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Just not cricket!

A

s a cricket traditionalist, I was
dismayed to read in the National
Press recently that the ancient art of
keeping a neat scorebook is rapidly being
replaced, even at village green level, by a
range of apps for iPads and laptops. I also
hear that the Bucks Over-60s team, no less,
now uses a computerized scorebook.
I remember some scorers visiting our
Club bringing coloured pencils to embellish
their scorebooks; ending up with a work
of art to admire and look back on with
fascination in years to come. Club legend
Alan Brown was one of our most renowned
(and neatest) scorers (often while walking
round the pitch). I can imagine what he
would say about scoring with electronic
gadgets.
Reassuringly, for me at least, Hawridge
& Cholesbury are still using the familiar
scorebook and are even prepared to pay
£10 a match to any enterprising youngster
to score for the Club each week. This at
least will help prevent, or at least postpone,
traditional scoring becoming a lost art.
The cricket season is now well underway,
heralding a summer to cherish in our
glorious Hilltops…
Graham Lincoln, Editor

ST LEONARDS
VILLAGE FETE
SATURDAY 3rd JUNE at 2pm
Horse Show at 9.30am
Companion Dog Show
A traditional Country Fete
including Tug o’ War,
Morris Dancers, Jazz Band, Bouncy Castle,

Cream teas at the ready! The sun shone on our
May attraction.

In this issue:
Alison Lorimer remembered
Chris Brown reflects on a rural idyll
Our Curvaceous Cook with more ideas for
summer entertaining
Mike Wallis gets the bird
Flo Soundy runs for charity
Owls find home on our
Commons
Electric bikes tame the
Chiltern Hills
…plus all the news
from our churches,
school, pubs, clubs,
councils and societies.

Punch & Judy and much, much more!
Hilltops in bloom…
Hilltop News
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Let’s start with roads (for a change…)
Work to resurface The Vale should be in
progress by now, from Greenway to Pound
Lane. First, all of the defects will be filled,
followed by two layers of bitumen and
chippings, with line painting completed
by September. TfB have been made aware
of the drainage issues along the road that
add to the erosion of the surface and it
has been promised that these will also be
addressed, prior to the surface dressing
being applied.
The Parish Council has spent the past
year trying to get across to TfB the message
that improved preparation, workmanship
and supervision would significantly prolong
the sustainability of repairs, thereby
reducing budget spend in the long term
and to this end Simon Dando (Contract
Director TfB) and Mark Averill (Head of
Highways, BCC) attended the Parish Council
meeting in April to hear the members’
concerns.

We are awaiting feedback on what can
be done, and when, to improve Horseblock
Lane, Rays Hill, Jenkins Lane, Sandpit Hill
and to repair the damage to the triangle
at Church Lane, Hawridge: all areas which
do not fall into TfB’s criteria for immediate
attention, but which the Parish Council feel
cannot be ignored. In addition, I am still
trying to gain resolution on the issue of grit
forming on the edges of Hawridge Hill as
you drive towards Chesham, but this seems
to be hindered by the issue falling between
the County and District Authorities
jurisdictions!
Local Government changes
On this note, a decision from the Secretary
of State for Communities and Local
Government on the opposing proposals
for the future of Local Government
structure in Buckinghamshire, put forward
by the District and County Councils, was
expected by the end of March. However,
this is now expected to be following the
General Election. The Districts support

the formation of two Unitary Authorities,
i.e. a consolidation of District and County
Councils, one in the North and one in the
South of the County, whilst the County
Council supports the formation of a single
Unitary Authority for the whole County.
Both proposals aim to save money and
simplify services. The Parish Council has
a representative on the BCC working
group and is involved in every stage of
negotiation to give their view.
Fire hydrants
We have now added maps of the
Parish with the location of all of the
fire hydrants to the website www.
cholesburyparishcouncil.org.uk. Please have
a look and if you have one on the borders
of your property, please just keep an eye
out for any obstructions or overgrowth
that would hinder it being found or used
in event of an emergency. The Fire Service
does carry out an annual check of the
hydrants, but every little helps!

MVAS
The machine was located in St Leonards in
late April/early May - the results of which
will be available for the next edition of
Hilltop News and will be published in
the Parish Council meeting minutes. The
machine is also booked for August.
Litter
Hopefully you will have noticed a new and
improved litter bin by the cricket pitch!
The bin is larger than its predecessor and
hopefully won’t blow over in the gales.
Please use it! We have arranged for more
frequent collections over the summer
months, when the cricket pitch receives
more walkers, cyclists, etc. passing by and
even though it is a small change, with ever
shrinking District Council budgets, it is an
achievement!
Finally, apologies to those few
parishioners who signed up for the general
First Aid Course in March, which had to be
cancelled due to lack of interest. We will
try and reschedule for later in the year
and hopefully more people will be able to
come.
Any queries regarding the Parish
please contact…
Hayley Lewis, Clerk to the Council, 758843
parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Your councillors are:
John Allen, Chairman: 758095
Nigel Blomfield, 758314
Chris Brown, 758890
Philip Matthews, 758205
John Minting, 758206
Francis Sanger, 758767
Judith Joseph: 758702
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL

T

he County Council
elections on 4 May
resulted in my
return to County Hall
with a 49.8% share of
the vote. The turnout
at 44.4% was one of
the highest, giving me a
majority of 583. The seat
has its challenges, combining the urban
part of Chesham surrounding the Mosque
and our rural hilltop villages which we
have fought so hard to preserve in terms
of HS2 and housing. I would like to express
my thanks to everyone who gave me their
support and promise to prioritise your
interests at County Hall.
Hot on the heels of these results, the
Conservative group met at County Hall
to choose the new Leader, Martin Tett,
and shortly afterwards I was confirmed as
Chairman of the County Council. During
the year I intend to make mental health
services the basis of my charity work, and in
particular to ensure that enjoyable events
are held in the Chilterns area. I welcome

input into these early plans.
The County Council has seen enormous
change in the last year. The new Chief
Executive, Rachael Shimmin has been in
the post for nine months, the new MD of
adult social care is Sheila Norris, and the
Interim Head of Children’s services is Gladys
Rhodes White. Finally, Oxfordshire said it
was their loss when Mark Kemp, the new
head of Transportation, joined Bucks. The
draft accounts for 2016/17 show that the
old council ended the year below budget
and that Bucks is credited with having
one of the most stringent budget vetting
processes.
The economy of our county is growing
rapidly and we work with our neighbours
to promote infrastructure projects such
as the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway,
deliver housing and business growth such
as Enterprise Zones and the Woodlands
development in Aylesbury. With so many
new projects ahead the county’s strategic
team will have their work cut out to
manage the expansion of Heathrow,
Woodlands, HS2, housing and the proposed
closure of RAF Halton in 2022. We will need
certainty surrounding traffic movements,
pollution and the preservation of our
largely rural environment.
I do hope you will be in touch if I can
expedite your concerns with officers at
County Hall.
Tricia Birchley 01296 651823
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk
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Hawridge and Cholesbury C of E School
The children have hit the ground running
after their Easter break and are back hard at
work. The teachers have taken advantage
of the dry weather to continue to utilise the
outdoor areas whenever they can.

T

he Outdoor Cathedral project has
continued well with the children,
under the guise of the School
Council, making a number of decisions with
wonderful help from parents and the local
community. There is a fundraising target of
£124 to complete the first stage and allow
the Cathedral to be opened for the children
to use. To raise the money the children are
having a cake-making project with each
class making different types of cakes to sell.
The PSA has also organised a family photo
shoot with the help of a local photographer
to use the willow tunnel that was created
by some of the parents and Tan Strong.
As some may have seen, the school
has recently put in planning permission
to continue to develop the outside area
that we are so fortunate to have. This
will include an extension of the canopy
that currently only covers Windmills (the
reception class) to cover all of the Key Stage
1 classes; a canopy to the main entrance of
the school; a new playground for Key Stage
2 children and better access to the outside
with the provision of doors direct from all
the classrooms. More details can be seen on
the fundraising page of the school website,
which also includes the fundraising target
and how we are doing so far.
Continuing with the outdoor theme,
the children are partaking in a number
of ‘Kith and Kin’ afternoons. The idea of
Kith and Kin comes from the book ‘Kith:
the Riddle of the Childscape’ written by
Jay Griffiths and has been reviewed by Iain
McGilchrist as “an impassioned, visionary
plea to restore to our children the spirit of
Hilltop News

Outdoor Cathedral project continues

adventure, freedom and closeness to nature
that is their birthright.” The children in the
session will be printing with nature using
William Morris as their inspiration – I have a
feeling it could be messy!
At the end of the last term the children
made a number of beautiful Easter gardens
that were then put on display in the school.
It is clear that the children had put a lot
of hard work into their efforts with great
creativity and imagination. The Mother’s
Day service, led by Key Stage 1, was a
perfect opportunity for the parents to see
the children’s work.
Different classes have also taken part in
a tennis festival at Chiltern Hills Academy,
a netball tournament at Brushwood School
and a Dance Festival at Dr Challoners High
School.
Looking ahead, there are workshops set
up for the float for the Chesham carnival;
sports day, film nights, a Key Stage 2
production, family barbeque and open
mornings for prospective children. Another
quiet term!
James Morris
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

A

lthough there were a number of
members missing at our March
meeting, visitors made up for their
absence and there was a good audience to
hear Terry Boreham talking about Diabetes.
We learned a lot about the causes and risk
factors and how to live with the condition.
Also in March, Di Amies had been to a
‘Discovery Day’ in Aylesbury and had found
it very interesting.
There was then a busy week following
Easter with Edwin Rye coming to talk about
‘Seasons of colour in the garden’ followed
three evenings later by our institute hosting
the Spring Group Meeting. Both meetings
went very well, were well-attended and
at the Group Meeting everyone enjoyed
joining ‘Bucks Voices’ to sing-along to the
‘Sounds of the Sixties’.
Some of our members also went to the
County Federation Annual Council Meeting
in Aylesbury where they were treated
to excellent speakers including Gyles
Brandreth and Judge Francis Sheridan.
It was also an excellent opportunity to
hear Hilary Haworth from Ashley Green WI
talk about their resolution, which is going
forward to the National AGM in Liverpool.
The resolution is about the amount of
microplastic fibres (plastic soup) going into
the oceans and their impact on aquatic
life. It will have been discussed at our May

meeting together with a second resolution
which calls on all WIs to join with health
and social care providers and the local
community to raise awareness of loneliness
and take action to support people who may
be chronically lonely. In June the outcome
of our discussion and votes will be taken to
the AGM by our delegate.
On Monday 19 June Colin Lomas is
coming to talk to us about William Morris,
the textile designer (among many other
things) and member of the Arts and
Crafts Movement. Visitors are always very
welcome to our meetings.
July will once again be Birthday Month.
For more information about this meeting,
or for anything else concerned with WI
matters, please give Carol Henry a call
on 758435.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

T

here have been a
few incidents lately:
please be alert to
suspicious behaviour
and take note of vehicle
registration numbers,
descriptions, etc. Notify the police by calling
101 (and 999 if immediate attention is
needed).
Chiltern and South Bucks and also
Hertfordshire Police have seen an increase
in stolen motorbikes being reported: all
makes, models and engine sizes. They
advise reviewing and tightening motorbike
security to reduce the chance of being a
crime victim.
Reviewing all household and property
security is also worthwhile.
The Crimestoppers number is 0800 555
111 if you have information on crime but
wish to remain anonymous.
In an emergency dial 999, 101 to report
other incidents.

CHOLESBURY cum
ST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
Writing this on another cold, dry day! I
seem to have been watering pots almost
since they went out. Watch out for an
announcement that we are about to face
drought restrictions!

H

opefully you will have been
watering your strawberries as June
is a good month to mulch them with
straw to protect the crop. They will also
need some netting to keep the birds off.
Any climbing plants should be regularly
tied in if they need it: the wind will damage
them irreparably if they are not secured.
All shrubs should be summer-fed and
spring flowerers pruned if they need it.
I will be digging up my bearded iris –
discarding the old growth and replanting
the firm rhizomes with some root in
hope of more flowers next year. In one
bed they have failed completely but the
growing conditions have proved just what
agapanthus need and I now have a dozen
self-sown plants. Tulips should be dug up,
the large bulbs kept for replanting in the
autumn, the small ones discarded and the
middle size potted up to increase their size.

Thinking ahead again, winter bedding can
be sown now – the pansies to under plant
the tulips, for example.
Dates for your diary…
Wednesday 21 June – 8.30am to 6.30pm
- Coach trip to Meadow Farm Garden and
Nursery, Feckenham and NT Coughton
Court, Alcester. Email Diana Mills dimills24@
gmail.com for further details and prices.
The Hastoe Open Gardens has
unfortunately had to be cancelled so please
note a new date and venue…
Friday 7 July – from 6pm to 7.30pm, John
and Ann Horn’s garden at Laburnum
Cottage, Jenkins Lane, St Leonards.
Friday 28 July – 6pm to 8pm, Cholesbury
Village Hall - a free drop-in workshop to
take the fear out of showing. All your
show questions will be answered with tips
and advice on how to win that coveted
first prize.
Saturday 2 September – Horticultural,
cookery, handicraft and flower show at
Hawridge & Cholesbury School. Schedule
and entry form on www.cholesbury.com
Friday 17 November - AGM followed by
supper and a quiz. £4 per person.

Shirley Blomfield (758314)
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organised in conjunction with the Cricket
Club. Details will be posted on Grapevine,
and all the usual entertainment will be
there for you to enjoy, including a Colts
cricket match and excellent music provided
by BURP! So please come along and enjoy
yourselves at this annual community event.

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY COMMONS
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
In this edition of Hilltop News, Lindsay
Griffin and I are again sharing the ‘stage’.
Below, Lindsay continues her fascinating
description of the early years of HCCPS in
this, our 50th anniversary year. To celebrate
this milestone, we are planning a display of
photographs and other memorabilia from
the last 50 years, so any contributions from
your albums or attics will be very welcome,
whether showing people, places or events.
We promise to be very careful making
digital copies of any precious photos and
to return them to you unharmed!

Work on the Commons
The tree felling work to open the rides has
shown just how quickly the ground can dry
out, particularly during such a dry spring.
We hope that the rides and paths will now
stay passable throughout the summer and
allow both horse riders and walkers to
enjoy being out and about. The increased
light should also encourage more wild
flowers to grow.
Pallett’s Pond
Of course, the dry weather has not
helped us to assess how full the pond
could become following the repair work
completed in the autumn. However, the
water level is already higher than in recent
years, so we are hopeful that the repairs
have been successful. Many of you have
commented on the pond’s improved
appearance, and thanks are due both to
Philip Matthews and James Joliffe, both of
whom have generously donated manpower
and equipment to help us complete the
project.

Information leaflet
By now a copy of our newsletter with a
new Commons Information Leaflet and
map should have dropped through your
letter box. It is designed to show everyone
the wildlife, walks and activities available in
our beautiful local environment. If you do
not yet have a copy, please let me know at
ddennis48@outlook.com
Village Picnic
Our next social event will be the
Village Picnic, this year being held on
the afternoon of Sunday 18 June, and
10

Improved Pallett’s Pond

Welcome help from volunteers

Conservation
Our own volunteers have also done a great
job preparing for summer by clearing
footpaths and wrestling with brambles and
the like, and their work has recently been
supplemented by a visit from the Chiltern
Society and Herts Conservation Volunteers.
Together with HCCPS volunteers, they
attacked the invasive gorse roots that
threaten to overwhelm our gorgeous
patches of heather, and we look forward to
seeing the results of their labours when the
heather blooms later this year.

HCCPS at 50

Photography
Finally, don’t forget to get your camera
out and let us have your best shots of the
Commons and the local area for next year’s
calendar. Lindsay and I will be delighted to
receive your submissions, in high resolution
if possible, by the end of July. We need
shots showing all four seasons and you can
send them digitally to my email address
above or to Lindsay on lindsaygriffin@
yahoo.co.uk

Ernest Brown (smallholder)

Now, over to Lindsay…
Hilltop News
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t the inaugural meeting of the
Society in October 1967, John
Randall (Chairman of John Dickinson
Stationery Ltd), then Lord of the Manors
was elected President of the Society and he
expressed his willingness to work with the
Society in support of its aims. The following
members were elected to the committee:
Peter Knowles-Brown, Chairman

Jane Rolph, Secretary (Retired secretary at BA)
Thomas Haggerty, Treasurer
Jean Bryan (retired secretary)
Michael Harvey (dog breeder)
Frederick Penn (tree-feller)
Joan Walton
A further two committee members were
elected at the first AGM in December of
that year:
Tony Griffin (artist and sculptor)
Edgar Taylor (architect)
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In his address to the meeting, Peter
Knowles- Brown expressed the view that
nobody could expect the Lord of the
Manors to pay to keep the Commons
clear for villagers and visitors to use for
recreation. In his view it was up to local
people to preserve the Commons and
ensure that ‘Whitehall, local Government
and disinterested official bodies did not
gain control’. The need to hold working
parties to clear paths and rides was
discussed.
As well as the problems of the growth
of scrub on the Commons, Peter pointed
out that, as a result of the 1965 Commons
Registration Act, not only did all Commons
need to be registered (as had already
happened in regard to H&C Commons) but
so too did all Rights of Common. There was
therefore some urgency to establish who
had rights and exactly what they were, as
they had to be registered within three years
of the 1965 Act. Donations to defray the
legal costs on Commons Rights would be
much appreciated.
An annual subscription of 10/- (ten
shillings or 50p) was agreed as were a
number of aims and rules. Several of the
original aims have been incorporated into
our present Constitution in principle, if not
word for word. These include – to protect
the Common, keep the footpaths and rides
clear and prevent further growth of scrub;
to arrange and organise a yearly Garden
Party or Dinner to enable members to get
to know one another (now the Village
Picnic); to clear existing rubbish and prevent
further accumulation; and to preserve the
Commons as a natural sanctuary for small
wild animals and birds. The early rules
restricting membership of the Committee
to residents of Hawridge and Cholesbury
have been altered over time, as has the
membership fee. However, at £10 per
member it remains very good value for
money.
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The guest speaker, David Hay, then
gave a short talk on the importance of
preserving our heritage in general, not just
the Commons. He emphasized the need
to stop ugly building development in this
area. Although our present Constitution
includes keeping a watching brief on
proposed planning and its likely impact
on the Commons, the original aim to
oppose ‘further ribbon development and
development for commercial purposes’ is
now largely the work of the Parish Council
and Chiltern District Council.
Perhaps most importantly, the founding
members established a set of principles
which are as important today as they
were then:
• Working with the owner to enhance
the Commons for all, wildlife as well as
humans.
• A
 cknowledging that no individual owner
should be expected to shoulder the
financial responsibility for the Commons,
which can be enjoyed by everyone.
 ncouraging local people to get to know
• E
each other to foster community spirit.
• S tressing the advantages of working
together for the outcomes that we want
– not simply relying on local or central
government.
• A
 cknowledging that, in order to protect
the valuable asset we have now and
for the future, we need to contribute
financially, practically or by helping in
whatever other ways we can.
In the next edition I shall be writing about
the registration of Rights of Common, how
they were established, who has them and
who missed out. My thanks to Joan Walton
for clarifying some of the above details.

HOSPICE NEWS
The Hospice
of St Francis in
Berkhamsted has
a host of outdoor
activities coming
up to help raise the
£5 million needed
every year to provide free, expert care for
people living with life-limiting illnesses
across Herts and Bucks and provide support
for those close to them.
Garden Party
At Ashridge House – Sunday 11 June 1-5pm.
Pimms, cream teas, fun children’s activities,
a shopping village, hot and cold lunches
and entertainment. Advance tickets are on
sale from the Hospice main reception or
its charity chops for just £5, or they can be
purchased on the day at the gate for £7 for
adults. Children under 16 go free.
Other dates:
 ubble Rush Bucks – Sunday 9 July at
• B
Lowndes Park, Chesham.
• T
 he Challenge Trophy: Stocks Golf Club
– Friday 14 July – 18 hole Stableford
competition followed by barbeque, prize
giving and raffle.
• D
 acorum Steam and Country Fayre –
Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 July at Green
Croft Farm, Potten End.
Further details at: stfrancis.org.uk or call
01442 8695550.

Lindsay Griffin
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
CRICKET CLUB
New practice nets
After much
deliberation,
the decision to
replace the existing
practice net was
taken. At an outlay
of £20,000, this is
a big venture for
our little village
cricket club. With
some funds in the
bank and the prospect of securing loans
and grants, work started on 8 May. Soon
after the commencement of the project,
it became clear that additional costs
were going to be incurred, as the existing
concrete base was not going to yield its
ground easily, having been solidly built in
four sections over a period of about forty
years.
The original schedule of work suggested
that the project would be completed
in a week, but at the time of going to
press, several more days of work are still
required. All being well, a pristine new
two-lane practice net should now be in
full working order and being enjoyed by
all club members. This development was
undertaken primarily to promote our youth
cricket, which is thriving, so let’s hope it
proves to be a sound investment.
Colts
There has been an enthusiastic start to
the new season, with lots of new faces, as
juniors feed into the system and older colts
move on, hopefully starting to play senior
cricket. Although there has been very dry
weather, Mother Nature chose our second
practice night to rain for the first time in
a month, disrupting plans for the evening.
14

League cricket nearly did not start for
us on the first Saturday in May, as Cricket
Captain Neil Jones only had six players to
choose from 48 hours before the game. But
an appeal to club members from Chairman
Brian Ralphs, a couple of guest players and
some old crocks, allowed us to field a muchweakened team. But we played!
This is hardly a good omen for the
season. The second Saturday was not much
better, so we are faced with the reality
of having to withdraw from the league,
unless availability improves. It is a difficult
time of year, with schools and universities,
exams and some players with footballing
commitments, so we hope to hang in and
see things through.
So this is a serious appeal for would-be
cricketers to come along and enjoy the
beautiful new nets and start playing
cricket. The same goes for past members
who have got lazy and prefer watching
to participating. We need you. Senior
practices are on Wednesday evenings
from 6.30pm.

Upcoming
A reminder that the Village Picnic takes
place at the cricket club on 18 June. Good
barbeque food and drink will be available
from 12 noon, so bring your chairs, blankets
and baskets for an afternoon of fun. By
popular demand, we have scheduled an
Under 9 cricket match against local rivals
Ballinger after lunch.
Another date to bear in mind is our
President’s Day Match, which this year
takes place on 16 July. This year it will be a
Memorial Match between an Alan Brown
Invitation XI, being captained by Alan’s son
Matt, and an H&C CC team, captained by
Mike Hamblin, son of Kevin Hamblin, who
was our Grounds Manager for some years
and also fondly remembered.
All news, photos and more can be
found on the club website, which is
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com
The club also has a Facebook Page and
Twitter Account.
Brian Ralphs

James Cath in full flow

Nonetheless, our new Social Secretary Bren
Mason has set up his barbeque stall each
Thursday evening, with help from colt’s
dads, serving delicious hot fare to hungry
colts (and parents). Volunteers to help
always accepted!
Seniors
A bit like the curate’s egg, good in parts!
Sunday cricket has started off well. We
only had to wait two weeks for a win,
unlike last year, when the first victory was
not registered for nearly two months.
Already a pattern is emerging, with James
Cath on fire with the bat, having scored
over 50 in each innings he has played so far.
Digger Reading and his sons Charlie and
Luke are making significant contributions
and Andy Holdsworth is back, batting,
bowling and ‘keeping.
Hilltop News
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THE TURPIN CHARITY

I

n the October/November 2016
issue of Hilltop News I set out the
ways in which the charity’s income
from its investments could be used
and the areas of benefit. In order to
give greater clarity and scope these
are being revised for approval by the
Charities Commission as follows…
To provide, for the public benefit, relief
for those in need by reason of:
(1) youth
(2) age
(3) ill-health
(4) disability
(5) financial hardship or other
disadvantage

BELLINGDON AND
ASHERIDGE VILLAGE
FETE
Saturday 24 June, 12.30-5pm at
Bellingdon Village Hall and grounds.
Fun Dog Show, Band, Pimms Tent, Beer
Festival, BBQ, Kids Corner, Kids Fancy
Dress, Petting Zoo, Tug-of-War, Raffle,
Tombola, Cakes and Teas, Plant Sale,
Art Show and all the other usual Fete
fun. Everyone welcome..
Registration for Dog Show begins at
12.30pm: Dog Show at 1pm (Sponsor
charity is Medical Detection Dogs).
If you would like a stall at the Fete,
please contact fete@bellingdon.com.

by means of awarding grants to such
persons or charities seeking to help
them particularly, but not exclusively,
in the Parish of Aston Clinton and
the Civil Parish of Cholesbury-cum-St
Leonards.
The Trustees are now in a position
to consider applications for grants.
Requests for an application form
should be made to the Clerk, Claire Hill
on turpincharity@outlook.com.
Please contact me if you wish to discuss
the basis of an application before its
submission.
John Allen, Trustee. Phone 758095
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Summer pub news
Whilst we await developments on the
planning front for two of our six pubs, two
others are now trading very successfully
and a further one will be coming back on
line later this year. That leaves one that
is not meeting its potential. Since all six
are now safely out of the hands of pub
companies, they have a new lease of
life should their owners choose to take
advantage of their free house status. My
mantra has always been that the more

The summer menu will be available
from early June. At the bar, guest ales have
now become a popular attraction. A new
feature will be offering prosecco on tap.
This is expected to have a special appeal to
the Friday evening regulars.

holidays on horseback in Spain. Those who
know her in the Hilltop area are confident
that she will make a great success out of
the White Lion.
After the initial refurbishment is
completed, her plan is to reopen with a
welcoming ambiance and home-cooked,
good quality pub food that is largely from
local sources. She recognizes that the
garden is one of the pub’s great assets and
she wants to exploit it to its full potential.
You can read more about this by following
the link at the top of the home page of
www.savethewhitelion.co.uk.

well-managed free houses we have
operating in this beautiful area, the more
trade will be generated, with locals and
visitors alike finding enjoyment in their
gardens and the companionship inside.

A

t long last, there is salvation in sight
for the White Lion. The preferred
alternative to restoring this pub to
its former glory as a community-owned
asset has always been for it to be acquired
by an enthusiastic local couple armed with
good ideas and planning to run it as a
village pub, investing appropriate time
and capital.
Now, Mandy Grimwood and the current
owners have exchanged contracts for her to
complete the purchase in late June. Mandy,
together with her partner Kevin Franklin,
plan to then refurbish the building with a
view to beginning trading later this year.
Although Mandy does not have
direct experience as a publican, she is an
experienced business person who has dealt
directly with the public through her earlier
livery business and in hospitality through
her recent enterprise, which was trekking
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Although the new barbeque facility in
the garden of the Old Swan was underused
last year due to staff being overstretched,
it has already been put to good use this
spring. The expectation is that Vladimir
will prepare either standard barbeque food
or up-market dishes for those who have
booked this service in advance. There is
also scope to book for specialist food you
supply, prepared by the Old Swan’s chefs,
provided you buy your drinks from the bar:
but be aware that this must be agreed by
prior arrangement with the management.

Hilltop News

When good weather arrived at the
beginning of May, the Black Horse Inn was
fully prepared to cope with the crowds
looking for food and drinks in their sunny
garden. In the garden, Buddy’s bar is now
fully functional as an annex to the kitchen
and with a permanent licence to serve
drinks outside.
Since the extension of Sunday food
service until 8pm has proven to be very
popular, it will be continued. Vegan dinners
on the second Wednesday of each month
have been sell-out successes. The next
‘Round the World on a Black Horse’ will
be a South African themed barbeque on
Saturday 15 July.

Hilltop News

Special events play a big part in the life
of the Black Horse community. There will
be a DJ for ‘Flashback Fridays’ on 2 June
and 7 July. The first anniversary of the
official reopening will be celebrated on
10th and 11th June with a ‘Beer, Bubbles
and Bands Festival’. That can be translated
as ten local real ales, ciders and prosecco
accompanied by a live band from 2.30 to
10pm on Saturday and a DJ from 3 to 7pm
on Sunday. You can keep up to date with
events at www.theblackhorsechesham.
co.uk.
Sadly, the Full Moon remains in a
transition phase from having been leased
to a failing pub company to becoming a
successful free house. It is crying out for
stable, capable management.
Bill Ingram
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Good Neighbours Group
Pub Lunch Club
The Pub Lunch Club is open to anyone
living in, or connected with the Hilltop
Villages of Buckland Common, Cholesbury,
Hawridge and St Leonards. Currently the
Pub Lunch Club meets at 12.30pm on the
second Wednesday of each month at
The Black Horse.
Currently around twenty people meet
each month to enjoy excellent food and a
chance to chat in the convivial surroundings
of the newly refurbished Black Horse. We
are always made welcome by the excellent
staff. So it’s just the place to get to know
some new faces, whether you are new to
the villages or if you are just around during
the middle of the day, maybe working from
home and just fancy a break and a chat
over a meal. It also provides an opportunity
for those who might otherwise not find
it easy to get to local social events, so if a
lift is needed there and back this can be
arranged.
On offer is a two-course meal, plus tea or
coffee for just £12.
The next dates for your diary are:
Wednesdays 14 June and 12 July. Booking
is made in advance by email or telephone.
Contact details below.

you can join in at any time and pay on a
pro rata basis. Contact Elayne Hughes on
07880 975 100 or by email via
elayne.hughes@gll.org
Further Information
If you would like to know more about
or become a volunteer with the Good
Neighbours Group go to www.cholesbury.
com and follow the link to Good
Neighbours Group or contact Chris Brown
email: goodneighbours@cholesbury.com or
phone 758890.

Gentle exercise
The ‘Gentle Exercise for Older Adults’
classes continue to run on Tuesday
mornings from 10 to 11 at Cholesbury
Village Hall. They are run for both ladies
and gentlemen. Sessions are friendly and
good fun and the exercises can be done
sitting down if necessary. The courses are
run by a qualified instructor provided
by GLL, who run the leisure and exercise
facilities for Chiltern District Council. The
cost is £28.50 for a set of six sessions but
20
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The gift of the Spirit
by the Reverend
David Burgess

The first Sunday covered by this edition of
Hilltop News is Pentecost Sunday, when
the Church celebrates its being given the
gift of the Holy Spirit; so let’s go right back
to basics and think about who the Spirit is
and what he does.

H

e is a part of God, the Trinity,
that part of God that’s capable
of dwelling in us; a person in the
same way that the Father and the Son are.
The way he works, though, has changed
over time. When we glance through Old
Testament Biblical history up until the
Pentecost, even in the book of Acts, we see
the Spirit as a gift given to specific people
for specific tasks – to Moses, Elijah, Samson,
David, and others. In those times the gift
of the Spirit could be taken away as well as
given at this time – it wasn’t a permanent
endowment and it wasn’t for all of God’s
people. King Saul had the gift taken away
from him.
Later, all that changed. The story is in
the second chapter of the book of Acts.
The explosive arrival of the Holy Spirit in
the mid-30s AD, for all God’s people, as a
permanent gift, was so profound that it
inspired a pattern of Christian living that
would be established for evermore. We
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know that the Church spread like wildfire
through the Roman Empire in a very short
time – people who know and study these
things reckon that there might have been
as many as 100,000 Christians within the
first ten years of the Church’s life.
One of the shorter Baptism creeds
describes the Holy Spirit as someone who
gives life to the people of God. He was like
a breath of fresh air in the world when He
gave the first disciples the power to start
the Christian church and he’s carried on
doing that ever since.
And his work didn’t quieten down there
and then. It’s only really our part of the
world - what we call western civilization
– where spiritual matters, expressions
of faith, are quiet and steady. If you go
to areas which represent the so-called
“uncivilized” parts of our globe, you’ll see
that, like on the day of Pentecost, people
are drawn in great numbers to Christianity
because they want to know about God and
about his love for us. They are hungry to
know more and sometimes they’re none
too keen on what they see in the more
traditional Christian countries.
If you are a Christian, you’ll have known
the breath of fresh air that the Holy Spirit
gives to your own life, even though you
may not always think so, even if you spend
times in your life trying to pretend that it
hasn’t happened. I know; I’ve been guilty
of both those things in the past, but have
grown out of and through them – through
the working of the Spirit.
The Holy Spirit is with us here and now
in church, in our lives, and in the world.
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CONTACT	
  DETAILS	
  AND	
  CHURCH	
  SERVICES	
  IN	
  THE	
  FOUR	
  PARISHES:	
  June	
  and	
  July	
  2017	
  
DATE	
  

DAY	
  

4	
  June	
  

Pentecost	
  

8.00	
  am	
  
10.00	
  am	
  

Holy	
  Communion	
  
All	
  Age	
  Worship	
  
	
  

11.00	
  am	
  

Parish	
  Communion	
  
w.	
  Sunday	
  School	
  

9.30	
  am	
  

Holy	
  Communion	
  

9.30	
  am	
  

‘Short	
  and	
  Sharp’	
  
Family	
  Service	
  

11	
  June	
  

Trinity	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

Parish	
  Communion	
  

6.00	
  pm	
  

Parish	
  Communion	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

Family	
  Pets’	
  Service	
  

9.30	
  am	
  

Holy	
  Communion	
  

18	
  June	
  

Trinity	
  1	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

Matins	
  
(Lay	
  Led)	
  

25	
  June	
  

Trinity	
  2	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

Parish	
  Communion	
  
(Patronal)	
  

9.00	
  am	
  

Breakfast	
  Service	
  
(Lay	
  Led)	
  

-‐	
  

Sharing	
  Breakfast	
  Service	
  

11.00	
  am	
  

Parish	
  Communion	
  

2	
  July	
  

Trinity	
  3	
  

8.00	
  am	
  
10.00	
  am	
  

Holy	
  Communion	
  
All	
  Age	
  Worship	
  

11.00	
  am	
  

Parish	
  Communion	
  
w.	
  Sunday	
  School	
  
and	
  Barbecue	
  

9.30	
  am	
  

Holy	
  Communion	
  

9.30	
  am	
  

Family	
  Service	
  
(Patronal)	
  

9	
  July	
  

Trinity	
  4	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

Parish	
  Communion	
  

6.00	
  pm	
  

Parish	
  communion	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

Matins	
  

9.30	
  am	
  

Holy	
  Communion	
  

16	
  July	
  

Trinity	
  5	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

Matins	
  
(Lay	
  Led)	
  

23	
  July	
  

Trinity	
  6	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

Parish	
  Communion	
  

30	
  July	
  

Trinity	
  7	
  

10.00	
  am	
  

Vicar	
  and	
  Rector	
  
Rev.	
  David	
  Burgess	
  
The	
  Vicarage	
  
The	
  Lee	
  
Great	
  Missenden	
  
HP16	
  9LZ	
  
01494	
  837315	
  
d.burgess@clara.net	
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St	
  John	
  the	
  Baptist	
  
THE	
  LEE	
  

Licensed	
  Lay	
  Minister	
  
Tony	
  Eccleston	
  
0777	
  7640386	
  
tony.eccleston@btinternet.com	
  
	
  
Parish	
  Secretary	
  
Peggy	
  Sear	
  
07804	
  697948	
  
peggysear@icloud.com	
  

St	
  Leonard’s	
  
ST	
  LEONARDS	
  

St	
  Laurence	
  
CHOLESBURY	
  

St	
  Mary’s	
  
HAWRIDGE	
  

10.00	
  am	
  Shared	
  Three-‐Parish	
  Communion	
  at	
  Hawridge	
  

10.00	
  am	
  Shared	
  Three-‐Parish	
  Communion	
  at	
  Cholesbury	
  

9.00	
  am	
  

Breakfast	
  Service	
  
(Lay	
  Led)	
  

-‐	
  

Sharing	
  Breakfast	
  Service	
  

11.00	
  am	
  

Parish	
  Communion	
  

Joint	
  Four	
  Parish	
  Communion	
  at	
  The	
  Lee	
  
Speaker:	
  Malcolm	
  Lindo	
  (representing	
  the	
  Dacorum	
  Emergency	
  Night	
  Shelter)	
  
Churchwardens	
  
The	
  Lee	
  
Trevor	
  Pearce	
  
01494	
  837601	
  
trevorm.pearce@hotmail.co.uk	
  
	
  
Rod	
  Neal	
  
01494	
  837264	
  
rodandjane.neal@googlemail.com	
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Churchwardens	
  (contd.)	
  
Hawridge	
  
Elizabeth	
  Tomlin	
  
01494	
  758214	
  
	
  
Cholesbury	
  
John	
  Farmer	
  
01494	
  758715	
  
jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com	
  

Churchwardens	
  	
  (contd.)	
  
St	
  Leonards	
  
Mark	
  Lane	
  
01494	
  837166	
  
markrtlane@hotmail.com	
  
	
  
James	
  Nisbet	
  
01296	
  624337	
  
jamesnisbet@btinternet.com	
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and learn about our parishes on the Eastern
border of the Diocese. There are more
than 250 churches in Bucks and we were
delighted to meet Guy knowing he has
a lot more exploring to do. The church
looked lovely for his visit as the Stained
Glassprotector grilles were fully restored
thanks to craftsmen David Wasley and
Stephen Cheeld. The mowing rota had
begun on time and Dorritt Cartmell’s team

Church matters

provided splendid flower displays - so soon
after Easter. Thank you to big-hearted
teams of volunteers in a little church.
Pentecost (formerly Whit Sunday) is on 4
June and we will celebrate the ‘birthday’ of
the church with a Holy Communion service
at 9.30. A week later on Sunday 11 June we
will hold our annual Pets Service. All animals
are welcome and we do look forward to
seeing you and meeting your pets.

Mother’s Day at Cholesbury

CHOLESBURY

W

e enjoyed
Mother’s
Day back in
March when David
Blackmore from
Weston Turville led
our service. David
provided Craft Work for the children who
got to work on tables set up in the chancel.
They were asked to think about what
Mums mean, wrote their answers in David’s
paper folders and shared their ideas with
the rest of us. Thank you, David, for so
much preparation. All the ladies and carers
received a posy of spring flowers.
At the funeral of Alison Lorimer more
than two hundred mourners joined Matt
and their children Herbie and Daisy. The
bell was rung forty nine times for Alison’s
years following her early death from cancer.
Friends had travelled from as far as the
Lake District and many had to wait outside
our tiny church in the cold to pay their
28

respects. Alison excelled as an organiser
and chose bright hymns for her funeral and
her Bible reading from Corinthians 13 was
a celebration of Love. An obituary appears
elsewhere in this Edition of Hilltop News.
David’s hospital visit was sadly
postponed which disrupted his plans for
Holy Week but with the help of various
kind people the events were able to go
ahead. The Walk had fewer participants
this year but the old wooden cross repeated
its journey and at Cholesbury church, Tony
Eccleston led a Good Friday Liturgy.
We were delighted to welcome Guy
Ellesmore, the new Archdeacon of
Buckinghamshire, to Cholesbury Church
on Sunday 30 April to lead our Parish
Communion. This was a shared service and
all four parishes were well represented.
This period after Easter is the time when
we recall the appearances of the risen Jesus
and Guy chose to talk about the occasion
when Jesus joined disciples on the road
to Emmaus. Over coffee, Guy was able to
meet members of the four congregations
Hilltop News

Cream teas in sunny May!

HAWRIDGE

E

aster saw the
Church looking
glorious, filled
with flowers for our
Easter Praise late
afternoon service which was much enjoyed
by those who came along. It is always nice
to see familiar faces but we would also love
to welcome you to Hawridge Church if you
are new to the village.
Hilltop News

With cold days both leading up to and
immediately following our Cream Teas
we were extremely lucky to enjoy almost
perfect weather conditions for sitting
outside in the sun enjoying tea, scones and
cake whilst catching up with friends and
neighbours. We didn’t quite eclipse our
2014 total but we weren’t far off with final
takings of £1,130 - a tremendous result.
This is a fairly labour-intensive operation
and there are many people to thank who
helped on the day - with several new faces
joining our stalwart band of supporters and
helpers - and it is very much appreciated.
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Thank you to everyone who donated cakes
and/or produce - these events only work
with your support - and to those who
helped set up in the morning and tirelessly
packed up at the end of the day. Biggest
thanks to those who turned up and ate and
drank and spent!
We now look forward to future events:
some traditional and some new. We will be
having our gift stall at the St Leonards Fete
again this year as it proved very popular
last year. So do seek us out on 3 June.
The Summer Concert will be held on
Friday 30 June at Hawridge and Cholesbury
School when we welcome Professor Iain
Ledingham and singers from the Royal
Academy of Music once again to entertain
us at the very highest level. Tickets are £15
each and include a buffet supper and wine.
Please contact either Elizabeth (758214)
or Joan and Margaret (758332) or email
hawridgechurch@gmail.com.
The fete, of course, will be on the
August Bank Holiday Monday which we
host jointly with Cholesbury Church. We
are always looking for new ideas and fresh
faces - so please don’t be shy in coming
forward to help!
There is talk of a ‘Pimms & Perambulate’
aka ‘Hike and Hic’ or ‘Walk and Weave’ but you will guess this is still very much in
the ‘thinking’ stage! Anyone who is not on
Grapevine but would like to be kept upto-date with our events and services please
either email hawridgechurch@gmail.com or
telephone 757059 and we will make sure
you are kept informed.
Look out for our ‘Pop Up Produce’
gazebo around the village on the odd
Saturday morning – drop in for honey,
cakes, bread, veg, plants, eggs, cards etc.
And finally, the Mitchell family is very
much in our thoughts. We wish Duncan
and Susie all the very best in their married
life together and of course our continued
thoughts and prayers are with Wesley,
Rosemary and all the Mitchell Family who
have been so long part of Hawridge life.
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ST LEONARDS

I

t is with sadness we report the
death of Ernest Jones. Ernest
and Ann lived in St
Leonards for many
years and played
an important
part in the life
of the village and the church. And on 20
April, family and friends came to remember
Charlie Painter.
We shall celebrate both Ernie’s and
Charlie’s lives in the next edition of Hilltop
News.
Easter – despite David’s unfortunate
change of hospital plans, he managed to
find enough people to cover the Easter
Services. Ivor kindly took the service on
Maundy Thursday and Tony Eccleston led
the Devotional Hour very thoughtfully
at Cholesbury following the Walk of
Witness from St Leonards. Before we set
off we spent a short while sharing with
the children their Easter Garden. Barbara
Baddon, with the help of Jo Strevens, led
the children through the making of the
garden followed by a short walk with the
adults to the first station of the cross and
an equally short talk about the meaning
of Easter in church. This was followed by
the traditional Easter Egg Hunt which, as
ever, was well received and may well have
spoiled lunch!
Our Easter Family Celebration was led
by Michael Joseph who also gave the talk
and spoke strongly and very interestingly
about what we could draw from the events
of that important day. Jo Strevens sang
most wonderfully and as we left church the
simple and direct service left us with much
to think about.
The Breakfast Service on Sunday 23
April was attended by Archdeacon Guy
Elsmore who is particularly interested in
Lay Ministry. James Pemberton led the
service; Michael spoke and after our short
half hour in church, Archdeacon Guy turned
Hilltop News

New curtain for the altar

round and said simply, ‘Wonderful’. There
were over forty people for breakfast and in
church and many of them arrived on foot,
on scooters, on big bikes and little bikes
all drawn by the smell of coffee and bacon
butties! We hope to see you all again.
We have welcomed two newcomers
to the Tea Party held on the fourth
Wednesday of each month. Both ladies
were made most welcome and we look
forward to seeing them again. We are, as
ever, most grateful to the loyal band of
helpers who don’t only bake cakes and
scones but wash up as well! Our June Tea
Party is on Wednesday 28th and our July
Tea Party is on Wednesday 26th. Do come
and join us and if you would like transport,
please contact Anne Lake (01296 620169) or
Anne Butterworth (758700).
After much deliberation we have a new
curtain behind the altar! As well as making
the curtain, Sue Hetherington spent many
hours replicating the rather unusual string
heading and we all think it’s beautiful! Very
well done Sue and thank you from us all.
At a simple service on 25 April, led by
David, Dora Lamasz’ ashes were placed
in her husband Stanislaw Lamasz’ grave.
Dora’s immediate family was there and it
seemed a fitting end to a long life given to
the village and church of St Leonards.
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At the APCM on 25 April Mark Lane and
James Nisbet kindly offered to stand again
as Churchwardens. They received the Bishop
or Archdeacon’s Charge at Great Missenden
on 24 May. We are most fortunate now to
have Lynne Priest on the PCC and we would
love to have anyone else who would like
to join what is a really good Committee serious matters are dealt with and there’s a
lot of laughter in between!
Ann Horn writes that at the St Leonard’s
Annual PCC Meeting, thanks were expressed
to Anne Butterworth as she stood down
from the PCC after over thirty years’ service!
St Leonards Church would not be in its
present up-to-date state without her years
of tireless work – help, what are we going
to do?! Her retirement was marked by
presenting her with a beautiful bouquet
and garden vouchers. Diana Osborne also
retired from the PCC and she was thanked
for her work and conscientious care of
the Church Room, keeping it always in a
clean, repaired and perfect state. Diana was
given flowers and a framed photo of the
Church signed by the PCC members, past
and present as a memento of her service.
The work Anne and Di have put in over the
years will be much missed – they will be very
hard to replace!
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Flatten the Chilterns
on an Electric Bike

A

LITTLE BEARS
Blue lights were flashing and sirens ringing
at Little Bears Pre-School in St Leonards
recently when the local Police Community
Support Officers (PCSOs) came to visit in
their specially equipped van. The excited
pre-schoolers were fascinated to learn
about the roles of the very friendly PCSOs,
Mike and Jacqueline.

F

ocussing on the ways they can help,
Mike and Jacqueline spoke to both
the children and their parents about
keeping safe, particularly when out
and about. Getting down to their level,
Mike and Jacqueline asked many simple
questions, to which the children replied
with some excellent answers, despite their
young ages. They spoke very calmly to the
children about what they should do if they
got lost in a shop for example: which is, not
to go out of the shop but to find a security
guard or uniformed member of staff and
tell them that they’re lost. They learnt that
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they should also not approach members of
the public.
Mike and Jacqueline also encouraged
the children to learn their surname as well
as their first name and, if possible, to learn
some of their home address. After the
informative part, the children got to try on
some of the police uniform, which proved
to be very exciting for all.
Perhaps the highlight of the visit was
getting to look at and sit in the police
van. After the lights and sirens were
demonstrated, the children were able to go
outside to the van and many chose to sit in
the back, with even one parent choosing to
be shut in the cage in the back of the van
for a few minutes!
Finally, the children were treated to
a greeting from the local police station,
broadcast over Jacqueline’s special radio,
attached to her uniform.
Other exciting news from Little Bears
includes dressing up as a book character in
celebration of World Book Day and fund
raising for Children in Need: not forgetting
a visit from a parent’s baby lamb and a
chocolate-filled Easter egg hunt.
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n electric bike gives assistance to
cyclists by boosting their pedalling
power when going up hills. This
allows lapsed or infrequent cyclists to rediscover the charm of cycling.
This summer, you have the opportunity
of trying an eBike by joining a guided tour
or hiring a bike for the day and exploring
the Chilterns. With beautiful countryside,
great food and many attractions, it’s a great
way to experience the great outdoors and
meet new people.
Electric Bike Tours operate tours from
Henley, Wycombe and Berkhamsted. Every
tour follows quiet country lanes or off-road
paths, making them safe.
A new hire service has been introduced
in 2017 which allows families or groups
to enjoy cycle rides from other Chilterns
locations, such as the Phoenix Trail. All
eBikes are supplied with helmets and locks.
For more information about the
Chilterns-based cycle experiences, call 0800
1337674 or visit electricbiketours.co.uk

eBike tour from Berkhamsted

Triumphant Flo with Pippa and Andrew

Flo’s Marathon!

F

lo, aged 27, one of Pippa and Andrew
Soundy’s two daughters, is a teacher
of children with special needs and
she was doing her first ever Marathon.
She decided to run for Rennie Grove after
asking her mother which charity had helped
Pippa and her family most during Pippa’s
illness. She was also helped and encouraged
by her husband, Luke, who is a sports
science graduate and able to give good
advice on training and avoiding injury.
Flo’s target was to complete the
Marathon in four hours and she paced
herself carefully coming home in three
hours and fifty six minutes! She was
immensely encouraged by the response
from the Hilltop Churches and would like
to thank them very much indeed. Their
wonderful donations took her up to her
fund-raising target of £2,000 and clearly
inspired others to give, as her final total
was £3,101.50!
Well done, Flo – what a brilliant result!
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HILLTOP NEWS nature notes

Celebrating the making of
the English landscape
I was recently watching a documentary on the life of one of our most cherished English
painters. John Constable was born in East Bergholt, Suffolk in 1776; the same year as the
American Revolution. Constable and his contemporary JMW Turner are known as the ‘fathers of
English landscape painting’. Whereas Turner sought to capture a dramatic impression of events,
Constable’s paintings typically provided an accurate depiction of rural scenes, mainly in Suffolk
but also Hampstead, then a village outside London, and Salisbury.

W

e might today consider his
compositions of rural scenes
and life as ‘idyllic’ and his works
are often described by art historians
‘quintessentially English’. In the first period
of Constable’s career, whilst living in Suffolk,
his focus was to paint pastoral landscapes,
often incorporating stretches of water
where agricultural labourers were at work.
Until recently not much had been written
about his works capturing the first signs of
the industrialisation of the countryside.
In Suffolk by the late 1700s as many
places elsewhere, including the Chilterns,
entrepreneurs and industrialists were
connecting cities by canals that traversed
the countryside. In the case of one of
Constable’s most famous compositions
Dedham Lock and Mill, the eponymous lock
had been constructed less than 100 years
earlier and effectively canalised the River
Stour. It was one of the first such projects
in England. The mill, which lies beyond the
lock, is a sophisticated example of 18th
century engineering. So whilst this tranquil
scene might look ageless it had in fact
changed significantly in the previous 100
years. Most remarkable though is that a
further 200 years on it has changed far less.
In part this is down to the National Trust
preserving the lock and mill and conserving
the river and landscape.
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In many respects the same story holds
good for this part of the Chilterns. Take
Cholesbury Camp for example. Here the
ancient hillfort once (2,500 years ago)
looked out northwards onto a largely open
landscape all the way to the point where
the Chilterns drop down to Aylesbury Vale
and to the south of the Camp it was open
in places almost as far as the eye could see!
Of course this was no natural landscape
but one progressively cleared of trees and
scrub, over several hundred years, due
to rapidly developing subsistence-based
agriculture. Farmsteads were generally
small. An exception to this agrarian
economy would be the iron smelting,
making the Camp the centre of a trading
network. Farms were originally demarcated
by just banks and ditches. Some of these
boundaries were the origin of the later
hedgerows and hollow ways which remain
today. Farms had both livestock and arable
crops ploughed with the power of oxen
and horses.
Dogs were domesticated for
shepherding, hunting and protection.
Domesticated cats arrived during this
period, possibly used for vermin control.
Chickens and wildfowl were valuable for
eggs rather than eating. The dry valleys
were heavily-wooded where domesticated
pigs were let out in the autumn. As for
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wild animals, along with the mammals we
are familiar with today (but no rabbits yet)
packs of wolves roamed the plains. Bears
and lynx vied with grey wolves for alpha
mammal status and wild boar dangerously
inhabited the woodlands.
Skip forward to the Romans and
Cholesbury Camp had been abandoned in
favour of the Vale of Aylesbury or the Tring
Gap. Farmland became overgrown by scrub
and later returned to mixed woodland.
Man’s influence on the landscape had been
largely hidden or even reversed, leaving a
dangerous wilderness to be entered at your
peril.
By the time William the Conqueror
visited Berkhamsted farming had returned
to these hills but was controlled by the
wealthy farm estates in Aylesbury Vale.
The most dangerous wild mammals had
been largely driven out by hunting, though
being away from the homestead at night
would still not be a pleasant experience.
Rabbits had only arrived in the 12th century
(not by the Romans as often claimed) and
their warrens were highly valued by manor
estate owners.
By the 17th century permanent village
communities, though isolated for want of
roads and transport, had become selfsufficient in farming. The most cherished
features of our present-day hilltop village
landscape: the oldest houses, woodlands,
commons, hedged fields, bridleways,
footpaths and lanes owe much to this
period. It would just need the cars, metalled
roads and the electricity wires to disappear
and have some livestock added to revert
back to a pastoral landscape.
As Constable had done in his day, adding
a cow or two adds much to enhancing the
atmosphere of a rural idyll. During this
period the beech woodlands we enjoy were
first planted and managed. Timber was
increasingly the most valuable commodity.
Trading with tool and furniture makers
in the towns was developing and noises
and smells were provided by bodgers
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and charcoal burners living seasonally in
the woods. With the large carnivorous
mammals long gone, smaller mammals such
as badgers, foxes, rabbits and hares could
exploit new habitats and improved food
supplies associated with the activities of
settlers brought animals and humans into
closer contact and sometimes conflict.
Prior to the establishment of Cholesbury
village a small hamlet might have existed
inside the hillfort. Later on these first
houses were demolished or abandoned
and the hillfort was given over to livestock
and vegetables. The magnificent stand of
beech trees which demarcate the ramparts
today and add much to the present-day
landscape were not there until the first
part of the 19th century when the Butcher
family, bankers in Tring who owned the
land, planted the present double avenue of
beech trees.
Around the turn of the 20th century
three more mammals make an appearance
in these parts and have had a largely
negative impact on the woodland ecology.
The grey squirrel was introduced from the
United States by the Victorians and had a
devastating effect on the populations of
their red-furred cousins. Glis glis (edible
dormice) spread across the Chilterns from
1905 when they were released from Walter
Rothschild’s estate at Tring. Meanwhile
muntjac deer came when they escaped
from Woburn Abbey in 1925.
Towards the end of his life John
Constable wrote to his friend and
biographer Charles Leslie: “My limited and
abstracted art is to be found under every
hedge, and in every lane, and therefore
nobody thinks it worth picking up”. A
sentiment I think is just as applicable for us
in the Chiltern hilltop villages of the 21st
century as it was for Constable in Suffolk of
the 18th century. We should applaud John
Constable for being the first to celebrate
the making of the English landscape.
That’s all this time. Questions and comments
welcome as always chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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Alison Louise Lorimer
January 1968 to March 2017
Alison Lorimer was buried in Cholesbury
churchyard on 17 March age forty nine.
She leaves Matt and their children Herbie
15 and Daisy 12. Her funeral was attended
by more than two hundred friends, each
reflecting a different part of her busy life.

A

lison was born in Kent but,
soon after, the family moved
to Letchworth where Alison
developed her special ability to organise
and where she enthusiastically supported
social activities, even including the Rugby
Club. Her career followed naturally
and she joined IBC for an ideal position
as a conference organiser, first in
pharmaceuticals and then for telecoms.
In his eulogy Matt described Alison’s life
with IBC as “ fast-paced, exciting and gave
her the opportunity to visit most of the
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European capital cities, the USA and India.
She worked with a truly great group of
people and often regaled us with stories of
their lavish dinners, posh hotels…”
Alison was a talented seamstress, making
her own clothes and soft furnishings.
This hobby extended to making mohair
Teddy Bears. The clothes were sometimes
for exotic Fancy Dress costumes as Alison
was a bright and enthusiastic party goer.
Herbie and Daisy also wore her amazing
creations. Alison was an accomplished
cook combining imagination, patience and
organisation.
Matt and Alison decided to move away
from London and find a home for a family.
They viewed more than fifty houses until
an estate agent mentioned a small village
called Cholesbury. They were delighted
and in 1999 moved to Shire Lane and to an
environment without street lights. Alison
worked for another two years until Herbie
arrived in 2002 and Daisy two years later.
School was the next challenge. Wigginton
was chosen and Alison became chair of the
Wigginton School Association. She was,
of course, the right person to organise
fund raising events with great success. The
children are now at grammar schools
in Aylesbury.
Cholesbury was the ideal destination
for an animal lover and Alison graduated
from Russian hamsters in London to
Labradoodles in Shire Lane. She also joined
the very welcoming local riding community
and was an active member of the Vale of
Aylesbury Pony Club. She kept two ponies
and devoted her time to their wellbeing,
even mucking out within a fortnight of her
death despite chemotherapy. Alison battled
against cancer and died at the Hospice of St
Francis in Berkhamsted. Daisy, who learnt to
ride age six, rode a pony to the funeral as
requested by Alison.
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Ostrich on the loose!
It all started on a nice, sunny afternoon in
the early 80’s. I was sitting in my kitchen
just about to eat my lunch. There was a
pair of jackdaws poking about in the long
grass when they suddenly took flight and
noisily clattered away. Then an ostrich
strutted past the window! Yes, that’s what
I said, an Ostrich!!

A

fter rubbing my eyes and slapping
myself in the face I realised that yes,
I had definitely just seen an ostrich!
It strutted off up the road towards the Full
Moon. Outside Bowmore Farm it came face
to face with a car. It certainly wasn’t short
of pluck as it put its head down, wings out
and charged at the car! The poor lady in
the car looked terrified as this overgrown
turkey started pecking the bonnet and
kicking the grill!
By now I was out of the house and
running up the road to help the driver. I
was still wearing my woodworking apron
so I whipped it off and flapped it at the
creature. It grabbed it and hung on and
wouldn’t let go. I pulled, it pulled, and no
one was going anywhere! The lady in the
car steered around me and was gone in a
flash! I could imagine her trying to explain
this incident!
Great! So there I am, in the middle of
the road, having a wrestling match with
a 5ft tall angry bird! How do you deal
with something like this? I spent several
minutes pushing and pulling, and getting
nowhere! Then it decided to walk back the
way it had come. All was going well until
we reached the drive to Kingston Cottage
when it decided to have a look around
Fletcher Nicholson’s garden. It strode up
his drive, dragging me behind it. This thing
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was strong! We went around his garden,
through the flower beds, up and down
the paths, and twice more around his
garden. My apron was now in tatters -and
it was my best one! Anyway, after a few
more detours we ended up outside his old
wooden garage. The door was open and it
wandered in. Result! I slammed the door
behind it.
I then had a thought. My old friend
Peter Knowles-Brown from Braziers End
had some pretty exotic pets over the years.
He might have some ideas. I ran home and
phoned him. I was greeted with hoots of
laughter and it took a while to convince
Peter I wasn’t joking!
Ten minutes later he had come round
and we were both looking through the
window at this somewhat irate creature
that was locked in my neighbour’s garage.
Peter identified the bird as a rhea (a South
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American version of an ostrich) - he had
seen them in South Africa. He reckoned
it probably belonged to Maurice Ricketts
from the top of Horseblock. Peter went
home to collect his horsebox. A few
minutes later we had the trailer outside the
garage ready to herd the bird into it. Easier
said than done! The flipping thing decided
it didn’t want to go home!
“Come on!” Peter said, “Let’s grab it!”
We both crept into the garage. The rhea
was quite quiet and docile, then it started
to get niggled. Next thing it’s kicking and
pecking madly! “Cover its head with your
apron!”, Peter shouted as the damn thing
kicked him in the knee, smashing him into
the wall.
Poor old Peter was in agony, but we
managed to bundle it into his trailer and
slam the tailboard!
I managed to get Peter into the
passenger seat and I drove to Maurice’s
house. We got there and discovered
Maurice and his wife were out! Now what?
By now Peter’s knee was the size of a
football! We need to unload the bird and
get Peter some treatment. I opened the
gates, drove in and pulled around the back.
I gingerly walked to the back of the trailer,
dropped the tailboard and beat a hasty
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retreat! It came stomping and snorting
down the ramp, and then attacked the car,
pecking the windows where we both sat!
It finally got bored with that and loped
off down the garden. We both sat looking
at each other, wondering what to do
next. “Let’s get out of here!” Peter said.
We hurried back out through the gates
with the tailgate was still down, scraping
along the concrete. I screeched to a halt,
jumped out and closed the gates, just as the
wretched thing came racing up the garden
and attacked me over the fence.
I got back in the truck to drive Peter
home to get his knee fixed. On the way
we both had the same thought: what if
this banshee bird wasn’t Maurice’s? As
luck would have it, the rhea did belong to
Maurice. He had been given two of them
by a relative in South Africa. One had died
when it got tangled up in a wire fence,
but the one we had tangled with lived on
for many years. I do know that Maurice
never had any cold callers or double glazing
salesmen call at his house more than once!
Peter needed to walk with a stick for
several weeks, so I suppose the moral of this
story is that if you see an ostrich walking up
the street, let someone else rescue it!
Mike Wallis
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Owl and raptor update

In May, three volunteers from BORG (Bucks
Owl and Raptor Group) came to monitor
the owl and raptor boxes here on the
Commons and on Christine Stott’s farm
nearby. They were delighted to find tawny
owl chicks in the barn owl box on the
Common. These were weighed and ringed
and returned safely to the box. As this was
all carried out in daylight, the owlets were
very sleepy and not distressed.

T

he two barn owl boxes on Christine’s
land were both occupied. In one there
was a pair of barn owls with eggs.
These were left undisturbed. In the other
box there were two barn owl chicks with
some, as yet, un-hatched eggs. BORG will
come back in a few weeks and try to ring
the owlets. The kestrel nest boxes were
unoccupied.
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Barn owls
remain in the nest
for ten weeks
or more and are
much less likely to
be found on the
ground. If for some
reason you do
find one and you
are sure that it is
a barn owl (more
likely to be found
in farmland or a
farm building) it
is imperative that the owlet is returned to
the nest (if uninjured) as the parents will
not feed it on the ground. Barn owls are
a protected species (Schedule 1) and it is
illegal to handle them (except to return
them to the nest) without a licence. If the
bird is injured help should be sought from a
vet or a specialist bird of prey rescue centre
such as Tiggywinkle’s (01844 292 292), or
Raptor Rescue Helpline (0870 241 0609).

A barn owl which was bred on Christine’s
farm last year was recently found hurt
by the side of the road (probably hit by a
car). She was taken to Tiggywinkle’s and
has since been looked after by a BORG
volunteer in the hope that she would make
a recovery.
According to the website www.wildowl.
co.uk, lots of owl chicks are found on the
ground every year and needlessly taken
to a vet or a rescue centre. Obviously, if
the bird is injured it should be taken for
emergency treatment as soon as possible.
However, tawny owlets leave the nest at
three to four weeks before they are fledged
and can make their way back to the nest
by climbing. The adults are conscientious
parents and will continue to feed them at
dusk or dark and so, if there is no sign of
injury, it is best just to leave them or place
them on a branch of a tall tree nearby. This
is also the case for little owls.
Hilltop News

Hilltop News

41

42

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

43

CURVACEOUS COOK

Antipasti
For the last couple of years I have prepared mixed antipasti when entertaining for lots of reasons. They can
be prepared well in advance; the choice can be enjoyed by meat eaters and vegetarians; they are a good ice
breaker if you have people who do not know each other (or speak the same language!). We have large slate
platters which look good, but any board or long plate would be fine, or even lots of smaller plates.
Some examples of morsels that I have made in the last couple of years include:
Slivers of pate (I used rough French pate de campagne) with a slice of cornichon on top.
Very thinly sliced beetroot, raw or cooked, in little heaps with goats cheese crumbled over the top, then
walnuts or toasted hazelnuts and a drizzle of a garlicky dressing.
Cheesey bread with thin slices of salami and some hard-boiled egg on top
(classic Umbrian Easter breakfast).
Bits of biltong – now made by a South African in Chesham!
Balls of melon with prosciutto wrapped round held in place by a toothpick.
Thinly sliced smoked salmon wrapped round a spoonful of taramasalata
(these are best refrigerated for a couple of hours to firm them up).
Thinly sliced raw courgette, soaked in lemon juice and a splash of oil, rolled up with a toothpick through:
either just as they are or round some soft cheese with herbs chopped in.
A good aged pecorino or parmesan cheese, small chunks with a drizzle of honey on top.
If you have some truffle oil, just sprinkle a tiny bit on slices of prosciutto and scrunch them up in little
heaps. You can also put this whole pile on a piece of toast or French bread as a bruschetta,
spreading with a soft cheese.
If you have those little Chinese soup spoons you can put little blobs of anything delicious on them – very
trendy - or just gently cook some really ripe tomatoes with a splash of salt, sugar and pepper, then
strain through muslin to get an almost clear broth that has an intense tomato flavour,
garnishing with a tiny sprig of basil.
Sprinkle freshly cut chives over the whole lot for prettiness, including the flowers if possible.
I hope these have given you some ideas for summer entertaining. Buon Appetito!
Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
44

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

45

46

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

47

Dear Diary

V V

V

June 2017

100 Club
winners

3rd

St Leonards Village Fete – 2pm

14th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm
18th Annual Village Picnic – H&C Commons – 12 noon
19th WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

St Leonards Parish Hall

26th Parish Council Meeting – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8pm

April 2017
£25 – Mr M Henry, St Leonards
£15 – Mr & Mrs D Serdit,
Coppice Farm Park.
£15 – Mr G Lincoln, Buckland Common

28th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm
30th Summer Concert – Hawridge & Cholesbury School – 7.30pm

July 2017

May 2017
£15 – Mrs J Try, Buckland Common
£15 - Mrs B Farmer, Cholesbury

12th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm
24th Parish Council Meeting – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm
26th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

For membership, please contact the
Treasurer, Richard Leat on 758784.

Cholesbury Village Hall
April 2017
£20 - James Franklin, Bellingdon
£15 - Anne Johnson, Chivery
May 2017
£20 - Sue Fletcher, Cholesbury
£20 - Margaret Walton, Hawridge.
For membership, please contact Brigid
Farmer on 758715, or email brigid.farmer@
gmail.com

V V
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles
which are of general interest and relevance
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for
inclusion in the August/September edition
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10 July
latest. Please note that photos sent online
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449
grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700
anne@churchcottage.eu
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250
annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882
info@michaelspark.com
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printer
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592
info@strongs-printing.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making
and is funded by advertising.
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