact that it 
does not hold water all year, it is of special 
interest since it has the county’s rare water 
purslane and water crowfoot. At present, 
it is largely dominated by soft rush, which 
could out-compete the rarer plants and 
Rod says that an overriding reason for 
the management of the Dew Pond is to 
maintain or improve its value for nature 
conservation purposes. He has suggested 
some management tasks for the pond and 
its immediate surrounds, which include 
removal of the brambles and some of the 
rush. We would like to undertake this work 
when resources permit. 

Mosses
Well done to anyone who was able to 
identify the plant on the inside cover as 
a moss (Juniper hair cap moss). Isobel has 
been recording these species (bryophytes) 
for the first time on the Commons and 
her close-up photos of them are quite 
extraordinary. It isn’t surprising if you 
couldn’t identify the photo since the red 
flower-like male inflorescences are only 
a millimetre in size. Most of the mosses 
that Isobel has been able to identify, with 

the help of the Bucks Plant Recorder, 
Roy Maycock, and a specialist bryophyte 
expert, have been in the scrub area along 
the bottom ride south of Horseblock but 
she hopes to do a similar investigation on 
the heathland areas. It will probably be 
better to do this in wetter conditions. Rod 
d’Ayala points out that wet acid habitats 
such as the Dew Pond are rare features for 
the Chilterns and any, even small areas of 
such habitat, could support uncommon or 
local species and so a survey of bryophytes 
around the Dew Pond could be of interest.

Mallard mystery
We are all quite used to seeing occasional 
ducks on Pallett’s Pond but several residents 
of Hawridge have been having regular 
visits from female mallards with up to 
three attendant males. At first we thought 
that we were all seeing the same ducks. 
However, this seems not to be the case since 
they each appear to spend most of the day 
in different gardens. One female nested 
in a bush by the front door of Thresher’s 
Barn last year and again earlier this year. It 
may be that she and some of her progeny 
have come back to Hawridge to nest this 
year. They seem to be extraordinarily tame, 
placid and fun to watch, though Linden 
observed “a rather alarming mating, when 
the male seemed to push the female’s head 
under the water, finishing with dragging 
her along with his beak hanging on to her 
head”. Apparently, this behavior is not 
uncommon in mallards and drakes have 
been known to drown the female in their 
enthusiasm to mate. Linden concluded that 
“in the event, she ended up looking quite 
pleased!” Maybe she was just happy to 
have survived!

Owls
Linden has recently been in contact with 
Dave Short from Bucks Owl and Raptor 
Group. Dave came in early May to monitor 
our boxes at the entrance to the Fort. Each 
of the boxes has been occupied though 
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not quite as we had envisaged. The tawny 
owl box had a stock dove sitting on eggs 
and the barn owl box had a young tawny 
and an infertile egg. The fact that there 
were only two eggs rather than their usual 
three suggested to Dave that this was a 
young tawny who had not bred before. 
Overall though, this appears to have been a 
good year for both types of owl, with high 
occupancy rates in the other boxes that he 
has monitored countywide. 

Dave is currently waiting for more boxes 
to be constructed by inmates at Aylesbury 
Jail, so that further boxes can be installed 
around our area. These are considerably 
cheaper than similar boxes available from 
RSPB.

Subscriptions
If you haven’t already done so, you can pay 
your annual subscription (£10 per adult 
or £20 per family) to our treasurer, Ben 
Lewis, 7 Sandpit Hill Cottages, Cholesbury 
Lane, Cholesbury HP23 6NF (758843). Ben 
can also provide you with an email form if 
you wish to pay by Standing Order. He can 
be contacted by email: lewis.cholesbury@
gmail.com. Donations are of course always 
welcome. 

Lindsay Griffin

Our Cholesbury-bred tawny owl
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The Spanish or Portuguese had brought 
the first oranges (or ‘naranges’ to be 
more accurate) to Europe from China 

around the 15th century. Somewhere along 
the way the ‘n’ was lost in translation and 
the first use found in English was of the 
word Orange referring only to the fruit. 
It would be another hundred or so years 
before the word was also used to describe 
the colour. Prior to this, when wanting to 
describe the colour orange, either the word 
red or yellow might have been used or 
alternately the Old English word geoluread, 
which in modern English means ‘yellow-
red’ or if a darker hue the OE equivalent of 
‘red-yellow’.

The consequence of this late arrival 
of the word orange in our language has 
been that it was not available at the time 
when the vast majority of our plants and 
animals were being described and named 
for the first time. It does not take too long 
when hunting through the names of our 
British wildlife to find some examples to 
prove this point. The red fox has strong 
associations with Celtic customs and 
religious ceremonies, including a common 
familiar for witches called Rufus, meaning 
‘red-haired’. The red squirrel, which has 
become an icon for British species under 
threat, is these days restricted to a number 

HILLTOP NEWS NATuRE NOTES

Orange by any other name

of coniferous forest and island enclaves. 
The pelt of the red squirrel was much 
sought after in the Middle Ages as a lining 
for cloaks and known as ‘vair’ and is also 
important in heraldic nomenclature, being 
depicted on shields. 

Amongst the bird community the most 
obvious misnomer is the robin redbreast. 
An anthology of the robin in religion and 
folklore provides associations with Jesus 
Christ, whose blood was spilt on the robin’s 
breast and in Norse mythology it was a 
storm bird associated with the blood and 
thunder of the God Thor. The sobriquet 
‘redbreast’ and robin was subsequently 
applied to a wide selection of unrelated 
species when naming other bird species 
emblazoned with a distinctive breast colour, 
such as the American robin, whose breast 
plumage is even more orange than its 
cousin the European robin. Other birds with 
misleading names include the redstart, the 
male of which uses its bright orange tail-
feathers in territorial displays and the red-
crested pochard, an example of waterfowl 
with bright orange plumage on the head 
and neck. And lest we forget one of our 
local birds of prey, the red kite has orange 
rather than red tail-feathers!

Looking for insects, I was convinced the 
red admiral had red colouration but no, 

rather than red it has deep orange flashes! 
So what of the large red damselfly, oft seen 
darting and loitering near ponds around 
here? Wrong again: it has a bright orange 
articulated abdomen.

Right at the outset I knew there was 
at least one example of an animal species 
labelled ‘orange’ and though I trawled 
through several tomes I could not find 
any others. I stand to be corrected but the 
orange tip butterfly has the distinction 
of being the only British plant or animal 
to include orange in its name (only the 
male displays the orange colouration). 
However, even this example may be more 
to do with a tribute to Prince William of 
the Netherlands and the House of Orange, 
for which there is a wholly separate 
derivation of the word ‘orange’. A group 
of closely-related butterflies were probably 
all given the name ‘The Prince of Orange 
butterfly’. Around 1750 it was properly 
identified as a separate species, its name 
shortened to orange tip, and was given 
a defined scientific name by the Swedish 
Biologist and father of Taxonomy, Carl 
Linnaeus. Amongst British wild flowers I 
also drew a blank. To be honest there are 
very few British wild flowers which are 
orange, but for the one or two examples I 
noticed rather than ‘red’, ‘yellow’ has been 
substituted to describe flowering plants 
with orange flowers. For example, the 
yellow horned poppy. 

Turning to the exotic world of the 
lichens, they also obliged with a ubiquitous 
variety to be found on trees and stones 
called the common orange lichen, 
which was another one first described 
by Linnaeus. So what brought about a 
change? By the 18th century the word 
orange as a colour description had been 
adopted. It is also no coincidence that Kew 
Gardens, which was established in 1759, 
quickly became the dominant institution 
for identifying new species brought back 
by plant hunters from the expeditions 

From our school history lessons many of us might recall Nell Gwyn as a mistress of Charles 

II. History also records that the reason that she came to the attention of the Monarch was 

her occupation as a fruit-seller or more accurately ‘orange wench’. The oranges which she 

purveyed were much smaller and sweeter than the orange we are familiar with today. 

They were on sale priced 6d each at the King’s Theatre, where Nell plied her trade and 

came to the attention of Charles. They were known colloquially as ‘a chinese’: a reference 

to the geographic origins of the fruit trees which had been grown in special walled 

gardens in China since 2,500BC.

to every corner of the rapidly expanding 
British Empire. So orange became part 
of the botanical nomenclature for newly 
discovered plants around the world.

That’s all this time. Questions and 
comments to chrisbrown@rayshill,com 
(758890).

Chris Brown
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Pub Lunch Club
The Pub Lunch Club meets at lunchtimes 
(12.30pm) at the Black Horse on the second 
Wednesday of each month. It is open to 
anyone living in, or connected with the 
Hilltop Villages, who is around in the 
middle of the day and fancies a break and 
a chat over a meal.  It also provides an 
opportunity for those who might otherwise 
not find it easy to get to local social events. 
If a lift is needed there and back this can be 
arranged. On offer is a two-course meal for 
just £9. 

The next few dates for your diary are:  
Wednesdays 11 June, 10 July and 14 
August. Booking needs to be made in 
advance by telephone (758890) or 
email goodneighbours@cholesbury.com

Public services contact numbers
Bucks CC has produced a very comprehensive 
guide for whom to contact for all their 
services, as well as those of the other public 
service organisations including District 
Councils, Voluntary organisations, GP 
practices, Hospitals etc. Copies are available 
from doctors’ surgeries, libraries etc. For 
those who prefer an electronic version, for 
the laptop or tablet, there is a pdf version 
which can be downloaded via the ‘Hilltop 
Villages Good Neighbours Directory’ section 
of the Good Neighbours webpage at www. 
cholesbury.com. The Good Neighbours Group 
also has some hard copies available.

Chris Brown, Good Neighbours Group 
(758890)

Good Neighbours Group

At any time one quarter of the people 

in Britain suffer from some form of 

depression, so everybody knows someone 

involved even if they themselves haven’t 

lived with it. 

In the tracks of everyone the black dog 
stalks where lies fear, guilt, blame and, 
often, a feeling of utter helplessness. 

It’s a big problem that is all around us, but 
difficult to talk about. 

Historically, it’s very much the Cinderella 
end of the NHS. Finding the right 
medication is important, but this can feel 
like putting everything on ice whilst hoping 
it will go away. When someone’s depression 
is serious but not suicidal it always feels as 
though there is a lot of hanging about and 
uncertainty involved.  

Along with technically clinical responses, 
it’s also helpful to engage in activities, 
as people can, that involve other people 
in a non-invasive way. These need to be 
manageable personally and spiritually 
nourishing, and sustainable. Social and 
therapeutic horticulture offers a new 
and creative response to an age-old 
and pervasive problem. Lindengate is a 
local start-up charity that has secured 
options on local land for people in this 
area. The project is realistic, focussed 
and collaborative. I am delighted to be 
associated with it.

Rt Revd Dr Alan Wilson,  
patron of Lindengate

Bishop Alan  
introduces 
Lindengate

Lindengate needs your help
Lindengate has signed a lease to operate 
on a large site that used to be allotments 
next to the Worlds End Garden centre 
outside Wendover. We are dedicated to 
providing gardening/horticulture-based 
programmes to help those dealing with 
mental health issues on their road to 
recovery. We will do this by creating an 
environment that encourages a structured 
process of recovery where our activities 
support people in becoming more self-
confident and able to take those ‘first steps’ 
towards recovery. Whether growing food, 
herbs or other plants or taking part in other 
market gardening activities, the relaxed 
and structured environment will make a big 
impact on all who come to us.

Whilst our immediate need is still for 
financial backing, ultimately Lindengate’s 
long term success will depend on the time 
and expertise we get from our volunteers. 
As a community project we are keen to 
involve as many local people as possible. We 
have a growing body of volunteers helping 
to prepare Lindengate for launching 
in September and have many different 
opportunities for anyone to get involved 
in both the set-up and/or future running of 
the charity. Whether you are able to offer 
specific specialist skills or just enthusiasm, as 
a one off or on a regular basis, anyone will 
be able to contribute.

If you are interested in supporting 
Lindengate as a donor or volunteer please 
email us at info@lindengate.org.uk with 
your contact information and look out 
on Facebook, twitter and our website 
(www.lindengate.org.uk) for regular 
updates. Alternatively, please come along 
to our Volunteer Information Evening at 
Wendover Library on Wednesday 5 June 
from 5 -7pm or call either Charlie Powell 
(07837 239328) or Sian Chattle (07773 
884057) for an informal chat.
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CURVACEOUS COOK
I am aware that I rarely provide pud recipes - probably because I don’t eat them - but here are  

a couple of really quick and easy ones that are great for summer.

Tangy Orange and Lemon Cream

Put the juice and rind of one big juicy orange and two lemons into a jug.

Stir in 2 tbs or so sugar (depending on how sweet you like things).

Lay 4 trifle sponges in the bottom of a bowl.

Whip ½ pint double cream and, as it thickens, add the sugared juice and rind.

Pour over the sponges and leave overnight. Done!

Decorate with more rind, softened by simmering gently for about 10 minutes  

and then drying on kitchen roll.

Rhubarb and Ginger Layer for 8

Melt 60g unsalted butter and stir in well.

250g crushed ginger biscuits. Set aside to cool.

Gently mix or fold together : 250g mascarpone (the low fat one is fine if you can find it).

300ml whipped double cream at the soft peak stage.

75g icing sugar.

Have ready 500g cooked rhubarb.

In glasses layer up: biscuit; cream and rhubarb.

Chill for at least an hour, but take out of fridge at least 10 minutes before eating to get the best flavour.

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com

CHOLESBuRY CAMP TRiViA 
Answer to Cholesbury Camp question on 
page 10.  Amazingly all three would fit, 
with Wembley Stadium being the largest 
and Albert Hall the smallest! In fact The 
O2 Arena, aka Millennium Dome, would 
almost fit too! 
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to 

the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the August/September edition should be sent 
to Graham Lincoln or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 9 July latest. 
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