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The front cover picture of our Vicar and 

Rector, the Reverend David Burgess, with 

a tiny child reminds me of these words 

from the prophecy of Isaiah. They are often 

read at Christmas because they speak of 

hope - the hope expressed in our prayers 

that through a little child God will lead us 

through our difficulties.

In the last few weeks people in the 
Hilltop Villages have responded in an 
unprecedented way to a call to prayer. 

This has been because 
David Burgess had a 
major operation in 
early November and 
will be out of action 
for several months. 
The four church 
congregations have 
committed to pray 
every day for David’s 
recovery and on the 

Opposite

We are grateful to children 
from Years 5 and 6 of our school 
for producing some artistic 
interpretations of the Christmas 
message for this edition of Hilltop 
News. Thanks also to Year 5 teacher 
Stacie Blackburn and Year 6 art 
co-ordinator Louise Smith for 
organising their classes.  

“... and a little child shall lead them.”

In this issue:

John Horn concludes his childhood 
memories

Lindsay Griffin concludes her history of the 
HCCPS

Betty Gomm remembered

Plus our regular features…

In his Nature Notes Chris Brown looks out 
for foreign invaders.

Our Curvaceous Cook serves up something 
quick and simple for Christmas.

…plus all the news from our churches, 
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.

The Hilltop News team 
wish you all a very 
merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year.

day itself our churches were open and 
candles lit. And we shall continue to pray 
for David’s health to be restored. 

Perhaps we can learn afresh from this 
that prayer should be an integral part of 
everyday life. As we approach Christmas 
let’s focus on the child in the manger and 
share the hopes of those whose lives he 
touched then and now. We may well be 
disappointed by the quality of leadership 
we see in the world today, but this little 
child came to offer something of a different 
order altogether. In him there is hope of a 
new beginning and a guide to lead us into 
the New Year. 

Do set aside a few quiet moments amid 
all the excitement of Christmas to pray for 
David, his wife Penny and their family, and 
for ourselves, that we might be renewed 
and ready for the days ahead. And may 
God bless us all.

Tony Eccleston 
(Licensed Lay Minister)
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
It has taken a little over two years and a 

great deal of persistence and is in large 

part thanks to Chairman, John Allen, but 

just before winter sets in we have seen 

extensive road repairs in the Parish. Rays 

Hill now no longer forces traffic into the 

centre of the road at a blind bend to 

avoid what was a deeply rutted surface. 

The large pitted surfaces on Jenkins Lane 

(particularly at the top of Gilberts Hill) have 

been resurfaced and pothole repairs are 

seemingly up to date. Even the triangle at 

Church Lane, Hawridge has been enclosed 

in granite setts and the road re-surfaced. 

Horseblock Lane and Hawridge Hill will 

receive the same treatment and I hope 

you’ll agree that it makes a huge difference 

to journeys along our rural roads.

It seems that both the New Local Plan 
(Chiltern District Council’s housing need 
plan to 2035) and plans for the merger 

of District and County Councils to one or 
more Unitary Authorities are both delayed: 
the first due to changes in guidance from 
central government about green belt and 
housing need calculations and the second 
lost within the cogs of Whitehall. However, 
whenever the wheels begin to turn again, 
the Parish Council will be waiting to respond 
with thoughts on how either plan will affect 
this Parish.

There are two half plots available at the 
allotments, should anyone be interested: 
rent £12.50 per annum for half a plot.

In a joint venture between Chiltern 
District and South Bucks District Councils 
there is now (launched 24 October) a 
new Chiltern & South Bucks lottery, with 

Your councillors are:

John Allen, Chairman: 758095

Nigel Blomfield, 758314

Chris Brown, 758890

Philip Matthews, 758205

John Minting, 758206

Francis Sanger, 758767

prizes up to £25,000 available with 
60% of proceeds going to support local 
good causes of your choice. Tickets 
cost £1 and are available at www.
chilternsouthbuckslottery.co.uk. Draws are 
weekly.

Households in Chiltern district with a 
food recycling service will soon receive an 
information pack about the benefits of 
food recycling, including introductory rolls 
of plastic bags to line kitchen caddies.  

At the same time, yellow stickers 
are being placed on rubbish bins to 
encourage residents to separate and 
recycle food waste. The council will now 
accept food waste wrapped in plastic 
bags and newspaper. The idea is to make 
this service easy and convenient by using 
bags you would find around the home 
and, with weekly food waste collections, 
food isn’t lingering in the rubbish bin 
for too long. Recycling your food waste 
has two environmental benefits. Firstly, 
the gases produced during reprocessing 
create energy. Secondly, the residue from 
this process produces fertiliser used in 
agriculture.

Finally, we would like to express our 
thanks to Judy Joseph, who stepped down 
from the Parish Council in October. Judy 
was the Parish Council’s representative 
on St Leonards Parish Hall Management 
Committee and the Rural Policing Group. 
We have been very fortunate to have a 

THE TURPIN CHARITY
The Charity is now receiving income 

from its investments and, therefore, is able 
to consider requests for assistance.

Income may be used to:
1.  Relieve persons who are in conditions 

of need, hardship or distress whether 
physical, financial or mental,

2.  Assist with the education and training of 
young people,

3.  Assist with the provision of residential 
accommodation,

4.  Assist with the provision of any other 
benefit.

Application forms can be obtained from 
the Trust’s new Clerk, Hayley Lewis on 
758843 and turpincharity@outlook.com

John Allen, Trustee (758095)

very strong response to our appeal for a 
new Councillor, with six possible candidates 
coming forward! The process of ‘co-opting’ 
(choosing) a new Councillor is in progress 
and I look forward to introducing our new 
Councillor in the next edition of Hilltop 
News. 

Any queries regarding the parish, please 
contact…Hayley Lewis, Clerk to the Council, 
758843 Email: parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

WENDOVER CHORAL 
SOCIETY  
‘A talented young woman is plucked from 
obscurity to replace an ailing soprano and 
becomes an overnight sensation’.

Milly Forrest, who performs with 
Wendover Choral Society singing 
Bach’s Christmas Oratorio on Sunday 9 
December, was an impoverished music 
student working as a part-time usher 
and turning pages for musicians at the 
Wigmore Hall. One night she received 
a phone call from the Artistic Director 
who had heard ‘good vibes’ about her 
voice and he asked her to stand in for 
the lead soprano. With only thirty-six 
hours’ notice a nervous but composed 
Milly pulled off a performance 
which music critics described as 
‘breathtaking.’ It’s well worth coming 
to hear her!

Email: info@wendoverchoralsociety.
co.uk  Phone: 01494 818935
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parents, who were invited to two sessions 
to understand the changes in the way the 
children will be taught.

A number of clubs have continued 
through the Autumn term. The JAM Club 
(Jesus and Me) continues to have good 
attendance throughout the school years. 
The Club is organised by the Parish of 
Great Chesham along with the school and 
volunteer parents and involves a number 
of games, activities, Bible stories and 
discussions. In line with this Windmills 
have been to visit St Leonards Church. The 
visit included a tour of the church as part 
of their ‘Understanding the World’ topic, 
a look at the stained-glass windows and 
the stories they tell and how the church is 
preparing for Christmas.

Football training for Years 5 and 6 girls 
has been introduced as well as the normal 
football sessions for all of Key Stage 2. In 
addition, Year 1 attended a Multi-Skills 
sports event at Chiltern Hills Academy and 
Year 5 took part in a football and netball 
tournament. Moving from sport, the 
children are visiting Tring Museum and the 
Roman Baths at Welwyn.

The children had a great surprise with 

Half term has been and gone and the 

children are already bringing home their 

Christmas card designs and orders for 

wrapping paper. There is nothing like 

a new school term to remind you that 

Christmas is around the corner. The PSA 

have been hard at work organising the 

Christmas Fayre on Saturday 2 December, 

which is open to everyone. The outing 

to The Elgiva for the whole school to 

watch the Christmas pantomime has been 

booked, the DJ is ready for a school disco, 

Key Stage 1 have started rehearsals for 

their Nativity and Key Stage 2 will be 

attending a full Carol service in Chesham.  

Though Christmas is coming there is 
still much work to be done at school 
and October and November have 

kept everyone busy. Parents, children and 
staff alike worked hard over two weekends 
to clear an area to facilitate a second 
Forest Schools outdoor learning area. 
Whilst everyone was there and armed with 
gardening tools, the pond area was also 
cleared. This work was supported by the 
£300 grant kindly given by Tricia Birchley 
through the Community Leaders Fund. 

Further from home Mrs Hughes, our 
Assistant Headteacher, has been taking part 
in a Mastery Maths specialist programme. 
This prestigious teacher exchange has 
involved a select 70 expert mathematics 
teachers from England focusing on maths 
with a partner school in Shanghai as 
part of a Maths Hubs programme. The 
purpose of the exchange is to develop 
the understanding and implementation 
of mastery approaches to teaching maths 
in our own and other local schools. The 
lessons she has learnt have been shared 
with the other teachers and also with 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOLTHE COUNTY COUNCIL

The Chilterns AONB 
has seen a glorious 
autumn and many 

of us have enjoyed 
walking and riding 
in our breathtaking 
countryside. Paul 
Maynard MP has written 
to the County Council in 
his capacity as a member of the Ministerial 
Roundtable on the Environment, with 
information about the HS2 Woodland Fund 
which was launched on 9 November. He is 
saying that up to 7 million trees and shrubs 
will be planted covering 900 hectares 
between London and the West Midlands 
and we must take advantage of this locally 
to preserve our landscapes.

In addition to this tree planting 
programme a second fund is available to 
local landowners to create new native 
broadleaf woodlands and enhance existing 
ancient woodlands, managed by the 
Forestry Commission on behalf of HS2. 
An initial £1 million of grant funding will 
be open to applications in January 2018. 
Landowners are being encouraged to 
discuss potential applications with the 
Forestry Commission: details at www.
forestry.gov.uk/england-hs2 . You can apply 
from up to 25 miles from the phase one 
scheme.

As you would hope, the County Council 
is working closely with Bucks Business 
First, councillors and its partners to assess 
the impact of Brexit on local industries. It 
has been matching up the percentage of 
EU passport holders in the workforce to 
see what effect any withdrawal of labour 
might have. Accommodation, domestic 
staff and restaurants rely most heavily in 
Bucks on this workforce. Chiltern makes 
a remarkable 29% contribution to the 
county’s exports: first being Medicinal and 

Pharmaceuticals which have a total import/
export value of £1.27 billion.

Wearing my Chairman’s hat, I attended 
a celebration of 100 Years of Women 
in Military Service at the new National 
Army Museum in Chelsea. I was pleasantly 
surprised to meet a Chesham company 
which has delivered leadership training for 
the Army since 2009. At Stowe School I saw 
Bucks Army volunteers and Cadets receive 
their awards from the Lord Lieutenant 
and, by contrast, a tea party for three local 
couples who were married in the same 
year as Her Majesty The Queen and Prince 
Philip.

Can I wish everyone a really super 
Christmas and a happy and prosperous  
New Year!

Tricia Birchley 01296 651823 
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

Various recent 
messages from 
TVP include advice 

that there tends to be an 
increase in burglaries at 
this time of year. Please 
remain vigilant and report any suspicious 
activity as soon as you can (101 or 999 if 
urgent). If you have a house alarm, ensure 
that it is set whenever you leave your 
property unoccupied and leave lights on if 
you are out during darker hours. The use 
of timer switches on lamps and radios may 
prevent a home from being targeted. Make 
sure that doors and windows are locked, 
many burglaries are opportunistic crimes 
where the offender has identified an open 
window or insecure door and has easily let 
themselves into your home. 

Shirley Blomfield (758314)  

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

In September Helen Price and Diana 
Mills demonstrated their knowledge 
and cookery skills. Pizzas were their 

subject and we learned of their history 
from Helen while Di was busy kneading 
dough and preparing toppings, making the 
preparation look very easy and answering 
questions as she worked. We all looked 
forward to their removal from the oven 
when we were able to sample the results 
and a Classic, a Marguerita and a Four-
cheese variety were all voted delicious!

The Annual Meeting took place in 
October on the evening of Storm Ophelia 
when during the day there had been a 
strange orange sky, but all went smoothly 
in the hall. We heard a review of the past 
twelve months’ activities from Sylvia Lee, 
that finances are healthy and Carol Henry 
gave her President’s Report. Members were 
reminded that a bursary is available to 
attend a course at Denman, the WI College 
near Abingdon.

Liz Firth brought along a large box of 
geranium cuttings from her garden which 
members were invited to take home with 
them. Liz gave a short talk on the plants 
and their care, the type of compost which 
they like and how to control slugs and 
snails damage. We learned that geranium 
jelly is easy to make and also delicious!

The Quiz Night on 21 October was very 
successful with ten tables being tested on 
their knowledge. Thanks to Francis Sanger 
who was Quiz Master and Hilary Sheppard 
who kept the scores. Funds raised will go to 
our charity for the year - Medical Detection 
Dogs.

For our December meeting we are to 
be entertained with Christmas Songs and 
Carols by the Hilltop Choir and then it 
will be into 2018. The first meeting of the 
year is on Monday 15 January. ‘Miss Soy’ is 
coming to talk about her hand-poured soy 
wax candles and give a demonstration. The 
wax is made from pure soybean to which 
natural fragrances are added, making 
the candles completely environmentally 
friendly. Miss Soy also sells candle making 
equipment. Do come along to find out 
more.

Carol Henry continues as our President 
and will tell you more about the WI, her 
number is 758435. 

The One Show’s Children in Need Rickshaw 
Challenge visit. Everyone was out on the 
drive to cheer the rickshaw on and hug 
and high-five Pudsey before he starts his 
journey North. As part of Children in Need 
they will all be coming to school dressed in 
spots for a day with all donations going to 
this great cause.

On a completely different front the 
school had Lego visit for a whole day 
of workshops and lessons for all of the 
school years. This was a great opportunity 
to develop the children’s learning in a 
different way – and they all finished the 
day with a Lego goody bag and a smile on 
their faces!

On behalf of everyone at the school, I 
thank you for the help and support you 
have been kind enough to offer to your 
small community school. To you, and your 
families, a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to everyone in the Hilltops.

James Morris
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
In this edition of Hilltop News, Lindsay 

Griffin will be concluding her fascinating 

history of HCCPS in this, our 50th 

anniversary year. Her archive has been full 

of interesting reminders of the early days, 

and below, she brings us up to date. Many 

thanks, Lindsay, for putting together this 

remarkable story. As before I will first deal 

with current matters . . . David Dennis.

50th Anniversary get-together
We were delighted in September to invite 
many past Chairs, committee members and 
helpers to a party at the Cricket Club to 
celebrate this important milestone. Many 
people attended who have contributed so 
much over the years that I was humbled 
to be alongside them, having only served 
a couple of years on the committee. It was 
particularly apt that Ron How, one of our 
earliest Chairs, was there along with Ann 
Knowles-Brown, widow of our very first 
Chair – Peter. She had travelled all the way 
from her home in Scotland to be with us, 
scooping up her two daughters, Lindsey 
and Clare, on the way! It would be rude 
to disclose anyone’s age in such a public 
forum as this, but suffice it to say that both 
Ron’s and Ann’s ages now both start with 
a nine! It was truly wonderful to see them 

both. There were many others present – 
too numerous to mention – and it was all 
testament to the dedication that so many 
people have shown in preserving our local 
environment.

More important than my few words 
of welcome on the night were two other 
speeches - firstly by Joan Walton, who 
chaired the very first meeting to launch the 
Society in 1967 and who reminisced about 
the early days, and secondly by Lindsay 
Griffin, whose work for the Society has 
been outstanding over many years. Her role 
was to thank Christine Stott for achieving 
a different milestone – having now been 
the owner of the Commons for all of 30 
years. In her speech, Lindsay drew attention 
to the difficult dilemmas which Christine 
faces on a regular basis and how fortunate 
we have been to have had her generosity 
and considered decisions, providing the 
community with an enhanced environment 
for people, plants and animals.

Such an event needs a lot of organising, 
and my thanks go to the HCCPS committee, 
and notably Brian Ralphs and Richard Vasey 
from the Cricket Club, who all worked hard 
in different ways to make it such a success. 
Particularly pleasing was that, as a result 
of a well-supported raffle, plus sales of 
specially designed anniversary mugs and 
some very generous donations, the event 
was run with absolutely no net cost to the 
Society – in fact we made a profit that 
can now be put back into funding more 
conservation work.

Forestry work and maintenance
Work has continued near the road to clear 
trees and scrub in order to open up the ride 
for the benefit of riders and walkers alike 
and James Joliffe has done an excellent 
job in cutting the grassland and bracken, 
as well as pushing back the brambles that 
would threaten to reduce the open areas 
if left unchecked. In addition, Pallett’s 
Pond has been cleared of the invasive 
plants that were in danger of completely 

covering the open water. This will continue 
to be necessary every couple of years, 
and doing it in the autumn allows the 
pond to settle down as a winter habitat 
for all kinds of hibernating wildlife. Some 
areas immediately around the pond are 
deliberately left fairly wild for the same 
reason.

AGM
As I write this, our AGM on 21 November 
has not yet taken place, so it would be 
wrong of me to anticipate any of the 
outcomes. However, one thing is known, 
which is that I have decided to stand 
down as Chair for personal reasons after 
just one year. This was not my intention 
when I stood for the role, and I very much 
regret having not been able to complete a 
full three-year term. However, I intend to 
stand again as a committee member, and if 
elected, will try to support the new Chair, 
the committee and the excellent work that 
Christine does, in any way that I can. It has 
been a pleasure and a privilege to lead 
the committee and to interact with many 
Society members over the last few months. 
And now, over to Lindsay . . .

HCCPS at 50
Faced with the situation in which animals 

were no longer grazed on the Commons, 

the Lord of the Manor and the new Society 

had to look for other solutions to keep at 

least some of the land free of scrub and 

woodland. The first initiative was to form 

Working Parties where local people were 

encouraged to volunteer their efforts. Joan 

Walton describes these early gatherings 

as cordial and well attended with locals 

such as Peter Knowles-Brown lending his 

tractor and Fred Penn his expertise in tree 

felling, as well as others pitching in making 

bonfires and so on.

The first task which the Working 
Parties undertook was to clear the 
ancient Drovers’ Path which runs 

across Hawridge Common from the bottom 
of Horse Block Lane to the top of Stoney 
Lane. (NB Most of the early routes crossed 
the Commons rather than running along 
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the top between Chesham and Cholesbury, 
since the Vale was often impassable until 
the pumping station was installed around 
1920 and the road built in the 1930s). 

However, despite the willing local 
helpers, there was still too much work 
to keep the scrub under control and 
Peter Knowles-Brown contacted the 
local Probation Service to enlist the help 
of some young offenders. These were 
largely young men who had to carry out 
Community Service as a penalty for traffic 
infringements and, although they may 
have lost their road licences, they were 
very happy to drive the tractor on the 
Commons. Peter also treated his boys to 
refreshments at the Bull at Bellingdon or 
to lunch at Braziers End. Apparently, the 
young men jokingly referred to themselves 
as the “Chain Gang” and they seem to have 
enjoyed their experiences. Unfortunately, 
we have no record of their names or of 
their recollections of these times.

The second initiative to keep on top 
of the scrub was a plan to re-introduce 
grazing to the Commons. Again Peter was 
the main driving force behind this plan in 
which those with Commons rights would 
collectively graze 20 head of cattle on 
the Commons and increase this to 40 over 
time. Peter had considerable support from 
Farmer’s Weekly and had funding approval 
from the County Planning Department 
for cattle grids on the main roads into the 
villages. The stumbling block was that these 
cattle would have been untended and, at 
that time, it was unlawful to enclose part 
or all of the Commons. So it would then 
have been the responsibility of the property 
owners surrounding the Commons to keep 
the cattle from straying onto their land. 
This would no doubt have been quite an 
expense for many of the local people and 
when a referendum was held it established 
that there was insufficient local support for 
the scheme to go ahead. 

Soon afterwards the new Society was to 
face a dilemma of another sort when Dutch 

Elm disease became prevalent and many of 
the elms on the Commons had to be felled 
for safety reasons, including a beautiful 
stand roughly opposite the Old Smithy.

Looking back over the 50 intervening 
years, today’s Society faces many of the 
same dilemmas now as they did then. We 
still need to work hard with Christine Stott, 
as the owner, to try to keep on top of the 
burgeoning growth if we are to keep some 
areas of the Commons open; we still have 
to deal with trees which become unsafe 
through age or disease; and we still have 
differences of opinion in the villages as 
to what is best for the various interest 
groups and for the wildlife. However, we 
are fortunate that all those years ago our 
predecessors had the foresight to set up our 
organization to meet these challenges and 
to have done so in a way which encourages 
so much local involvement in, and 
enjoyment of, our very diverse and special 
environment. 

How very different the Commons might 
have been without our Society and the 
dedicated work which local people  
have contributed over these  
50 years!

Lindsay Griffin 

CHOLESBURY CUM ST 
LEONARDS HORT SOC

This is the time of year when I review 
the progress of the garden. It is now 
20 years since I started creating one 

here. Many things have failed, many plants 
have reached their potential, some areas 
have been rethought but every season is 
different from the last.

What have been my star performers and 
which have underperformed this year?

Number one in the star list has to be 
anemone ‘White Swan’ – winner of Chelsea 
Plant of the Year in 2011. It has a beautiful 
white flower with a blue reverse and has 
been in flower under the roses since late May. 

Number two is a Eucryphia × 
nymansensis ‘Nymansay’. I planted 
this some years ago having seen it in 
Glendurgan. My conditions should not suit 
it but it is in a sheltered spot and flowered 
for the first time this year. It has a beautiful 
white flower with delicate red stamens, a 
little like a hellebore. It flowers in late July: 
well worth the wait.

Number three are the asters. They lasted 
a long time and looked particularly good 
with the grasses.

Number four would be our home-grown 
vegetables. Improved defences against 
predators of all sorts and regular watering 
in the early season meant that we have 
had a plentiful supply this year and may 
get a reasonable crop of purple sprouting 
broccoli for the first time since Derris Dust 
went off sale. I invested in some expensive 
green fine netting which has kept off the 
butterflies and the flies extremely well. 

On the other hand, a lot of early flowers 
seemed to go over very quickly, perhaps 
because it was cold and dry. Certainly the 
snowdrop display was short but sweet. The 
cooking apple blossom was badly hit by a 
late frost and a cold north/north-easterly 
wind. The yellow azaleas (rhododendron 
lutea) were very brief and later developed 

bad mildew. Only the yellow ones grow in 
my garden due to the underlying chalk. The 
aconites too, both the early flowering ones 
and those just flowered, needed cutting 
back too soon. The weeds in one border 
welcomed the dramatic reduction of two 
beech trees and flourished all summer long. 

For next year? A new design for the 
patio area behind the house, perhaps 
incorporating a water feature if I can 
find one suitable for a Chiltern hilltop. 
Hopefully there will be continued success 
with the vegetables now the defence 
mechanisms are in place. 

Sarah Tricks

WIGGINTON SHOP 
PLANS
Following the advice and support 
of the shop’s planning consultant, 
members of the shop’s committee had 
a pre-application planning meeting 
with Dacorum Borough Council at the 
end of October. Some further details 
are needed on the old scout hut that 
was once sited there, and its utilities, in 
order to move the discussion forward.

There is a lot of work going on behind 
the scenes, such as grant applications 
and preparation for a public exhibition 
to be held on 3rd and 4th February, 
where you will have the opportunity 
to see and hear more about the 
Wigginton Shop’s plans. The shop 
will be launching a share offer at the 
exhibition which gives you the chance 
to invest and become a member of the 
shop. More details will be shared over 
the coming weeks. 

In the meantime, you can follow the 
shop’s Facebook page (Wigginton Shop), 
or get in touch at wiggintonshop@
gmail.com or 07899 804634. 



14 Hilltop News Hilltop News 15

HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
Family Fun Day and 
awards evening
The Family Fun 
Day took place 
in September, as 
usual, to signal 
the end of the 
playing season.  
Fortunately, the 
weather held up 
well allowing for 
a full afternoon 
of lively activity, as colts and their 
parents knuckled down to some serious 
competition.

At the end of it all, it was time for 
the awards ceremony, as team coaches 
identified the most successful performers 
for the season past. They were:
 
U9 Batting - Zac Morris 
U9 Bowling - Tom Aston
U9 Most Improved Player - Billy Stenson
 
U10 Batting - Harry Brownsell
U10 Bowling - Robin Fisher
U10 Most Improved Player - Amelia 
Brownsell
 
U11 Batting - Henry Lloyd-Townsend
U11 Bowling - Jack Hill
U11 Most Improved Players - Noah Mycock 
and Freddie Moxom
 
U12 Batting - Dylan Griffiths
U12 Bowling - Maxi Maintzer
U12 Most Improved Player - William Akers 

U13 Batting - Alex Morris
U13 Bowling - Ted Smare
U13 Most Improved Player - Billy Grief-King
 

In addition to these well-deserved awards, 
the U11 team won their Bucks U11 League, 
after having won the Bucks South Division 
3 U10 League in 2016. We will be watching 
closely to see how they perform in 2018, 
under the excellent guidance of coach 
James Morris.

Under 11 Bucks League Champions!

All U8 players were awarded medals for their 
excellent performances.

Seniors Awards
At the Seniors Awards evening, particularly 
pleasing was the number of “emerging” 
seniors who have been recognised for their 
contributions. This bodes well for the club! 

League Batting - Sean Robinson
League Bowling - Alexis Shead
League Fielding - Charlie Barker

Friendly Batting - James Cath
Friendly Bowling - Digger Reading 
Friendly Fielding - Sam Hames

Most Improved Player - Ferdi Maintzer
Club Member of the Year - Steve Drane

Club member of the year: Steve Drane 
receives his award from President Trafford 
Matthews

A special mention must be made of the 
contribution from Alexis Shead who, in a 
league match, snared 7 wickets for 15 runs 
against neighbours Ballinger. This won him 
the Mid Bucks League Division 1 Bowling 
Award for 2017.

Season finale
In the last friendly match of the season 
against Pimlico, Ferdi Maintzer became the 
fourth club teenager to score a half-century 
for the club in 2017, whilst playing in a 
senior match. Ferdi ended up with 85 not 
out, helping H&C to a well-deserved win. 
Others to achieve this feat are Luke Barker, 
Charlie Barker and Sam Hames. Well done 
guys!

Peter Seagrave

On Friday 27 October several older 
members of H&CCC joined a 
well-attended memorial service 

for Peter Seagrave, who died recently 
at the age of 78. Peter lived locally in 
Shire Lane before moving to Lincolnshire 
due to work commitments. He played 
for the club in the 1980’s and was an 
outstanding chairman in the late 1980s 
and early 1990s. Together with his wife, 
Mary, they made everyone connected 
with the club, including wives and 
friends of members, feel very welcome.

Peter was an excellent communicator 
and spoke a number of languages.  
Early in his career he worked behind 
the Iron Curtain and is believed to have 
assisted MI6.

Upcoming events
26 December:  Boxing Day Hunt
25 January:  AGM in the Pavilion at 8pm

All news, photos and more can be 
found on the club website, which is 
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com. 
The club also has a Facebook Page and 
Twitter Account.  

Brian Ralphs
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HOSPICE NEWS 

As Christmas 
approaches, 
our thoughts 

turn to all things 
festive - a time for 
celebration but also 
for reflection and 
a chance to remember those who are no 
longer with us.

You can remember and celebrate 
someone special this Christmas by pledging 
your support for The Hospice of St Francis 
annual ‘Light up a Life Appeal’. Light up 
a Life gives everyone who has lost a loved 
one the chance to dedicate a light in their 
memory on a special Tree of Remembrance 
standing in the beautiful Hospice grounds.

Christmas Carol Concert
Come and sing your heart out at the 
first ever Christmas Carol Concert in 
the stunning surroundings of St Albans 

LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP

Our final talk of 2017, 
‘Buckinghamshire in the Civil 
War’, is on 

Friday 1st December. 
We have invited back 
Stephen Barker, whose 
specialty is military history 
relating to Bucks and 
Oxfordshire and who gave 
an excellent talk on the Oxon and Bucks 
Regiment during WW1 last year.

The people of Buckinghamshire played 
an important part during the English Civil 
War, primarily on the Parliamentarian side. 
Nevertheless there were also pockets of 
Royalist supporters across Bucks and the 
relative short distance from the Royalist 
capital at Oxford meant that conflict 
was constant and widespread, including 
skirmishes in the proximity of Chesham, 
Missenden and Wendover. The talk will 
cover the political and military context, 
feature characters such as John Hampden, 
major events such as the Battle of Aylesbury, 
but also touch on personal stories, 
anecdotes and legacies relating to those 
caught up in the actions.

Looking ahead to January, on Friday 
5th we welcome back Tony Eaton, a very 
popular speaker, who has a special interest 
in unravelling the unresolved mysteries 
of World War 2 with a new talk entitled 
‘Invasion 1940 – What If?’ In recent years 
there have been a number of films and TV 
dramas portraying a Britain that has been 
invaded by Nazi Germany. Tony Eaton will 
seek to untangle the theories and myths 
surrounding the fascination with this 
fictional alternative history. 

On Friday 2 February our talk is ‘The 
Russells and Chenies Palace’ with Nicola 
Allen, who is archivist for the Bedford 
Estates which includes Woburn Abbey and 
Chenies Palace. More on this next time.

All meetings take place at St Leonards 
Parish Hall. Please arrive at 8pm for a 
prompt 8.15pm start.

If you are new to the area, have just not 
got around to coming along before, or for a 
while, why not try out one of our meetings. 
For Visitors it is just £4 at the door. 
Membership is £10 for the whole season 
and is great value, providing eight evening 
meetings, normally on the first Friday 
of the month, plus a newsletter, other 
member events and access to our archive of 
photographs and documents  
about the history of the  
houses, people and events  
in the Hilltop Villages. 

Chris Brown (758890)  
localhistorygroup 
@cholesbury.com

Cathedral and Abbey at 3pm on Sunday 
17 December. The historic Cathedral will 
be the setting for a magical afternoon 
of popular carols and performances from 
Harpenden Choral Society and Sir John 
Lawes School Choir. Tickets, priced from £9, 
are available from the Cathedral website 
stalbanscathedral.org or from the box 
office on 01727 890290.

Santa Dash
Join the Hospice to celebrate a decade of 
dashing on Sunday 10 December alongside 
hundreds of Santas descending  on 
Riverside, Hemel Hempstead,  for  its 10th 
annual Santa Dash! Be one of the throng 
of Santas of all ages who’ll walk, scoot or 
sprint the 2.5-mile route, before receiving 
a shiny medal, mince pie and well-deserved 
hot drink. Register now at www.stfrancis.
org.uk/santadash 

For more details on the above and other 
Hospice events visit www.stfrancis.org.uk or 
phone 01442 869555.
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AGM
Come and find out how you can offer 
something to your local community on 
Tuesday 5 December, 2.30pm at Cholesbury 
Village Hall. Join us for a cup of tea and 
hear about the activities of the Good 
Neighbours Group over the past year. Find 
out about the help that is available to those 
needing advice and support living locally.

Severe Weather Car Scheme 
Firstly, a big thank you to the locals who 
volunteer with 4x4 vehicles (or with winter 
tyres fitted) to support the Car Scheme, 
which will again be operating during 
periods of severe weather. The idea came 
from a severe winter some 5 or 6 years ago. 
Since running the scheme we have seen a 
sequence of milder winters but we know 
our luck with relatively mild winters will 
run out sometime.

The aim is to provide our rural 
community with enhanced resilience if the 
winter weather is severe and prolonged. 
Its purpose is to help local people who 
cannot get about or are nervous driving 
in tricky conditions to get to medical 
appointments, restock essential food 
supplies, collect an urgent prescription or 
other essential errands. If there is a major 
snowfall during the day we could also 
‘rescue’ stranded villagers at local stations 
or near the villages. If weather conditions 
prevent social services reaching a client and 
near neighbours are not available, then 
volunteers may also be able to help with 
certain vital tasks. 

Volunteer drivers will respond as needed 
between 9am and 7pm and there is a 
special telephone number to use to contact 
the scheme coordinators: 0845 8 735 737. 
So keep this number handy by the phone 

Good Neighbours Group
or, if out and about, on your mobile.

If you consider yourself community-
spirited and have a suitable vehicle we 
would really like to hear from you. The 
more drivers we can call on the better 
prepared we will be and we can also share 
out any demands across a larger group. 
Please draw the Scheme to the attention of 
anyone you know who might benefit.

Gentle exercise classes
 The key to feeling better and living 
better is staying active. Don’t worry if 
you’ve not done much for a while; these 
strength exercises are gentle, can even be 
done seated if necessary, and are easy to 
follow. Exercises for seniors can prevent 
cardiovascular disease, delay the onset 
of diabetes, diminish the symptoms of 
depression, improve mental health, relieve 
the pain from arthritis and reduce the risk 
of falling or, if a fall occurs, speed up the 
ability to recover.

A new six-week course of ‘Gentle 
Exercises for Older Adults’ starts on 
Wednesday 17 January. The course costs 
£28.50. Each session is from 11 to 11.45 am. 
It’s fun and friendly and you can sit down or 
hold on to a chair if you need to! Do come 
to Cholesbury Village Hall and give it a try. 
You can start on any Wednesday as courses 
normally run on back-to-back. 

The classes are run for Chiltern DC using 
a qualified exercise tutor. You can just turn 
up just before the start time, but for further 
information on the classes please contact 
Elayne Hughes on 07880 975 100 or email 
elayne.hughes@gll.org.

You can contact the Good Neighbours 
Group by email: goodneighbours@
cholesbury.com or telephone 758890.    

Chris Brown
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We continue to think and pray for David 

following his major operation and in his 

absence Deiniol Heywood, our Area Dean, 

has kindly sent this message:

So this is Christmas. Remembrance 
Sunday seems to mark the day when 
Christmas adverts take over the 

television, and everything gets unavoidably 
“Christmassy”. This year perhaps we can 
take a little time for Advent. As David 
recovers from his operation perhaps this 
waiting time of Advent reflects both his 
experience and the church’s experiences 
this year.

Advent has similarities to Lent. It 
is a time of penitence, reflection and 
preparation, as we look forward to the 
great feast of Christmas.

What might Advent mean to you? 
Well, if you are going to maintain your 
excitement in Christmas through the 
commercial and marketing deluge that 
sweeps us off our feet, you might just find 
you need a bit of Advent. In church the 
music sets the tone. Advent hymns can be 
joyful and triumphant, but they are also 
more reflective than the Christmas Carols 
to come. 

Advent is a time of waiting, but waiting 
is both a valuable and useful skill, and 
Advent gives us a good opportunity to 
practise it. As presents mount under the 
tree so we wait for the pleasure of opening 
them.

The Christian story of salvation is one 
that takes place in time—the world had 
to wait, as the prophets understood, for 
salvation. When we wait at Advent it 
helps us remember that Jesus came into a 
world that moves and changes, ebbs and 

flows. We wait, too, for the things that are 
important in our lives. Sometimes our hopes 
are realised. Sometimes they are dashed. 
But our hope in God, like Christmas itself, is 
reliable and clearly signposted.

It’s not adverts, tinsel and flashing lights 
that signpost God, but every act of love in 
which we share. Those are the moments 
when we come close to him who comes 
close to us at Christmas. Christmas, for all 
the glitz and razzmatazz, is at its heart 
a very intimate festival. As intimate as a 
baby on a mother’s breast. We need to 
work out how we respond to this baby that 
comes into the world. A king in a manger, 
powerless yet the hope of the nations, poor 
but rich in love for his people.

How do we prepare for that moment of 
meeting this baby? How do we prepare to 
meet those who are poor, powerless and 
homeless today, this Christmas time? How 
do we discover what it means to live a life 
of costly love, as Jesus did?

All these things take time  
and prayer to discover.  
Take time this Advent  
to work them out.

My good wishes  
this Christmas.
Deiniol

A Christmas message…
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f r o m  t h e  r e g i s t e r s
ST LEONARDS

Burial
27 September 2017 - Evelyn Roe 

6 October - Sarah Elizabeth Harris

Burial of Ashes
28 September 2017 - Dorothy May Brown

4 October 2017 - Ernest Arnold Jones

C h u r C h  m a t t e r s

ChoLesBurY  

We have 
already 
welcomed 

two visiting ministers 
to lead our services 
during David’s sick 
leave. Our thanks go 
to Alan Davies from Chesham and David 
White from Northchurch for accepting our 
invitations.

Many people in the parishes were 
amazed to learn that John Paxton has 
played the organ in the Hilltop Villages for 
fifty years! In recent years he has played 
regularly at Cholesbury’s Matins and we 
honoured him during October’s service. 
Daphne always accompanies him and she 
is a welcome member of our congregation. 
John further amazed us when we learnt 
that he was self-taught, although his 
son Martin had proper tuition and now 
continues the family tradition.

John is Chesham born and has made a 
huge contribution to the town, playing in 
many churches, providing music for more 
than 200 weddings and 400 funerals. He 
is an Anglican who also plays regularly for 
Trinity Baptist church and in 1948 he was 

choir master at Ashley Green. John chose 
the hymns for us at a shared service on 
Sunday 15 October and the congregation 
from all three parishes sang with 
enthusiasm. Thank you, John. 

This was the same day as the Shoe Box 
service when Christmas presents for families 
in Eastern Europe were brought to church 
for despatch by Rotary International. 

haWriDge

our Harvest 
Festival service on 
24 September was 

full of young families 
and children who took 
part in the story of the 
harvest and delighted all 
those in Church. Thank 
you to everyone who came and all those 
who decorated the Church so appropriately 
for this very special service. 

That evening we hosted the joint 
Harvest Supper with Cholesbury Church. It 
was well attended with lots of generously 
donated produce for the auction and 
fabulous home-cooked food, thanks to 
Shelagh England and her trusty helper, 
Linda. The auction was a great success due 
to the auctioning skills of James Watson 
and Sue Williams, enabling us to send 
donations of £100 each to The Leprosy 
Mission, Church Urban Fund, The Children’s 
Trust and the Hospice of St Francis.  

On 29 October the joint Four Parish 
Service was held at St Mary’s with guest 
speaker Christina Burrows from The Hospice 
of St. Francis, a wonderful and incredibly 
important local charity which benefited 
from the collection totaling £86.60.

Ivor Cornish led our ‘All Souls Service’ on 
Sunday 5 November where we welcomed 
old and new faces in an afternoon service 
of reflection to remember those who are 
no longer with us. 

Looking forward to our Christmas 
services, the Christingle will take place 
on Sunday 3 December at 9.30, and our 
Christmas Eve carol service will be, as usual, 
at 5.30pm. Everyone is welcome to this 
lovely, traditional family service of carols 
and readings - a great way to get into 
the spirit of Christmas. Parking is always a 
lottery, as is getting a seat - so get there 
early!

We will be carol singing again in The Full 
Moon just before Christmas and details of 
timings will appear via Grapevine, but if 
you do not subscribe and would like to be 
kept informed please phone 01494 757059. 

Our ever-popular 15 minute ‘Short & 
Sharp’ service will return on Sunday 7 
January at 9.30am celebrating Epiphany 
and the New Year. Please do come along 
even (especially!) if this isn’t your usual 
Sunday morning activity - always nice to see 
new faces.

Following the huge success of last 
year’s ‘12 Days Before Christmas Raffle’ 
this year we are going one better with 13 
Days! One lucky person will win ALL the 
goodies on offer, so generously donated by 
our parishioners and friends of Hawridge 
Church. You can buy tickets via many 
different routes so please see the separate 
advert for details. This year the money will 
be used specifically to help the lovely ladies 
who keep the Church clean by giving them 
their very own Christmas present - a brand 
new Dyson to make light work of this 
weekly chore!

John and Daphne Paxton

Common Worship services include The 
Peace, when we have a special time to talk 
and greet each other during worship. This 
seemed the ideal opportunity and eighteen 
boxes were taken up to the altar. Thank you 
to all who donated including those who left 
the boxes in the church.

We have made our preparations for 
Christmas at Cholesbury Church and invite 
you to our two Christmas Services:

Sunday 10 December at 6pm:  Candlelit 
Carols with mulled wine

Christmas Day at 10am:  Parish 
Communion
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st LeoNarDs

You are all most welcome to 
join with us in celebrating 
Christmas. Our 

little church will 
be warm and 
welcoming and 
decorated with 
candles, greenery and lilies, and we’d love 
to see you.   Please bring family and friends! 
Christmas Services:
Midnight Communion – Christmas Eve 
11.30pm
Christmas Day – Family Service 11am

St Leonards Service of Remembrance 
was held on Sunday 12 November. The 
occasion was shared with Cholesbury and 
Hawridge and wreaths were laid by James 
Nisbet on behalf of all three armed forces 
and by the Wardens on behalf of the three 
Hilltop Churches. It was lovely to have so 
many people in the congregation to mark 

an event, which must never be forgotten, 
and as we gave thanks for those in our 
Community and indeed elsewhere who had 
died in either of the two World Wars, we 
remembered as well those fighting now for 
freedom in so many countries of the world. 
Revd. David White kindly led the service.

There was a cold wind blowing as 
the wreaths were laid and there was a 
poignancy about the pure sound of the 
young Sea Cadets’ bugles as they rang out 
around the War Memorial. We are most 
grateful to them for coming. The Buglers 
were PO Mike Jefferies, AC William Hold, 
AC William Townsend and they were 
accompanied by Cdt. Cpl Harry Clack. Our 
thanks to James for organising this.

On Wednesday 6 December James 
Nisbet, one of our churchwardens, has 
invited the Reception Class at the School 
to come and visit the church to see how 
we prepare for Christmas. There will be 
good things to eat in the Church Room 
afterwards! Barbara Baddon, who leads the 
Sunday School, will be there to help.

Do join us for the Nativity at 3.30 on 
Sunday 10 December.  Barbara Baddon is 
organising this wonderful occasion, so if you 
have any little people – they don’t have to 
be Sunday-Schoolers – or indeed friends of 
your children who would like to be a part 
of this, please contact her on 757238. The 
beautiful costumes worn by the children 
were made by the late Maureen Newall and 
they contribute enormously to the telling of 
the Christmas story.

On Tuesday 5 December Little Bears, 
their teachers, parents, grandparents and 
carers are all coming to talk about the 
meaning of Christmas. As ever Charlie, who 
is prone to disappearing at the beginning 
of the service, plays a star role! The children 
love him!

You are all most welcome to join us for 
the Carol Service on Sunday 17 December 
at 6pm. The Hilltop Choir is again very 
kindly singing for us and it is wonderful to 
see the expertise of people who may not 
have even known they could sing! We are 
most grateful to them.

The Christmas Tea-Party will take place 
on Wednesday 20 December – a happy 
gathering of old, young and new friends 
just before Christmas. We meet as usual at 
3pm, spend a few minutes in Church while 
Richard Charles talks most interestingly 
about the meaning of one of the well-
known Carols. Over the last few years since 
Richard has been doing this we have all 
learned a lot about words and music we 
have always taken for granted. We then 
go into the Church Room for a delicious 
Christmas tea of mince pies and Christmas 
cake! Do join us – it’s a very special occasion 
– and just let us know if you would like a 
lift. Please ring Anne Lake (01296 620169) 
or Anne Butterworth (758700). We’d be 
delighted to help.

The next Tea Party is on Wednesday 24 
January.

We don’t meet for Breakfast in 
December as it’s Christmas Eve! However, 
do come and join us on Sunday 28 January 
when we look at the year that lies ahead 
and wonder what it will bring us.

Service of Remembrance

a Christmas Prayer

Preparing is one of the great 
themes of Advent, and looking 
and listening are two of 

the most precious aspects we have 
been given as our journey unfolds. 
Whether it’s looking at the vivid 
stars in a sky so dark it is ablaze, or 
listening to raindrops dripping on 
the roof, the sight and sounds from 
where I’m standing are a true gift 
to me. They are a way of receiving 
more of God as we become entwined 
with creation, her times and seasons, 
colour and decay, struggle and all 
her joy. We can choose to rush or to 
be still and allow all our senses to be 
immersed into eternal treasure, held 
by a pearl in every passing moment.

Pray that as you look and listen day 
by day, drawing closer to Bethlehem 
and preparing for the birth of Christ, 
you may both see the sights and 
hear the sounds of the outcasts, the 
suffering, and the abused. If we’re 
not listening, we can settle in the Inn 
of complacency and miss the cry of 
the stable. The cry of life newborn 
and the eternal, of Emmanuel, God 
with us and of Christmas, every 
moment, of every day.

Remember that word, Prepare, and 
surround it with images of precious 
things you have encountered.

Have a really lovely Christmas and 
every blessing for 2018.

Peggy Sear, Parish Secretary
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Betty Gomm
1927 to 2017 

Betty was born and brought up in a 
small village on the moors in West 
Yorkshire, very close to Haworth, 

where the Brontë sisters lived. Friends here 
today will know that Betty spoke scarcely 
at all about her childhood and original 
home, preferring to focus on her life after 
marrying Bert in 1955, establishing a home 
in Buckland Common, where she spent her 
entire married life, and bringing up her 
daughters, Alison and Helena.

What we do know is that she was very 
bright – her brother described her as “the 
scholarly one” – but that there was no 
question of pursuing higher education: it 
was wartime, and in any case the family 
could not have afforded it. Instead, she 
joined the Land Army and continued 
working in agriculture until her marriage. 
This is what brought her south: she was 
posted first in Hungerford, and went on to 
work in Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire. 

Although she had no further paid 
employment after her marriage, Betty was 
not suited to idleness. In her role as wife 
and mother she would not countenance 
convenience food and made everything 
from scratch. She cultivated the large 
garden at The Old Britannia, growing 
fruit and vegetables. She also made all 
the girls’ clothes. As they grew older, it 
was sometimes frustrating when they 
wanted to buy attractive teenage fashions 
and Betty would examine the seams and 
refuse, saying that she could make similar 
garments much better herself.  

Once her daughters were at school, 
Betty had more time to devote to the 
village, where she became involved in the 
Horticultural Society and later the Local 
History Group, which she and Bert helped 
to set up. She was a founder member of the 
Chesham & District Natural History Society 
in 1964 and was also a keen member of 
BBOWT. Her first passion was wildflowers, 
but she and Bert also developed an interest 
in birds. 

Liz Firth recalls: “I first met Betty soon 
after Charles and I moved to Buckland 
Common 40 years ago. At this time Bert was 
Chairman of the Parish Council and Betty 
the Clerk, so there wasn’t much they didn’t 
know about our new village surroundings. 
Betty and I soon found we had a love of 
all things countryside. She showed me the 
local reserves and the best places to find 
wildflowers. Some of the best memories 
involve the group of friends which became 
known in the village as the Wednesday 
walkers”.

When Bert retired in 1977, they had 
the freedom to travel and made many 
interesting trips. At first, Betty could not 
conquer her fear of flying, so when they 
first set out to visit Helena, who was 
working in Japan, they had to go by train 
and boat. Their trip on the Trans-Siberian 
Express was one of the highlights of the 
expedition – and a fund of anecdotes. 

They made friends wherever they went, 
including in Russia and Czechoslovakia, 
and there was always the possibility that 
young Australian travellers whom they had 
met on the train would turn up at The Old 
Britannia. 

As they grew older, Betty knew that 
The Old Britannia and its garden would be 
difficult for them to manage and pressed 
for a move somewhere nearer a town. Bert 
dragged his heels, because he loved the 
house. In the end, he died while still living 
in Buckland Common and two years later 
Betty moved to Chesham. Although she was 
now in the town, her garden backed on to 
a field and Betty enjoyed feeding the foxes. 
She even had a tame deer who would 
accept apples from her hand. In Chesham 
Betty made important new friendships 
while retaining her strong links to the 
Hilltop Villages. 

Betty spent the last four and a half years 
of her life in the Leonard Pulham Nursing 
Home, when osteoarthritis meant she could 

no longer manage independently. The staff 
at the home welcomed her at this new 
stage in her life, enjoying her humour. It 
was only in her last six weeks that Betty 
became increasingly frail. The end when it 
came was peaceful.
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It remains a disappointment that only three 

out of potentially six of our pubs are open. 

Nevertheless, two of the trading pubs are 

going from strength to strength – each in 

its own unique way.

Since the Old Swan’s kitchen crew, 
led by Aarron, has been stable for 
well over a year, the consistently 

high standard of food service has been 
maintained. There will be a Christmas menu 
in place daily from 5 December through to 
Saturday 23rd except for Sundays’ regular 
menu and Mondays, when there is no food 
service - but be aware that the Christmas 
menu will only be available if you book 
it in advance. Otherwise, you can choose 
from the a la carte menu. The familiar 
Wednesday midweek special, the Thursday 
steak night, and the recently introduced 
Friday “hearty comfort food” will continue 
to feature.

Although plans for New Year’s Eve and 
into January have not crystallized yet, it can 
be expected to follow the same lines as last 
year with a sit-down dinner. Jane says to 
“watch this space”.

Since moving into private hands as a 
free house, the Black Horse Inn has been 
wonderfully reinvented as a serious venue 
for good food and interesting events. It is 
an exemplary case showing what a pub can 
be given effective management and a sense 
of what your target clientele wants. Their 
intense level activities enable the pub to 
employ nearly 30 full and part time people.

Food service is available every day 
except Monday, and the extension until 
8pm on Sunday has been a success. The 

Christmas menu will run from 5th – 23rd 
December, and is available to see on www.
blackhorsechesham.co.uk and on Facebook, 
where you can also download their booking 
form.

In the bar, new additions include 
‘61 Deep’ which is carbonated pale ale. 
Also, ‘Revisionist’ craft lager has been 
introduced.

There are eight special events scheduled 
for December. Films at 2pm on 16th and 
23rd December will be held especially for 
children in the barn, and a Lego Day will 
run in the afternoon of the 29th.  

Seasonal events will be the Quizmas 
Jumper Party on the 17th, Carols by 
Candlelight with the Chess Valley Male 
Choir on the 19th and the Black Horse 
Christmas Party on the 22nd. Flashback 
Friday on the 1st and Vegan Dining on 
the 13th round out the special events in 
December.

The website mentioned above is of top 
quality and is kept up to date. Full details 
of all the special events can be found by 
clicking the ‘What’s On’ button to open the 
relevant pages. Since events in January have 
not been scheduled, you can learn about 
them from the web site in due course.

A time would have to come when we 
could report that there has been progress 
made at the Full Moon. George Browning 
has arrived as chef to run the kitchen. Every 
report about the quality of the food since 
he took charge has been full of praise: 
long may it last. In keeping with modern 
tradition, there will be the usual Boxing 
Day Breakfast this year on 26 December 
beginning at 9am. On 9 December, Numbers 
the Band will be performing from 8pm.

Winter pub news
Progress on bringing the White Lion 

back to life as a popular pub has been 
stymied by the discovery of structural 
defects that had not been previously 
identified. New owner, Mandy, has engaged 
a structural engineer and an architect to 
analyse the existing condition and map 
out the way forward. Unless there is an 
unexpected need to get planning approval, 
work should begin in earnest in the new 
year. In the meantime, they are clearing out 
debris from loft and wall spaces. The local 
government and planning officials have 
remained in touch with the progress being 
made toward restoring the pub to viable 
trading condition.

Two planning applications were 
registered pertaining to the immediate and 
long-term future of the Bull public house 
in Bellingdon. Application CH/2017/1434/FA 
was given conditional approval to operate 
the Bull as a nursery until the end of 2018 
when it is required to revert to use as a 
public house. Application CH/2017/1361/
FA is a much more complex request to 

extend the building to provide a dedicated 
restaurant space and to build a separate 
nursery in what is Green Belt and Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty land. At the 
time this was written, the Chiltern District 
Council Planning Committee had made no 
decision.

The destiny of the Rose and Crown is 
difficult to ascertain. Although an offer of 
a leasehold for use as a public house can be 
found with an Internet search, the agents 
no longer show it as one of the properties 
they are offering on their website.

Bill Ingram
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Whilst some of these protection 
measures are aimed at protecting 
wildlife from the excesses of 

humans, a significant element is aimed at 
protecting indigenous wildlife from foreign 
invaders. Not to mention more aggressive 
domestic species, which have also benefited 
from the more recent impact of climate 
change, and are increasingly encroaching 
on the territories of more fragile plants or 
animals. In either case the incumbents find 
they are vulnerable to being crowded out 
or succumb to predation. 

Coincidentally, I had been reading a 
book by Richard Mabey who had come 
across accounts from the last century 
illustrating that anxiety about invasion by 
alien species is a much older phenomenon. 
It does though also seem to peak at times 
when there is already a threat to the 
population or national crisis. Whilst Britain 
was still under threat of invasion from Nazi 
Germany and there were severe shortages 
of food, the population, inspired by stories 
and understandable government-inspired 
propaganda, was anxious about subterfuge 
perpetrated by foreign agents seeking to 
undermine the morale of the population. 

Early on during the War a giant puffball 
was found under an oak tree in Kent. 
Despite the familiarity country folk would 
have had with the sight of the beach 
ball-sized fungus it seems it was initially 
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The seeds of our  
own destruction

mistaken as a new type of German bomb. 
In a quirk peculiar to that age the puffball 
was put on display to raise funds for the 
war effort, under the title ‘Hitler’s Secret 
Weapon’.

Even after the War an account in a 
provincial newspaper could still cause 
hysteria. In 1948 a story emerged that, 
during the war, an extraordinary ensemble 
of unusual plants had been discovered 
growing in remote countryside near Box 
Hill, Surrey. However, as a report written 
for the local newspaper had been subject 
to a D-notice, news of the incident had 
been suppressed. It was subsequently 
revealed that back in 1943 two botanists 
had identified over thirty species, none 
previously known to inhabit this country. 
Suspiciously, the plants were closely 
related to well-known British wild flowers; 
including several varieties of foxglove, 
woad, motherwort, scurvy grass, and 
elfdock – a European doppelganger for our 
dandelion. 

Adding to the hysteria, the locality, a 
large hole in the ground, was suspected to 
be no normal depression. Once the Daily 
Mirror got hold of the story the rumours 
rapidly evolved into a matter of national 
interest. The paper added further fuel 
to the story by speculating that the hole 
was in fact a bomb crater, the result of a 
device that had been dropped during the 

height of the Blitz. Furthermore, it was 
suggested it had been a secret mission 
by the Nazis: the purpose of which was 
to deposit poisonous varieties that were 
indistinguishable alternatives of our 
favourite and wholly harmless native 
species. Unsurprisingly, it subsequently 
turned out there was a much simpler 
explanation. The seeds had been planted 
innocently by a local man. No explanation 
was given for the purpose but the alien 
species continued to hang on for many 
years. 

After WW2 and through to the late 
1970s the Cold War heightened risk of 
nuclear war and the dawning of the space 
age spawned a science fiction industry. 
Perhaps the best exemplifier is John 
Wyndham’s ‘Day of the Triffids’. This drew 
attention to the threats from alien species, 
either from outer space or the Eastern Bloc. 
Some of you will recall that during a hot 
summer in 1970 children began turning 
up at hospitals with blistered arms and 
legs and the culprit was soon identified as 
the giant hogweed which happens to be 
indigenous to eastern Europe and Asia. 
So, with the UK already seeking closer 
integration with continental Europe to 
offset the threat from the USSR, it was 
predictable that one tabloid dubbed 
the plant as “the Triffids that came from 
behind the Iron Curtain”. Tips were even 
included on how to “eradicate the Ruskie 
menace”! Investigating the reason why the 
Russians were to blame and how this alien 
plant became so widely distributed I was 
assisted again by Mabey who pointed to 
an 1836 article in the Gardener’s Magazine 
by a horticulturist who had probably been 
one of the first to import the seeds from 
deepest Russia:

‘The Siberian parsnip is a magnificent 
umbelliferous plant.... In our Bayswater 
garden it was 12ft last year when it came 
into flower. Its seeds are now ripe and we 
intend to distribute to our friends; not 

This is the first time Brexit has raised its contentious head in my articles (and also a first for 

Hilltop News – ed). Anyway, my attention was just drawn to a BBC report that the Government is 

planning to reinforce environmental protection regulations post the UK’s departure from the EU. 

because the plant is useful, but because it 
is extremely interesting from the rapidity 
of its growth and the great size it attains 
in five months....We do not know of a 
more suitable plant for the retired corner 
of a churchyard and we have accordingly 
given one friend, who is making a tour of 
England and Ireland and another, who has 
gone to Norway, seeds for deposition in 
proper places.’

It might be assumed such conspiracy-
laden stories were a legacy from times 
when the nation was at war or threatened 
with total annihilation by nuclear weapons. 
However, it seems in the present Brexit 
climate the media will seek any opportunity 
involving a non-native species to create 
hysteria or paranoia about anything 
‘foreign’ invading us. In October this year, 
the Daily Mirror carried a most ridiculous 
article entitled ‘Invasion of the black 
ladybirds hits UK: Everything you need to 
know about STD-carrying Harlequin bugs 
swarming over the country’. It suggested at 
the top of the article that these ‘foreigners’ 
from Continental Europe and Asia might 
be a danger to human health because of 
the ‘STDs’ they carried. Only those reading 
the full article would learn there was no 
disease, just a fungal parasite that the alien 
Harlequin ladybird might carry, that it does 
not pose any risk to us but might affect our 
native ladybirds. In fact the danger they 
present is real but is a consequence of the 
aggressive Harlequin predating the UK 
species.

It will, no doubt, be a great relief to all 
of us that once we have exited the EU and 
can, once again, properly secure our own 
borders that all these problems of invasive 
species will be behind us.

That’s all this time. Questions and 
comments always welcome  
chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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When I was a boy … onwards
Jenkins Lane has been repaired at last, wonderful! As I travel around the villages and to 

the surrounding villages and towns I think more and more of past days in the Hilltops and 

the difference in the state of our lanes and roads!

I remember particularly Daniel Mayo, 
who worked as part of Bucks County 
Council’s labour force before the days 

of contracted workers undertaking road 
maintenance, repairs and grass cutting 
with machinery and, if possible, avoiding 
handling the humble pick, shovel or broom.

Daniel was the local Roadman who 
moved around with his trusty wheelbarrow 
and shovel. The neat and tidy road edges 
were his pride and joy! A BCC foreman 
arrived each week to discuss the next area 
to tackle. A bygone age of course but I 
often wonder what Daniel would think of 
the traffic now. The cars, vans and farming 
machinery have become larger, the pace of 
life faster and chunks of the verges have 
been gouged out as unofficial passing 
places. When I was young there very few 
passing places, time and patience was 
required shuffling back and forth. It was all 
part of a slower way of life – from a boy’s 
memory, it was bliss! 

As you know by now, I was born and 
grew up in Cherry Tree Cottages, Buckland 
Common, where there always seemed to be 
lots going on. I knew everyone who lived 
around the Common and the lanes leading 
from it. I’ve spoken in previous articles of 
‘Pop’ Nethercott who ran the Shop and 
Petrol Station (one Pump) at the bottom of 
the Common. I remember him as a kindly 
man and he was a popular figure. His car 
was an Austin 7 and he was not the best of 
drivers - there were no driving tests in those 
days of course. On Saturday afternoons 
he took his car round to the Parish Hall 
Playing Field as he was an umpire for the 
St Leonards Cricket Team. No one would 

ever take a lift with him due to his manic 
driving: he was known as ‘Fangio’, after the 
racing driver!  

There were four families living in the 
Great House opposite the entrance of 
Cherry Tree Lane - Mr and Mrs Gerber, 
Mr Langston, Mr and Mrs Newman and 
Ernie and Mrs Gomm. Ernie was the local 
Blacksmith and his Smithy was next to the 
house where a garage is now. He was a very 
clever and inventive man. Apart from being 
the Farrier he helped the local community 
to keep going by making and mending 
all sorts of tools and equipment. I used to 
enjoy using the bellows to help keep the 
fire going in his forge.

 Ernie Gomm at the Smithy)

One attraction was Mr Gomm’s 
motorcycle and sidecar. When he died 
his workshop was found to be full of 
motorcycle parts: those vintage spares 
would be worth a fortune now. My 
fascination for motorcycles has never 
waned: I still ride out weekly with the 
Vintage Motor Cycle Club.

Another village character was Harold 
Penn, Landlord of the Rose and Crown 
(now the Horse & Hounds) and a member 
of the local Wartime Fire Brigade. Where 
Brown’s Rise is today stood a large wooden 
structure used for drying hoses. The Fire 
Brigade gathered for briefings in an attic 
garage at the home of their leader Mr 
Main (known as ‘Water Main’). There was 
another Mr Main in the villages who talked 
a lot and was known as ‘Gas Main’. Before 
the 1950s, when mains water arrived in the 
Hilltops, water was pumped from wells to 
deal with fires. The Brigade wound down 
after WW2 and as far as I know there were 
few fires. Nevertheless, the fire equipment 
was used for practice and kept in tip top 
condition - just in case. They could have 
been useful a year or two later when I set 
light to the Common, as described in one of 
my previous ‘memories’! 

Harold Penn was a very busy man, along 
with the pub and the Fire Service he had 
a workshop at the rear of the Rose and 
Crown. Electricity, like water, didn’t arrive 
until the 50s. Being on the main road, the 
pub was connected to Electricity quite a 
while before those around the Common, 
enabling villagers to take their wireless 
set batteries to Harold’s workshop for 
charging.

 As I grew out of boyhood I became the 
owner of, in my eyes, the most beautiful 
Sunbeam bicycle. It must have been a huge 
effort for my parents to save enough to 
buy it. I needed transport to and from 
Chesham as I began the apprenticeship 
my parents found for me with P. Cook 
and Co. in Bellingdon Road (now the 
site of Sainsbury’s Car Park!). I trained in 

upholstery for five years, eventually gaining 
my Articles in 1955. During this period I 
also pursued my favourite sport, football. 
I played regularly for St Leonards: we had 
a strong team and used the Playing Field 
behind the Parish Hall. I also played for 
Wigginton and from there was asked to 
join Chesham United, playing a couple 
of seasons in the Corinthian League. This 
all came to an end when I was called 
up for National Service which had been 
deferred for eighteen months due to my 
apprenticeship. 

I travelled, as instructed, to Cardington 
to join the RAF and from there to 
Bridgenorth, Shropshire to do my ‘square 
bashing’ for three months. During this time 
recruits had to apply for their preferred 
onward posting. I applied for Dental 
Mechanic at the RAF Hospital in Halton: it 
was the closest posting to home on offer. 
It eventually came through –  RAF Changi, 
Singapore! I had a short leave home then 
joined the transportation to Liverpool 
Docks and boarded MV Devonshire. The 
first port of call was Belfast, picking up 
fifteen hundred men from the Kings Own 
Scottish Borderers.  

What an adventure, calling at Port 
Said,  Aden and Ceylon and the thrill of 
travelling through the Suez Canal and Strait 

Harold Penn with the Pump Appliance 
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of Malacca. This for a lad whose farthest 
journeys had been in coaches leaving 
annually on the Buckland Common Chapel 
‘Day Trip Outings’ to various seaside resorts 
- it was as if a story book had come alive!

Arriving in Singapore after my six week 
‘cruise’, I worked with other RAF personnel 
and civilians in Air Traffic Control at the 
main airport in Singapore, Payalebar. 
Evidence of the ending of the Japanese 
occupation and the freeing of prisoners 
from the notorious Changi jail gave me a 
feeling of awe and respect for those who 
had been there through those bad years. 

Mine was not a difficult posting. I 
enjoyed playing football again and running 
for the Station. On one occasion this 
involved flying to Kuala Lumpur in a Valetta 
(flying pig aircraft) to compete. Later, I was 
due some leave and went by train through 
the jungle to RAF Butterworth, near the 
Island of Penang. I stayed on the island at a 
Leave Station called Tenjon Bbungah along 
with others from Changi. Whist there it was 
my 21st birthday: what a way to spend it! I 
remember Penang as a beautiful island with 
unspoilt tropical beaches – it’s probably 

changed now and I have no wish to return 
and destroy my happy memories! 

When my twenty-one months were 
up and it was time to be demobbed, I 
looked forward to home and seeing my 
family again. My journey home was not 
the pleasurable experience I’d had going 
out: no six-week cruise this time. The Suez 
Crisis was in mid-stream and, of course, the 
Canal could not be used. I left Payalebar in 
a Hermes aircraft destined for Blackbush 
Airfield. It took four days! Many fuel 
stops were necessary and over India we 
dropped one thousand feet suddenly - 
very scary to say the least. The plane was 
fitted out with tables for four and most of 
the time was spent playing cards. I found 
it impossible to sleep, we seemed to be 
forever landing and taking off! Our stops 
were Bangkok, Calcutta, Karachi, Bagdad, 
Ankora, Brindisi then at last Blackbush. It 
was March, freezing cold and I was in a 
tropical weight suit. Was I anxious to get 
home! All personnel were then taken to 
RAF Innsworth for demob.

I arrived home eventually by bus and my 
young brother Dick met me at the bottom 
of the Common. I couldn’t believe how he’d 
grown in nearly two years! I soon slipped 
back into village life and began my career 
as an upholsterer; eventually starting my 
own business. I married and moved all the 
way to Chartridge, returning to Buckland 
Common at least once a week to see my 
parents and help them as they grew older.  

Twenty-five years ago I moved back to 
the Hilltops. It’s great to be home – there’s 
no place like it!

If you’ve read this far, 
well done - thanks for 
bearing with me.  I think 
this will have to be my last 
‘When I was a boy’ – the 
boy grew up! 

John Horn

Thanks for the entertaining 
memories John…

Working at Payalebar airport
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A WARM WELCOME IN THE HILLTOPS

Hilltop News has been a godsend. 
Last November I dropped off my 
wife at a Chesham nursing home 

to visit her aunt. My cold precluded 
me from joining her so I had time to 
kill. A quick tour of the hilltop villages 
beckoned: via Hawridge, Cholesbury, 
Buckland Common to St Leonards. I 
parked outside the church, and wandered 
across to my old school. The occupant 
at The Old School House must have 
wondered what’s that strange man doing 
outside? A window opened, leading soon 
to a “Do you want to have a look around 
inside?”

The offer was most welcome, as was 
a warming coffee, as I sat in the old 
classroom where Mrs Lamasz had guided 
my early years at the school from 1957. 

Did I know John Horn? I was asked. 
Honestly, I couldn’t remember him. A 
week later and hours spent trawling 
through online copies of Hilltop News, 
the name of Mrs Horn (his mother) 
resonated well with me and I can 
remember visiting her house in Cherry 
Tree Lane (probably on some errand).

I even found a picture with me in it, 
which was a shock given I left Buckland 
Common in 1977. I was born in a Nissan 
Hut in Shire Lane in 1952 and moved the 
next year to Chiltern Cottages where I 
lived for 24 years.

Thank you for the hospitality shown me 
on that Friday afternoon, and I hope I 
didn’t pass on my cold to anyone.

Geoff James
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CURVACEOUS COOK

Aubergine and Tomato Pilau
At this time of year every paper, magazine and television programme is full of rich ideas of food for 

Christmas. So I am going to be a bit different and suggest a quick, simple and delicious vegetable dish, for 
when you just want a simple supper or lunch.

This serves 4 generously

2 aubergines, pricked all over and put under the grill, on the BBQ or in a fairly hot oven until the skin 
changes colour and the flesh is soft. Cut into 1” squares, skin and all.

1 tsp oil

1 thinly sliced onion, red preferably, but only for the colour

1 red and 1 green chilli, finely chopped

3 cloves of garlic. These may be chopped, minced or crushed,  but I grate them straight into the dish

250g tomatoes, ideally cherry, but any will do

1 tbs Pilau Spice Blend

1 tsp ground cumin

5 big handfuls of rice, washed and cooked however you like. I put 1 cup rice to 2 cups water and a little 
salt into pan. Cook on quite high until all the water has been absorbed. Put a lid on and leave somewhere 
warm for as long as you like: bottom of the Aga, in a warm oven, or just on a really low heat on the stove. 

Fork up when ready

Handful parsley for garnish

Heat the oil in a large pan on a medium heat. Fry the onions, chillies and garlic until softened.

Add the pilau spice, tomatoes and cumin and season with salt.

Stir well, then add a slosh of water and cook for about 10 minutes until tomatoes are softened.

Add the aubergine and stir in to the mix to heat it through.

Remove from the heat, stir in the rice and serve with some parsley or coriander chopped on top.

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com

V V V
100 Club 
winners 

Cholesbury Village Hall

October  2017
£25 - Tim Watts, Hawridge, 
£15 -  Ian Robson, Cholesbury, 
£10 -  Margaret Walton, Hawridge

November  2017
£15 - Diana Mills, St Leonards,
£15 - Sandy Clarke, St Leonards

For membership, please contact Brigid 
Farmer on 758715, or email brigid.farmer@
gmail.com

St Leonards Parish Hall

October  2017
£25 – Mr & Mrs N Legge, St Leonards 
£15 – Mrs J Ingram, St Leonards
£15 – Mr & Mrs R Wilson, Coppice Farm 
Park, St Leonards

For membership, please contact the 
Treasurer, Richard Leat on 758784.

V V V
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Dear Diary

December 2017

1st Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

2nd H&C School Christmas Fayre – 11am

5th Good Neighbours Group AGM – Cholesbury Village Hall – 2.30pm

18th WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

20th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

January 2018

5th Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

15th WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

22nd Parish Council Meeting – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

24th  Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

February 2018

2nd  Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the February/March edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne 
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10 January 
latest. Please note that photos sent online 
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.

Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449   
grahamlnc@aol.com

Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth  758700   
anne@churchcottage.eu

Advertising
Ann Horn 758250   
annhorn43@aol.com

Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882   
info@michaelspark.com

Distribution 
Rosemary Pearce 758334

Printer 
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592  
info@strongs-printing.co.uk

Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making 
and is funded by advertising.

Hilltop News’ finances
Hilltop News is non-profit making and its 
production and distribution is funded by sales 
of advertising which amounted to £5,844 in 
2016 compared with £6,418 in 2015.

After all expenses there was a small 
deficit in 2016 of £158 whereas in 2015 
there was a surplus of £303.  At the end of 
2016 the reserves of Hilltop News against 
deficits and future unexpected costs 
amounted to £4,930.   

If you have any questions on the finances 
of Hilltop News please contact the Editor.
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