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Last year Easter fell early in April. This year 

it is in late April – in fact, almost as late as 

it can get. So why the differences?

In AD325, the Council of Nicaea decided 
that Easter should be a moveable feast, 
celebrated on the first full moon on or 

after the Spring Equinox (the day on which 
there are equal hours of light and dark). So, 
Easter Day can come as early as March 22, 
or as late as April 25. This year Easter Day is 
on 21 April. 

Christians associate Easter eggs with 
joy and celebration. Hares or rabbits and 
coloured eggs are ancient symbols of new 
life and are now connected with Easter. 
Traditionally, hard-boiled eggs were given 
as Easter presents. Today, to the preference 
of most of us, Easter eggs are usually made 
of chocolate.

On Good Friday, hot-cross buns are a 
feature for many. The Greeks and Romans, 
as well as Saxons, ate bread marked with 
a cross. The early Christians took up this 
custom: the cross, for them, standing for 
the cross on which Jesus died.

May you have an enjoyable Easter…

Looking forward to a late Easter!

In this issue:
•   Tony Francis presents an artistic display
•   Locals restore one of our signposts
•   H&CCC keep the best traditions of  

cricket alive
•   The Good Neighbours Group continue  

to help us prevent crime
•   Let’s hear it for St George!
•   Chris Brown looks to untangle nature’s 

words and pronunciation
•   Our Curvaceous Cook serves up a pork 

dish for Easter

…plus all the news from our churches, 
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.

Thank you… On 8th March the Hilltop News 
team invited our magazine’s contributors, 
advertisers and distributors to its biennial 
drinks-and-canapes evening at Cholesbury 
Village Hall. Editor Graham Lincoln thanked all 
those who help keep HTN running, and also 
acknowledged the rest of the Hilltop News 
team – most of whom, he pointed out, had 
been working on Hilltop News from the start – 
101 issues and 16 years ago…

A message from  
the Diocese:

David has withdrawn from 
ministry for a time in agreement 
with the Diocese. This follows 

a prolonged period of absence. He 
will not be carrying out any duties 
or attending the church during this 
time, though please be assured he 
is visited and spiritually supported 
by the Area Dean and others. The 
Diocese is exploring a variety of ways 
to support the life of the benefice 
in the immediate future, which 
includes an allocation of funding for a 
6-month temporary placement of an 
experienced priest. We will, of course, 
update you as and when we are able to 
share further information and please 
continue to keep David and Penny in 
your prayers.



4 Hilltop News Hilltop News 5

THE PARISH COUNCIL

As Spring arrives, it marks the start 
of a very busy period for the Parish 
Council, with some of our roads 

needing extra attention and the end of the 
approaching financial year. Just a reminder 
- we have no elections in May as we are 
moving to a new unitary council, so our 
next elections will be in May 2020. 

The Parish Council has been busy 
surveying the markings on our roads and 
have collated a list of the road markings 
that either need painting or just a good 
clean. This information will be sent to 
Transport for Bucks at Bucks County 
Council. 

There are still a few plots available at 
Springall Allotments, so please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you are interested. 

As many of you will know, our 
Community Policeman Kevin Flint, 52, was 
tragically killed on his way home from 
work on Tuesday 15 January. Cllr Brown, on 
behalf of the Parish Council, would like to 
remember PC Flint… 

“PC Kevin Flint was on his motorbike 
when he was involved in a collision with a 
vehicle in a lay-by on the A41 between the 
Chesham and Tring junctions. 
He leaves a partner, Lynn McGill, and 

two children. 
Kevin started his career at Chesham 

Police Station and had been with the 

Your councillors are:

John Allen, Chairman: 758095

Nigel Blomfield: 758314

Diane Brackley: 01296 625081

Chris Brown: 758890

Philip Matthews: 758205

Bill Ingram: 758258

Francis Sanger: 758767

Thames Valley Police force for 27 years, 
mainly based in Chesham, but he also 
spent periods nearby in Prestwood and 
Amersham.  

I understand he also trained as a firearms 
officer but decided to return to Chesham 
to neighbourhood policing where he could 
work directly with the local community. 
Only in December Kevin told me he was 
looking forward to becoming, later this 
year, the Wildlife and Heritage Crime 
investigating officer for this part of Bucks. 

As our Neighbourhood PC, Kevin 
was committed to maintaining strong 
connections with our community and was 
also our key police contact at our regular 
Rural Police Forums which he frequently 
expressed, as of mutual benefit, updates 
on recent criminal activity and forthcoming 
crime prevention operations. 
Kevin’s sudden and tragic death has 

been a great shock to all who knew him. 
His commitment to our community was 
legion and will be sorely missed” 

 
Please visit our website –  

www.cholesburyparishcouncil.org.uk 
where you can find all you need to know 
about the parish council together with 
local information including surveys, details 
of meetings and updates on local services 
that will affect you. If you have any queries 
regarding the Parish please do not hesitate 
to get  in touch with me…

Joanne Martins, Parish Clerk  
01296 633323 parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com 

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

More than 25% 
of Bucks school 
leavers in 

summer 2018 achieved a 
place at a Russell Group 
university. This was the 
highest figure in the 
UK, with Hertfordshire 
coming second with less 
than half the amount. This speaks really 
well for state education in the county, 
which is highly beneficial for young people 
and house prices locally! This also translates 
into jobs with all eyes presently focussed on 
opportunities post Brexit.

On 21 February the County Council 
accepted the final Budget before the 
Buckinghamshire Council goes live on 5 
May 2020. A net budget for 2019/20 was 
set at £356 million, meaning BCC’s portion 
of Council Tax will be £1,329 for a Band 
D property, an increase of 2.99%. This 
includes an increase of £1.7m for adult 
social care and £2.8m for children’s services.

Anthony Stansfeld, the Police & 
Crime Commissioner for Thames Valley, 
in his March Newsletter, tells us that in 
addition to the Government’s 2019/20 
funding settlement (£509m) more than 
half is subject to agreement from local 
taxpayers. He made the decision to seek 
the views of residents in Thames Valley 
and of the 8,031 people who completed 
his survey 70% agreed to an increase to 
fund policing. This enabled him to agree 
a budget which avoids damaging cuts and 
allows investment in operational policing 
to help protect local communities. He 
also mentions that residential burglary 
has gone down by almost 2% in Thames 
Valley. Anthony stands down this year 
but we must be grateful for his focus and 
personal intervention on rural crime.

HS2 is in the news more than ever and 
all bad publicity. Lower speeds, fewer 
trains per hour, the capacity problems were 
fudged and the majority of the population 
asking for it to be scrapped. Nonetheless 
the contractors are busy locally and as your 
County Councillor I shall be vigilant on your 
behalf. The new council will be focussing 
on all the threats to our countryside as an 
absolute priority.

I have met many of you at meetings and 
events in recent weeks, and I do hope you 
will contact me if I can raise your concerns 
with officers at County Hall.

Tricia Birchley 
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk 
01296 651823
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keeps babies’ bottoms dry and why we 
don’t make windows out of something less 
likely to break.

A number of children participated in a 
Key Stage 2 Cross Country Festival which 
was held in Great Missenden and all the 
children that volunteered to represent the 
school did exceptionally well. Continuing 
the sporting theme, a number of children 
took part in a Gymnastics Festival at Dr 
Challoners High School, performing a 
routine to other schools’ teachers and 
children. Once all the routines had been 
completed the children were allowed to 
use the extensive range of gymnastics 
equipment at the school under the 
supervision of the Sports Leaders. 

A number of the children are also taking 
part in two big music events. Primary 
schools from across the whole county will 
be joining forces to take part in ‘Echoes – 
Love & Life: Dare to Dream’ at The Royal 
Albert Hall. This is a celebration of singing 
and music featuring 1800 children. Love 
& Life is a collection of songs whilst Dare 
to Dream is a newly commissioned semi 
staged opera composed by Hannah Conway 
- all accompanied by a 25-piece orchestra. 
Having had the opportunity to perform at 
such an auspicious venue, they will then 
take part in the Annual Chiltern Musical 
Festival in Amersham.

Looking ahead, there is a Film night, a 
Mother’s Day service led by the younger 
children and planning for the Chesham 
Carnival float. The theme of the Carnival 
is Global Landmarks - and Hawridge and 
Cholesbury will be representing Egypt and 
the Pyramids. Lastly, the annual Spring 
Fayre will be on Saturday 18 May between 
11am and 2pm.

James Morris

As this is being written the children are 

celebrating World Book Day. All children 

have gone in to school dressed as a 

character from a book that they have read. 

There are a number of activities being 

planned during the day and parents were 

invited to see the children dressed up and 

take part in a parade on the playground. 

One of the activities for the older children 

is a balloon debate where, in keeping with 

the character they dressed up as, they 

have to try and justify their continued 

presence in the basket of a balloon that is 

descending and needs to lose weight.

The children have also taken part in 
National Science Week which the 
staff have done a great job to make 

sure that all classes from Windmills to Year 
6 have been included. Science Oxford – an 
independent charitable trust - visited for a 
day of workshops, including exploring the 
Science of Magic. During this workshop 
the children had to work scientifically to 
try and solve the science behind a series of 
magic tricks. Not only did they learn about 
magic but also about a wide range of other 
scientific principles and topics as varied as 
how to make a biscuit tin roll uphill, what 

HAwRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

Neighbourhood 
Watch supports the 
police by passing 

on useful information 
on crimes and suspicious 
activity, helping them to 
build up a picture of a locality. The most 
popular way to do this is by phoning 101. 
However, it can be difficult to get through 
and there may be long waits on the phone. 
There is an alternative way of making a 
report and this is by using the Police Online 
‘Report-a-Crime’ page. This is the best way 
to report non-urgent information and 
leaves phone lines freer for more urgent 
matters.  

Shirley Blomfield (758314)

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS w.I.

We welcomed Stephen Hearn of 
Tring Market Auctions to our 
January meeting. He recounted 

anecdotes of his early years working as 
an agricultural valuer and auctioneer and 
continued by explaining how changing 
times meant that livestock sales were 
discontinued, leading to the development 
of the present-day auction rooms selling 
furniture and effects and Fine Art. Members 
had brought along a number of items for 
his inspection and valuation and there were 
pleasant surprises for some - well worth 
taking a look in the attic!

For the February meeting Dave Sievers 
spoke about his authorship of crime novels 
based in the Aylesbury Vale area. His talk 
was titled ‘Making Crime Pay!’ but he 
explained that he did not aim to get WI 
members on to a life of crime! 
Looking forward, we welcome back Jeff 

Rozelaar to our April meeting on Monday 
15th. Jeff is also an author but for this visit 
he will be telling us about his life as an 
actor and film extra. 
Later in April, on Saturday 27th, a Quiz 

has been arranged in aid of the Blood 
Bikers. We had an excellent talk from 
one of their riders last year. For more 
information on this event please get in 
touch with Carol Henry (758435).
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CHOLESBURY CUM ST 
LEONARDS HORT SOC

David Dennis gave a very informative 
talk on 15 March in Cholesbury 
Village Hall on ‘Butterflies of the 

Chilterns’ and how to encourage them 
into our gardens. Wildlife in our gardens 
is important: you may have seen reports 
a month or so ago about the devastating 
decline in insect numbers. We can do our 
bit to encourage insects, many of which 
are beneficial in whatever size plot we 
have. Since we started keeping bees a year 
ago, my husband has become very aware 
of which plants are ‘bee friendly’ and 
commented recently on how there seemed 
to be something for them year-round. 

On the subject of insects, researchers at 
Newcastle University have published a study 
showing that limonene is the component 
of marigolds that repels tomato whiteflies. 
It is always good to find the scientific 
explanation for an age-old gardening 
practice. The research team says it could 
be possible to develop a limonene product 

that could be hung in greenhouses to deter 
whiteflies: “There is great potential to use 
limonene indoors and outdoors, either 
by planting marigolds near tomatoes, or 
by using pods of pure limonene. Another 
important benefit of using limonene is that 
it’s not only safe to bees, but the marigolds 
provide nectar for the bees which are vital 
for pollination.”

 The team is conducting further studies 
on developing a plant mixture to repel 
three major insect pests of tomato: 
whiteflies, spider mites, and thrips. Add 
marigolds to your seed purchases if you 
plan to grow tomatoes indoors. 

Other jobs for now include pruning 
spring-flowering shrubs before they make 
too much growth after flowering. It is much 
easier to see the shape of a bare branched 
plant than one with leaves. Now is also 
the time to start succession sowing salad 
crops. I have just moved an oversized (for 
sheep) water trough into the garden near 
the house, filled it with old turf sods upside 
down and will plant through a black weed-
suppressing mesh. 

Friday 17 May Members visit to Sunnyside Nursery, New Road,  

from 1.00 to 3.00 Northchurch, HP4 1NJ. Wine and soft drinks. 

 Phil Smith to give introduction to nursery and offer a 10% discount  

 on all plants sold, and 15% for orders over £100.  

 Donations collected for “Cystic Fibrosis Trust”  

wednesday 19 June  Coach trip to Rooksnest, Lambourn RG17 7SB – private NGS garden,  

from 8.30 to 6.30  then to Malverleys, East End RG20 0A. Maximum 38 people so don’t  

 delay in booking.

Friday 21 June  Members only open garden at Sandra and Alan Freeman, White Gate  

from 5.30 to 7.30  Cottage, Hastoe, HP23 6LX.  wine and soft drinks, donations collected  

 for Macmillan.

Saturday 7 Sept Annual Horticultural Show and Craft Fair in Hawridge and  

 Cholesbury school

Friday 15 November  AGM, Supper and quiz.  £5.00 pp. 
at 7.30 in Cholesbury  
Village Hall

The Hort Soc Programme for 2019 is:

I have made my second garden visit of 
2019. The first was to see the snowdrops at 
Burton Agnes in East Yorkshire, the second 
to Ashdown Nurseries and the gardens of 
John Massey. Ashdown is renowned for its 
hellebore hybrids including the Evolution 
series and certainly the hellebores were 
splendid, if pricey. The gardens were 
very interesting, built on the side of the 
Staffordshire-Worcestershire Canal on a 
silty soil which is prone to flooding. 

There were two things I noted. Firstly; 
that if you lift the canopy of trees, not only 
can you show off the trunk/bark to better 
effect but also it provides new planting 
areas beneath, especially for early bulbs. 
Secondly; cloud pruning holly, particularly 
small leaved holly, produces an interesting 
feature. The head gardener said it was 
amazing in early morning frosts. Cleaning 
birch, cherry and acer trunks (in this case by 
power washing) was a little too much for 
my taste.   

For further information about any 
of the events and to book your place, 
contact the Secretary, Diana Garner on 
montana@cholesbury.net or 01494 758347.  
Membership costs £2.00 per person per 
year. New members are always welcome.

Sarah Tricks

OOPS… 

One of the pitfalls of being an 
editor is that you can let inapt 
quotes and other idiosyncrasies 

slip through the net. Here are some 
humorous press clippings recalled from 
days gone by…

‘Crash courses available for those 
wishing to learn to drive very quickly’

‘Cross-examined, the witness said 
that someone called her husband “an 
Irish Pig”. She said he was not Irish’

‘A set of traffic lights has been 
stolen from a main road junction. A 
police spokesman said, “some thieves 
will stop at nothing”’

‘For sale: Gents black overcoat, long 
length, owned by undertaker now 
retired. Good quality but one shoulder 
slightly worn’

‘A man who dived head-first into 
the sands at Blackpool was told by 
magistrates at the resort to go home 
and try to straighten himself out’
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
The warmest and sunniest late February 

weather on record lasted long enough to 

encourage some hibernating butterflies 

to emerge for the first time this year, with 

many bright yellow Brimstones and several 

Small Tortoiseshells already having been 

seen on the Commons and in our gardens. 

Species surveys 
Continuing with the wildlife theme, we are 
delighted that Dave and Mary Braddock 
are planning to continue their survey work 
on the Commons, concentrating on birds, 
bats and some lesser known invertebrate 
species. (We may be able to organise a ‘bat 
evening’ in the summer - more on this in 
future reports.) In particular, Dave uses 
‘pheromone lures’ to survey a particular 
group of moths called ‘clearwings’. These 
moths have transparent wings and look 
more like wasps or mini-dragonflies. They 
are almost impossible to find without using 
the lures, which mimic the chemicals which 
females release to attract a mate.

Our own moth surveys are also doing 
well, and we have now recorded over 220 
species on the Commons in total – and 
rising! This is a tribute to the management 
of the Commons, which preserves a balance 
between grassland, woodland and open 

rides. Our records are being forwarded to 
the County Moth Recorder for Bucks. For 
the first time, we found some species that, 
amazingly, fly during our coldest months – 
perhaps they were enjoying the spectacular 
sunsets that we had this winter!

Wheeled strimmer - volunteers wanted 
Thanks to Bucks County Council we have 
been able to purchase a wheeled strimmer 
to help keep the smaller paths open on 
the Commons. For the last few years Janet 
Hopkinson has used her own machine to 
do this on Hawridge Common and she is 
impressed by how easily this gadget does 
the job. Many local people have greatly 
appreciated her efforts in keeping their 
favourite tracks accessible. 

We are now looking for volunteers 
who would be prepared to help with 
keeping other walking tracks open and 
we can arrange for some initial training 
from George Brown’s in using the 
strimmer. If you are able to help with 
this occasionally, please contact Janet 
Hopkinson janethopkinson@tiscali.co.uk  
or Lindsay Griffin lindsaygriffin@yahoo.
co.uk. We would like to get started before 
the vegetation gets too long. As you know, 
we prefer to leave most of the grassland to 
grow until the wildflowers have set seed, 
but having a few more open paths through 
the longer vegetation will enable walkers 
to enjoy more areas of the Commons. Once 
again, we would like to thank Bucks CC 
for enabling us to purchase this machine, 
and Councillor Chris Brown for successfully 
applying for the funding on our behalf. We 
look forward to seeing the difference that 
it can make.

Litterblitz
By now, the annual Litterblitz should be in 
full swing – planned to cover two weekends 
and the week in between from Saturday 
30 March until Sunday 7 April. Black sacks 
will be placed at the cricket pitch, at the 
school and on Hawridge Hill, or you can 

collect rubbish and dispose of it at home 
if preferred. It is a huge benefit to the 
community for the litter to be kept under 
control, and really quite satisfying to get 
out there and clear even a small area with a 
bag and a pair of gloves. Thanks to all who 
help with this exercise and particularly to 
those who continue ‘blitzing’ right through 
the year.

Horse riders
Sadly, it is necessary again to remind those 
very few riders who choose to ignore the 
clear bye-law about only riding on the 
permissive rides and not on the footpaths 
and grassland. We try hard, in conjunction 
with Christine Stott, to manage the 
Commons so that everyone can enjoy them 
equally, but this only works if everyone 
shows consideration for everyone else.

Pallett’s Pond
Thanks to Philip Matthews’ generosity 
and practical help, we have been able 
to clear quickly a huge amount of the 
New Zealand Pigmy Weed which was 
threatening to overwhelm all other water 
plants and cut out the light essential to the 

Clearing the invasive weed
pond’s biodiversity. Terry and Paddy were 
extremely helpful and did a very skilful 
job with the heavy equipment, so our 
grateful thanks are due to them as well as 
to Philip. After the mechanical work, it was 
necessary to drag out by hand 11 sacks full 
of loose weed that had been disturbed and 
was floating on the surface. All the weed 
removed is being disposed of carefully 
to avoid it spreading to other bodies of 
water. Sadly, none of this will provide a 
permanent solution to the problem, which 
we are expecting to have to tackle again in 
future years. At present, there appears to 
be no acceptable way to eradicate NZPW 
altogether.

Village Picnic
Finally, as Lindsay mentioned last time, we 
are delighted that, in conjunction with 
the Cricket Club, the annual Village Picnic 
will take place on Sunday 23 June.  The 
ever-popular BURP will again play for us 
and more detail of the food, drink and 
entertainment available will be included 
in the next edition of Hilltop News. But for 
now, diaries out, please - it should be a lot 
of fun!

David Dennis
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ST LEONARDS VILLAGE FETE

SATURDAY 1st JUNE at 2pm

Horse Show at 9.30am

Companion Dog Show & Fun Classes – booking at 1pm

• Tug o’ war • Jazz Band • Classic Cars • 

• Punch & Judy • Stocks with wet sponges • Morris Dancers • 

• welly wanging • Bouncy Castle • 

• Teas, Bar and barbeque •

and many other side stalls!

Information 01494 757047 or www.wherecanwego.com

Horse Show 07956 356945 Dog Show 01494 758907 

Free Parking
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB

AGM
The club’s AGM 
was held on 11 
February. Steve 
Drane reported 
that his first year as 
Chairman had been 
a successful one on 
some fronts, but 
difficulties remain. 
We have continued 
our efforts to play a full part in the Hilltops 
community and return to our roots as a 
village cricket club. The greatest challenge 
remains recruitment of playing members, 
although it was encouraging to see a 
number of colts coming through to more 
than hold their own in adult cricket. 

Our youth programme goes from 
strength to strength. Youth Development 
Officer Ian Hames reported that we fielded 
teams at all age groups from Under 9 to 
Under13. Notable successes were achieved 
by the U9’s, who finished 3rd in their 
league and won the Haddenham 6-a-side 
tournament, and the U10’s, who ended 
the season as champions! The new All Stars 
programme for children aged 5 to 8 was 
a resounding success, thanks in no small 
part to the enthusiasm and engagement of 
Alexis Shead. 

Treasurer Nick Richardson reported that 
the club was in a healthy financial state, 
which was especially pleasing given the 
investment in new nets and a new mower. 
He warned however that maintaining 
a reasonable operating income does 
depend on retaining and increasing our 
membership, which should in turn improve 
match fees and bar income. 

Cricket Manager Neil Jones reported 
that the Saturday team finished 5th in the 

league, the same as the previous season. 
The team has the ability to beat anyone on 
its day, but too often struggled with player 
availability. The lack of a regular scorer cost 
us 3 points per game, which would have 
improved our standing in the league. The 
Sunday side saw the welcome return of 
Andy Holdsworth as captain and enjoyed a 
moderately successful season, with roughly 
an equal number of wins and losses. As 
ever, the batting was held together by 
James Cath.

The following were elected to the 
committee:
President: Trafford Matthews
Chairman: Steve Drane
Treasurer: Nick Richardson
Secretary: Steph Hill
Youth Development Officer: Ian Hames
Grounds Manager: Kevin Stenson
Parents Representative: Vicky Pudney

The posts of Pavilion Manager and Social & 
Fundraising Secretary remain unfilled and 
we welcome enquiries from anyone who 
might be interested in putting themselves 
forward for these vital positions.

The Chairman expressed his thanks to 
Phil Wright, who stood down after many 
years of sterling service as groundsman, 
Martin Barber, who left his post as Pavilion 
Manager, and Irina Boyles, Child Welfare 
Officer. Jo Considine has agreed to take 
on the latter position for the forthcoming 
season.

Membership subscriptions will stay 
the same for the fourth year in a row, 
representing something of a bargain.

New season - Seniors
The Saturday team will again play in the 
Mid Bucks League Division 1 next season. 
The league starts with a trip to Wendover 
on 4 May, with our first home game on 
11 May against Cadmore End, and runs 
through to the end of August. This season, 
the team will be captained by Ian Hames, 

who takes over from Neil Jones, who 
did a sterling job in sometimes difficult 
circumstances regarding player availability. 
Many thanks Neil for your years of service 
as captain and Cricket Manager and we 
hope you will continue to find some turn 
from the far end for many years to come! 
Ian intends to focus very much on youth 
and give youngsters the opportunity to 
come through from colts to adult cricket.

The Sunday team will again be captained 
by Andy Holdsworth in friendly matches 
played mostly at home, although the first 
match will be away to Chipperfield in mid-
April.

Although the aim is to promote youth 
players as much as possible this season, we 
still need more adult players and also a 
scorer. Enthusiasm is more important than 
ability, so if you are a dad whose interest 
has been stimulated by watching your son 
or daughter play for our colts teams, a 
newcomer to the community or a lapsed 
player looking to resurrect their cricketing 
career, please do contact us - you will find 
a warm welcome as well as good facilities 
on the common. Indoor net practices are 

already underway on Sunday mornings 
and outdoor nets will start on Wednesday 
evenings after Easter, or earlier if the 
weather allows.

Colts
Teams have been entered into Bucks 
leagues for ages 9 to 14, with training 
on Thursday evenings from 25 April. The 
coaching team will be much the same as 
last season and is gearing up for what 
promises to be an exciting season ahead. 
The All Stars programme for boys and 
girls aged 5 to 8 will continue on Saturday 
mornings from early May. Full details of 
how to sign up are on our Facebook page.

Open Day
The club will be holding an open day on 
Saturday 27 April. We will be running free, 
fun coaching sessions for local youngsters 
of all ages who would like to give cricket a 
try. We also plan to offer older children and 
adults the opportunity to try out activities 
such as pilates and yoga, and find out 
about local walking, running and cycling 
groups, and much more. Further details 
will be publicised on Grapevine and on our 
Facebook page.

News, photos and contact details can be 
found on our Facebook page, or for more 
information on the club, please contact 
Chairman Steve Drane on 07776 167712 or 
steve@drane.co.uk.

Steve Drane
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Ah, the romantic image of white flannels 

on the village green or, as in our case, a 

tree-lined landscape. The evocative sound 

of leather against willow. Cream teas in the 

pavilion. Will this age-old pastime soon be 

an old man’s nostalgic memory, or just a 

rare sight in England?

My concern for the beautiful 
summer game was confirmed 
recently by an article in the 

National Press. It stated that the number 
of cricketers in England had slumped 
from 428,000 in 2008 to 278,000 in 2016. 
The smaller, rural clubs in particular are 
struggling to survive. It seems that younger 
people are less interested (a game lasting 
several hours is beyond the attention span 
of many today) and pressurised lifestyles of 
older folk are also to blame.

Village cricket – not out?
Thanks to the dedication and hard work 

of members of Hawridge & Cholesbury 
Cricket Club, traditional cricket continues 
to be played (as it has since 1885) on our 
picturesque common. The attraction of 
this type of cricket is that it is suitable for 
players of all ages and abilities – and is 
played for fun, not with the ‘only play to 
win’ attitude.

Despite its appeal, raising a team on 
Saturdays is still a challenge for H&CCC and 
the club welcomes anyone from the villages 
to come and support us. See Steve Drane’s 
regular cricket club article in this issue…Ed.

Did you know?
Many of today’s professional football clubs 
(including big guns like Manchester United 
and Everton) started out as cricket clubs 
looking for an activity to keep members fit 
over the winter.
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Good Neighbours Group
Protecting ourselves and our property  
from rural crime
During last month I attended the Chiltern 
Community Forum and heard Richard 
Vine, Police Inspector for the Chiltern 
area, remind us that Spring regrettably 
is a time of the year when crime in rural 
communities and the countryside does 
tend to increase. As head of our local 
police team he encouraged us to draw 
the attention of everyone in our local 
communities to the steps that can be taken 
to help prevent us becoming a victim of 
rural crime. 

There is detailed advice on the Thames 
Valley website at www.thamesvalley.police.
uk – which can be found by searching for 
‘Rural Crime Prevention’. The following are 
excerpts of the advice you can find there…

Vehicles, equipment and tool security
To keep your belongings safe: 
•   lock vehicles when left outside and keep 

the keys in your possession
•   keep expensive items and vehicles out of 

sight when not in use
•   install a burglar alarm on buildings where 

equipment is kept 
•   Enhance building security for 

outbuildings that may not be visited for 
weeks at a time.

•   lock equipment away in a secure building 
and lock vehicles when left outside 
always

•   mark your tools and equipment and 
invest in a secure storage toolbox

Building security
To protect home or business, review the 
following:
•   keep the boundaries of your land and 

property well-maintained and secure
•   keep all doors and windows shut and 

locked when not in use

•  consider fitting outside security lights
•  install a visible burglar alarm
•   make sure windows and door frames are 

secure and in good repair
•   fit good quality window locks and locks 

to sheds, garages and outbuildings
•   consider security bars and grilles for 

vulnerable windows and openings
•   make sure gates cannot be lifted off or 

have their fixing bolts removed
•   check security equipment regularly to 

ensure it works properly
•   use locking posts or temporary 

obstructions to control wide access points 
to yards

•   for additional security install automatic 
security lights and CCTV cameras 

Diesel theft
Diesel theft is a problem for many farms 
and rural properties. In isolated locations 
they are very attractive to thieves looking 
for an easy target. Consider installing 
CCTV and security lighting. Use ‘diesel 
dye’, making your diesel traceable and less 
attractive to thieves.

Tack security
•   Secure tack room windows on the inside 

with solid iron bars (not tubular steel).
•   Secure all doors with good quality locks; 

use bolts (not screws) on the hinges.
•  Mark your tack using an ultraviolet pen.
•  Display warning signage to deter thieves.
•   padlock gates with substantial padlocks 

and heavy duty chains.
•   Reverse top hinges on gates to prevent 

lifting.
•   Install security lights and an intruder 

alarm.
Reporting crimes and suspicious incidents 
In particular in rural communities with 
many remote locations, the police rely 
on the public to report possible criminal 

activity or anyone acting suspiciously. 
We are well-placed with Grapevine 

to learn quickly about unfamiliar people 
or vehicles acting suspiciously in our 
community but it is vital that anything 
that warrants mentioning on Grapevine 
should be reported to the police. The police 
will never criticise anyone for reporting 
something that looked suspicious at the 
time but turns out to be of no concern.

If it is an emergency and happening 
right now, call 999. If the incident has 
already happened or you have information 
that does not require an immediate 
response, please call the non-emergency 
number 101 or report online at www.
thamesvalley.police.uk – by searching 
‘Report a crime’.

* * * *

Severe Weather Car Scheme
No Beast from the East this year, but as 
I write this on the evening of Sunday 10 

March, there is a little bit of snow falling! 
Anyhow, I just want to thank the drivers 
who volunteered this year for their support.

Pub Lunch Club
Lunches, comprising a main course, dessert, 
tea or coffee take place at The Full Moon 
on 2nd Wednesday in the month, and cost 
only £14. Bookings are made a week in 
advance by calling the number below.
Currently up to 20 meet each month to 
enjoy excellent food and a chance of a 
chat in the convivial surroundings. This is 
an opportunity to get to know some new 
faces, whether you are new to the villages, 
or if you are just around during the middle 
of the day, maybe working from home and 
just fancy a break and a chat over a meal. 
It also provides an opportunity for those 
who might otherwise not find it easy to get 
to local social events, so if a lift is needed 
there and back this can be arranged.

Chris Brown - 01494 758890 or 
goodneighbours@cholesbury.com
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LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP

The Drake family of 
Amersham is the 
subject for our talk 

at our next meeting at 
8pm for 8.15pm start 
on 12 April. Please note 
this is the second Friday of the month. Our 
speaker is Barney Tyrwhitt-Drake, who 
is a member of the Local History Group. 
He has researched his interesting family 
members of this dynasty, which we will hear 
is intimately entwined with the history, 
both glorious and not so celebrated, of 
the market town of Amersham and much 
further afield in this country and overseas. 
The venue is St Leonards Parish Hall.

On Friday 10 May we are at Cholesbury 
Village Hall starting at the earlier time of 

7.30pm with a short AGM followed by a 
talk entitled The Hilltop Villages Through 
a Lens. The Local History Group has a large 
collection of images including postcards, 
which capture many of the buildings 
and landscape of the villages. We will be 
selecting some of these which we think will 
be of interest. The evening continues with a 
buffet and wine provided by our members 
and the Local History Group.

If you are new to the area, have just 
not got around to coming along before, 
or for a while, why not try out one of our 
meetings? For visitors the entrance fee is 
just £4 at the door.

Chris Brown (01494 758890)  
email: localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com
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Good on the Full Moon. Our 

local pub is celebrating 

St George’s Day on 

23 April (see Bill 

Ingram’s pub news).

I was disturbed, 
however, to read 
that a recent 

survey showed that 
only 1 in 5 people in 
England know on what 
day our Patron Saint is 
celebrated. Even more 
disturbing is the notion 
that some English 
people are concerned 
that national 
symbols like the 
George Cross may 
be interpreted as racist. 
Other countries are happy to celebrate 
their national day with pride and relish – 
they even get a Bank Holiday!

So, who is St George? He is believed 
to have been born in what is now Turkey 
in 3rd Century AD to Christian parents. 
He became a Roman soldier and his life 
is identified with the ideals of honour, 
bravery and gallantry. The decision to make 
him Patron Saint was taken by King Edward 
III when he formed the Order of the 
Garter in 1350. The badge of order depicts 
St George slaying the dragon to save a 
distressed maiden. 

St George wore the red cross emblem on 
his shield and banner. Richard the Lionheart 
adopted it and his soldiers wore it to 
distinguish themselves in battle. The cult of 
St George was further advanced by Henry 

The legend of St George
V at Agincourt. The Saint is also 
connected with other patronages 

around the world.
The life and 

courage of St George 
inspired medals for 
valour and bravery. 

The George Cross is 
the highest award that 

civilians can be awarded 
for extraordinary bravery 
in the face of extreme 
danger. 
So, let’s celebrate St 

George’s Day – ideally at 
the Full Moon – and be 
proud to be English!...Ed.

SHORT MAT BOwLS 

Suffering from Monday Blues? If 
you were passing St Leonards 
Parish Hall on a Monday 

afternoon between 2.30 and 4.30pm 
you might wonder what is taking 
place inside. Short periods of silence 
followed by “short, middle or long?”; 
“shot wood”; “try keeping it on the 
mat”; “needs more oomph”; “bring it 
up through the gap”; “knock it up”; 
“shame”; and many other phrases. If 
you want to know more why not join 
us for Short Mat Bowls? 
If you have never played, don’t 

worry, we will provide Bowls and 
encouragement. Bowls or woods, as 
they are properly called, vary from 
size 0 to size 5, of various weights, the 
smaller woods looking so tiny against 
the larger ones. But size does not 
always matter!

 We all enjoy the companionship and 
fun. We have tea and biscuits half way 
through. Your first session is free and 
then £3 each session. 

If you would like to know more, 
come along and meet us or telephone/
email me…

Anne Lake, 01296 620169, brian.
lake51@btinternet.com

Sometimes it can be diffi cult to 
cope with the challenges that 
life throws at us so talking to a 

counsellor may be helpful.

From my counselling practice near Wendover, I 
offer a warm, friendly and confi dential space for 
you to talk through any problems you may be 

facing such as anxiety, stress, sadness, low 
self-esteem, anger and relationship diffi culties. 

For further information on how 
I may be able to help or to book 

an initial appointment, please contact me.
Natalie McGourty 

MBACP, BA (Hons) Psychology

 
natalie@nmcounselling.co.uk
www.nmcounselling.co.uk 
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Lent is a time of waiting. It is, I think, 

designed to be a little uncomfortable. It 

certainly was deliberately so for Jesus. 

He went in to the desert. He didn’t have 

much in the way of creature comforts. 

The temptations he faced were tailor-

made to get under his skin, to speak to 

his own worries and fears, his hopes and 

dreams. They challenged his own self-

understanding.

I’m not really a fan of over-psychologising 
people’s responses to things. I’ve never 
really liked the idea of saying things like, 

“Oh well, he would say that, it’s because 
he’s a…..,” or “People like her always  
react like that!” That’s not to say I’m 
never guilty of that sort of language, but 
I think it diminishes our human responses 
as individuals to individual circumstances. 
However, I do think there is something 
to be said for understanding Jesus’ 
temptations as an internal response to the 
questions that must have plagued him.
It’s all too easy to take ‘the devil’ a bit 

too literally here, and thus remove the 
sting from the tail, if you like, of Jesus’ 
temptations. whatever ‘the devil’ meant 
in the ancient world, it doesn’t mean 
anything like that in our own day. Our own 
psychologically astute world knows that 
what most tortures us is not a funny little 
red man in tights with a trident. What most 
tortures us is ourselves.
And surely that’s the way to understand 

Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness? It 
seems to me this is Jesus testing, exploring, 
probing himself. His sense of who he is, his 
understanding of his role, his relationship 
to God and to the world. What Jesus has 
to do with rigorous honesty is test himself 

against his desires, his secret hopes, his 
fears. It is something we all have to do, 
though I’d wager very few of us have to 
do it with the rigour and honesty that 
characterised Jesus’ response.

Jesus was preparing, we know, for his 
death as a sacrifice. He isn’t the only one 
to have done that. I wonder if you were 
moved by tales of the soldiers in the Great 
War that we heard at the end of 2018? 
Soldiers who knew that they had very little 
to look forward to but death, and who had 
faced that truth. And many people caught 
in war, conflict, fear, torture, illness, disease 
and accident have had to face that awful 
truth, that awful possibility.

It seems to me that as a society we like 
to look away from the things that scare us, 
and when we do face them we like to think 
we can control them. But of course, we 
can’t. There’s nothing wrong with a positive 
outlook in the face of a debilitating, life-
limiting illness or disease. But it doesn’t 
in itself change anything. Far better, I 
believe, to have the Lenten experience 
under our belts: a time of waiting, a time of 
challenge, a time of facing the things that 
derail us from ourselves. The wilderness 
is an uncomfortable place to be. Placing 
ourselves in the wilderness, as Jesus did, is 
part and parcel of doing the Christ-like job 
of becoming truly ourselves, made in the 
image of God. That’s particularly true when 
the going gets tough. 

So, I invite you to a holy, uncomfortable, 
waiting Lent. Know that where you go, 
Jesus went before.

Deiniol Heywood, Area Dean

Facing up to our fears
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SERVICES	AND	CONTACT	DETAILS	FOR	THE	FOUR	PARISHES:	APRIL	-	MAY	2019

DATE DAY St	John	the	BapCst	
THE	LEE

St	Leonard’s	
ST	LEONARDS

St	Laurence	
CHOLESBURY

St	Mary’s	
HAWRIDGE

7	APRIL Lent	5	
Passion	Sunday

8.00am	
10.00	am

Holy	Communion	
All	Age	Worship	at	

LCM

11.00	am Parish	Communion 9.30	am BCP	Communion 9.30	am Family	Service

14	APRIL Palm	Sunday 10.00	am Parish	Communion 10.00	am	-	Shared	MaJns	Service	at	Cholesbury

15	–	18	APRIL HOLY	WEEK Wednesday	
7.30	pm

Compline	 Maundy	Thursday	
7.30	pm

Joint	Parish	
Communion

Monday	
7.30	pm

Compline	 Tuesday	
7.30	pm

Compline	

19	APRIL GOOD	FRIDAY Midday DevoConal	Service 10.30	am Walk	of	Witness	
To		Cholesbury

11.45	am	
Shared	DevoConal	Service	at	Cholesbury

21	APRIL	 EASTER	DAY 10.00	am Parish	Communion 9.00	am	
11.00	am

Holy	Communion	
Easter		

Family	Service

9.30	am CW	Communion 10.00	am	
5.00	pm

Parish	Communion	
Easter	Praise

28	APRIL Easter	2 10.00	am Parish	Communion 9.00	am	
Shared	Breakfast	Service	at	St	Leonard’s

10.00	am Parish	Communion

5	MAY	 Easter	3 8.00	am	

10.00	am

Holy	Communion	

All	Age	Worship

11.00	am Parish	Communion	 9.30	am BCP	Communion 9.30	am Family	Service

12	MAY Easter	4 10.00	am Parish	Communion 10.00	am	
Shared	Morning	Worship	at	Cholesbury

19	MAY Easter	5 10.00	am MaJns 10.00	am	
Shared	Parish	Communion	at	Hawridge

26	MAY Easter	6 10.00	am Parish	Communion 9.00	am	
Shared	Breakfast	Service	at	St	Leonard’s

10.00	am Parish	Communion

30	MAY	 Ascension	Day 10.00	am Parish	Communion 7.30	pm	
Shared	Parish	Communion	at	Cholesbury

Please	note:	Rev	David	Burgess	is	on	sick	
leave	for	this	period	and	will	not	be	

available.	A	number	of	services	on	this	
Rota	have	therefore	been	changed	from	
the	regular	paUern	in	the	four	churches. 

Parish	Secretary	
Peggy	Sear	

07804	697948	
p.sear1925@gmail.com	

Churchwardens	
The	Lee	

Trevor	Pearce	
01494	837601	

Rod	Neal	
01494	837264	

rodandjane.neal@googlemail.com

Hawridge	
Elizabeth	Tomlin	

07549	137177	

Cholesbury	
John	Farmer	

01494	758715	
jandb.farmer@btopenworld.com

PCC	Secretary	for	St	Leonard’s	
Giles	Pemberton	
01494	758445	

giles.pemberton@bJnternet.com	
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f r o m  t h e  r e g i s t e r s
ST LEOnArDS

Burial
28 July 1936 - 17 February 2019 Ruby Mitchell

C h u r C h  m A t t e r s

hAWriDge

We held our 
pre-annual 
PCC Meeting in 

January. We are hoping to recruit new PCC 
Members as Rosemary Bierrum, Margaret 
Walton and Sylvia Watson have resigned. 
We are also looking for a new Treasurer. Do 
you have the skills we need and the time to 
attend four PCC Meetings and the Annual 
Meeting each year? The task is not onerous 
and we have members who are willing to 
mentor you as you learn the ropes. The PCC 
is now 4-strong including David Burgess, 
Janet Hopkinson as Chairman of Friends 
(co-opted), Tim Watts and Elizabeth Tomlin. 
We would love to get back to a bigger 
membership both of the PCC and the 
Electoral Roll.

We were disappointed to find that 
the firm which had tendered to carry out 
external repairs to the Church turned down 
the contract but David Arnold, our surveyor, 
has recommended a local firm in Aston 
Clinton. Negotiations are on-going and we 
hope that they will be able to start work 
soon.

Our Mothering Sunday Service on 
Sunday 31 March will be at St Leonards this 
year combined with the Breakfast Service. 
Please join us for breakfast or the service 
or both and receive your special posy of 
flowers.
Our APCM (Annual Pariochial Church 
Meeting) is at 8pm on Monday 8 April in 

Hawridge Church. Let us know if you would 
like a copy of the Annual Report and to 
know more, do come along and join us. You 
will have received a letter from Tim Watts, 
our Lay Chairman. we do need you all to 
rally round to make your Church an even 
more vibrant centre in our community.

During Holy Week, all four Churches 
are holding special services each day and 
our own Compline Service is on Tuesday 
16 April at 7.30pm.  On Good Friday Ian 
Ogilvie will lead the Walk of Witness 
starting at St Leonards at 10.30 and 
finishing at Cholesbury where there will be 
a Devotional Hour at 11.45. You are most 
welcome to join us.
Easter is a main Festival in the Church’s 

Year and one of the key times for Christians 
to attend church. There will be Parish 
Communion at 10am on Easter Sunday 
and Easter Praise at 5pm with hymns and 
seasonal reading. Why not join us to make 
your Easter extra special?

Our May Fair Teas are on Sunday 5 May 
so do join us at Cholesbury Village Hall in 
the early afternoon for refreshments!

Sadly, the PCC turned down Iain 
Ledingham’s offer of his annual concert 
on 28 June. We are exploring ideas 
for replacement outreach – both 
entertainment and social and for more 
regular involvement with the School. Any 
ideas would be welcome. Please contact 
Elizabeth Tomlin (07549 137177) or any 
other member of the PCC. 

ChoLesBurY 

the Quiz on 2nd 
March was a 
great success 

and the maximum 
of twelve tables was 
sold three weeks 
before the day. The 
questions compiled by Peter Green were 
wide ranging to suit all tastes and there 

were a few answers that were so easy once 
you had been told! There was no run-away 
winner and the competition was decided 
on a tie break. Liz Green’s voice held up 
and Sue williams’ Raffle ticket sales passed 
the £200 mark. Thank you to Brigid Farmer, 
Rosie Pearce, Maggie Carruthers and Dorritt 
Cartmell for serving a hot supper with great 
efficiency in a crowded hall. The net receipts 
were £879 and a lot of fun was enjoyed by 
us all.

The annual churchyard tidy will be on 
Saturday 30 March – we meet at 10am and 
would be grateful for any help you can 
give.

The Mothering Sunday Service combined 

with the Breakfast Service is a 4-Parish 
celebration this year at St Leonards. 
Cholesbury will be providing some of the 
posies.  

Easter is on 21 April and we have a 
full programme recalling the events of 
the week from the first Palm Sunday to 
Easter Day. Cholesbury will host a 3-Parish 
Morning Worship using our new order of 
service on Palm Sunday 14 April and we will 
give out Palm Crosses. A lay-led service of 

Compline will be held 
on Monday 15 April at 
7.30pm. 

On Good Friday, 
starting at 10.30, 
there will be a Walk 
of Witness from St 
Leonards church to 
Cholesbury Village 
Hall with stops for 
prayer and reflection 
along the journey. At 
Cholesbury church 
Ian Ogilvie will lead a 
one-hour Devotion at 
11.45.

We will celebrate 
Easter Day with a 
10am Communion and 
Easter Hymns.

The Tour of Old Bailey, that Liz Green is 
arranging in her role as Sheriff of London, 
is on Friday 7 June, at 5.30pm at the Old 
Bailey. Those attending should make their 
own way.

The Tour will include the splendid Grand 
Hall and Court 1 where many notorious 
criminals have been tried. We are fortunate 
that Liz is able to take us into areas not 
usually open to the general public, making 
this a very special occasion. There will be a 
two-course meal in the Old Bailey and the 
cost is £50 per head. Tickets are available 
from John Farmer at jandb.farmer@
btinternet.com.

Fun and good food at the Quiz
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st LeoNArDs

st Leonards is hosting 
the 4-Parish 
Mothering 

Sunday Service on 
Sunday 31 March 
combined with the Breakfast 
Service. Fresh coffee and bacon butties will 
be served from 9am in the Church Room 
and we will go into Church at 10am for 
a simple, short family service. In addition 
to children giving spring posies to their 
mothers, there will be candles to light in 
memory of mothers no longer with us.

Holy Week this Easter starts with lay-
led Compline at Cholesbury on Monday 
15 April at 7.30pm. This will be followed 
by Hawridge on Tuesday 16th; The Lee 
on Wednesday 17th and by a Joint four-
Churches Parish Communion at St Leonards 
also at 7.30pm on Maundy Thursday  
18 April.

Ian Ogilvie will lead the Walk of Witness 
on Good Friday. we meet at St Leonards at 
10.30am; arrive at Cholesbury Village Hall 
at 11.45, followed by a Devotional Hour in 
Cholesbury Church.

On Easter Sunday there will be Holy 
Communion (Prayer Book) Service at 9am 
and an Easter Family Service at 11am - with 
an Easter Egg Hunt afterwards! Do join us!

Little Bears will be coming to St Leonards 
for their Easter service on Tuesday 3rd April.   
Peggy Sear will be taking the short service 
and is planning a ‘chickeny’ talk which will 
surely gain the children’s attention! Aided 
and abetted as usual by Charlie. Drinks and 
biscuits for the children with coffee for 
the adults will be served afterwards in the 
Church Room.
As always, we have ‘new’ people arriving 

to take part in the Breakfast Service – one 
of these is Louisa of LAR Performing Arts 
based in Tring. Louisa, who is originally 
from Cholesbury has formed her own 
Company and specialises in teaching music 

and drama to children between the ages 
of 3 and 15. She has already been a part 
of the Breakfast Service and we hope to 
see her on many more occasions. Our next 
services are on Sunday 28 April and Sunday 
24 May. The coffee is always hot and fresh; 
the bacon butties crispy and the pain au 
chocolat seems to disappear regardless of 
numbers present! More importantly, people 
say that the very simplicity of the service 
gives them something tangible to think 
about. 

If you live on your own (and even if 
you don’t) we would love to see you at 
one of the Tea-Parties held in St Leonards 
Church Room on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month. This is a friendly gathering of 
local people – some young – some not so 
young – and you are all most welcome. It’s 
a great way of keeping abreast of village 
affairs and of meeting both old and new 
friends. we’d love to see you but don’t feel 
you have to stay – just a quick cup of tea to 
brighten up your day is all you might need! 
Age is not a barrier - we’d love to see some 
younger villagers!
If you need transport please don’t 

hesitate to contact either Anne Lake (01296 
620169) or Anne Butterworth (758700). 

The finger signpost in Hawridge Vale, 

where Stoney Lane and Pound Lane join 

Cock Grove to lead up to Heath End, was 

in a dilapidated condition and in peril 

of tumbling down. Since there was little 

prospect of Bucks County Council replacing 

it with a traditional wooden sign, our 

Parish Council decided to take action to 

replace it sympathetically instead. 

Richard Charles of Buckland Common 
agreed to help. It was thanks to his 
fine craftsmanship that an authentic 

replacement finger sign was created. The 
new post is composed of eleven feet 
(10m) of solid oak which Richard finished 
with nice detail such as chamfered edges, 
stainless steel hardware and a durable, 
specialist paint. The original letters and 
numbers were embossed on the flat 
fingers with carved, wooden digits. On 
the damaged post, some of those wooden 
figures had been substituted with modern, 

Pointing the way…
stamped metal ones. Richard replaced the 
metal digits with replicated carved ones.  

Philip Matthews and two of his company 
operatives provided the mechanical and 
labour support to extract the old sign which 
had been severely damaged by brush fires 
and wood rot and to erect the replacement 
on site. Funding for the materials and a 
portion of the labour was provided by 
Bucks County Council under a ‘Devolution’ 
scheme whereby Parish Councils may 
be reimbursed for fulfilling obligations 
which rightfully should be carried out by 
BCC. Since the total time the project took 
was not fully covered by BCC funding, the 
balance was provided voluntarily by Richard 
and Philip. Whilst Bill Ingram helped 
coordinate the project, he says he never got 
his hands dirty!
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From presenter to painter
Five years after re-

inventing himself as a 

professional painter, 

former TV presenter 

Tony Francis is opening 

his Hawridge Common 

art studio throughout 

April and May.

Painting has been a new adventure 
for Tony, whose previous career was 
presenting sport for BBC and ITV as 

well as directing his own countryside series 
for 25 years. 

Tony will be displaying his latest 
collection of impressionistic landscapes 
and still lifes, some gathered on his recent 
travels to Sri Lanka, others from his 
morning runs in Hastoe Woods.

“Starting at Cholesbury pond and 
completing a circuit of Shire Lane, Hastoe 
and Grim’s Ditch gives you a whole range 
of colours and patterns, ranging from deep 
purple to pale green to rust red. In some 
ways, trees are more stunning in winter 
than summer. As David Hockney pointed 
out, there are colours in the darkest corners 
if you look hard enough.”

Tony is usually accompanied by low-
flying red kite and buzzards which, he 
notes, are increasing in number. The benign 
weather enabled him to paint outdoors, 
something unthinkable in February. He uses 
a combination of acrylic paint and acrylic 
inks, sometimes supplemented by soft 
crayon.

It was after 25 years of making Heart of 
the Country and other rural and wildlife 
programmes for ITV that Tony felt the 
compulsion to paint. He was almost 

immediately rewarded with inclusion in the 
Royal Academy’s Summer Exhibition five 
years ago. That gave him the impetus to 
forge ahead.
“I work quite fast,” he says. “If you’re 

painting outdoors with acrylics, you have 
to. I enjoy the discipline. It probably comes 
from filming under pressure on winter days 
when the weather and the light are waiting 
to sabotage your efforts!”
You can see Tony’s latest collection of 

landscapes, still lifes and character portraits 
at his home: Gateway Cottage, Hawridge 
Common.

Email: tonymartynfrancis@Hotmail.co.uk 
0773 0012960.
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As we come into the season when we can 

resume enjoying the gardens and family 

gatherings at our three surviving pubs, a 

sombre note still hangs over one of our old 

friends as an insensitive planning process 

drags on without any positive sign of 

management attention on the part of the 

local planning authority. More of that later, 

but for now let us look at the lively pubs…

For too long, I have overlooked 
mention of one of the significant 
steps in the recovery of the Full 

Moon as a thriving member of our Hilltop 
community. In preparation for their entry 
into the hospitality trade, Philip Matthews 
studied a cellar master’s course at Fullers 
Brewery which played an important role in 
launching their new venture as a traditional 
ale drinkers destination pub. Within a few 
short months, the pub achieved a Cask 
Marque Five Star rating, and this high 
standard has been maintained.

There will be a tasting evening at the 
Full Moon focused on wines for summer 
drinking accompanied by canapes and 
cheese on Saturday 13 April. A special 
lunch will be served on Easter Sunday to 
be followed by an Easter Egg hunt in the 
afternoon. On Easter Monday, lunch will be 
available as usual; then a special event will 
be a formal afternoon cream tea served in 
the garden.
On Tuesday 23 April, St George’s Day will 

be celebrated with a dinner of traditional 
English fare. For the 6th May Bank Holiday, 
there is a fairly firm plan to have the 
Viryuosic Balkan Gypsy Band playing. Watch 
out for details on Facebook and their 
website. When the weather permits, there 
are plans for outdoor cinema screenings in 
the summer.

Now something exceptional for 
insomniacs and fervent night owls. We are 
told that folklore has it that Morris Dancers 
can ensure that there will be a delightful 
summer ahead by dancing to the sunrise 
at 5:30am on 1st May. At least one Morris 
troop will be at the Full Moon at sunrise 
for this ritual dance followed by breakfast 
about 6:30am.

Drawing from his personal experience 
of adhering to a vegetable-based diet, 
Head Chef, Aarron, has developed some 
Vegan dishes which have already proved 
to be a success at a series of Vegan dinner 
nights at the Old Swan. Following on from 
these trial nights, further Vegan nights are 
scheduled for two Thursdays, 4th April and 
2nd May. This pattern will probably persist 
on the first Thursday of each month as long 
as the demand remains as strong as the 
early indications would have it.  For the 
non-believers, you may still order from the 
normal ala carte menu should your Vegan 
dinner companions give their consent.

The established fixtures will continue at 
the Black Horse Inn. Every Tuesday is Quiz 
Night at 8pm, Thirsty Thursday offers a free 
bottle of wine with any two main adult 
meals and the very popular Vegan Evenings 
will continue on the second Wednesday of 
every month with advance booking a must.

With a late Easter coming this year, the 
garden should be in full swing for all the 
long weekend 19th through 22 April when 
Buddy’s Bar and the Garden Grill will be in 
operation. Booking a table for Easter Sunday 
is recommended and come for the Easter 
Egg Hunts at 2, 4 and 6pm. Although the 
pub will open at noon on Easter Monday 
and Bank Holiday Monday on 6 May, the 
kitchen will close at 6pm and the bar at 
7pm both those days. Shake Your Booty will 
return on Sunday 26 May with Garden DJ’s 
from 3 to 10pm and a hog roast from 3pm 

Spring pub news 
for as long as it lasts. Normal menu service 
will run from 12 to 3pm that Sunday.

You may follow all the events 
planned on their website www.
theblackhorsechesham.co.uk or on 
Facebook theblackhorseinnchesham. One 
of the main coming events is their Annual 
Music Festival ‘Beer, Bubbles and Bands’ on 
Saturday, 29 June with back to back music 
from 2 to 11pm.

After the experience of accidentally 
serving in the United States Army for 731 
days in the 1968-70 era, I thought I had 
seen the worst of bureaucratic nonsense a 
government can serve up. Now that I have 
witnessed the machinations of our local 
planning officer management, I realise 
that I have not seen it all after all. Since 
I have been admonished by local elected 
officials for describing the treatment of the 
owner of the White Lion as an “abuse of 
authority” I shall leave it to the reader to 
find a more acceptable description.

Upon the advice of Chiltern District 
Planning officers, the owner’s agent 
submitted two separate planning 
applications for the extension of the pub’s 
trading area and the general renovation 
of the 17th century, Grade II listed public 
house. After extended delays arising from 
inaction by a junior officer, conditional 
approval for the plans was given by the 
council’s Planning Committee on 31 July.

Within a few weeks, the owner had 
scaffolding erected, the roof fully exposed 
and some modern extensions removed. At 
this point a second junior officer came on 
the case and demanded a halt to all the 
ongoing works. Incredibly, over subsequent 
months there followed demands for a 
further nine formal planning applications 
to be submitted to supplement the two 
that had already received consent. These 
involved incurring repetitious professional 
fees for the architect, structural engineer 
and surface preparation specialists to 
prepare studies, drawings, calculations, 
reports, photos and formal planning 

application documentation that each 
typically includes a six-page ‘Design and 
Access Statement’. In addition to this formal 
documentation, I have seen many dozens 
of pages of correspondence between the 
architect and the junior planning officer.

In early February, concerned members 
of the local community entered the fray by 
forcing a meeting on site to be attended 
by planning officers, the head of planning, 
a building control officer and two district 
council members along with the owner and 
her architect plus a couple of members of 
the public. In the event, the head of the 
planning department had to go on “leave” 
and his promised deputy failed to attend.

Without any formal notice being given, 
a more senior planning officer has been 
assigned as “oversight” with the result that 
over the next four weeks, some of the nine 
outstanding planning applications have 
been given approvals – albeit some with 
onerous conditions to be fulfilled before 
final clearance by the planning officers can 
be agreed. As of 10 March, no decisions 
have been notified for four of the new 
planning applications. Although they had 
been submitted several weeks earlier, these 
four were validated by the planners on 2nd, 
9th and 25th January but not yet decided 
upon.

The sad truth is that this tragic situation 
is not the fault of the most junior planning 
officers.  It is a direct consequence of 
a process in which the hierarchy of 
management has given no guidance and 
no oversight to the activities of their 
operatives on the front-line interface with 
the public who need the approval of the 
planning authority. There are four, if not 
five, formal levels of management above 
the Historic Building Officers and their 
activities in managing the planning process 
are invisible to the public. What makes this 
situation worse is the fact that the White 
Lion is not an isolated example of the 
process gone wrong.

Bill Ingram
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If we want to reach back before the 
early 1900s and discover how words 
we use today were pronounced we can 

make use of the work of the many 19th 
century linguists, a profession that really 
took off during this era. None better than 
Jacob Grimm of Brothers Grimm fame, who 
was central to the discovery that nearly 
all European languages including Latin, 
Ancient Greek as well as Sanskrit and, 
importantly, English were all derived from a 
single original language, known as Proto-
Indo-European, which was spoken between 
4500-2500BC. 

Despite the Greek alphabet and hence 
the written word not appearing until about 
900BC the written form of Old English 
did not appear until the Anglo-Saxon era 
from the late 7th century AD. Amazingly, 
through the work of phonologists, who 
study dialects, and archaeologists it has 
been possible to determine how words from 
up to 6500 years ago were pronounced, 
and later on when words could be written 
down, how they were spelt.

So, what can be revealed about the 
wildlife? Let’s start with the badger. what 
is particularly interesting is that the oldest 
known word for the badger is ‘broc’ which 

HILLTOP NEWS NATuRE NOTES

A Fuhsaz in the wood, a 
Moldwarp in the garden and 

a Sisemus in the roof!

is drawn from the Celtic language. ‘Broc’ 
means grey in Old Celtic and has survived 
today as the colloquial alternative in 
modern English as ‘brock’ though most 
often used these days as a sentimental 
name demonstrating affection for the 
badger. 

Another iconic mammal of the British 
countryside is the fox, which, linguistically, 
also has an illustrious history. The origin of 
the name fox originates in the Old English 
‘fuhsaz’ which means ‘thick-haired tail’. As 
significant are the words ‘reynard’ for male 
fox which has its origins in medieval fables 
and a southern Middle English word ‘vixen’ 
for a female fox.

The mole, like the badger and fox, has 
managed to retain its Old English name 
‘moldwarp’ into the present-day. The 
original word literally means ‘soil throwing’ 
or ‘dirt tosser’! The name squirrel is a recent 
introduction into Middle English around 
the time of the Norman Conquest and 
its origins are from Old French and mean 
‘shadow-tail’. 

The dormouse has a long association 
with man and we know to our cost the 
edible dormouse supposedly arrived as a 
domesticated animal the Romans kept for 

food. Certainly, the Romans would have 
coined this word as in Latin dormire = sleep. 
Predating the Romans the Old English 
was ‘sisemus’ or ‘sleeping mouse’. Often a 
generic word later becomes specific to one 
animal. For example, ‘deor’ is a very Old 
English word for ‘beast’ or ‘animal’. In the 
800s the Anglo-Saxons adopted the word to 
include what we call deer today. 

Changing tack a bit and looking at 
invertebrates, today we have the word 
‘caterpillar’ in everyday use but it is a 
relatively modern word that arrived 
on these shores in the 1400s when 
many Latin words were added to the 
language. The word ‘catyrpel’ could be 
found and ‘cawelwyrm’, which meant 
literally ‘cabbage worm’. The adult of the 
caterpillar, the butterfly, has an uncertain 
origin. The word ‘butorfleoge’, which 
arrived in England in the 11th century, 
could have been a combination word from 
Greek for ‘butter’ and Latin ‘fifalde’. The 
latter, in Middle French, became the more 
familiar word ‘papilio’ meaning ‘to shake’. 
So, we have ‘a butter-coloured shaker’.
The Old English word ‘wyrm’ for worm 

has managed to survive into the modern-
day virtually unchanged though its use 
by early English speakers was more often 
attributed to serpents and snakes rather 
than earthworms. Interestingly, the slow-
worm - a legless relative of the lizard - has 
retained the ‘wyrm’ suffix. The word lizard 
is a much later word derived from the Latin 
‘lusarde’. This word displaced the much 
older word for this reptile ‘aðexe’ which 
continued in use via the Middle English 
word ‘eft’, an old word for newt.

Birds played an important role in the 
lives of the Anglo-Saxons. Doves and 
pigeons were kept for food by the English 
elite. Around 800AD the word ‘culfre’ was 
first used for doves. Their domestication 
was down to the Romans, who introduced 
the original word ‘colombula’ for a 
dovecote or ‘columbaria’ as the method 
of domestication. Ducks were another 

What words did our ancestors use to name the wildlife we live amongst today? How has 

pronunciation changed over the past 2000 years? These are tricky subject to untangle. In my last 

nature notes I was grappling with how the enigma of time impacted on our senses. In passing I 

mentioned that as far as tapping into living memories, the furthest back one can go is less than 

100 years. So first-hand knowledge of how words were pronounced in much, much, earlier times 

is an ephemeral phenomenon and one which needs some explanation. 

important domesticated animal and in this 
case the connection with the original word 
‘duce’ is as straightforward as it comes. 

It is not at all obvious what bird a 
‘higera’ is. It is an Old English word which 
has all but disappeared today. Academics 
argue that its original use was for a jay 
or a magpie or even a woodpecker. In 
the Middle Ages, words from which these 
three bird names evolved were introduced 
from France. It is thought this original 
word just meant ‘swift’ or ‘lively’. A 
majestic bird in these hills is the buzzard. 
Once again, the earliest word in use was 
’mushafoc’ and again it is a collective 
word for several birds of prey. However, its 
literal meaning is another bird of prey, the 
mouse-hawk, which today we know as a 
kestrel. The derivation of buzzard was not 
resolved until the 1300s when ‘busard’ was 
introduced, drawn from its Latin origins 
‘buteo’. 

Another signature bird is the pheasant. 
The word ’fesaund’ was introduced from 
Greek via Latin. However, somewhere along 
the way there was a mix-up as ‘fesaund’ 
was, prior to its import, used to denote 
instead a near relative, the capercaillie!

Overall, it is estimated that over 80% 
of words in use during the 800s, when Old 
English was at its height, had disappeared 
by the 1100s, when Middle English was 
developing through the import of Old 
Latin and Norman French words. A further 
revolution took place from the 1500s with 
the Renaissance in science and literature 
brought rediscovered Ancient Greek and 
Latin texts. This was the birth of Modern 
English and was the language Shakespeare 
and his ilk enriched. The change in our 
language has been as dramatic in the last 
500 years as it was in the first 300 years. 
I think that looking at how the Bard has 
enriched our lexicon of natural history 
words might be a topic of a future Nature 
Notes. 

chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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CurvaCeous Cook

Pulled Pork 
As usual at Easter I anticipate many to cook for and a house full of family that I want to spend time with, so 

like to cook something that makes itself.

This is based, believe it or not, on a Slimming World recipe, and I need to credit them for it…even a hit 
with non-pork-loving husband!

The recipe is for a generous 4-6, but is easily doubled up. It freezes well, and is great cold in a bap.

1.5-2kg pork shoulder. I remove all the fat, but you don’t need to!

5 tbs Worcester sauce

1 tsp mustard powder, or 2 tsp English mustard

500g passata

3 tbs balsamic vinegar (cheap one is fine)

2 crushed cloves of garlic (I use the garlic that I slow cook in oil till they are soft, about 15 minutes, then 
bottle. It takes all the bitterness out of them and they are sweet enough to eat as they are! Great for salad 

dressings and absolutely anything else!)

2.5 tbs sweetener, or 4 tbs honey

Salt and pepper

Sear the pork all over. I remove the skin and roast that separately to get crackling.

Mix everything else and simmer in a small pan for 15 minutes or until thickened.

Place pork in slow cooker, pour over the sauce, and cook on low for 8-10 hours. Bottom of the Aga would 
be perfect, or just in a really low oven. At a pinch you could do it on the hob, but no idea how long that 

would take.

Turn it regularly, coating with the sauce.

It will fall apart between two forks. I serve it with mash and vegetables, but would be equally good in a 
bun or with a salad.

Happy Easter to you All

Lulu stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com

V V V
100 Club 
winners 

Cholesbury Village Hall

February 2019
£15 Lynne Frinton, Buckland Common
£10 Doug Hearn, Cholesbury

March 2019
£25 Norman Sheppard, Wigginton 
£15 Ann Horn, St Leonards

For membership, please contact Brigid 
Farmer on 758715, or email  
brigid.farmer@gmail.com

St Leonards Parish Hall

February 2019
£25 Nicola Baker, Buckland Common 
£15 Paula Angell, Buckland Common 
£15 Sandy Clarke, St Leonards

For membership, please contact  
Richard Leat on  leatrj@yahoo.co.uk or 
01494 758784.

V V V
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Dear Diary
April 2019

12th  Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

15th  wI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

24th  Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

27th H&CCC Open Day – Cricket Club

May 2019

3rd  Pub Night – St Leonards Parish Hall – 7.30pm

5th Cream Teas – Cholesbury Village Hall – 1.30pm

10th  Local History Group – Cholesbury Village Hall – 7.30pm

18th Spring Fayre – H&C School – 11am-2pm

22nd  Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

June 2019

1st  St Leonards Village Fete – 2pm

23rd Village Picnic – Cholesbury Common – 11am



50 Hilltop News

Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the June/July edition should 
be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne 
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10 May 
latest. Please note that photos sent online 
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
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