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Day of records…

O

ne thing is clear about the Hilltop
Villages. It is that there are so
many residents who regularly and
willingly give their time freely for the good
of the community. This was evident at our
most recent village events. At the annual
Churches Fete, the hottest August Bank
Holiday Monday on record went some way
to ensuring a record number of visitors,
contributing record funds for our churches.
The Horticultural Society Annual Show,
in early September, yet again displayed
another remarkable variety and quality of
cut flowers, fruit and vegetables; plus arts
and crafts and cookery.
Hilltop News stalwarts
I can hardly believe that I’ve been editor
of Hilltop News for ten years now. What
is more: the working team I joined is still
in place! Anne and Nick Butterworth, Ann
Horn, Rosemary Pearce, Paula Angell and
Michael Spark were all involved at, or very
near, the launch of Hilltop News in 2002.
The earliest regular news contributors:
Chris Brown, Shirley Blomfield, Bill Ingram,
Lindsay Griffin, David Burgess and Lulu
Stephen are still churning out their
reports and other contributors (equally
welcome) have joined in over the years to
keep us informed about village activities.
I thank them all for making my role so
straightforward and enjoyable.
Thanks to the advertisers, whose
continued revenue covers the printing
costs, we can still deliver the magazine free
to all the Hilltop households – a task for yet
another group of volunteers. Finally I thank
you, the reader, for giving us all the will
to carry on with your kind comments and
support…
Graham Lincoln
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Time for thought…

O

ur vicar and rector David Burgess
and curate Tony Ecclestone,
who helps David in the Hilltop
Villages, are to be out of action from
mid-October until the New Year. Both
are having serious operations. Our
thoughts and prayers are very much with
them and their families.
Although everything is being done by
David and the Church Wardens to find
outside help, a number of services will
have to be shared. It will not be an easy
task and your support and patience will
be much appreciated. If anyone does
know of a minister from outside the
area who might be willing to help out
occasionally, please do let the Church
Wardens know.
It is with much sadness we report the
death of the Revd John Hull. John had
been of enormous support to David in
the Hilltop Villages and indeed to many
of us who knew him well. A tribute to
him will appear in the next edition of
Hilltop News.

In this issue:
Peter Sturges, Charles Painter and Ernest
Jones remembered.
Jim Hetherington – playing for England!
In his Nature Notes, Chris Brown meets the
beetles.
Our Curvaceous Cook makes a spicy
chutney.
…plus all the news from our churches,
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
I hope that you all had a lovely summer!
As the council does not meet in August
(although actually it did, to discuss several
planning applications) business has been
fairly quiet, although much went on
around us…

H
A blooming success!
Our front cover shows a field in the
Hilltops covered with an eye-catching
display of sunflowers. Hannah Matthews
tells the story behind this spectacular late
summer show and how it helped local
charities…

H

aving had a failed wheat crop in
one of our fields due to black grass
overtaking the seedlings, we had to
kill the field off. For the general health of
the soil it is often best to have something
growing at all times, so our agronomist
suggested we try planting sunflowers.
Sunflowers have a very good root system
and improve the all-round soil structure.
They were planted in early April and,
because we had some mild and sometimes
warm spring weather, they grew quickly.
Lovely big smiley flower heads of golden
yellow appeared and people started to
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stop by, admire and take photos. There
were even rumours of a naked lady being
photographed in the field!
Philip suggested that we should sell
some of the sunflowers and maybe we
could raise some money for charity. We
decided the two local charities would
be the Hospice of St Francis and Ruby’s
Children’s Charity. It was great fun for the
children, who were very helpful cutting
the flowers. The field also attracted a
couple of local artists and one lady has
donated her oil painting for our next
Ruby’s Summer Ball on the 9 June 2018!
We raised £850 in total which we shared
between the two charities, so thank you
to all those who came and enjoyed our
beautiful sunflowers. The flowers will be
harvested at the end of October and go
for sunflower oil and bird seed.
I hope this inspires you to grow
sunflowers in your own gardens!
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opefully you will have noticed
significant improvements in The
Vale! Large sections have been
re-laid and potholes filled and even the
grit on Hawridge Hill has been removed!
Further works include - patching and
general repairs to Hawridge Hill to be
completed by the end of October ready for
surface dressing, along with The Vale, in
the 2018 programme. Patching and planing
to Rays Hill and Horseblock Lane will be
completed by the end of October. Work to
the triangle at Church Lane, Hawridge will
also be completed by the end of October
and patching and planing to Jenkins Lane
will be completed by mid-November.
The MVAS was located in front of the
school during August, the findings of
which can be found in the minutes of the
September meeting of the council. We have
requested the machine again for December
and late Spring.
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There is one half plot available at the
allotments, should anyone be interested.
Rent £12.50 per annum for half a plot.
Finally, please don’t be a stranger to our
website: (www.cholesburyparishcouncil.org.
uk). As well as giving contact information,
details of meetings and other regulatory
information, I regularly post items of
interest to the community, such as District
Council and County Council surveys,
policing updates and community event
information.
Any queries regarding the Parish please
contact…Hayley Lewis, Clerk to the Council,
758843 parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com
Your councillors are:
John Allen, Chairman: 758095
Nigel Blomfield, 758314
Chris Brown, 758890
Philip Matthews, 758205
John Minting, 758206
Francis Sanger, 758767
Judith Joseph: 758702
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL
Buckinghamshire
organisations have
excelled themselves
with a record number
of Queen’s Awards this
year. Top local companies
in Chesham: Symply
Petfoods and Global Infusion Ltd together
with Chiltern Rangers (Community Interest
Company) have received their awards this
autumn. Ed Melbourne of Symply Petfoods
has a brilliant photo of himself being
congratulated by the Queen at
Buckingham Palace, which is a great
reward for eight years of successfully

attending events at Buckingham University,
graduation day at Bucks New University
and the opening of new boarding houses
at Wycombe Abbey school. Interestingly,
Buckingham is launching a new faculty for
Liberal Economics which will encourage
budding entrepreneurs to launch new
businesses during their degree courses.
Buckinghamshire has the highest number
of successful start-ups in the country and I
have arranged for local businesses to meet
some of the students at the university in
October.
Finally, I would like to congratulate
our schools and young people on their
excellent results again this summer and
to wish everyone who has started a new
school or University every future happiness
and success.
Tricia Birchley 01296 651823
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk

building up the company.

E

arlier this week I attended a seminar
organised by Transport for Bucks
who identified new ways of repairing
potholes, preparation for road gritting
this winter, and a promise to repair several
areas of outstanding road repairs. The
meeting was organised for the Parish
Councils who had an opportunity of
addressing grass cutting and talking to the
highways team. I have raised the condition
of our rural roads with senior executives
at County Hall and will continue to press
for the improvements sought by the Parish
Councils.
As Chairman of the County Council
I am continuing to publicise Mental
Health issues in the workplace as part
of my charity work. Several local people
have been involved and thank you to
everyone who has kindly supported my
Appeal to help people back into work and
to ensure they are not made homeless
when problems arise. In the last month I
have been supporting young people by
6
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Hawridge and Cholesbury C of E School
For those returning to Hawridge and
Cholesbury School after the summer break
there has been a great response to the
Summer Scrapbook Challenge. This was set
by the staff to encourage pupils to make a
scrapbook of any activities or holidays they
participated in during the summer break.
They have all been displayed in the school
hall and Mrs Phillips has chosen a few to
show to the children during assembly. It
is clear to parents, staff and children alike
that a lot of hard work has gone into this
summer holiday challenge.

W

hilst six school years have
returned, one class has moved
on to pastures new in secondary
school: to be replaced by a class welcomed
into Windmills. There has also been a
number of joiners throughout all the other
years and the school is filling up fast. For
those prospective parents who would like
to view the school there are Open Mornings
on 13 October and 16 November. More
information can be gained from the school
office. As with most schools there have been
some staff changes, but the senior staff
remain and all years have a full provision of
teachers and teaching assistants.
Over the summer, planning projects have
continued. A substantial grant from the
Diocese has allowed work to start on the
Early Years playground and will allow us to
start the development sooner than we had
hoped. Money is continuing to be raised
by the enthusiastic school PSA and, whilst
some of this is earmarked for the building
works, it has also been spent on PE sheds,
new dining tables, a Battle of the Books
competition, additional maths resources,
a defibrillator and a new phonics training
scheme. It is a credit to the parents and
staff alike that so much support is given to
this small, village school.
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Bulb planting is underway with all years
planting donated bulbs in different areas
of the school grounds. This has been a huge
success over the last couple of years and
has transformed the school grounds when
spring arrives. The school is also looking for
help to keep the borders as presentable as
possible. Hedge and grass cutting is done
by the local authority but they will not go
as far as border maintenance.
At the end of the last school term,
the school was visited by an inspector for
SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of Anglican
and Methodist Schools). The school was
inspected under four categories: Church
School Distinctiveness, Collective Worship,
Religious Education and Leadership and
Management. The school received an
Outstanding grading. Strengths included
exemplary guiding of biblical text,
committed and caring leadership of the
head teacher, strong governance and
promoting positive relations at all levels
of the school. The report stated that,
based upon the school’s Christian values,
its commitment to spiritual development
nurtures pupils so that they become caring,
confident, thoughtful and respectful. This
Outstanding grading is a tribute to the
team work that takes place between the
children, staff, governors and the Church.
If you would like to read the full report it is
available on the school website.
Looking forward, all years have been
provided with their autumn curriculums.
Dates for the diary is already three pages
long and includes sports festivals, coffee
mornings, Harvest Festival, maths and
English workshops, cake sales, visits to Tring
museum, Roman baths, castles, movie nights,
Christmas discos and a Christmas Fayre.
If we are not careful we will blink,
the October half term will be on us, and
Christmas will be round the corner!
James Morris
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

A

s summer closes we look back on
our July and August meetings,
which were informal with no invited
speakers. July was the 38th Birthday for
our evening institute: how time has flown!
A number of us have been members for
all those years but we now have a good
many who have joined more recently. A
celebration cake made by Hilary Sheppard
was enjoyed and Hilary and her husband
Norman had put together a short video
of their recent visit to America which they
had titled ‘Wild Life in the Wild West’. The
photography and voice-over gave a real
flavour of that part of the US quite on a par
with David Attenborough!
August saw members meeting at the
home of Diana Mills where the evening was
just about warm enough for a barbeque
outdoors. While Brian undertook cooking
duties there was an opportunity to admire
their beautiful garden and we were treated
to a lovely meal. Diana and Helen Price had
prepared a varied selection of super salads
and the desserts were even better. The
September meeting saw Diana and Helen
demonstrating their skills again, this time
on the theme of pizza.
Monday 16 October is the Annual
Meeting which includes a review of the past
year. On 20 November, Tom Way is coming
to St Leonards Parish Hall. Tom is an award-

winning fine art wildlife photographer. He
won the European Wildlife Photographer
of the Year 2016 competition with his
image ‘Beauty, Power, Majesty’ and recent
projects have included work with meerkats
in the Kalahari Desert, mountain gorillas
in Uganda and red foxes in the UK. This
promises to be a great evening, please
come along - all visitors are welcome!
We have a quiz evening on Saturday 21
October at St Leonards Parish Hall. To book
tickets, or for more information about any
aspect of WI, please contact our President,
Carol Henry, on 758435.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

T

he September
Neighbourhood
Policing Newsletter
highlights acquisitive
crimes in the rural areas
of Chesham as being
of increasing concern. Officers have
intensified their patrolling of rural areas
and are including the deployment of ANPR
(Automatic Number Plate Recognition) to
identify vehicles of greater police interest.
They do advise that home security should
be reviewed and steps taken to minimise
any area of vulnerability.
Thames Valley Police have recently
offered a short survey ‘Do You Know
When to Call 999 or 101?’ to better their
understanding of how we use these
services. It may no longer be available by
the time of publication of this edition of
Hilltop News but it is a survey worth taking
if it is still online.
Shirley Blomfield (758314)
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY COMMONS
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
In this edition of Hilltop News, Lindsay
Griffin will be continuing her story of
HCCPS, bringing you further up to date
with the pioneering days of our 50 year
history. But first, as usual, I will concentrate
on present day activities…David Dennis
Rides and footpaths
We are supposed to be obsessed with the
weather in the UK, and no wonder! All the
extremes of wet and dry, hot and cold, have
been there this year, creating an unusual
pattern of growth on the Commons that
has made planning maintenance quite a
challenge. However, without being asked,
several of our usual volunteers – and other
people who have just wanted to help
out – have gone onto the Commons with
secateurs, keeping stray brambles and
nettles at bay, until we can get one of our
over-worked tractor drivers out there. That
is a brilliant response, and we are grateful
to everyone who has had a go when out
walking, or let us know where there is a
problem – thank you!
The time and effort spent widening
the rides and letting in more light has
resulted in better drainage and beautiful
dappled vistas. Our new posts and
waymarker signs, indicating the permissive
10

horse rides, are now very visible and
most riders and walkers are aware of the
‘rules’. Where there have been occasional
misunderstandings, we have erected
temporary signs as reminders. Every home
in the villages has also received a pamphlet
with a map to raise awareness. If you see
anyone who is cycling on the Common or
riding their horse where they shouldn’t, we
would be grateful if you would politely let
them know. Most people respond positively
to such an approach.
The heather
One of the delights that reward walkers,
whether wielding weapons of minor
destruction or not, is the look of the
heather in full bloom, as it was in August.
Various voluntary groups have helped
with the hard task of keeping our two
major patches free of gorse and bracken,
which if left alone would out-compete
the slower growing heather. The result
this year has been magnificent, allowing
this year’s bumper crop of butterflies to
find a welcome nectar source. Pictures
of most of our local butterflies are
available on the HCCPS website: www.
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org
Speaking of butterflies (which I often
do!) many thanks to all of you who have
taken part in this year’s Big Butterfly
Count, which has resulted in the highest
ever number of counts being recorded –
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over 62,500 nationwide - meaning that
communities like ours have probably
identified and recorded more than half a
million butterflies in just a few weeks – a
world first!
The luxuriant growth on the Commons
has given lots of opportunities for the
photographers amongst you, and right now
is your very last chance to submit a few
more shots to Lindsay for the 2018 calendar
at lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk
Pallett’s Pond
‘Luxuriant growth’ has also applied here!
The water level stayed much higher this
summer, as a result of the previous year’s
restoration work, and we look forward to
seeing it fill to its proper level again this
winter. However, we have a continuing
battle with invasive plants and have
recently sought expert advice from BBOWT.
Some of our winter conservation work
will be devoted to controlling this growth,
which we are determined to achieve
without chemicals.
Finally, please note the date of this year’s
AGM, which will take place on Tuesday
evening 21 November at Cholesbury Village
Hall.
And now, over to Lindsay…
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HCCPS at 50
As well as dealing with the issues
surrounding the registration of the
Commoners’ rights, the next most pressing
and long-term problem facing the newly
formed society was how to prevent the
growth of vegetation which, if left to
nature, would simply revert to scrub and
then eventually to woodland.

I

n the past the Commons were mainly
kept as grassland by the animals which
grazed the land. If we count up the
animals which were allowed to graze
on each of the Commons from only the
properties whose rights were registered in
1968 we find:
On both Hawridge and Cholesbury
Commons: 81 cattle (sometimes horses in
exchange for cattle) and 41 sows.
Hawridge Common: 26 cattle (again
sometimes horses in exchange for cattle)
and 15 sows.
Cholesbury Common: at least 55 cattle, 100
sheep and 4 sows (or equivalent in piglets)
If one then adds the rights of all of
the properties which were registered as
having rights in 1857 but which couldn’t be
identified in 1968, or where the properties
were identified but the owners did not
register their rights, the numbers of
animals which could be grazed on the two
commons was considerably higher.
Of course not all of these animals were
on the Commons at any one time, since
the Commoners had their own land, but
the Commons provided an important
additional resource for the Commoners.
However, animals on the Commons had to
be tended to prevent them straying and
this was an additional chore for any farmer,
which the wealthier would have employed
someone to undertake (such as the original
inhabitants of Shepherd’s Cottage) but it
11

seems often to have been carried out by
youngsters after school.
If a Commoner had rights only to
Hawridge Common, their cattle could be
impounded if they strayed onto Cholesbury
Common and vice versa and the owners
fined to retrieve them. Cholesbury pound
was a metal construction outside the
Village Hall and Hawridge had a wooden
pound at the top of Pound Lane where the
main Chesham to Cholesbury road is now.
The potential problem of over-grazing
was monitored and carefully controlled
by the Manorial Courts held at the Manor
House for Cholesbury and the Full Moon
for Hawridge. These courts also levied fines
for infringements such as encroachments
of gardens onto the Commons. In 1864 the
vestry appointed a Hayward to monitor the
way in which the Commons were used.
With the decline in Commoners
exercising their rights, nationally as well as
locally, the problem swiftly became one of
under-grazing rather than of over-grazing.
An early attempt to clear the Commons
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by the then Lord of the Manors, Malcolm
Stewart (1935–48), was not successful, in
the absence of sufficient numbers of cattle,
though a few Commoners continued to
exercise their right for a time after that.
Joan and Margaret Walton remember
Miss Elliot of Wayside keeping a herd of
goats which successfully grazed Hawridge
Common in the late 1940’s or early 1950’s.
Ron How refers to the Richen Brothers who
brought their cattle up from Woodview
Cottage in the Vale after school and many
remember George Brown tending his cattle
on the Commons until the mid-1960s.
However, by the time the Commons
Preservation Society was formed all grazing
had stopped and the new Society faced
a considerable task if the Commons were
to retain any semblance of their open
grassland. In the next edition I shall write
about the early working parties, the ‘Chain
Gang’ and what happened when Peter
Knowles-Brown advocated the return of
grazing.
Lindsay Griffin
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Local History
Group

W

e have an
excellent talk
to kick off
the season on Friday 6
October which we hope
will appeal to a large
number of people: ‘Call the Midwife’. If
you are wondering if this has anything to
do with the well-known BBC drama of the
same name, it does! Jennifer Worth’s book,
written in 2009 recalling her experiences
as a midwife in the 1950s, was the basis of
the very successful television drama series.
Jennifer was a local girl which adds to our
interest in the story of her life. We are
welcoming her husband Philip and daughter
Suzannah, who will tell us all about Jennifer
in a unique but very moving way.
Our next meeting is on Friday 3
November when we will hear about
Anglo Saxon Treasure – Unravelling the
Lenborough Hoards. This was a unique
discovery for Buckinghamshire and we are
delighted to have Dr Susan Fern, who is
Archivist for the nearby Buckingham Gaol
Museum, to talk to us about this discovery,
the research to date, and its implications for
Buckinghamshire’s history.
The final talk of 2017, Buckinghamshire
in the Civil War, is on Friday 1st December.
We have invited back Stephen Barker,
whose specialty is military history relating
to Bucks and Oxfordshire and who gave
an excellent talk on the Oxon and Bucks
Regiment during WW1 last year.
All meetings take place at St Leonards
Parish Hall. Please arrive at 8pm for a
prompt 8.15pm start.
For members and regular visitors we
look forward to seeing you once again. If
you are new to the area, have just not got
around to coming along before, or for a
while, why not visit one of our meetings:
just £4 at the door?
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Membership for the whole year is also
great value - just £10 for adults and free
for those 16 years and under. There are
eight evening meetings, normally on the
first Friday of the month, plus a newsletter,
other member events and access to our
archive of photographs and other material
documenting the history of the houses,
people and events in the Hilltop Villages something for everyone to enjoy.
Chris Brown (758890)
localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com

HOSPICE NEWS

A

nyone
who has a
relative or
close friend with a
life-limiting illness
will appreciate
the importance of hospices during this
difficult period in the lives of the patient
and all involved.
The support that hospices provide
at this time is invaluable and The
Hospice of St Francis serves patients
and families across West Herts and
South Bucks, providing free expert care
and support. People often think that
it is funded by the NHS, but in reality,
receives less than 20% of its £5m annual
running costs from the Government.
For the remainder, The Hospice relies on
voluntary donations.
If you would like to help us raise
funds to ensure The Hospice can sustain
its vital services, there are a number of
exciting fundraising events coming up
this autumn.
To find out more, visit the website at
www.stfrancis.org.uk.
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
CRICKET CLUB
Friendly cricket
Undoubtedly the
highlight of the
Friendly cricket
season was the trip
across the Thames
Valley to Windsor
on 3rd September,
to play the club’s
first ever fixture
against the Royal
Household, in the
grounds of Windsor Palace. In addition to
the team, lots of supporters attended to
make the most of this exciting event in the
history of H&CCC.

Although the weather reports suggested
that rain would not arrive until evening,
there was real disappointment when
drizzle set in 20 minutes before play was
due to start. However, after some pleading
with the Gods, the drizzle subsided and
a shortened 20 overs-a-side match was
rearranged, with the home side batting
first. They scored a creditable 118 for 4 in
the allotted overs, never really running
away with it, on a wicket that was a little
sticky. After a quick turnaround, H&C
started slowly and steadily. At 51 for 2 after
11 overs, the game was in the balance.
Then a flurry of wickets left us at 71 for
8 in the 16th over: the game was all but
lost. But we are made of sterner stuff, with
heroes Ian Hames (25 not out) and Alexis
Shead (16 not out) coming to the rescue,
scrambling 48 runs in just over 4 overs, with
some big hitting. The winning run came on
the last ball of the 20th over, with a frantic
bye being run to the wicketkeeper, who
fumbled. It could not have been closer.
So a fairytale end to our first visit to
Windsor, which was orchestrated through
the good offices of Andy Halliday. We hope
it is not the last. The delicious tea, after the
game in a beautiful pavilion, tasted that
much sweeter!
Mid Bucks League
League cricket has been somewhat of a
struggle in 2017. At times we have come
close to withdrawing from matches, due to
a lack of players, yet at other times we have
fielded strong sides, able to win matches
with ease. In the end, the club finished 7th
out of 10 in the First Division of the Mid
Bucks League, comfortably retaining our
place for next season.
The club is gradually trying to rebuild
from the bottom up, with a promising colts
section feeding new blood into the senior
side. This, in itself, creates some challenges
at exam time and in school holidays, so the
answer has to be a blend of ages and skills
to ensure that there are enough players
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H&C team playing the Royal Windsor Household: Back row (from Left) Andy Halliday, Kevin
Stenson, Steve Drane, Alexis Ahead, Ben Drane (Captain), Ian Hames, Lincoln Rupesinghe, Neil
Jones. Front row (from left) Sean Robinson, Sam Hames, Ferdi Maintzer, Will Mills.

available at all times. A big recruitment
drive is required in the off-season, to
ensure that we can continue to benefit
from the wonderful facilities available.
Colts
Overall, it has been a successful season
for our Colts. It has been wonderful to
see some enthusiastic engagement from
parents, with more to follow next season,
we hope! With the Family Fun Day and
Awards Presentations scheduled for 23
September, there will be a lot more to
report next time!
All news, photos and more can be
found on the club website, which is
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com.
The club also has a Facebook Page and
Twitter Account.
Brian Ralphs
Hilltop News
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Bank Holiday sizzler!
The churches’ Fete on August Bank Holiday Monday is a well-established tradition in
the Hilltop villages and this year it was exceptional and very successful. The weather
forecast was good and visitors, knowing our reputation, came in their hundreds. We were
prepared and provided a busy, varied and friendly event.

P

reparations started weeks earlier as
volunteers came forward. Some took
on their traditional stalls with Carol
and Terry Bird running the popular Tombola
and Rebecca Walton making us guess with
the Coin Collage. Some stall holders were
new to their game and Anne Byrne and Ian
ran the Bottle Stall for the first time. She
received many donations and one donor
dolefully mentioned that he had to give
up alcohol. The stall is a game of chance
and the number of bottles on display must
be carefully judged: Anne worked out the
odds skilfully. Alice and James Fisher took
on the barbeque. This is really a three
person stall and fortunately Jack, one of
our newest teenagers, took the money.
The bric-a-brac has had a mixed history.
In the past clothing was an important item
but this has disappeared as charity shops
18

are now widespread. We wondered if
the stall was worth continuing. This year,
Sue Fletcher and Heather Stuart were
overwhelmed with good quality items and
raised over £400. Crafts and Gifts is another
variable stall but Joan and Margaret had
“foraged” energetically for good quality
gifts and raised even more.
Elizabeth Tomlin is stepping down
after seventeen years supervising the
Grand Draw. She kindly paid the licensing
and printing costs and her sales this year
exceeded £1,000. She was ably assisted
by Rosemary Bierrum, Tony Francis and
Caroline Glenister who folded over 1,000
tickets. Maggie Carruthers applied her
artistic skills to create attractive displays
of prizes, surely boosting sales. We extend
our thanks to Elizabeth and to our donors
including Christine Stott, Champneys, The
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Full Moon, Chiltern Motors, Tesco, Tring
Brewery, Browns and Waitrose. Curiously,
postmen were lucky this year as Frank
Butler and Geoff, the “Running Postie”,
each won prizes.
Ann Horn was the winner of the Fete’s
‘Win 12 months’ supply of home-baked
cake’ raffle. Thank you to all who entered,
raising over £200 towards the fete total.
As a record Bank Holiday temperature
was expected, Angela Lincoln had to find
extra freezer space for her increased stocks
of ices and Sarah and David Higgins kindly
came to the rescue. The Pimms bar, looking
very smart in official Pimms livery, sold out
thanks to Nicola and Jon Chaplin. Wary
of the heat, we erected one tent simply
to provide some shelter: similarly James
Fisher provided cans of soft drink for sale
and an urn of water was placed on the
pick-a-stick stall. Perhaps the only loser
was Dog Temptation as owners may have
kept their pets away from the heat. The
temperatures in the morning were slightly
gentler allowing Doug Hearn, George
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Humphreys, Steve Davey and Richard Leat,
among others, to do the hard lifting and
Paul Bettison, with Steve and Isobel Clark
and Peter Hopkinson to erect Gazebos.
There was something special at the
Fete this year and everyone seemed to
enjoy themselves. The community spirit
cannot be measured but is recognised and
was present. Guests relaxed sitting on the
grass next to the vintage cars arranged
by Graham Swallow. They also listened to
the Ellesborough Band who appropriately
played slow numbers such as ‘A nightingale
sang in Berkeley Square’ but found the
energy for ‘New York, New York’. Teas
and cakes were enjoyed throughout the
afternoon and Liz Green’s team sold over
£1,000 of delicious home-made teas. The
stalls were well patronised and profit
before expenses was a fabulous £6,937.
Thank you to everyone who helped and
I hope you will excuse me if your name was
not mentioned.
John Farmer
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Good Neighbours Group
Pub Lunch Club
The Pub Lunch Club is open to anyone
living in, or connected with, the Hilltop
Villages. Currently the Pub Lunch
Club meets at 12.30pm on the second
Wednesday of each month at The Black
Horse.
Villagers meet to enjoy excellent food
and a chat in convivial surroundings. We
are always made welcome by the excellent
staff. So it’s just the place to get to know
some new faces, whether you are new to
the villages or if you are just around during
the middle of the day, maybe working
from home and just fancy a break. It also
provides an opportunity for those who
might otherwise not find it easy to get to
local social events, so if a lift is needed this

can be arranged. On offer is a two-course
meal, plus tea or coffee for just £12.
The next few dates for your diary are:
Wednesdays 11 October and 8 November,
Booking is made in advance by email or
telephone. Contact details below.
Gentle exercise
The ‘Gentle Exercise for Older Adults’
classes continue to run on Wednesday
mornings from 11 to 11.45 am at
Cholesbury Village Hall. They are run for
both ladies and gentlemen. Sessions are
friendly and good fun and the exercises
can be done sitting down if necessary. The
courses are run by a qualified instructor
provided by GLL who run the leisure and
exercise facilities for Chiltern District
Council. The cost is £28.50 for a set of six
sessions but you can join in at any time
and pay on a pro rata basis. Contact Elayne
Hughes on 07880 975 100 or by email via
elayne.hughes@gll.org
Further Information
If you would like to know more about
or become a volunteer with the Good
Neighbours Group go to www.cholesbury.
com and follow the link to Good
Neighbours Group or contact Chris Brown
email: goodneighbours@cholesbury.com or
phone 758890.
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CHOLESBURY CUM
ST LEONARDS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY

M

y husband Stephen announced
that he intended to enter some
photographs in the Annual Show
and some hours were spent finding suitable
photos that fitted the categories – it goes
to show that a lot of forward planning is
not strictly necessary, but probably wise. He
was very pleased with a 1st and 2nd from
four entries and a one third share of the
Basil Newall Award.
Other winners included Brian Mills,
who not only took home the RHS Banksian
Medal but also Best in Show flowers and
three other awards for vegetables. Liz
Wright stole the show in Arts and Crafts
and Photography, winning Best in Show in
both and Liz Firth excelled in flowers with
The Tomlin Cup and the Silver Challenge
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Bowl. Pat Price once again won the Ladies
cup for cookery. The John Horn Allotment
Trophy was won by Ros Goose and Mike
Thornton.
I am reliably informed that the standard
of entries was, as usual, good although
more are always welcome. I took a winsome-lose-some attitude and was more
than happy with a couple of prizes and a
highly commended – it’s always worrying
that your fruit might have sunk in the cake
but it seems to have held up well.
For those interested in giant vegetables
don’t miss the RHS Autumn Garden Show
on 25 and 26 October – held at HQ in
Vincent Square where you can meet the
growers.
In the garden the colours have turned
– flowers and shrubs have generally gone
over quicker this year. I am still watering
any new trees and shrubs: the recent
rainfall has not been enough. Start to clear
veg beds as things go over – it’s a good
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time to clear weeds and apply manure, but
better to wait until after rain. My roses are
still flowering and the anemone ‘White
Swan’ which I under-planted, has come
into its own this year. It is a white anemone
but with a dusky blue/purple-backed outer
petal. We seem to be on top of the aster
which I had to dig up as it was swamping
the roses and had an unfortunate lax
habit and very late small flowers. Another
surprise find this year has been cosmos
‘Tango’, an orange form shorter than
‘Purity’ and the like but floriferous and
drought-resistant.
The bulb catalogues will be arriving,
if they have not already done so. The
daffodils must be planted first, the tulips
can wait until November. We have a spring
wedding so I am thinking of planting large
numbers of late scented daffodils – the
bulbs can be planted out after flowering.
The next date for your diary is the AGM
and quiz/supper on Friday 17 November at
Cholesbury Village Hall from 7.30pm.

HILLTOP CHOIR
If you love to sing, then this may
be the choir for you. The Hilltop
Villages Community Choir meets on
Wednesdays at Cholesbury Village
Hall from 7.45 - 9.15pm: only £5 a
session. You don’t need to read music,
just the willingness to enjoy singing
with a group of likeminded folk. We
are taught by ear and sing without
accompaniment
For more information please contact:
Nicola (758784), Diana (758347) or
Janet (758587)

Sarah Tricks
Hilltop News
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Tribute to a friend
by the Reverend
David Burgess

Some personal reflections on the loss of a
colleague, a mentor and a friend…

S

ometimes work relationships start off
on a professional basis and stay that
way. Sometimes they change into
something completely different. When you
met John Hull and began to get to know
him, the latter was certainly the case. I
started out twenty years ago valuing his
depth of experience in ministry, his wisdom,
his ability to sum up a complex problem in
a simple sentence, and more besides.
As time went on I appreciated being
able to go to him for advice on any issue,
seemingly trivial or substantial, and
knowing I’d be listened to and given a
straight answer. Over time the professional
relationship easily grew into friendship
and fellowship, where John and I, often
with other colleagues, could talk about
anything, in any depth, simply by putting
the world to rights over a cup of coffee (I’d
recommend a dose of John’s coffee every
morning at about 10am to wake you up
properly!).
I’ve heard and read quite a lot in recent
months about ‘polymaths’ – people who
can apparently turn their hand to anything.
When it came to the expressive arts,
particularly in combination with ministry,

TOWN FARM ART
SHOW
Ten talented artists and makers
are showing an exciting mix of
hand-crafted, high quality artwork:
paintings, illustration, ceramics,
woodcraft, woodcarving, jewellery and
Egyptian quilts, plus willow weaving
and sculpture in the garden. There will
also be mulled wine, mince pies and
Christmas cake in aid of Rennie Grove
Hospice Care.
One weekend only: Friday 24 - Sunday
26 November, 10am – 4pm
6 Town Farm, Cheddington, Near Tring,
LU7 0TT
Photos and more info at
www.townfarmartshow.blogspot.com
Please park in High Street – not in
Town Farm. Free entry.
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John fitted that bill – performer, composer,
arranger, painter and teacher. All came
easily and skilfully to him.
And then his faith, as gentle,
understated and humble as the man
himself, yet rock solid and founded on his
life experience, both good and not so good.
From the point of view of our four parishes
that faith was strong enough to support
the churches through two interregnums
and to contribute in ministry on a week-byweek basis through the best part of thirty
years.
I’m fully aware that these sentiments
aren’t mine alone. The full house for
John’s memorial and thanksgiving service
at Wendover was testament to that, with
upwards of 250 people ready and willing to
share their memories and stories in addition
to the ones that were recalled by those who
actually took part.
To say that John’s death has left a gap
in many people’s lives could be seen as
something of a cliché if it wasn’t absolutely
true. Family, friends and colleagues alike
remain with the influence of John in their
lives and are thankful that they knew him.
May he rest in peace and rise in glory.
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from the registers
Cholesbury
Holy Baptism
3 September 2017 - Rosanna Elsie Mai Donaldson

ST LEONARDS
Holy Matrimony
22 July 2017 - Hannah Lynne Mary-Ann Priest and Niels-Benjamin Schnadt
19 August 2017 - Alison Louise Angell and Ross Rands

Church matters
Our thoughts and prayers are very much with David and Tony Eccleston and their families
in the coming weeks and months. Both David and Tony are to have major operations
and will be out of action from mid-October until the New Year. With the departure,
in addition, of Kevan Royal and the important preparation for Christmas, it is going to
be extremely difficult to find enough Ministers to take services and a number of these
will have to be shared.
Should you know of any Ministers from outside the Parishes who might be able to help,
please do contact the Churchwardens. Much patience and support from us all
is going to be required.
The first of these shared services will be at Cholesbury on Sunday 8 October at 10am when
we will commemorate John Paxton’s fifty years of organ playing in the Hilltop Villages.

CHOLESBURY

W

e welcomed
Benjamin
and Frances
Donaldson to church
on 3 September for
the Baptism of six
month old Rosanna.
They also brought their son, Matthias, who
was baptised at Cholesbury two years ago.
Together with other young families, there
were six babies and evidently another
was due in the near future! Rosanna was
passed to David without complaint and she
seemed to study the water in the font as
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David carried out the baptism and wetted
her head. There was silence as parents and
godparents made their promises but after
the short service family and friends renewed
acquaintance in a warm and noisy reunion.
We said goodbye to Kevan Royle on
Sunday 6 August after he celebrated Holy
Communion, which he has done regularly
on the first Sunday for a long time. Kevan’s
first service at Cholesbury was in July 2011
and he quickly established himself as a
popular minister with enthusiastic, well
prepared sermons and a friendly manner.
We were delighted to present him with a
signed picture showing the church and the
figure of St Laurence in stained glass. Kevan
will move to a new home in the
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West Country and we have no doubt he will
find a welcoming congregation. We shall
miss him.
On 8 October, we record the 25th
anniversary of the dedication of our organ
- our congregation are fortunate to have
such a lovely instrument to accompany
our singing. The organ was dedicated on
4 October 1992 by Simon Burrows, Bishop
of Buckinghamshire. In fact, it has a longer
history and was made in about 1845 by T
C Bates & Son of London. The organ was
originally in St Mary’s, Brompton, but by
1870 it was installed in Chipperfield Baptist
Church where it was still hand blown.
In 1900 it moved again quite locally - to
Sarratt Mission Hall. Finally, in 1992, it
was bought by St Laurence for £500 and
refurbished for a further £1,500. At some
stage an electric motor was installed and
a repair ten years ago revealed the motor

was made in the 1940s.
The Fete was hugely successful. So many
volunteers gave of their time, energy and
goods before, during and after the Fete to
create a really lovely event. Villagers and
visitors crowded in to spend, eat, play, talk
and relax (unless you were a stall holder!!)
on a gloriously hot summer day. Several
stalls sold out quickly such was the demand
for what was on offer. I am delighted to
say that our takings were £6,937 before
expenses and they will be given to
Cholesbury and Hawridge churches. Our
grateful thanks to everyone.
Our Remembrance Day service gives us
the opportunity to gather and contemplate
the tragedy of war and the effects on a
small village community. This year on 12
November we will join with Hawridge and
attend a service at St Leonards Church at
10.45am.

HAWRIDGE

to enjoy the sunshine and support this
traditional annual event. We are very,
very grateful to all those of you who
helped and donated most generously. We
are always proud to see our tiny village
community come together on this day
and show such support. We are extremely
fortunate to have a backbone of stalwart
helpers who have put in many, many years
of commitment to this event, particularly
Joan and Margaret Walton (who raised
over £450 on their gift stall) and Elizabeth
Tomlin (the Grand Draw raised over £1,000).
After 17 years of running the Grand Draw,
Elizabeth is hanging up her ‘lottery licence’
and we thank her for all her efforts over
the years in organising her dedicated team
of helpers and dealing with the detail that
is required from Chiltern District Council to
keep within the letter of the law!
Looking forward, our next fundraiser, as
last year, will be our ‘12 days of Christmas
Raffle’ – full details in the next edition of
Hilltop News.

F

ollowing our
Patronal Concert
and service in
June and July, August
was an altogether
quieter month, with our
‘normal’ services taking
precedence. Our Harvest
Service, Supper and Auction took place on
24 September. Thanks to Shelagh England
for cooking the supper.
The ‘All Souls’ Service (commemoration
of the Faithful Departed) will be held at
Hawridge on Sunday 5 November at 3pm.
This is a reflective service, remembering all
those who are no longer with us, to which
everyone is most welcome - particularly
those who have recently been bereaved. If
you would like a name to be added to the
list of those we remember, please phone
01494 757059 and let us know.
The Fete this year was a record-breaker
with villagers turning out in their droves
Hilltop News
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ST LEONARDS
Our shared Remembrance Day service
is at St Leonards at 10.45am on
Sunday 12 November.

O

n Saturday
22 July we
celebrated
the marriage of
Hannah Priest to Niels Schnadt. Our
little church was decorated by Hannah’s
mother Lynne and the family using pretty
garden flowers and grasses and it was a
perfect setting for a country wedding.
The bride arrived in a horse-drawn
Landau, which had already brought Lynne
and the bridesmaids to the church, the two
wonderful chestnut Dutch horses behaved
impeccably as they stood in the churchyard.
Hannah wore a really beautiful classic dress
of ivory tulle overlaid with lace and the four
adult bridesmaids were in navy with ivory
spots while Niels’ little niece wore a pretty
ivory dress with a large navy satin bow.
It was marvellous to see Niels’ family and
friends from Germany talking and laughing
with everyone in the church although I
don’t think they always knew what the
other was saying! Indeed, guests had
arrived from all over the world including
Australia, Canada, Norway, Holland, Austria,
France and finally South Africa, where
Hannah and Niels first met five years ago.
David conducted the service whilst
Lynne’s 88 year-old father played the organ.
The reception was held in a marquee at
home and the informal family atmosphere
was enhanced by Jill Newton, who did
the catering, and Kings Farm with the
barbeque. Finally, after dancing to a live
band, Hannah’s brother William organised
a fire-work display at midnight - so the day
ended with a bang!
A guest from Germany described St
Leonards as a ‘Happy Church’ and the whole
day as a ‘Fairy Tale’ – a sentiment with
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Hannah and Niels

which everyone agreed. We wish Hannah
and Niels much happiness in their life
together.
Friends and family from six countries and
ten counties converged for the wedding of
Alison Angell and Ross Rands on Saturday
19 August. In a beautiful service, conducted
by Revd. Ivor Cornish, the theme of true
love was apparent in the readings, the
sermon and the warmth of the young
couple and the supporting congregation.
The second hymn, ‘Give me oil in my lamp’
played by Dave Clarke and sung with gusto,
was one played by the bride’s mother, Paula,
when Alison and her brother Tony were
Baptised at St Leonards in 1989.
Amid wonderful flower arrangements
by Liz Firth and Ann Horn, Ross’ sister,
Annika, sang in the church while the main
wedding party went into the Church Room
to sign the register. It had been Alison’s
request to have photographs in front of
the lovely stained glass window and it
was perfect to use the room in this way
as it easily accommodated the bride and
groom, parents and friends from school
and university who were bridesmaids and
groomsmen.
Alison, in a stunning beaded and lace
satin and tulle mermaid style dress, is a
senior paediatric physiotherapist at Ipswich
Hospital. She was introduced to Ross, a
Maths teacher at Ipswich High School, by
a Ward Sister whose son is a good friend
of Ross and she thought they might get
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Alison and Ross

on! The couple are involved in many sports
activities and have a home in Nacton village
in Suffolk.
There were many happy reunions
throughout the day including a grandfather
who met his newly-born grandson from
Canada for the first time! There were in
fact six babies in the congregation and they
behaved impeccably.
After an enthusiastic shower of natural
confetti, the newlyweds left in a classic
white Rolls Royce for a reception at Latimer
House. St Leonards wishes Alison and Ross
great happiness in their future life together.
The Harvest Festival was held on Sunday
10 September – as last year, quite early
but judging by the amazing machines that
passed through the lanes in the preceding
weeks, all was ‘safely gathered in!’
Our little church looked wonderfully
colourful with many home-grown flowers,
fruit and vegetables decorating the window
sills. The heart of the harvest - a sack of corn
literally spilling out over the chancel step
was once again kindly donated by Nigel
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Blomfield. It was a well attended short and
simple service led by David whose talk was
based on the Feeding of the Five Thousand.
Supper followed in the Parish Hall: a
slightly different format this year with the
most delicious shepherd’s pie and salad
followed by the usual wonderful selection
of puddings which in themselves added
to the colour of the occasion. Sally Bright
masterminded the evening in advance and
Judy Joseph, with a great team of helpers,
pulled it all together most successfully. Well
done everyone!
The Auction which followed found a
number of people going home with large
marrows as well as a marvellous selection
of fruit, vegetables, jams and chutneys – all
this due to the expertise of our now nearprofessional auctioneers, Michael Joseph
and Richard Baddon!
The Tea-Parties continued throughout
the summer and our autumn dates are
Wednesday 25 October and Wednesday
22 November. Our Christmas Tea-Party is a
week earlier than usual on Wednesday 20
December. We do hope to see our ‘regulars’
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as well as some newcomers – so if you know
of anyone who might wish to come, please
do bring them. Alternatively they should
ring either Anne Lake (01296 620169) or
Anne Butterworth (758700) who would be
delighted to arrange to collect and return
them home. We are a convivial little group
and there is much chat and laughter – not
to mention the most delicious scones
and cakes!
The summer is sadly well and truly over
when we meet for the next Breakfast
Service on Sunday 22 October and again on
Sunday 26 November. We hope it’s worth
dragging your family out of bed to come
and enjoy a fantastic breakfast of bacon
butties, fresh coffee and pain au chocolat
with croissants! It is a very short, simple
but meaningful service and one to which
families with children of all ages can come
together. Do join us, particularly if you
haven’t been before. You may be surprised!
Breakfast in the Church Room is at 9am with
the service beginning at 9.30am in church you can be home just after 10.00!

Ernest Arnold Jones
1930 – 2017
Ernest Jones was a true Northerner. Born in
Wigan and brought up in Manchester, he
never lost the lovely soft northern accent
which everyone came to know so well.

which he loved and where he met the love
of his life, Ann. He enjoyed golf with other
Gallagher pensioners – reminiscing at the
19th hole long after the game was over
and he took great pleasure in long distance
walking with his brother, Raymond. In
retirement he and Ann spent much time
cruising around the world and holidaying
in New Zealand, where Ann’s brother lived.
Ernest was a man of many parts.
On moving south, Ann and Ernest lived
in Amersham, St Leonards, Chorleywood
and finally Wendover but it was his years
spent in St Leonards as a Church Sidesman
and Auditor of the PCC for which he will be
remembered by us all.
There were many people at Ernie’s
funeral in May. As well as friends from the
villages and all over the country, there were
a number who had worked with him during
his long and successful career. The final
sentence in the tribute to him that day says
it all…
‘He was a happy, carefree person
who loved life and was modest about his
achievements. He will be very much missed
by us all’
Our thoughts are with you, Ann.

H

is accountancy training was
completed in Manchester from
where he started his National
Service – in the Royal Army Pay Corps!
Although offered a job to stay on in the
Army, Ernest preferred to do ‘proper
accountancy’ which finally brought him
to London as an employee of Gallagher’s
where he remained for his entire working
life. It would be difficult to find a more
loyal, diligent and able member of the
Company and he finally retired as the
Company’s Chief Group Accountant.
However, Ernie didn’t let accountancy
rule his life! Rifle shooting was a great
interest and indeed he was the first
National Serviceman to become individual
champion of the Central Meeting at Bisley.
He won gold medals for ballroom dancing
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Autumn pub news
Now that all six of the local public houses
are out of the clutches of avaricious pub
companies and in private hands, it remains
a disappointment that only three are
trading at the moment. Two of those are
thriving under capable management and
are popular with their regulars and visitors
alike.

W

ith the change of seasons, the
Old Swan is changing into more
appropriate mode. Christmas
bookings started coming as early as
September. There is a new wine list for
the winter months. The Friday night ‘Fish
and Fizz’ will give way to a menu with the
working title of ‘Hearty Comfort Food’. The
fizz bit will be replaced by a choice of wine
or beer. It will be priced at the same level as
the Wednesday Market Special.
As the extension of food service until
8pm on Sundays at the Black Horse Inn
has been popular, it is continuing. The
autumn menu is now in effect. There is an
appealing children’s menu for £5.95 plus
£2.00 for ice cream.
The pub has many special events
which can viewed on its website www.
theblackhorsechesham.co.uk - click the
‘What’s On’ button. Regular fixtures
include a quiz night every Sunday at
8.30pm and a Vegan Dining Evening on the
second Wednesday of every month.
In addition, several special events are
planned for October and November. On
8 October, Flashback Friday will feature DJ
Ian from 8-11.30pm. The bonfire will be
on 4 November featuring fire dancers, a
barbeque, pizza and DJ Ian from 5-8pm.
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Around the World on a Black Horse will
return with Polish food on 30 November,
when advance purchase tickets will be
necessary to participate.
The Full Moon has not changed its
approach to trading from our last report.
What we have seen over the two years
since a failing pub company’s leasehold
ended is still what we are getting today.
This pub has the potential to offer much
more for the community and visitors than it
is currently delivering.
Since taking possession of the White
Lion in June, new owner Mandy Grimwood
has been engaged in refurbishing the
living quarters that were in a sad state of
disrepair arising from the neglect of the
two previous owners. Our elected local
government officers and the Chiltern
District Planning officials are all regularly in
touch with the progress being made toward
restoring the pub to a viable trading
condition.
The community is eager to have the
pub open as soon as possible. However, we
must recognise that, given the condition
of the property and that some of the
infrastructure changes to the premises may
require planning permission, the relaunch
may be delayed until Easter 2018.

and search for application CH/2017/1361/
FA. It represents a proposed fulfilment of
their stated objective to reopen the Bull as
a pub. To make it economically attractive,
this application is for an extension to the
rear of the existing building to provide
a dining room for 50, a new kitchen and
considerable upgrading of amenity areas.
In addition, it proposes building a detached
children’s day nursery with its own car
parking and road access on land on the
Chesham side of the site.
Given that the proposed detached day
nursery involves the construction of a
structure with a commercial purpose on
Green Belt land in an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, the planning application
will need some highly persuasive
argumentation to gain approval. On the
other hand, the latest design of the pub
dining extension can easily be seen as an
improvement on an earlier application that
gained approval.

The other application for the Bull is
CH/2017/1434/FA for a one-year extension
of permission to use the original pub
building as a children’s day nursery.
Since the appeal against refusal to grant
planning permission for demolition of
the Rose and Crown and re-development
of its site to build four dwelling houses
was dismissed, not much has been heard
regarding its future as a pub. The only
evidence of life is an offer of a lease by
Drake and Company who are looking for
a party to operate it as licensed premises.
They are inviting “rental offers in the
region of £40,000 pa on the basis of a
new full repairing and insuring lease for a
term to be agreed”. That rental is roughly
two-thirds the final rent demands made by
Enterprise Inns.
Bill Ingram

Two planning applications were
registered in August pertaining to the
immediate and long-term future of The
Bull in Bellingdon. The one for the long
term is the big deal. Since it involves a lot
of complex documentation by specialist
advisors to the Matthews family, one needs
to go to the Chiltern District Planning Portal
Hilltop News
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HILLTOP NEWS nature notes

‘Beætle mania’
The explosion onto the UK pop scene of the early 1960s of the ‘Fab Four’ brought about ‘Beatle
Mania’. This was not the first time the UK had experienced such fanaticism. There had been an
earlier outburst of ‘Beetle Mania’, this time in the early 19th century, when gentlemen of leisure
engaged in a fanatical search for interesting, unusual and rare examples of beetles.

F

or Charles Darwin it progressed to
passionate interest in beetle collecting
or ‘beetling’ as it had by then become
known. By the end of summer 1828 Darwin
knew he had found a new vocation, as
a naturalist. Through his obsession with
beetle collecting Darwin became fascinated
by the almost inexhaustible variety of shape,
size, colour, and above all the habits of this
very large family. Darwin later remarked
it had been this almost infinite diversity of
beetles which provided the germ of the idea
that was to become an important building
block underpinning his theory of evolution
through natural selection.
Beetles have been around for over 300
million years. The secret of their longevity is
believed to be their ability to survive global
disasters and the speed of their evolutionary
adaptability to take advantage of new
habitats. Worldwide, beetles are by far the
largest group of insects. With an estimated
400,000 so far classified, the actual number
of beetle species could be at least double
this. So much of the tropics, where most
have so far been found, remain unexplored
that some entomologists have put the
number as high as 8 million.
In the UK there are 4,000 or so beetle
species. By Darwin’s time nearly all had
already been identified. The smallest is not
much bigger than this full stop. The largest
is the mercurial stag beetle. The relatively
small number of British beetles is due to
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the temperate climate we find in the British
Isles. And despite beetles being found in
every habitat, they are vastly outnumbered
by other insect species, such as wasps and
flies.
I came across this pithy quote from art
critic and author, the late AA Gill, perhaps
providing a clue why those Victorian gents
were so fascinated by these bugs…
“Beetles.... are not aristocratic, vain
or esoteric, like butterflies and moths, or
communists like ants and bees. They are
not filthy, opportunistic carpetbaggers, like
flies. They are professionals, with a skill.
They’re built for a job. And get down to it
without boastfulness or hysteria. And there
is nowhere that doesn’t, sooner or later, call
in a beetle to set up shop and get things
done.”
To illustrate the sentiments of Mr Gill
what follows are examples of the diversity
of just some of the beetles that can be seen
around here…
One of the largest groups, and the most
often seen in our gardens, are the ground
beetles. Though many are predominantly
black they can still be distinguished by
their particular metallic iridescence or
characteristic habits, like the Violet Ground
Beetle, which everyone will be familiar
with as it is the one that you see scurrying
across the patio or the living room carpet!
Others are identifiable by their methods
of defence: for example, the Bloody-nosed
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Beetle. When distressed or molested by a
predator its mouth and body joints exude
a drop of blood-red fluid which is noxious
enough to warn off and enable escape. In
a similar vein the eponymous Bombardier
Beetle fires out a foul-smelling scalding
liquid accompanied by a sharp popping
sound, the result of a chemical interaction
not dissimilar to that contained in an
incendiary weapon.
The Dung or Dor Beetle processes animal
manure. ‘Dor’ is old English for slow and
dim-witted. Despite its lowly status in the
hierarchy of the coleoptera we should
honour their vital role in consuming their
own weight of animal waste product, thus
removing on a global scale more of that
manure from our planet’s surface than any
other natural process.
The Cockchafer is perhaps the best
known. That bumbling character we find
drawn to outfacing lighting in May. Its
anonymous-looking larvae spend two or
three seasons underground munching
on grass or cereal roots. Not the best of
advocates for the beetle clan.
The Whirligig Beetle spends its adult life
in a perpetual spin, skimming around on
the surface of ponds, feeding on yet smaller
insects that have fallen in and are trapped
on the water surface. Their eyes are divided
horizontally with the top half keeping
watch above and the lower one beneath
the water, both places where predators
also lurk. The Great Diving Beetle lurks
there also but the whirligigs are safe as this
behemoth is a fierce carnivore of goldfish,
frogs and newts.
The Glow-worm stands out both in
comparison to other beetles and literally
through its illumination. The story goes
they were once so common you could read
by their light! They are still to be found in
the Chilterns. Only the adult females emit
a golden-green pulse at night to attract
males, whose eyesight is tuned in to spot
them. Poets from Pliny to Shakespeare,
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Blake to Coleridge have all praised their
spell-binding attraction and star-spangled
qualities lighting the way home.
The Stag Beetle had a reputation in
Norse mythology as a favourite of Thor
and can summon thunderstorms. It is
Britain’s largest beetle and very much one
of the flag-bearers for insect conservation.
The ‘antlers’ of the male are reserved for
demonstrating its prowess during ‘rutting’
encounters with other males and possibly
courtship with the female. Aside from this,
most of the time is spent exploring tree
trunks in search of rotten wood.
During Darwin’s voyage on HMS Beagle
while in South America he discovered a
new species of giant stag beetle which now
bears his name. This giant has ‘antlers’ that
are much longer than the rest of its body.
Darwin pondered for a long time why
such extravagant equipment was needed.
Recounting the ‘rutting’ stag beetles of
his beetle-collecting days he reasoned
that from one generation to the next
only those stag beetles with the largest
‘antlers’ had succeeded over less endowed
rivals in winning the favours of choosey
females. His theory of sexual selection and
its application to most animals, including
humans, remained hugely controversial for
most of the 20th century and is still a matter
of debate and dispute by some today.
That sums up what catching the
‘beetle mania’ can do to you. Short of
such fanaticism however there is some
enjoyment to be gained around and about
here from identifying the common species
of larger beetles. In our gardens and houses,
they can be appreciated too. With minimal
exceptions beetles are our friends, preying
as they do on the unwanted pests.
That is all for this time. Comments and
questions always welcome to
ChrisBrown@rayshill.com
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Playing for England!
When I was at school it was my dream (never realised) to play football, rugby or cricket for
England. At about that time, one of our Hilltop villagers was living that dream and making
his international rugby union debut. When I asked Jim Hetherington if he would recount
his England days for Hilltop News, he (being his usual modest self) thought it might have
been too long ago to be of interest. I disagreed, and I hope readers will enjoy reading
about someone who played in an era when rugby union was played not for money, but
for the love of the game…Ed

T
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Germany – much to the chagrin of his rugby
loving Colonel!
In 1952, Jim went on to Cambridge
where he enjoyed playing soccer and rugby
for his college, Peterhouse. Two years on,
a fellow undergraduate told him about
an end-of-season charity rugby match
being played at Northampton. He said
they were short of a full back and invited
Jim to join them. He accepted – it was a
defining moment. After the match, the
Northampton captain, Don White, invited
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Jim Hetherington wearing the England red
rose (note no sponsor’s logo defacing the
famous jersey).

been and, at the last, he was even entering
the line in attack. Without him indeed,
England’s conquering effort forward,
the versatility and wonderful handling
of Butterfield and Robbins and the final
overpowering speed of Phillips, Thompson
and Jackson might easily have accounted
for nothing’
(Note: I have just found, on YouTube, a
short British Movietone News clip of that
match which includes in the commentary a
mention of Jim scoring a penalty goal…Ed)
The England side went on to
Continued

s

hroughout his early sporting career,
Jim found it difficult to decide
whether to concentrate on soccer or
rugby as he was much attracted to each.
Soccer was ‘in the genes’ as his father had
played football league matches for Everton,
one of the most famous clubs. Jim learned
his school rugby at Churchers College in
Hampshire where he eventually captained
the first XV. Then, in 1950, he enlisted
for National Service and found himself
captaining his regiment’s soccer team in

him to go for trials the following season.
Jim replied that he might, instead, be
aiming for a Cambridge soccer ‘blue’- and
received an unprintable response! Later
that evening, after several pints of best
bitter and a dodgy rugby song or two he
decided that rugby had a certain ‘edge’
over soccer: he should give rugby a go. He
did – and the rest is history, as they say.
So in 1954, Jim joined a very strong
Northampton ‘Saints’ team which
numbered several established internationals
such as Jeeps, Hosen, Sykes and Butterfield.
The Saints rarely lost a club match and, “so
as to keep warm and busy”, Jim developed
the role of attacking full back. His
experience with Northampton also served
to assure his selection for a Cambridge
‘blue’ in 1955 and a wonderful tour of
South America with an Oxford/Cambridge
side which defeated Chile and Argentina.
For the next couple of seasons, Jim
received regular invitations to England
trials and received a string of reserve cards
for internationals - but no cap! A Coventry
full back called Fenwick Allison was playing
well and keeping him out of the national
side. Jim has the Welsh team of 1958 to
thank for giving Fenwick a torrid time in
the England v Wales match – leading, at
last, to Jim’s first ‘cap’ and invitation to play
against Australia.
That was an extremely exciting and
well-remembered match with England’s win
coming in the closing minutes when winger
Peter Jackson touched down in the corner
to the acclaim of a huge Twickenham
crowd. “It is generally one’s first cap that is
best remembered and this was certainly no
exception”, recalls Jim. The next day, the
Manchester Guardian was to write:
‘Hats and cushions were in the air, the
cheers were deafening. Hetherington will
never play a finer game. His positioning
and fielding were faultless and he
kicked huge, flawless lengths for touch
repeatedly. He made the one crucial tackle
without which victory would not have
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beat Ireland that season to win the
championship. Jim went on to play all
four Five-Nations international matches
the following season to give him a total
of six ‘caps’ before he decided to retire.
He was only 28 but had received head
injuries that could, he was advised, affect
his future health and business career. “For
once, common sense prevailed, enough
was enough and I hung up my rugby boots
- and moved on to club cricket and tennis
instead!”
Rugby Union being a wholly amateur
game up until the 1980s, Jim earned no
money from playing for England (what
a contrast to today!). Jim graduated in
economics at Cambridge and spent some
years in industrial marketing before
becoming a management consultant. He
went on to build a career as a head-hunter
with Boyden International.
Jim Hetherington has lived in St
Leonards for the past 20 years and, with his
wife Sue, has been involved in many village
activities (including writing a long-running
series of local wildlife features for Hilltop
News). Thanks for the memories Jim…
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Charles Benjamin
Painter
1962 - 2017
Charles Painter was born in Coventry to
Jo and David Painter. He was born at home
in between nurse shifts. David stepped up
to the task to deliver his son: a favour that
Charlie paid back much later by solving all
of his father’s technology issues.

T

he family moved to Duffield,
Derbyshire so that Charlie could
attend Grammar school. On
completion, he joined the Merchant
Navy where the best of his stories were
formed - unfortunately none of which are
quite appropriate for Hilltop News! They
do, however, involve catching Russian
submarines sneaking into harbours; getting
into an argument with a US aircraft carrier;
fighting off Nigerian Pirates and stealing a
Portuguese generator!
Whilst in the Merchant Navy, Charlie
received some money for salvaging a
stricken boat in Cape Verde, which he
invested into a 1963 Series 2A Land
Rover. This turned out to be a worthwhile
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investment, as his two sons have been
restoring it for the last few years!
Back in Duffield, in 1985, the first time
Charlie overhauled the Land Rover, he
cut his hand badly. With no one qualified
around to help, Charlie called on his next
door neighbour, a young nurse, Heather
James. She tended his wound and took him
to hospital. To thank her, Charlie brought
the cheapest bottle of wine and treated
her to a game of dominos in the local pub.
This did not deter her and Heather James
became Heather Painter. They moved to
Long Marston in 1987, where two sons –
Benjamin and Alexander – soon followed.
The family then moved to Tring in 1992
and finally to Chivery in 2009. Charlie could
often be seen driving around the Hilltop
Villages in his beloved Land Rovers.
After returning from sea for good,
Charlie was persuaded by his father to
become involved with IT. Even back on
land Charlie never lost his love of boats,
whether a sailing boat or a kayak. He
was always furiously competitive and
determined. I remember going to watch a
race he had entered on a lake near Milton
Keynes. It was a foggy day and watching
from the bank we could not see a thing
– all we could do was listen to the shouts
of ‘starboard’. Charlie would not give up
on the race and I believe he finished very
strongly. He was much the same in life.
Charlie would not wish to be
remembered by his illness, but I find it hard
not to use it as a perfect mechanism to
describe his approach to life. Charlie had
strongly fought through fifty rounds of
chemotherapy, something virtually unheard
of and I remember an occasion when he
had started yet another round of chemo;
the nurse left the room and immediately
Charlie came out to help fit the engine into
the Land Rover!
Charlie would not let his illness defeat
him and took every opportunity to enjoy
life to the fullest. A great example of this is
that, two weeks before he passed away, he
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insisted the whole family went on holiday
to St Ives in Cornwall. These are some of
the best and happiest memories we have as
a family.
I leave you with a seafaring quote:
“O Captain! My Captain! Our fearful trip
is done, the ship has weathered every rock,
the prize we sought is won, the port is near,
the bells I hear, the people all exulting.”
Alex Painter
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Peter Mansfield
Sturges
1929 – 2017
Peter led a full, interesting and indeed
unusual life – often in the fast lane - and
those family members and friends who
came to say farewell from all over the
country in June had in their many different
ways been a part of that life.

P

eter’s father was a Rubber Planter in
Malaya and it was from there that
Peter was sent away to Radley from
where he went on to Sandhurst before
joining the 4th Hussars. A period of twenty
years followed which not only brought
Peter many great friends but also the hand
of the regimental Commander’s daughter,
Gillian, who was married to Peter for fifty
six years.
This was a time of considerable world
peace during which Peter and Gill were
in Germany, Aden, Malaya, Singapore
and finally in Germany again. A time of
friendship and excitement when skiing,
water skiing, camel racing and island
picnicking seemed sufficient to protect the
remnants of the Empire! Then to Wiltshire,
where Gill declared an ultimatum. She had
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had enough of a peripatetic army life and
wanted a home of their own.
Peter came out of the army and
joined Rank Xerox and in 1968 he and
Gill moved to the Hilltop Villages where
they lived for the remainder of their lives.
The Millhouse at Cholesbury, Kingswood
House at Swan Bottom and finally Craven
Cottage in St Leonards ensured a strong
local connection. In particular Peter loved
their time at Kingswood House where he
and Gill embraced ‘The Good Life’ keeping
sheep, cows, horses, pigs, chickens, dogs
and cats, not to mention the soft fruit
and vegetables. It was supposed to be a
commercial venture..!
For some years, a new-found hobby racing - became a serious part of Peter and
Gill’s life and took them to racecourses
all over England. Gill might have been
the owner of ‘Rustic Air’ and other horses
but Peter was definitely the manager
and several winners gave him enormous
pleasure.
Despite the unpredictability of horse
racing, Peter planned life meticulously - he
didn’t enjoy surprises! He felt comfortable
travelling in Europe rather than further
afield and he and Gill took their
grandchildren on a number of memorable
holidays. Initially a reluctant Grandpa,
Peter enjoyed hugely the company of his
grandchildren.
Having cared for Gill, who developed
Parkinson’s, for the last five years of her
life, Peter, already in poor health, seemed
to become more and more unwell and
from being the carer he became cared for.
His mind was always as sharp as ever but
in June of this year he had finally to give
in. His son, Hugh, who gave the tribute
finished by saying:
‘Army Officer, Personnel Manager,
Consultant, Smallholder, Racehorse
Owner, Carer, Friend to many – but
most importantly, husband, father and
grandfather. You were ready to leave us
and we shall miss you’.
Hilltop News

Hilltop News

47

V

V

CURVACEOUS COOK

V

100 Club
winners
Cholesbury Village Hall
August 2017
£25 - Liz Green, Cholesbury
£15 - Sylvia Watson, Hawridge
£10 - David Hawkes, Buckland Common

Indian style apple chutney

September 2017
£50 - Jef Bell, Cholesbury
£25 - Margaret Walton, Hawridge
£15 - Adam Salethorne, Bellingdon

A few years ago I was given this really easy and absolutely delicious, slightly different chutney recipe.
It is wonderful with cheese and cold meats, and actually pretty much everything!
Mix together:

For membership, please contact Brigid
Farmer on 758715, or email brigid.farmer@
gmail.com

500g grated raw apple
1 tsp dried turmeric
1” grated raw ginger
1 tsp salt

St Leonards Parish Hall

Leave mix for 15 minutes, and then add 200g brown sugar,
or jaggery (a solid sugar which you can get from ethnic shops)

June 2017
£50 – Mr K Walker, Buckland Common
£25 - Mrs A Lincoln. Buckland Common
£15 - Mrs E Firth, Buckland Common
£15 – Mrs S Wayne, Buckland Common
July 2017
£15 – Mrs G Ogden, Buckland Common
£15 – Mr G Lincoln, Buckland Common

Slowly heat together and sauté until the sugar is dissolved and thickening
Add:
1½ tsp ground roasted cumin
1 tsp chilli powder (as hot as you prefer)
Stir well, then when bubbles appear and the apples glisten, remove from the heat.
You can use straight away, but better bottled and left for a few months
(we have just opened one from three years ago and it is wonderful!)

August 2017
£25 – Mrs K Woodward, St Leonards
£15 – Mrs G Ogden, Buckland Common
£15 – Mrs C Henry, St Leonards

Always wash and dry your bottles thoroughly, and use new lids if there is any damage to them.
I put jars and lids into the oven for 20 minutes on 120 (or bottom oven of the Aga)
and fill as soon as they are not too hot to handle.

For membership, please contact the
Treasurer, Richard Leat on 758784.

V
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Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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Dear Diary
October 2017
6th

Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

11th Pub Lunch Club – The Black Horse – 12.30pm
16th WI Annual Meeting – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm
21st

WI Quiz Night – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

23rd Parish Council Meeting – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm
25th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

November 2017
3rd

Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

8th

Pub Lunch Club - The Black Horse – 12.30pm

17th Hort Soc AGM, Quiz/Supper – Cholesbury Village Hall – 7.30pm
20th WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm
21st

HCCPS AGM – Cholesbury Village Hall – 7.30pm

22nd Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm
24th Festive Wine Tasting – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8-10pm
27th Parish Council Meeting – Cholesbury Village Hall -8pm

December 2017
1st
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Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles
which are of general interest and relevance
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for
inclusion in the December/January edition
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne
Butterworth (Church Matters) by
10 November latest. Please note that
photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x
1,750 pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449
grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700
anne@churchcottage.eu
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250
annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882
info@michaelspark.com
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printer
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592
info@strongs-printing.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making
and is funded by advertising.
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Taylors Tools LTD
43-45 Hempstead Road, Kings Langley,Herts, WD4 8BS
01923 268355 www.taylorstools.co.uk
sales@taylorstools.co.uk

