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In AD325, the Council of Nicaea decided 
that Easter should be celebrated on the 
first full moon on or after the Spring 

Equinox (the day on which there are equal 
hours of light and dark). So Easter Day can 
come as early as March 22, or as late as 
April 25. This year Easter Day is relatively 
late – on 16 April.

Hares or rabbits and coloured eggs are 
ancient symbols of new life and are now 
connected with Easter. Traditionally, hard-
boiled eggs were given as Easter presents. 
Today, to the preference of most of us, 
Easter eggs are usually made of chocolate.

On Good Friday, hot-cross buns are a 
feature for many. The Greeks and Romans, 
as well as Saxons, ate bread marked with 
a cross. The early Christians took up this 
custom: the cross, for them, standing for 
the cross on which Jesus died.

May you have an enjoyable Easter.

Cover picture
Soon our commons and 
surrounding woodlands 
will be carpeted with 
bluebells. There are few 
places on earth which have 
such stunning displays as 
can be seen within five 
miles of the Hilltops. Enjoy!

Spring into Easter!

In this issue:

Mike Wallis tells a dark tale

Pam Jones commits to life-saving dogs

Charles Elliott forges a creative career

Lindsay Griffin looks back 50 years to the 
beginnings of the HCCPS

Dora Lamasz and Michael Paton 
remembered
Plus our regular features…

Chris Brown celebrates one of the major 
poets of the natural world
Our Curvaceous Cook in chocolate 
indulgence

…plus all the news from our churches, 
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.

We announce with great sadness the 
death of Alison Lorimer

Our thoughts and prayers are with her 
husband Matt and their children,  
Herbie and Daisy
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

Following on from the last edition 
of Hilltop News, there is progress 
to report on the roads. County 

Cllr Birchley nominated The Vale for 
resurfacing, as promised, and we have 
received notification that work will take 
place on the stretch from Greenway 
(Chesham end) to the junction at Nut Hazel 
Cross Farm/Wigginton Road, before the end 
of July this year. Obviously, a longer stretch 
would have been preferable (ideally to The 
Full Moon/Rays Hill), but budget limitations 
did not allow. 

There will also be further work 
undertaken to Little Twye. Grips are to be 
dug at the bottom of Horseblock Lane to 
improve drainage, which will also receive 
attention near Dorriens Farm. The Parish 
Council will continue to keep on top of all 
road defects, despite repeated replies from 
TfB that many of the defects we report ‘do 
not meet intervention criteria’. Remember, 
if you spot a pothole or other road defect, 
please contact TfB directly, using the 
following on line reporting system  
www.buckscc.gov.uk/services/transport-and-
roads/report-a-problem/

Notice has just been received that the 
Planning Inspectorate dismissed an appeal 
against the decision to refuse the planning 
application at The Rose and Crown Public 
House. There is no news on what the 
developer’s next steps will be.

For the coming and future financial 
year(s), no grant will be forthcoming from 
the District Council towards the Council 
Tax charge or precept that you pay as 
parishioners towards the Parish Council’s 
activities. Therefore, in order for the 
Parish Council budget to remain the same 
(£9,800.00) there will be a tiny increase in 
the precept this year (although the grant 
amount we received last year was only £28!).

In January, a member of South Central 
Ambulance Service (SCAS) undertook a 
defibrillator awareness session, which was 
very well attended and received much 
positive feedback. The Parish Council has 
arranged for the same trainer to come back 
and undertake a general first aid session 
and we hope that this will be similarly well-
received.

Finally, I am pleased to report that data 
from the MVAS, which was positioned 
near the school in November, reported no 
significant speeding issue, except for a few 
cars very late at night, and that speeds were 
significantly reduced during school drop-
off and pick-up times. The machine will be 
back in early summer.

Any queries regarding the Parish please 
contact: Hayley Lewis, Clerk to the Council, 
758843, parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Your councillors are:

John Allen, Chairman: 758095

Nigel Blomfield, 758314

Chris Brown, 758890

Philip Matthews, 758205

John Minting, 758206

Francis Sanger, 758767

Judith Joseph: 758702

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

As the County 
Council draws 
to the end of 

its 4-year term in early 
May, our school results 
continue to be 10 
per cent better than 
the national average. 
Children’s Services 
have greatly improved with quicker case 
referrals and the employment of more 
permanent social workers. Adult Social Care 
continues to see an increase in the number 
of over-85’s requiring support and these 
two services now absorb 60 per cent of the 
council budget. The Council is pleased that 
the Chancellor listened to local government 
and acted on the crisis in Social Care by an 
initial commitment of another £2 billion 
over the next three years.

Improving the quality of our rural 
roads continues to be an absolute priority 
for County and, that said, BCC is now in 
negotiation with HS2 to ensure the safety 
of local residents during the construction 
phase. Things such as official truck routes, 
improvements to junctions and phone 
numbers to report problems are some of 
the important issues for us as the Highways 
Authority. The Council has won substantial 
concessions from HS2 in terms of funding 
for community projects and once again 
everyone who has contributed to the HS2 
debate and held them to account deserves 
our sincere thanks.

Bucks Business First is tapping into a 
national campaign to empower more 
women to start their own businesses. It 
has organised a pizza and networking 
evening to encourage young entrepreneurs 
and is seeking entries for the 2017 
Buckinghamshire Business Awards. Most 
businesses in Bucks employ less than 25 

people and the encouragement of BBF 
has in many cases helped bring inward 
investment into the County. For example, 
Bucks & Thames Valley Local Enterprise 
Partnership has successfully bid to 
government for £20 million local growth 
funding to support new road infrastructure, 
help the University of Buckingham to 
double in size and build world class business 
incubation facilities in the heart of the 
County. Looking ahead, the Council’s new 
Strategic Plan will focus on looking after 
Children and Adults with Care needs, the 
environment and supporting economic 
growth, amongst ambitious plans to ensure 
that Bucks will remain a good place to live 
in twenty years’ time.

Please get in touch if I can speak to 
officers on your behalf at County Hall.

Tricia Birchley 01296 651823 
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk 
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weeding and planting the herb garden; 
Mountfitchet Castle, as part of medieval 
studies; and the River Chess, to release 
another batch of home grown trout. 
InConcert is a Chilterns Primary Music 
Festival for children and is run by the Bucks 
Learning Music Trust. The choir and some of 
the older children who can play a musical 
instrument have been learning songs and 
will perform them with other schools at the 
festival.

In sports, the children were invited to take 
part in a Cross Country Festival held at The 
Misbourne with a number of other schools 
and one of our Year 6 girls came first in 
her category. We also joined a Gymnastics 
Festival held at Dr Challoners.

In the classroom, topics as varied as 
dinosaurs, space, the Middle Ages, Europe, 
Ancient Egypt, Crime and Punishment and 
the Victorians are being studied.  
The Victorian study will culminate in a 

With the second half of the spring 
term well under way the children 
have been as busy as ever. As 

in most schools World Book Day was held 
in March with all children, and the staff, 
coming dressed up as a character from a 
book they have enjoyed. Children were 
also invited to dress up a potato as a 
character - with some very amusing results. 
The school also asked for donations of 
children’s books, from Reception to Year 6, 
to refresh the library and ensure all children 
had access to a greater variety. In addition, 
donations of items that would help “bring 
books to life” were requested – dressing 
up clothes, book-related board games and 
play sets – and this has allowed us to make 
up some ‘story sacks’ to be used to develop 
the children’s enjoyment of reading. All 
this made for a very successful day and 
any further donations would always be 
appreciated.

The outside area of the school now has 
a Tree Cathedral which has been cut out 
of a large area of shrub and wood. The 
landscape and design were completed by 
two parents over a couple of weekends 
with bespoke furniture being kindly made 
by Richard Charles and oak signs displaying 
rules and a prayer written especially by a 
Year 6 pupil, Sophie Flood. Once finished 
there will be an opening ceremony and we 
hope to be able to provide a photo in the 
next edition of Hilltop News. It really is a 
wonderful area for the children to be able 
to take advantage. Around this area, and 
throughout the school, the flower beds are 
also coming to life with bulbs that were 
planted at the end of last year by parents 
and children.

School visits have included the Green 
Dragon Eco Farm, where the children 
engaged with farm animals as well as 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL Victorian Day where staff and children will 
dress up and experience school life for a 
Victorian child. I am sure the children will 
be looking forward to their food that day 
and will be on their best behaviour, as 
punishment in school in those days was 
rather different to now!

The school has been focusing on 
handwriting recently with a workshop 
for parents. There is a well-justified view 
that good fluent handwriting will help 
the children progress throughout their 
schooling and Hawridge and Cholesbury 
wish to set the children up as well as they 
can for the next stage of their education.

Finally, you are invited to our Spring Fayre 
on Saturday 20 May. We hope to continue 
the outside theme that is becoming 
so familiar for the children. We have a 
children’s farm, pony rides, a go kart course 
for children up to age 10, inflatables, Pimms 

tent, a pet photography competition and 
many other stalls. If you are free at  
any time between 11 and 2pm we would 
love to see you. Come and help us raise 
some money to continue the school’s 
forward progress.

James Morris
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LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP
So far in 2017 large 

audiences have been 

rewarded with three 

excellent talks on the 

Grand Junction Canal, 

Garden Cities and Stanley Spencer.

For the next talk the Local History 
Group is promised a light-hearted look 
at the English’s favourite subject on 

Friday 7 April with a talk entitled Weather 
Lore Fact or Fiction. Our speaker is Ian 
Currie who is a meteorologist, author and 
television presenter, including BBC’s One 
Show, Countryfile and The Weather Show. 

His talk will look at the history of weather 
sayings and whether there is a scientific 
basis for long-standing beliefs about 
weather phenomenon. The meeting is at St 
Leonards Parish Hall starting at 8.15 sharp 
with the Hall open from 8pm.

To round off this season of talks and 
starting at the earlier time of 7.30pm on 
Friday 12 May at Cholesbury Village Hall, 
Wendy Austin will be recounting The 
Story of Ashridge House. The talk follows 
on from our brief AGM and the evening 
continues with a buffet provided by our 
members.

Come along and experience one of 
our meetings: just £4 at the door for a 
single meeting. School students can attend 
meetings for free. 

Chris Brown (758890) 
email: localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

A message from 
Thames Valley 
Alert came 

through to say that there 
has recently been a rise 
of prank calls within the 
area. The calls are pre-recorded generated 
responses giving the impression that 
recipients are actually speaking directly 
to someone. Sometimes a mobile phone 
number is shown, sometimes the number is 
withheld. They appear to be predominantly 
targeting elderly and young people.

Ignore these calls, and if you have 
received any please contact Thames Valley 
Police on the non-emergency number 101. 
You could also contact your local phone 
provider: they may be able to put a block 
on such calls. If they come through at night, 
you could put your phone on night mode 
or switch it off.  

In an emergency dial 999, 101 to report 
other incidents.   

Shirley Blomfield (758314)  

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

Our first meeting of 2017 took place 
in January when Leo Keedy, Warden 
at College Lake just outside Tring, 

told us about his work at this well-known 
nature reserve. Then in February Jeff 
Rozelaar gave us an entertaining evening 
with his tales of ‘Bagels and Bacon’, an 
account of his upbringing in the East 
End of London, enlivened with recitation 
and song. It has also been very good to 
welcome new members.

Looking ahead, we have two events in 
the hall at St Leonards in April. Our regular 
monthly meeting, on Monday 24 April (a 
week later than our normal third Monday 
of the month because of Easter) is a good 
one for all gardeners - Edwin Rye is coming 
to talk about ‘Seasons of Colour in the 
Garden’. And on the Thursday of the same 
week (27th) it is our turn to host the Spring 
Group Meeting. Our members and those 
from the other institutes in our group will 
be entertained by ‘Bucks Voices’, the male 
voice choir based in Amersham.   

May is always the Resolutions meeting. 
The two resolutions we shall be discussing 
and voting on this year are ‘Alleviating 
Loneliness’ and ‘Plastic Soup: Keep 
microplastic fibres out of our ocean’. Our 
votes will be taken by our delegate to the 
NFWI Annual Meeting in June, this year 
being held in Liverpool. Information on 
these resolutions can be found on the NFWI 
website.

For more information about our WI please 
get in touch with our President, Carol Henry 
(01494 758435).
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CHOLESBURY cum 
ST LEONARDS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 
In the garden it is never too early to 

provide plant supports: hazel and birch 

twigs provide good natural support. 

The plants will look better if allowed to 

grow through the support rather than be 

collected up once tall and straggly. Spring 

bulbs (especially those in pots) will benefit 

from a liquid feed now to boost the bulbs 

for next year.  

I seem to have more moss on my borders 
than usual. Moss should be cleared 
and the ground aerated. Similarly moss 

should be cleared from pots and more long 
lasting compost added. Forget-me-nots are 
lovely but prolific, clear before they go to 
seed. Some seeds will escape to provide 
more than enough for next year.  

To get ahead with sweetcorn, which 
can be tricky in our climate, sow indoors 
individually in pots. They can be planted 
out in a square/rectangle when frosts have 
passed but will be ‘ahead’ of those sown 
direct. Sweetcorn from the plant tastes 
totally different.

2017 events

Wednesday 21 June, 8.30am to 6.30pm - 
Coach trip to Meadow Farm Garden and 
Nursery, Feckenham and the National 
Trust’s Coughton Court, Alcester. Email 
Diana Mills dimills24@gmail.com for further 
details and prices.

Thursday 29 June, 6pm to 7.30pm 
(Members only) – Hastoe Open Gardens.

Friday 28 July, 6pm to 8pm at Cholesbury 
Village Hall – A free drop-in workshop to 
take the fear out of showing. All your show 
questions will be answered with tips and 
advice on how to win that coveted first 
prize. 

Saturday 2 September – Horticultural, 
cookery, handicraft and flower show at 
Hawridge & Cholesbury School. Schedule 
and entry form on www.cholesbury.com

Friday 17 November – AGM followed by 
supper and a quiz. £4 per person. 

HOSPICE NEWS 
The Hospice 

of St Francis in 

Berkhamsted is a 

charity that cares for 

people from across 

West Hertfordshire 

and the Chiltern area 

of Bucks who have life-limiting illnesses 

and supports their loved ones. 

Join the Bubble Rush!
Open to all the family, you can run, walk 
or dance your way through bubble stations 
as you are blasted by cannons blowing 
out crazy-coloured bubbles, covering you 
in safe, frothy foam. There are no age 
restrictions and the 5 km route is child-
friendly. Come and have fun and raise what 
you can in sponsorship for the Hospice. Last 
year’s event raised a staggering £132,000 
for hospice care!

Join the rush on Sunday 30 April at 
Gadebridge Park, Hemel Hempstead or on 
Sunday 9 July at Lowndes Park, Chesham. 
Register at stfrancis.org.uk/bubblerush

Other dates
•   Berkhamsted Golf Day – Friday 19 

May, Berkhamsted Golf Club.  Fun day 
followed by gala dinner and auction!

•   The Hospice of St Francis Garden Party at 
Ashridge House – Sun 11 June, 1-5pm

Further details at: www.stfrancis.org.uk/
events  or call 01442 869555

BIG CATS STILL 
AROUND?  
In previous issues of Hilltop News we 
have highlighted sightings of big cats 
in and around the Hilltop Villages. In 
late February this year a mini spate 
of local sightings were reported on 
Grapevine. First, a couple saw “a large 
cat like a lion” and the next day a 
couple saw from their house a creature 
walking from the end of Parrotts Lane 
towards the Cholesbury church “the 
size of a Labrador, honey-coloured 
with a long thin tail that curled up 
at the end – it looked like a lioness!” 
Something similar (“definitely not a 
dog or a deer”) crossed Cholesbury 
Lane in front of a cyclist and into the 
depths of the Common. As well as 
those sightings and around the same 
time, our own County Councillor saw a 
large ‘black’ cat at the bottom end of 
Arrewig Lane which she thought was 
“quite unusual”. To cap it all, another 
villager came back from holiday and 
posted on Grapevine a photo he took 
of the gory remains of what looked like 
a savaged sheep in his garden!

We have had some sceptical comments 
from readers after previous accounts, 
but we remain open-minded. Any 
reports of future sightings will be 
gratefully received…
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
In this edition of Hilltop News, Lindsay and 

I are going to share the writing. I’m dealing 

with the up-to-date stuff, and Lindsay will 

follow on with some information about 

what was going on 50 years ago, when 

HCCPS was only a twinkle in a few people’s 

eyes.

We are coming to the end of the 
winter working season on the 
Commons, and I hope you all 

can see the difference that it has made. In 
addition to the views that were opened up 
last year and the work to let sunshine into 
the bottom ride, more recently the top ride 
has been tackled in a similar way, partly to 
allow it to dry out more during the summer. 
Of course, initially the machinery churns 
up the mud even more, so we need to wait 
for warmer, drier weather to reap the full 
benefit.

Much of this heavy work is organised by 
Christine Stott using contractors, but this 
is supplemented by the magnificent work 
that our volunteers perform under the 
guidance of Isobel Clark. This is not often 
glamorous or spectacular, but it keeps the 
grassland and rides open, and without it 
our fauna and flora would suffer – let alone 
our walkers and riders. So I want to give 

a big thank you to all those who turn up 
in all weathers to cut and haul branches, 
holly and brambles around to the benefit 
of us all. Mind you, they do all get at least 
one slice of Lindsay’s special cake at each 
session – which is pretty good motivation 
in itself! Isobel is an unsung heroine, who 
makes a vital contribution. It is not easy to 
balance the various factors that need to be 
considered to maintain the diverse areas of 
the Commons successfully, but it is precisely 
this variety of habitats that makes the 
Commons so valuable and enhances their 
biodiversity. Isobel has become extremely 
knowledgeable, so she can help us to 
avoid many of the traps which we might 
otherwise fall into. 

As we move into the summer months 
we hope to involve more volunteers to 
help to keep the paths open. If you have 
time to help, on your own or with friends 
or family members, please let me know at 
ddennis48@outlook.com or phone 757102. 

This year we have decided to extend 
our annual ‘Litterblitz’ from April 1 – 17 
(Easter Monday). As usual, plastic sacks can 
be collected from any of the three notice 
boards – at the Cricket Club, opposite the 
school and at the top of Parson’s Path. In 
addition, we will place sacks in the layby 
opposite the Rose and Crown. Filled bags 
may be left at any of these locations for 
collection by the Council, although many 
people prefer to take them home for 
roadside collection. Thank you very much to 
all those ‘fitter slicker litter pickers’ who do 
such a great job in keeping the Commons 
clear, both during this annual push and 
during the rest of the year when they walk 
the Commons.

The next big date in our diary is Sunday 
25 June for the Annual Village Picnic, 
organised in conjunction with the Cricket 
Club, and we hope shortly to announce 
a special autumn event to mark our 50th 
Anniversary.

David Dennis, Chair.

HCCPS at 50

The inaugural meeting of Hawridge 
and Cholesbury Commons 
Preservation Society was held 50 

years ago at Cholesbury Village Hall on 19 
October 1967. The meeting was chaired by 
Joan Walton, then chairman of the Parish 
Council, and was well attended by over 50 
local residents, amid concerns about the 
changing nature of our Commons and the 
need to preserve our wider local heritage. 

At the national level there were a 
number of ongoing initiatives to address 
these concerns throughout the country. 
These included:
•   Commons Preservation Society: As 

early as 1866 a national body of the 
Commons Preservation Society had been 
established to protect Common land from 
encroachment. In 1910 it was renamed 
the Open Spaces Society which continues, 
even now, to fight for the protection of 
Commons throughout the land.

•   Green Belt Legislation: From 1935 there 
had been legislation to protect Green 

Belt land and provide opportunities for 
access to the countryside for the urban 
population.

•   AONBs: From 1949, under the National 
Parks and Access to Countryside Act, 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
were designated and protected. 

•   Conservation Areas: These areas of special 
architectural and historic interest were 
first designated in 1967 and our own (V 
20) is described in a Bucks Department of 
Architecture and Planning document 1971. 

•   Registration of Commons Act 1965:  
Under this Act, Common land needed to 
be registered and individuals who had 
Rights of Common were also required to 
register those rights.  

At the local level, a number of residents 
recognised that the Hilltop Villages 
provided a very special environment in 
which to live. They realised that, in the 
absence of grazing, which had been in 
decline for a number of years, the nature 
of the Commons would change in a matter 
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
AGM
New season, new 
committee! Key 
changes to the 
committee at 
the AGM include 
Club Treasurer 
Nick Richardson 
(another Colts 
parent stepping 
forward) and Club 
Secretary Stephanie 
Hill, who moves up from her position as 
Club Welfare Officer. A third addition is the 
election of Bren Mason as Social Secretary. 
The final change is that Steve Drane, who 
does such a wonderful job as Bar Manager, 
adds the position of Vice Chairman to his 
responsibilities. Richard Vasey is standing 
down to concentrate on all the other things 
he does so well around the club! 

Chairman Brian Ralphs paid tribute to 
the sterling work of Linsey Cresswell, who 
stood down after five years in the role of 
Club Secretary. In that time she became 
the face of the club to most people. She 
worked tirelessly to ensure that the club 
was well connected. Club Treasurer Giles 
Pemberton, who took over Club finances 
mid-season 2015, also stood down. He 
was thanked for his role, stepping in at 
short notice and doing a great job. Dawn 
Edwards also resigned, after just a year in 
the role of Social Secretary. All three will be 
missed for the enthusiasm and drive they 
brought to their roles.

The financial results were again 
encouraging, allowing the club to build 
up some reserves, despite having made 
some large capital investments. Bar sales 
generated a surplus of £8,160 at a margin 
of 45 per cent, supplemented by fund 

raising efforts amounting to £2,320, 
and membership fees of £5,934.  All the 
improvements to the lounge area were self-
financed and a new gang mower was also 
purchased.   

Club officials for the 2017 season are:
President: Trafford Matthews
Chairman: Brian Ralphs
Vice Chairman: Steve Drane
Hon. Treasurer: Nick Richardson
Hon. Secretary: Stephanie Hill
Cricket Captain: Neil Jones
Youth Development Officer: Ian Hames
Colts Parents’ Representative: Vacant
Pavilion Manager: Martin Barber
Grounds Manager: Phil Wright
Social & Fundraising Secretary: Bren Mason
Bar Manager:  Steve Drane

Colts
Colts cricket is again set for a bumper 
season. League teams will be entered in 
age groups from Under 9 to Under 14. The 
season started with a Registration Day 
on 19 March, with practices beginning on 
Thursday 20 April at 6pm. 

It is planned to offer barbeque food 
each Thursday evening again. It is hoped 
that this will help families with feeding 
arrangements on a busy evening. Bren 
Mason will be setting up a team to deliver 
this service, so please feel free to volunteer.

of just a few more years. If left, they would 
simply turn into impenetrable wilderness. 
The last grazing on the Commons was in 
the early 1960’s by George Brown but, with 
only a few cows, he was unable to keep the 
growth under control. 

At this time there was also concern that 
efforts were needed to protect the villages 
from ugly building development and 
there was a general feeling that the local 
community should take an active part in 
resolving the issues regarding the Commons 
and our local heritage, to prevent 
‘solutions’ simply being imposed by central 
or local governments.

The Society was formed as a result of 
considerable interest and prior planning by 
concerned individuals in the two villages. 
Among those concerned local residents 
were a number who had, or had retired 
from, distinguished and demanding careers 
and who were used to getting things done. 
It is no accident that during the 60’s and 
early 70’s, there was a flurry of activity to: 
•  form HCCPS
•   record our local history in the book 

‘Hilltop Villages of the Chilterns’ (David 

and Joan Hay) 
•   inaugurate the Local History Group (LHG)  
•   collect appropriate materials in The Black 

Box (later the LHG Archive)  
•   improve conditions for the Cricket Club 

and build a pavilion.

Active residents included Peter Knowles-
Brown (London jeweller); Jane and Hugh 
Rolph (chartered surveyor); Major General 
Money (retired); Dr Audrey Ellis (retired 
Head of Family Planning, Edinburgh); 
Group Captain David Hay (Honorary 
Secretary (Chess Area) Campaign to Protect 
Rural England); Joan Walton; Miss Evelyn 
Grosstephen (Principal of Lowndes School - 
later Mrs Evelyn Money). 

In the next edition of Hilltop News I 
shall be writing about the early meetings 
and objectives of HCCPS, and the first 
committee that was elected 50 years 
ago. Future editions will also cover the 
registration of Rights of Common, how 
they were established, who has them and 
who missed out.

Lindsay Griffin

New Treasurer,  
Nick Richardson

New Social Secretary 
Bren Mason
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Seniors
The club will be playing in the First Division 
of the Mid Bucks League this season. The 
league starts on the first Saturday in May. 
This is a division lower than last year, which 
we hope will provide an easier environment 
for our up-and-coming juniors, who will be 
given opportunities to play senior cricket.

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Date  Event  Time

April 20th  Colts first Thursday 6:00pm 
 night session

June 6th Bucks Duathalon 7.15pm

June 25th Village Picnic 11 to 5:00pm

July 16th  Presidents Day:  12.00pm 
 Memorial Match

July 19th Bucks Over 60’s vs Essex 1:30pm

Sept 9th Colts Awards 2:00pm 
 and Family Fun Day

New practice nets
A big change this season will be the 
appearance of a new two-lane practice net 
to replace the existing single lane net which 

has stood for many years. It will be built 
to English Cricket Board standards. This is 
a big outlay for the club, but considered 
important for the future. Fund raising is in 
full swing!

New members needed! 
Again, a huge appeal for new members! 
The club has lost a number of adult 
members in the off season, so we will be 
struggling to field a league team each 
Saturday. With such wonderful facilities 
available, it is a mystery why we struggle. 
Please think how you might be able to join 
in – you really would be most welcome. Pop 
down one Thursday evening at 6pm. You 
might surprise yourself!

All news, photos and more can be 
found on the club website, which is 
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com.  
The club also has a Facebook Page and 
Twitter Account.  

Brian Ralphs 
Chairman, Hawridge & Cholesbury  
Cricket Club
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The spring and summer seasons are 

prime trading time for our Hilltop public 

houses which all have ample gardens and 

attractive environments for both locals 

and visitors to enjoy. When the pubs are 

well prepared for this busy season, they 

can enjoy as much as 6o per cent of their 

annual turnover in only four months. The 

three pubs that are currently trading are 

well positioned in terms of management, 

staff and facilities to “make hay if the sun 

shines”. Although events will not progress 

fast enough for participation this spring, 

up to three of the sleeping Hilltop public 

houses could join the party before the next 

boom season. 

The Old Swan kitchen is now fully 
manned with Chefs Aarron and 
Vladimir well ensconced and 

supported by student Jack, who is well 
versed with the preparation and active 
cooking of Aarron’s creations. Although 
the new barbeque facility was underused 
last year, the expectation is that either 
Aarron or Vladimir will prepare up-market 
barbeque meals for folks who have booked 
for this service in advance. In addition, they 
will prepare standard fare for drop-ins who 
have not pre-booked.

During Easter and both May Bank 
Holidays, the Old Swan will be open 
throughout the weekends with full food 
and bar service, including on the Mondays.

The Black Horse Inn continues to grow 
from strength to strength. To meet the 
fair weather demands and make full use 

of their large garden, Buddy’s Bar has 
been built outside the kitchen, and an 
application for a permanent outside bar 
licence should be approved shortly.

There continues to be a strong emphasis 
on special food and activity events.  Vegan 
nights are the second Wednesday of each 
month with the next one coming on 12 
April. The next ‘Round the World on a Black 
Horse’ dinner will be on 24 April with an 
Italian theme designed by apprentice chef, 
Lucy. Sunday food service extended to 8pm 
has proved to be popular and the pub and 
its kitchen will be open on all three Bank 
Holiday Mondays in April and May.

In terms of events, the Easter school 
break will feature Forest Skills on 5 April, 
Rugby skills on 6 April and an Easter egg 
hunt on 16th. To help encourage the 
development of young local musical talent, 
open mic nights on the last Sunday of each 
month are going well. The Quiz Night on 
23 April will be on a St George theme.  The 
working day ‘3 o’Clock Club’ is continuing 
to offer special prices on selected drinks 
from 3 to 6pm on weekdays.

Rebekah “Becka” Pankhurst has settled 
in as Manager at the Full Moon with 
strong support from her husband Mick. 
She has appointed Maggie Parker as her 
Under Manager to ensure there is constant 
oversight in place. Steve and Luke are now 
two chefs full time in the kitchen creating a 
variety of specials on a daily basis. Reports 
on the dining experience by many locals are 
very favourable.  

The tone was set in March when there 
were special fixed price menus offered 
for St Patrick’s Day and Mothers’ Day. This 
holiday pattern will be continued on Easter 

Spring pub news
Sunday and St George’s Day when creative 
egg dishes are planned for Easter and 
classic English dishes for St George’s Day.

Since Sunday lunch continues to be very 
popular, advance booking is advised and 
reserved slots of two hours each are being 
maintained to be sure everyone can be 
accommodated. 

The owners of the Bull Public House 
have been putting the finishing touches 
to their planning application, which was 
described in the previous issue of Hilltop 
News and is summarised on the Bellingdon 
community website www.bellingdon.com. 
This application should be filed by Easter.

According to the website of Potter and 
Ford Estate Agents in Chesham, as of mid-
March, the freehold sale of the White Lion 
is “under offer”. Locals who have enquired 
as to the prospects of it reopening as a 
public house have been told that contracts 
should be exchanged in March. Assurances 
have been given that the prospective 
purchaser intends to operate it as a 
privately owned and economically viable 
public house.

The appeal against refusal to grant 
planning permission for demolition of the 
Rose & Crown and re-development of its 
site to four dwellings has been dismissed.

One aspect of the dismissal related to 
the loss of community facilities, specifically 
pubs. The Inspector noted that the relevant 
policies and planning framework were 
consistent in seeking to promote the 
retention of local services and community 
facilities in rural areas. The Inspector 
pointed out that there was significant 
support from the local community to 
retain the building as a public house.  He 
noted that although the business had 
been operating at a loss when it closed, 
this was in the context of “substantial 
and increasing” rents. Since the situation 
would not necessarily be the same under 

new ownership, the Inspector was not 
persuaded that the site could not be 
resurrected to successful community use as 
a pub.

Referring to the decision on the White 
Lion, the Inspector said that no evidence 
had been brought forward that, if the 
Rose & Crown was not viable as a pub, it 
also was no longer required for any other 
community use. 

The Chiltern District Council can be 
commended for working hard to save 
our pubs, and the two recent appeal 
decisions against conversions to residential 
are vindication of their determination to 
preserve shared assets for the community. 
The renewed success of the three Hilltop 
free house pubs provides solid evidence 
that well managed pubs can succeed 
once they are released from the financial 
shackles imposed by Pub Company owners.

Bill Ingram
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Technology workshops
Last Autumn we ran two successful 
workshops on using Tablet Computers. 
We are thinking about organising 
some workshops on how to take better 
photographs using your digital camera, if 
there is sufficient interest. The workshops 
will be aimed at those with little or no 
photography expertise, so there will be 
basic instruction and advice on how the 
quality of your images can be improved by 
following a few basic steps. Perhaps you 
want to improve your holiday and family 
photos, or later in the year enter or even 
win the prestigious Hort Soc photography 
competition cup! If you are interested in 
such a course please do get in touch by 
phone or email: see below. 

Gentle exercise
The next ‘Gentle Exercise for Older Adults’ 
classes will be running before and after 
Easter, starting on Tuesday 11 April from 
10 to 11am. They are at Cholesbury Village 
Hall and ladies and gentlemen are all 
welcome. Each set of six sessions will follow 
on from the end of the previous sessions. 
The sessions are friendly and good fun and 
the exercises can be done sitting down if 
necessary. The courses are run by a qualified 
instructor provided by GLL who run the 
leisure and exercise facilities for Chiltern 
District Council. The cost is £28.50 for a 
course of six sessions but you can join in 
at any time and pay on a pro rata basis. 
Contact Elayne Hughes on 07880 975 100 or 
email elayne.hughes@gll.org.

Good Neighbours Group
Pub Lunch Club
The Pub Lunch Club is open to anyone 
living in, or connected with the Hilltop 
Villages. It meets at 12.30pm on the second 
Wednesday of each month at The Black 
Horse.

Currently around 20-30 enjoy excellent 
food and a chance of a chat in the convivial 
surroundings of the newly refurbished 
Black Horse. We are always made welcome 
by the excellent team of staff. So it is just 
the place to get to know some new faces, 
whether you are new to the villages or if 
you are just around during the middle of 
the day, maybe working from home and 
just fancy a break and a chat over a meal. It 
also provides an opportunity for those who 
might otherwise not find it easy to get to 
local social events. If a lift is needed, this 
can be arranged. On offer is a two-course 
meal, plus tea or coffee for just £12. 

The next few dates for your diary are: 
Wednesdays 12 April, 10 May and 14 June. 
Booking is made in advance by email or 
telephone contact number below.

Further Information
If you would like to know more about 
or become a volunteer with the Good 
Neighbours Group go to www.cholesbury.
com and follow the link to Good 
Neighbours Group or contact Chris Brown: 
email goodneighbours@cholesbury.com or 
phone 758890.
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by the Reverend 

David Burgess

Most of this article dates from one I 

wrote a few years ago. Lent, the season 

of relaxed Christian contemplation and 

preparation, has been uncommonly busy 

this year … my apologies.

I grew up in Croydon, South London, 
during the 1960s and early ‘70s. 
You might know that from the late 

‘50s onwards the area was a suburban 
experiment. Virtually an entire town 
centre was torn up and replaced with 
contemporary, high-rise architecture – “The 
New York of Southern England”. Over 
those years you could constantly see signs 
of demolition - the old being replaced by 
the new.

If the new replaces the old, the new 
must be better. The trouble is that the 
experiment is now acknowledged as a 
failure. Demolition didn’t give rise to the 
better future that was hoped for, and the 
town is beset by problems, admittedly 
not all of them by any means due to the 
redevelopment.

The heart of the Easter message is that 
Jesus breaks down the old order of things 
and establishes a new order. What exactly 
was it that Jesus demolished on the first 
Easter morning? 

The two most common pictures for what 
Jesus did at the Cross and Resurrection are 
pictures of demolition and reconstruction. 
Firstly, he broke down the barrier between 
us and God and secondly in its place he 
built (or better, he became) the bridge 
between God and ourselves. Both images 
are true, and together they give us a full 
picture of what Jesus actually accomplished 
at the first Easter.

How do you think of Easter? In terms of 
new life, spring, and celebration? There’s 
nothing wrong with that. But if we only 
think that way, perhaps we don’t fully 
appreciate the mighty hand of God at work 
in accomplishing the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. On the Cross, Jesus 
absorbed the full power of everything that 
sin, evil and death could launch at him. 
And on Easter Day that power was utterly 
transformed and used for good.

We only have a record of the key events 
in the life of Jesus – his birth, his work and 
his teaching, Good Friday, Easter Day, and a 
few weeks beyond. But these events taken 
together form a dramatic and powerful 
whole. My hope and prayer is that all of 
us will fully appreciate this at Easter time 
above any other.

Demolition Man
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C h u r C h  m a t t e r s

st LeONarDs

It is with sadness we report the 
death of Michael Paton. A 
veteran supporter of 

St Leonards church 
– please see the 
article in Hilltop 
News as we 
celebrate his long and fulfilling life. 

Dora Lamasz has died two days before 
her 99th Birthday. She contributed to 
our church and village for her entire life 
– teaching at the School and playing the 
organ at St Leonards from the age of 16 for 
over 60 years. We also celebrate her life in 
this issue.

Breakfast Service – The coffee is as strong 
as ever and the bacon butties disappear as 
fast as we can fill them – not to mention 
the pain au chocolat! We are regularly over 
thirty on Breakfast Sunday – sometimes 
more - sharing thoughts and ideas.

Our next Breakfast Service is on Sunday 
23 April when our newly appointed 
Archdeacon, Guy Ellesmore, who is 
particularly interested in Lay Ministry, is 
coming to see what we do. So as Michael 
said ‘polish your shoes’ and come in droves 
to set an example of how other churches 
might achieve our results!   

It is interesting to hear that Aston 
Abbotts, a small village, who were anxious 
to raise their numbers, have had enormous 
success with their Breakfast Service 
following our pattern of breakfast and 
worship. They are hugely grateful to us for 
introducing them to the idea!

Film Evenings – We showed ‘A Street Cat 
named Bob’ in March: a star-studded cast 
with Bob playing himself. Just shows how 

sometimes it takes one life to save nine! A 
great evening. We will begin again in the 
Autumn. A cup of coffee or glass of wine is 
an excellent way to start the evening and is 
an opportunity to meet people who are not 
a part of your usual village circle. Watch out 
for future dates.

Our Tea Parties have been well attended 
despite rather gloomy weather so we 
look forward to the Spring. Sadly Thelma 
Felstead, a very regular member, has 
become increasingly frail and has had 
to move into a Care Home where she is 
wonderfully looked after. She is always 
bright and cheerful and would love to see 
any of you who could spare a few minutes 
- it makes such a difference to her day! She 
is at Hampden Hall Care Home just beyond 
Wendover.

The dates of the next Tea Parties are 26 
April and 24 May. Do come and join us! If 
you need transport, please contact Anne 
Lake (01296 620169) or Anne Butterworth 
(758700).

Both Diana Osborne and Anne Butterworth 
are withdrawing from the PCC after 
many years of service. If there is anyone 
who would be willing to take on one or 
two practical duties – you don’t need to 
come onto the PCC (though that would 
be wonderful!) – please let Anne know 
(758700).

Easter – On Maundy Thursday 13 April 
there is a Four-Parish Communion at St 
Leonards led by David starting at 7.30pm. 
You are all most welcome. Details of 
our other services for Holy Week are 
published in the centre pages. Barbara 
Baddon gathers all the younger children 
to join her in making the Easter Garden on 
Good Friday 14 April. They meet at 10am 

outside the back door of the church and 
as well as creating the garden, it is a great 
opportunity for them to hear once again 
the Easter Story. The children accompany 
the adults briefly to the first station of the 
Cross before returning to the church. All 
young children are most welcome, whether 
they are local residents or are just visiting 
family and friends for Easter.

The walk of witness on Good Friday 
is led by David. We leave St Leonards at 
10.30am followed by a devotional hour 
in Cholesbury Church – a quiet time for 
reflection.  Do join us as we stop for a few 
minutes at each station of the Cross.

On Easter Sunday, for those of you 
who love the ‘old’ service, Tony Eccleston 
is taking Prayer Book Communion at 9am. 
This is followed by an informal Family 
Service at 11am.

Our APCM (Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting) is on 25 April at 7.30 for 8pm. You 
don’t even have to come to church to make 
a point or ask a question and everyone 
is very welcome.  It’s an ideal time for 
discussion.

ChOLesBurY  

In March we 
held our Annual 
Meeting (APCM) 

and reported a busy 
year. Our service 
attendances remain 
steady and we have 
welcomed five different ministers to lead 
our worship. Our services now start at 10am 
or earlier. On the fourth Sunday we share 
the Breakfast Service at St Leonards. Our 
Carol Service and Good Friday Devotions 
were particular highlights of the year.

2016 was the year for our Quinquennial 
Inspection and we received a good report 
for the condition of St Laurence Church, 

which is a great relief.
This time last year we looked at 

upcoming costs with some trepidation and 
appealed for continuing support from the 
village. You all ensured our fundraising was 
successful and, with near perfect weather 
for the Fete, our finances are in much 
better shape. Thank you to all who helped. 
The Quinquennial and other maintenance 
costs were met, we gave more to our 
charities and still showed an increased Bank 
Balance. 

We have beautiful stained glass in St 
Laurence church dating mainly to 1873 
when much of the church was rebuilt. Over 
the years the glass has become soiled with 
a patina from lime scale and green lichen 
has grown. We have not been able to clean 
the glass as our windows are protected by 
metal grilles. This year we are replacing the 
rusted grilles and have carefully cleaned the 
glass inside and out. The result is a delight 
and more detail can be detected in each 
window.

The grilles over the various lights 
are intricate as they follow the tracery 
of the windows.  In fact, we need to 
replace fifteen pieces of grille, each to be 
copied exactly to the existing design. This 
painstaking work will be carried out by 
blacksmith Stephen Cheeld who will return 
them galvanised and stove painted to a 
black satin finish.

Eighty competitors were confronted 
by a High Tech Quiz using all the modern 
technology installed at St Leonards Hall. 
Peter Green was in his element projecting 
the questions onto a screen as Liz called 
them out traditionally. New styles were 
possible with fuzzy pictures and multiple 
choice questions answered by remote 
control. Maggie Carruthers had prepared 
elegant hampers for raffle prizes and 
Sue Williams managed to sell tickets to 
practically everyone at the start of the 
evening, raising more than £200 for the 
first time. Thank you to Brigid, Rosie, Philip 
and Maggie who served us Shepherd’s Pie 
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haWrIDGe

Our first ‘Short and 
Sharp’ service of 
2017 proved once 

again to be successful in 
swelling the attendance 
at our Sunday service 
and we were pleased to 
welcome a good number 
of visitors from around 
the villages, many of whom were able to 
stop and enjoy tea and coffee and catch up 
with friends afterwards.  

The Quiz was held in February and we 
were pleased to have a packed village 
hall. Sadly James Watson was unable to 
join Sylvia in his usual role as Question 

Master as he has been unwell. Sylvia did a 
fabulous job, as usual, and we wish James 
a quick recovery. Thanks to Sue Williams 
for selling raffle tickets and of course 
Joan and Margaret for dishing up over 50 
portions of lasagne without missing a beat. 
The competition was very close and the 
eventual worthy winners was Louise Prior’s 
team of brain-boxes. The evening was much 
enjoyed and we raised a wonderful £500 
for St. Mary’s.

Our next event is something rather 
special - an evening with The Launton 
Handbell Ringers on Saturday 29 April 
at Hawridge & Cholesbury School. The 
ringers have played on radio and television, 
playing in their ‘four-in-hand’ style and 
you may well get the chance to try your 
hand too! The evening starts at 7pm and 
there will be light refreshments afterwards. 
Tickets are £7.50 for adults and £2.50 for 
under 16s. Please phone Joan or Margaret 
to book your tickets (758332) or email 
hawridgechurch@gmail.com.

Details of all the Easter Church Services 
appear separately in these pages but we 
very much look forward to welcoming you 
to St. Mary’s for our Easter Praise Service on 
Sunday 16 April at 5pm. If you enjoyed the 
Christmas Eve Carols please do come along 
and enjoy this equally important service in 
the Church calendar. 

Our Cream Teas will be on 7 May at 
Cholesbury Village Hall. We will start at 
about 1.30 until about 4.30 and there will 
be lots of lovely stuff to eat and buy - you 
know the score. Please come along, rain or 
shine, and have a cuppa with your friends 
and neighbours. As usual, any donations 
of cakes, bakes or scones are most 
welcome – please contact  757059 or email 
hawridgechurch@gmail.com if you can 
donate or do a stint in the kitchen - which 
is much more fun than it actually sounds!

and Pavlova. Congratulations to David 
Ridgwell and his team from Hastoe, who 
won the Quiz – just. We raised £757!

Our Easter celebrations start on the 
Monday of Holy Week (10 April) with the 
service of Compline at 7.30 in the Church 
when we reflect on Jesus’ actions shortly 
before the crucifixion. On Good Friday the 
Walk of Witness ends outside Cholesbury 
Village Hall followed by a devotional 
service in Church at 11.45am. On Easter 
Day we have a Parish Communion service 
at 10am. All are welcome to share these 
commemorations.

On 30 April, Cholesbury will host all four 
Parishes in a Parish Communion service at 
10am. Our guest speaker this year is Guy 
Ellesmore, who was appointed  Archdeacon 
of Buckinghamshire last year. We will serve 
refreshments and we welcome you to this 
special occasion.

Our annual Cream Teas is on Sunday 21 
May at Cholesbury Village Hall. We trust 
our ever generous army of cake bakers and 
sandwich makers will again deliver fine 
food for your delectation.

This story was told to me by my 

dad. It was just after the Second 

World War when he was an 

apprentice plumber at Greenham’s 

of Chesham. In those days he either 

cycled or pushed a hand cart to  

local jobs.

This particular day he had to go 
with one of the firm’s senior 
plumbers to the sanatorium in 

The Vale (I think it was somewhere 
between Brown’s and The Black 
Horse). Apparently the sewers were 
backing up. They left the yard by 
seven in the morning to get an early 
start and began at the front of the 
building, using prod-bars (these 
are thin steel bars for searching for 
pipes under the soil).

They discovered several manholes in a 
line leading away across the grounds. By 
mid-afternoon they had reached a small 
wood somewhere near Brown’s. In the 
thicket the pair discovered a tumbledown 
wooden shed and had to cut a tree down 
to get in the door!

Once inside they started prodding 
around in the dirt floor where they found 
another manhole about six inches under 
the soil. It took a few minutes to clear it 
enough to prise it up. The smell was, as you 
can imagine, awful!

Unfortunately the shed had no windows 
so it was dark, and they couldn’t see down 
into the cesspit below. In a senior moment, 
the plumber pulled out a box of Swan’s and 
struck a match. Seeing what was going to 
happen, Dad legged it!

He reckoned he got about a dozen 
strides from the shed when there was an 

Tales from the sanatorium

almighty bang as the methane gas in the 
top of the cess-pit chamber exploded, 
demolishing the shed! Dad was knocked 
off his feet, and the senior plumber came 
flying past to land in a heap, smouldering! 
Dad was up and ran over to him, thinking 
he was dead! As Dad rolled him over he 
breathed a sigh of relief as the plumber 
began to cough out smoke! He opened his 
eyes and started to speak – I can’t write 
down any of what Dad said he said!

Dad’s mentor had lost his flat cap, all his 
hair and his eyebrows! And to top it all, his 
face was covered in soot with two panda 
eyes peeping out! Dad ended up rolling 
about on the ground, laughing! 

The silver lining was that the explosion 
cleared the blockage in the sewer! The 
down side was they had to re-build the 
shed!

Mike Wallis
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Local up-and-coming sculptor Charles 

Elliott has brought his handmade sculpture 

and furniture business to the Hilltops, 

just down the road from his home village 

of Cholesbury. Charles and his team 

work in The Vale producing a wide range 

of handmade furniture, sculpture and 

ironwork, using traditional blacksmithing 

and modern techniques.

Charles and his brother, James, grew up 
in Cholesbury, spending much of their 
childhood weekends and holidays in 

their uncle’s forge in Aldbury heating and 
manipulating metal, under their uncle’s 
supervision, creating gifts for family and 
friends. The boys spent many hours honing 
their skills, practising various traditional 
techniques and expanding their knowledge 
of the material. After leaving school James 
studied as a farrier (Hilltop News featured 
his story a couple of years ago) and is now 
fully qualified and working locally. 

Forging a career in the Hilltops

After donating a full-size hand-forged 
horse’s head to Ruby’s Charity Ball, Charles 
realised the interest that sculptural hand-
forged ironwork created. Shortly after the 
Ball, Charles was approached by a shop 
in Chelsea’s Kings Road.  He was asked 
to produce some horse-head lights and 
sculptures, which led to a wide range of 
his designer hand-crafted furniture being 
stocked.

Charles decided he wanted to push 
his ideas and products further and open 
a studio where he could produce larger 
sculptures and expand his business to create 
a range of iron and metalwork locally as 
well as to a London-based clientele. After 
investing in a range of machines, some over 
120 years old, Elliott of London was now in 
business!

Whilst establishing and setting up his 
workshop Charles began to create large 
stag sculptures from recycled horseshoes, 
soon selling a few locally. Exploring 
different stances and introducing lead bases 
to signify rocks, they became an initial 
sculpture range for Charles to work with. 

Now using various materials, Charles 
is working on full-size horse sculptures 
to add to his Equestrian Sculpture range 
inspired by his wife Abbe, a professional 
international showjumper. Abbe has a lot 
of input into Charles’s design, picking up 
on the slightest imperfection or detail! The 
horse, and stag, sculptures are on show 
outside his studio in The Vale.

Alongside the sculpture, Charles is 
expanding his designer furniture and 
ironwork product ranges using traditional 
techniques to create contemporary and 
modern designs. He always encourages 
customers to visit his studio to see how his 
products are made, and at forthcoming 
events, including Bucks Art Week, Charles 
will be demonstrating various techniques 
used in his work. 

Charles and his team are keen to 
expand their client base locally, working 
on various interior and exterior ironwork 
commissions, including gates, railings, 
handrails, furniture, staircases, pergolas and 

garden ironwork. With a large, spacious 
fully-equipped studio in The Vale, they are 
able to take on large scale ironwork orders 
and sculpture commissions, as well as large 
wrought iron restorations.

To discuss any of the above, or arrange a 
visit to the studio, you can contact Charles 
Elliott on 01494 758896 or email: Elliott-
group@outlook.com. For further information 
go to www.elliottoflondon.co.uk .
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Through working on the land from 
a young age, Clare was able to pay 
for his schooling which gave him the 

gift of literacy. From his labouring and 
travel around the district whilst living with 
gipsies he was able to use his superior 
skills at observing everyday experiences 
of the natural world to compose a new 
style of poetry. John Clare was somewhat 
condescendingly described as the ‘Peasant 
Poet’. Luckily, aged just 20, his collection 
of odes, sonnets and prose attracted 
the attention of a local bookseller who 
persuaded his cousin in London to publish 
a book on Clare’s descriptions of rural life. 
His poetry and prose might have been raw 
and unsophisticated compared to that of 
the Romantics but it arrived at a time when 
literacy amongst the middle and even some 
working class was increasing and poetry 
was in demand. 

Here is the first part of one of these early 
published poems and, characteristically, his 
style is to use his insightful observations to 
gradually reveal which insect he is telling us 
about: 

Thou little Insect, infinitely small

What curious texture marks thy minute 
frame!

How seeming large thy foresight, and 
withal,

HILLTOP NEWS NATuRE NOTES

A Clare vision of nature

Thy labouring talents not unworthy fame,

To raise such monstrous hills along the 
plain,

Larger than mountains, when compar’d 
with thee:

To drag the crumb dropp’d by the village 
swain,

Huge size to thine, is strange, indeed, to 
me....

If you’re not sure which insect he is 
describing – it is an ant. 

Reading through his poetry you find 
many examples of how well he observes 
everyday sights which most of us would 
probably not give a second look. Even 
in death Clare could summon up his 
appreciation for the contribution our flora 
and fauna make to habitats and landscape. 

In the next example he pays a generous 
tribute in a poem entitled ‘To a Dead Tree’. 
His respect for the tree is almost as though 
he had lost a long-time friend. Perhaps 
regretting the lack of appreciation he had 
for the pleasure the tree had given him 
during its life:

Old tree thou art wither’d--I pass’d thee 
last year,

And the blackbird snug hid in thy 
branches did sing,

Thy shadow stretch’d dark o’er the grass 

sprouting near,

And thou wert as green as thy mates of 
the spring.

How alter’d since then! not a leaf hast 
thou got,

Thy honours brown round thee that 
clothed the tree;

The clown passeth by thee and heedeth 
thee not,

But thou’rt a warm source of reflection 
for me.

I think, while I view thee and rest on the 
stile.

Life’s bloom is as frail as the leaves thou 
hast shed.

Like thee I may boast of my honours 
awhile,

But new springs may blossom, and mine 
may be fled:

Fond friends may bend o’er the rais’d turf 
where I’m laid,

And warm recollection the past may look 
o’er,

And say by my life, as I say by thy shade,

“Last spring he was living, but now he’s 
no more.”

In the light of Clare’s unique ability to 
describe only what he saw, it was not 
surprising that after his first book of poems 
was published he was praised for excelling 
all other poets in his knowledge of “the 
fields, the flowers, the common air, the 
sun and the skies...and is happier in the 
presence of Nature than elsewhere. He 
looks as anxiously on her face as if she were 
a living friend, whom he might lose, and 
hence he has learnt to notice every change 
in her countenance”.

Unlike the Romantic’s, such was Clare’s 
rural education that he was never taught 
much grammar, which meant he often 
misused adjectives as nouns and nouns as 
verbs. As a consequence descriptions of his 
daily observations of wildlife broke with 
the poetry conventions of the day and 
resulted in earthy rather than ethereal 

Asked to name three English poets of the 18th and 19th centuries who wrote about our  

native wildlife and top of the list for most might be John Keats and William Wordsworth 

possibly followed Coleridge, Blake or Shelley. Collectively known as the English Romantics, 

for more than 100 years they cast such a spell over publishers, critics and the public that the 

achievements of one of England’s most accomplished poets is often overlooked.  

John Clare was born in July 1793 in Helpston, a Northamptonshire village as rural  

and remote as any of our own villages at that time. 

depictions. Added to this his poetry 
incorporates many words and phrases that 
were unfamiliar to those more used to 
the conventions dictated by Dr Johnson’s 
Dictionary of the English Language. To 
overcome this, the publisher incorporated 
a glossary with explanations for those 
unaccustomed to Clare’s ‘midland dialect’. 
For example, bird-boy is an infant who 
frightens birds from the corn; chelp is to 
chirp or make a chattering noise like a bird; 
cumbergrounds is a stand of useless trees; 
puddock - a red kite; quawking the noise 
of crows and swain is a lazy or unemployed 
youth.

In some cases it is not just the language 
or the rural scene that has disappeared. 
In another of Clare’s early poems the first 
three lines go as follows:

Tasteful Illumination of the night,

Bright scatter’d, twinkling star of spangled 
earth!

Hail to the nameless colour’d  
dark-and-light...

To the Glow-worm described a night-time 
encounter with a nocturnal insect that is 
today a very rare sight indeed.

Back on more familiar ground, one herb 
we are still very familiar with is captured in 
his ode To an April Daisy, which starts:

Welcome, old Comrade! peeping once 
again; 

Our meeting ’minds me of a pleasant 
hour:

Spring’s pencil pinks thee in that blushy 
stain,

And Summer glistens in thy tinty flower.

Hail, Beauty’s Gem! disdaining time nor 
place;

Carelessly creeping on the dunghill’s side;

Demeanour’s softness in thy crimpled face

Decks thee in beauties unattain’d by pride.

I hope a few at least are encouraged to 
seek out the works of John Clare. That is all 
for this time chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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ST LEONARDS VILLAGE FETE

SATURDAY 3rd JUNE at 2pm

Horse Show at 9.30am

Companion Dog Show & Fun Classes – booking at 1pm

• Tug o’ War • Jazz Band • Classic Cars • 

• Punch & Judy • • Morris Dancers • 

• Welly Wanging • Children’s Farm •  • Bouncy Castle • 

• Teas, Bar and barbeque •

and much much more!

Information  01494 758702 or www.wherecanwego.com

Horse Show 01494 757201 Dog Show 01494 758907 

Free Parking

A celebration of life
Dora Amy Lamasz 

1918 – 2017

It was a great tribute to Dora that  

St Leonards Church – Dora’s Church – was 

so very full of people giving thanks for her 

long life of service to St Leonards.

There was little money in the Hilltop 
Villages between the wars but Dora’s 
was a happy and carefree childhood. 

Together with her two brothers she went 
to St Leonards village School where she 
first learned to play the piano and it was 
the then Headmaster, Mr Culverhouse, who 
introduced her to the idea of teaching – a 
career with very young children she was 
to follow for her entire working life. She 
trained as a Rural Teacher and taught both 
at St Leonards School and later, when it 
closed, at Hawridge & Cholesbury. She 
was dedicated to the children in her care 
and managed to imbue in them a love of 
learning which she shared with them.

Dora started to play the organ in St 
Leonards church at the age 16 – a duty she 
carried out for over 60 years, walking or 
cycling from her home in Chivery, where she 
lived from the age of four, often three times 
on a Sunday.  Dora taught music and was 
part of a small dance band, ‘Chums’, which 

played in the Parish Hall 
on Saturday evenings.

She met her future 
husband Stanislaw 
after he escaped from 
Nazi occupied Poland 
and they were married 
in 1948. Theirs was a 
wonderfully happy 
marriage sadly cut 
short by Stan’s death 
in 1966. Although she 
never went to Poland, 
Dora maintained close 

contact with Stan’s family, sending gifts to 
them on many occasions to alleviate the 
harshness and deprivation of life under 
Communist rule.

At this point Dora threw herself into 
village life taking part in concerts, teaching 
music privately and leading the Church 
choir. If there was a musical event, Dora 
would be there.  But this did not prevent 
her from pursuing other interests. Dora 
joined the rescue boat at a family Sailing 
Club and in September 1992 enjoyed her 
first and only flight in a little two seater 
aircraft piloted by her nephew - she was 
reluctant to come down!

As Dora became more and more frail, 
she received wonderful local care from 
friends which allowed her to stay in her 
beloved home, Thorpe, and it was only in 
the last two years of her life that she had to 
move into Lewin House in Aylesbury where 
she was equally well looked after.

Dora was Christened in St Leonards; 
she went to Sunday School there; she was 
confirmed and married there so it was 
fitting that the Service of Thanksgiving 
was attended by so very many people – all 
of whom gave thanks for her amazing 
life dedicated to both the church and the 
village. Dora died within two days of her 
ninety ninth birthday.

Dora, we owe you a great debt of 
gratitude.
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A celebration of life
Michael Paton  

1919 - 2017

On 22 February, St. 

Leonard’s Church was 

packed to a much greater 

extent than one would 

expect for a Celebration 

of Life for a 97 year old, 

who had only moved to the Hilltops when 

he was 86. Since he came to live at Braziers 

End with his daughter Lesley and her 

husband David, Michael acquired a large 

number of friends and will be much missed. 

Michael was a regular at St 
Leonards church, where he 
particularly enjoyed the breakfast 

services surrounded by all the youngsters 
who attend. He was a keen member of 
two local art groups where he refined his 
watercolour techniques, creating quiet and 
very beautiful landscapes, often with birds 
providing a focal point. He also learned to 
frame his own pictures to a professional 
standard. All this he achieved in the last 20 
years of his very long life, after the loss of 
his beloved wife, Margaret, to whom he 
was married for over 50 years.

Michael met Margaret at Edinburgh 
University in 1939, but shortly afterwards 
he was called up. The next six years were 
spent in the army, fighting in North Africa 
and Europe, including the fierce battles at 
Anzio and Monte Cassino. He also became 
an army pilot – he was a natural, mastering 
the notoriously tricky Tiger Moth biplane in 
record time. To his regret, Michael never flew 
operationally. He was retained in the UK to 
do experimental flying work and to train 
other pilots. Over 60 years later, to celebrate 
his 90th birthday, he took to the skies again, 
successfully taking off and landing a Tiger 

Moth perfectly – to the astonishment of his 
instructor!

He was obsessed with all other means of 
flight too, and was a keen bird watcher. Until 
recently, his standard ‘constitutional’ was to 
walk along Oak Lane, binoculars round his 
neck, to the woods near Dundridge Manor. 
Until recently, his frequent holidays on the 
north-west coast of Scotland, which he loved, 
provided opportunities to enjoy different 
and rarer species.

After the war, following a short spell in 
the hotel trade, he joined a timber importing 
business, eventually reaching the level of 
Managing Director. His career took him from 
Edinburgh to Cheshire, Cardiff and finally 
Brighton, where he retired in 1984.

Following Margaret’s death in 1997, 
Michael stayed on in Brighton for a few years 
before moving into the annexe created for 
him by Lesley and David in Oak Lane. Here 
he met many of their friends and found 
himself with quite a following. The family 
have received very many cards and letters 
since Michael’s death in January and a few 
common themes have emerged. Almost all 
the letters describe ‘a real gentleman’ with a 
‘dry Scottish sense of humour’.

In his last few years he tired easily, so 
whilst he would often join visitors for a 
pre-supper drink, he preferred to return to 
his annexe when it was time to eat. When 
the visitors asked him why he wasn’t staying 
for supper, he would adopt a hang-dog 
expression and say that he wasn’t allowed to, 
and had been told to go home. Lesley and 
David were left to explain to the horrified 
guests that he was pulling their legs! No one 
expected such wicked humour from someone 
over 90, but this was typical of the man. 
Many friends half his age have commented 
that they never felt they were talking to an 
‘old’ person, such was his interest in people 
of all ages and his refusal to live in the past.

Michael Paton will be much missed by 
family and friends alike for his generous 
nature, love of the natural world, and 
genuine interest in everyone and everything 
around him.
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Pamela Jones, who lives in Chivery, has 

been with the charity Medical Detection 

Dogs almost from the start in 2008 when 

she was one of four people running things 

from a small unit in Westcott. Initially 

she was a volunteer, but she gave up the 

‘day job’ and has been an employee of 

the charity since 2010. Pamela has seen 

the charity go from strength to strength 

over the nine years and is now involved in 

recruiting new socialisers to take a puppy 

into their home and be involved with their 

training and socialisation- ultimately to 

become a Medical Alert Assistance Dog. 

Here, Pamela gives an insight into the 

charity…

The charity Medical Detection Dogs 
was co-founded by Dr Claire Guest, 
a scientist and animal behaviour 

expert, and Dr John Church, a former 
orthopaedic surgeon. The charity is based in 
Buckinghamshire and works in partnership 
with researchers, NHS Trusts and universities 
to train specialist dogs to detect the odour 
of human disease. It has two main arms: 
cancer detection dogs and medical alert 
assistance dogs.

Cancer Detection Dogs are trained to 
detect the odour of volatiles associated 
with cancer cells present in urine or breath 
samples. The cancer dogs have the capacity 
to provide second line screening for cancers 
that are currently difficult to diagnose 
reliably, such as prostate cancer. 

Medical Alert Assistance Dogs are 
trained to assist individuals managing 
complex life threatening conditions, such 
as diabetes, POT’s narcolepsy, Addison’s and 

Medical Detection Dogs

severe allergies. The dogs are taught to 
identify and alert to the odour changes that 
are associated with certain medical events. 
There are currently over 60 accredited 
Medical Alert Assistance Dogs partnered 
across the UK and with more funding this 
number will increase.

The charity receives no government 
funding and relies entirely on charitable 
donations. 

Without the invaluable support from 
our socialisers we could not provide 
these lifesaving dogs. We are looking for 
socialisers to provide young dogs with 
all the experience it needs to become a 
Medical Alert Assistance Dog.

Medical Detection Dogs place puppies 

or young dogs in family homes throughout 
their training, replacing the need for 
kennels. It takes commitment and patience 
to nurture a healthy, happy, well trained 
dog and to provide the life skills required 
for its future working life. 

Providing a young dog with all the 
experience it needs to become a Medical 
Alert Assistance Dog can be enjoyable and 
rewarding for individuals and all the family. 
Socialisers are a vital part of the team and 
help to give our puppies the very best start 
on their journey as a ‘life-saving’ friend.

Medical Detection Dogs provide the 
puppy, handling and training classes, 
support, food, insurance and holiday cover 
and pay vet bills. Socialisers provide the 
time, commitment and patience to produce 
life-saving dogs.

If you would like to find out more 
about this opportunity contact pam.jones@
medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk 01296 711212
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CURVACEOUS COOK

I think it is always useful to have some chocolate sauce in the freezer, so that poured over vanilla ice 
cream, or a brownie, or any slightly stale chocolate cake that you microwave for a few moments to soften, 

you have an instant indulgent pud!

Chocolate sauce freezes really well and for some reason never goes solid (I am sure you scientists could 
explain that!) so you can spoon out the amount you need without having to thaw it all when you only need 

a tablespoon.

It takes moments to make, and this does make a goodly bowlful…

100g caster sugar

100g soft brown sugar

75g cocoa powder

5ml vanilla essence

10ml cornflour

300ml milk

50g chocolate, at least 70% cocoa solids

25g butter, ideally unsalted

Blend the cornflour with a little of the milk.

Add the mix to all but the choc and butter in a saucepan, and gently warm to boiling, whilst stirring.

Once boiling, boil without stirring for two minutes, but keep an eye on it. I find on the slow plate of the Aga 
it needs no more than a minute. Stop if it starts to clot.

Take off the heat and whisk in the choc and butter. Done!

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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Dear Diary

April 2017

7th Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

12th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm

24th WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

26th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

May 2017

7th Cream Teas – Cholesbury Village Hall – 1.30pm

10th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm

12th Local History Group – Cholesbury Village Hall – 7.30pm

20th Spring Fayre – H&C School – 11am-2pm

21st Cream Teas – Cholesbury Village Hall – 1.30pm

24th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

June 2017

3rd St Leonards Village Fete – 2pm

14th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm

25th Annual Village Picnic – H&C Commons – 2-6pm

V V V
100 Club 
winners 

St Leonards Parish Hall

February 2017
£25 Mr and Mrs D Serdet, St Leonards               
£15 Mr D Hawkes, Buckland Common
£15 Mrs E Redding, Buckland Common 
For membership, please contact the 
Treasurer, Richard Leat on 758784.

Cholesbury Village Hall

February 2017
£15 Jean Turner, Buckland Common
£10 Andrew Brown, Bellingdon
 
March 2017
£25 Alex Weeden, St Leonards  
£15 David Hawkes, Buckland Common

For membership, please contact Brigid 
Farmer on 758715, or email brigid.farmer@
gmail.com

V V V
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Hilltop News

We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the June/July edition should 
be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne 
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10 May 
latest. Please note that photos sent online 
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.

Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449   
grahamlnc@aol.com

Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth  758700   
anne@churchcottage.eu

Advertising
Ann Horn 758250   
annhorn43@aol.com

Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882   
info@michaelspark.com

Distribution 
Rosemary Pearce 758334

Printer 
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592  
info@strongs-printing.co.uk

Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making 
and is funded by advertising.



Taylors Tools LTD
43-45 Hempstead Road, Kings Langley,Herts, WD4 8BS

01923 268355 www.taylorstools.co.uk
sales@taylorstools.co.uk


