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Despite a tremendous effort by the 
Hilltop Villagers to raise enough 
funds to purchase the White Lion, 

and much time and endeavour by the 
Community Pub Company set up to manage 
the purchase, the amount raised fell just 
short of the new owner’s demands. As 
well as fund-raising, members of the local 
community had shown their generosity 
and concern for this project by offering 
services free or on a reduced fee basis. The 
Company continues to try and get the pub 
re-opened and would consider another 
attempt to buy should it come back on the 
market.

Chiltern District Council’s policy is 
to permit loss of community facilities, 
like village pubs, only in ‘exceptional 
circumstances’ and has given the White 
Lion owners until 1st October to submit a 
planning application for change of use. Bill 
Ingram keeps us updated on the White Lion 
and other local pubs in his report.

Front cover 
Pallett’s Pond in 
high summer: in this 
issue the Commons 
Preservation Society get 
beneath the surface…

Community effort in vain

The magic of the annual St Leonards Parish Hall 
Fete. Report and more photos inside…

Also in this issue…

•   When Buckland Common was home to 
cider-making

•   Fond memories of work and play on our 
Commons

•  An enchanting evening at St Leonards

•  Hospice showcases its gardens

•  Superfast Broadband: it’s coming our way

Plus our regular features…

Nature Notes looks at two plants which 
brighten disturbed ground

Curvaceous Cook  has tips on bottling 
apples

…plus all the rest of the news from our 
churches, school, clubs and societies.

The annual St Leonards Parish Hall Fete in 
the first week of June looked like being 
a washout as torrential rain hampered 
early morning preparations, while the 
horse show ploughed on regardless. But, 
thanks to Dave Clarke and his willing team 
of helpers, and a sudden change in the 
weather, all went well and we eventually 
enjoyed blue skies and sunshine, which 
helped bring in extra visitors and raise more 
funds for the Hall. 

Look out for the school report. In this 
issue, as an agreeable change of tack, it has 
been written by some of the pupils.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
As I come to write my second contribution 

to Hilltop News, I am delighted to be doing 

it whilst enjoying such a wonderful spell of 

good weather! 

Highways
Hopefully, it will have been noticed that 
the LAT team has been making the most 
of this fantastically sunny and dry weather 
to make great progress to resolve many 
of the road surfacing issues in the Parish. 
Work to mend potholes is always on-going, 
but has recently included areas on Little 
Twye, Parrotts Lane and Bottom Road with 
a temporary fix having been made to Oak 
Lane and Cholesbury Lane until 2015, when 
hopefully there will be room in the budget 
for a proper resurfacing to take place. Both 
the Cabinet Member for Transportation, 
Ruth Viggor-Heddersley and County 
Councillor, Patricia Birchley, have been 
made very aware of the issues as a result of 
continued pressure from the Council and 
have committed to this long-term plan.

The LAT team has also been busy 
clearing gullies on Rays Hill and replacing 
warning posts by Pallett’s Pond. Further 
work down the Vale, between The Black 
Horse and Nut Hazel Cross Farm, is planned 
for August.
Unfortunately, the long-awaited arrival 

of the Super Sucker, to fix the flooding 
at the bottom of Sandpit Hill, proved 

only to provide a temporary solution. It 
has therefore been agreed that work to 
improve the drainage around the site is 
needed, involving the reinstatement of an 
overgrown ditch by the side of the road. 
Discussions are currently ongoing with 
the relevant landowners to allow this and 
the Council is pushing for the work to be 
completed before the onset of winter.

Community defibrillator
The secure storage box and awareness 
sign has been delivered and we are now 
awaiting installation of the equipment 
onto the side of Cholesbury Village Hall. 
Once this has been finalized a training and 
awareness session will be organized for the 
public.

CQC call for evidence
Have you used the South Central 
Ambulance NHS Trust Service recently 
and would like to submit feedback? 
The Care Quality Commission will be 
inspecting this service, whose remit includes 
Buckinghamshire, from 8 September 2014.

The inspection team is interested in the 
experiences of people who have had to use 
an ambulance in an emergency, as well as 
from those who use an ambulance to get 
to a clinic, etc, and may do so regularly. This 
includes experience from:

•  first making a call for an ambulance
•  the response
•   the care provided on the phone and 

getting on and off an ambulance
•  what happens on the ambulance

You can send evidence of high-quality 
care as well as any concerns you may have. 
The inspection team will ask these five 
questions about the Trust and its services:
•  Is it safe?
•  Is it effective?
•  Is it caring?
•  Is it responsive to people’s needs?
•  Is it well-led?

Your councillors are:
John Allen, Chairman: 758095
Nigel Blomfield, 758314
Chris Brown, 758890
Philip Matthews, 758205
John Minting, 758206
Francis Sanger, 758767
Judith Joseph: 758702

You can send feedback to: 
hospitalinspections@cqc.org.uk or ring 
CQC on 03000 616161. Please put the name 
of the Trust you are sending information 
about in the title of the e-mail to help them 
pass it to the right inspection team.

Hayley Lewis, Clerk to the Council 
758843 parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

THE MILLENNIUM 
BENCH

I am certain that most of you will have 
noticed and even sat upon the bench 
positioned on the site of the bus shelter 

on Cholesbury Common near the cricket 
club. It has been wonderfully refurbished 
for the first time since its installation by 
John Horn (above), community stalwart 
and former parish councillor. Do go and 
look at it, sit on it and enjoy the peace and 
tranquillity of the surroundings. All that is 
needed now is a table in the middle of it!

John Allen



6  Hilltop News Hilltop News 7

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

Many 
congratulations 
to HS2AA 

and Hillingdon Council 
who have had their 
complaints concerning 
the Government’s 
failure to conduct a 
Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) for 
HS2 supported by the Aarhus Compliance 
Committee. The next step is hearing how 
the UK will justify its position to the Aarhus 
Committee.  The complaint contends that 
January’s Supreme Court decision, which 
placed a restrictive interpretation on the 
SEA Directive, was incorrect and that its 
refusal to refer the matter to the European 
Court of Justice is in breach of the UK’s 
obligations under the EU Treaty. Inevitably 
it will take time to process the complaint, 
and whilst HS2 will press ahead, it will 
inevitably put pressure on the Government.

Over the next few weeks new facilities 
will be opening in Chesham and Amersham 
for residents needing care and support. 

Chesham Leys opens its doors to residents 
on 14 August. The facilities are for nursing 
and dementia needs and, whilst its focus 
is on the comfort and safety of residents, 
it has the most modern electrical system 
that can put electricity back into the grid, 
sprinklers, wi-fi, a lift and great views over 
Chesham. It is the last home to be built 
in our Project Care programme over the 
last nine years. Stokebury House, opposite 
Tesco in Amersham, will shortly be opening, 
with eight flats for people with Asperger’s 
Syndrome, four independent supported 
living flats for those with a mental health 
diagnosis, four for people with Autism and 
a further four for tenants nominated by the 
Council. These buildings are of an extremely 
high standard and, if anyone is interested, I 
will do my best to arrange for you to come 
and have a look around.

Once again the Council came in 
under budget in 2013/14, with an under-
spend of £526k on a net budget of 
£339million (0.16%). This was in spite 
of a significant over-spend on Children 
Services (£2.46million), partly due to the 
increase in the number of looked-after 
children. In July, I briefed MP’s in the 
House of Commons on the implications for 
Buckinghamshire of the Care Act, focussing 
on the large proportion of self-funders who 
might come into our care for the first time 
as a result of the Act.

2014 marks the 125th anniversary of the 
County Council and a number of events are 
being planned to celebrate this unique and 
special achievement. It is the only Council 
in the UK that has returned a Conservative 
majority at every election since the outset.
Finally, can I wish everyone who has 

taken GCSE’s and A Levels excellent results 
and your first choice of university. If anyone 
would like a day of work experience at 
County Hall please let me know!

Cllr Tricia Birchley, Cabinet Member for 
Health & Wellbeing, Chiltern Ridges 
Division, 01296 621138  
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk
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exhibition, it had 14 rooms all filled with his 
famous cut-outs.

Then they had to leave. Once again 
strolled the streets to the train and home. It 
was the end of a wondrous day.

Cecilia Booth

World Cup Day
The whole school came out- no one knew 
what we were doing until the teachers 
sorted us into groups and then gave us a 
sheet that said every team in the World 
Cup 2014 who qualified. Then a few days 
later we had to get into the colours of our 
country like my friend Carmon who said “I 
wore a big Mexican hat and a moustache 
because I was in the Mexican team”. Then 
we went straight into the hall and did loads 
of fun activities including penalty shoot-
out, skills, national anthem, make a mascot, 
and on the computer we had to write the 
facts about our country. It was well set out 
and everybody had a great time doing all 
the activities. Every team had a score sheet, 
which they kept the scores on from each 
great activity we did. 

Sam O’Hare

HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY C OF E 
SCHOOL 
Oliver! the Musical
Recently years 5 and 6 have performed this 
spectacular production to parents, staff and 
siblings. 

Oliver! The Musical is the unfortunate 
tale of Oliver Twist, a young orphan who 
was banished to live in the cold, unforgiving 
streets of London. There he meets some 
of the most famous characters in showbiz 
history; The Artful Dodger, Fagin, Nancy and 
the menacing Bill Sykes. It features many 
well-known songs including ‘Food, Glorious 
Food’, ‘Consider Yourself’, ‘Oom-pah-pah’ 
and ‘As Long As He Needs Me’.
Mrs Hughes, Year 6 teacher says, “I was 

extremely impressed how much effort the 
children put in to make this performance 
outstanding!”

Overall, Oliver! the Musical was worth 
the effort, after-school rehearsals and time 
Year 5, 6 and the staff put in to making this 
performance as amazing as possible.  

Amy Goodyer 

Tate Modern trip
A few weeks ago the class of Year 6 
ventured into London via the tube. They 
strolled along the winding streets of 
London, before they saw the towering 
building called the Tate Modern.

Immediately the class fell in love 
with the beautiful architecture that was 
surrounding them.
As soon as they had finished gazing 

through the window at the gift shop they 
put their bags away and they went straight 
to visit the artwork.

They went into two rooms then had 
to eat lunch before entering another 
gallery. The artwork in these rooms 
included Picasso! Before they left there 
was one more room to see - Henri Matisse’s 

French café
Every year, children from Year 6 run a 
French café for the teachers, governors, and 
for the first time, parents. Year 6 practise 
the French vocabulary they need to use, 
as well as write invitations for the tables. 
The aim is to raise enough money to go 
swimming at the open air swimming pool. 
Most exciting, is that Year 6 get the pool all 
to themselves.

All the food is supplied by the children, 
who each get a different role. Some 
children prepare the food at home, which 
makes it even more special. The hall is set 
up with candles, table cloths, flowers and 
two French menus per table, ready for 
twelve o’clock.

Pupils dress up in the clothes you would 
expect French waiters to have: white 
blouse, black coat/cardigan, black skirt/ 
trousers and white socks. The food is set up 
in a presentable manner, and the grown-
ups are greeted in French. Then they are 
served by different children until the end 
of lunch.  

Kadie Muriss
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LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP
Commemorations are 

currently taking place 

marking one hundred 

years since The Great 

War. The Local History Group will be 

marking this commemoration in a number 

of ways.

Our programmes each year for the 
next four years will feature talks on 
aspects of the War which impacted 

on what became known as the Home Front 
and also military activities which occurred 
or impacted locally.

We have also been undertaking research 
into all those who served in WW1 who 
have a connection with our villages. In total 
we have, so far, identified upwards of 180 
men who served. This includes over twenty 
who sadly lost their lives and are mainly 
commemorated on one of the three local 
church memorials, or in a few cases on war 
memorials elsewhere. For all who served we 
have been collating details of their service 
records as well as information about their 
family and occupations. By identifying 
where they lived we will also be able to 
add further details to many house histories 
which will be of interest to their present-
day occupiers. (Please see the article on 
page 46 on The Palletts).

We kick off our season of talks on Friday 
3 October when it’s a case of Life and Death 
in a Roman Villa. Not so much a “who done 
it” but more “an everyday story of country 
folk” in Bucks (rather than Borsetshire) and 
will be narrated by Dr Jill Eyers, who is a 
locally-based Director of Archaeology.

The first of two talks connected to WW1 
is on Friday 7 November when Harvey 
Watson will be telling us about how the 

Zeppelin Raids, which though focussed on 
London, also impacted on the northern 
Home Counties. 

Both meetings are at St Leonards Parish 
Hall and start at 8.15 sharp with the Hall 
open from 8pm: just £4 on the night.

Membership is great value at just £10 
for adults and free for those 16 years and 
under. There are eight evening meetings, 
normally on the first Friday of the month, 
plus a newsletter, other member events and 
access to our archive of photographs and 
other material documenting the history of 
the houses, people and events in the Hilltop 
Villages.  You don’t have to be a history 
buff to enjoy our talks: they are as much an 
enjoyable social event. So if you are new 
to the area or have just not got around 
to attending, why not come along to a 
meeting.

Chris Brown (758890)  
localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH
Who have you told 

directly or indirectly that 

you’re going away on 

holiday?

Tweeting or updating your social media 
status with details about your holiday 
could be the green light that a burglar 

needs to target your home.  Before you go 
on holiday, always remember to: 
•   Avoid posting anything on social media 

that might let burglars know you are 
going away.

•   Tell only trusted friends and neighbours 
about your holiday plans. 

•   Ensure your home is secure - lock 
windows and doors, set an alarm if you 
have one. 

•   Make it look as if you are at home – use 
timer switches for lights, set a radio to 
come on, leave a car on the drive and 
have your post removed every day. 

•   Cut your lawn and cancel deliveries, such 
as milk and newspapers. 

•   Keep valuables in a bank safety deposit 
box or adequately secured in your home. 

Shirley Blomfield (758314)

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

The meeting in June attracted a number 
of visitors and Dru Ellis entertained 
everyone with her unconventional 

approach to flower arranging, where she 
used unusual containers purchased from 
charity shops to create her arrangements.  

July was birthday month once again (our 
35th). John Parry talked to us about the lives 
of the African/American slaves and used 
interesting slides to illustrate their story. 
The significance and meaning of the words 
of their spiritual singing was explained 
and Keith and David sang a number of the 
songs, accompanied by Eric on the keyboard. 
Business was kept to a minimum to enable 
everyone to enjoy the barbeque cooked by 
husbands of committee members and it was 
warm enough to sit outside for the meal 
which ended with strawberries and cream.

Our informal August meeting is to be a 
visit to Ashridge House, near Berkhamsted. 
Please ring Shirley Blomfield (758314) if you 
have not put your name down for this. 

On Monday 15 September we shall meet 
again in St Leonards Parish Hall. With the 
100th Anniversary of the outbreak of the 
Great War featuring so much in the news, 
we look forward to hearing Edward Dixon 
tell us about ‘Animal Heroes’ and ‘Villains of 
the First World War’.

Please put Saturday 4 October in your 
diary – there will be a Quiz! Tickets are £10, 
to include supper. Please contact Carol Henry 
(758435) to book your place.
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
League
After the winning 
start, reported in the 
last edition of HTN, 
the League Team 
has continued its 
winning ways, only 
interrupted on three 
occasions by the 
weather. With 12 of 
the 18 matches now 
completed in the Mid Bucks League Division 
2, H&C are top of the league. The crunch 
match of the season may come in the final 
game, which is a fixture against second-
placed Holmer Green.  The first encounter 
was unfortunately one of the games lost to 
the weather.
Star of the season has undoubtedly been 

Mohammed Rifai, now in his 10th season 
with the club. He has scored five centuries 
this season, with a highest score of 158 

and an average of 114.  He has been ably 
supported by Steve White, who returned to 
action in June after a year-long injury lay-
off. Steve’s average is a healthy 52, after six 
games. Others who have played their part 
with the bat include Lincoln Rupersinghe, 
Alex Neal, wicket-keeper Steve Drane and 
young Harry Sargent, who scored a cameo 
58 not out against Lacey Green.

Amongst the bowlers, honours are more 
evenly spread. Top wicket taker is again 
Rifai, who has taken 17 wickets. Close 
behind is Richard Vasey, in a rich vein of 
form, with 15 wickets in just five games 
played. Other remarkable performances 
were Alex Neal, with 5 for 25 against Freith 
and Digger Reading with a match-winning 
5 for 32 against Lacey Green, including four 
wickets in one over!  

Overall, there is great spirit in the 
side, with skipper Neil Jones attempting 
wherever possible to give everyone in the 
team an opportunity to perform.

Sunday Friendly Team
The season started extremely slowly for the 
Sunday Team, losing every game until the 

middle of June, when the first victory was 
registered against Brooklands. Since then, 
there have been victories in four out of five 
games. Not that winning is everything for 
the Sunday team, it is much more about 
having a full and enjoyable afternoon for 
all participating. 

James Cath has continued where he left 
off last season, both with bat and ball. He 
has continued to take wickets regularly 
in his economical style when opening the 
bowling, with a season’s best of 4 for 29 
against Ley Hill. In the same game, James 
then went on to score an elegant century, 
a clear ‘man of the match’! Other scores 
of note include Rob O’Dell’s 84 not out 
against Old Sawbuttkeane, Andy Spurr’s 
73 in the Cobra Cup against VCCC, Andy 
Holdsworth’s 74 against Brooklands and 
Ben Drane’s 76 against Ley Hill.

Colts
It was another fun-filled season for the 
colts, slightly marred by inclement weather 
during the main part of the season. The 
Under 9’s struggled, especially with away 
game availability; the U10’s have had 
an excellent league season, remaining 
unbeaten; the U11’s struggled; the strong 
U12 team only played one match, which 
they won, the rest being weather affected. 
The promising U13 team performed Rifai powers his way to another century

credibly, with many of their team coming 
from a lower age-group and the U14’s 
battled in their first competitive season.

Practice nights continue to be a 
colourful spectacle, with more parent 
involvement, helping especially with the 
youngest participants. Ian Hames is to be 
congratulated for the way he has organised 
his team of coaches and helpers, allowing 
all our colts to get the best enjoyment for 
their respective levels of development.

A date for the diary
The annual Family Fun Day and Colts 
Awards will take place on 22 September, a 
week later than originally proposed.

County match!
On 23 July, Cholesbury Common saw its first 
county match, when Bucks Over 60’s played 
a match against Hampshire’s Over 60’s. It 
was good news for Bucks, who won the 
match convincingly, with H&C’s own Richard 
Vasey playing a starring role, capturing 4 
wickets for very few, as Hampshire were 
skittled out for 119.

All news, photos and more can be 
found on the club website, which is 
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com. 
The club also has a Facebook page.

Brian Ralphs

Fun on the common for the younger colts
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Hospice to showcase gardens
The Hospice of St Francis is opening up its 

glorious gardens for the first time this year 

on Sunday 7 September from 2-5.30pm, as 

part of the National Gardens Scheme Open 

Gardens programme. 

Originally built on a brown field site 
in 2006, the Hospice gardens have 
been lovingly planned, planted 

and nurtured by a dedicated team of 35 
volunteer gardeners to provide a tranquil 
and therapeutic environment for Hospice 
patients, their families and friends. 

The site covers seven acres, with views 
over to the National Trust Ashridge 
Estate, and is split into six areas around 
the concept of a traditional farmhouse 
with outbuildings. The gardens include 

wild flower meadows, orchards and a 
herb garden used by the Hospice kitchen. 
There is also a Sensory garden, with strong 
colours, scents and sounds, together 
with raised flower beds built especially 
to accommodate wheelchair access. The 
woodland trail will also be open, which 
includes elements of surprise for children, 
culminating in a visit to the Storytellers’ 
Chair, hidden in a clearing in the woods. 

The Hospice will be serving cream teas 
during the afternoon, with proceeds going 
to the National Garden Scheme’s charities, 
of which Help the Hospices is a member 
and received £400k in 2013.
There is parking on site (Spring Garden 

Lane, Berkhamsted, HP4 3GW). Admission 
is £4 and entry for children is free. 
Refreshments will be available. 
www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden

The Hospice of St Francis provides total 
care when time is precious for people 
living with life-shortening illnesses in 
Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire. For 
more information, contact 01442 869555 or 
visit www.stfrancis.org.uk.

CHOLESBURY cum 
ST LEONARDS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 
It’s that time of year again: the Annual 

Show is on Saturday 6 September. Entries 

were up in many of events last year. There 

were, however, a number of on-the-day 

entries which caused some display issues, 

as space is calculated the night before 

on the number of entries received. New 

exhibitors are always welcome 

There is an additional class this 
year which is not on the schedule: 
Photograph of poppy/poppies (open 

to all ages).
Schedules are available on www.

cholesbury.com on the Horticultural Society 
page, or from Roseann Vince, 11 Sandpit 
Hill Cottages Cholesbury, who will also 
be collecting the entries by Wednesday 3 
September.

The garden continues to bloom 
following the wet winter and warm 
sunshine. I am slowly making inroads into 
the pruning and parts of the garden that 
I have not seen for some time are being 
revealed, offering potential for new 
plantings. Unless you are around every 
day, now is not the time to plant anything 
substantial, as it will require a regular daily 
if not twice daily watering. Even if it rains it 
may not be enough for the plant.

Plans can also be made to visit gardens in 
September/October, with excellent autumn 
colour either in tree or flower plantings.  

In June there was a surprise addition 
to the programme for members when we 
were invited to Rosemary and Prof. Frank 
Woods’s garden, Minshulls in Aston Clinton. 
We were greeted by beautifully planted 
symmetrical herbaceous beds surrounded 

by cloud topiary evergreen hedges – the 
blues of the catmint and salvia were 
stunning. We collected £284 for the St 
Marks Hospital Foundation.

The Hort Soc went to Anglesey Abbey 
Gardens and Lode Mill (National Trust) in 
Cambridge, and then to Anne Godfrey’s 
private garden in Bengeo just outside 
Hertford.   

A garden tour had been organised at 
Anglesey Abbey which started with a fairly 
long period in the Winter Walk, for which 
July was not the best time to appreciate its 
qualities!  The herbaceous borders along 
the sides of a large square lawn, which 
could have accommodated at least six 
tennis courts, were quite spectacular. By 
contrast in size, Anne Godfrey’s garden was 
small but packed with a delightful selection 
of plants, as one might expect from a 
recent winner of a silver gilt at Chelsea.  

Transport for this visit was provided 
by Smiths of Tring (Wigginton), whom 
we were using for the first time. One of 
our senior members remarked that it was 
the most comfortable coach trip she had 
experienced for a long time, so thanks to 
John Smith.

Happy Gardening, Sarah Tricks
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There are two pubs a short bus ride away 

that are thriving, one that struggles 

to maintain stock in trade, one that is 

occupied by owners not interested in 

owning a village pub, one boarded up and 

one for sale to anyone for any purpose for 

anything the vendors can get. This could 

describe the situation in any number of 

communities in mid-2014. What a shame it 

has to apply to the Hilltop Villages. 

Whilst Sandra Taylor is introducing 
a new chef at the moment, the 
Black Horse Inn is doing well with 

its appealing garden for summer outings. 
The MG Pride and Porsche clubs provide 
regular attractions for enthusiasts who 
may stop by to admire the specialist cars 
displayed by their owners during their club 
rallies. Sandra still has hopes of having a 
barn dancing evening shortly.

An excellent food service is driving the 
Old Swan to growing success. Since demand 
has seriously taxed their capacity on many 
occasions this summer, a third person is 
being engaged at an introductory level 
to ease the burden on Aarron and Sam in 
the kitchen. The five posh outdoor tables 
that have been installed in the garden 
are bookable in advance for meals. They 
also serve as restaurant overflow in good 
weather.

The special focus nights have been a 
sell-out success. The next one is to be a fish 
tasting night on Tuesday 2 September. A 
menu will be published in advance, and pre 
booking is essential. The late summer menu 

is currently running with the early autumn 
one coming after in September, when the 
Christmas menu will also be known.
While Emma Nettleton is the new 

manager in charge at the Full Moon, 
I spoke with Lauren Petrovic to get 
information for this report. Following a 
brief hiccup in getting the kitchen staffed 
to meet the needs, Amber Brand has 
stepped into the breach, and things seem 
to be going well again in that department.

It grieves me to continue to report that 
the sub leaseholder still restricts drinks 
deliveries to Friday only when twice weekly 
– preferably Monday and Thursday –

is essential for continuity and freshness 
of supply. They still run out of ales and even 
lagers all too often. Given that Friday night 
trade begins the weekend surge, it is almost 
a crime to deprive the management and 
staff on the scene of ale that has settled 
and can be served.

Late summer  
pub news

There will be a Family Fun Day on 
24 August, which is the Bank Holiday 
Sunday. The usual bouncy castle will 
be supplemented with other inflatable 
attractions for children, and there will be a 
barbeque.

At the time of writing, there has been 
no result in the Matthews’ appeal over the 
decision of the Chiltern District Council 
Planning Committee to refuse permission 
for a temporary change of use of The Bull 
from a pub to a nursery and the upstairs 
quarters to a temporary residence. 

The Rose and Crown has been 
abandoned by Enterprise Inns since 
Bonfire Night last November. After leaving 
it dormant for five months, Enterprise 
attempted to find a publican tenant to 
lease it. When none who considered the 
owner’s lease terms to be economically 
viable could be found, Enterprise marketed 
it for sale to whomever may wish to acquire 
the freehold. When asked the outcome of 
the sale effort, the agent responded saying: 
“Our clients are considering a number 
of offers - too soon to advise on use - 

although I would be happy to reveal all 
once contracts have exchanged.”

Readers will have heard by now that the 
efforts made by White Lion Community 
Pub Ltd to acquire the property from the 
present owners have not been successful to 
date. Although sufficient funds were raised 
to buy the property and replace the missing 
trade fittings and fixtures had it been 
possible to agree an economic price, the 
owners withdrew from negotiations as the 
available funds drew closer to the owners’ 
aspirations for a selling price.

The next stage will require strong 
political will on the part of our elected 
representatives and determined 
enforcement of planning regulations by 
the Chiltern District Council, which should 
be encouraged by the local electorate to 
apply their powers effectively. Since it is 
the Council’s stated policy to retain assets 
of value to the community such as pubs, 
general stores, etc, they are encouraged to 
make good on their noble objectives.

Bill Ingram 
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GOOD NEIGHBOURS GROUP

The Pub Lunch Club meets at 
lunchtimes (12.30pm) at the Black 
Horse on the second Wednesday of 

each month. It is open to anyone living 
in, or connected with the Hilltop Villages. 
Maybe you work from home or are retired 
so are around in the middle of the day and 
fancy a break and a chat over a meal. It 
also provides an opportunity for those who 
might otherwise not find it easy to get to 
local social events. If a lift is needed this can 
be arranged. On offer is a two-course meal, 
plus tea or coffee for just £9.
The next few dates for your diary are:  

Wednesdays 13 August, 10 September and 
8 October. Booking needs to be made in 
advance by telephone (758890) or e-mail 
goodneighbours@cholesbury.com

Chris Brown, Good Neighbours Group



20 Hilltop News Hilltop News 21

St Leonards Parish Hall fete
I was woken at ten past seven by an 

enquiry about the horse show. “Is it 

on in this weather?” I didn’t know as 

I hadn’t even opened the curtains but 

said yes anyway. After all, who was I to 

cancel the horse show? And go ahead it 

did, despite, at one time, torrential rain. 

Very grateful thanks to Caroline and her 

team for persevering under such dreadful 

conditions.

Meanwhile, back at the fete we 
were struggling with gazebos, 
marquees and the barbeque. By 

noon more calls were coming in, including 
Alan from “Al’s Owls”. It seems that owls 
have no natural waterproofing and don’t 
like the rain. Apparently it was still very wet 
in Oxford but I assured Al that the weather 
was clearing up nicely in St Leonards and 

he should come without delay. It seemed a 
good time to send an e-mail on Grapevine 
assuring everybody that the fete was still 
on and the weather would improve. And so 
it did!

This year we introduced some 
innovations. A jazz band was installed 
in a marquee behind the hall, together 
with outside tables for purchasers of the 
wonderful WI tea and cakes. Lou’s sextet 
(actually eight) kept us entertained for 
almost the entire afternoon. At the far 
end of the field Michael Jackson kept 
the children (and a good few adults) 
entertained with his magic and Punch 
and Judy show. And of course Al’s Owls 
– well protected from the rain and quite 
happy to perch on our gloved hands to be 
photographed. 
The Coin Collage (‘Katy the Kite’) raised 

£36.89. This was lower than usual, but 
nevertheless the picture was completed, 

SPONSORED  
RIDE & STRIDE
Would you like to cycle, ride or walk, 
visiting different churches to raise 
money for the Bucks Historic Churches 
Trust, who contribute to the upkeep of 
our local churches?

The sponsorship money is divided 
equally between the church of your 
choice and the Trust. If you would like 
to do this for our local churches, please 
contact Anne Lake (01296 620169)  
brian.lake51@btinternet.com.

thanks to a couple of generous donations. 
The winner of the £7 book token was Louise 
Mason from Tring who guessed £37.37.

The beer tent achieved record sales, 
having six different ales from Tring Brewery, 
with barbeque and Pimms close by and 
most of our traditional activities were also 
in action including Richard Charles with his 
wood turning equipment. Where else do 
you get to see a genuine bodger at work? 

This year we held the children’s races 
in the centre of the arena so our budding 
Olympians could really take the limelight. 
As usual Jonathan Bright had the dog show 
well under control and tails seemed to be 
wagging happily in the sunshine.

And so ended another fete. It’s always a 
big team effort and we thank all those who 
helped in any way as well as those who just 
turned up and spent money. The fete is the 
single major contributor to hall running 
costs and yet again it will see us through 
another year.

Dave Clarke,  
Chairman, Hall Committee
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Superfast 
broadband 
update 

In March we heard our SFBB bid had 
been successful. Bucks Business First 
(BBF) and BT Openspace have now 

finalised financial and legal matters with 
the Government’s broadband Agency, 
BDUK. The upgrading of the Cholesbury 
exchange area now appears on the 
‘Connected Counties Fibre Deployment 
Postcode Map’, slotting into Phase Five of 
the seven-phase county-wide SFBB project. 
You can view the map from a link on www.
connectedcounties.org.uk
The Cholesbury Exchange SFBB Working 

Group met with BBF and BT at the end of 
July to learn more about the local upgrade 
work which will start with an engineering 
survey, including on-site visits between 
December 2014 and February 2015. From 
March 2015 underground installation of 
fibre connected to new roadside cabinets, 
called DSLAMs will start. One DSLAM 
will be located adjacent to each of the 
four existing telephone cabinets, which 
connect households, via underground and 
overhead copper cables, to the telephone 
network. Most of this installation work is 

expected to be completed by September 
2015, though further work may be needed 
between October 2015 and March 2016 
to overcome specific engineering issues. 
When the cabinets are connected up and 
commissioned it will soon be possible to 
subscribe to the new SFBB services. The 
exact timing of installation and for going 
live also depends on progress with the 
earlier fibre deployment phases which 
impact on our area. 

At the meeting we also learnt more 
about some of the engineering challenges 
faced when installing SFBB in rural 
areas, particularly where there can be 
considerable lengths of copper cabling 
between the roadside cabinets and the 
furthermost properties: the greater 
the distance, the greater the effect on 
broadband speeds. For the remotest 
households, broadband speeds may be 
in the range 10-20Mbps, which is below 
speeds qualifying for SFBB designation 
(i.e.>24Mbps). When the Working Group 
next meets with BBF and BT Openspace 
around the end of the year, one of the 
priorities will be to discuss any such 
implications for the Cholesbury  
Exchange area. 

Visit the superfast broadband page at 
www.cholesbury.com for background on 
the bid. If you have any questions you can 
contact the Working Group on 758890.

Cholesbury Exchange Superfast Broadband 
Working Group
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by the Reverend 

David Burgess

“God gave me the 

foundations: it’s up 

to me to build on 

them.” 

With sport very much in the air this 
summer (the football World Cup, 
the Commonwealth Games, etc), 

this brief quote came on the eve of the 2010 
World Cup from Steven Pienaar, the South 
African international and former captain 
who plays his club football with Everton. 
And in an earlier interview he said this:

“I was very fortunate… to be able to 
polish the technique and the talent that 
God gave me and to learn how to use it in 
the way that God had wanted me to.”

I think that Pienaar captured exactly the 
point of living the Christian life. It’s about 
what you’re given and what you do with it.
You have to balance the two. Firstly, 

there can be problems if you concentrate 
too much on what you’re doing without 
referring back to God and the spiritual 
foundations he’s laid for you. A colleague 
once described the problem of too many 
people within churches being evangelical 
for the wrong things, and I know exactly 
what she meant. 

There’s nothing wrong with being keen 
on social events or enhancing the church 
building or church music, as long as these 
things are a means to an end and not an 
end in themselves. Otherwise you run the 
risk of enthusiasm turning into obsession 

and of your church becoming activist with 
little genuine spiritual basis. Jesus himself 
describes that risk in the parable of the two 
houses, one built on rock and the other  
on sand.

On the other hand, we need to avoid 
being churches or individuals who quietly 
do nothing very much, running from 
Sunday to Sunday with little to show for 
it in people’s lives or in the life of the 
community in between times. If you don’t 
seek what God has given you it could 
wither or die; or you might not even know 
what your gifts are in the first place.

 Jesus tells another parable, the parable 
of the talents, to show how important it is 
to make good use of the gifts and abilities 
you’ve been given, and James, Jesus’ 
brother, puts it even more directly and 
bluntly in his epistle: “Faith without works 
is dead.”

Very few of us will get to compete 
in international sports events or lead 
a multinational company or make life-
changing contributions to science, medicine 
or the arts. But I do believe that God 
has a unique place for each of us in this 
world and has given us gifts and abilities 
to cement our place here. Those are the 
foundations; recognising and building on 
them is up to us.

Use what you’ve got
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FOUR PARISH CHURCH SERVICES, MID-AUGUST TO SEPTEMBER 2014 

DATE	   DAY	   St	  John	  the	  Baptist	  
THE	  LEE	  

St	  Leonard’s	  
ST	  LEONARDS	  

St	  Laurence	  
CHOLESBURY	  

St	  Mary’s	  
HAWRIDGE	  

10	  August	   Trinity	  8	   10.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	  	   6.00	  pm	   Parish	  Communion	   10.00	  am	   Matins	   9.30	  am	   Holy	  Communion	  

17	  August	   Trinity	  9	   10.00	  am	  
All	  Age	  Worship	  at	  	  

Lee	  Common	  
Methodist	  Chapel	  

-‐	  
Shared	  Service	  at	  

Cholesbury	  
11.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	   -‐	  

Shared	  Service	  at	  
Cholesbury	  

24	  August	   Trinity	  10	   10.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	   -‐	   -‐	   9.00	  am	   Quiet	  Communion	   11.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	  

31	  August	   Trinity	  11	   -‐	  
Joint	  Service	  at	  
Cholesbury	  

-‐	  
Joint	  Service	  at	  
Cholesbury	  

10.00	  am	  
Four	  Parish	  Joint	  

Communion	  
-‐	  

Joint	  Service	  at	  
Cholesbury	  

7	  Sept	   Trinity	  12	  
8.00	  am	  

10.00	  am	  
Holy	  	  Communion	  

Matins	  
11.00	  am	  

Parish	  Communion	  
with	  Sunday	  School	  

9.30	  am	   Holy	  Communion	   9.30	  am	   Family	  Service	  

14	  Sept	   Trinity	  13	   10.00	  am	  
Parish	  Communion	  
with	  Sunday	  School	  

6.00	  pm	   Harvest	  Festival	   10.00	  am	   Matins	   9.30	  am	   Holy	  Communion	  

21	  Sept	   Trinity	  14	   10.00	  am	   All	  Age	  Worship	   11.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	   -‐	  
Shared	  Service	  at	  	  

St	  Leonard’s	  
-‐	  

Shared	  Service	  at	  
St	  Leonard’s	  

28	  Sept	   Trinity	  15	   10.00	  am	   Parish	  Communion	   9.00	  am	   Breakfast	  Service	   9.00	  am	   Harvest	  Festival	   -‐	   Service	  at	  Cholesbury	  

	  
Vicar	  and	  Rector	  
Revd.	  David	  Burgess	  
01494	  837315	  
The	  Vicarage,	  The	  Lee	  
Great	  Missenden	  
Bucks	  
HP16	  9LZ	  
d.burgess@clara.net	  
	  
Associate	  Priest	  
Revd.	  Pippa	  Soundy	  
01494	  757048	  
(Church	  Room)	  
pippasoundy@btinternet.com	  
	  
	  

	  
Parish	  Secretary	  
Peggy	  Sear	  
07724115200	  
peggysear@icloud.com	  
	  
Churchwardens	  
The	  Lee	  
Trevor	  Pearce	  
01494	  837601	  
trevorm.pearce@hotmail.co.uk	  
	  
Rod	  Neal	  
01494	  837264	  
rodandjane.neal@googlemail.com	  
	  
	  

	  
St	  Leonards	  
Ann	  Horn	  
01494	  758250	  
annhorn43@aol.com	  
	  
Hawridge	  
Joan	  Walton	  
01494	  758332	  
	  
Elizabeth	  Tomlin	  
01494	  758214	  
	  
Cholesbury	  
John	  Farmer	  
01494	  758715	  
jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com	  
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HAWRIDGE

The last two 
months seemed 
busy, but for 

many of us, May and 
June surpassed this. 
In the Hilltop Parishes 
we can never say that 
there is nothing to do!  

Intercessions’ training, Buckland Church 
on 13 May – Revd. Elizabeth Moxley took 
us through the basic ‘do’ and ‘do not’ 
scenarios for leading prayer. If you would 
like to learn more and consider helping in 
this capacity, please contact the Rector or 
Elizabeth Tomlin (758214).

Deanery Synod, St Leonards Church 
Room on 15 May - Deanery Synod is 
no longer exclusively about the latest 
developments in the work of General Synod 
and Deanery Synod Finance. Gavin Oldham 
and Allan Whittow ensured that we were 
up-to-date on the debate on women 
Bishops and on the Parish Share projection 
for 2015.     

Bishop John Pritchard retires from 
Oxford in the Autumn and will lead the 
first pilgrimage along the Thames Pilgrim 
Way in September. Synod Representatives 

watched a short film about the work of 
Christ Church Cathedral, over which he 
presides.

Revd. Pippa Soundy has now toured 
the Parish and would love to meet you. 
If you want to come to her – particularly 
on a Friday when she’s in Hawridge and 
Cholesbury – do e-mail her pippasoundy@
btinternet.com or leave a message at the 
Church Room (757048) – to arrange a 
suitable meeting point.

PCC – We are delighted to welcome 
Rosemary Bierrum and Sylvia Watson as 
new PCC members and we still have room 
for more!

Churchwardens’ visitation, Wendover 
Church on 20 May - The Rector and 
Churchwardens attended this Service and 
Archdeacon Karen Gorham ensured they 
were sworn in to serve for another year. 
Our Area Dean, Mark Dearnley, Rector of 
Wendover and his secretary, Rosie Peck, 
made their annual inspection the following 
day, when they checked on the fabric, 
safety and possessions of the Church.

Fete pre-planning meeting - We were 
pleased to welcome Janet Hopkinson to the 
Committee. We have a number of exciting 
new attractions with an on-line auction 
for prizes, including a pony and trap ride 

round the villages; vintage car outing with 
picnic and a helicopter ride over the local 
area. Further details from John Farmer, Liz 
Green, Stewart Pearce, Janet Hopkinson or 
Elizabeth Tomlin.

Quinquennial Inspection – On 17 June 
the Rector greeted our architect, Mr 
Michael Bartosch of Cheltenham, who 
carried out his five-yearly inspection. He 
has made recommendations for repairs and 
improvements which need to be carried out 
in the next five years. The PCC will prioritise 
these and a working party will be scheduled 
soon.

Patronal Concert – On 20 June, 39 people 
enjoyed our annual Summer’s evening of 
music directed by locally-based Professor 
Iain Ledingham of the Royal Academy of 
Music. Soprano Emily Forrest and tenor 
Aaron Godfrey Mayes entertained us with 
a programme ranging from Sir Arthur 
Sullivan, Vaughan Williams to Mozart – all 
interspersed with dramatic monologues 
from Guy Williams and Elizabeth Tomlin. 
We thank all who came to support us or 
who made generous donations, whether 
financial or in gifts of drinks and food. We 
were pleased to add £225 to Church Funds.

Baptism Celebration Service on 29 
June – On our Patronal Sunday we held 
two services: Holy Communion at 9am and 
at 10am we welcomed a congregation 
of 36 (including 11 children) to a Service 
celebrating those among us who had been 
baptised in the four Parishes within the 
last three years. Our thanks to those who 
provided beautiful white decorations and 
refreshments.

We are still looking for someone to prepare 
copy to submit to Hilltop News. Help and 
advice is available. 

We have at least two places to be 
filled on our PCC.  If you are interested 
in maintaining a vibrant future for our 
Church, please ring us to find out more. We 
meet just four times a year as well as at an 
open Annual Meeting.

Say Farewell to Bishop John at the Diocese of Oxford’s Grand Day Out on Saturday 20 September 
(10am–5pm) at Oxford City Centre.  Everyone is invited to give thanks for Bishop John’s ministry 
among us. There will be a feast of different activities, a massive picnic on Christ Church Meadow 
and a huge open-air farewell Eucharist! For full information about the day, please go to www.
oxford.anglican.org/granddayout, or talk to David (837315).

John Farmer is organising a Four Parish visit to Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford on Saturday 
25 October. This will involve a guided tour of the Cathedral at 3pm; a visit to the Treasury and 
Cathedral Shop, afternoon tea in the Great Hall, visit to the Upper Library or Picture Gallery and 
finishing with Choral Evensong at 7pm. Altogether a wonderful day!    Please contact John Farmer 
(758715) jandb.farmer@btinternet.com as soon as possible if you would like to attend. As long as 
35 people book, it will be possible to run a coach (about £12.00 and £5.00 for tea). 

Annual Fete, 25 August – This is our main 
source of income. If you can help organise, 
run a stall, marshal cars, guard and talk 
knowledgably about classic cars, prepare 
and/or clear the site or loan us a marquee or 
gazebo, do make contact (758214).

Newcomers – If you are new to the 
Parish and would like to get to know 
people, we would be very happy to 
introduce you to new friends. David, 
Pippa and the Churchwardens are looking 
forward to your call. Why not join us on our 
Autumn outing, suitable for all ages?

ST LEONARDS

Our Breakfast 
Service on 22 
June was 

very well attended, 
which was important 
as it was Poverty Sunday and Ann Horn was 
able to launch details of our Emergency 
Food plan. Ann talked about the poverty in 
this country – something quite difficult for 
us all to grasp – telling us that there are 3.5 
million children living in poverty in England 
with more than half of their families unable 
to heat their homes. Poverty can become 
endemic within a family for a number of 
reasons – often due to lack of financial 
management. This is where ‘Pay Day’ loan 
agencies can become the only solution and 
so begins the descent down the slippery 
slope.

There are a number of local collection 
points for food but Gill Fleckney has 
drawn the Dacorum’s Emergency Night 
Shelter (DENS) in Hemel Hempstead to our 
attention. DENS is the nearest Night Shelter 
to us and turns no one away. Our container 
for your food contribution is in the Church 
and Gill (758895) can advise you on what 
items are most suitable.
Shelter and food are provided at the 

Night Shelter for several days and nights 
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with ongoing support particularly for 
those lacking family or community support 
– encouraging a sense of self-worth and 
belief in the future as well as encouraging 
and referring people with drug or alcohol 
problems to agencies who can help them. 
67% of people who come to the DENS 
foodbank are helped and have no need 
to return. This is an amazing statistic and 
we would like to think you feel strongly 
enough about it to help fill our container 
and so contribute to this marvellous 
organisation.

There will be no Breakfast Service on 
Sunday 24 August so we look forward 
to seeing you all again on Sunday 28 
September.

The Tea Party on Wednesday 25 June 
was wonderfully well attended, with a 
number of those who are working with 
the Care in the Villages scheme present. 
It is so important that people who may 
be living on their own know who to turn 
to in any sort of situation. It was lovely to 
welcome Pippa as well. We meet again on 
Wednesdays 27 August and 24 September. 
Do join us if you can – it is an excellent way 
to stay in touch with the village. We are 
delighted to arrange transport if necessary. 
Please speak to Anne Lake (01296 620169) 
or Anne Butterworth (758700).

Ann Horn was sworn in again as 
Churchwarden at an inspiring service at St 
Mary’s Wendover. The Area Dean, Mark 
Dearnley, met Ann at his annual visit to the 
church and he was most encouraging about 
what we are doing at St Leonards.

Novi Most International – NMI pioneers 
youth work with children and young 
people from different ethnic backgrounds 
and communities in Bosnia Herzegovina 
‘equipping them to enter their futures with 
hope and confidence and empowering 
them to become the instruments of 
transformation in their communities’. 
These are young people who need help to 
develop skills which they can put to use in 

their own country rather than emigrating 
and many of them become Christians 
under the gentle leadership of the staff 
there. Help and support is offered to young 
Christians and Muslims alike.
St Leonards has long been involved 

with this Chesham-based Charity and we 
contribute to the salary of their Team 
Leader in Mostar, Indira Puzic. Indira came 
over to England with Ivica (Operations Co-
ordinator) to a tea party at Lambeth Palace 
to mark NMI’s 20th Birthday and she came 
to St Leonards on Sunday 7 July to give a 
short presentation of Novi Most’s work. She 
was truly inspirational and it was such a 
pleasure to meet her having known her by 
e-mail for many years! It was humbling to 
hear both Indira and Ivica’s own stories of 
growing up in a war zone, being helped by 
their church to understand God’s love for 
them, to be enriched by it and to be able to 
translate that same love to others.
Our thanks to Gill Fleckney, who was 

responsible for all the arrangements and 
for making Indira and Ivica’s visit possible. 

Our thanks also to Gill Rowell, former 
Director of NMI, for introducing us to 
this amazing Charity. The flag of Bosnia 
Herzegovina, presented by Indira and Ivica, 
now hangs in our little Church. It was a 
memorable day!

The ash tree – Following the CDC’s 
refusal of our application to remove the 
TPO (Tree Preservation Order) from this 
large tree, we’ve lodged an Appeal. This 
will be heard on 3 December together with 
a site visit by a member of the Planning 
Inspectorate from Bristol. Meanwhile we’ve 
had the maximum permitted amount of 
trimming done at a cost of over £600 and 
await the results of the appeal.

The internal decoration of the ceiling 
and walls of the church was completed 
in early May and we are in the process of 
having the wall Memorials cleaned and 
renovated following all the work that has 
taken place during the last three to four 
years.

Our Harvest Festival is at 6pm on Sunday 
14 September. It is always a real village 
Service followed by Supper in the Village 
Hall. You are all most welcome to join us! 
Sunday School at St Leonards is taking 

place as usual on Sunday 7 September.

Our guests from Novi Most

Service for pets

CHOLESBURY 

David began 
the Pets 
Service 

with the quote 
from Proverbs ‘The 
righteous care for 
their animals, but 
the wicked are cruel’. Those who attended 
brought their pets to be blessed as part of 
that care. As usual, most of our four legged 
friends were dogs. We again had an equine 
guest and this time it was a British spotted 
pony, Billy Bob. Billy arrived a bit late as he 
was reluctant to leave his field but we all 

enjoyed watching a small pony with a small 
rider wearing a big hat. We all enjoyed 
ourselves, particularly as the sun shone and 
we were able to sit outside.

The Cream Teas in May were held in 
almost perfect weather and the homemade 
cakes reached a similarly high standard.  
The teas, organised by Liz Green, were very 
busy with customers almost in disbelief at 
the range of cakes - they then spent over 
£600! Sue Fletcher organised the Tombola 
that brought in over £100 and the plant 
stall and the bric-a-brac with Roseann. We 
introduced ice cream this year and Guy sold 
his entire stock! For further entertainment, 
Maggie organised a treasure hunt around 
the fort and the Church!

A big thank you to all who helped to 
raise a record £1,002!

The Fete will be held at Cholesbury this 
year on Bank Holiday Monday 25 August 
and planning is well under way. Graham 
Swallow is inviting friends from both the 
Rolls and the Jaguar Clubs to bring their 
vintage cars to display and this promises to 
be an impressive attraction. Janet Hopkinson 
has arranged some quite exceptional prizes 
including a helicopter flight and she is 
working out an ingenious scheme to offer 
the prizes to a wider audience. The usual 
stalls will be there; the band will play and 
teas will be served – so bring your friends 
along for a great Village Fete!
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We always need more volunteers to set 
up the stalls and dismantle them later, so 
please do come along from 9am or after 
4.30pm because the more who help the less 
the work!

The Four Parish Service will be at St 
Laurence on Sunday 31 August at 10am. 
This will be a parish communion with 
hymns. For several months, Cholesbury 
have kept a food bin in the church which is 
regularly emptied and items taken to the 
Chesham Food Bank. Our guest speaker 
will be from a Food Bank charity and we 
would much appreciate it if members of the 
congregation brought a gift to the service.

The joint Harvest Festival with Hawridge 
will be held this year at Cholesbury. The 
service is at 9 am on Sunday 28 September, 
when you are invited to bring produce to 
the altar in Thanksgiving. The supper and 
auction will start at 6pm in Cholesbury 
Village Hall. Tickets are available from 
John Farmer (758715) and Elizabeth Tomlin 
(758214).
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY 
COMMONS 
PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY
Website
We do hope that you will now have 
had an opportunity to look at our 
lovely, informative new website www.
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org, 
designed by Michelle Storm and we also 
hope that, in the very near future, there 
will be even more stunning photographs to 
view there. These will include those taken 
by David Dennis of the moths which we 
trapped and then released on Cholesbury 
Common at the end of June as well as some 
truly remarkable film shot by David Barnard 
of some ‘mini beasts’ found in Pallett’s Pond 
at the beginning of July.

Moths
This time we trapped 36 different 
macromoths, bringing our total from moth 
events in recent years to 50. Peter Bygate 
and David Dennis are now keen to see 
whether we can record even more and, 
weather permitting, may hold another 
trapping later in the year when different 
species will be flying. They are also keen 
to see if they can exceed the 100 or so 
recorded on the Commons by Martin 
Albertini, the Bucks Moth Recorder and 
Peter Hall in 1995. 

Among the many interesting species 
trapped in June, we were fortunate to find 
a peppered moth, one that demonstrated 
the role of natural selection in driving 
evolution. David explains, ‘There are two 
UK forms of the moth - a light mottled 
form (commoner in the South) and an 
almost black form (commoner in the 
North). There were seminal experiments 
done in the mid-20th century, which 
showed that the reason for this was that 

peppered moths in the North rested on 
trees blackened by industrial pollution, so 
the dark moths were better camouflaged 
against bird attack. The reverse was true 
in the South, so in each case, one form of 
the moth survived better than the other. By 
marking hundreds of individual moths and 
then later recapturing the survivors, it was 
possible to demonstrate that bird predation 
was the cause of one form being better 
able to survive - and pass on its genes - than 
the other. This had all happened since the 
industrial revolution, showing that natural 
selection can operate quite fast when faced 
with environmental change.’

Pallett’s Pond
Isobel reports that New Zealand Pygmy 
Weed weed has been eradicated in the 
area of the pond that has been covered. 
Unfortunately, one edge of the black plastic 
didn’t extend far enough where the reeds 
were and so there is an ongoing problem 
in an area of about 6 square metres by 
the edge of the road and in other smaller 
patches. If left untreated, this highly 
invasive plant would completely smother 
the water body, crowding out all native 
plants and organisms, so Isobel and Mark 
Hobbs have decided that, when we cover 
the infested area this autumn, we will 
need to cover more of the reeds at the 
periphery than we did last time. This time it 
is intended to cover an extra 2 metres and 
cut the reeds before laying black plastic on 
top of them.

Pond Working Party
The first conservation group session 
will be held at Pallett’s Pond on 21 
September from 9.30 am -12.30 pm to 
carry out some of this work. You are most 
welcome to join in! If you are coming 
for the first time or want to join other 
sessions, which will start in October, please 
get in touch by email to volunteer@
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org

Linden’s pond-dipping experience…
Earlier in the year, David Barnard and 
I attended a course at Mop End near 
Amersham, on identifying, and surveying, 
amphibians and reptiles. These courses, 
run by the Field Studies Council, are aimed 
at providing amateur observers with 
enough information about identification 
and surveying methods to enable them 
to contribute to a growing body of 
knowledge. It is encouraging to know that 
these records can be used by scientists to 
add to their understanding of the range 
and distribution of different species.

David and I were encouraged to put 

our experience to the test and, on a still, 
cloudy evening in July, a small group of us 
went to Pallett’s Pond to see what we could 
find. This visit was partly an exploration of 
practicalities and possibilities. Since we had 
plenty of rain during the winter and spring 
the black plastic used to cover the NZPW is 
mostly underwater and barely visible; we 
think that this now acts like a liner to the 
pond and that it probably will not affect 
the creatures that live in the water.
Sue Phillips and I, dressed in chest-height 

waders, found it quite hard to keep our 
balance on the billowing plastic sheet, but 
managed to stay upright! The next problem 
was that there is a lot of duckweed floating 
on the surface of the water, so we tried to 
sweep it aside in order to dip in clear water. 
It is important not to disturb the silt at the 
bottom of the pond. This was difficult, as 
the plastic billows in various places and 
quite a bit of the substrate came up with 
the net, clouding the water and making 
it difficult to see the creatures. However, 
once we had mastered this, we managed 
to empty our net into white plastic trays so 

Welcome visitor – a peppered moth

Pond- dipping
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that we could observe them and David was 
able to take a number of still photos and 
some short movie clips. 

The amphibian element of our course 
in April focused on identifying the three 
most prevalent native newt species, as well 
as frogs and toads. We did not expect to 
find these in the pond because, by July, 
they have finished breeding and will be 
spending much of their time on land. 

What we did see took us into new 
territory, and it confirmed that the pond 
is alive with myriads of tiny life-forms 
which we all felt ill-equipped to identify. 
Although we had magnifying glasses and 
identification books, it was very difficult to 
see the tiny details of these incredibly active 
organisms. Some were like transparent 
tubes, almost invisible. Others were deep 
black, elongated as they moved forward 
and retracted to rounded blobs when at 
rest, but no more than 6mm long when 
extended. Were they leeches or planarian 
flatworms?  Tiny pink worm-like creatures 
moved about on the bottom of the dish, 
while other insect-like organisms whirled 
about in the water, moving so fast that it 
was often hard to focus on them. We may 
have found some damsel-fly larvae with a 
three-pronged tail, but again, we were not 
sure.  

One creature that we could identify 
was the larval form of a newt, about 1cm 
long. Under the magnifying glass, we could 
see that it had feathery gills and black 
eyes. Only two other creatures were easily 
identified: the water boatman, which swims 
on its back, and the great pond snail.

The water teemed with delicate and 
fragile life-forms, able to move easily in 
the supportive water with the apparently 
feeble means of cilia or lashing hairs, or 
whip-like flagella. Notwithstanding our 
struggle against NZPW, the abundance 
of life suggests that there is a healthy 
ecosystem at work in Pallett’s Pond, which 
must have enough oxygen in it to support a 
wide variety of creatures.

Further pond-dips are planned, but 
we would ideally be looking for the 
larger amphibians which would be within 
our expertise to identify and record 
using approved survey methods. All the 
equipment we used had to be cleaned 
with a safe disinfectant or weak bleach 
solution. It is important not to transfer any 
pathogens that might be present to other 
water bodies, and the pygmy weed could 
be transported inadvertently. 

After the event, we were able to view 
David’s photographic record and it should 
be easier to identify our ‘catch’ since they 
are greatly magnified. We hope to have 
some expert advice but do look at them on 
the website and see for yourself just what 
goes on in Pallett’s Pond! 

Calendar
Please bear in mind that we would like to 
produce a calendar for 2015 and hope that 
you are out taking photos related to the 
Commons. Most should be horizontal. Please 
send images to lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk.

Cards
We are very pleased with your response to 
our new set of wildflower cards and have 
already had a reprint. If you haven’t yet 
been able to view them, they too will be 
on the website soon. They are available 
individually (£1.25) or as sets of 16 (£20) 
from Sue Phillips (757202).

AGM
John Catton of the Bumblebee Conservation 
Trust has agreed to come and talk to us 
at our AGM on 18 November. John kept 
honeybees for many years but now gives 
talks on behalf of BBCT. He will help us 
distinguish the various bees that we might 
see on the Commons and will discuss the 
causes of the decline in bee populations and 
what we can do to help reduce the decline.

Lindsay Griffin
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I recall growing up in London in the post-
World War II era and, like many who 
lived in cities and large towns across the 

UK, can remember the many bombsites 
which were left un-restored, throughout 
the fifties into the early sixties. I also recall 
that they were excellent places to discover 
interesting butterflies and moths. 

One of the first invaders of these derelict 
oases was a new urban dweller. Not human, 
not animal, but a perennial flower we 
know as rosebay willowherb. It first came 
to prominence in our cities around 1940, 
a matter of weeks after the start of the 
Blitz. Not unsurprisingly, it acquired the 
colloquial name of ‘bombweed’. However, 
this was not the first time a rampant 
invasion by this plant had been observed 
as a consequence of a World War. What 
appears to be a sudden invasion of an 
otherwise innocuous and colourful plant 
was almost the concluding stage of a much 
longer-term infiltration into a wide range 
of habitats. 

One of the earliest records of this 
plant in the wild was compiled during 
archaeological investigations on 
ancient ruins: not in Britain but across 
Mediterranean Europe, where it was found 
bursting out of crevices in the remains 
of ancient Roman and Greek buildings. 
The first to bring it back to Britain were 
probably travellers to southern Italy. Known 

HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

The natural history of the Cosa 
Nostra’s invasion of the British Isles

then as ‘French willow’, the flower soon 
came to the attention of 17th century 
gardeners.

 Despite escapes from landscaped 
gardens into the countryside, it remained 
relatively scarce well into the 19th 
century. Botanists considered it a rare 
but determined opportunist in the 
Home Counties and Midlands. This all 
began to change at the start of the 20th 
century. Historians have concluded that its 
increasing appearance in forest plantations, 
woodlands and heather moorlands was 
not a natural occurrence. The British 
Army began a large-scale rearmament in 
preparation of war with Germany. Large 
tracks of woodland were felled to supply 
timber for military purposes. Moorland 
was cleared of heather and planted with 
coniferous trees. This transformation of 
our managed landscapes continued apace 
during the First World War.  

After clearance the remaining 
‘stocklands’ (areas comprising just tree 
stumps) were deliberately cleared by 
burning to enable rapid replanting. 
However, in the interim period the 
willowherb spread relentlessly. In the US 
and Canada it has another name ‘fireweed’, 
due to its ability to be the first coloniser of 
newly fire-damaged forest areas. It is even 
incorporated into the Yukon Territory flag.

The success of rosebay willowherb is 

down to the explosive nature of its seed 
dispersal. The average plant produces 
around 80,000 seeds each year. Each 
seed has a plume of hairs which create 
an aerodynamic parachute capable of 
transporting the seed over many miles 
in the lightest of breezes. En masse seed 
dispersal of large colonies of willowherb 
are known as blizzards, as the nearby trees 
and grassland can become clothed in a 
whitewash of seeds. The hairs prove useful 
in attaching to animals, (including horses 
and their riders). As the seeds can remain 
dormant for many years it is ideally suited 
to exploit an opportunity after a severe 
fire, explosion, or other disturbance.

The second plant with an intriguing story 
is Oxford ragwort. Like its close relative, 
common ragwort, it has bright yellow 
daisy-like flowers. Though a different tale 
from that of willowherb, its story also starts 
in Italy where it was first recorded in 1701 
growing on well-drained rocky ground, 
typically the eroded volcanic lava of Mount 
Etna in Sicily.

The plant was brought back to England 
and ended up at Oxford’s Botanic Garden. It 
was subsequently noted that, unlike related 
species, its habitat was tightly restricted 
to poor soils comprising mainly rocks. It 
was originally known as ‘Sicilian ragwort’. 
By the 1800s the plant had escaped the 
confines of the botanic garden and was 
almost exclusively found on the tops of the 
old walls of the city, growing out of crevices 
in the buildings of certain Oxford University 
buildings and in particular favoured the 
Bodleian Library. 

Around 1830 the Great Western 
Railway arrived in Oxford and very shortly 
afterwards the ragwort was to be found 
growing on the tracks at Oxford Railway 
Station. Within a few years this herbaceous 
plant had spread up and down the railway 
line but was restricted to growing out of 
the granite chips and clinker. A plant can 
produce up to 10,000 seeds per season, 

There is a small assortment of wild plants in Britain that have made their mark by taking 

advantage of changes in landscapes, usually through man’s activities. Each has their own 

unique, often bizarre, story. Here is the story of just two to whet the appetite. 

each with their own umbrella to catch the 
wisps of wind, or in this case be caught up 
in the slipstream of passing steam engines. 
A chronicler in the 19th century 

described how some seeds got into the 
carriage with him at Oxford Station 
and travelled all the way down the line 
to Tilehurst. Others wrote of finding 
specimens appearing at further and 
further distances from Oxford, ending up 
in Penzance and into South Wales, then 
later spreading up from Abergavenny to 
Hereford. From here it reached North Wales 
all the way to Holyhead. It also spread 
to waste ground for up to half a mile 
either side of the track bed. By the end of 
the Second World War it was also found 
growing on bomb sites. 
Oxford Ragwort reached the Scottish 

Lowlands in the 1950s and, with the advent 
of the motorways, the plant spread rapidly 
along the newly granite-strewn scarps 
and verges. In 1979 it was found for the 
first time across the Irish Sea, on waste 
ground beside a main street in Dublin. 
Possibly the boat-train from North Wales 
had been its courier? Though from a 
botanical perspective the plant provides 
an interesting story, it should also be 
remembered that it is a serious hazard to 
livestock and needs to be eradicated from 
fields where horses or ponies might graze.

As an interesting postscript to this 
essay, I found a brief comment which 
Richard Mabey wrote in 1996 in his Flora 
Britannica. ‘The Oxford ragwort (by the 
20th century) now brightens all the waste 
grounds it graces, especially in the company 
of Rosebay willowherb’: two members of 
the ‘Sicilian Mafia’ that have made our 
countryside and towns their home.

That’s all for this time. Questions and 
comments to chrisbrown@rayshill,com. 
Phone 758890.

Chris Brown
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Some enchanted evening
When I first heard Louisa Haggerty sing 

in Cholesbury Church as a child I knew 

she would go far as a singer. And so it 

has proved. Now a student at the Royal 

Northern College of Music, she already has 

an impressive c.v. as a soprano.

In June, Louisa and friends, all from the 
RNCM, performed at St Leonards Parish 
Hall in aid of the Hillside churches. 

We were seated informally at tables and 
treated to a glass of wine and snacks when 
Louisa started the evening with ‘If I loved 
You’ from Carousel. Later she showed her 
versatility by switching to Mozart, Quilter 
and a beautiful rendition of Humperdinck’s 
‘Evening Prayer’ from ‘Hansel and Gretel’, 
sung as a duet with  mezzo-soprano Alice 
Gildea.
My particular favourites were ‘Sure on 

this Shining Night’ (Barber) sung by Ed 

Gaffney, the only male in the Company, 
‘Es Rauschet Das Wasser’ (Brahms) sung by 
Louisa and Ed, ‘Dreams’(Ives) sung by Lehlin 
Thai and ‘The Little Horses’ (Copeland) sung 
by Alice Gildea.

We also enjoyed the ‘Concertina for Cor 
Anglais in G major’ by Donizetti, played by 
Vanessa Hanson-Morris, principal oboe in 
the Halle Youth Orchestra.

Last, but definitely not least, I must 
mention the two accompanists, Jingle Lau 
and Elaine Yau, both originally from Hong 
Kong. Not only did they accompany the 
performers to a very high standard but 
also entertained with two duets – Brahms’ 
‘Hungarian Dance no. 6’ and Khachaturian’s 
‘Sabre Dance’, both quite fiendish to play 
and very well performed.

A very enjoyable evening, ending aptly 
with ‘Some enchanted evening’ from South 
Pacific performed by Ed Gaffney.

Dave Clarke 
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As children, we used to spend a lot of time 

playing on the Common. We’d make bows 

and arrows and build camps, collect birds’ 

eggs, catch frogs and newts – not PC I 

know, but it seemed OK then!

When I went to work in Watford 
I lost touch with the Common 
and the village for a few years, 

but when we bought the auction rooms in 
Berkhamsted, my association was rekindled. 
I used to shoot regularly with my old friend 
Nick Grace at the club I helped run in the 
woods behind Beechwood Farm.
I found Norfolk Cottage driving home 

from shooting. We moved in early January. 
The hire van got stuck in a snow drift at 
the bottom of Horseblock, so we had to 
walk up the hill to the cottage. I remember 
the Common looking stunning with an 
unmarked coat of white. Our first night was 
spent eating fish and chips and drinking 
scotch in front of an open fire – no heating 
or electric!

Memories of Hawridge Common
Early next morning I walked the 

boundaries of the Common to re-unite 
myself with an old friend. In those days I 
had Jack Russells: not the best dogs to have 
on a common that was full of wildlife and 
badger setts. I spent hours digging the little 
devils out, or taking them to the vet after 
they had taken on, and lost to, the local 
badgers.

This was a few years before the 
Commons Preservation Society was formed. 
A small group of us started it over a pint in 
the Full Moon. Peter Knowles-Brown was 
the first chairman. He was a JP and got 
young offenders to do community service 
work on the Common and drive our first 
tractor – a Massey Ferguson 35 – which 
Peter donated to the Society. We seemed to 
spend most of our time repairing it!
The prime aim of the Society was to keep 

the grass mown and fallen trees cut up 
and cleared. The locals didn’t like walking 
on the Common chest deep in bracken, so 
we cut it three or four times a year. This 
also, of course, encouraged many types of 

smaller plants to thrive. We used to graze 
our horses and goats on the grass opposite 
our cottage.

I would say that songbirds on the 
Common were more abundant in the 1960s 
and 70s – as in most places in England. But 
vermin and the larger birds, such as jackdaw, 
have increased significantly. There used to 
be several large managed estates and shoots 
in the immediate area and their keepers 
would keep the vermin under control.
The HCCPS was given several large sacks 

of daffodil bulbs by the borough surveyor 
of Chesham (provided by Chesham’s twin 
town). We spent days planting them and 
had a fantastic display alongside the road 
for years. We also planted heather and, 
as I looked after a large woodland near 
Champneys, the owner would give us cherry 
and oak trees that were surplus to his own 
planting programme.

The bottom of Horseblock Lane was 
once alive with rabbits. As teenagers we 
would ferret the banks but sadly, through 
myxamatosis, the rabbits died out. There 
are now a few healthy rabbits about.

On the Common opposite our cottage 
once grew a majestic ash tree. It had a very 
large knot in it about three feet up which 
made a handy perch for the local cats to 
survey the grassland for mice. It became 
known, unsurprisingly, as the Cat Tree. 
Just another early memory I have of our 
wonderful Common.

Mike Wallis

CHOLESBURY 
WATERCOLOUR 
WORKSHOP
The Workshop will be holding its 
Annual Exhibition of paintings, in all 
media, as well as watercolour. The 
Exhibition is open from 10am to 6pm 
on 6 September. Entrance is Free.

10 per cent of sales will go to the 
Iain Rennie Hospice. New members 
are cordially welcome. Please contact 
Rosemary Birch on 758246 or Ron Evens 
on 758446.
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The cider-makers of 
Buckland Common
The Pallett family’s association with 

the Hilltop Village began in 1854, when 

Jonathan Pallett, his wife Jane and two 

children, Ellen and James, moved to 

Buckland Common from Tring. Jonathan 

worked as a footman with James Parkinson 

of Braziers End and when he retired helped 

Jane run the village grocer shop. Two more 

children, Julie and Daniel, were born in the 

village.

By 1899 James was in partnership with 
his own son Frederick as coal and 
timber merchants on the premises 

of the Bricklayers Arms in Cholesbury. Fred 
married Emily Clement, who lived at the 
School House in St Leonards, where her 
sister’s husband, Mr Westcombe, was head 
teacher. Fred and Emily had two children: 
Ella (1902-91) and Alan (1910-79). Ella was 
the last member of the family to live in the 
Hilltops. Fred and Emily retired to run the 
Bricklayers Arms pub, which by then had 
become ‘The Bury’.

Daniel, the youngest son of Jonathan 
and Jane, married Isabella Rosa Wright 
in 1879 and had 12 children, all born in 
Buckland Common. In 1896 Daniel set up a 
cider factory in Broomstick Lane, Buckland 
Common. The house there today still retains 
the name ‘Ciders’.

The Local History Group has a press 
cutting from 1900 following a visit to the 
factory by the editor of the Bucks Examiner. 
He reported that ‘the Mid Bucks Cider 
Company ‘Palletts’ has earned a name for 
itself for orderliness and cleanliness’ and 

was impressed by the management and 
‘myriads’ of barrels of British wines from 
all kinds of fruit, as well as the making and 
selling of cider, bottled water, pickles and 
chutney.

‘The sense of smell detected the 
presence of ginger. Unlike most makers, 
this firm uses green ginger which is ground 
on the spot. When all the ingredients are 
added, which go to make it the finest 
ginger beer sold, it passes into great vats, 
one of which is capable of holding 2,500 
gallons. The draught is filtered through 
cotton pulp and then placed in casks. No 
doubt, as in years past, great quantities of 
it will be mixed with ale and placed in the 
hay and harvest fields.’

‘The situation of the factory in no way 
interferes with the delivery of the goods: 
every order is executed and sent off with 
the utmost despatch. Thus has the Buckland 
Common business been built up and, by 
embracing every opportunity to keep pace 
with the times, will it continue to forge 
ahead.’
In 1909 the business became a public 

company ‘Pallett & Springwell Co’ with 
£15,000 shares issued in the brewery. 
To underwrite the business, Daniel and 
Rosa mortgaged ‘Ciders’ and the family 
moved to Rickmansworth at the site of 
the Springwell Mineral Water Works. 
Eventually the company was sold to Idris on 
condition that Palletts did not start trading 
in competition.

Two years later Daniel and Rosa moved 
to Norton Fitzwarren near Taunton in 
Somerset – where the cider apples grow 
– and Daniel went into partnership with 
John Vickery to buy another cider business 
and form ‘Pallett’s Cider Company’. In 1921 
it was reformed as ‘Taunton Cider’ with 
sons George as MD and Percival (Perce) as 
secretary.

Three of Daniel and Rosa’s sons served in 
the First World War. George was a private 
in the London Regiment, Edwin, a sapper 
in the Royal Engineers, and Perce who had 
travelled to-and-fro several times to the 
US and Canada, became a private in the 

The Bricklayers Arms, later becoming The Bury

Canadian Army Service Corps signing up at 
their headquarters in Kent.

Our thanks to the Pallett family and our 
Local History Group for keeping the records.
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CURVACEOUS COOK

Bottled apples

I am lucky enough to have a very productive young Bramley apple tree, and needed to find a way of 

keeping the apples, apart from wrapping and storing.

This recipe uses little sugar; is really, really quick and easy, delicious, and which I have been using in 

crumbles, pies, cakes and apple sauce.

1 litre of water, brought to the boil with ½ cup of granulated sugar, simmered for ten minutes.

Peel, core and thickly slice the apples and put into the water for five minutes of simmering.

Press into clean and sterilised jars (place in a warm oven for 20 minutes after thorough cleaning, along with 

their lids) and fill to the top.

Pour in as much of the liquid as needed to fill a jar. Lid on, tip upside down and leave to cool completely 

before labelling and storing.

Make more of the stock liquid as you need it.

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com

V V V
100 Club 
winners 

April 2014
1st prize   £25.00     
Mrs D Mills, Taylors Lane
2nd prize  £15.00    
Mrs C Henry,  St Leonards
3rd Prize  £15.00    
Mr A Popple, Hastoe Row

May 2014
1st prize  £15.00     
Mrs E Thwaites, Little Twye
2nd prize  £15.00    
Mr C Matthews,  St Leonards

June 2014
1st prize  £50.00    
Mrs N Leat,  St Leonards
2nd prize  £25.00   
Ms J Harriman, Braziers End
3rd prize  £15.00    
Mr W Cole, Coppice Farm Park
4th prize  £15.00     
Mrs N Baker, Little Tywe

July 2014
1st prize  £15.00     
Mr M Henry,  St Leonards
2nd prize  £15.00     
Mrs D Turner,Coppice Farm Park

August 2014
1st prize  £25.00     
Mrs J Turner, Cholesbury
2nd prize  £15.00     
Mrs J Matthews,  Hawridge
3rd prize  £15.00    
Mrs Redding, Buckland Common

New Members always welcome, please  
contact the Treasurer, Richard Leat on 758784. 

V V V

CHOLESBURY 
VILLAGE HALL
At the end of the current school term 
the Village Nursery will no longer 
be based in the hall as the hire 
agreement has been terminated.

The Management Committee 
have agreed exciting plans for the 
immediate future which include 
an entire internal redecoration, 
the refurbishment of the kitchen 
together with the installation of 
new appliances and the creation of a 
website.

Very shortly this wonderful Victorian 
hall will be available for hire seven 
days a week, so watch this space.
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles which are of general interest and relevance to 

the Hilltop Villages. Material for inclusion in the October/November edition should be sent 
to Graham Lincoln or Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 9 September latest.  
Please note that photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
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