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The Full Moon has been given a new 
lease of life. Hannah and Philip 
Matthews have taken it on to run 

as a public Free House and the response 
from locals has been very complimentary. 
Furthermore, the White Lion is making 
progress in its plans to reopen as soon as 
possible. Bill Ingram, with his regular pub 
news, gives us the latest in this issue…

Around the time you receive this edition 
of Hilltop News the St Leonards Village 
Fete will be taking place. This annual event 
heralds the arrival of summer and we hope 
we will be blessed with suitable weather.

Churchwardens needed!  
By unfortunate coincidence both Mark and 
James are moving away from the village at 
the same time, so St Leonards Church has 
two important places to fill.

Could you help? We have an active 
and very supportive PCC but we do need 
someone to co-ordinate the work they 
do and to be a point of contact in the 
Community.

If you would like more information, 
please contact the PCC Secretary, Giles 
Pemberton giles.pemberton@btinernet.com.

Front cover: Summer glory on the Commons

Good pub news, at last…

Also in this issue:

Bonnie Phipps remembered

Tim Taylor remembered

The Walton sisters rewarded

Mike Wallis with tales of an auction house

Michael Joseph on an Asian trip

A new bus route through the Hilltops?

Chris Brown’s Nature Notes on collecting 
and exhibiting.

Our Curvaceous Cook serves up a taste of 
summer…

…plus all the news from our churches, 
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.

JOHN GARNER

It is with great sadness that we report 
the death of John Garner. A great 
contributor to so much in the life of 

the Hilltop Villages, he fought a brave 
battle for a long while. The Villages will 
miss him enormously. A Celebration of 
John’s life will appear in the next edition 
of Hilltop News.

Cricket training for the very young – with the 
emphasis on fun!

ST LEONARDS  
VILLAGE FETE

SATURDAY 2nd JUNE at 2pm
Horse Show at 9.30am

Companion Dog Show

A traditional Country Fete  
including Tug o’ War, 

Morris Dancers, Jazz Band, Bouncy Castle, 

Punch & Judy and much, much more!
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BELLINGDON  
AND ASHERIDGE 
VILLAGE FETE
Saturday 30 June, 12.30-5pm

Bring the whole family: Fun Dog 
Show, Hemel Hempstead Band, Pimms 
Tent, Beer Festival, BBQ, Kids Corner, 
Kids Fancy Dress, Tug of War, Raffle, 
Tombola, Cakes and Teas, China Smash 
and all the other usual Fete fun. 

Registration for Dog Show starts at 
12.30pm. Dog Show at 1pm. (Sponsor 
charity is Chiltern Dog Rescue). 
Come along to Bellingdon Village Hall 
and Grounds. Entry: £1.  
www.bellingdon.com. If you would like 
a stall at the Fete, please contact  
fete@bellingdon.com.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Thankfully, we have gone from snow in the 

last edition to sun in this one – long may it 

continue!

If nothing else, better weather should 
mean an improvement in the speed of 
the road repair programme. We have 

had official notice that the whole length 
of the road from Greenway in Chesham to 
Rays Hill in Cholesbury will be patched and 
planed and surfaced dressed within the 
next 18 months. Despite saying in the last 
edition that drainage works were complete, 
it would seem that this was just initial work. 
In fact, a very comprehensive installation 
of a new drainage system is planned prior 
to the road improvements, so expect 
several road closures – but I’m sure it will 
be worth it!  Road surfacing is also planned 
for Parrotts Lane and Arrewig Lane. In the 
meantime, we continue to push for pothole 
repairs on what seems like a daily basis!

Other than roads, the Parish Council 
has been dealing with the usual planning 
matters and feeding back to the District 
Council on its Open Space Strategy. It will 
discuss at its next meeting issues relating to 
litter, road-sign cleaning and developments 
in the Chilterns Conservation Board 
‘Hillforts’ project, of which Cholesbury’s 
hillfort has quite a significant role to play.

You may have heard about the potential 
changes in local government and the 
suggested formation of one, or two, 
unitary authorities within Buckinghamshire 
and have taken the opportunity to have 
your say. The then Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government, Sajid 
Javid, said in March that he was ‘minded 
to’ support the proposal put forward by 
Bucks County Council for one authority 
(combining District and County Councils), 
which is opposed by the District Councils 

Your councillors are:

John Allen, Chairman: 758095

Nigel Blomfield: 758314

Diane Brackley: 01296 625081

Chris Brown: 758890

Philip Matthews: 758205

Bill Ingram: 758258

Francis Sanger: 758767

who support a two-unitary authority 
model, one in the South and one in the 
North of the county. James Brokenshire is 
new to the role, following the promotion 
of Mr Javid to Home Secretary, but a 
decision on which route to take is still 
expected to be taken shortly, following 
completion of the consultation period, 
which ended on 25 May.

In the last issue I reported that the 
Local Plan: a plan to identify and provide 
for housing needs in the area for the 
next 25-30 years was back on track and 
expected to publish a draft report in the 
summer. Unfortunately, further changes in 
requirements and parameters by central 
government have been introduced; 
this time a requirement for the District 
Council to model the potential effect on 
new housing development on motorway 
junction use/congestion and so the plan is 
now expected to be delayed a further six 
months.

And now a request from Adult Learning 

Buckinghamshire - let them know what 

you want to learn…

From Spanish to sign language and 
woodwork to watercolour painting – 
whatever your interest or need, chances are 
there is a Buckinghamshire Adult Learning 
course to suit you.

With more than 1500 different courses 
on offer at venues up and down the county 
it isn’t hard to find something that takes 
your fancy.

But if you’ve taken a look at what’s on 
offer and where and found that there’s 
something you’d love to try but it’s not 
currently run as a course or not in an area 
accessible to you, then we want to hear 
from you.

Buckinghamshire Adult Learning 
offer a wealth of learning for personal 
development courses in languages, arts 

and crafts and health and fitness. We have 
both daytime and evening courses from 
beginners to advanced, which take place 
in village halls, community centres, local 
schools and at our Adult Learning Centres 
in Aylesbury, North Bucks, the Chilterns, 
Wycombe and South Bucks. Courses vary in 
length from one-day workshops to six-week 
courses or those that run longer from 10-31 
weeks.

We are currently planning our 
programme of courses from September 
2018 and are keen to ensure that we are 
meeting the needs of our local communities 
and that all residents, whether in towns or 
rural areas, have the opportunity to learn 
with us. We would like to hear from you 
regarding…

Any ideas of courses/ activities you would 
like to see offered in your local community? 
Do you have a village hall or nearby 
community centre facilities that we could 
hire to run courses for local residents?

Please contact our regional coordinator 
Cathy Colsell with your suggestions:

Phone: 07730 672402 or Email: ccolsell@
buckscc.gov.uk

And finally… there are now three half plots 
available at the allotments, should anyone 
be interested. Rent £12.50 per annum per 
half plot.

Any queries regarding the Parish please 
get in touch…

I can be contacted by phone on (01494) 
758843, or by email at parishclerk.ccslpc@
gmail.com

…and don’t forget to check our 
website… www.cholesburyparishcouncil.
org.uk where you can find all you need 
to know about the parish council as well 
as loads of local information on our 
noticeboard, including surveys, details of 
meetings and updates on local services that 
will affect you!

Hayley Lewis, Parish Clerk
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RAF Halton for a Cool Aeronautics event 
organised by the Trenchard Museum. It 
included talks on Aerospace and Aviation 
with interactive workshops promoting 
Science, Technnology, Engineering and 
Maths. Year 4 managed to choose the only 
wet day in May to visit the Verulamium 
Museum in St Albans to consolidate their 
work on the Romans. The picnic lunch at 
this scenic ancient town had to be taken 
under the cover of the Cricket pavilion but 
the children still had an educational day 
learning about the hypocaust, the museum 
galleries and taking part in a Roman 
Market Day session. Even the parents learnt 
something!

Lastly, at the end of May, the children 
are holding a plant sale with the seeds they 
planted last year which are now ready to 
sell, having watched them grow and learnt 
about the processes involved.

James Morris

As I write this, the sun is still shining 

following a great Bank Holiday weekend. 

Fingers crossed the weather continues for 

the Spring Fayre on 19 May.

For the older children SATS are on the 
horizon and work is continuing to 
ensure the children are as supported 

as much as they can. In the meantime the 
other classes are studying topics as varied as 
the Amazon, Australia, the author Anthony 
Brown, what we can learn from stories 
of the Old Testament, The Ancient Maya, 
Shakespeare’s stories and Africa. Did you 
know there are 54 different countries on 
the African continent?

Some of you may have seen on 
Grapevine that the school now has a 
defibrillator installed to add to the others 
around the Hilltop villages. This addition to 
the services at the school was prompted by 
a mum who experienced a sudden cardiac 
arrest without symptoms or medical history. 
Her recovery was long (but fortunately 
successful) due to the time that it took for 
the paramedics to reach her in this rural 
community. Having pushed for an AED to 
be installed at the school, which the school 
paid for, she took part in a Tough Mudder 
challenge, five miles over a number of 
obstacles and lots of mud to pay the school 
back. With the support of parents, family 
and friends she achieved her target of 
£1,200.

More pond days have been co-ordinated 
to landscape the surroundings with a hope 
to have it all fully available for the children 
to use and learn from when they move 
up a year in September. This is continuing 
the school ethos to utilise the wonderful 
outside area they benefit from. In addition, 
parents are also being asked to meet up to 
assist craft sessions to create the float for 
the Carnival. 

School trips have included a visit to 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOLTHE COUNTY COUNCIL
2018 looks set to 

be one of the most 

proactive years in the 

politics of Europe.  With 

new governments in 

the UK and America 

and elections due in 

France and Germany, Brexit may well 

start to transform the political landscape.  

Fortunately, the economy has powered 

ahead despite predictions to the contrary 

and I sincerely hope all of this will bring 

benefits to Buckinghamshire.  We are 

fortunate indeed that despite record 

numbers of houses being built in the 

County the Chilterns AONB is largely 

unaffected.

One piece of really good news is 
the increased funding that the 
County Council has obtained 

by canvassing government for a fairer 
distribution to our schools. Hitherto, 7 
out of the 10 lowest funded schools in 
the country were in Buckinghamshire and 
thanks to lobbying the Secretary of State 
another £10 million has been found on top 
of £18 million already secured.  This means 
that 85% of Bucks schools will benefit 
including Chesham Grammar and Chiltern 
Hills Academy.  On average 180 Primary 
schools will gain about £25k a year and our 
35 Secondary schools will gain about £15k 
each.  This is not a one off but an annual 
change which will benefit our young 
people.

 
In December Nick Phillips, Chief 

Executive of Community Impact Bucks, 
visited 10 Downing Street to talk about the 
need for investment and to harness digital 

opportunities.  You may already know that 
over 2500 charities are registered here with 
around 100,000 regular volunteers. Whilst 
80% of our charities have a turnover of 
less than £100,000, there are a number of 
funding opportunities available at present: 
visit communityimpactbucks.org.uk.  

The County Budget for 2017/18 is £324 
million and with the cost of Social Care 
services for Children and Adults escalating 
it becomes harder to maintain our road 
infrastructure.  Safe roads are important 
and vigilance is particularly important 
in the Chilterns where the Hilltop roads 
freeze due to colder temperatures.  I 
continue to lobby for repairs to our rural 
roads and have spoken on behalf of the 
Parishes to Transport for Bucks to get more 
roads resurfaced.

Please get in touch if I can help raise 
your concerns with officers at County Hall.

Tricia Birchley  
Pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk, 01296 651823

What the Romans left
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

Thames Valley Police 
say that there has 
been an increase in 

opportunistic theft from 
motors, both private cars 
and commercial vehicles. 
They advise that you always ensure your 
vehicle is left locked and secure and don’t 
leave possessions in sight whether valuable 
or not, nor leave valuables in the boot. Also 
remove sat navs including the cradle and 
clean the suction mark from the window. 
Vehicle Accessory shops stock anti-tamper 
screws for number plates. Commercial 
vehicles have been targeted for power 
tools and gardening equipment, TVP advise 
permanently marking equipment and 
recording serial/model numbers.

Shirley Blomfield (758314)

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.
‘The Age-Old Art of Millinery’ was Tracey 

Blaney’s talk in March. Tracey explained 

how she came to be involved in making 

Millinery and demonstrated how she made 

some of the pretty creations which she 

had brought to the meeting and members 

enjoyed trying these on. 

In April John Tyler’s slides took us 
along the route of The Ridgeway. The 
Ridgeway is one of the oldest trackways 

in Europe and John talked about the 
history of the route and the wildlife which 
it supports today. He encouraged members 
to walk at least part of the route, especially 
as it passes so close by at St Leonards. 
Also in April several members attended 
the Annual Council Meeting in Aylesbury 
where speakers included Christine Walkden 
who talked about ‘The Life and Times of a 
Gardener’, and marine biologist Dr Natalie 
Welden, whose subject was what is very 
much in the news at the moment – ‘End 
Plastic Soup’.    

Resolutions will have been discussed 
at the May meeting and in June (Monday 
18th) the talk is called ‘Blood, Babies and 
Bikers’. An intriguing title: come along to 
find out more! In July, our Birthday month, 
we look forward to a demonstration 
featuring Cupcakes. Carol Henry will answer 
any questions you may have about our WI 
(758435). 

Sometimes it can be diffi cult to 
cope with the challenges that 
life throws at us so talking to a 

counsellor may be helpful.

From my counselling practice near Wendover, I 
offer a warm, friendly and confi dential space for 
you to talk through any problems you may be 

facing such as anxiety, stress, sadness, low 
self-esteem, anger and relationship diffi culties. 

For further information on how 
I may be able to help or to book 

an initial appointment, please contact me.
Natalie McGourty 

MBACP, BA (Hons) Psychology

 
natalie@nmcounselling.co.uk
www.nmcounselling.co.uk 

Local Travel Agent Tops 
the Canadian Charts! 
Sarah Watson from Travel Impressions in 

Tring has been recognised by Destination 

Canada as one of the top eight Canadian 

Specialist travel agents in the country! 

The qualification process recognised her 

experience, knowledge, promotion of 

Canada and sales figures. 

Sarah has been a Canadian specialist 
since 2001 and is very passionate 
about one of her favourite countries. 

“What I love about Canada is the diversity 
of the scenery and cultures you can 
experience. The best thing is the wonderful 
people who love to show their fabulous 
country to visitors. It truly is a destination 
with something for everyone!” 

Sarah will be visiting Canada again 
in June to experience The Ocean Train 
from Montreal to Halifax. It is the oldest 

continuously 
operated 
passenger train 
in North America. 
The route follows 
the coastline of 
the St Lawrence 
River before 
turning inland 
to cross New 
Brunswick to 
Moncton and 
finally onwards 
across Nova Scotia 
to Halifax. She 
will be visiting 
four different provinces as part of this trip. 
You will be able to read about the trip in 
her Blog later this year. 

If you, any of your family or friends are 
planning to visit Canada, you may find 
her previous Blogs on Travel Impression’s 
website helpful www.travelimpressions.
co.uk. To speak to Sarah please call on 
01442 890265.
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Village picnic
The picnic will again be held at the cricket 
ground, on Sunday 24 June, when we hope 
for good weather. The Cricket Club will 
have a barbeque available from noon as 
well as drinks from the bar and ice creams 
for sale. BURP (Berkhamsted Ukelele 
Random Players) are returning by popular 
request from 2-4pm. Please bring your own 
seating and protection from the weather 
and any insects. The picnic provides an ideal 
opportunity to catch up with friends and 
neighbours or to have a stroll and enjoy the 
Commons.

Calendar competition
We are delighted that the Full Moon is 
being given a new lease of life and have 
decided to hold a competition for the front 
cover of the 2019 calendar featuring the 
pub. The prize will be a meal for two at the 
pub with a bottle of house wine. 
As always, we welcome photos at any time 
of the year and of any subject matter on 
or near to the Commons. Submissions for 
the front cover should be portrait and for 
the main months, landscape. Photos taken 
on mobile phones or other devices may be 
suitable as inserts or for smaller images but 
photographs for the main months need 
to be taken on a camera. Don’t forget to 

take your camera to the picnic and other 
local events, or when you go out on the 
Commons and around the villages! Please 
send any photos to lindsaygriffin@yahoo.
co.uk.

Website
Do try to visit our website 
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org 
where you can see some wonderful 
examples of photographs taken by local 
photographers throughout the seasons. 
Michelle Storm made them into a short 
film to celebrate 50 years of HCCPS and it 
has recently been added to the website. 
Veronica Mash does a good job in updating 
the information to be found on the website 
and there is always something new to see. 

Moths
David Dennis and Peter Bygate have 
continued to carry out their year-long 
survey of the moth species that fly on the 
Commons. By using electricity supplies from 
houses near to the Commons, they are able 
to leave the traps running overnight and 
release the trapped moths, unharmed, the 
following morning after photographing 
and identifying them. 

David writes – “Surprisingly, unlike 
butterflies, different species of moths 
fly in all months of the year, so we have 
started our survey early, and intend to run 
moth traps at least once a month until 
the end of next winter. In February, we 
found just four species, but as no one has 
ever, to our knowledge, looked for moths 
so early in the year, these species were all 
new records for us. Moths have wonderful 
names and we were pleased to find several 
‘Oak Beauties’ as well as a ‘March Moth’ 
(clearly a bit ahead of its time!), a pair of 
‘Pale Brindled Beauties’ and a ‘Satellite’. 
March’s haul included a ‘Small Quaker’ as 
well as several ‘Hebrew Characters’, and 
in April things really got going with well 
over a hundred moths coming to the traps, 
representing over 30 different species. The 

full list, with photographs where available, 
will be added to our website as the year 
progresses.” 

It is fascinating to see how varied the 
different species are, how intricately 
patterned and sometimes how colourful. 
Much of their behaviour remains a puzzle. 
Why do they choose to come to the light 
when they fly in the dark and why are they 
rumoured not to fly at the time of the full 
moon? David set up his trap at the last full 
moon to see if this was true and found 
absolutely none that night. 

Owls and other birds
Lynne Lambert from BORG (Bucks Owl 
and Raptor Group) and her volunteers are 
continuing to monitor our nesting boxes 
on the Common and nearby on Christine’s 
fields. 

Lynne reports – “We looked in the boxes 
on the common on 25 April and were 
pleased to find a Tawny Owl on eggs in 
the big triangular ‘Barn Owl’ box. Tawny 
Owls nested here last year and we ringed 
three chicks. This year there were only two 
eggs and we are planning on coming back 
around the end of May to check again and, 
hopefully, ring the chicks. The other two 
boxes we looked at were the Kestrel box at 
the top of the common, which looks unused 
and the Tawny Owl box along the bottom 
lane, which did not have anything in it, but 
had a Great Tit near the entrance looking 
interested. This box has given us a few 
surprises in the past – one year we had two 
Great Tit nests side by side and last year 
there was a little tit nest with one large 
Stock Dove egg in it. Sadly, not any owls.” 
Despite the fact that our boxes are not 
always used for the species that we 
intended it is good when they are being 
put to use especially by Stock Doves, which 
are on the endangered list. 

Goldfish
It is good that we seem to have finally 
fixed the leak in Pallett’s Pond. What is 

worrying though is the number of goldfish, 
which are thriving there. We had hoped 
that the Heron would dispose of them but, 
unfortunately, there are just too many.     

Researchers from Exeter University 
have urged people to stop filling water 
features with exotic fish after finding that 
ranavirosis, a disease that kills thousands of 
frogs each year, increases in their presence. 
The study, published in the journal PLoS 
One, found that non-native fish may 
amplify viral levels in the environment or 
cause wild frogs to produce a particular 
stress hormone that reduces their immune 
function, and hence their ability to fight 
the disease. Crucially, people should not 
move fish, frog spawn, pond weeds or 
ornaments from one pond to another as 
this could spread the disease. 

Introducing species such as goldfish into 
a pond not only increases the severity of 
diseases for amphibians but also greatly 
reduces the variety of the species living in 
the pond and its overall value as a wildlife 
area.

Litter
Our Litterblitz was a great success and for 
at least a short time, the Commons were 
remarkably free of litter. Unfortunately, this 
never lasts for long. My thanks to everyone 
who continues to collect rubbish off the 
Commons and especially for taking it home 
and disposing of it.

Lindsay Griffin
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When I first got the reminder about this 

edition’s article I told Stephen that I would 

write something about the ‘Beast from the 

East’ – old news he said, especially in June. 

Well as I write it, the heating is on because 

it is so cold out - 6 degrees right now and it 

will fall overnight. 

Several of my shrubs got blasted. The 
Strawberry Tree (arbutus unedo) did 
not recover and has been cut back 

hard. However, the variegated myrtle, 
which lost all its leaves, is now looking 
much better with new shoots all over. 
Patience is the key. Some plants, like 
ceanothus, may well not recover but 
give everything time. My newly planted 
ceanothus is fine – sheltered as it is from 
both the north and the east. Often it is not 
the cold but the wind that causes problems. 

Another issue is the roller coaster ride 
of temperatures. Some plants will not 
like the sudden check caused by the fall 
in temperatures following shirt sleeve 
weather of the week before. For annuals 
and vegetables, all is not lost. Sow afresh, 
even now, and you will get a good, if 
late, flowering/produce. In fact, sowing 
now might lead to flowers/veg in perfect 
condition for the Annual Show! 

The flowers have gone over much 
quicker: always a shame and last year it was 
the same. Enjoy whilst you can and ensure 
that the plants, once they have finished, 
have the right conditions for producing 
more flowers next spring. 

The warm weather advanced the 
growth of many perennials and bulbs, thus 
reducing the amount of bare earth. This 
does reduce the weeds as does prompt 
removal once visible and definitely before 
flowering. If you haven’t time to remove 
them properly, removing the flower heads 
will stop them setting seeds. For those still 

prepared to use chemicals, I would still 
remove the flower heads as some will not 
be zapped before they have released their 
seeds. 

The season of flower shows and garden 
visiting is now upon us. There are new 
gardens open under the NGS scheme and 
look out for those that are open to groups 
by appointment. Grapevine is an excellent 
resource for gathering like-minded people. 
I am taking my family to Chatsworth Flower 
Show in June – only in its second year - it 
got good reviews last year. There may still 
be places on the Hort Soc coach trip on 
Wednesday 27 June – A couple of hours 
journey to Kelmarsh Hall and Gardens and 
picnic lunch, then on to Cottesbrooke Hall 
and Gardens where the house will also be 
open. Contact Diana Garner on montana@
cholesbury.net, if interested.

Hopefully as you read this it will be 
warmer and you will be enjoying your 
garden and its produce.

Sarah Tricks

CHOLESBURY CUM ST LEONARDS HORT SOC

The Tring  
Pilates Studio
Fully equipped Pilates Studio  
based in the centre of Tring

Our highly qualified instructors  
have first hand experience of:

•  Posture correction  •  Post op and Post trauma •   
•  Stroke rehabilitation  •  Dance  • 

Pre and Post-natal  •  Extreme sports  •   
Equestrian sports  •  General fitness  •

We work on a ratio of 1 instructor to 3 clients,  

sessions are tailored to your needs and we make it fun.  

1-2-1 sessions available. Spacious & light studio, with 

changing area and private consulting rooms. 

01442 890214 studio@tringpilates.com  
www.tringpilates.com

Sutton Court, Church Yard, Tring. HP23 5BB

A NEW HILLTOP 
VILLAGES’ BUS ROUTE!
Imagine a bus which runs between Halton 

and Chesham Tube Station through the 

Hilltop villages of St Leonards, Cholesbury 

and Bellingdon at peak travel times. No 

need to take the car and pay heavy car 

park fees each day. 

There is currently a very infrequent 
service on some of this route, and it 
provides no service for commuters to 

either Chesham or Halton travelling to and 
from work in the morning and evening. 
There are few connections with other bus 
routes for onward travel and as a result this 
current service is of little use. 

I have therefore discussed with 
Buckinghamshire County Council the 
possibility of putting arrangements in place 
as soon as possible to introduce a weekday 
bus service between Halton Village main 
crossroads and Chesham Tube Station 
through our Hilltop Villages morning and 
evening. BCC is now considering whether 
to invite tenders from interested bus 
companies and one has already indicated to 
me the wish to bid.

There’s a significant working population 
in Chesham and Halton – and in the Hilltop 
villages – many of whom would use a 
weekday service timed for travelling to and 
from work. So if you’d like to support these 
proposals which would see the new bus 
route in place as soon as possible, please 
email Mark Kemp at mkemp@buckscc.gov.
uk copying me in on gdro@btconnect.com. 

Gavin Oldham
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
New season
After a cold and 
wet April, during 
which it was 
difficult to prepare 
the field and wicket 
for the new season, 
the early May 
weather has made 
it all worth waiting 
for. Over 500 runs 
in an afternoon 
in the first home friendly of the season 
suggests that the wicket has recovered 
well, after many hours of rolling by the 
dedicated few.

Player availability seems to be a 
perennial early season problem in seniors 
cricket. For the small number of matches 
played thus far, the club has had to take 
advantage of its strong colts resources to 
ensure full teams. Although this definitely 
has its benefits, blooding young talent can 
backfire if overdone. Cricket is a game of 
confidence and having this dented early on 
can have a negative outcome.

So again a rally cry for new talent 
to join. Under-exercised parents are a 
particular target for recruitment! In 
addition, returning players are always 
welcome. It is very pleasing to note on 
this front that Mick Channer has resumed 
playing after a number of years. In so 
doing, he brought along one of his talented 
sons, Chris. Also welcomed back is Andy 
Holdsworth as Sunday Captain, after a two-
year break.

The first friendly match of the season 
was the traditional fixture against 
Chipperfield, which was a close contest, 
with James Cath in his usual early season 
form with 84 not out. Of note was the 
first appearance in senior club colours by 

Sarah Timmins, who is a star cricketer in the 
making, already with Bucks colours in her 
age group. Sarah bowled six very tidy overs, 
completely unfazed in making history!

League
The league season has started with H & 
C now playing in the Mid Bucks Second 
Division. The first game was against Great 
Hampden away, losing by 26 runs, but 
picking up 18 bonus points in the process. 
It will get better, once all the change-of-
season pressures are past. The next set 
of fixtures are against traditional rivals 
Ballinger, Ley Hill and Holmer Green - so 
lots of spectator support expected!

Colts
All the early season sign-on activity has 
been completed, with strong enrolment 
again from boys and girls. With the 
improvement in the weather, Thursday 
night colts training has been well attended. 
The introduction of All Stars Cricket, for 5 
to 8-year old girls and boys started on 12 
May and will run for 8 to 10 weeks. This 
innovation takes the form of 45-minute 
fun practices each Saturday morning. It is 
designed as introductory sporting activity 
for the very young, with participation from 
parents encouraged. The emphasis is on 
developing movement skills. Each child 
enrolling will be given a backpack full of 

cricketing goodies, including a bat, ball, 
water bottle, personalised shirt and cap, as 
part of the England Cricket Board’s drive 
to engage our youngest players. All this is 
for the price of Colts membership of £50, 
which also includes social membership for 
parents.

Committee matters
The new committee has been hard at 
work, preparing for the new season, under 
the able leadership of Steve Drane. A 
welcome addition to the team has been 
Vicky Pudney, as Parents Rep and Social Co-
ordinator. Please give her your full support. 
She is keen to recruit parents to help with 
the Thursday evening barbeque.

The club has had a Facebook page for 
a few years. This year it is being used to 
publicise all fixtures for seniors and colts. 
So, if you have not yet joined, please do so.  
In addition, WhatsApp has been adopted 
as the main notification mechanism for 
weekly availability. This seems to be 
working well.

Village Picnic
The annual Village Picnic is on 24 June, 
which is jointly run with the HCCPS. As 
usual, it will feature a number of enjoyable 
activities, including the now traditional 
Under 10 cricket match: this time against 
Chesham. Barbeque food will be on sale 
from midday, so that the community can 
make a day of it. Good weather has been 
guaranteed!

Dates for the diary
June 5 Bucks Duathlon – 7.15pm
June 17 Presidents Day– 12.00pm 
June 24 Village Picnic – 12 noon onwards
Sept 8  Colts Awards and  

Family Fun Day– 2:00pm

All news, photos and more can be 
found on the club website, which is 
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com. 
The club also has a Facebook Page and 
Twitter Account.  

Brian Ralphs
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Margaret and Joan Walton are stalwarts of 

the Hilltop Villages and their community 

activities have long been appreciated and 

recorded in Hilltop News and elsewhere. 

Their work over many years has been justly 

acknowledged by the Chiltern District 

Council and here the Waltons give their 

account of the awards ceremony…

We were surprised when Janet 
Hopkinson gave us a letter 
inviting us to the Chiltern District 

Council Community Awards ceremony on 
Thursday 15 March. She had very kindly 
nominated us for an award. With all the 
community work that goes on in the Hilltop 
villages by many people, including Janet 
herself, we felt honoured to be chosen. We 
have the advantage of having lived in the 
village all our lives and have always been 
involved in community work. Our mother 
was always involved in the community and 
we participated in many ways at an early 
age by visiting and taking a Sunday lunch 
to older neighbours who lived alone, or 
arranged little events to raise money for 
charities – many that are continued today 
by many community-minded people.

The ceremony was held at the Kings 
Church in Amersham, which is a large 
impressive building holding several 
hundred people. It was interesting to hear 
all the work done by various people in 
their communities with the awards being 
presented by many different people, 
including the Lord Lieutenant Sir Henry 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Dame Cheryl Gillen and 
the high Sheriff of Buckinghamshire. It was 
nice to see the young teenage boy sitting 
in front of us in his suit with his parents. He 
was a volunteer helper at Chalfont St Peter 
Youth Centre and one of several youngsters 
who won awards.

The evening was drawing to a close 
when the High Sheriff was called to make 
the presentation for the Long Service 
Award and suddenly we realized that he 
was talking about us! We were called on to 
the stage to collect our awards.

Over the years we have enjoyed being 
involved in the community, meeting lots of 
friendly, interesting people and now enjoy 
participating in events organized by others.

Congratulations Margaret and Joan and 
thank you again for all you have done for 
our community…

Long Service Community Awards
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HOSPICE NEWS 

All fundraising 
events for 
the Hospice 

of St Francis help 
to raise the over £5 
million needed each 
year to fund free care and support for 
people living with life-limiting illnesses 
across Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire. 
Without this support the charity could not 
bring peace, comfort and confidence to so 
many people - as in-patients, outpatients 
and at home - helping them to live life to 
the full and providing essential support for 
their families and carers. 

You can help continue to provide that 
care by signing up for one of its fundraising 
events…

Midnight Walk is back!
Walkers are being invited to a Saturday 
night out with a difference as this special 
night-time challenge returns to Hemel 

Hempstead with two new candlelit routes 
to choose from. For the first time, parts of 
the route will be illuminated by candlelight 
as walkers make their way around the town 
on Saturday 16 June. 

An illuminated ‘magical wood’ in the 
grounds of Abbots Hill School will give 
walkers a chance to make a wish under 
twinkling lights before glowing neon in the 
ultra violet chill out zone. All walkers are 
being encouraged to carry tea light lanterns 
as they make their way along the route. 
The lanterns will then be placed together at 
the end of the walk as a symbol of the care 
and support the Hospice offers patients and 
their families.

The fun begins at 9pm when registration 
opens before walkers embark on their 
chosen route at 10pm. At the finish line all 
walkers will be rewarded with a finisher’s 
medal, a hot cuppa and cake. For more 
information visit www.stfrancis.org.uk/
midnightwalk 

Other dates for your diaries…

Dacorum Steam and Country Fayre – 
Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 July at Green 
Croft Farm, Potten End.

Stocks Golf Day – The Challenge Trophy – 
Friday 27 July at Stocks Golf Club.

For further details of all our events visit 
www.stfrancis.org.uk/events  or call 01442 
869555.
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GOOD NEIGHBOURS 
GROUP
Pub Lunch Club
Following an enforced break since ending 
a spell at The Black Horse we are delighted 
to be welcomed by Hannah Matthews to 
the newly reopened Full Moon. Lunches, 
comprising a main course and dessert, 
normally take place on the second 
Wednesday in the month and cost only £12. 
Bookings are made a week in advance by 
calling the number below.

Currently up to twenty people meet each 
month to enjoy excellent food and a chance 
to chat in the convivial surroundings. This 
is an opportunity to get to know some new 
faces, whether you are new to the villages 
or if you are just around during the middle 
of the day, maybe working from home and 
just fancy a break and a chat over a meal.  
If a lift is needed there and back this can  
be arranged.

Want to take better pictures?
We are looking to start some photography 
classes. The idea behind the sessions is to 
help individuals improve the pictures they 
take, but above all the aim is for them to 
have fun. We have found an experienced 
and enthusiastic photographer who is keen 
to provide help and advice, whether you 
use a traditional camera, a smartphone or 
tablet, etc. 

Our tutor is keen to work with those 
who are starting from scratch as well as 
those who are aiming to improve their 
photo-taking. As the group size will be 
small it will mean our tutor will be able to 
provide help on an individual basis. Each 
weekly session, held on Saturday mornings, 
will be a mixture of indoors and outside to 
make the best use of our splendid scenery. 
We are looking to start either in July or 
September, so please get in touch if you 
might be interested.

Chris Brown: 758890 or  
goodneighbours@cholesbury.com
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A journey into S E Asia
With a wedding being held at home in June, my wife Judy and I realised that if we were 

going to get away in the first half of the year it would have to be before Easter. After the 

long drawn out, cold and wet winter we decided we needed some warm weather: we also 

felt it was time to travel somewhere new. So it was that we found ourselves on a snowy 

Sunday in March travelling to Heathrow to set off for almost three weeks exploring 

Vietnam and Cambodia.

Never having visited South East Asia 
before we admitted to a little 
nervousness as we arrived in Hanoi. 

Rightly so as it turned out - the traffic was 
incredible and crossing any main road was 
definitely an act of courage! A heaving 
vibrant city, it is home to nine million 
people and six million motor bikes and 
scooters - many of which we had to dodge! 
The home of Ho Chi Minh, the former 
President of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam, there was no escaping its history 
and our guide was fiercely proud of the 
city’s role in the creation of the country and 
its communist philosophy.

In sharp contrast was Halong Bay off the 
North Vietnamese coast and an overnight 
boat trip of peace and tranquility sailing 
amongst the extraordinary rock formations. 
Watching the sun come up early in the 
morning was one of the highlights of the 

whole trip and confirmation that Vietnam 
has a most beautiful coastline which should 
be the focus of any visit.

Travelling south we stayed in the former 
imperial capital, Hue, with its heavy French 
colonial legacy and ancient citadel, in the 
midst of reconstruction, and then the lively 
pulsating town of Hoi An. Buzzing with life 
and tourist activity, the coloured lanterns 
across the water and the streets at night 
were a memorable sight as was the street 
food. It is also the tailoring capital and two 
hand-made silk dresses and a linen jacket 
and shirt were ordered and made overnight 
for the price of a good cashmere sweater in 
the UK!

Ho Chi Minh City – formerly Saigon - was 
next. We majored on the Vietnam war 
history visiting the Cu Chi tunnels where 
the Vietcong fought the US for so long 
and then spent an afternoon in the War 

Remnants Museum. It was a sobering day 
spent confronting the immense waste and 
destruction caused by the war and realising 
that even after forty years the impact of 
the Agent Orange campaign still lingers. 
This was a powerful herbicide used by the 
US military to eliminate forest cover and 
crops in north Vietnam and it is a curious 
reflection that the US was using chemical 
weapons against the Vietnamese long 
before President Assad used them in Syria.

We left the former capital of South 
Vietnam by boat and spent three days 
sailing up the Mekong river to Cambodia. 
It was a wonderful cruise seeing all manner 
of river life; cycling along the river banks; 
visiting a school; the obligatory Buddhist 
temples and a floating market. It finished 
at Phnom Penh, the Cambodian capital, 
where we enjoyed a day of contrasts 
beginning with the absolutely stunning 
palace occupied by the king and ending 
with the killing fields and confronting the 
violent past under Pol Pot and the Khmer 
Rouge. The latter was a stark reminder 
of man’s inhumanity to man; about two 
million Cambodians died in Pol Pot’s four 
year reign of terror.

The last stop 
was the highlight 
of our visit. Three 
days at Siem Reap 
where you find 
the incredible 
structure of 
Angkor Wat. Built 
over a thousand 
years ago this vast 
area of Buddhist 
and Hindu temples 
was once the 
largest city in 
the world. At a 
time when the 
population of 
London was about 
20,000 Angkor 
Wat is believed to 

have been a community of over one million. 
Now recognised as the eighth wonder of 
the world, the sheer scale and imagination 
of the whole area leaves you humbled. It 
was majestic.

Both countries in our experience 
were characterised by very friendly and 
welcoming people, tasty food and sharp 
contrasts between the bustle of the city 
and the hand-to-mouth existence of the 
countryside. For a communist country 
the Vietnamese seemed highly motivated 
by trying to make a profit and, in our 
experience, there still remain deep divisions 
between those in the North and those 
in the South. In Cambodia the legacy of 
having wiped out most of the educated and 
trained professionals in 1975-9 is still felt in 
the schools and in its pace of development 
- but not in the way it embraces its visitors, 
which was exceptional.

It is so true that travel broadens the 
mind - ours most certainly were. And now 
all our attention is on the wedding in June. 
Hopefully the weather will have warmed 
up by then!

Michael Joseph

Halong Bay, Vietnam

 King’s Palace, Phnom Penh
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All the clichés about Spring ring true, don’t 

they? On the road from Prestwood to 

Great Missenden there is a patch of ground 

by the road in which, each year, grows 

the most marvellous display of fritillaries. 

Combined with the bluebells in the wood 

on the other side of the road they always 

mark for me this season of growth and 

regeneration. And yet, as I looked at them, 

I was on my way back from the bedside 

of a very long-standing member of our 

congregation for whom this is not a season 

of growth and regeneration, at least in any 

physical sense, and who is, I feel, close to 

the end of her journey through this world.

As I sat with her, her hand held mine. 
What I mean is she had raised it and 
then let it fall, and it fell on mine. 

How conscious of this she was I don’t know, 
but her hand fell over mine, and wrapped 
around it, and held it there. So I didn’t 
move. I could also write that we prayed 
together - but again, I don’t know. I prayed. 
I think, to the best of her ability, she prayed 
with me. But it was felt rather than seen.

So much about death and dying is 
uncertain to us, even though we are 
resurrection people. It is resurrection that 
we are celebrating in this Easter season. 
Sometimes we forget that resurrection is 
something that can only come after death 
and that, if we are true Christians, we do 
need our Good Friday before our Easter 
Sunday. And yet… and yet… we have big 
questions about death and dying that we 
struggle to face up to and feelings and 
worries that we struggle to enunciate 
clearly, even to ourselves.

But there are other areas of life where 
the fear of ending can affect us. In church 
life there is always resistance to change 
because church life tends to revolve around 
certainties. Changes imply endings, and 
endings are uncertain times. Endings 
can imply failure. Cherished projects and 
activities that have gone on for many years 
can seem emptied of meaning if they stop. 
But surely Christians should know better 
than anyone that ‘unless a seed falls into 
the earth and dies it remains a single seed, 
but if it dies it brings forth much fruit’? 
Unfortunately, we are all only human and 
our natural instincts make this difficult for 
us to grasp. 

Remember, we are also called to live life 
and to live it abundantly - and to celebrate 
God’s great gift of life in us and around 
us. Winter is but a season, and we will see 
many such seasons in our own lives and the 
lives of those we love. Give thanks for the 
sun that thaws the frozen and the love that 
warms our world.

When I stood up to leave her bedside I 
looked outside her window, and there, laid 
out before me, was a vast green swathe of 
the Chilterns bursting into life and song. 
Somehow, it seemed appropriate.

Deiniol Heywood, Area Dean

Looking ahead 
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C h u r C h  m a t t e r s

ChOLesBurY 

We have again 
welcomed 
Alan Davis, 

David Blackmore and 
David Holloway to 
lead our worship in 
David’s absence and a 
new visitor, Geoffrey Howell, who led our 
service on Easter Day. We are most grateful 
to you all.

Liz and Peter Green presented a wide 
selection of questions at the Quiz in March 
ranging from the medical name for tummy 
rumbling to Judi Dench’s Oscar nomination! 
Maggie packaged three delightful prizes for 
the Raffle and Richard Leat added a coffee 
selection that would have delighted any 
Barrista. Somehow Sue Williams managed 
to contact everyone in the crowded hall 
and sold tickets to raise £200. There was a Will McNicol entertains

Supper of Lasagne followed by Brownies 
with raspberry coulis and we thank Rosie 
Pearce and Brigid Farmer for their hard 
work and delicious results! The net profit 
was £730.

The Walk of Witness on Good Friday 
from St Leonards went ahead despite 
the disappointing weather. Cholesbury 
church was warm and welcoming for the 
Devotional service that followed the Walk 
and we enjoyed an hour of thoughtful 
reflection from David Blackmore who talked 
in part of the Farewell Discourses of Jesus in 
St John’s Gospel. Easter Day was marked by 
the usual excellent flower displays and the 
font – where entry to church membership 
takes place – had an arrangement that 
included the broken egg shells representing 
new birth. Thank you to all of you who 
contributed to this.

John Paxman will not be able to continue 
as our organist as his glaucoma has become 
worse and he has sadly failed the DVLA 

sight test. This makes his celebration last 
year of 50 years with Cholesbury even more 
special. His son, Martin, has generously 
stepped forward and will continue the 
family tradition of playing the organ at St 
Laurence church. John has played for us 
on the second Sunday of the month for 
some time and we are using that Sunday to 
develop a new Morning Service in simple 
and more modern English. So far this has 
been well received and we would love to 
hear from you about your thoughts and 
ideas. 

On Saturday 12 May we held a Concert 
in the church organised by Andrew and 
Maggie Carruthers. They sold more than 60 
tickets which filled our tiny church. Beer and 
wine sales were organised by Phil Harrison 
and John Farmer with support from Tring 
Brewery and Waitrose. We also thank 
MT Loos for their free hire! Dave Clarke 
reports…

The scene was set by Clive Carey, a local 
folk singer and guitarist who started with 
an unaccompanied folk song entitled ‘Molly 
Vaughan’. Clive is well-known to many 
local people through his involvement with 
Chesham Folk Club (and he has the perfect 
voice for this genre).

Then it was Will McNicol’s turn. Will is a 
professional guitarist who, amongst other 
accolades, was voted by Acoustic Guitar 
Magazine as in the ‘top thirty guitarists 
from around the World’. And it showed!

We were treated to a masterclass with 
Will playing his own compositions and 
arrangements of others. The notes were 
clear and his dexterity was fascinating to 
watch. The acoustics of the Church were 
impressive. Much of his own work is based 
on particular situations which enable him 
to set the scene for each piece.  

The finale was fantastic. It had its roots 
in Will’s visit to Harare where he heard 
local instruments and decided to simulate 
the sound on his guitar. With the help of a 
piece of cardboard, a brush and a looping 
device, not to mention blowing into the 

Walk of Witness

guitar, he produced a truly remarkable 
African experience.

A wonderful evening. Thanks to the 
performers and all concerned.

Our annual Pets’ Service is on Sunday 
10 June and we hope to be outside again 
in glorious sunshine! You and all your pets 
are most welcome to share the blessing 
and to enjoy the occasion and each other’s 
company.

For your diaries, the date of the Churches 
Fete is Monday 27 August, which is the 
Summer Bank Holiday Monday. There are 
families who have recently moved into the 
villages and we would love you to come and 
take part. This is a real village event for both 
Cholesbury and Hawridge and we need as 
many volunteers as possible. It can be hard 
work on the day but it is a great community 
occasion and well worth the effort!
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haWrIDGe

It was lovely to see 
so many people 
in Church on 

Easter Sunday for our 
afternoon service - 
especially our local 
families and everyone 
left with an appropriate 
‘chocolate’ gift - including the adults!

We are delighted to be welcoming 
Reverend Michael Eggleton, who will be 
leading our ‘short and sharp’ service on 
Sunday 3 June at St Mary’s. Many of you 
will know Michael either from Wigginton 
Church, the Greyhound or the wine tasting 
sessions in the Village Hall, so now is your 
chance to come and listen to him in your 
Village Church. A short 15-minute service 
starting at 9.30am gives you the chance to 
enjoy the rest of your day. Please do come 
and make Michael welcome!

Our Cream Teas on 6 May were held in 
the most glorious sunshine at Cholesbury 
Village Hall and despite there being a lot of 
people away on holiday and several other 
events on locally we were delighted so 
many of you came along to support us - and 
eat cake! There are many people to thank - 
especially those who did an afternoon stint 
in the kitchen and hall - but special thanks 
to Rosie and Stewart Pearce who helped 
ensure we were ready to start at 1.30pm. 
Thanks to all of you who gamely helped 
tidy up at the end of the day. With a few 
late sales of honey you generous people 
spent £1,606. So thank you everyone.

We are now making good progress 
regarding the many repairs that need to be 
carried out to the church and the necessary 
paperwork is now in place - without 
which we cannot proceed! It has been a 
long process and no doubt we will still be 
writing about this in many, many editions 
to come. But at least it is now a reality 
rather than a ‘wish list’. Our particular 

thanks to Tim Watts for taking on the 
mammoth task of ensuring the paperwork 
and quotes are all in place. 

The traditional Summer Concert with 
Iain Ledingham and his singers from the 
Royal Academy of Music will be held on 
Friday 29 June at the School. It will be 
followed by a convivial glass of wine and 
nibbles. If you would like tickets - £15 each 
- please phone 01494 757059.

Finally, we will all have our own very 
fond memories of John Garner and whilst 
Church was never his natural habitat he 
was always most generous with his time at 
various fundraising events - putting up and 
taking down gazebos, fetching and carting, 
donating honey and generally giving his 
support. He will be very much missed. 

st LeONarDs

Due to David’s absence 
through illness, we 
have been 

helped so much by 
visiting Clergy and 
we thank most 
sincerely Ivor Cornish, Ian 
Ogilvie, Alan Davies and Geoffrey Howell 
for their constant support. We couldn’t 
manage without Peggy Sear at the moment; 
from organizing the initial stages of 
baptisms and weddings to finding priests, 
organists and anyone else who needs 
finding. Peggy – we are very grateful indeed 
for your wise counsel and hard work!

Following the resignation at the APCM of 
both our Churchwardens – they are moving 
out of the area – we need help! Please see 
details on page 3.

Not the Churchwarden’s job – we have 
a PCC member to do this – but it’s worth 
mentioning that we have no less than four 
weddings and three Baptisms this year. The 
Church is being well used!

Due to the need to share services while 

David is not able to be with us, we only 
have Parish Communion and Sunday School 
on the first Sunday; the Breakfast Service 
on the fourth Sunday and one other shared 
service with Cholesbury and Hawridge or 
joint with all four Parishes. These latter two 
services are not always at St Leonards, so 
please do check the Rota in Hilltop News 
before setting out.

At the combined Communion Service on 
29 April, we were delighted to welcome 
Margaret Vincent from the Chesham Sick 
Poor Fund. This local charity, to whom we 
donated our collection, is included in our 
Parish giving for this year. Margaret gave 
a fascinating talk about the Charity which 
has been helping people from its origins in 
the 1800s to the present day. Starting in a 
time when Social Services didn’t exist it was 
humbling to hear of such cases today so 
close to home where there is real need. We 
served refreshments in the Church Room 
afterwards giving us all an opportunity to 
catch up with each other and also to speak 
to Margaret.

Our Easter Services were well attended 
and the church looked pretty, as always, 
decorated in the yellows, creams and whites 
of Spring. The children made a beautiful 
Easter Garden with Barbara before joining 
the adults walking to the first station of the 
Cross. They then returned to church for the 
ever-popular Easter Egg Hunt!

We have seen fewer friends at the Tea 
Party recently, partly due to the terrible 
weather this Winter and Spring. We do 
hope to see you all again soon. Wednesdays 
25 July and 22 August are the next dates. 
The delicious scones and cakes don’t change 
– they’re always there!

Looking ahead, the Harvest 
Thanksgiving and Supper is on 16 
September. Do contact Sallie Bright 
salliebright@btconnect.com  if you would 
like to come.

Dear Everyone 
I’ve got a few things to update you with, 
mainly positive. My eye sight has settled 
down nicely. I’ve said to a couple of people 
that it’s the best it’s been for thirty years, 
and I think that’s true. I have a consultation 
next week regarding the other eye.

I’ve started driving this week; short distances 
only at this stage but I’ve been pleasantly 
surprised that I’ve taken to it again so easily. 
I hadn’t driven in six months.

One concern - my voice is taking a long time 
getting back to normal. At the moment, 
there’s no way of telling when or if it’s going 
to right itself again but I’m seeing a speech 
therapist soon with that in mind.

But, generally, things are going well. I’m 
feeling very much back in the land of the 
living now and things are becoming normal 
again.

As before, we’re very grateful for the 
support, prayers and good wishes which 
we’ve received from the church and wider 
communities. It means a lot to us.

Best wishes, Rev. David Burgess
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Timothy David Taylor
June 1953 – January 2018 

What a tribute to a larger than life 

character! About 250 family and friends 

came to Tim’s funeral in a little church 

which can take just over 100. They sat 

and stood in the church and in the Church 

Room to where the service was relayed - 

and still they kept coming – just managing 

to find a space. Tim was much loved! 

Tim and Claudia met in 1976 and were 
married exactly a year and a day later. 
Little Paddocks was to become their 

home in 1979 and remains so to this day 
simply because neither of them could think 
of a place they would rather be!  
A wonderful marriage of love and 
friendship which was shared equally with 
their son Sam.

Together with his brother in law, Bob, 
Tim ran Taylor’s Tools, a very successful local 
business about which he cared passionately. 
His work took him all over the home 
counties and well beyond - even to France 
where the company supplies equipment 

for the War Graves Commission. Following 
in his father’s footsteps, Sam now plays a 
significant part in the life of the company.

Tim loved to travel and he and Claudia 
spent much time in France and Spain. His 
most treasured possession was his passport 
which Claudia eventually had to take 
control of herself to avoid terrible last-
minute panics when it couldn’t be found! 
Tim was something of a bon viveur and his 
car always left Calais considerably heavier 
than on the outward journey. Occasionally 
Claudia had to travel home with her 
suitcase under her chin such was the 
quantity of wine that Tim managed to pack 
into the boot!

Little Paddocks was home to many 
parties – whether small, large or extra 
large, such as the annual summer party 
to raise funds for the hospice. This event 
represented a donation of between ten 
and fifteen thousand pounds each year. Tim 
cooked for many of these parties himself 
and he and Claudia were well known for 
their great generosity as hosts.

Tim had many friends and could often 
be found at the bar of the Old Swan at the 
end of a busy day. He was a great games 
player and loved cards - you could often 
join him for a game of cribbage down at 
the pub…    

‘There is now an empty seat at our card 
table and not only have we lost our best 
scorer and perennial winner but also one of 
our most colourful friends and our games 
will be a little greyer for it’.

Although a courteous driver in the 
lanes, he was apparently always slightly 
disappointed that BCC Highways failed to 
understand that he alone was responsible 
for the widening of the road between The 
Old Swan and St Leonards Church!

‘Viva la Vida’ – or ‘Long Live Life’ was 
played as Tim and his family came into 
church. There could not have been a better 
choice of music for a man who took on life 
at full tilt and who did not know how to do 
anything by half measures!
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At long last there is some progress being 

made on the Hilltop public house scene. 

One pub has been transformed from a 

hospital case to a thriving enterprise, 

and another has gone from inactivity to 

reaching the planning application stage, 

which should lead to it reopening in due 

course.

After four and a half years of 
mismanagement and 30 years of 
neglected maintenance, the Full 

Moon has been restored to its rightful 
glory. Hannah and Philip Matthews have 
taken on proprietorship with a lease to run 
it as a public Free House. Their first step 
was to stop trading for four weeks in April 
to allow for extensive renovation works to 
improve cleanliness, comply with current 
regulations, upgrade the amenities and 
improve the kitchen facilities. The entire 
delivery plumbing to bring beers, lagers 
and soft drinks from the two cellars to the 
serving glass has been replaced and new 
temperature control equipment has been 
installed to assure drinks will always be 
in top condition. Most of the service area 
electrical installation has been replaced. 
Plumbing has been upgraded with the 
addition of hot water in the toilets and 
provision of a required sink behind the bar. 
The two lounge areas on the garden side 
of the public area have been refurbished 
to provide more comfortable furniture. A 
coffee bar and super coffee machine were 
added in the passage outside the kitchen 
door.

Good quality food service has been an 
early priority following the reopening in 
the first week of May. Hence a good chef, 

Andrew O’Connor, has been on the scene 
since the start in April. Early reports from 
those who have dined there are already 
full of compliments.  The sourcing of food 
ingredients will be largely biased to locally 
produced food and beers.  Exceptions to 
that are Andrew’s preference for grass-fed 
beef from the West Country for his steaks 
and fish from the seas. Food service is 12 to 
2.30pm and 6 to 9pm Tuesday to Saturday. 
Sunday features a roast lunch from 12 
to 4pm. There will be no food service on 
Sunday night nor Monday lunch and dinner.

There is a plan to serve coffee and 
pastries in the morning from 9am starting 
in mid-June. This should prove popular 
with people making the school run or 
neighbours who are in the area in the 
morning.

When this report was written after their 
first week of trading, the response from 
the local public has been a big turn out and 
great satisfaction with what Hannah, Philip, 
Andrew and the staff have achieved. It has 
taken long hours, hard work and dedication 
to get this far.

Life at the Old Swan is going along at 
much the same pace that was established in 
the past year. The early summer menu will 
be in place for June and July. Barbeques 
will be held as often as possible during 
this period. This pub communicates with 
its followers mainly through social media. 
Special events such as barbeques are 
announced and occasional contests where 
meals or drinks are awarded to the winners 
are notified through Facebook.  Menus and 
wine lists are posted on the pub’s web site 
at www.theoldswanpub.co.uk.

When readers “Like” the Facebook 

Summer pub news
page theoldswanbucks, they can be kept 
up to date with what is going on including 
announcements about guest beers as they 
come on. For those outside the Facebook 
community, punters can go to the Old Swan 
website and click on a link to Facebook on 
the bottom right hand side of their Home 
Page.

After a long gestation period, Mandy 
Grimwood, owner and prospective landlady 
of the White Lion has put a Planning 
Application before the Chiltern District 
Council. It is anticipated that the key 
issue surrounding the application will be 
the plan to extend the trading area into 
the courtyard after removing the wall 
behind the old bar and relocating the 
men’s toilet to make room for building a 
modest extension into the court yard area. 
This extension is vital to ensure there is 
sufficient trading area to enhance revenue 
to assure that the pub will be financially 
viable. Since the upstairs accommodation is 
in dire need of renovation to be acceptable 

as a living space, it would be ideal to have 
all the works going ahead in parallel.

Since the core of the public house is a 
Grade II listed building, the drafting of this 
application has been a long and arduous 
process. Although the CDC planning 
officers have been undergoing a change in 
personnel recently, it is our fervent hope 
that the approval process will get early and 
expedient attention.

When the previous owner applied 
for a change of use from a drinking 
establishment to residential premises, 
members of the public contributed 
enormously to the legal retention of use 
of the White Lion as a public house by 
writing 156 letters objecting to the change 
of use application. If there is a repeat of 
that outpouring of support, the chances 
of getting this pub back in service will be 
greatly strengthened.  

The owner of the derelict eyesore that is 
still the Rose and Crown public house held 
a meeting in April in Cholesbury Village 
Hall to explain to local residents what his 
latest plans for the pub are. Despite adverse 
advice from the Chiltern District Planners, 
he said he will submit a new plan to 
demolish the pub and build two residential 
properties and a licenced café on the site. 
When this was written, no such validated 
Planning Application was yet posted on the 
CDC Planning Portal.

As usual, the Black Horse Inn in the 
Chesham Vale will have a loaded Schedule 
of events in June and July. To see what is 
happening, go to their web site at www.
theblackhorsechesham.co.uk and click on 
‘What’s On’. There are all sorts of quiz 
nights, regional food and vegan food 
nights, family (with children) activities, 
sporting events broadcast in the Barn, etc.

Bill Ingram
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At this time there was a desire 
amongst the growing middle classes 
to adopt the longstanding passion of 

the upper classes for impressing their peers 
by collecting a vast array of interesting 
objects gathered from their own travels 
abroad or, less dangerously, purchased from 
bespoke collectors. The items were secured 
in what was enticingly known as a cabinet 
of curiosity. In earlier times this was one or 
more rooms which you can still see in many 
stately homes and sometimes morphed 
into private museums which later became 
open to all, like Tring NHM. For the middle 
class gentlemen collections were housed 
in modest bespoke free-standing furniture 
cabinets and display cases. Natural history 
was the popular theme of such collections 
and, as I have mentioned in previous 
articles, could be the result of obsession-
driven collecting by the likes of Charles 
Darwin.

Amongst all ‘classes’ and generations 
today, fascination with amassing exhibits 
to create a natural history collection has 
largely cooled: just as well as wildlife stocks 
have savagely diminished or disappeared. 
Now, we watch wildlife documentaries 
instead, donate to or volunteer with 
conservation charities. Instead of an old-
fashioned zoo trip to watch animals behind 
bars we visit wildlife reserves or safari 
parks. These days our houses are unlikely 
to contain a tiger pelt or stuffed bear, 
obtained by a brave gun-toting hunter. 
Instead the new obsession is the ubiquitous 
selfie, capturing that intimate moment 

HILLTOP NEWS NATuRE NOTES

The day I met L. Hugh Newman  
and his Cabinets of Curiosity

when human encounters wild beast in close 
up! Our ‘cabinets of curiosity’ are no longer 
impressive furniture items. In a virtual 
world they are represented by superfast 
broadband downloadable TV programmes. 
Our digital images are transferred via 
smartphone apps, shared on social media 
sites and archived not in glass-topped 
drawers but computer hard drives and in 
cloud-connected virtual servers.

Many of the now older age natural 
history television presenters, like Bill Oddie 
and even David Attenborough, have 
admitted that part and parcel with their 
youthful enthusiasm for natural history had 
been animal collecting for sale to zoos or 
‘egg collecting’ direct from the hedgerow: 
both at the time respectable and legal 
pursuits. No doubt if I had been brought 
up in a rural setting I might be guilty of 
harvesting the odd egg too but growing 
up in a leafy London suburb my collecting 
habits, honed by my amateur naturalist 
father, revolved around insects. At times 
we had more large jars than the average 
sweet shop. Each housed a different species 
of moth, stick insect or praying mantis - not 
quite like Gerald Durrell’s house on Corfu! 
One mass escape was foiled when I returned 
home from school to find the caterpillars 
of the Processionary Moth had left their 
container. These insects have now become 
notorious for their plague-sized outbreaks 
in cities and irritating itchy hairs dispensed 
on anyone touching them. The caterpillars 
were soon found marching ‘head-to-toe’ 
around the top of a lamp shade. 

We lived near Primrose Hill in north 
London and the eponymous park nearby 
was an attractive habitat for bugs. Every 
so often we went on day-long expeditions 
to urban wildernesses such as those bomb 
sites not uncommon across London at the 
time. I say wilderness but it provided an 
oasis for the fast growing plants which 
invaded and colonised the wastelands. 
The chief insurgent at that time was the 
Rosebay Willowherb and a prime hunting 
ground to locate the prize of a Large 
Elephant Hawk Moth caterpillar. How did 
this moth get its ‘Elephant’ moniker? Well, 
it is an evolutionary-driven adaptation. Its 
caterpillar has a prehensile front end that 
extends like a trunk and when combined 
with very realistic false eyes it was enough 
to scare-off a predator bird or a young, 
faint-hearted lepidopterist. The moth 
(see photo on inside front cover) has the 
most beautiful pink colouration on wings 
and body, just like the inflorescence of its 
foodplant. Whereas the flamingo sustains 
its rosy plumage by making use of the 
pigments it ingests from the lake-dwelling 
shrimps, I often wondered if the moth’s pink 
colour was somehow connected to the rosy 
pink inflorescences of the willowherb. 

When my Dad and I felt we needed to 
top up our stocks of insects other than 
by foraging trips there were two other 
favourite excursions. First a visit to the 
Amateur Entomological Society annual 
exhibition, in those days hosted at a school 
in Farringdon: as wondrous an experience 
then as it still is today at its newer home, 
Kempton Park Racecourse. The other 
excursion was to visit one of the many 
serious collectors who advertised their 
stocks of available eggs, caterpillars or 
pupae in society newsletters. 

Of all the entomologists of the day, by 
far the most eminent was the redoubtable 
L. Hugh Newman. Like his father, Newman 
was a renowned expert who collected 
widely from intrepid expeditions. He 
penned articles in the journals of learned 

I was reminded the other day by a television programme on the history of stamp collecting: how 

in this country there is a longstanding tradition and fascination with collecting. Philately itself 

started in the 1840s, pretty well at the same time as the first stamp was pasted onto a letter. The 

Victorians were obsessed with all sorts of collecting, cataloguing, and displaying.

societies, wrote numerous volumes for the 
professional or amateur collector and also 
books both adults and children could enjoy. 
He was a regular on the radio alongside Sir 
Peter Scott long before David Attenborough 
was making a name for himself. Recently 
I found out that Winston Churchill was a 
regular customer and that he also rented 
a section of the Bentalls store in Kingston. 
There he sold all sorts including his specially 
preserved butterfly specimens that were 
attached on stout wires so they could be 
included in floral displays. 

One of his books that we owned 
showed him at his home surrounded by 
live specimens and ones preserved in 
cases. As we had also heard he would 
welcome visitors by prior appointment 
to his ‘Butterfly Farm’, we wrote and 
were granted an invitation to his home 
in Kent. As we turned into the road his 
large detached house stood out as the 
only one with muslin bags the size of 
large pillowcases enveloping many of the 
branches of the front garden trees and 
shrubs. We were able to see inside several 
of his own cabinets of curiosity with vast 
numbers of preserved specimens. He went 
on to entertain us regally with a tour of 
his impressive livestock within containers 
and the muslin sleeves and received lots of 
advice on how to improve the husbandry of 
our insects. We departed spellbound, our 
knowledge greatly expanded, and loaded 
up to the gunnels with our new purchases.

The next few months from early evening 
onwards is prime-time for spotting some of 
the UK resident and migrating Hawk Moths, 
though others are now extremely scarce. 
There are a few day-flying species such as 
the Bee Hawk Moths which are frequently 
seen visiting our gardens in the Summer. 
Overall, they are a very varied family all 
spectacular in their own right because of 
their size, striking colours and markings.

That’s all this time – comments and 
questions to chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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Bonnie Phipps
July 1946 – March 2018 

‘“Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to 

be free”. This line from a song at Bonnie’s 

funeral, in a church full of family and 

friends from the village and elsewhere, 

exemplifies everything that Bonnie was 

and everything that she stood for. Richard 

and their children Claudia and Georgie 

together with her three grandchildren are 

very much a part of Bonnie’s way of life.

Bonnie and Richard met in 1973 and 
following a number of adventures 
exploring the south of France and 

Italy on their tandem, they were married 
in 1977 and at the same time took the 
brave step of buying the Old School in St 
Leonards which they converted into a large 
house …a seriously on-going project! As 
a family they spent many happy years in a 
hilltop village in the south of France – a tiny 

hamlet which they had discovered - before 
finally buying and converting a number of 
old stone buildings into a second home – a 
place in the sun to be enjoyed by all the 
family…but another long-term project! 
Perhaps those early days exploring the 
South of France finally bore fruit…

Bonnie’s life was very much involved 
with the arts. Her teacher training 
course following the Hornsey School 
of Art opened many avenues including 
printmaking, quilting and embroidery 
which she studied at the London College 
of Fashion – later contributing to a number 
of books on the subject. Her work took her 
to equally diverse places. She taught art 
and design at Amersham College as well as 
at Aylesbury Young Offenders Unit – work 
which she particularly enjoyed. However, 
when she retired it was her passion for 
growing fruit and vegetables on no less 
than three allotments which she found 
enormously fulfilling. This, combined with 
the life-drawing group at the Queens Park 
Centre in Aylesbury and her dedicated 
daily swim of 30 lengths as well as looking 
after Aurelia and Dante in the afternoons 
while their parents were at work – not to 
mention the times that Louis, her third 
grandchild and his parents came to stay - 
kept her extremely busy. 

Perhaps Claudia’s reading from the Song 
of Solomon ‘The winter is past; the rains 
are over and gone. Flowers appear on the 
earth; the season of singing has come’, 
together with some of the words from the 
poem Georgie read at Bonnie’s funeral 
encapsulates Bonnie and her life…

‘Kindly, gently doing. Kindly, gently 
teaching. Kindly, gently cleaning. Kindly, 
gently talking. Wise words of advice. 
Digging planting, picking. Smiling, 
laughing, sharing. Telephoning, listening.…
It’s time to rest now.’

Bonnie - your family and your many 
friends will certainly miss that smile and 
that laughter.
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Mike Wallis 

has been a 

Hilltop resident 

for over 40 

years and is 

well known 

as an antique furniture restorer. Before 

moving to Hawridge he worked in his 

father’s antique shop in Amersham. When 

dad bought auction rooms in Berkhamsted, 

Mike moved into the apartment below for 

eight years. Mike now tells us of the trials 

and tribulations of these early years…

In the early 1970’s my parents took over 
Christopher Rose & Co, the auction 
rooms in Middle Road, Berkhamsted. 

The rooms were originally built for the 
Territorial Army. There was a wooden 
field gun tucked away in the back of the 
building for the TA to practise with, in the 
event of an invasion!

One of the auction rooms’ claims to 
fame was that the Jarrow marchers stopped 
there for the night on the way to London 
to protest. In the morning there was the 
remains of the food the town had given 
them and a line of galvanised buckets down 
the middle of the room full of urine. Nice!

When Dad bought it, the whole 
family pitched in. We used to have an old 
Gestetner in our back bedroom to print the 
catalogues. Our first machine was cranked 
by hand, but the second one was cutting 
edge: it ran on electric! My son used to 
crank the handle on the first machine to 
print the 400 catalogues. That would be 

1200 sheets and we all used to sit at the 
dining table folding and stapling them. 
When my son was tiny he would sleep 
under the office desk during the sale whilst 
his mum made up the bills for the clients 
on sale day. It probably scarred him for life! 
Sorry Chris. 

We lived just below the rooms. We 
used to have folks coming to collect 
their purchases up to 11 o’clock at night, 
weekends, even Christmas Eve!

We sold everything from expensive 
antiques down to wormy deckchairs. We 
were also the local rooms for the Official 
Receivers office in Watford. That was 
an amazing job! I would go out to re-
claim cars, lorries, caravans, trailers, shop 
contents, anything and everything. One 
week I had to levy against a skip lorry full 
of scrap! They were heady days. 

We had a great crew of porters too, all 
retired but very experienced in life. We 
used to have such a laugh cataloguing, 
sorting, stacking and portering during the 
sale. In the middle of the rooms we had an 
old wood-burning stove that had come out 
of an army barracks in the war years. It was 
not much bigger than a shoe box but one 
of the porters could break up a complete 
double bed and mattress, and feed it into 
the stove!

In those days we very rarely threw 
anything away. One of the local farmers 
used to take a van full of old felt underlay 
every month. He wrapped all the pipes 
in his dairy to stop them freezing! Old 
chests of drawers became rabbit hutches. 
All the local play groups had a dressing-
up box. The local laundry would launder 
all the clothes first for free. Also, the local 

youngsters could get a cheap runabout car 
that we had got from the receiver.

We also did house clearances. Some of 
the weird items we used to find in those 
days were, shall we say strange: false teeth, 
wooden legs, false boobs, and that’s just 
the things I dare say about! One day we 
had to do a clearance in a derelict house. 
A local estate agent met me at the house 
with the keys. He was all clipboard, posh 
suit and sports car! He opened the door 
and went in first. He was a couple of yards 
in front of me when he startled a rat which 
fell off the stairs above him and landed 
on his shoulder! He screamed, dropped his 
clipboard and spun around to pass me at 
Mach one! I never did see him again.

Just a normal day in the running of an 
auction rooms!

Going!...going!...gone!
The story of a local auction room

Mike Wallis in his now familiar restoration mode

DID I NOTICE THAT?
•  Notice in a local health food shop 
window – ‘Closed due to illness’!

•  In a farmer’s field – ‘The farmer 
allows walkers to cross the field for 
free: but the bull charges’!

•  Message on a leaflet – ‘If you can’t 
read, this leaflet will tell you how to 
get lessons’.

•  Notice outside a second-hand shop 
– ‘We exchange everything: bikes, 
washing machines, etc. Why not bring 
your wife along and get a wonderful 
bargain?’



42 Hilltop News Hilltop News 43



44 Hilltop News Hilltop News 45

CURVACEOUS COOK

One Pot Chicken
I first made this when scrambling about in someone’s fridge for a quick supper for them when the shops 

had shut and it worked out really well. We had it with rice, but mashed potato or even pasta would be 
good.

6 chicken thighs for 3 or 4 people.

1 red, 1 yellow and 1 orange pepper (they are sold in the supermarkets in these mixed bags) cut into 
chunks.

1 red onion, sliced.

1 tin of tomatoes.

1 courgette cut into bitesize chunks.

A little oil in a non-stick pan.

Heat oven to 180.

Heat a large frying pan and brown the chicken on all sides. Remove to a casserole, or ideally, a large rustic 
dish.

Throw in the onion and gently fry till softening, then add the peppers and continue to cook for a few 
minutes. Add the courgette, and stir well, then mix with the chicken.

Empty the tin of tomatoes into the frying pan with half a tin of water or chicken stock and bring to the boil.

Add black pepper, a little salt or chicken stock granules, a good shake of smoked paprika, ½ tsp sugar, and 
pour over the rest of the ingredients. I added some thyme: you could add whatever herbs you like.

Cook in the oven, turning the chicken over once, for about 25 minutes until the chicken is brown and 
well cooked. The sauce will have thickened on its own. If we had had it, I would have added lots of fresh 

chopped parsley when serving.

You could slip the chicken off the bones when serving, it should easily fall off, and would be easier to eat 
on your knees as we did!

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com

V V V
100 Club 
winners 

Cholesbury Village Hall

April 2018
£20 Andrew Brown, Bellingdon 
£15 Hilary Shepherd, Wigginton

May 2018
£20 Nick Lincoln, Buckland Common 
£20 Sue Williams, St Leonards

For membership, please contact Brigid 
Farmer on 758715, or email brigid.farmer@
gmail.com

St Leonards Parish Hall

April 2018
£25 Mrs E Thwaites. Buckland Common 
£15 Mrs P Phimister. Chivery 
£15 Mr & Mrs D Serdet – Coppice Farm Park

May 2018
£15 Mrs S Reynolds, Asheridge 
£15 Mr C Lake, Coppice Farm Park

For membership, please contact Richard 
Leat on  leatrj@yahoo.co.uk or 01494 
758784.

V V V
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Dear Diary
June 2018

2nd St Leonards Village Fete – 2pm

18th WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

24th Village Picnic – Cholesbury Common – 12 noon

25th Parish Council Meeting – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8pm

29th Summer Concert – Hawridge & Cholesbury School – 7.30pm

July 2018

16th WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

23rd Parish Council Meeting – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm 

25th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm
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which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the August/September edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne 
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10 July 
latest. Please note that photos sent online 
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
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