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The Hilltops remember…
November 11th 2018 marks the 100th
anniversary of the day the armistice was
signed between the allies of World War 1
and Germany for the cessation of hostilities
on the western front.

F

or this issue of Hilltop News Chris
Brown, on behalf of the Local History
Group, has written an article in
memory of those from our villages who
served in the Great War. He also looks back
at the impact the war had on local families.
The Hilltop Villages will host various
events on the day to mark the occasion,
from Church services in the morning
through to a bonfire lit on Cholesbury
Common in the evening. Further details
inside this issue…
The August Bank Holiday Churches Fete
continues to draw the crowds. This annual
show attracted visitors from near and far,
having fun and contributing bumper funds
for our churches.
The Horticultural Society Annual Show,
in early September, displayed another
remarkable variety and quality of cut
flowers, fruit and vegetables; plus arts and
crafts and cookery.
Full reports on these and other local
events inside…

“Nobody wants me!” Despite excellent sales in
the Fete’s bric-a-brac department, poor teddy
didn’t find a new home.

In this issue:
Gordon Kew and Wesley Mitchell
remembered
How has our local vineyard fared after this
year of exceptional weather?
In his Nature Notes, Chris Brown senses
autumn
Our Curvaceous Cook serves up a rich
dessert and bottles apples
…plus all the news from our churches,
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.
MALCOLM OSBORNE
t is with great sadness we report
the unexpected death of Malcolm
Osborne on 26 August. Until a few
days before, when Malcolm and Diana
moved to Cheshire to be with their
family, Malcolm and Diana lived in The
Cottage, Bottom Road. There will be
a celebration of Malcolm’s life in the
December/January edition of
Hilltop News.
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Front cover: After a
sun-scorched summer,
autumn brings a change
of colour…
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

I

hope that you all had a lovely summer
and are enjoying the turn of the leaves
and the nip in the air as we enter into
Autumn. I also hope that the beautifully
resurfaced road from Greenway to Rays Hill
is still looking as smooth as it is now, but
we will have to cross our fingers and wait
and see! I have to say that I found it quite
fitting that the project was completed just
as I decided to step away from being Parish
Clerk, as the Parish Council started pushing
for the work to be done around the time I
was appointed – about four and a half years
ago! Patience and persistence have certainly
been valuable qualities in this role and
invariably nothing is achieved quickly when
at the mercy of either the District or County
Council! Anyway, I hope you all are enjoying
the improvements; and your cars too!

Also, it would appear that the defibrillator
has been accessed on a couple of occasions
recently, although not used. If you do
have need to access it, a call to the council
(when convenient) to let us know would
be appreciated, in case replacement pads
etc are needed and to ensure it remains
securely stored.
If the role of Parish Clerk has not been
filled by the time of publication, please
continue to contact the council using the
usual email address as below
…and don’t forget to check our website:
www.cholesburyparishcouncil.org.uk where
you can find all you need to know about
the parish council as well as much local
information on our noticeboard, including
surveys, details of meetings and updates on
local services that will affect you!
I can be contacted by phone on (01494)
758843, or by email at parishclerk.ccslpc@
gmail.com
Hayley Lewis, Parish Clerk
Your councillors are:
John Allen, Chairman: 758095
Nigel Blomfield: 758314
Diane Brackley: 01296 625081
Chris Brown: 758890
Philip Matthews: 758205
Bill Ingram: 758258
Francis Sanger: 758767

A welcome sight on Cholesbury Lane!

Otherwise, as the Council did not meet
in August, there is very little to report
other than that the usual planning matters,
reporting of overgrown footpaths etc, have
continued as normal. There are still plots
available at the allotments and, as I write
this, there is still a vacancy for this job!
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL
After one of the best
summers on record,
it was good to see so
many people enjoying
the Fete on Cholesbury
Common on 27 August.
Exhibitors at the Flower
Show & Craft Fair the following Saturday
produced wonderful specimens despite the
lack of rain and extreme heat, and I really
enjoyed the variety of fruit and vegetables

before the colder weather.
Buckinghamshire students excelled
again this year at A level and GCSE. A
number achieved A* in all their 10 GCSE
subjects, while many received all A* or A at
A level. This enables them to access higher
education at a university of their choice
and is well above the national average. We
really do congratulate our young people
and the excellent teaching staff that we are
fortunate to have in the county.
Please let me know if I can raise your
concerns with officers at County Hall.
Tricia Birchley (01296 651823)
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk

that were on display.

W

alking daily in Wendover
Woods, the size of the Forestry
Commission project has amazed
me, over £5 million spent on car and coach
parks, new roads and a visitor centre. By
comparison with Coombe Hill, the wildlife
has long vanished and it is no longer
possible to drive through without payment.
At the last meeting of the Chiltern Society
the question of the Chilterns AONB
becoming a National Park was aired,
with our Member of Parliament and the
Chilterns Conservation Board broadly
in favour. I felt strongly that whichever
prevails, we must manage visitor numbers
in the Chilterns. Lots of paths are already
over-walked, not everyone respects the
countryside and I feel that the Forestry
Commission has opened the floodgates in
Wendover Woods. I have tried to establish
whether there was a public consultation
and who gave planning permission.
Many of you have said how pleasantly
surprised you are with the new road surface
from The Vale to Rays Hill. It was well and
truly overdue and together with the Parish
Council I have continued to lean hard on
TfB. I have also taken them countless times
to Heath End and have an undertaking
that decent patching will take place there

Hilltop News
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Hawridge and Cholesbury C of E School
The children returned refreshed from their
summer break and have been broken in
gently with a two-day week to start whilst
the staff had a couple of days to prepare.
The same gentle intro has probably also
helped the parents get back into the school
routine – a morning coffee at The Full
Moon once they have dropped off may
be a deserved reward! A full reception
class – Windmills – joined the school and,
whilst the weather continues fine, they
have been enjoying the outside area that
was developed last year with funds from
the Diocese, school and money raised by
the PSA.

W

hilst welcoming new children the
old Year 6 bade farewell with
children moving to Dr Challoner’s
boys and girls, Chesham Grammar, Chiltern
Hills Academy, Ashlyns and Tring. Those
returning were tasked over the summer
holidays with designing a poster to
highlight the issues of litter in Chesham and
asking to keep the town tidy for a ’Your
Chesham’ litter poster competition. The
entries seen so far show the artistic talents
of the children but the results are yet to
come out as the competition deadline is the
same as the editor’s copy deadline!
As ever, in a small village primary school
there have been some staff changes over
the summer but the leadership team stays
as it was and funding has been achieved
to allow for additional support staff where
it has been deemed would benefit the
children. It is quite clear that our “good
school with outstanding features” has a
desire to improve on the last Ofsted review
and develop the children as much as they
can. If you are considering the school for
your children there are Open Mornings on
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11 October and 9 November from 9.15 to
10.15. If you would like further information
on these please feel free to contact the
school office.
The many school clubs have been made
available to the children and include
singing, trumpet, guitar, recorder, violin,
keyboard, French, football, taekwondo,
Jesus and Me, netball and yoga as well as a
breakfast club and a homework club.
Over the summer holidays improvement
work has been completed on some of the
classrooms. The pond is now filled and work
on the banks continuing to ensure that the
children can gain as much as they can from
the wonderful surroundings the school is so
fortunate to have. All of the children, along
with parents, will soon be planting bulbs
throughout the school grounds to ensure
that spring is as bright as it can be – this
initiative only started a couple of years ago
under Mrs Phillips and has been a huge
success. The vegetable garden will get a
turnover ready for planting at some time
over autumn and the willow tunnel is due
some repair work.
It is quite clear that the school has hit
the ground running as the children look
ahead to Harvest Festivals, cake sales,
school visits, movie nights, sporting events
and, before we know it, Christmas discos
and bazaars!
James Morris
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

J

uly was hot and sunny for our birthday
month meeting (39 years old). This was
an informal evening where, with the
help of Sarah, daughter of our member
Di Mills, we enjoyed decorating cupcakes
made earlier in true Blue Peter tradition by
Di. Sarah had put together an impressive
presentation on the subject of making and
decorating these popular cakes and had
an array of icing, piping bags and cutters
to help us in our efforts: the end results of
which showed our artistic abilities. Some
of us then tucked into our creations with
a glass of birthday fizz and we also shared
and enjoyed a beautifully decorated large
sponge cake made by Helen Price.
Brigid Farmer gave an account of the
Cardiff AGM which took place in early June.
The event had been well organised and the
speakers, Dame Stella Rimington, former
Director General of MI5, and journalist,
presenter and newsreader Huw Edwards,
were excellent. Committee members on
the stage were wearing buttonholes of
purple, green and white to acknowledge
the 100-year anniversary of women
getting the right to vote and the flowers
decorating the stage were in the same
colours. The resolution on Mental Health
Matters was passed with a 98% majority in
favour, no-one had been found to officially
speak against it and there were a number
of heartfelt stories and comments from
audience members. Brigid concluded by
saying that the whole trip had been a really
good experience.
Sylvia Lee and Carol Henry had been on
an outing to Newmarket Stud, where they
spent a very enjoyable morning followed in
the afternoon by going on to Ely to visit the
Cathedral and the Stained Glass Museum.
In August we enjoyed an informal
garden meeting at Little Orchard, home of
Liz and Charles Firth and it was still warm
enough to sit and enjoy being outdoors.
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October is our Annual Meeting and for
November there is a change of speaker.
On the 19th Andrew Waite will be giving
us an ‘Introduction to Gemstones’. Before
this date there is to be a Quiz. The date
is Saturday 20 October and the venue St
Leonards Parish Hall. Please contact Carol
Henry for your tickets on 758435.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

T

he National Farmers
Union report that rural
crime is on the rise,
whether fly-tipping, hare
coursing or theft of livestock
and machinery. You can call a CrimeStoppers
number, 0800 783 0137 to give information
anonymously about any of these crimes or go
to www.ruralcrimereportingline.uk
Thames Valley Police will be in Chesham
town centre offering crime prevention
advice on 6 October and 3 November
between 11am and 1pm.
Shirley Blomfield (758314)
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camellias in the spring should have watered
regularly with rainwater as the buds
develop very early during the summer/
autumn and are prone to drop.
Do not be too hasty in disposing of
apparently dead shrubs/plants. Water
regularly for a few weeks and then try
scraping off the bark/surface if nothing has
shown. The strawberry tree savaged by me
after last winter and apparently dead, is
now a strong bush of some 3 feet round
and has not been watered all summer.
Some asters, smothered by strong echinops
ritro have clearly struggled but all but
one have green growth and now I can see
that one, I am trying to save it. Vegetables
should definitely be watered as the rainfall
we have had has made little impression.
Keep an eye out for potential issues
with trees - we have lost a large limb from
an ash and a walnut tree. The latter was

in trouble 20 years ago when we moved
in but this summer has been too much for
it. Interestingly it has probably produced
its best crop ever – I am sure I have seen
comment on a tree’s ability to recognise
when it needs to reproduce itself because it
knows it is failing.
Now is the time to harvest, preserve and
store. Tiresome as it is, I find it better to
freeze, make jam or chutney than to store.
Temperature, rodents and forgetfulness
lead to rotten half-eaten fruit.
Last but not least, there is likely to be
a bulbs shortage this winter due to the
weather both here and in major producing
countries such as the Netherlands. For some
varieties there may be no availability at all.
Get your bulbs order in early.
Happy gardening
Sarah Tricks

CHOLesbury cum St LEONARDS HORT SOC
Despite the very hot weather, there were
more entries for the Annual Show than for
the past few years, although some classes
were sadly lacking entries: especially the
children’s. It is always fascinating to see
how a single recipe can produce so many
variations – Connie’s chocolate cake being
the prime example. The cookery section
was a family affair with Pat Price winning
and Melinda Price as runner up. To enter as
many classes as they both did shows true
commitment.

I

n photography the judge commented
on the excellent standard – hence the
number of commended awards. There
are cups and trophies galore and it was
good to see different winners from 2017
in many cases (maybe not for those who
won in 2017!). David Harmer excelled in
8

photography, dahlias and Best in Show
flowers with his zinnias. John Lowe was
awarded the RHS Banksian Medal for
the largest total in cut flower and veg
divisions and Best in Show in veg. Best in
Show in arts and crafts was Liz Wright her elephant embroidery was very special
but the winner of the Arts and Crafts cup
was Marjorie Brown for her delightful felt
creations.
A big thanks to all those involved in
setting up, taking away, organising the
entries and making the teas and to those
who brought along their crafts for the
craft fair.
The next event will be the AGM on Friday
23 November at Cholesbury Village Hall.
Meanwhile the weather continues to be
a problem. The rain we have had, whilst
welcome, has not been enough and a
careful eye should be kept on all plants.
Any signs of stress and the plant should
be watered. Those hoping for shows of
Hilltop News

Sometimes it can be difficult to
cope with the challenges that
life throws at us so talking to a
counsellor may be helpful.
From my counselling practice near Wendover, I
offer a warm, friendly and confidential space for
you to talk through any problems you may be
facing such as anxiety, stress, sadness, low
self-esteem, anger and relationship difficulties.
For further information on how
I may be able to help or to book
an initial appointment, please contact me.
Natalie McGourty
MBACP, BA (Hons) Psychology

 

natalie@nmcounselling.co.uk
www.nmcounselling.co.uk
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The Tring
Pilates Studio
Fully equipped Pilates Studio
based in the centre of Tring
Our highly qualified instructors
have first hand experience of:
• Posture correction • Post op and Post trauma •
• Stroke rehabilitation • Dance •
Pre and Post-natal • Extreme sports •
Equestrian sports • General fitness •
We work on a ratio of 1 instructor to 3 clients,
sessions are tailored to your needs and we make it fun.
1-2-1 sessions available. Spacious & light studio, with
changing area and private consulting rooms.

01442 890214 studio@tringpilates.com
www.tringpilates.com
Sutton Court, Church Yard, Tring. HP23 5BB
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY COMMONS
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
AGM
The date of the AGM has been changed
to 27 November and will be held at
Cholesbury Village Hall at 7.30pm. We
will have updates on all that is happening
on the Commons. Refreshments will be
provided.

Grant for wheeled strimmer

Conservation Group sessions

We are very grateful to Councillor Chris
Brown and the Parish Council for securing a
grant from Bucks County Council to enable
us to buy a Doctorpower Trimmer/Mower.
For some time, Janet Hopkinson has used
her own machine to keep narrow paths
open, particularly at the Hawridge end
of the Commons. These paths have been
very popular with walkers and have not
generally been encroached by horse-riders.
Janet says that the machine is relatively
easy to use and seems very sturdy. Having
our own machine will make it easier for
others to use and so we are hoping that
individuals may come forward to keep
open their own favourite routes as well
as it being very useful for our general
conservation group sessions. It is great that
Chris thought of HCCPS when he heard
about the available funding from Bucks CC.
Our thanks to all concerned.

The winter Conservation Group sessions will start in early October. Each session is from 9.30
– 12.30pm. However, you can come for as long as you like. Everyone is welcome, adults and
children alike. Bring thick gloves. Refreshments are provided.
For further info: contact David Barnard (758365) or Isobel Clark (758987).
email volunteer@hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org
HCCG Programme Oct – Dec 2018
Date

Location

07 Oct
Opposite Benton Potts, Hawridge
		

Clear up fallen branches and burn. Remove
holly from paths. Bonfire

21 Oct

Cross ride behind cricket
pavilion, Cholesbury

Widen and heighten ride behind cricket
pavilion. Remove grazing exclosure.

04 Nov

Rays Hill ride between April
Cottage and Common Ley,
Cholesbury

Widen path and ride by cutting holly and
fallen branches and brambles. Bonfire

18 Nov

Between top of Stoney Lane and
Rose and Crown, Hawridge

Clear holly beside paths and cut
overhanging blackthorn

02-Dec
Beside Stoney Lane, Hawridge
		

Coppice hazel and clear overhanging and
fallen branches

16-Dec

Clear fallen blackthorn and other trees.
Bonfire.

In front of Post Office Cottages
and April Cottage, Cholesbury

Further cutting by James Jolliffe
We were very pleased with the work
undertaken by James earlier in the year
and he will be continuing to do a further
clear up before the winter. Our thanks also
to other volunteers who kept the paths
and rides cleared and to Phil Matthews for
his work by the Village Hall in time for the
Fete.
John Morris’ visit
Christine is shortly expecting another
visit to the Commons from John Morris of
Chiltern Woodlands. John regularly advises
her on work which needs to be done and
on a previous visit John saw evidence of
Ash Dieback, which is now very widespread
in the UK. Here, it was confined to young
roadside saplings. The larger trees seemed
10
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generally to be disease-free but we await a
further site visit to establish whether this is
still the case.
Tree work
The annual winter tree thinning work,
which is undertaken by Christine, is about
to start again.
Pallett’s Pond
We have been delighted that the work to
stem the leak in Pallett’s Pond has worked
and, despite the long hot summer, the
water level remains high. Unfortunately,
the New Zealand Pygmy Weed (Crassula
helmsii) is now rampant both in and on the
edges of the pond. Our efforts to control
it using black plastic were successful to a
degree but it was an eyesore for several
11

years and, even if we could eradicate it, it
could be re-introduced by visiting birds, etc.
This weed is now spread widely throughout
the UK. If left to its own devices the weed
would swiftly out-compete our native
species and deplete the pond of oxygen,
but manual control often leads to small
fragments generating new plants and
chemical control could lead to damage of
the native species.
For these reasons DEFRA is trying
to find a biological control agent for
the weed, which can be safely released
into the environment without causing
unintended consequences to other plants.
The most promising such agent is a gallforming eriophyid mite (Aculus sp.). This
family of mites is renowned for their host
specificity and ability to reduce the plants,
reproductive success. DEFRA are currently
carrying out a number of field trials to
establish whether it can be used safely in
the UK. We are awaiting the results of the
field trials with interest. Meanwhile, we
hope to carry out some careful manual
removal of the weed to prevent it getting
too dense.
Cards
Our cards have proven popular over the
last seven years though sales have tailed
off more recently and so we had decided
to discontinue producing them after the
current stock is finished. However, some
of our regular buyers have expressed
disappointment when told of this decision.
If you would like us to continue to produce
cards it would be really useful to know
what you would like: reprints of old
favourites, new wildlife cards, views? Please
let us know. Over the seven years we have
made approximately £2,700 in profits,
which is useful in helping cover the costs
of maintaining the Commons. If you would
like to purchase some of the remaining
cards or to express your views on future
cards please contact me lindsaygriffin@
yahoo.co.uk or 758440.
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I spy a moth!

Moth surveys
David Dennis and Peter Bygrave are
continuing their long-term moth survey
and continue to find several species which
have not been recorded on the Commons
before. Even on a relatively cool September
evening 14 species were identified, three
of which had not been previously recorded
here.
Celebration of the centenary of
end of WW1
We look forward to celebrating this event
at the bonfire on Cholesbury Common
on Armistice Day and congratulate the
organisers on this initiative.
Lindsay Griffin

Hilltop News
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
CRICKET CLUB
The League
It’s the end of
the league season,
so a good time
to look back and
ponder on the
results. By and
large it has been
a season of mixed
performances and
fortunes. As it was,
the team finished in
fifth place in the league, which represents
either mid-table respectability or mediocrity
depending on your point of view.
The bare facts show 14 full games
completed, one game being rain affected,
two forfeited matches due to player
shortage and one walkover. Eight of the
completed matches were won and six lost.
The general inconsistency in availability,
whilst an improvement on previous seasons,
had an effect on the strength of the team
from one week to the next. Nonetheless,
there were some excellent performances.
The highlights of the season included
a win at home to old adversaries Holmer
Green, who were skittled out for just
83 runs. Also, a win away at Wendover
towards the end of the season, where H&C
racked up 235-8 in the allotted 40 overs
(the best batting performance of the year)
before bowling the home side out for 156.
Star of the show was Kevin Stenson, with
80 runs.
A second key factor influencing the
league position was the lack of a regular
match day scorer. At first glance, it may
not seem important, but as the league
allocate an additional 3 points per game for
providing a scorer, over the season these
points can make a substantial difference.
So, a search for a regular Saturday match
14

Another prolific Sunday season for James Cath

day scorer for next season begins now! How
about you? Training can be provided - what
is needed is a healthy dose of enthusiasm.
It is a paid role, so great for an enthusiastic
junior (boy or girl), looking for some extra
pocket money.
Sunday friendlies
As with the league, the Sunday friendly
team has experienced a mixed season. The
one clear winner has been the weather,
almost too hot for cricket at times! The
heat took its toll on the wicket, but sterling
work from the grounds team, especially
Kevin Stenson, guided by the experience
provided by Dave Doyle of Tring Park,
meant that the wicket played better than it
has done for a few seasons.
As has been the case for a few seasons
now, James Cath has been relentless in
taming opposition bowling attacks with
his orthodox batting style. But the stand
of the season belongs to Alex Neal and
Ben Drane:199 against the Full Tossers.
Alex scored a career best of 120 and Ben
weighed in with 91.
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Saturday line-up, Back Row L to R: Steve Drane (umpire), Alex Neil, Harry Sargent, Mick Sargent,
Chris Channer, Ferdi Maintzer, Sarfraz Nawaz. Front Row L to R: Steve White, Andy Halliday, Neil
Jones (captain), Sean Robinson, Alexis Shead.

The early September visit to play against
the Royal Household at Windsor was keenly
anticipated. Last year the weather had a big
impact on the fixture, reducing the match
to 20 overs a side. This year the weather
was glorious. A total of 224 for 6 looked
safe enough, but this was easily knocked
off by the Royal Household, for the loss of
just 2 wickets. Nonetheless, it did not spoil
a stunning afternoon. I’m pleased to report
that we have been invited back in 2019!

All news, photos and more can be
found on the club website, which is
hawridgeandcholesbury.hitscricket.com. The
club also has a Facebook Page, WhatsApp
for Seniors and Twitter Account for Colts.
Brian Ralphs

Colts
One of the highlights of the Colts season
comes at the end of the season with the
Family Fun Day and Colts Awards. This will
be reported on next time.

Hilltop News
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DO YOU ENJOY
SINGING?
Wendover Choral Society would like
to welcome some new members to
our friendly choir of approximately 40
strong. We meet on Thursday evenings
between 7.45 and 9.45pm during term
time at St Mary’s Church, Wendover.
There are no auditions - an enthusiasm
for singing and some knowledge of
music is helpful - but an ability to sight
read is not essential. We are guided by
our ever patient Music Director, Peter
Bassano , and very privileged to have as
our Patron Sir Thomas Allen.
Email:
wendoverchoralsociety@gmail.com
www.wendoverchoralsociety.co.uk
Our next concert will be performed in
St. Mary’s Church, Wendover at 7.30pm
on December 8, entitled ‘ Christmas in
Dresden’.

LINDENGATE
The Lindengate gardens coped as
well as they might during the longest
and hottest summer heatwave for
a generation and, like the gardens,
the charity has continued to move
forward and grow. Our early summer
events - the annual Fair on 9 June and
the brilliant Mikron open-air Theatre
evening later in the month - were great
successes and much enjoyed by all the
record number
of people who
attended. We
are now looking
forward to our
next big public
event, the Open
Day on Saturday 6
October.

TOWN FARM ART
SHOW
Ten talented artists and makers
are showing an exciting mix of
hand-crafted, high quality artwork:
paintings, illustration, ceramics,
woodcraft, woodcarving and jewellery,
plus willow weaving and sculpture in
the garden. There will also be mulled
wine, mince pies and Christmas cake in
aid of Rennie Grove Hospice Care.
One weekend only: Friday 23 - Sunday
25 November, 10am – 4pm
6 Town Farm, Cheddington, Near Tring,
LU7 0TT
Photos and more info at www.
townfarmartshow.blogspot.com
Please park in High Street – not in
Town Farm. Free entry.
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Local History
Group
We start our new
programme this month
and are looking forward
to seeing both History
Group regulars and to
welcoming new faces. Look out for the
flyer enclosed with this month’s Hilltop
News listing our talks for this season.

W

e commemorate the end of
the Great War in 1918 with
two talks. The first of these on
Friday 5 October is ‘Artists of the Great
War - Creativity through conflict’ which will
include the likes of Paul and John Nash,
Christopher Nevinson, Wyndham Lewis,
Stanley Spencer and also Mark Gertler, who
was resident at the Windmill for a long
period during the War. We have invited
Ann Danks, an art historian and lecturer
who gave us an excellent talk recently on
another famous artist of the time, Stanley
Spencer.
The second talk, coinciding with the
100-year commemoration of the end of
World War I is on Friday 2 November and
is aptly entitled ‘The Armistice 1918 – Local
Perspectives’. We welcome back Stephen
Barker for a third time. He specialises in
military history and has undertaken in
depth research on The Great War and in
particular the campaigns of the Oxon and
Bucks Light Infantry, the regiment most
of the men from these villages served in.
This talk looks at the impact of the First
World War Armistice and the legacy of
the war in local communities. Stephen will
describe how the Armistice was celebrated,
what happened when soldiers returned
home and how families managed in the
immediate aftermath. Emphasis is placed
on individual soldiers’ and families’ stories,
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oral testimony and unseen photographs
from the time.
The Friday 7 December talk has the
enticing title Royal Mistresses and will be
given by Roger Powell, who has extensively
researched and published books on the
public and private lives of our kings and
queens.
The meetings take place at St Leonards
Parish Hall. Please arrive at 8pm for a
prompt 8.15pm start.
For members and regulars we look
forward to seeing you once again. And if
you are new to the area, have just not got
around to visiting before, or for a while,
why not come to one of our meetings?
Visitors just £4 at the door.
Membership for the whole year is great
value - just £10 for adults and free for
those 16 years and under. This includes
eight evening meetings, normally on the
first Friday of the month, plus a newsletter,
other member events and access to our
archive of photographs and other material
documenting the history of the houses,
people and events in the Hilltop Villages.
Something for everyone to enjoy.
Chris Brown (01494 758890)
email: localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com
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Good Neighbours
Group
Pub Lunch Club
Lunches, comprising a main course, dessert,
tea or coffee take place at The Full Moon on
the second Wednesday in the month, and
cost only £14. Bookings are made a week in
advance by calling the number below.
Currently up to 20 meet each month
to enjoy excellent food and a chance of a
chat in the convivial surroundings. This is
an opportunity to get to know some new
faces, whether you are new to the villages,
or if you are just around during the middle
of the day, maybe working from home and
just fancy a break and a chat over a meal.
It also provides an opportunity for those
who might otherwise not find it easy to get
to local social events, so if a lift is needed
there and back this can be arranged.
Gentle Exercise for Older Adults
These classes have become increasingly
popular and run each Tuesday from
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10.00am until 11.00am. They take place
at Cholesbury Village Hall and both ladies
and gentlemen are welcome. The sessions
are friendly and good fun and the exercises
can be done sitting down if necessary. The
courses are run by a qualified instructor
provided by GLL who run the leisure and
exercise facilities for Chiltern District
Council. Cost is £28.50 for each set of six
sessions. Contact Elayne Hughes on 07880
975 100 or email elayne.hughes@gll.org
Severe Weather Car Scheme
Each year, from December, we organise
a severe weather car scheme to help
older age residents who are unable to
get out due to severe weather or road
conditions. If you have a 4x4 car and would
like to volunteer please get in touch on
the number below. If you are already a
volunteer I will be contacting you ahead of
December to check that you are willing to
continue to be on the list this winter.
Chris Brown: 01494 758890 or
goodneighbours@cholesbury.com
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More Bank Holiday fun!
As has become customary, the annual Churches’ Fete on Bank Holiday Monday attracted
a mass of visitors. The weather was kind and we provided another traditional and
varied event.

T

he Fete had more stalls than last year
with a Bran Tub arriving on the day
thanks to an enterprising Dorritt
Cartmell. This was one of many childoriented stalls that appear regularly at the
Churches’ Fete. Bowling and Bottle Racing
can both be adjusted for children. Ducksin-Water is popular and both Pick-a-Stick
and Splat-the-Rat gave sweets as prizes.
Children also stepped up to the harder
Balls-in-Buckets game staffed by James and
Sylvia Watson, as it looks seductively easy.
Adults enjoyed the Coconut Shy and
thanks go to Phil Matthews for the Bales
and Andrew Carruthers for manning the
stall. Those taking a gamble could find
silver in Buckingham Palace run by Nick
and Georgia Brown, win prizes in two
Tombolas or guess the number of Balloons
in a car from Priests with a generous
servicing voucher as the prize. The answer
was 142 and Sylvia Watson guessed for
the adults and Isabell was the closest child.
The Coin Collage total was £53.36 and
Roland Seddon was just 6p higher while the
winning under eleven was Sally Freeman.
The big gamble was the Grand Draw and
Maggie Carruthers and Tony Francis raised
£825. We thank several businesses for their
prizes including The Full Moon and also
individuals whose contributions allowed
Maggie to create hampers.
The barbeque equipment could not be
found but Tom Haggerty finished up with
two sets and served excellent burgers and
hot dogs, raising almost £500. A lot of time
is needed to wrap bottles for Pick-a-Bottle
and Janet Hopkinson stepped forward to
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help. Elizabeth Tomlin ran the stall and it
was so successful that Pat Swann had to
leave her Jewellery stall to help.
The Fete has many stalls selling goods
and Brigid Farmer’s Plants and Carol Bird’s
Tombola sold out early. A great success
story was Bric-a-Brac where Sue Fletcher
raised over £600 thanks to generous donors
bringing a wide range of quality items.
This was closely followed by the Crafts
and Gifts stall that Joan and Margaret fill
with attractive new items from their many
business contacts. The Book stall’s income
was higher than last year.
The Village Hall was crowded as ever
as Teas were served to a queue of visitors
and Paddy Thomas found herself selling
a splendid range of luxuriously flavoured
cakes including Blueberry and Lemon,
Strawberry and Pecan, and Raspberry
Amaretti alongside Rosemary Pearce’s
classic scones. Outside the Ice Cream cornets

were piled high by a generous Angela
Lincoln.
The Ellesborough Silver Band played
mainly lighter numbers such as ‘Nightingale
sang in Berkeley Square’ but also a new
arrangement of Beethoven’s fifth. The Band
contributed to the fun and laughter that
makes the Fete an occasion for all ages.
The income before expenses is over £6,000
and will be shared between Hawridge and
Cholesbury churches.
Paul Bettison master-minded the
gazebos and marquees while Richard Leat
drove the van and their help with two
important jobs is much appreciated. Helpers
arrived early morning and after the Fete
had closed and we appreciate their hard
work, such that all the stalls were packed
away by 6.15pm, which must be a record.
John Farmer
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The Hilltops Remember...
On Sunday 11th November there will be various events in the Hilltop Villages to mark
the day 100 years ago when the guns fell silent at the end of the First World War.
Much of the planning by our small committee (including Philip & Jim Matthews and
Janet Hopkinson) has been based on what is being organised nationwide to bring the
country together for a day of remembering the sacrifice of so many.

The
Great War

The tone of the day is to commemorate, reflect and remember and we hope villagers
will join in doing so.

CHURCH SERVICES

Looking back to our villages 100 Years ago
This is a version of a recently published
article in the Local History Group Members’
Newsletter – one of a series published over
the past four years along with a number
of evening talks to commemorate the First
World War.

M

any men from these villages
served in all theatres of war,
spanning much of the globe, from
Europe to India, from Egypt to The Cape.
A few are still to be confirmed, but so far
over 170 men from the four villages have
been identified by the Local History Group.
Information includes details of where, and
in which regiment, they fought, the war
decorations they received, as well as their
family and occupations. Thirty-one local
men lost their lives in the War who are
commemorated on memorials at the three
churches as well as, in many cases, close
to where they lost their lives or are buried
at national and regimental memorial sites
looked after by the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission.
Men too old to serve on the Front Line
also volunteered to support the campaign,
such as at least ten veterans from earlier
conflicts. I am sure some women from
here also volunteered or were recruited,
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but I am yet to find evidence and in many
cases no records have been kept. Mention
is made in newspaper reports of those
severely wounded, though it is unknown
how many returned to these villages with
lasting physical or mental disabilities. The
War also had a major impact on those
families left without breadwinners. There
are newspaper articles about fund-raising
and other social events in our villages and
the work of local village ‘relief committees’,
raising funds and administering financial
and welfare support to families with
servicemen away from home.
With the gradual return of servicemen
after the end of the war, morale was
boosted by social events and rapidly
arranged fixtures of bowls, cricket and
football between neighbouring villages.
Memorials to the local men who gave
their lives in The Great War were unveiled
in 1921 at the three churches: plaques
at Hawridge and at Cholesbury, where
church gates were also erected; and the
St Leonards and Buckland Common War
Memorial, a white granite cross, was
unveiled (see photo). The service concluded
with the sounding of The Last Post by
George Gurney, father of Frank Gurney,
whose name is recorded on the memorial.

At 9.30am there will be a ‘Prayerful Service
with a Short Act of Remembrance’ at St
Mary’s, Hawridge which will be a short and
largely informal service to remember those
men from the villages who fought and
particularly those who did not return. Even
if you are not normally a Sunday-morning
churchgoer, this service will give you a very
special opportunity for remembrance.
Vintage vehicles will leave Hawridge Church
shortly after 10am to take those who wish to
St Leonards.

At 10.30am there will be a traditional
Remembrance Service at St Leonard’s
Church which will include a Roll of Honour
of the 21 named on the Churches’ War
Memorials, a wreath laying ceremony and the
Hilltop Villages’ Community Choir singing ‘In
Flanders Fields’, where many Hilltop soldiers
lost their lives.
Following the Church Service the Local
History Group will be staging a static display
in the Church Room of World War I items

and memorabilia with a unique local theme.
Coffee and teas will be served and all are most
welcome to come and view our local history
from 11.30am - 1.30pm regardless of Church
participation.

EVENING EVENTS
Our community-led evening events join
up with the nationwide ‘Battle’s Over’
commemoration as follows:
7.00pm WWI Beacons of Light. A bonfire will
be lit on Cholesbury Common with a short
ceremony to remember those locally named
on our village churches’ war memorials. There
will be a ‘Battle’s Over’ bucket collection
in support of The Royal Naval Association,
ABF - The Soldiers’ Charity, Royal Air Force
Benevolent Society and the Merchant Navy
Association.
7.05pm Ringing out for Peace. The church bells
of our local churches will join a nationwide
bell ring of 1,000 churches.
You will be most welcome at The Full Moon
following the bonfire.

INSTALLATIONS - UPDATE
The three Parish Churches are each funding their own pew installations
and name blocks, as appropriate. The support to fund the War Horse has
been insufficient to go ahead, but we are still supporting the national
‘Tommy’ silhouette campaign (as image top right). These silhouettes are
supplied by and raise money for the ‘There But Not There’ charity. Your
last chance to pledge a donation for the 6ft hollow aluminium silhouette
to stand in the Hilltops is THURSDAY 11TH OCTOBER. ALL money
pledged supports the following charities: The Royal Foundation; Walking
with the Wounded; Combat Stress; Help for Heroes; Project Equinox Housing Veterans; Commonwealth War Graves Foundation. To make a
contribution or query please contact HilltopsRemember@gmx.com or
phone 01494 757059

Chris Brown, Local History Group
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Life’s journey
It used to be that the start of the football
season was an indicator that summer
was coming to an end. But now the
season starts so early that the start of the
X-Factor provides a more reliable sign that
things are getting back to normal and the
nights are getting shorter.

A

lthough Harvest Festival is very
important to us, we no longer live in
a world so dominated by the yearly
round of the agricultural calendar as our
ancestors did. The summer holidays are
a legacy of requiring children to get out
into the fields in August to help with the
harvest. No doubt those whose highest God
is called ‘Efficiency’ decry this terrible waste
of six gloriously empty weeks.
A few people have asked me why
Harvest is so late, and why can’t it be
earlier? By the time we reach the first
Sunday in October it’s all over! That, of
course, is the point. We are celebrating the
successful completion of the Harvest, the
end of the gathering-in that means we will
have enough to eat over the coming winter.
Perhaps that’s not something that bothers
us these days, but for about three quarters
of the world’s population it is still a pretty
important preoccupation.
Christianity is a little out of kilter with
modern life, because it likes to celebrate
achievements rather than journeys. Think
back to the X-Factor for a moment. How
many of its winners can you still remember
or, less likely, do you take an active interest
in? We are more likely to remember plucky
and distinctive losers, but they too drift
from the mind with ease. How strange that
this is perceived as the aspirational path
to a successful life, when it seems on the

26

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

evidence to be an exciting curtain raiser to
a life of mediocrity and obscurity, forever
denied the lights that so briefly dazzled.
Journeys are what the X-Factor is all
about. But important as they are, they are
always less than half the story. How we get
somewhere is only really important in the
context of where we are going. This is a
fact that Christianity doesn’t lose sight of.
Our festivals, be they Christmas or Easter
or Harvest, all celebrate accomplishments –
which is to say what the journey resulted in
– rather than celebrating the journey itself.
It’s worth remembering. When we come
to church we do so because we are on a
journey. A journey that involves worship,
learning, and sustenance. It is a deepening
of ourselves, a growing self-awareness
and self-understanding. This is, if you
like, the same shtick as the X-Factor sells.
The difference is in the purpose and, we
believe, the results.
On this journey we walk with God.
It’s not a shallow time-pass of prurient
observation. It is how we understand who
we really are and, most importantly, how
we work out how we live our lives. In Jesus
Christ we understand that who we are and
what we do is the point and purpose of
every season of our life. Our lives are not
the journey; they are the destination.

Deiniol Heywood, Area Dean
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Church matters
from the registers
St Leonards
Holy Matrimony
28 July 2018 Teresa Suzanne Carnt and Fraser Murray Cameron
18 August 2018 Jennifer Mary Jones and Peter Henry Campbell
8 September 2018 Eleanor Maria Moore and Daniel Ben Turney
St Leonards
Holy Baptism
22 July 2018 Sienna Cichy-Pearse
CHOLESBURY
Holy Matrimony
11 August 2018 Annabelle Samantha Dorme and Fraser Alexander Atkins
Annabelle and Fraser’s wedding

CHOLESBURY
Holy Baptism
19 August 2018 Enya Luna Bray-Hare

respected Revd.Jeston. Our visitors left
flowers on the gravestones of the Jeston
family and of Thomas Sills. The Sills family
are still emigrating but in reverse as some
are now in England including one living in
Chalfont St Peter.
It was a delight for Cholesbury church
to host the wedding of Annabelle and
Fraser on 11 August. Annabelle is a nanny
and Fraser a solicitor and the couple live
in Chesham while Annabelle’s parents are
from Swan Bottom. They chose Cholesbury
as an intimate setting for a smaller
number of guests. Friends from The Lee
supported the bride and Linda Pearce
and her daughter, Elizabeth, who is a
florist, arranged beautiful country flowers.
Annabelle’s elegant bone-coloured dress
with unusual lace was designed by ‘Made
with Love Bridal’. The wedding colours were
not traditional and centred on blue - with
Annabelle’s sister wearing a beaded navy
floor length dress and the men in blue and
navy suits. Fraser had a bow tie and green
shoes! The couple are soon to be living

CHOLESBURY

O

n Sunday
15 July we
welcomed
members of the Sills
family to our Parish
Communion. An
ancestor of theirs
was Revd. Henry Jeston, our Parish Priest
for 58 years from 1830! Henry Jeston
played a part in alleviating the poverty
that struck villagers during the 1830’s and
he was further involved in the nationwide
reform of the Poor Law system. In 1862
his daughter, Julia, married Simeon Sills in
Cholesbury church before emigrating to
New Zealand. The photo shows members
of the Sills family and some of our
congregation in front of the stained glass
window that is a memorial to the much
30

The Sills family
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in Singapore where Fraser will apply his
expertise in aircraft finance.
Alex and Rachel Bray-Hare brought their
daughter, Enya Luna, for Baptism on 19
August and were able to share the Wedding
flowers generously left by Annabelle. We
welcomed Revd Janet Wales who took the
service. Rachel’s nephew, Eben, had been
baptised at Cholesbury three years ago.
There were four godparents from family
and friends and this lively and united family
held a reception afterwards in Tring.

Enya Luna Baptism
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The weather for the Churches’ Fete on
Bank Holiday Monday was dry but overcast
and attendance was slightly lower than
usual. However, there were more stalls than
last year and the Fete reflected the great
generosity of those who donated cakes,
bottles, prizes, plants, gifts, books and
bric-a-brac. As always, the Fete continues to
cater for all ages from Ducks-in-Water and
the Bran Tub to being able to sip a glass of
Pimms while listening to the Ellesborough
Band! Gross takings were around £6,000
and expenses are awaited. Thank you to
donors and volunteers who worked so
hard and guests who came and spent their
money. A full report appears elsewhere in
this edition.
In October we have two special occasions.
On the 7th we are holding our Harvest
Festival at 9.30am with traditional hymns
and at 6pm we have our Harvest Supper
and our high Speed Auction of Produce –
both occasions shared with Hawridge. The
following week is ShoeBox Sunday when,
during our new Morning Service, we ask
you give presents in a shoebox for families
in Eastern Europe who have so very little.
The boxes are available for collection from
the Church. Please indicate whether the
contents are household or boy/girl and age
group.
Cholesbury will be joining St Leonards for
the Remembrance Service at 10.30am when
we record 100 years since the Armistice.

ST LEONARDS

I

t is with much sadness we write
of the unexpected death of
Malcolm Osborne on
26 August. Malcolm
and Diana had lived
at The Cottage,
Bottom Road for 37 years
and had just moved north to Cheshire
to be with their family. He will be much
missed in the village. Ivor conducted a
wonderful Thanksgiving Service in church
on Monday 10 September with all the
Osborne family and Malcolm’s friends
present. Our little church was filled with
pretty, gentle Autumn flowers and was full
to overflowing…Testimony to a much-loved
man. A Celebration of Life will appear in
the next edition of Hilltop News.
It’s been a busy summer! We had three
more weddings….
Teresa Carnt and Fraser Cameron were
married on Saturday 28 July. The day
dawned slightly cooler than earlier in the
week for which the congregation (and

Teresa and Fraser
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Jennifer and Peter

those in kilts) were grateful – although the
sun still shone. Teresa and Fraser who have
made their home in Buckland Common
were surrounded by a wonderfully
supportive group of family and friends. Ian
Ogilvie took the service and was rewarded
(after a special request) by amazing singing
– in true Scottish fashion! Teresa looked
beautiful in a three-quarter length deep
cream dress with an overlay of lace on the
bodice. Fraser looked splendid in a kilt - as
did their son, Ben. Teresa had done the
flowers herself and the church looked really
pretty. A Reception was held at the couple’s
home.
Jennifer Jones and Peter Campbell were
married on Saturday 18 August. Revd. Ian
Ogilvie conducted a lovely service and the
church was full! Jennifer looked stunning
in a dress with a lace top decorated with a
daisy pattern and delicate pearl buttons on
the back. Her long veil blew gently in the
breeze outside the church which added to
the romantic atmosphere of the occasion.
Hilltop News

Her five bridesmaids were in pale yellow
which was the very pretty theme of the
flowers in the bouquets and in the church.
The reception which followed was at Notley
Tythe Barn near Long Crendon.
Eleanor Moore and Dan Turney
celebrated their marriage on Saturday
8 September. It was a wonderful service
conducted by Revd. Canon Rosie Harper
from Great Missenden who made both
family and their friends most welcome.
There was a congregation of over 135 and
we managed to seat everyone – just! Ellie
looked really lovely in a cream dress with
lace and a long train. The two bridesmaids
wore marvellous deep blue dresses which
contrasted brilliantly with the bride. The
flowers picked up both the creams and
the tones of blue. Rosie Harper likes the
Registers to be signed on the Altar in full
view of the congregation which meant we
were all a part of this important moment in
the service and we could all enjoy Richard
Charles’ playing of ‘Jesu Joy of Man’s
Desiring’. The Reception was held in three
large Tipis behind the Village Hall, which
made the occasion extremely special.
The Church was full when about seventy
friends and family gathered for the Baptism
of Sienna Cichy-Pearse on 22 July. The
service was conducted by Revd. Ian Ogilvie
and supported by Sienna’s God Parents,
Martyn Lee Pearse and Michelle Spink.
Both Natasha and Christopher with Sienna’s
younger brother, Troy, looked on and the
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Eleanor and Dan

little girl, in a very pretty white dress,
behaved beautifully throughout. It was a
very happy occasion!
Our Tea Parties continued throughout
the summer – always the fourth Wednesday

of the month. There is always a very relaxed
and friendly atmosphere and people
know they are most welcome even if they
can’t come very often. We meet again on
Wednesday 24 October and Wednesday 28
November at 3pm in St Leonards Church
Room. Please contact Anne Lake (01296
620169) or Anne Butterworth (758700) if
you would like a lift.
Breakfast – always on the fourth Sunday
of each month – was wonderfully well
attended in July. No-one had arrived just
after 9am but when we turned around,
there was a queue three deep and four
wide waiting patiently for Bacon Butties
and coffee! We were 44 altogether and
it made for a great start to the summer
holidays. We meet again on Sunday 28
October and Sunday 25 November. It’s
a lovely opportunity for the younger
members to take part should they want to
by saying a short prayer or doing an equally
short reading. The subject is light, thought
provoking and enjoyed by young and old
alike…and of course the Breakfast is rather
special! You are most welcome to join us
for a 9am breakfast and a half hour service
in Church at 9.30.

HAWRIDGE

V

illagers gathered
in great numbers
in July to say a
final farewell to Wesley
Mitchell at Amersham
Crematorium followed by a proper ‘country
tea’ at Cholesbury Village Hall. The Mitchell
family have always been a steadfast part
of Hawridge life with Sam and the boys
farming at the Smallholding and Rosemary
caretaking at Hawridge & Cholesbury
School for many years. Wesley was often
seen on Hawridge Common doing the
cutting and collecting and it is heartwarming to see Duncan and his young son
Edward continue with their small herd
of cows. There is a full tribute to Wesley
elsewhere in this issue but Rosemary would
particularly like to send her thanks to all
those who supported the family through
the long and difficult months since Wesley’s
stroke, for their ongoing friendship and
the generous donations to the Stroke
Association.
The Church Fete was once again a great
fundraiser for both churches and all at
Hawridge would like to thank those of
you who supported it by running a stall,
donating items or simply spending money
on the day. It is a hugely labour-intensive
few days of organising and we give special
thanks to those who have no particular
connection with the church but still roll up
their sleeves and help!
Tenders for the work that needs to be
carried out at the Church are still being
finalised and certainly bring our fundraising
needs and efforts into sharp focus. Our
September Quiz will have been held by the
time you read this and we will be looking
forward to organising our ‘12 Days of
Christmas Raffle’.

‘Friends of Hawridge Church’ play
a significant role with consistent and
generous donations and we would like to
thank you all for your on-going support
which is so vital to our tiny church.
Our weekly services are documented in
detail elsewhere, but the following services
are rather special...
7th October – this year’s Harvest Festival
Service and Supper & Auction will be
hosted by Cholesbury.
4th November – All Souls Service
(Commemoration of the Faithful Departed)
at 3pm. A reflective service to remember all
those who are no longer with us. Everyone
is most welcome and particularly those who
have been recently bereaved. If you would
like a name to be added to the list of those
we remember, please phone 01494 758332
and let us know.
11th November – A Prayerful Service
with a Short Act of Remembrance to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of
the end of the First World War. This service
will particularly remember villagers George
Samuel Baldwin, Bertie Benning, Archibald
Harry Brackley and Albert Wright - all of
whom fought and died between 1915
and 1917 in Flanders. Please come and
remember these men, even if Sunday
morning worship is not normally part
of your weekend. It will be a short and
informal service starting at 9.30 followed
by vintage vehicle transport to St Leonards
for those who wish to attend the ‘full’
Remembrance Service at 10.30am.
2nd December – Baptismal Celebration
Family Service. Everyone who has been
baptised at one of the four parish churches
is most welcome.

Sienna Cichy-Pearse Baptism
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Autumn pub news
The choices and variety available to us in
our Hilltop public houses continue on an
upward path. There are now three good
pubs actively trading, whilst a fourth has
been liberated from planning law purdah
and should be up and running within most
of our lifetimes.

T

he rejuvenated operations of the
Full Moon have bedded down to
a smooth-running routine with
plenty of interesting special events and
food offerings. You can follow these on
Facebook at thefullmoonat-hawridge.
Halloween will be celebrated, there will
be fireworks on 5 November, drag queen
Bella Berserk will appear on 17 November
and, on New Year’s Eve, an ABBA tribute
group will entertain. There will also be live
music on the final Saturday night of each
month. The private ‘events room’ will be
refurbished by the end of September.
Chef Andrew continues to offer a small
range of menu choices to ensure that he
can maintain his high standards by serving
only freshly prepared food from primarily
locally sourced ingredients. In keeping with
this, they have started to acquire Chagyu
Beef from Chesham farmer, Ben Harman.
This has been described in detail in the
Bucks Examiner. The Pub’s Facebook note
about it says in part: “The Harmans are …
proud owners of the longest established
Charolais herd in the country who enjoy
a calm and relaxed life…. Some of their
Charolais heifers are crossed with Wagyu
bulls to create simply irresistible beef with
marbling that you have to experience to
understand. The beef is hung for 28 days,
to produce dry aged cuts.”
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Fish n Fizz continues on Tuesday
evenings, and Friday is fish night. Although
coffee and cakes on weekday mornings
have been taken up slowly, it could become
more lively now that the new school year
has begun.
The Old Swan’s early autumn menu
will be replaced later in October with
a late autumn one. Their Christmas
menu can now be found on Facebook
theoldswanbucks and their web site www.
theoldswanpub.co.uk.
Responding to the recent surge of
interest in hand-crafted gins, the Old Swan
has stocked up on a number of these new
gins, unusual tonics and cocktail ingredients
to create a “gin menu”. A Gin and Tapas
Night will be announced on Facebook
shortly. There is an offer of a free gin to
any punters who go to the FB page, type in
“Hilltop”, Like “Gin and Tapas” and make a
booking for the event.
The Black Horse Inn in the Chesham
Vale continues to grow from strength to
strength. The business has been providing
employment for upwards of 30 people
which is great for giving younger members
of the community their first live work
experience. Fourteen-year-old youngsters
have been getting their start doing KP
duties in the kitchen before they can legally
move up to front of house when they turn
sixteen.
There will be the traditional bonfire on
Saturday 3 November complete with fire
dancers, music and a grill in the garden. The
Christmas menu is out now and bookings
have already started coming in. Although
it is a fairly quiet time of the year for many
Hilltop News

special events, it is easy to see what’s on at
www.theblackhorsechesham.co.uk. The two
regular fixtures will continue with a Quiz
Night every Tuesday except the first one of
each month and the very popular Vegan
Night on the second Wednesday of each
month.

building in the second week of September.
Although the pub was poorly managed
from 2008 until its closure at the end of
2013, there continues to be strong and
enthusiastic support for Mandy’s plans to
improve the building and reopen as a pub.
Some would say it is taking the Biblical
patience of Job.

At last, Planning Approval has been
granted for the redevelopment of the
White Lion as a traditional public house.
The request to extend the trading area
into the rear side of the main bar area and
the refurbishment of the Grade II listed
building areas was approved on 31 July. By
mid-August, comprehensive scaffolding had
been erected to permit full access to the
roof areas, and all the tiles have now been
removed.
The next step is to obtain detailed
drawings from Mandy’s architect in order to
be able instruct a building contractor. The
enabling requirement for that is the report
of a structural engineer who surveyed the

Bill Ingram

WINE TASTING
With winter in mind

Sample a variety of wines specially selected
by Rev. Michael Eggleton
(Affiliated Tutor at the Wine & Spirit Education Trust)
FRIDAY 30 November 8-10pm
CHOLESBURY VILLAGE HALL
Tickets £15 in advance from
Anne Johnson 01296 625171 (eve)
or email ajjohnson50@msn.com
All proceeds to the Village Hall
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HILLTOP NEWS nature notes

Autumn in all five senses
According to John Keats, autumn is a “season of mists and mellow fruitfulness”. The fruitfulness
the poet had in mind was produce from the cottage garden or farm such as orchard grown
apples, cereals stored in the granary or ‘gourds’ (as he calls them) by which he meant those softskin varieties like pumpkins and squashes.

F

urther afield he considered fair game
anything from nature’s larder, from
hazel nuts foraged from the hedgerow
to poppies, of which he acknowledges the
narcotic properties of the seeds scattered
within the furrows of ploughed fields. So I
have sketched out my instant thoughts on
how the autumn season affects the senses,
whether those are our own, or those of the
wildlife around us.
Sight – Visual signs of the autumn
season getting underway are often
indiscernible, fleeting or clandestine. On
warm evenings, as heat escapes from
the ground, insects float upwards on the
air currents. This is likely to attract, at
first, just small gatherings of swallows
swooping low overhead. Within days the
aggregations become larger and more
persistent. Suddenly the swallows depart
and their sudden and total absence is as
much a signal that autumn is approaching
as was their presence. Now take leaf fall.
In the Chilterns we are lucky to enjoy a
wide variety of woodland, hedgerow and
solitary tree species. Whilst our woodlands
may not be able to mirror the vast expanse
of magnificent crimson reds and burnt
oranges of the New England Fall, in a good
year the cascade of hues transitioning over
several weeks from light green to chestnut
brown is a match for any north American
display.
Smell – There are brief occasions
throughout any year when you don’t
need to rely on your eyes but instead
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on your sense of smell to identify what
season it is. A sniff of wild garlic would tell
you it is early spring. Later in this season
both hawthorn and elderflower can be
overwhelming. For some reason I associate
the smell of foxes with cold mornings and
evenings in winter. The essence of wild
honeysuckle on a summer’s evening can be
almost intoxicating. But what about the
autumn? Thinking back to previous years
for me the redolent essence of the autumn
is the musty effluence of some fungi. Two
identifiable to the nose and also visually are
the puffball and the stinkhorn. Each enjoy
the rich compost formed beneath the leaf
litter. Consequently, without the profusion
of their often overpowering perfumes, they
would otherwise be passed undiscovered.
The uninviting smell emanating from
the common puffball is caused by the
dispersal of spores when the puffball is
rained upon or consumed by animals.
Prior to spore development the common
puffball is, in fact, edible and considered
a delicacy in some places. Similarly, the
common stinkhorn can be consumed (not
recommended that you try it though)
when it first emerges from underground.
However, as it grows it becomes poisonous
and distinctly unattractive and unpleasant
to smell. Insects are readily attracted by
the odour and by eating the fleshy fruiting
body the stinkhorn’s spores are dispersed.
Taste – Autumn is available in many
flavours. Blackberries provide a vital
source of sugars for late season insects like
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wasps and flies. Because of this a number
of species of arachnids, such as the orb
spider, make their home and set their
silken traps adjacent to the overweight
stalks of fruit and make a killing on the
insects they entangle. Overripe elderberries
normally survive into October and become
a favourite for woodpigeons. Hanging
perilously from the inflorescences the
pigeons can become intoxicated. In this
drunken state they will be increasingly
sluggish and susceptible to predation by
sparrowhawks. Because of their corpulent
physique these heavyweight birds are
inevitably slow-moving and an obvious
target for not just the sparrowhawk
but also the occasional fox. Despite
this, through eon-old struggles
to survive, woodpigeons have
in fact evolved a strategy to
maximise their chances to survive
such surprise attacks. Unlike
most other birds,
certainly those
of a similar bulk,
when woodpigeons
are startled they take off
vertically. An orientation which
cannot be simulated by most other
birds, even the sparrowhawk, let alone old
‘Reynard’.
Sound – Back in November 2003 in
my Nature Notes I made reference to a
little-known ghost story centring on these
parts. It is known as The Screaming Pigs
of Cholesbury recounted by local historian
John Pilgrim. In the briefest of words, the
story is told of....”strange ‘unearthly noises’
emanating from Cholesbury Camp and the
reluctance of even the most fearless of
the men of the village to enter the Hillfort
after dusk”. The supposed origin of these
disturbing sounds is the echoes of pigs
being slaughtered by pagan inhabitants of
the Camp. I suspect most of us have been
spooked by the nocturnal shrieks of foxes
and awoken at an unearthly hour by the
incessant barking of muntjac. Distressing as
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they both sound it is the inevitable result
each autumn when there is romance in the
air! For foxes it is an intimate affair whilst
for muntjac, who breed all year round, it is
usually a male deer staking out its territory,
telling the females he is ‘on station’, or
chasing off another male, or just sounding
a nervous alarm if disturbed.
Touch – So delicate and susceptible to
damage when there is any
pollution in the air, lichens
have been used as a
barometer to measure the
presence of a whole range
of such pollutants; noxious
gases, rainwater acidity, and
airborne particulates. The
clean air we are lucky to
breathe up here, 600 feet
in the Chilterns, provides
an atmosphere conducive
to a wide range of lichen
varieties. This variety means
we can find lichens with
many textures which feel
so different to the
touch. At
this time of
year these sensations can be
enhanced by the emergence of fruiting
bodies which in time will release spores.
Almost any surface that has been in situ
and stable for some time can provide the
substrate to host one or more varieties
of lichen: for example, slate and tile
roofs, trees and bushes, stone walls and
gravestones. These habitats are also rich
in micro fauna, such as beetles, mites
and woodlice and consequently are also
excellent hunting grounds for small
insectivorous birds, animals such as shrews,
wasps and ants.
So autumn can be a delight for the
senses. When out and about, try and
experience the season using all of them!
Comments as usual to
chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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GORDON KEW
1930 - 2018
Gordon Kew
lived in Buckland
Common for
nearly 30 years
and was a good
friend to many in
the villages. He
passed away peacefully on 23 August after
spending the last 20 months well cared
for in the Cherry Tree Nursing Home near
Princes Risborough.

W

ith his distinctive accent, friends
think Gordon is Scottish, but he
was born in South Shields before
living his early years across the border
in the shipyard town of Clydebank. His
parents worked for the Salvation Army and
it was here, while playing in the band, that
Gordon’s love of music took hold.
He moved back south to Leeds where
he met the love of his life, Margaret, the
daughter of the family he lived with.
They married in 1953 and children Russell,
Howard and Fiona followed. Gordon has
always been very proud of his children and
their achievements, together with those of
his five grandchildren. The family moved to
Amersham in 1972 as Gordon took a senior
position in insurance with Sun Alliance
Bank in London.
Gordon admitted to being not much
of a footballer, but was “kidded” into
refereeing by Margaret’s father. He
progressed to be one of the league’s top
referees – handling many first division
matches. Then he got the call that every
English ref dreams of – an invitation to
referee the FA Cup Final. This was 1974 and
Gordon’s first reaction was to get himself
“extra fit” as Wembley then was renowned
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for its lush turf that saps strength from legs.
All went well in the match and Princess
Anne presented Gordon with his medal.
It was fitting that, at the celebration of
Gordon’s life at Chilterns Crematorium, the
famous cup final anthem ‘Abide with Me’
was sung.
Soon after the cup final, Gordon was
placed on the FIFA international list of
referees and travelled throughout Europe
before retiring in 1977 at the statutory age
of 47. He returned to his weekday job in
the City: getting time off to referee was
never a problem as this was regarded as a
public service.
Gordon retired from his City job at the
age of 60 and then became Town Clerk at
Amersham for several years. He moved to
Buckland Common in 1986. Both Gordon
and Margaret took part and supported
many village events and societies. Margaret
was a renowned singer and Gordon an
accomplished piano player. He would
accompany Margaret during her many
shows, both locally and further afield. They
were supporters of the Chesham Light
Opera Company and performed Gilbert &
Sullivan and all the main shows of the day.
Margaret sadly died in 2010 and Gordon
said in a tribute that he liked to think
that marriage was the very best thing that
happened to both of them.
Watercolour painting was another
of Gordon’s
hobbies and, as
well as painting
at home, he
joined the
Cholesbury
Village Hall Art
Group. When ill
health caused
Gordon to
move to Cherry
Tree Nursing
Home in early
2017, he took
up painting
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again as soon as he was able. The Care
Home produced its own Christmas cards
using one of Gordon’s paintings.
Gordon played bowls at Chesham Bowls
club and at home was often seen walking
his beloved dogs or tending his well-kept
garden. He made many good friends in the
Hilltop Villages: he could chat to anybody
on a wide range of topics – they will all miss
his character and conversation. At his final
resting place, family and friends paid fitting
tribute to a life well lived.
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Wesley Mitchell
April 1962 - July 2018
On 23 July family and friends from the
Hilltop Villages and the local farming
community gathered to honour the life
of Wesley Mitchell who died on 1st July
following a lengthy spell in hospital. It
was great testament to Wesley that the
gathered congregation was a wide and
varied cross-section of the people who
had come to know him as a friend - the
gentle giant of a man who was so much a
part of the ebb and flow of village life in
Hawridge, who would help anyone and
whose quick wit and wickedly dry sense of
humour was equalled only by the kindness
he showed to others.

N

o slave to fashion, his outward
appearance did not prepare you
for the beautiful, soft spoken voice
nor the intelligence and politeness that
shone through and charmed everyone who
met him and I suspect he never knew how
fondly loved and well respected he was by
so many people in the village.
Wesley was born at St Leonards, where
he lived for 14 years. Before going to school
he spent a lot of time with his father, Sam,
looking after chickens and visiting people
on farms in the local area.
Wesley made his first bid in an auction
of harvest festival produce at St Leonards
church, when he was 6 years old. He
wanted an ornamental gourd from a
window display and Sally Matthews asked
the vicar to ignore his initial bid and
whispered to Wesley that he should offer
less money as no one else wanted it.
After St Leonard’s school closed Wesley
went to Hawridge School before moving
to Cestreham in Chesham and at 14 went
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for one day a week to college in Amersham
to study motor mechanics. He became a
Leyland apprentice after leaving school
and travelled on his moped every day from
Hawridge to Aldenham. Two evenings
a week he went to Watford College for
evening classes.
Although Wesley was a heavy vehicle
fitter he was always interested in tractors.
The ‘tractor men’ as he called them always
encouraged his interest. About this time
Wesley also developed a surprising interest
in show jumping. The reason for his
interest became apparent when he was
commenting on the shiny windows of the
tractor which came into the arena at the
Horse of the Year Show to clear fences for
the jump off. He was watching the tractor
he had prepared and not the horses!
Wesley continued to take any relevant
exams and became an AIRTE – (Associate of
the Institute of Road Transport Engineers).
He went on to work for various companies
and eventually focused on agriculture.
Many of you will have seen him around The
Smallholding at Hawridge, taking life at his
own, inimitable, relaxed pace, checking his
cows or trundling along in his Ford tractor
with a trailer full of hay or cattle.
His number one joy however was,
without doubt, in his role as uncle to
Edward - or should I say being Uncle ‘Wizz
Wizz’ to ‘Dear Boy’ or ‘The Weed’ as Wesley
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teasingly referred to his young nephew.
They were often to be seen together on
the farm and Wesley’s sheer delight in
his nephew was palpable - they made a
wonderful pair.
Life was sadly and shockingly never
to be the same again following Wesley’s
catastrophic stroke in March 2017 when
his life hung in the balance for some days
at the John Radcliffe. No family could have
shown greater love and commitment in
their support of Wesley during the difficult
and uncertain months that followed and
eventually he was moved from Wycombe
Hospital to a nursing home in Chalfont.
Everyone was in utter awe of the strength,
courage and stoicism with which Wesley
bore the events of those 16 months, always
with great dignity and politeness and,
miraculously, glimpses of the sense of
humour that so many of us enjoyed. Sadly,
it became an unequal and overwhelming
battle that clearly was too exhausting to
fight and he passed away peacefully with
his sister Morny at his side, whose words
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at his funeral are echoed by so many...”my
kind, brave, generous and courageous
brother enjoy dreaming and be at peace
with no more pain”.
Wesley’s mother, Rosemary, known to so
many of you, would like to thank everyone
for their ongoing friendship, support and
the generous donations to the Stroke
Association.
Janet Hopkinson
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CURVACEOUS COOK
Chocolate and Orange Mousse

V

V

I do think this is worth sharing for its ease and deliciousness.

V

Melt 175g chocolate, no more than 72% choc content or it will be too heavy. I do this in the microwave, for
about 1.5 minutes, checking after a minute, and standing for 1 minute when melted.

100 Club
winners

Whisk 4 egg whites to the firm peak stage (you should be able to invert the bowl over your head with
nothing escaping - not obligatory!)
In another bowl, mix 3 egg yolks and 2 tbs sugar with 2 tsp orange rind and 2 tbs orange juice.

Cholesbury Village Hall

Stir the yolk mix into the chocolate. Beat in 1 tbs stiff egg white to make the mix softer.
Fold the remaining egg whites into the mix until no white is showing.

August 2018
£25 Linda Wordsworth, Watford
£15 Chris Day, Chesham
£10 Jean Turner, Buckland Common

Cover and chill, removing from the fridge at least an hour before eating. This should be made the day
before to allow the flavours to come through.
I serve it in expresso cups with a blob of cream and a sprinkle of orange rind on top. It is very rich, but I do
know people who can eat a bowl full! Serves 8 in expresso cups.

September 2018
£50 Heather Stuart, Cholesbury
£25 Joan Barnard, Cholesbury
£15 Michael Franklin, Cholesbury
For membership, please contact Brigid
Farmer on 758715, or email
brigid.farmer@gmail.com

St Leonards Parish Hall
August 2018
£25 The Hunt family, St Leonards
£15 Marcus Reynolds, Asheridge
£15 Mrs D Amies Aylesbury

Bottled apples
We have masses of Bramley apples this year, and two years ago I bottled a lot of them.
So simple, and they have kept really well.

September 2018
£15 Carol Conlan, Bellingdon
£15 Sue Wayne, Buckland Common

1 litre water
Scant cup of sugar, boiled together then simmered for 10 minutes.

For membership, please contact
Richard Leat on leatrj@yahoo.co.uk or
01494 758784.

V

V

Slice apples into the syrup and simmer for 5-10 minutes, depending on how thickly you have sliced them!
Pack into clean and sterilised jars and top up with the syrup.

V

Seal with new lids (ideally) and invert until completely cold.
Store in a cool dark place
Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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and installed a remote camera. It’s been
triggered a few times and we think the
guilty parties are either muntjac or fox, or
both – but nothing has yet been caught
in the act, mouth stuffed with grapes. The
sugar in the grapes is already nearly what
it was when we picked last year (middle
of October) and we think it’s going to get
better yet (and I’m sure the muntjacs and
foxes are thinking the same – for them, is it
one sweet now or two sweets later?).
A friend has vineyards in France and
for many years he’s used electric fencing
against wild boar who have a particular
predilection for ripe grapes in the hills.
There, they are spoilt for choice where the
vineyards are wall-to-wall. I somehow don’t
think electric fencing will help us, but I
would be happier meeting muntjac in the
vineyard rather than a wild boar!
To get a reasonable crop, we now need
continued sunshine and warmth and rain to
increase the juice quantities in the grapes.
The other day it rained and you could

More from the
Accidental Vigneron
Aah, the capriciousness of expectation –
could this year produce a decent crop? A
perfect summer; the best since 1976 all say,
and plenty in the news about English wine.
But, “could”, because after doing a “bunch
count” (literally counting the bunches on
a couple of rows and extrapolating to the
whole), it’s a bit disappointing – but a heck
of a lot better than the last 2 years though,
so no complaints.

W

inegrowers had sun at the right
time and warmth for the flowers
to set. Not for everybody though
– our (Brexit) cousins (I’m letting slip my
own persuasions here), the French, have
had a very difficult time of it – rain at the
wrong time and mildew galore. So will this
year be the year that the UK produces more
than 10 million bottles? It could well be
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virtually watch the grapes swelling – but no
rain just before we pick please, as it dilutes
the sugar levels. You just can’t win.
Actually it’s the sugar and acid content
when picked which really informs the
decision as to whether we go for still
or sparkling. Sparkling wines need the
sugar but also more acid, which grapes
in the UK tend to have. After the 2014
harvest, I asked Vince his views and, quite
conspiratorially, he whispered in my ear
“I can make a better fizz out of not quite
so good grapes – we’ve got two shots at
it (referring to the double fermentation
required to make fizz) – clearly our grapes
weren’t that good. But he’s good - the end
product now is delicious!
That was then and this is now; the longrange forecast is for warmer than average
temperatures and not much rain. Here’s to
keeping fingers crossed…
Cheers,
Patrick Hurd, Hale Valley Vineyard
(07740) 858683 www.halevalleywine.com

and if so that’s double the quantity from
10 years ago. There’s been a lot of planting
of vineyards over the last few years –
mainly now the champagne varieties of
Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier.
Quite a few in Bucks, with such luminaries
as the Laithwaite family. No Taittinger here
yet, though.
So, back to our little vineyard – a bit
over an acre of mainly Bacchus and Findling
grapes – popular at the time of planting
in 1988. Everyone thought the German
varieties to be the most suitable back then.
In fact our winemaker, Vince of Stanlake
Park in Twyford, who’s been making wine
from Bacchus for many years, swears by it.
Others do too, so maybe we don’t need
climate change.
Last year we were troubled by animals
and birds eating our ripe grapes (and
we didn’t have many of them in the first
place!). So this year we’ve gone high-tech
Hilltop News
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October 2018
5th

Dear Diary

Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

20th WI Quiz – St Leonards Parish Hall
22nd Parish Council Meeting – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm
24th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

November 2018
2nd

Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

11th Hilltop Villages remember Armistice Day
19th WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm
23rd Hort Soc AGM – Cholesbury Village Hall – 7.30pm
26th Parish Council Meeting – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8pm
27th HCCPS AGM – Cholesbury Village Hall – 7.30pm
28th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm
30th Winter Wine Tasting – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8-10pm

December 2018
7th
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Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm
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We welcome all news, letters and articles
which are of general interest and relevance
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for
inclusion in the December/January edition
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or
Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10
November latest. Please note that photos
sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750
pixels in size.
.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449
grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700
anne@churchcottage.eu
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250
annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882
info@michaelspark.com
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printer
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592
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Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making
and is funded by advertising.
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