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By the time you read this edition of Hilltop 

News the annual St Leonards Fete will have 

heralded the arrival of summer. Hopefully 

this traditional day of fun will have 

enjoyed good weather and attracted lots 

of visitors. A full report will appear in our 

next issue.

Things are finally looking positive 
for our local pubs. After a year of 
frustrating delay with the Planning 

Department, work to restore the White 
Lion has finally been given the go-ahead. 
Meanwhile, the Full Moon has just 
celebrated the first anniversary of its revival 
under the management of Hannah and 
Philip Matthews.

We introduce a new Parish Clerk, and 
wish Hayley Farrelly well in her new role. 
After thirteen years on the Parish Council 
(the last nine as Chairman) John Allen 
is stepping aside. John has always been 
instrumental in serving the interests of the 
local community and is always on hand to 
offer help and support.

We are blessed with having a village 
school in the lovely surroundings of the 
Hilltops. A recent visit by Ofsted left a 
glowing report – which is a tribute to the 
hard work and dedication of the staff, 
pupils and parents.

Full reports from our school, councils, 
pubs, clubs, societies and churches are 
inside this issue. Have a 
super summer!

Much to look forward to…

Also in this issue:
•  George Cobby remembered
•   Hearing again! Cochlear Implant 

transforms Jenny Smith’s life
•   Nigel Blomfield’s thoughts on farming 

and other country matters

Plus our regular features…
•   Chris Brown looks at the plants that can 

invade our lawns
•   Our Curvaceous Cook rustles up a quick, 

spicy soda bread

…plus all the news from our churches, 
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.

Cover

You may spot an orchid or 
two on our Commons this 
summer…

Our next community event is the Village Picnic 
on the Common on 23 June – see you there!

Cogs in a well-oiled machine

Once the editing, production 
and printing of Hilltop News 
is done, it’s over to the 

distributors. Rosemary Pearce collects 
and hands out bulk copies to 20 
volunteers who deliver unfailingly to 
every household in the Hilltop Villages 
– around 520 copies – six times a year. 
A further 70 copies are sent by post to 
former residents with a special interest 
in the Hilltops. Thank you to all our 
distributors …ed.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

It is with great enthusiasm that I have recently taken over the role of Clerk 
to the Parish Council from Jo Martins. I 

have lived in Ballinger for 17 years and have 
been involved in many village activities, 
including running both Beavers and Cubs, 
acting as treasurer for The Lee Parish 
Hall Committee and I am currently also 
the Clerk to The Lee Parish Council. I am 
looking forward to bringing my knowledge 
and skills to support Cholesbury-cum-St 
Leonards Parish Council and residents.

At the April Parish Council meeting John 
Allen hung up his hat after thirteen years 
on the Council, including the last nine 
as Chairman. Parish Councillors and our 
District and County Councillors thanked 
him for his unstinting efforts to promote 
the interests of the local community and 
assist anyone seeking his advice or support. 
At the May Parish Council meeting - and so 
by the time you read this - a new Chairman 
will have been appointed.  

Your councillors are:

Nigel Blomfield: 758314

Diane Brackley: 01296 625081

Chris Brown: 758890

Philip Matthews: 758205

Bill Ingram: 758258

Francis Sanger: 758767

In the meantime, as there is a vacancy 
on the Council, the PC will be now looking 
for a new person to join them. If you 
would like to find out more about this 
rewarding role, please contact me (see 
below). I can put you in touch with one of 
the Councillors to learn more about what is 
involved.

Meeting dates and other Parish Council 
information can be found on the website: 
www.cholesburyparishcouncil.org.uk. 

Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk, 07769-698652 
or email parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

This week I 
attended a public 
consultation at RAF 

Halton to garner public 
support for their plans to 
build 1000 new homes 
between 2022 and 2025 
when the Base finally 
closes. This is in addition 
to housing developments throughout the 
county, plus those predicated along the 
Oxford to Cambridge Expressway.

At the same time the press is 
highlighting the clash between more 
development and climate change and 
the disconnection between science and 
governance. Whilst the debate is loud in 
the UK the regions that need to do most 
are in Africa and the Far East.
Cllr Nick Rose and I are very clear of the 

need to safeguard the Chilterns by writing 
to the press, speaking up at public meetings 
and resisting development in the AONB. 
The Chiltern Society, Chiltern Conservation 
Board and the Heart of Bucks Community 
Foundation have each sought a new Chief 
Executive this year and we will work with 
them to protect and maintain the wellbeing 
of the Chilterns.
In early May Parliament gave its assent 

to the Structural Changes Order for the 
Unitary Authority which will go live next 
April. The Order now goes to the House of 
Lords and could be considered before the 
end of May, becoming law within a day or 
two. This means that a Shadow Executive 
made up of Members from all five councils 
will coordinate and lead work to create the 
new council.
On 10 May, several of us from Chesham 

and the Hilltop Villages attended a lunch 
locally with the Prime Minister who talked 
about excellent first quarter growth in the 
UK of 0.5%, the NHS getting the biggest 
cash boost in its history and her hope of 
delivering Brexit. There was also the news 

that our MP Cheryl Gillan had been selected 
to fight the next general election.
Meantime, Bosch will launch an 

Innovation Hub in Denham on 4 June. 
The Bucks Thames Valley Local Enterprise 
Partnership  (LEP) has announced £4 million 
in new funding for three projects that will 
nurture new talent in Virtual Reality, and 
there is an offer of a 5-week business Start-
Up course From Bucks Business First worth 
£700 (which is being run for free) to anyone 
on low incomes or benefits.

Finally, we wish all of you taking exams 
this summer the best of luck and every 
success for the future!

Tricia Birchley 
County Councillor, Chiltern Ridges 
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk 
01296 651823, 0771 470 4017

Fire hydrants
On the Parish Council website there is a 
map on which you can locate your nearest 
fire hydrant. If there is a fire hydrant 
outside your property, please help by 
keeping it clear of any obstruction so that it 
is clearly visible.
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

The March and April meetings were 
well-attended - in March we took 
part in a session of Sitting Down 

Yoga and in April Jeff Rozelaar once again 
entertained us with anecdotes from his 
time spent as an actor and film extra. At the 
end of April a successful Quiz took place in 
aid of the Blood Bikers. 

Members have been to various events 
arranged within the County including 
the Federation Annual Council Meeting 
in Aylesbury where they joined other 
members from around the county, more 
than 600 in total, and were treated to 
inspiring guest speakers including naturalist 
and TV presenter Simon King. 

The May Resolutions Meeting will be 
reported on in the next issue, by which time 
St Leonards Fete will also have taken place, 
WI will be on the Cake Stall and in the 
kitchen providing cups of tea once again.

Our June meeting takes place on 
Monday 17th. Emma Grey Williams is a 
locally based Image Consultant and will be 
talking to us about “Colour and Style”. Why 
not join us on the evening as a visitor? 

To find out more, contact our President, 
Carol Henry on 758435.

“The leadership team has maintained 
the good quality of education in the school 
since the last inspection. You are rightfully 
determined and ambitious for the school to 
provide the best for your pupils”.

“The calm, supportive and well-
organised environment ensures that 
everyone is valued within this nurturing 
and caring community.”

“Since the last inspection the staff have 
been successful in improving the school. 
Leaders are effectively supporting staff to 
consistently challenge pupils in their work 
so that they achieve the best outcomes. 
Currently, you are refining the approach to 
challenging pupils in their learning so that 
they have more opportunities to make even 
greater progress. Governors have a clear 
understanding of the school’s strengths and 
appropriate areas of development”.

A thank you to all those in the 
community who continue to support the 
school and, from a parent’s perspective, it 
is great to see the hard work of the staff 
being recognised. 

The summer curriculum has been sent 
out to all classes and is on the school 
website. The topics being examined for the 
summer term include: transport; animals 
and mini beasts; the compass; the seven 
continents; plants and habitats; Wind in 
the Willows; Ancient Egyptians; computer 
coding; Ancient Maya and asking “Did Jesus 
really perform miracles?” 
Beyond the classroom environment the 

children are also organising a plant sale 
from seeds they have planted and have 
visits to the Green Dragon Eco Farm, the 
British Museum, College Lake and RAF 
Halton to name but a few. 

As we look ahead to the end of the 
school year – where has that one gone? – 
Sports Day, Fit 4 Fun, yoga and a number of 

The Easter holiday seemed to be 

thoroughly enjoyed by all the children and 

staff. With Easter itself falling so late in 

the month the children, fuelled with Easter 

eggs, returned only two days after the 

Easter weekend. 

Whilst everyone settled back into 
the school routine it was soon 
to be the staff that needed the 

fuel to keep them going. An Ofsted visit 
was in the pipeline for next term but, as is 
custom and practice, the minimum notice 
was given and the school was informed it 
was to be inspected on Thursday 25 April 
– the children had gone back to school the 
previous day. Mrs Phillips reported soon 
after the inspection that “all the children 
were an asset to the school and behaved 
impeccably and I was equally proud of our 
team of staff.” 
The final report was published on 9 May 

and can be viewed in full online. The school 
is delighted to say that the hard work 
from the staff, governors and children, 
along with continued support from the 
community, means that the conclusion of 
the inspection was “The school continues 
to be good.” Whilst I could leave it there, 
I think it is fitting to add a couple of the 
headlines:

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

The April Newsletter of 
the Neighbourhood 
Watch Network is 

available online at:  
www.ourwatch.org.uk/new-
issue-of-our-news-out-now/

Amongst news from around the country 
there is also information on new online 
toolkits relating to burglary and social 
media and information on securing your 
home. A survey last year revealed that 40% 
of us leave our homes without locking the 
door. There is also an article about fraud in 
the form of scams. 

Shirley Blomfield (758314)

sports competitions are also in the pipeline 
and by the time this edition of Hilltop News 
hits your front door one of the biggest 
fundraisers of the year will have been 
concluded with the Spring Fayre. If we are 
lucky the temperature may have snuck up a 
couple of degrees by then as well!

James Morris

THE TIGER WHO 
CAME TO TEA?

Well, actually not quite though 
he would have approved 
hugely of our delicious 

scones and cakes!
But you can join us, with no fear of 

the tiger, to meet up with old friends 
and indeed new ones. We get together 
in St Leonards Church Room on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month at 
3pm for about an hour or just over. You 
can pop in for a quick cup of tea or stay 
to chat for a while. Either way you are 
most welcome to join us. We can come 
and collect you and take you home if 
transport is a problem. Just ring Anne 
Butterworth (758700) or Anne Lake 
(01296 620169).

Our next get togethers are on 
Wednesdays 26 June and 24 July. If 
you haven’t been before you may be 
surprised to see just how many people 
you know - do come and perhaps bring 
a friend. We’d love to see you!

Anne Butterworth
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CHOLESBURY CUM ST 
LEONARDS HORT SOC
The upcoming coach trip is now fully 

booked, which is a shame as the itinerary 

for this one is excellent. Maybe there is a 

reserve list? 

First up is Rooksnest, Lambourn, Berks 
– privately owned, opens for NGS and 
occasional private tours. 10 acres fine 

traditional English garden. Rose garden, 
herbaceous borders, pond, herbs, fruit, veg, 
cutting garden + glasshouses. Specimen 
trees, shrubs, orchard, terraces. Designed 
by Arabella Lennox-Boyd. Antony Gormley 
statues. 
Then on to: Malverleys, East End, Hants, 

10 acres colour themed rooms – dynamic 
garden developed over last 7 years, 
designed by Mat Reece who is influenced 
by Christopher Lloyd. Mixed borders, 
yew hedges, flame borders, cool garden, 
pond garden, new stumpery. Veg garden, 
fruit cages, walled garden, white garden, 
meadows.

The price is £32 per person. Please 
email Diana Mills if you would like to be a 
reserve. dimills24@gmail.com. 

The talk by David Dennis on ‘Butterflies 
of the Chilterns and how to encourage 
them into our gardens’ was well attended. 
The photos were absolutely stunning and 
I am sure that many of us will have seen 
several already this year following the very 
hot Easter.
As I write this it is raining steadily for the 

first time in what seems like months but the 
ground is very hard and although some may 
penetrate, newly planted trees, shrubs and 
annuals will require constant monitoring/
watering. The rain will encourage weed 
growth – tackle this as soon as possible, 
preferably removing completely rather than 
leaving lying on the surface. This is the only 
way to ensure that no seeds are dropped or 
roots remaining. 

Plant supports should be in place by 
now – twigs are ideal and should blend in 
and be covered very quickly. Sometimes the 
problem is not noticed until the plant has 
collapsed – it is amazing how nature will 
sort itself out if you stake and tie in. This is 
never quite as good as having the support 
in place for the plant to go through but 
what I call the sunflower effect, whereby 
the flowers follow the sun during the 
day, works with plants too and many will 
rearrange themselves appropriately. 

Feeding is also important at this time 
of year – last year we fed our grass with 
homemade nettle fertiliser with limited 
success due to the very dry weather. I shall 
also make some comfrey fertiliser and 
water the annuals and vegetables with this. 
Carbon emissions have been very much 
in the news of late and the less we buy in 
plastic bottles that have been shipped miles 
and created from chemicals, the better. 
Your seedling plants should be in the 

ground by now: they will not thrive if kept 
in pots too long. Getting pot-bound will 
stop them growing and flourishing as much 

as a lack of water. Similarly, deadheading is 
very important to keep the flowers going, 
especially the likes of sweet peas. Plants 
are programmed to know when they are 
setting seed for next year and will stop 
flowering.   

Continue to prune flowering shrubs after 
they have flowered – the old rule was to 
take out a third. I tend to reduce in height 
and take out the bigger stems to allow 
the younger growth through. Some of my 
shrubs are clearly struggling after twenty 
years and I need to think about whether 
they should be removed and/or replaced. In 
some cases overcrowding is an issue.

Visiting gardens – in the last two months I 
have been to the Oxford Botanic Garden, a 
peaceful haven in busy Oxford. I have also 
marked up my calendar with the local NGS 
garden open days. Please remember that 
our very own Diana Garner’s ‘Montana’ is 
open by appointment for the NGS. 

Happy gardening, Sarah Tricks

Bellingdon and 
Asheridge Village Fête 
Saturday 29 June, 12.30-5pm 

Bring the whole family: Fun Dog 
Show, Hemel Hempstead Band, 
Pimms Tent, Beer Festival, BBQ, 

Kids’ Corner, Kids’ Fancy Dress, Tug of 
War, Raffle, Tombola, Cakes and Teas 
and all the other usual Fête fun. 

Registration for Dog Show starts at 
12.30pm. Dog Show at 1pm. (Sponsor 
charity is OBH Chilterns Pony Club). 
Come along to Bellingdon Village Hall 
and Grounds. www.bellingdon.com. 
If you would like a stall at the Fête 

or to help out, please contact fete@
bellingdon.com.
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Moth trapping and release
Weather permitting, David Dennis and 
Peter Bygate will be trapping moths 
on Friday evening 7 June and will be 
releasing their catch on Saturday 8 June 
at 9am opposite the Full Moon. Everyone 
is welcome to come and see what a 
fascinating variety of moths inhabit our 
Commons.

Village Picnic
Our annual picnic will be held on Sunday 
23 June at the Cricket Club. This is always 
a relaxing afternoon, meeting friends, 
listening to BURP and enjoying the 
hospitality of the Cricket Club whilst 
watching the kids show off their cricketing 
skills. Parking will be available opposite 
the pitch. Barbeque available from 1pm 
onwards. More details will be provided on 
New Grapevine nearer the time.

Hawridge and Cholesbury School
We were delighted to receive a letter 
from the School’s Year 5 class informing us 
that, as part of their ‘Making a Difference 
Challenge’, they hope to preserve and 
create habitats for wildlife and to help us 
on the Commons.

Christine Stott has suggested they might 
use the area of woodland opposite the 

school and has offered the class bird and 
bat boxes to install there. She will also 
permit them to build a bug hotel, using 
old pallets and natural materials, on the 
edge of the woodland. This will be clearly 
marked as the Year 5’s hotel so that, 
hopefully, no one will think it has been fly 
tipped!! Given the alarming decrease in 
insects, which has been reported recently, 
you too might like to build your own hotel. 
This film clip will show you how - https://
youtu.be/OR1ogpXvwy4
Our thanks to John Kilpatrick who has 

offered to help install the bird and bat 
boxes and to help construct their bug 
hotel. Although we discourage anyone 
from planting anything that doesn’t grow 
naturally on the Commons, Christine has 
suggested that the children might like to 
plant native daffodils on that piece of land 
and the HCCPS Committee will donate 
suitable bulbs. 

David Dennis has also been approached 
to carry out butterfly spotting with the 
class and has offered to carry out a moth 
trapping on the School grounds as well. 
He is hoping that some of the spectacular 
Hawk-moths will be flying when they carry 
this out. In return, the children have agreed 
to help keep that area free of litter.

Species survey  
Dave and Mary Braddock, who carried out 
a winter bird survey for us in January, came 
back on the weekend of 4th and 5th May to 
survey the nesting birds on the Commons. 
They also set nets for insects and placed 
some tiny bottles containing pheromones 
on trees to try to attract Emperor moths. 
They reported finding six different types of 
Bumble Bees but no evidence of Emperor 
moths. They had also hoped to look for 
possible bat species (Common and Soprano 
Pipistrelles) on the Saturday evening but 
the weather was too windy and cold. In 
fact Mary and Dave were out eating their 
lunchtime sandwiches in sleety snow. True 
dedication to finding out what lives on 
our Commons! Their Winter and Spring 
Reports will be on our website soon www.
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org. They 
expect to be back again in June to continue 
their work on insects and plant life. 
Lynne Lambert and Karen were also here 

from Bucks Owl and Raptor Group at the 
beginning of May to ring the two young 
Tawny Owls that they had found in the box, 
roughly opposite the School. The chicks 
seemed very healthy and, since Tawnies 

Ringing two young tawny owls
can leave the nest much before they can 
fly, they may soon be seen ‘branching’ 
(hopefully too high up in the tree to be 
threatened by passing dogs). If you do 
see them and they are out of harm’s way 
please just leave them be. The parents will 
continue to feed them in situ. If they are on 
the ground please pop them on a branch 
out of danger. See footage of the ringing 
of the Tawny chicks on the website.
Lynne and Karen also checked the ‘Owl’ 

box near to the Bottom Ride. This year it 
had again been taken over by Stock Doves 
but had been abandoned. They were seen 
to be active around the nest more recently 
so may be trying for a second brood. 
There is evidence of Barn Owl activity on 
Christine’s farm and she has seen Kestrels 
near the box there too.

Sadly there has been no sign of native 
dormice in any of the 50 nesting tubes, 
which we put on the Commons two years 
ago, but we continue to hope! Absence of 
evidence is not evidence of absence. 

Drones
We have recently had a report of the 
use of a drone on Hawridge Common 
and occasional use of model planes on Look out for a hawk-moth
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Cholesbury Common. Their operators 
need permission from Christine, as the 
landowner, and she has not granted this. 

Posts
James Jolliffe will be asked to re-instate 
the posts at the bottom of Horse Block 
Lane since there have been a number of 
sightings of vehicles driving on the bottom 
horse ride.

Wheeled strimmer
Nick Brown, Janet Hopkinson, Steve Cheeld 
and Mark Gardener have volunteered to 
use the wheeled strimmer which we have 
bought with a grant from Bucks County 
Council and organised by Councillor Chris 
Brown. We are grateful to Neil Thompson 
from George Browns for demonstrating 
how it should be used and hope that, by 
keeping the smaller paths open, many more 
members of the public will be able to walk 
their favourite routes more easily now that 
the vegetation is growing rapidly.  
We would be happy to have more 
volunteers so, if this is something you 

could help with, please get in touch 
lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk. 

Bench
John Caple has kindly undertaken to 
replace the rotting bench opposite the 
School. This was erected in memory of 
Edgar Taylor who died in 1994 at the age 
of 96. Edgar was a well known and much 
loved character in the village. He was 
an architect, had been a pilot in World 
War I and he, his sister-in-law, Tiny Berry 
(who kept the shop which is now Bracken 
View) and his son-in-law, Roger Bierrum 
were all members of HCCPS Committee at 
various times. Our thanks to John and his 
volunteers for carrying out this work.

Calendar/cards
Our cards and calendars have continued 
to provide much of our income and we 
welcome any of your images throughout 
the year. Please email any of local interest 
to lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk

Lindsay Griffin

Pub Lunch Club

Just over a year ago Philip and Hannah 
Matthews reopened the Full Moon and 
just a few days later welcomed the Pub 

Lunch Club back to enjoy a meal there. 
Since then we have been extremely well 
looked after by the Full Moon team with 
excellent food and hospitality each month. 
We would like to thank Hannah and Philip 
and the staff for making us welcome, 
congratulate them for their rejuvenation 
of ‘The Moon’ and wish them continued 
success in the future. 

The Pub Lunch Club meets up on the 
second Wednesday of each month. It is 
an opportunity to get to know some new 
faces, whether you are new to the villages, 
or if you are just around during the middle 

of the day, maybe working from home 
and just fancy a break and a chat over a 
meal. The Pub Lunch Club also provides an 
opportunity for those who might otherwise 
not find it easy to get to local social events, 
so if a lift is needed there and back this can 
be arranged.

The lunches, comprising main course, 
dessert, tea or coffee, take place at The Full 
Moon on the second Wednesday of each 
month and cost £14. The next few lunches 
are on 12 June, 10 July and 14 August. 
Bookings are made a week in advance by 
calling the number below.

Chris Brown, 01494 758890 or 
goodneighbours@cholesbury.com

BOB WILSON 

It is with sadness that I report the death of Bob on Monday 13 May. 
Bob was the founder of the Bowl’s 

Club which he persuaded the Hall 
Committee to sponsor after the Hall 
Extension was built and the stage 
removed, thereby enabling Short Mat 
Bowls to be played. 

He was a great inspiration to those 
of us who had never played before and 
was generous with his encouragement 
and tips for improved play. At the end 
of last year he moved with Paddy into 
a nursing home in Aylesbury. We miss 
them both.

Anne Lake

EASTER FUN FOR 
LITTLE BEARS 

There was plenty of fun for the 
Little Bears at their Easter tea 
party on Sunday 7 April. The 

weather was kind for the outside egg 
hunt and hat parade whilst inside 
there were many colourful Easter 
themed craft activities. Children 
enjoyed making Easter hats, decorating 
biscuits and planting a sunflower seed. 
A surprise visit by the Easter Bunny 
excited the children and it gave out 
lots of chocolate treats whilst the 
parents enjoyed tea and chocoholic 
cakes! Thanks to all who supported the 
tea party. It raised an eggstraordinary 
£655! 
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB

Community ‘Get 
Active’ Open Day
The cricket club 
organised and 
hosted an Open 
Day for the 
community on 27 
April, with the aim 
of getting local 
people more active 
and, hopefully, 
playing cricket. While aimed mainly at 
youngsters, with a full organised cricket 
coaching programme running throughout 
the afternoon, local Metafit, Pilates and 
yoga instructors and a local cycling club 
offered free taster sessions. Unfortunately, 
the beautiful Easter weekend weather 
did not last, but, despite the clouds and 
bitter wind, the rain held off and the 
event was well attended. Many thanks 
to Buckinghamshire County Council and 
Cholesbury-cum-St. Leonards Parish Council 
for their support.

New season
The season started with a disappointing 
defeat for the Saturday team at Wendover 
in the Mid-Bucks League Division 1. Chasing 
224, we were never up with the run rate 
and collapsed from 46-1 at the tea/rain 
break to 77 all out. Top scorers were Steve 
White with 25 and Alex Neal with 20. On a 
positive note, two young colts, Luke Hames 
and Ted Smare, made their debuts and 
added some much-needed energy to the 
fielding.

The Sunday team didn’t fare any 
better in their first game at home to 
Hemel Hempstead. Despite reducing the 
opposition to 75-6 at one stage, we allowed 

them to recover to 162 from their 40 overs. 
Our reply never really got going and we 
subsided to 83 all out.
The next Sunday fixture against Bucks 

Over-50s was much more positive though. 
We restricted the opposition to 174 off 40 
overs, with Digger Reading taking 4-34 and 
Luke Barker bowling five maidens in his 
spell of 8 overs for 13 runs. In reply, openers 
James Woods (113) and Harri Doyle (54 
not out) knocked off most of the target 
on their own, putting on 171 for the first 
wicket, and we romped home by 8 wickets 
with 10 overs to spare. Let’s hope that sets 
the tone for the rest of the season.

Player availability remains a serious issue 
for both teams, and we urgently need new 
players. If anyone is interested in playing, 
regularly or occasionally, please make 
contact with Steve Drane (07776 167712 or 
chairman@hawridgecricket.co.uk) or just 
come along to nets practice on Wednesday 
evenings from 6 to 8.30. Enthusiasm is more 
important than ability, so don’t think you 
won’t be good enough, come along and 
give it a go!

Colts
The first few colts training sessions 
on Thursday evenings have been well 
attended, despite the cold weather. We are 
again fielding teams in the Bucks League 
in every age group from under 9s to under 
14s, with fixtures starting imminently. It is 
especially pleasing to see more girls joining 
in, and more than holding their own. New 
players are always welcome, just come 
along to the training sessions on Thursday 
evenings from 6 to 8pm.

All Stars
Alexis Shead will again be running our 
highly successful All Stars Cricket sessions 
from 10.30 to 11.15 on Saturday mornings 
starting on 25 May. All Stars Cricket 
provides boys and girls from 5-8 years old 
with 8 weeks of non-stop fun. The activity 
and game-based programme is suitable 

for all skill levels, providing your child 
with the foundations to begin a lifelong 
love of physical activity and cricket, while 
making friends in a safe and enjoyable 
environment. All participants receive a 
personalised kit bag filled with goodies. 
Sign up at www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-stars 
or contact Alexis on 07765 839700 or 
allstars@hawridgecricket.co.uk for more 
information.

Hawridge Duathlon
This annual event will again be hosted by 
the cricket club on Tuesday 4 June, with 
the race starting at 7.15 pm. It involves a 
2.5 mile run, followed by an 11 mile cycle 
ride, then another 2.5 mile run. The event is 
organised by the Arctic One Foundation, a 
Chesham-based charity that aims to provide 
people, groups and clubs with disabilities 
the opportunity to get involved in sport and 
become more active. Individuals and relay 
teams can still sign up at www.entrycentral.
com/HawridgeDuathlon, or if you’d rather 
limit your involvement to encouraging the 
participants, come along and watch. The 
cricket club bar will be open.

Village Picnic
The annual Village Picnic, jointly run with 
the Commons Preservation Society, will be 
held on Sunday 23 June. As usual, it will 
feature a number of enjoyable activities, 
including the traditional ukulele band and 
an under-11 cricket match, this time against 
Ballinger. The bar will be open and the 
barbeque fired up from 1 pm, so come with 
the family and friends and make a day of it. 
Good weather is guaranteed!

Dates for the Diary
4 June  Hawridge Duathlon – 7.15 pm
20 June  Bucks over-50s vs. Surrey – 1.30 pm
23 June  Village Picnic – 1 pm
14 July  President’s Day – 1 pm

For news, match reports, photos and more, 
see our Facebook page.

Steve Drane

Colts get some catching practice



16 Hilltop News Hilltop News 17

LOW 
UNEMPLOYMENT?

Our County Council reported 
recently that Buckinghamshire 
has one of the lowest rates 

of unemployment in the country. This 
reminded me of an amusing report in 
the Bucks Free Press many years back…
‘A Bucks CC project to give work 

experience for unemployed youngsters 
looks like being abandoned due to a 
shortage of unemployed youngsters. 
Only four were interested, but one 
joined the Merchant Navy, one fell off 
his motorcycle and the other two failed 
to turn up’.

While we are on local press reports, 
these from the past might also amuse…

‘Ambulancemen grabbed the arm of 
a young man as he was about to jump 
off a bridge and hauled him to safety. 
“We offered him a cup of tea but he 
said he wasn’t falling for that”.’

‘Smith, a politics student, told 
the court “As I didn’t have any 
identification on me, I didn’t think they 
would believe my name was Smith, so I 
told them it was Jones’.
‘Plans to convert Great Baddow 

church to central heating have been 
scrapped on orders from above’.

And in the classified section…
‘Airline requires stewardess for 
immediate employment. Must be in 
good health and able to swim’.
‘Odd sized feet? Man with right 

foot 7, left foot 8 wishes to contact 
someone with similar problem, but 
preferably with shoe sizes reversed, 
with a view to buying’.
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HOSPICE NEWS 
The Hospice of St Francis is 40 years 

old this June. It is truly a community 

charity, funded by the community for our 

community. 

Back in 1979, faith, belonging and 
coffee stirred The Originals, a group 
of dedicated and driven volunteers 

led by Pam Macpherson, to start a Hospice. 
Then, on 6 June a silent prayer vigil, held at 
St Peter’s Church in Berkhamsted was the 
catalyst that spurred more supporters into 
action.

‘Snowball’ coffee mornings raised 
£20,000 by March 1980. Not bad for a 
minimum donation of 25p! This led to the 
first patient home visits and in its first full 
year the Hospice looked after 21 people. 
Today, it cares for 2,000 people a year.
You can read all about the history, view 

an interactive timeline and read memories 
about care on the Hospice 40th birthday 
web pages.

 40th anniversary events and 
celebrations include:

Hospice Official Birthday – Thursday 6 June
The Hospice is recreating the silent Prayer 
Vigil that was held at St Peter’s Church in 
Berkhamsted on the 6 June 1979. St Peters 
will be open from 4pm until 8pm providing 
a multi-faith, contemplative space to give 
thanks for the Hospice and to pray for its 
future. 

Hospice Garden Party
Enjoy a big birthday party on Sunday 23 
June from 1-5pm in the stunning grounds 
of Ashridge House. Attractions include a 
shopping village with lots of independent 
producers, children’s entertainment, live 
music, refreshments including cream teas, 
local beers and ice cream.

Accessing our Care
If you, or someone you know, is living 
with cancer or a life-limiting illness such 
as a heart, lung, kidney or neurological 
condition the Hospice of St Francis might 
be able to support you. It supports from 
early diagnosis and through treatment 
and remission. It also supports significant 
people in a person’s life (partners/children) 
affected by serious illness in the family. Find 
out more at:  www.stfrancis.org.uk/selfrefer

Further details on all activities and how to 
access our care can be found at: 
Website: stfrancis.org.uk 01442 869555 

Sometimes it can be diffi cult to 
cope with the challenges that 
life throws at us so talking to a 

counsellor may be helpful.

From my counselling practice near Wendover, I 
offer a warm, friendly and confi dential space for 
you to talk through any problems you may be 

facing such as anxiety, stress, sadness, low 
self-esteem, anger and relationship diffi culties. 

For further information on how 
I may be able to help or to book 

an initial appointment, please contact me.
Natalie McGourty 

MBACP, BA (Hons) Psychology

 
natalie@nmcounselling.co.uk
www.nmcounselling.co.uk 
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George Cobby
1926 – 2019

George was born 92 years ago within the 

sound of Bow Bells, on one of the Peabody 

Estates that provided an early form of 

social housing. So, in the true sense of 

the word he was a Cockney, but if you 

ever engaged with him in conversation 

you would be forgiven for thinking 

otherwise. He was born on 14 November, 

often remarking that he’d have to tolerate 

hearing the national anthem every year, as 

it was a birthday he eventually shared with 

Prince Charles. 

His early life was overshadowed by 
contracting polio at the age of 7. 
This limited his ability to be as active 

as other children, and continued to affect 
him in his adult life. Many’s the time he 
would come home with a tear in the knee 
of his trousers, after taking a tumble on an 
uneven pavement.

A teenager during the war years, he 
lived in London throughout the Blitz and 
the many bombing raids, recalling vividly 
the times that local streets were reduced to 
rubble. A few weeks before the end of the 
war, this became even more poignant when 
the last V2 bomb landed in the grounds 
of the school he attended. He was eating 
lunch at the time and remembered the 
noise of the blast and the bits of plaster 
that landed in his pudding bowl.  Two boys 
at the school lost their lives that day and, as 
Form Prefect, he visited the family of one 
of them to pay respects on behalf of the 
school. He didn’t know it at the time, but 
the family he met was to have a profound 
and lifelong effect on him.
After school, George went on to study 

French at university. George’s love of French 
led him into teaching, initially at Highbury 

School in London, then as a senior lecturer 
at the College of All Saints in Tottenham, 
and finally returning to secondary schools 
in Buckinghamshire, including the Chesham 
schools Lowndes and Cestreham, as they 
were then called. 
In 1951, while teaching at Highbury 

School, he met the school secretary, Pat. 
After a date at the cinema, she invited him 
home to meet her parents. Pat’s mother 
remembered him as the Prefect who had 
visited them six years earlier, after they 
lost their eldest son Harry in the school 
bombing. George and Pat married in 
1953, returning from their honeymoon 
with nothing more than a shilling in their 
pockets. At first they lived with Pat’s 
parents before setting up home in north 
London. A daughter, Jo, was born in 1961 
and Kate three years later. Time with the 
children was pivotal in their home life. 
George and Pat dreamed of living in the 

country, and in 1978 bought 15th century 
Dundridge Cottage in St Leonards. Life 
in the country came with its challenges. 
The small mechanical lawnmower that 
had done the job perfectly well in a town 
garden was useless on a quarter of an acre! 
A collapsed cesspit (the village had no 
mains drainage in those days) resulted in a 
fragrant summer of bucket-emptying that is 

probably best forgotten. But they restored 
the cottage and conquered the garden. 
They loved village living and immersed 
themselves in the local social life. George 
joined the Local History Group and served 
on the committee for 36 years. From 1986 
he became their well-loved Programme 
Secretary. He also spent time as Secretary 
to St Leonards PCC. George was an active 
member of the Richard III society, believing 
that the King’s dark reputation was 
manufactured by the Tudors.

Dreams of a long retirement were cut 
short when Pat was diagnosed with cancer 
and George spent two years caring for her 
before she passed away in 1997. Their home 
eventually became too remote for him on 
his own, and he moved to Little Chalfont in 
2000. Family continued to be a central part 
of George’s life. He took great pleasure 
in seeing his grandchildren, Emma and 
Adam, grow up and they always enjoyed a 
close relationship with him. George started 
taking more holidays in his seventies and 
eighties, enjoying trips around many parts 
of Europe, including his beloved France. Jo 

and Kate took him away on a ‘road trip’ 
each summer, revisiting favourite haunts 
in Sussex and meeting up with old friends. 
They took him for a memorable weekend 
in Paris to celebrate his 90th birthday, a trip 
that he talked about for a long time after.
George had a lifelong passion for 

classical music. He had the ability to 
identify almost any recording, even down 
to the orchestra and conductor. Despite 
this extensive knowledge, he couldn’t 
actually read music or play an instrument 
– something he regretted. He became a 
Friend of the Philharmonia, sitting in on 
rehearsals at the Festival Hall and sharing 
stories with the musicians. 
George decided to move to Dunchurch, 

near Rugby, at the grand age of 89. He 
chose Lime Tree Village for the social life 
right outside his front door. Once again, he 
made many friends and was fortunate to 
have wonderful neighbours. Independent 
living was always important to him, and 
being at Lime Tree made this possible.
George lived his life well, right to the 

end – always active and independent, with 
a lively mind, a quick wit and a memory for 
facts. He will be remembered with fondness 
and humour.

This article is drawn largely from words 
spoken at George’s funeral by his daughter,

Kate Hudson
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May has long been my favourite month.  

The fresh green growth, the bluebells and 

the flowers, the returning warmth. They 

all seem to herald the coming of summer, 

and in fact these warm spring days are 

themselves, perhaps, more rewarding and 

refreshing than the height of summer.

But now we see every change and 
turn of the seasons through the 
lens of climate change. Even when 

everything seems normal, we know that it 
isn’t. In other parts of the world extreme 
weather is becoming the norm; even 
though we are still very protected from 
climate change here, we are beginning to 
see its effects in our own backyard as well 
as around the world. 

Does it make a difference to declare a 
‘Climate Emergency’? Well, I hope it does. 
Things like this are the ways in which we try 
to make a difference - to jolt ourselves into 
action. But very often good intentions stay 
just that. Moving away from coal power has 
really helped us get carbon emissions down, 
at no discernible cost to you or me. But the 
next stage is going to involve real sacrifices 
by people in the amount of travelling you 
do, things that you consume and meat that 
you eat. Are you—and by you I mean we—
ready to make that change?

What is the Christian response to climate 
change? Well, like most things, there are 
lots. Being a Christian doesn’t make you 
a natural eco-warrior or a default climate 
sceptic. Christians occupy all the extreme 
positions and all the ones in the middle as 
well, I’m afraid. But there is a wealth of 
theology around the doctrine of creation 
and the responsible role of humanity as 
stewards of creation that should make us 
think. 

 The science of climate change is 
undeniable. Science is, of course, God’s 
chief gift to us in order that we can 
understand the creation in which we live. If 
human flourishing is God’s wish for us, then 
the place in which we are to flourish is also 
important. To me the most important words 
in the Creation Story of Genesis is that ‘God 
saw... and it was good.’ At each word of 
creation, as each thing comes into being, 
God sees it, and finds it good. Genesis is 
no manual on how to make a world, but it 
does tell how God and we should relate to 
the world. As ever in Christian theology, the 
heart of it all is a relationship.
The relationship that God has to his 

creation (of which we are a part) is about 
goodness. Our world is a good place—
not because of its utility, its diversity, its 
uniqueness. Just because it is. All the things 
that make the world good are secondary 
to its intrinsic goodness in the sight of God. 
That must be our starting point, and that 
must be our reason for wanting to protect 
that which we have been given. God does 
not give up on humanity, he always seeks to 
make it good again no matter how debased 
it has become. That must be our goal in the 
stewardship of this planet which God has 
given us as our home.

Deiniol Heywood, Area Dean

A change of climate
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C h u r C h  m a t t e r s

ChOLesBurY 

We prepared 
for Easter 
this year 

both spiritually and 
physically! Eight 
of us carried out 
the Spring Tidy on 
the churchyard and tackled major jobs - 
particularly the south boundary. The wind 
was from the south allowing us a long 
overdue bonfire. Volunteers have started 
mowing; Roseanne Vince tended the garden 
and James Fisher restored the potting shed 
so the church was ready to welcome visitors. 

Our spiritual focus for Easter started on 
Palm Sunday followed by Compline and 
Good Friday devotion that were all shared 

events. Easter Day was joyful and the altar 
flowers combined the Easter Lily with a 
crown of thorns as symbols of two events 
that cannot be separated. Thank you to 
the flower arrangers for a church full of 
beautiful displays. The Walk of Witness 
paused for prayer at the White Lion and, as 
the photo shows, 2019 will be remembered 
as the year of the scaffolding!  

At the Cholesbury church annual 
meeting (the APCM) we recorded with 
sadness David’s continued sick leave but 
were grateful to a varied group of visiting 
ministers for their service to St Laurence 
church. We also reluctantly accepted 
Maggie Carruther’s resignation as PCC 
secretary. Maggie is an ‘ideas person’ as 
shown by her very successful Will McNicol 
concert last year, the Magical History Tour 
and her imaginative approach to the Fete. 
Thank you, Maggie, for your great support. 
We are currently looking for a new secretary 
and are pleased Andrew will continue as a 
reader.

We reviewed worship and agreed the 
Morning Worship service on the second 
Sunday is now established and includes 
modern hymns for a more contemporary 
style while on the first Sunday we enjoy a 
traditional Holy Communion using the Book 
of Common Prayer order.  The third Sunday 
continues to rotate around the three Hilltop 
churches and is a modern Communion 
service with hymns.  

Our finances were stronger at the end 
of 2018 thanks to continued generosity 
from the villages for our fund-raising events 
together with very low maintenance costs. 
Attendance at services was higher, reflecting 
sharing between churches.

 Pause for thought at the White Lion

Floral symbol for Easter

Pentecost is on 9 June when we will 
welcome David Holloway at 10am to lead 
our Morning Worship. A month later, in 
complete contrast, we have the annual Pets 
Service on 14 July at 10am led by Peggy Sear.

st LeONarDs

spring is a time to 
look forward 
but I think 

we may briefly look 
back – with gratitude – to the many people 
from our four churches as well as from the 
Methodist church in Lee Common who 
joined in our combined Mothering Sunday 
and Breakfast Service. Breakfast proved 
a huge draw and the pretty posies that 
the children handed out were enormously 
appreciated as was the opportunity for 
older members of the congregation to 
light a candle in memory of their mothers. 
Michael Joseph lead the service and gave a 
short talk about how much we do actually 
value our own mothers.

We are most grateful to Ivor Cornish 
and all those clergy who have taken David’s 

place on so many occasions. On Good Friday, 
Ian Ogilvie blessed the beautiful Easter 
Garden and led us on our Walk of Witness 
which took us to Cholesbury Church where 
he then led the Devotional Hour. Ian once 
again stepped in for the Easter Family 
Service and even he couldn’t believe the 
number of eggs discovered (and eaten!) 
by the children during the Easter Egg hunt 
after the service! Our little church was so 
welcoming on that important day with 
cream, white and yellow flowers – a big 
thank you to all of you who took time to 
decorate it so beautifully.

We do welcome Jo Evans to St Leonards. 
Jo, who has previously been a very 
successful Parish Clerk, has been appointed 
‘Administrator’ in the absence of Church 
Wardens. Please address any queries you 
might have directly to her on 07811 094416. 
She will be delighted to be of help.

St Leonards APCM was held on Monday 
29 May. We are delighted to welcome 
Robert Donnell onto the PCC.

Anne Lake was presented with a 
beautiful bunch of flowers in recognition of 
her work as Electoral Roll Officer for many 
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haWrIDGe

easter - During 
Holy Week, 
Hawridge held a 

lay-led Compline on Holy Tuesday at which 
six stalwarts were present. It would be 
lovely if more people explored the quiet 
stillness of these services in preparation 
for Easter – perhaps the most important 
of our Festivals. We thank everyone for 
doing the flowers and the Easter Garden in 
preparation for Easter Day when we held 
our Parish Communion Service, led by Ivor 
Cornish, and in the afternoon, our lay-led 
Easter Praise.

Fabric – On 29 April, NR Green of Aston 
Clinton carried out work on new guttering, 
additional hoppers, etc. We were obliged 
to have an archaeologist in attendance at 
the outset but all was well – no suspicious 
bones or bones of historical significance 
and no unforeseen circumstances, so the 
work was completed within a week. The 
builders noted that there was a six-inch 
drop from the east end of the church 
on the porch side and even the weather 
obliged with rain at the correct time to test 
the soakaways!

We are extremely grateful to The Friends 
of the Church who have agreed to foot 
the bill for these works and we express our 
sincere thanks to those who have given 
and are still giving to maintain our lovely 
Church. Now that the outside has been 
secured, we need to wait until the damp 
wall has dried out before we set any dates 
for further on-going work.

May Fair – On the really cold Sunday of 
5 May we went straight from our Family 
Service to set up for our Cream Teas at 
Cholesbury Village Hall. A steady stream of 
visitors from Youth Walkers to friends from 
the villages came to enjoy the occasion and 
we are pleased to report that a net profit 
of just over £600 was realized.

Churchwardens’ Visitation – Every year 
our Churchwardens have to be sworn in 
before either the Bishop of Buckingham or 
Archdeacon of Buckingham in the presence 
of the Registrar of the Diocese of Oxford. 
We all have to do this in order to be 
Churchwardens and by the time you read 
this our appointment will be official.

We hold regular meetings every couple 
of months with the three other Parishes 
in the Benefice and these meetings have 
increased in importance during the time of 
David’s illness.

We wish David all the very best for his 
continued recovery and keep him and 
Penny in our Prayers.

years. – a job she took on willingly and most 
efficiently!  

Nick Butterworth, who remains on the 
PCC, decided that after thirty years it was 
time to pass on the mantle of Treasurer! 
Michael Joseph has kindly agreed to take 
this on. Nick was given some magnificent 
wine as a ‘thank you’ for his long years of 
service. He (and Anne!) much look forward 
to opening a bottle!

Looking forward now, our next Breakfast 
Service is on Sunday 23 June. These 
gatherings seem to attract people of all 
ages – from tiny babies to some quite senior 
citizens! It’s an informal but thoughtful 
service where children and young adults 
are encouraged to play a part. Why don’t 
you come and give it a try? We meet for 
Breakfast at 9am and go into Church for 
half an hour at 9.30am. 

We continue to hold David and Penny 
in our thoughts and prayers and wait for 
further news from the Deanery.   

Please see an earlier page in Hilltop News 
for details of the Tea-Parties.
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Things are looking up in terms of a 

potential for redevelopment of some of 

our pubs that have been dormant of late. 

The wretched planning hiatus has been 

lifted on one, another should revert from 

an alternative use to a pub and fire could 

force the refurbishment of one that has 

been seeking permission for an alternative 

development. Chiltern District Council and 

South Bucks Planners have been sticking 

to their principles in favour of preserving 

existing public houses in both districts.

On the May Bank Holiday, the 
Full Moon celebrated the first 
anniversary of its revival under 

committed management by Hannah and 
Philip. The large marquee will be back 
in the garden and available to book for 
private functions by the end of May. They 
also have a portable bar fitted to a trailer 
which can also be hired and located at the 
client’s venue.

The group ‘Love for Sale’ will return 
for Fathers’ Day on 16 June when there 
will be a barbeque in the garden as well 
as food service from the regular menu. 
Since a new barbeque that features a spit 
roasting capability has been acquired, there 
will be frequent special meals during the 
summer. Some of the Friday fish nights 
will be prepared on this barbeque as well. 
Finally, the successful Thirsty Thursdays will 
continue.

The musical evenings with tribute 
performers will feature ‘Michael Jackson’ 
on 29 June, ‘Alvin as Elvis’ on 5 July and 
‘Queen’ on 31 August.

At the Black Horse Inn, the regular 
fixtures which include quiz nights, Vegan 
dinner evenings and Thirsty Thursday 

continue. In addition, 
the Annual Music 
Festival, ‘Beer, Bubbles 
and Bands’, will be held on 29 June with 
music from 2pm to 11pm and ‘Shake Your 
Booty’ on 3 August with DJ’s on from 3pm 
to 10pm.

The Old Swan Pub has now been 
granted planning permission (PL/18/4719/
FA) for a new rear entrance porch, a 
landscaped patio in the front and a 
reconfiguration of the bar and dining areas 
inside.

The planning torment for Mandy at the 
White Lion has finally been abated, so she 
can now get on with the task of restoring 
and expanding the pub to new glories. 
Prospective contractors have had the final 
architect’s drawings since April, and their 
bids came in May.  By June, the successful 
contracts should have been agreed.

Spring pub news 
Since the generally accepted estimated 

time from start to finish is in the order 
of four months, the pub should reopen 
as early as October but almost certainly 
by Christmas. It all depends on when the 
winning contractors actually start the work. 

With building of the new, stand-alone 
day nursery adjoining The Bull progressing 
well, we can expect that work on 
reinstating the public house can commence 
later this year. This would reflect the will 
of the planning authorities who have set a 
time limit on alternative use.

At the time this was written, no planning 
decision had been made with regard to 
the application to redevelop the Rose 
and Crown as housing and a ‘cycle café’. 
If the planners continue to insist that the 
property cannot be anything but a public 
house, refurbishment in order to resume 
trading has been complicated by a fire 
which gutted the first floor and destroyed 
the roof.

Bill Ingram



32 Hilltop News Hilltop News 33

There was a time, long before coming 
to live in the Hilltops, when many 
hours were spent by us applying moss-

killer, feeds, reseeding bare patches, rolling, 
spiking, adding of sand, and of course 
the frequent mowing. Anything but the 
approved variety of grass was hunted down 
and removed. 

Since moving to these villages, having 
recovered the back yard from beneath a 
tumbled down brick farm building, early 
attempts to create a green sward were 
attempted before it was obvious we could 
not compete with nature. So, these days, 
frankly, I don’t know why we continue to 
call the patch of green behind the house 
a “lawn”!  Instead, it has become home to 
an ecosystem comprising any floral wildlife 
willing to venture from the wilderness 
beyond to set-up home.

Some of the earliest pioneers were 
native clovers. Lightly scented nectar draws 
a wide variety of insects but only long-
tongued flies, butterflies, moths and bees 
have the necessary specialised mouthparts 
to reach the nectaries at the base of the 
flower. Bumblebees are the most visible and 
frequent of all the visitors. When not cut-
off in its prime by the mower and allowed 
to grow to full height, Red Clover is a stand 
out legume with tufts of purple/ pink/rouge 
flowers. 

HILLTOP NEWS NATuRE NOTES

Keep off the grass and 
don’t try that cure for 

haemorrhoids! 

White clover has a creeping habit, 
distinguishing it, out of season, from its 
red cousin. The leaves of White Clover also 
contain a nasty shock, be it for a predatory 
insect or a ruminant, as they produce the 
poison, prussic acid. A near relative of 
clovers is the diminutive yellow-flowered 
Lesser Trefoil which can venture from 
pasture to the yard. Legend has it that it 
was the plant that St Patrick employed as a 
visual aid to promote the trinity to the Irish.

Synonymous with the perennial 
struggle between gardeners and weeds 
is the Dandelion. Big cats are known for 
possessing teeth which, once attached 
to the neck of their quarry, can hold on 
tenaciously until their prey suffocates. The 
leaves of this plant are known in French as 
the ‘dent de lion’, which provide the origin 
of its common English name. But this name 
also fits with this plant’s capacity, once it 
has taken hold and possessed a territory, 
to hold on tenaciously. The essence of the 
Dandelion is a medically proven natural 
diuretic. Over the years the plant has been 
given such names as: “Pee-a-bed” or “Jack-
piss-the-bed”! Having an inflorescence 
comprising up to 200 individual flowers, 
rapid dispersal is ensured, whilst a long 
but brittle taproot also makes it difficult 
to irradiate. Once, during times of famine, 
dandelions were foraged for food. During 

WW2 the root could be roasted to make a 
very bitter coffee. 
Unlike the two previous examples 

that aren’t shy of making a show, some 
inhabitants use stealth to invade. One such 
is Chickweed, which can rapidly spread 
at ground level, winding through the 
base of grass stems and, for this reason, is 
characteristically very tough to eradicate. 
The beauty is in the detail with Chickweed. 
As its Latin name Stellaria suggests, and a 
hand lens will show, the flowers look like 
little (twinkling) stars. As the name suggests 
they are a favourite with poultry but are 
also a tasty salad for humans.

  A group of varied blue-flowered 
plants: some tall, some diminutive, are 
the Speedwells. The one I have found 
inveigling its way from the adjacent 
‘wilderness’ via the flowerbed and into 
the ‘lawn’ is the Germander Speedwell. 
The name ‘speedwell’ has been associated 
with the possession of healing powers 
or of proffering good luck to travellers 
who chose to wear it. In the eighteenth 
century a tea was made from an infusion of 
speedwell.

Without the attribution of Sir Percy 
Blakeney, the fictional English spy during 
the French Revolutionary period with the 
code name ‘The Scarlet Pimpernel’, the 
plant would perhaps not have received 
the same extent of recognition and 
affection. Despite the distinctive flowers 
there is little on offer to attract insects. 
Its most interesting feature is the habit of 
the flowers to open only on sunny days 
from 8am and close by 3pm. By remaining 
closed when rain is due has given it the 
appellation ‘poor man’s weatherglass’ and 
shepherd’s sundial’. As a medicinal plant it 
was said to cure madness!

My final selection is Selfheal. A low-
lying, closely-packed herb whose purple-
headed flower spikes can be seen poking 
through the grass. Its name is derived from 
the notion that a balm made by mixing 
with animal fat could treat cuts and prevent 

As a child, when visiting my grandparents’ house in Pinner, we were often greeted with a neat 

little sign on the edge of the lawn which read.... KEEP OFF THE GRASS - and we were prohibited 

from walking on the neatly coiffured lawn, let alone be allowed to play cricket! 

wounds festering. Its Latin name, Prunella, 
comes from the German for sore throat. An 
English regional name is ‘hook-heal’, which 
is associated with the similarity of the hook-
like appearance of the flower’s lower lip 
to a sickle or billhook used by farmers and 
woodsmen, who were prone to frequent 
cuts and laceration injuries. 

The association between a plant and 
a cure for an ailment caused by a tool 
resembling it follows The Doctrine of 
Signatures. This Doctrine was a philosophy 
that had become widespread in the 
15th century through the activities of 
apothecaries and herbalists. Their belief 
was that herbs could treat ailments 
associated with parts of the body which 
the shape or colour of a flower or leaf 
resembled. More by coincidence than for 
any scientific reason, very occasionally 
there was a health benefit in taking a 
preparation of one of these herbs. But in 
the vast majority of cases, there was no 
cure and sometimes the association caused 
death or serious illness. However, this 
has not resulted in the names originally 
assigned to such plants being forgotten. So, 
to mention just a few whose connections 
with body parts are obvious: Eyebright, 
Lungwort, Toothwort, Spleenwort, 
Liverwort, Woundwort. 

And to end at the end, Lesser Celandine, 
also known as Pilewort, was at one time 
used as a cure for haemorrhoids!

chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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As many of you will know, I am profoundly 

deaf and have been the lucky partner of a 

Hearing Dog for many years. During this 

time I have become more and more deaf, 

particularly over the last three years. This 

has meant I have had to rely increasingly 

on my lip-reading skills and my wonderful 

Hearing Dog.

A couple of years ago one of the 
Audiologists at Stoke Mandeville 
Hospital suggested he could put 

my name forward for a Cochlear Implant 
(CI). This is a highly complicated process 
and even the form I had to fill in was 
complicated! I was required to give a full 
account of my lifestyle; indicate that I lead 
a busy life; talk about my involvement with 
Hearing Dogs and show how very positive I 
was about what I wanted to achieve and to 
what extent I was prepared to work hard to 
succeed.

This is an operation which is not done 
very often quite simply because of the 
sophistication of the implant: it costs many 
thousands of pounds.
I hesitated for quite some while as I was 

aware the implant did not help everyone 
and in order to do the operation my 
hearing would be totally and irrevocably 
destroyed.   Therefore, if it were not a 
success I would be worse off than before 
as the procedure cannot be reversed. 
However, after much consideration, I 
decided to go ahead. Operation day at the 
John Radcliffe hospital in Oxford was to be 
10 December 2018.

Tony and my Hearing Dog Tassie came 
with me and I was wheeled down to the 
operating theatre at mid-day. Two hours 
later the device was fitted with a box 
implanted in my skull from which wires run 

Defeating deafness
up into my brain. I was suddenly in a very 
quiet world as the CI is put into one’s better 
ear and not turned on for ten days to allow 
healing.

Having been warned that when the 
CI was switched on voices would sound 
like Donald Duck under water (?!) I was 
pleasantly surprised that they didn’t sound 
too bad at all. I had to learn to hear all over 
again as the sound path to the brain was 
now totally different to normal hearing. 
The CI is turned on very quietly initially and 
gradually increased over several weeks and 
also tuned so I can get the maximum out 
of it.
As practice, I have been given sets of 

lessons by the Speech Therapist where Tony 
has to say words, phrases and indeed read 
stories with his mouth covered so that I 
can’t cheat by lip reading. Quite hilarious 
at times as you can imagine – and very 
frustrating at others.

My final goal is to learn to use an 
ordinary phone because at the moment 
I rely on text on my mobile and type talk 
on the land line - both of which somewhat 
limit conversation to facts and figures 
rather than a chat.
I am one of the lucky ones as it has 

completely transformed my life. I can now 
hear things I haven’t heard for many years. 
Hanging out the washing and realising I 
could hear a bird singing was so emotional 
I felt like crying – it was one of the things 
I missed most.  Needless to say, there are 
some sounds I’d rather not hear – it is a 
noisy world.
I cannot fault the marvellous staff at the 

John Radcliffe and am so grateful for their 
care and help.
I am so so lucky! And I will always be 

allowed to keep Tassie.

Jenny Smith

And now from Tassie’s 
point of view…

On a rather miserable winter Wednesday 
to my surprise Master got up at half 
past five. He let me out and then Missus 
appeared and gave me my breakfast – a 
bit early, I thought, but who am I to argue 
and I went back to bed. Suddenly ‘they’ 
appeared all ready to go out at half past 
six. I decided that I couldn’t be included 
in this very early expedition: I mean, pitch 
dark and far too early for my morning 
walk! As I tried to creep back to bed, Missus 
said ‘You’re coming with us’. I tried to go 
upstairs again but it wasn’t to be and being 
an obedient sort of a girl, I followed her 
out and into the car.

Eventually we arrived at this place we’ve 
visited before. It had a peculiar smell, 
not the same as shops or other places 
we’ve visited; I suppose it was more like a 
hospital. In the waiting room I could tell 
that Master and Missus were worried and 
nervous so I gave them lots of kisses to say I 
loved them.

We were then taken to a cubicle with 
a funny bed on wheels and people kept 
coming in and talking to the Missus. No 

one took any notice of me except one 
gentleman in a white coat who said ‘What’s 
his name?’ I suppose I shouldn’t have been 
offended as I was lying on the floor with 
the relevant bits not visible. I’m a GIRL!!

At about nine o’clock the Master took 
me for a walk. We found a field near the 
hospital which was all right but not what 
I’m used to for my morning constitutional 
with my local doggy friends. We returned to 
find the Missus in a most odd-looking dress 
– very short – a new fashion maybe? Master 
and I kept her company and then she told 
us to go home. We went, not home, as we 
didn’t want to abandon her there.

When we saw Missus again in the 
afternoon, she’d got some sort of white 
decoration over her ear to add to the frock 
– a new style which obviously hadn’t quite 
got as far as St Leonards?  Why she couldn’t 
have chosen a pretty, fluffy one, like the 
lady in the cubicle opposite had over her 
eye, I don’t know. No fashion sense at all! 

Eventually, thank goodness, she put on 
her ordinary clothes and got ready to leave 
but there was some talk about the ‘rush 
hour’ so we went downstairs to the café 
instead. They had toasted cheese and ham 
sandwiches – oh, the smell! I did dribble as 
it was way past my tea time and I’d had my 
breakfast so early. I was starving but I had 
to wait until we got home two hours later 
for my tea. WHAT A DAY!!

Faithful Hearing Dog Tassie
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Farming and other thoughts
The Beast from the East back in March 

and April 2018 was followed by a hot 

dry summer and quite a dry winter.  Last 

year’s crops (feed barley, milling wheat, 

beans for cattle feed and peas for human 

consumption) were reasonably good 

considering that it was such a dry summer. 

Spring 2019 has also been very dry and 
crops going into the ground have 
wanted rain. On 9 May we had 25mm 

(1”) of rain over two days which helped 
them a lot. We do need a lot more for 
farmers in the eastern counties to irrigate 
and to fill the reservoirs.

For all the lack of water the crops 
generally do look very well. Will the price 
of corn be depressed if there is a bumper 
harvest? Unlikely. Wheat and barley are 
world commodities and prices are governed 
by the Chicago Exchange rather than by UK 
weather conditions.

With increasing comments regarding 
food miles, I can say that all of the milling 
wheat from the 2018 harvest went 
to Heygates Mills at Tring for human 
consumption. They are now the only local 
taker of grain. I could name nine mills and 
depots within a 25-mile radius from here 
who were taking grain around 30 years 
ago. 
I heard that a question had been raised 

about paddocks and lawns being rooted 
about and the soil disturbed to about a 
depth of 1 inch. This has been particularly 
noticeable and extensive in the grass fields 
this winter and I put it down to badgers 
looking for worms, leatherjackets and 
other insects. There may be wild boar in the 
Forest of Dean and the southern counties 
but they are not yet in the Chilterns.

Have you noticed how the roe deer 

(pictured) has increased in numbers? 
During March and April I saw a group of 
nine in a field alongside Arrewig Lane and 
another group of eight were on the wheat 
at Hastoe. So far I have only seen one road 
casualty and this was on the roadside verge 
at the bottom of The Hale. The number of 
muntjac seem to have declined over recent 
years. Are the roe deer moving them on? 

John Horn has been gradually clearing 
Buckland Wood of a lot of the holly which 
had been taking over. It is amazing how 
the beech woods are choked by it if they 
are not looked after. Twenty or twenty-five 
years ago there was some holly but nothing 
like now - do we put this down to global 
warming and climate change? I can’t think 
of any other reason.

Nigel Blomfield
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CurvaCeous Cook

I found this recipe on my Sarah Raven calendar when looking for something to brighten up a 
rather dull soup when we had unexpected lunch guests! It is quick, tasty, and just a bit different, 

whilst giving you one of your 5-a-day…what’s not to love?

spiced squash soda Bread 
For two small loaves or 8 rolls

400g squash (butternut, onion, crown prince etc)

3 tbs olive oil

¼ tsp dried chilli flakes (I used a bit more)

1 tsp cumin seeds

Salt and black pepper

300g strong white bread flour

50g butter

3 level tsp baking powder

1 tsp chopped sage

1 tsp ground coriander

100ml buttermilk (I didn’t have any so used yogurt mixed with a little milk)

1 medium egg

Preheat oven to 180/mark 4.

Cut the unpeeled squash in half lengthways, remove the seeds, then cut flesh into 3 cm chunks.

Line a baking tray with foil and add squash, oil, chilli flakes cumin seeds and salt and pepper, mix well, 
cover with foil and roast for 40 minutes.

Remove the squash, leaving the oven on, and allow to cool. Mash with potato masher, scooping up as 
much of the herby spice mix as possible, and place in a bowl with the flour, butter, baking powder, sage, 

ground coriander and 1 tsp salt. Stir with a fork to combine, then beat the buttermilk and egg and mix with 
a fork.

It is a rather wet dough, but that makes it light and fluffy. Divide in two and shape into rounds, or 8 rolls, 
and place on a baking sheet. Sprinkle with a little flour.

Bake for 25 minutes for the bread, or 20 for the rolls, but check after 15 minutes. A skewer should come out 
clean. Turn off the oven and leave the loaves in there to cool for about an hour, or cool on a wire rack.

Lulu stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com

V V V
100 Club 
winners 

Cholesbury Village Hall

April 2019
£20 Sue Williams, St Leonards 
£15 Nick Brown, Hawridge

May 2019
£20 Joan Barnard, Cholesbury 
£20 Lynne Frinton, Buckland Common

For membership, please contact  
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email  
brigid.farmer@gmail.com

St Leonards Parish Hall

April 2019
£25 Mrs K Woodward, St Leonards 
£15 Miss J Thomas, Buckland Common 
£15 Kate Edwards, St Leonards

For membership, please contact  
Richard Leat on  leatrj@yahoo.co.uk or 
01494 758784.

V V V
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Dear Diary
June 2019
1st  St Leonards Village Fete – 2pm

12th  Pub Lunch Club – Full Moon

17th  WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

23rd  Village Picnic – Cholesbury Common – 1pm

24th  Parish Council Meeting – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

26th  Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

July 2019
10th  Pub Lunch Club – Full Moon

13th  Wimbledon Ladies Final on screen – St Leonards Parish Hall

14th  Wimbledon Men’s Final on screen – St Leonards Parish Hall

22nd  Parish Council Meeting – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8pm

24th Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

August 2019
14th  Pub Lunch Club – Full Moon
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the August/September edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne 
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10 July 
latest. Please note that photos sent online 
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
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