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Late summer welcomes two of the 
Hilltops’ traditional and popular 
events. No wind or rain to contend 

with this year – just record-breaking heat at 
the August Bank Holiday Churches Fete. So 
much so that extra tents and gazebos were 
hired to protect stall-holders and visitors. 
This annual show attracted visitors from 
near and far, having fun and contributing 
more funds for our churches. 

The Horticultural Society Annual Show, 
in early September, displayed another 
colourful, variety and quality of cut flowers, 
fruit and vegetables; plus arts and crafts, 
cookery and children’s classes. The standard 
at the Show was as high as ever.

Full reports on these inside…

What a scorcher!

Also in this issue:
•  Ted Brown remembered
•  Another childhood tale from Mike Wallis
•   Stephen Trick’s Champion of the  

Bucks Show
•  Chris Brown updates us on Broadband
•  DENS – more than a night shelter
•  Award for Little Bears
…and our regular features:
•   Nature Notes - Chris Brown looks into the 

busy world of ants
•   Curvaceous Cook serves up  

something fishy
…plus all the news from our churches, 
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.

Cover

Autumn colour beckons at 
the Cholesbury Camp…

“Look what I’ve found!”. Colourful treasures 
on our Commons – see the H&CCPS report
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THE PARISH COUNCIL

As autumn starts to bear down on 
us the allotment holders have 
been busy harvesting all their 

produce. Whilst most of our allotment plots 
are taken please do get in contact if you 
are interested and I can let you know if a 
plot becomes available.  

There has been a flurry of planning 
applications over the summer. The Rose and 
Crown’s application to build three terraced 
houses and a velo (cycle) café has now been 
given conditional permission. All planning 
applications are carefully considered by the 
Parish Council and residents can view any 
applications through the Chiltern District 
Planning Portal.
The consultation on Unitary Authority is 

currently on-going and the parish council 
continue to voice their thoughts and views 
on how the Unitary Authority will be 
shaped for the future and how it will affect 
our parish.

Your councillors are:

Chris Brown (Chairman): 758890

Bill Ingram (Vice-Chairman): 758258

Nigel Blomfield: 758314

Diane Brackley: 01296 625081

Philip Matthews: 758205

Francis Sanger: 758767

You will have also noticed that The Vale 
road surface has now been re-repaired. The 
Parish Council were not satisfied with the 
finish of the previous work and through 
many discussions it was agreed to be re-
done. Other work that has taken place in 
the parish includes re-surfacing work on 
Swan Lane.
As always, please do get in contact with 

me if you have any queries regarding the 
parish.

Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk 
07769-698652 or  
email parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

Autumn is here 
after a very dry 
summer, and we 

can reflect on a number 
of really super events 
in the parish, including 
the Church Fete on 
Bank Holiday Monday 
and the Horticultural 
Society Show on 7 September. Both were 
the culmination of lots of hard work, but 
the enjoyment they provide makes it all so 
worthwhile.

Over the summer several local roads 
have been resurfaced, patched or repaired. 
What a pity they used so much less gravel 
last year on Vale Road - they learnt their 
lesson!

The biggest improvement is Swan Lane, 
however Arrewig Lane is now driveable and 
Hawridge Vale will be swept. One road per 
Member was never enough in this Division 
but common sense has at last prevailed and 
more money was allocated locally this year.

The number of children attending a 
Buckinghamshire state school rated good 
or outstanding by Ofsted has risen to 92%, 
exceeding the national average by 7% this 
year. Bucks consistently outperforms other 
Education authorities and interestingly, 
in terms of attainment and progress, girls 
out-perform boys! Our Progress 8 measure 
for girls is significantly higher than for all 
pupils nationally!

The new Buckinghamshire Council 
is now seven months away and there 
is still a phenomenal amount to do to 
deliver excellent services to residents 
and business on lst April next year. Local 
Community Boards will ensure our work 
is truly local and works smoothly with the 
Parish Council. Details are beginning to 

emerge about the timetable and venues 
for meetings and staff will be confirmed in 
their posts over the coming months. There 
are a lot of new faces at County Hall as the 
five councils merge.

Lately I have been helping residents 
with Home to School Transport, potholes 
and HS2, so please let me know when I can 
help!

Tricia Birchley 
County Councillor, Chiltern Ridges 
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk 
01296 651823, 0771 470 4017
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and favourite speakers. He has a special 
interest in unravelling some of the hitherto 
unresolved mysteries of the Second World 
War. (This talk was postponed last year due 
to the snow!)

The meetings take place at St Leonards 
Parish Hall. Please arrive at 8pm for a 
prompt 8.15pm start.

For members and regular visitors we 
look forward to seeing you once again. 
If you are new to the area, have just not 
got around to coming along before, or 
for a while, why not try out one of our 
meetings? Visitors just £4 at the door.

Membership for the whole year is also 
great value - just £10 for adults and free 
for those 16 years and under. We organise 
eight evening meetings, normally on the 
first Friday of the month, plus a newsletter, 
other member events and access to our 
archive of photographs and other material 
documenting the history of the houses, 
people and events in the Hilltop Villages. 
Something for everyone to enjoy.  

Chris Brown (01494 758890)  
email: localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com

will be looking at the seasons, especially 
Autumn and Winter and at Our Family. 
Key Stage1 will be examining topics as 
wide ranging as: Toys – the old and the 
new; London – focusing on The Great Fire, 
The Gunpowder Plot and how our capital 
city has changed; considering religious 
traditions and whether symbols are better 
than words at expressing religious beliefs; 
Samuel Pepys diaries and The Stone Age 
and Iron Age. In amongst this, some of the 
children will be visiting the Celtic Harmony 
Camp to be Stone Age farmers for the day.
Key Stage 2 will be studying a broad 

range of topics including: The Roman 
Empire, the conquest of Britain, Hinduism, 
Anglo Saxons and Vikings, the Solar System 
and “Peaks and Flows” as they examine 
the main rivers in the UK as well as others 
around the world. In amongst all of this 
there is a continued focus on handwriting 
and style throughout all of the school years. 
Outside of the classroom the children 

have already also been offered numerous 
opportunities. An after-school Woodland 
Club has been introduced, with children 
enjoying time playing together and crafting 
in the school woods. Each week will also 
have a different challenge such as dyeing 
fabric with leaves or creating a woodland 
character to take home. Year 3 have started 
their Forest School during school time and 
the JAM Club (Jesus and Me) starts again, 
organised by the Parish of Great Chesham, 
the school and volunteers, with activities, 
games, Bible stories and discussions. Yoga 
has been introduced for both KS1 and 2 to 
develop flexibility, core strength and help 
reduce anxiety and stress. A new Art Club 
has been established and the traditional 
football and netball teams have already 
started training.

James Morris

The children, staff, and possibly the 
parents, have enjoyed the summer 
break and have come back refreshed 

and welcoming a new intake in to 
Windmills: the Reception class. There are a 
couple of spaces still available in the new 
intake and the newcomers were broken 
in gently with half coming in on the first 
Wednesday, the other half on the Thursday 
and then all joining together on the Friday.  

Everyone seems to have settled in 
well to their new classes and three new 
teachers have also joined the school. In 
addition, thanks to a lot of hard work from 
volunteers, the pond is now ready and local 
wildlife, including some ducks, have found 
themselves a new home. Whether they 
welcome the noise of numerous primary 
school children remains to be seen but 
at least the pond is the other side of the 
school from the playground.

The school curriculum, for a number 
of years, has promoted an ethos based 
on six key values: Respect, Teamwork, 
Responsibility, Honesty, Understanding 
and Peace. These values are encouraged 
throughout the school day and are 
highlighted on an individual basis every 
half term. 
As the new school year starts, the 

curriculum also starts anew. Windmills 

HAWRIDgE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL LOCAL HISTORY 
gROUP

Look out for the flyer 
enclosed with this 
month’s Hilltop News 

listing our talks for this 
season. Keep it handy 
with a fridge magnet, or make a note of 
our meetings in whatever you use as a 
memory jogger before it disappears with 
your recycling!

We open our season of evening 
meetings on Friday 4 October. The talk 
is entitled Buckinghamshire Murders. 
Our speaker is Dr Jonathan Oates, who 
was born in Amersham and is the Ealing 
Borough Archivist and Local History 
Librarian. He has written several books and 
lectures on aspects of the history of London 
and the Home Counties, including their 
criminal past.
Our second meeting is on Friday 1st 

November when we hear about The Oxford 
of Inspector Morse. Though Morse is a 
fictional character, Colin Dexter, who had 
in-depth knowledge of Oxford and College 
culture, created, in a parallel universe, a city 
part authentic, part pastiche and a place 
every bit as dangerous to live as is our own 
Midsomer! Our speaker is Alistair Lack. 
After a career in teaching, then the BBC 
World Service, he moved to Oxford where 
he is a freelance journalist and guide for 
tours of the University. He is therefore the 
ideal guide to Oxford real or imaginary.
Our 6 December meeting is a talk 

about the Duke of Windsor – Royal Traitor 
or Nazi Dupe? The Duke of Windsor’s 
wartime dealings with the Nazis is one of 
the Royal Family’s most closely guarded 
secrets. However, declassified files strongly 
suggest that when his country was facing 
its greatest crisis the Duke was pursuing 
personal and political agendas totally at 
odds with Britain’s war objectives. Our 
speaker, Tony Eaton, is one of our regular 
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CHOLESBURY CUM ST 
LEONARDS HORT SOC
Annual Show 2019
The Annual Hort Soc Show took place 

at Hawridge and Cholesbury School on 

Saturday 7 September. There were six 

divisions to include Flowers; Vegetables 

and Fruit; Floral Arrangements; Children’s 

classes; Arts and Crafts; and Domestic 

classes. A total of 98 classes were available 

to enter.

A dedicated team were on site 
on Friday evening and Saturday 
morning putting up tables and 

preparing for the judges’ arrival. A 
steady stream of entrants bringing their 
horticultural exhibits and works of art 
came through the doors until they were 
locked and the judging began. The main 
hall looked absolutely stunning with all 
the colourful fresh flowers and superb 
vegetables on display.

At 2.30pm the doors were opened and 
visitors came in to enjoy the spectacle and 
relax with a cup of tea and homemade 
cake. Entrants eagerly checked the tables 
to see whether or not their hard work had 
paid off with a first, second or third place in 
their chosen class. Raffle tickets were sold 
throughout the afternoon and the draw 
was made after the prize giving.
Although entries were down a little this 

year, the standard was as high as ever. The 
children’s classes were delightful; they had 
obviously worked hard to make their paper 
flowers, stained glass windows and pop-up 
greetings cards. All in all, it was a lovely 
show and a lovely afternoon - very much a 
local affair.
Our thanks to everyone involved in 

the preparation and running of the show, 
entering the various different classes, 
judging the entries and coming along on 
the day to enjoy this celebration of village 
life.

I was sorry to have missed the show this 
year - family up north called. We would 
have entered our first jar of honey. The 
bees, whilst wonderful, have attacked 
twice and I am careful not to garden when 
they are very active on plants. Certainly, 
new plant acquisitions have to pass the 
attractive-to-bees test.

In the garden the nights have turned 
very cool and an early frost is not 
impossible. Keep an eye on the forecast 
remembering that ‘up here’ we tend to 
be cooler than in the towns or even the 
country for forecasting purposes. Placing 
pots near the house will provide some 
protection even if there is a frost. Until then 
the ground is still very dry and annuals and 
vegetables will need regular watering to 
keep flowering/producing. The rainfall we 
have had has been insignificant for plants, 
especially new trees and shrubs.

Now is the time to order/buy bulbs. The 
narcissi should be planted first. However if, 
like me, you want a succession of bulbs in 
a pot you inevitably have to buy them all 
together and plant in layers. 

Garden visiting – it’s not too late, 
especially if you like autumn colour. 
Not only arboretums but also gardens 
like Waterperry, which has a wonderful 
selection of asters planted in huge borders 
to great effect. It is free to RHS members in 
October. Since the last issue I have visited 
Scampston Walled Garden (also walking 
into the Capability Brown designed park), 
and Sussex Prairie Gardens. Both were 
excellent and although similar in theme, 
very different in execution. 
Scampston was designed by Piet Oudolf 

some years ago and is now well established.  
I came away with enthusiasm for more 
hydrangeas and some unusual shrubs 
which I need to source once I have found a 
potential home for them. What it probably 
lacks is a high enough viewing platform, 
but definitely worth a diversion if near 
Malton in North Yorkshire.  

Sussex Prairie Gardens near Worthing 
were hosting a plant fair. The colours 
were vibrant and often in large blocks, 
although probably at its best in late August 
/September there had clearly been interest 
earlier in the year. The seed heads were 
standing well. I came away with a new (to 
me) eryngium which, when established, 

will be striking and huge. Hopefully, as it is 
spiky (although not as spiky as agavifolium) 
it will be rabbit-proof. The nurseries at the 
plant fair were very good. 
The Hort Soc AgM and Quiz is on Friday 

15 November, further details to members 
soon.

Sarah Tricks

TOWN FARM  
ART SHOW
Perfectly timed for that special 

Christmas gift!

Ten artists and makers are showing an 
exciting mix of high-quality art & craft: 
paintings, illustration, printmaking, 
ceramics, woodturning, embroidery 
and jewellery, plus willow-weaving and 
sculpture in the garden. There will also 
be mulled wine and home-baked  
festive treats in aid of Rennie grove 
Hospice Care.

One weekend only: Friday 22 - Sunday 

24 November, 10am – 4pm

6 Town Farm, Cheddington, Near Tring, 
LU7 0TT. Please park on High Street – not 
in Town Farm. Free entry. Photos and 
more info at www.townfarmartshow.
blogspot.com
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HAWRIDgE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
AGM
The AgM will be held at Cholesbury Village 
Hall on Tuesday 26 November at 7.30pm. 
This is always an opportunity for you to 
hear more about what is going on here on 
our Commons and to have your say about 
any issues which might arise. Refreshments 
will be served. All are very welcome.

Conservation Group working parties
Unfortunately, Isobel Clark, who has 
organised these sessions for many years, is 
unable to do so for the next few months 
but, luckily, Janet Hopkinson and Richard 
Bysouth have agreed to lead the working 
parties in the meantime. The first session 
will be on 6 October to clear the area 
behind the Rose and Crown and the second 
on 20 October to work on the track parallel 
to Ray’s Hill. Sessions last from 9.30am – 12 
noon or for any time that you can spare in 
between. The group is a very friendly bunch 
who turn up cheerfully whatever the job 
and whatever the weather. It is a great way 
to keep fit and a good excuse to be able to 
indulge in a bit of cake, guilt free, at 11am 
since you’ve already burnt off the calories! 
As always, we will welcome new helpers 
and if this is to be your first session it 
might be helpful if you contact either Janet 
(janethopkinson@tiscali.co.uk) or Richard 

(richard1.bysouth@gmail.com) beforehand. 
Notifications of further sessions will be 
posted on New Grapevine.

Cards
We recently decided to have 24 new cards 
printed and these have been on sale at 
the Fete and the Hort Soc Show where 
they have proved very popular. We have 
already run out of some and need reprints, 
which will happen soon. We will have 
another stall at the Art group’s exhibition 
at the end of November. Meantime, if you 
have run out of your old stock and want 
more please get in touch lindsaygriffin@
yahoo.co.uk or 758440. The cards include 
nine bird species, most of which have 
been photographed by Mary Braddock, 
who is conducting species surveys on the 
Commons with her husband, Dave. Others 
are by Andy Harris, views taken by David 
Dennis on the Commons and in the Fort, 
as well as for his new butterfly cards and 
some of Isobel Clark’s lovely wildflowers. 
As these are all local they are a good way 
to show off to your friends some of the 
pleasures that we can experience here on a 
regular basis. They remain very affordable 
at £1.25 each or 5 for £5 (the same price 
over 7 years!) and are blank for your own 
message.

Calendar
At present we are assembling lots of new 
photographs for the 2020 calendar and we 
are delighted that Susie Bell will design 
it for us again. We are very pleased to 
have photos from several of our regular 
donors and also from some new ones. As 
we now have contributions from further 
afield we are changing the name of the 
calendar to The Hilltop Villages Calendar 
to acknowledge their input, though the 
profits will still go toward the maintenance 
of the Commons, which we can all enjoy. 
As always, we are grateful to Susie, all of 
the photographers and our sponsors who 
help make it a visual treat as well as a very 

welcome source of revenue to enable us 
keep the Commons in good shape.

Moth release
Surely one of the most joyous occasions 
on the Commons took place on 3 August 
when David Dennis and Peter Bygate 
invited us to view their night’s catch from 
the previous evening. They had a bumper 
catch including some spectacular hawk-
moths.  A large number of us went to 
view them including a lot of very young 
children as well as visitors from Australia 
and other parts of the UK. It was great to 
see the wonder on the faces of the 3 to 
4-year olds upwards and astonishing that 
they maintained their interest for over an 
hour. As always, it was fascinating to see 
what an abundance of life goes on around 
us, largely unnoticed. Huge thanks to David 
and to Peter for sharing their enthusiasm 
and expertise. 

Species surveys
Dave and Mary Braddock continued to 
survey the Commons in July and August 
and compare their findings with previously 
recorded species here. We are very grateful 
to them for their work and pleased that 
they intend to be back in December and 
in different months next year. So far, 

their results are very encouraging since 
already they have found many of the plant 
species recorded in previous years as well 
as ten which are new to the Commons. Of 
the birds, they have recorded 66 species 
which either breed or winter here or pass 
through the Commons each year, some of 
which are quite special and demonstrate 
the importance of this site. In July they 
recorded four species of bat – ‘Common 
and Soprano Pipistrelle bats are quite 
numerous, a Noctule bat and two Brown 
Long-eared Bats were found.’
Dave was pleased to be here in August 

when the sedges, reeds and grasses were 
in seed and easier to identify. We hope 
to have their findings on our website 
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org 
before too long.

Dave continues to be very enthusiastic 
about his visits and is complimentary about 
the work we are doing. He commented… 
“Overall, the Commons are in a very 
healthy condition. The conservation and 
maintenance work being carried out is 
enhancing the Commons for the future. It 
is not easy balancing the needs of all the 
people using the Commons, but I think the 
balance now is about right. Areas of note: 
•   The places where the grass is cut once, 

later in the year: These areas have the 

Viewing the night’s catch
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most species of plants and invertebrates. 
The cut pathways allow for access and 
close approach to these species without 
undue trampling and disturbance.

•   The bottom hedge line and scrub from 
Flint Cottage to Pallett’s Pond is perfect 
and needs to be protected. Most of the 
bird, butterfly and invertebrates are 
found here.

•   The heather and gorse patches: If the 
Bracken can be controlled and conditions 
improved so the heather and gorse can 
spread, this could be an exciting area in 
the future.”

It is very encouraging to have such positive 
feedback.

Lindsay Griffin

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.
The 40th Anniversary of the formation of 

our Evening Institute was celebrated in 

July with drink and cake and a decorated 

coaster to take home as a memento. 

Then in August we headed up to 
Banbury to visit Broughton Castle, a 
fortified and moated manor house. 

Sylvia Lee had organised this trip and it was 
a delightful afternoon. We had an excellent 
guided tour, including going out onto the 
roof, and the history of the property and 
the family who live there was described 
very well by our guide. There was time 
for a quick look at the gardens before we 
enjoyed a very good cream tea in the Castle 
Tearoom.   
Our October Annual Meeting will be a 

signal that another year has passed and 
it will be time to review our activities and 
events. This meeting is on Monday 21st and 
on Saturday 19 October our Quiz Night will 
be taking place in St Leonards Parish Hall. 
To join us for this event please contact Carol 
Henry on 758435.  
Into November, our meeting on Monday 

18th is a return visit by Andrew Waite 
who previously came and told us about 
gemstones. This time the title is “All that 
glistens...”.  Come and join us to find out 
more, 8pm in St Leonards Parish Hall. 
Visitors will be welcomed. 

Shirley Blomfield (758314)

NEIgHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

The Neighbourhood 
Watch Network have 
been holding seminars 

this summer which included 
looking at the future of 
Neighbourhood Watch. The focus is always 
on reducing crime, which can be achieved 
by being more connected and active within 
our communities and three “behaviours” 
have been identified to define what 
Neighbourhood Watch does. These are: 
Know Your Neighbour, Be Neighbourly and 
Be Active in Your Community. 

There have been incidents of burglary 
and theft recently - please be aware of any 
unusual activity in the area where you live, 
take note of vehicle registration numbers 
and report to the police if you have 
concerns.   
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HAWRIDgE & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB

Saturday League 
team
The Mid Bucks 
League fixtures 
have now been 
completed. The 
team struggled 
all season, partly 
due to player 
availability, and 
never managed 
to escape from the bottom two places, 
eventually finishing 9th and suffering 
relegation to Division 2. 

With all players available, we are 
a match for anyone in our division, 
as evidenced by the fine win against 
Wendover and two close defeats to the 
league winners, Waddesdon, and by just 
one run away to Cadmore End. The crucial 
match, though, was at home to Lacey 
Green, who finished one place above us. 
A narrow defeat by 2 wickets meant that, 
barring miracles, we were unlikely to catch 
them in the last two games. 
Our final record was 3 wins, 12 defeats 

and 1 match scratched, with 2 games lost 
to the weather. Many points were also lost 
due to our lack of a regular scorer, who 
would earn us 3 points per match - so if 
anybody would like to take on the role next 
season, please get in contact. Enthusiastic 
youngsters could earn £10 per match in 
addition to a free tea. Scoring can now be 
done electronically using an app, which 
also enables us to publish live scores on our 
website!

Sunday friendly team
The season for the Sunday team continues 
until the end of September. We have had 

a mixed season so far, with some excellent 
wins interspersed with disappointing 
defeats. Unfortunately, a number of games 
have had to be called off, in some cases due 
to the opposition pulling out at the last 
minute, but also due to our inability to field 
a full team. This is not only disappointing 
for those players who were available and 
were left without a game, but is also deeply 
frustrating for the ground staff, who put in 
a tremendous amount of effort to prepare 
a pitch, only to see it wasted. 
One fixture where we seem to have no 
difficulty fielding a team is in the grounds 
of Windsor Castle against the Royal 
Household. We gave them more of a game 
this season than last, but still succumbed 
to a 58-run defeat. Our reply to their 222-4 
started well, with Matt St. John hitting 40, 
but a clatter of wickets meant that we were 
bowled out for 164, with only a defiant 
77 from Ben Drane enabling us to reach 
respectability. Nevertheless, a good day was 
had by all the players and supporters.

President’s Day
The format for President’s Day this year 
comprised two matches against Long 
Marston: the first an under-15 game 
and the second a senior match, with the 

overall result determined by adding the 
scores together. As it turned out, we were 
victorious in both games, but the result was 
really incidental to a very enjoyable day 
which culminated in a packed bar watching 
England win the cricket World Cup in a 
tremendous atmosphere. 

Colts
The Family Fun Day and colts end of season 
awards are due to be held on Saturday 14 
September and will be reported on in the 
next edition of Hilltop News.

Other events
The club held a family cricket day on 
August Bank Holiday for club members 
of all ages, families and friends. The 
gorgeous weather helped make this into 
a real success, with sufficient players for 
a 13-a-side match. The bar and barbeque 
were kept busy throughout the afternoon. 
This is definitely something to make into a 

Team vs. Royal Household. Back row left to right: Steve Drane, Ian Hames, James Elliott, Matt St. 
John, Ben Drane, Lincoln Rupesinghe. Front row left to right: Harry Sargent, Sam Hames, Luke 
Hames, Ciaran Delaney, Harri Doyle

Neil Jones and Phil Wright enjoying the Bank 
Holiday Fun Day

regular event. Many thanks to Phil Wright 
for organising it.

For news, match reports, photos and more, 
see our new website (hawridgecholesbury.
play-cricket.com) and our Facebook page.

Steve Drane 
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You don’t have to be a football fan to be 

moved by the saga of Bury FC, kicked out 

of the Football League after 134 years’ 

existence. One of the world’s oldest 

football clubs, formed by the merger of 

two of the town’s church teams, Bury won 

the FA Cup in 1900 and 1903 (by a record 

6-0 margin). Not just the team’s supporters 

felt the blow, but the whole local 

community. A huge part of their history 

and identity has been ripped from them – 

all through financial mismanagement.

I bring this up in Hilltop News because 
Bury FC share something with Hawridge 
& Cholesbury Cricket Club. Both clubs 

were formed in 1885. Though H&C is much 
smaller, the club has meant much to many 
people over the years and to lose it would 
be unthinkable. The hard work, dedication 
and generosity (notably from the Matthews 
family) has kept the club running and, 
thankfully, free of major financial worries.

The only concern today about the future 
of our club is shortage of senior playing 
members. Without players, of course, there 
can be no cricket club. Happily, the Colts 
section is thriving. But come adulthood, 
most players can’t find the time to devote 
an afternoon to playing cricket.
After such a wonderful cricket season 

nationally, with England winning the World 
Cup and another thrilling Ashes series, what 
more encouragement can there be? H&CCC 
offers a friendly welcome to players of all 
ages and abilities, plus first-rate facilities. 
Are you a player in waiting?

Graham Lincoln

Sports clubs: vital 
community assets

DID YOU KNOW?
 In the 1920s, Buckland Common had its 
own cricket team to rival Hawidge & 
Cholesbury, so playing resources were 
stretched then!

 In the 1950s, the Hilltops parish was 
buzzing with sporting activity, with two 
cricket clubs, two football clubs, a tennis 
club and a bowls club.
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This year the Fete took place in 

exceptionally high temperatures and at 

Heathrow a new record Bank Holiday 

high of 33C was set. Extreme conditions 

but the Show must go on; stall holders 

and Bandsmen need protection; visitors 

expect shelter. So, we embarked on 

an unparalleled programme of gazebo 

erection.

Stewart Pearce had suggested that we 
start on Sunday night and, with more than 
15 volunteers, this gave us valuable extra 
time. The Churches’ Fete Committee owns 
a very fine eight post marquee, bought 
from Bellingdon a few years ago, and 
this was put up to provide shelter for the 
Ellesborough Band. Next day their drummer 
excelled with a solo so he must have stayed 
cool! A second big tent, from Bourne End, 
made a home for the Books and Linda 
Rogers’ team had sales of £214.
A third tent was designated for Bric-a-

Brac but was too small. It has green and 
white stripes reminiscent of an Olde English 
Cake Shoppe and just right for Doreen and 
John Cooper who sold £279 of homemade 
cakes. But what of a tent for Bric-a-Brac? 
George Humphreys stepped forward with 
his own magnificent awning providing a 
splendid emporium for Sue Fletcher’s team. 
A carpet was put down for children and 
sales reached £496.

Monday morning and the Pimms Tent 
borrowed from Wigginton Vicarage was 
erected to allow Guy Williams to serve 
drinks in comfort. This is a bright red colour 
and, at the other end of the site in the 
Plants stall, Brigid Farmer had her own 
similarly coloured gazebo that matched her 

Give me shelter!
flowering penstemons – all of which were 
sold and contributed to the £322 total. Two 
bright gazebos from St Leonards housed 
the grand Draw for Andrew and Maggie 
Carruthers, who raised £754 thanks to 
generous prizes from many donors.
Philly and Rusty Lodge brought their big 

marquee that was ideal for shelter. It was 
put up near the Pimms stall and packed 
with visitors drinking, eating cake, reading 
books, listening to the Band and keeping 
cool. Roger Worthington arrived with his 
usual two gazebos including one for Angela 
Lincoln who sold an amazing £388 of Ice 
Creams.

 Janet and Peter Hopkinson also brought 
two gazebos including one to shelter a busy 
Rebecca Walton and Hannah Pearce on the 
Bottle Tombola. The other tent gave Carol 
Bird relief from the heat as she ran her well 
stocked Tombola. Elizabeth Tomlin had the 
luxury of the Coms Pres big tent for her Pick 
a Bottle and we are grateful to her for her 
First Aid duties.
A mysterious new stall appeared offering 

advice on the health of the skin on your 
face. A candidate puts their head under a 
cover looking like an old-fashioned camera 

and the face is illuminated by different 
lights and photographed. Jeanette 
Forcagova was able to interpret the images 
and advise on healthy options. Eat your 
heart out Champneys! This was our first 
ever stall requiring Wifi.
Our top earning activity was, as usual, 

the Teas with those lovely cakes from many 
donors. In the comparative cool of the 
crowded Village Hall, Rosemary Pearce and 
her team worked to raise £791. There were 
many other stalls although Linda Stacey 
wisely cancelled Dog Temptation due to the 
high temperatures.

Many people contributed to the Fete 
and we are most grateful. The gross takings 
from the Fete were £5,358 and a big thank 
you to many volunteers who made Tent City 
into a great success. 

John Farmer
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How does one get a sheep to walk briskly 

on a halter then stand still with all four 

legs in the correct position for several 

minutes while the judge wanders up and 

down the row of contestants? I still don’t 

know the answer but somehow it worked 

at the Bucks County Show on 29 August.

The sheep and cattle competitions 
are one of the highlights of the 
show. By 9am rows of wooden pens 

were filled with sheep of all shapes and 
sizes, ranging from the giant Beltex to the 
diminutive Manx Loaghtan. Exhibitors in 
clean white coats applied the finishing 
touches to fleece, hooves and horns. Our 
small Portland sheep were competing in the 

classes for rare-breed sheep as designated 
by the Rare Breeds Survival Trust. They were 
up against much larger rare-breeds such as 
Norfolk Horns and Lincolnshire Longwools. 
Although we have been showing our 

Portlands for several years and have 
had some success at other events with 
separate classes for Portlands, we rarely 
win anything in mixed classes containing 
bigger sheep because the judge is usually 
interested in muscle development and 
weight rather the finer points of colour and 
wool. We had excellent assistants in Lottie 
and Oscar Cadman, but our ewes and lambs 
got through their classes without winning 
anything. However, in addition to size, it 
also appeared that the judge was looking 
for sheep that stood well. 

Bucks County Show
First prize; what a surprise!

Lottie and Oscar with champion ram Ned and Betty the ewe

The last class was for rams. This was 
the third show of the summer for our 
ram, commonly known as “Ned”. Back 
in June the judge was unhappy with his 
teeth because one of his adult teeth was 
coming through at an angle. It had since 
straightened up. Then in July another judge 
had commented that he was not standing 
properly on his back feet. I had re-trimmed 
his feet to try to correct this. 
I was confident that Ned had the biggest 

horns in the class but I did not know what 
to expect. I was therefore happy when 
the judge indicated I should move Ned to 
stand in second place in the line-up, next 
to a Norfolk Horn in first spot. Then, just 
before the judge awarded the rosettes, the 
Norfolk Horn moved. The judge promptly 
switched our positions and awarded first 
prize to Ned!

WINE TASTING ExpErIENcE
Sample a variety of wines specially selected  
by Rev. Michael Eggleton
(Affiliated Tutor at the Wine & Spirit Education Trust)

FrIDAY 6 December 8-10pm
cHOLESBUrY VILLAGE HALL
Tickets £15 in advance from  
Anne Johnson 01296 625171 (eve)  
or email ajjohnson50@msn.com  
All proceeds to the Village Hall

Not only did we receive a shiny red 
rosette, but we also went through to the 
next round of the rare-breed championship 
against the winners of each of the other 
rare-breed classes. Ned walked briskly when 
asked to walk and stood still in the line 
while the judge deliberated, prodded and 
poked. A moment’s hesitation, then “Yes”, 
Ned was the rare-breed champion!

Stephen Tricks
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Ted Brown
1936 - 2019

Edward Albert Job Brown was born in 

Melksham, Wiltshire on 22 February 1936 

where his father was a giant tyre inspector 

for Avon Tyres. He was the youngest of 

three children.   

Before leaving school he used to 
help on a milk round both early in 
the morning and then again in the 

afternoon. When he left school at 15 he 
extended this job to work full time for six 
months riding his bike with a basket and 
delivering the milk to the houses while the 
milk truck stayed on the road!
He went to Lackham Agricultural College 

and worked on a farm near Chilmark to 
get some experience, attending college 
then going back to the farm in the evening. 
In 1956, aged 20, he went to St Clair in 
America on an exchange programme run by 
the NFU and the US Farm Bureau.

Ted worked on various farms before 
he ended up at Buckland Common where 
Doreen Baldwin’s brother worked and that 
is how he met his future wife. In 1962 he 
had a house provided with his arable job at 
Wick Farm, Wigginton and he moved into 
it in 1963. He married Doreen in 1968 and 
they lived in the farmhouse until the farm 
was sold in 1998.

Ted was a tractor driver at Wick Farm for 
35 years - the majority of his working life -  
driving the combine and bringing home the 
harvest, ploughing, drilling and planting, 
and enjoying working outside. Ted loved 
feeding and watching the foxes, badgers 
and birds that he encouraged into his 
garden. His garden was a riot of colour with 
dahlias, roses, begonias and carnations, to 
name but a few. 
Ted and Doreen moved finally in 2003 

into what had been Doreen’s family home 
since 1936. They were a devoted couple 

who had been together since their 20s and 
married for 45 years when Doreen died in 
2013.

Following Doreen’s death Ted kept 
himself occupied and his brain active 
and he joined several clubs - short mat 
bowls, dominoes, crib, and never had a 
puzzle book and pen far from his hand. 
Ted died aged 83 on July 4th 2019. He 
and Doreen are now reunited at St Mary’s 
Church, Hawridge.

– stands for Dacorum Emergency Night 

Shelter - but shelter is by no means all this 

wonderful organisation offers…

In 1998 it became increasingly apparent 
that there were a considerable number 
of people in the Dacorum district who 

were not just without a roof over their 
heads but were in crisis – facing poverty, 
ill health and social exclusion. During the 
worst of the winters, seven churches in the 
Hemel Hempstead area took it in turns 
to provide temporary night shelter until 
in 2003 a permanent night shelter was 
opened.
By 2011 a fully comprehensive service 

which leads people from rough sleeping 
and sofa surfing to a ‘continuously 
supported pathway’ was established. This 
was followed in 2013 by ‘Equipped to 
Change’ which aims to re-establish those 
who seek help within the community, 
allowing them to find gainful employment. 
This latter project is highly successful.
But it was not until 2015 that ‘The Elms’, 

a 44-bed hostel, came into being, supported 
by the Dacorum Council. But it doesn’t stop 
there. Their ‘Day Centre’ provides a daytime 
refuge; advice, a shower, company and a 
hot meal. ‘Open Space’ (a ‘move on’ service) 
and ‘Social Enterprises’ (which generates 
income to support DENS) work while 
developing employability and contribute 
to gaining self confidence in a supportive 
environment.
BUT DENS COULD NOT FUNCTION 

WITHOUT OUR SUPPORT! In conjunction 
with the Trussell Trust, who support 

DENS
a nationwide network of foodbanks 
helping those locked in poverty as well 
as in temporary crisis, DENS is supplying 
emergency food parcels to an ever-
increasing number of people. This is not 
likely to change for the better any time 
soon.
WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT? WE CAN 

g-I-V-E! There are now Foodbanks in most 
major towns and on a smaller scale, St 
Leonards Church has a large box which is 
regularly emptied and taken directly to 
DENS by Gill Fleckney. This indicates clearly 
what is required as a priority. All dried and 
tinned food is enormously appreciated – 
and, of course, you can donate to www.
dens.org.uk 
A cause, I feel, close to home and well 

worth supporting. We’re so fortunate we 
are not recipients ourselves.

Anne Butterworth   
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When I was asked if I would like to write 

the letter for this autumn edition of Hilltop 

News, I was on holiday in France. It was 

35 degrees, the kids were in the pool and 

my wife and I were preparing lunch to eat 

on the patio. Suddenly my mind started to 

think of the beautiful colours of autumn 

and the leaves falling from the trees, 

leaving them bare and creating stunning 

landscape scenes - but I was still in the 

middle of summer!

Years ago, I dreaded autumn because 
it was the start of the cold long 
English winter. Summer was over 

and it would be a long time until the spring 
season would start with the anticipation of 
the summer season again. Now I am older 
I see the beauty of each of the seasons 
in their own merit and I have come to 
appreciate what each season has to offer 
instead of looking forward to one and 
dreading the others.
As a Christian I see our lives as lived out 

in seasons, whether that is our journey 
through life from birth to death (spring to 
winter) or when we go through a joyous 
period (summer) or a negative period 
(winter). For me, believing that God has His 
hand on my life, I also understand that He 
is with me during these different periods.

Thinking of life as seasons also brings 
us hope because, after winter, we know 
that there will always be spring and 
then summer. This has helped me greatly 
because there will also be times of winter in 

our lives, and some of them can be longer 
than others, but they will pass and things 
will be better. But it helps us to get through 
and appreciate that in those times as well, 
as hard as it is to see sometimes, there is 
something beautiful in there.
Life will never be full of summers. In 

life, like God’s creation, we travel through 
different seasons. The beauty in all of this 
is knowing and understanding that God 
is there in all of our life from our birth 
(spring) to our death (winter), in the joys 
(summer) and the tragedies (winter). He 
is not only there, He actually experienced 
them Himself when He lived on earth 2000 
years ago. What a comfort it is to know 
that Jesus experienced what we experience 
every day. God is for us, He knows us and 
He loves us, He is not a distant God but a 
God that creates life to reflect life and in 
that we know He is there.

Deiniol Heywood, Area Dean 

A change of climate
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f r o m  t h e  r e g i s t e r s
ST LEONArDS
Burial of Ashes

27 July 2019   George William Henry Cobby
Holy Baptism

4 August 2019    Charles Thomas Jack Donnell
Holy Matrimony

31 August 2019    Briony Elizabeth Ann Carter and Christopher Mark Horrocks

C h u r C h  m a t t e r s

Charles Donnell Baptism

Briony and Chris Horrocks

ChoLesBurY 

the church refers 
to the Summer 
and Autumn 

months between 
Pentecost and Advent 
as the season of 
Trinity. There are no 
great Christian festivals to celebrate but 
special services are held.  These included 
our Pets Service when Peggy reminded us 
of friendship between animals and humans. 
The service attracted dogs, who were well 
behaved. We sat outside and Elizabeth 
brought her portable keyboard. 

David White led our Patronal Service and 
had researched thoroughly what is known 
of the life of St Laurence and his popularity 
in later centuries. Laurence had wide 
appeal as is evidenced by the many church 
dedications. He was a Deacon responsible 
for helping the poor.

Dan Beesley made his first visit as our 
Interim Associate Minister and celebrated 
our Communion. In his talk he reminded us 
to be open to God’s word. Geoffrey Howell 
and Alan Davis also led services and we are 
thankful for the rich resource of retired 
vicars.
The big event of August is the Churches 

Fete that we share with Hawridge and hold 
on Cholesbury Common outside the Village 
Hall. No two Fetes are the same and we 
knew of some changes such as the two new 
stalls that were introduced. The change 
we didn’t expect was the exceptionally hot 
weather and the need to provide extra 
shelter for stall holders, bandsmen and 
guests. The Hilltops’ communications went 
into action and volunteers came forward 
with a range of tents, gazebos, marquees, 
awnings and umbrellas. The Fete received 
help from many, many people but I would 
particularly like to thank Doug Hearn and 
George Humphreys, who gave time and 
energy with transport and lifting. Theirs was 
an essential contribution. The gross income 
was £5,358 which is lower than last year but 
a great boost to church funds. There is a full 
report elsewhere in this edition of Hilltop 
News.

We hold our annual Shoebox service on 
Sunday 13 October with David Holloway 
leading us. Empty boxes for your gifts will 
be available in the church for a fortnight 
and full boxes can be left if you are unable 
to attend the service. We supply toys and 
household goods at Christmas for families in 
East Europe. These are hugely appreciated 
by families who have so little, not just at 
Christmas but all year round.

st LeoNarDs

alanah and 
Robert 
Donnell 

brought their 
baby son, Charles, 
to be Baptised on Sunday 4 August.  Dan 
lead the simple but important service as 
Charles was received into the Church during 
Communion. Surrounded by many family 
members, five godparents and friends old 
and new, Charles slept through it all! His 
Christening gown was worn originally by 
his great grandfather, also named Charles, 
at his Baptism in 1901 – and probably 
dates back as far as 1890 when used by 
his older siblings. The beautiful gown was 
made by baby Charles’ great-great-great 
grandmother, Eliza, who was seamstress to 
Florence Nightingale! The gown, petticoat 
and shawl survived yet another happy 
Donnell occasion.

On Saturday 31 August we celebrated 
the marriage of Briony Carter and Chris 
Horrocks. Ian Ogilvie took the service and 
the simplicity and directness of his message 
was echoed throughout the ceremony. 
There was a very happy and relaxed 
atmosphere and Briony wore a beautiful 

dress over-layed with cream lace and Chris 
and his Ushers wore very smart waistcoats! 
The bridal party celebrated further at 
Chiltern Forest Golf Club. We wish them 
both much happiness in their life together.

The next Breakfast is on Sunday 27 
October – 9 for 9.30am in Church. It will be 
a slightly different service as Dan is going 
to Christen Hannah Pearce’s little daughter, 
Bee, during our short time in church. 
Hannah liked the informality and sense of 
Community of the service, so do join with 
us. The November service is on Sunday 
24th. No-one has ever been turned away as 
a result of no food; the bacon baps multiply 
very happily! 

….so do the scones and cakes at the 
Tea Parties! It was lovely to see one or two 
new faces last time and we would really 
enjoy to see more of you. So do try and 
bring someone along who might enjoy a 
little company for a short while. We meet 
next on Wednesday 23 October and again 
on Wednesday 27 November. The nights 
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aquiet summer 
at St Mary’s 
but we are 

absolutely delighted 
that the problems we 
experienced in early Summer regarding the 
mowing of the Churchyard are now behind 
us and it is back to looking at its best once 
again. We are asking please that those of 
you who visit the churchyard would be 
kind enough to take any packaging/spent 
flowers home with you as we no longer 
have the capacity to deal with rubbish 
disposal ourselves.

The Churches Fete is the big fundraiser 
for St Mary’s and this year Sylvia kindly 
stepped forward to represent Hawridge 
at the planning meetings. Our band of 
stalwart helpers include not only Sylvia with 

her ‘balls in the bucket’, but also Joan and 
Margaret with their gift stall, Elizabeth on 
the pick-a-bottle and Carol Bird with her 
tombola, plus lots of help on the ground 
and in the heat of the kitchen! It was a very, 
very hot day and everyone did remarkably 
well to get their stalls up and running, man 
them throughout the afternoon and have 
the energy to pack everything away again. 
Thank you to everyone who helped - it is 
a huge ‘team effort’ and only viable with 
people stepping forward to offer their time 
and help.

Looking forward, we have our Harvest 
Festival on Sunday 6 October at 9.30am – 
shared with Cholesbury – this is always a 
really good reason to come to Church even 
if it isn’t your ‘normal’ Sunday morning 
habit.  Living in the Hilltops you are never 
far away from a rippling field of wheat or 
aromatic oil seed rape and of course we 
share our roads with tractors year-round 
and the magnificent combine harvesters 
during the summer. Tractors and combines 
could be heard late into the night and the 
early hours of the morning as the harvest is 
gathered in for us all to enjoy. The harvest 
is undoubtedly worthy of our thanks and 
celebration. 

Following the service the donated 
harvest produce will be taken to Cholesbury 
Village Hall where we will play host this 
year for the Harvest Supper. Tickets are 
a very reasonable: £7.50 for adults and 
£5 for under 8s and for this you get a 
two-course meal and the chance to raise 
money for charity bidding on the harvest 
produce auction lots. Bring your own drink 
and enjoy a proper ‘village event’ - please 
phone 757059 for tickets. You do need to 
book!

LITTLE BEARS
An army of dedicated parents, 

grandparents and friends have helped pull 

off a top award for Little Bears Pre-School 

at this year’s Schools of Chesham Carnival. 

The prestigious Community Award 
was presented to the St Leonards 
pre-school for their sterling efforts 

in designing and decorating a Disneyland 
themed float. Balloons adorned the trailer 
which was very kindly loaned to Little Bears 
by Chesham company, Browns Agricultural. 
A princess castle was centre-stage, around 
which the children of Little Bears waved 
enthusiastically to the cheering crowds. 
There were princesses, Woody from Toy 

Story and Minnie Mouse, to name a few of 
the characters the children dressed up as.

Weeks of furious painting and 
decorating all helped achieve a fantastic 
first ever win and highlight the community 
spirit of the pre-school. 

The shield has been proudly on display at 
St Leonards Parish Hall, the home of Little 
Bears, before being taken home in turn by 
the children and their families.
Rounding off the summer term,  

Little Bears visited Bekonscot Model  
Village at Beaconsfield for a special outing. 
Never failing to enchant all ages, children, 
their parents and staff wandered around 
the village before being treated to a  
special snack and a final ride on the  
miniature railway.

will be drawing in so let either Anne Lake 
(01296 620169) or Anne Butterworth 
(758700) know if you would like a lift. We’d 
love to see you!

The Church Room has been re-decorated! 
Thanks to Doug Hearn – recommended 
by Stuart Pearce - to whom we are truly 
grateful: we are once again in pristine 
condition. The Room has not been painted 
since it was built in 2005 when a number 
of us, with paint dripping down our hands 
and arms (how do professionals avoid that 
because obviously they do?) took on the job 
of decorating. We did our best but in no 
way does it match Doug’s finished article! I 
suppose as it’s fifteen years on we shouldn’t 
be too hard on ourselves. 
On Sunday 10 November at 10.30am 

we are holding our three-Churches 
Remembrance Service. The format will be 
similar to last year and once again we have 
the pleasure, and indeed support, of the 
Hilltops Community Choir, who are taking 
part in the service.
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Since there is nothing new to report on the 

Old Swan, the Bull or the rose and Crown, 

this article will focus on the three pubs 

where lots of good things are happening. 

Having said this, we are still hoping for 

the eventual completion of the children’s 

nursery building beside the Bull and the 

promised subsequent refurbishment of the 

pub as a trading bar and restaurant.

Live England Rugby World Cup matches 
will be shown from Japan in the 
Full Moon on the mornings of 5th 

and 12th October.  If you want to have 
a breakfast/brunch, advance booking is 
essential.

Their Christmas menu is now available, 
and bookings are already being taken. 
We are reminded that the function room 
is always available to book for groups of 
up to 30. A Christmas Craft Fayre will be 
held in the paddock on 1st December. It 
will feature local craft items for sale with 
present-giving in mind and Christmas 
decoration-making for the children.

Bonfire Night will be celebrated on 9 
November with a firepit, barbeque and a 
fancy-dress event for children. A special 
food event will be a seasonal game tasting 
evening on 23 November for which pre-
booking is required, so the amount of game 
to be provided can be established. With the 
changing season, Sunday roast lunches have 
returned. An Alpine dining evening is also 
in the works.

Music evenings continue with the covers 
band, ‘The Numbers’, playing a local charity 
benefit for ‘Peppers’ on 5 October. On 
21 December, we can sing along with the 
‘Cockney Sparrows’ featuring old music hall 
standards sprinkled with some humour and 
storytelling.

Live England 
Rugby World Cup 
matches will be 
shown from Japan in 
the mornings of 5th 
and 12th October in 
both the restaurant 
and the Barn at the 
Black Horse Inn. If 
you want to have a 
free breakfast bap, advance booking is 
necessary.
Thirsty Thursday and Tuesday Pub Quiz 

nights continue on a regular basis. Since 
the restaurant menu now contains plenty 
of vegan options, the Vegan Nights have 
been reduced to quarterly with the next 
one coming on 11 December. ‘Andrzejki’, 
the fourth annual Polish dinner night with 
some raucous vodka tasting, will be held 
on 30 November for folks holding tickets, 
which can be bought in advance in the pub. 
A Christmas menu is now available and 
bookings are being taken.

Fund raising to purchase a community 
defibrillator is nearing its goal. The final 
push will be on a Defib fundraiser night 
with a music quiz and curry dinner on 
Friday 18 October.

Bonfire night will be celebrated on 
2 November. It will be animal-friendly 

Autumn Pub News
without any bangs being let off. Lego Ben 
will return during half term on 31 October 
from 3-5pm. Kids will eat free all day so 
long as adult meals are purchased.

By the time you see this report, work 
will have begun in earnest at the White 
Lion to extend the trading area and to 
restore the structure. The scaffold sheeting 
has been renewed and the Site support 
infrastructure should be in place. The 
plan is to complete the works in 32 weeks 
from 23 September, allowing for a winter 
shutdown at year end. By my reckoning, 
this means the contractors should finish by 
8 May 2020. Further time will be required 
to resurrect the garden and fit out the 
public areas. When you see Mandy, give 
her a cheer and thanks for persevering in 
the face of ridiculously excessive planning 
interventions.

Bill Ingram
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In my experience one of the most 
fascinating groups are the wood ants 
that create nests of neatly incised, 

thatched mounds of twigs, pine needles, 
moss and grass. Large colonies can comprise 
over 250,000 individuals. Wood ants are 
described as a ‘keystone species’ as they 
play a critical role in sustaining the local 
ecosystem. They have a prime influence 
over the survival and success of other plants 
and animals.    

Firstly, tree growth is affected by aphids 
living in the tree canopy. Ants ‘milk’ the 
honeydew they produce, which amounts 
to 90% of their diet. As with all good 
farmers, they protect their livestock from 
predators, hunting for other invertebrates 
that may prey on aphids such as caterpillars, 
beetles and other ants. Because wood ant 
colonies provide this natural means of pest 
control in plantations, they are encouraged 
by those who manage the woodland. 
Secondly, as the detritus from food waste 
and dead ants in the nest breaks down, 
nutrients are released to fertilise the soil. 
Next, ants are a valuable source of protein 
for foxes, badgers and birds, such as the 
green woodpecker. Finally, as part of their 
foraging activities, ants distribute plant 
seeds.
If you have ever disturbed an ants’ nest 

you will not have long to wait for the 
acerbic smell of formic acid to be released 
when the ants wave their ‘gasters’ in the 
air. They can project it twelve times their 

HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

Ants in your pants

own body length! The robin, jay, blackbird 
and green woodpecker are four of over 200 
species of birds reported to either ‘bathe’ 
on an ants’ nest or carefully pick up an ant 
in its beak and, as formic acid is ejected, 
direct the abdomen towards their wing or 
body feathers. Either way, it is presumed 
that the formic acid aerosol provides 
the birds with a method of removing or 
repelling parasites such as lice and mites.

The wood ant mounds also provide a 
habitat for unique species of invertebrates 
not found elsewhere. Surprisingly, another 
ant, which goes by the name of the guest 
ant (much smaller than the wood ant) 
excavates its own nest inside the wood ant 
mound and when the wood ants move to 
a new site it ‘packs its bags’ and follows 
along. 

Then there’s a leaf beetle, known by its 
Latin name, Clytra, which rests on a branch 
above the wood ant mound and drops its 
eggs onto the nest. The larvae of the beetle 
crawl over the surface foraging for scraps 
left by the ant. You may be familiar with 
the cockchafer, or ‘May Bug’ which bumble 
into outside lights at night in late Spring. 
The larvae of a relative, the rose chafer, are 
often found in wood ant nests, where they 
may remain for up to three years. The adult 
has striking metallic green wing cases, and 
feeds on garden flowers. 

Like the guest ant, there is a singular 
woodlouse, with no eyes, which lives in 
complete darkness in the rubbish dumps 

of the ant nest, feeding off droppings and 
waste detritus.  

But there are examples of insects that 
invade and are undetected by the normally 
diligent soldier ants that guard the internal 
passages. Rove beetles are aggressive 
carnivores and this species devour the 
ants’ brood larvae. To avoid detection, the 
beetles secrete a sweet chemical which ants 
also cannot resist. By distracting the ants 
the beetles can feed unmolested.

We humans might argue that we are the 
most powerful organisms 
on the planet. True, we 
are the only species 
capable of causing 
our own extinction, 
and are working 
damn hard to 
achieve this as 
well as extinguishing many other species 
in the process. However, this perceived 
human superiority is far from unassailable. 
There may be over 7.7 billion (10 with 9 
zeros) humans on the planet but there are 
10 quintillion (10 with 15 zeros) insects. 
Looking at it another way, for every human 
in the UK there are on average 17 million 
flies. So insects, in comparison, could be 
considered indestructible. 
In many cases there are close historical 

associations between insects and humans 
which, from time to time, have posed 
a serious threat to our species’ survival. 
Worldwide, insects are the most common 
carrier, or unwitting host of single-cell 
microorganisms, bacteria and sometimes 
viruses. Such organisms carried by insects 
are the main cause of deaths in epidemic 
proportions. Plagues (bubonic, septicemic 
or pneumonic) have been responsible 
for most of the regional and worldwide 
epidemics that have wiped out millions, 
probably billions, of humans. The Black 
Death, which swept from China across 
Europe, arriving in England in 1348, 
eventually accounted for between 40-60% 

I guess many of us have, at some time or other, found out too late that they are sitting on an 

ants’ nest. Within the UK there are around 60 species of ant. Their social nature has provided 

plenty of opportunities to draw contrasts, both positive and negative, with human civilisations. 

of the English population, some 3.5 to 4 
million people. 

Fleas feed off the blood of their hosts 
and over millennia different species have 
formed bespoke relationships with a 
particular animal host, including several 
with humans. Today, we generally take 
strenuous steps to keep infestation by fleas 
at bay but in earlier times the association of 
fleas with humans might have been at least 
tolerated if not always welcomed. Today, 
we know the bacteria that lurks inside the 

flea rightly gets 
the blame for 
the cause of 
the epidemics. 

However, 
without the 
involvement of 
the flea, and not 

any old humble rat 
flea, but the oriental rat 

flea, bacteria would not have been able to 
wreak havoc on the scale it did. Back in the 
14th century the cause of the plague would 
have remained a mystery. 
It is not just the flea that enjoys its 

association with humans. Other pests 
such as lice, ticks, mites, cockroaches and 
mosquitoes and many others all have 
adapted to live and benefit from a close 
association with us. Meanwhile, we have 
also formed equally close relationships with 
animals that provide both us and them with 
mutual benefits, like cats, dogs and horses. 
In common with the wood ant, we 

humans also evolved to live in complex, 
social communities and so it is perhaps not 
a surprise that, similarly, both ants and we 
have, for good or evil, highly developed 
and sophisticated inter-relationships with 
other animals. Something to think about 
when you next sit on an ants’ nest and find 
yourself unintentionally interacting closely 
with them!

Chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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Mike Wallis gives us another story from his 

childhood days (circa 1959/60). This time he 

visits the bright lights of Chesham…

Saturday mornings when I was a kid 
meant a bus journey on the old single 
decker Trojan bus from Hivings Hill 

to Chesham Broadway, then a short walk 
down the high street to the Embassy 
cinema.

We used to queue up the steps, to be 
frisked for bicycle pumps, elastic bands 
(to use as a catapult!) and any other 
form of projectile launcher! We would be 
herded into the lower stalls (we wouldn’t 
be allowed into the upper circle in case 
someone fell over the edge (Heaven 
forbid!) and then the usher would stalk 
around threatening hell and damnation 
if we didn’t sit down and behave! Then 
the most dreadful cartoons and serials 
would be played. I remember the rut worn 
through the carpet in the aisles at the end 
of the poor old cinema’s life!

The other thing that we all loved was if 
Jenny Lee, the local MP, would be shopping 
when we got to town. This one morning 
we spied her Bristol car parked outside 
Cox’s the Saddlers. It was on the pavement, 
nearly touching the window! We ran over 
as she emerged from Mr Cox’s amazing 
emporium! I loved that shop. It was 
knee deep in saddles, bridles and driving 
harnesses.
I bought my first air pistol from Mr Cox. 

He allowed me to pay for it weekly. It was 
left in the window with a label marked 

Saturday flicks  
and the Lady MP

SOLD on it! He would write on the back of 
the label the amount I had paid, then put 
it back in the window. My Webley Premier 
cost the princely sum of £12! It took nearly 
a year to pay for it. The amount of papers 
I delivered, lawns I mowed, and cars I 
washed was eyewatering! Dear Old Mr Cox 
gave me a new tin of 500 pellets when I 
finally paid for it. I still have the gun.

Well, this particular Saturday morning, 
Jenny Lee came out of the shop with an 
arm full of parcels, so we all rushed over to 
carry them for her. Whoever got the parcels 
and put them in the Bristol would get 
half a crown! This week, one of the local 
bobbies had decided that Mrs Lee should 
be brought to book and be given a parking 
ticket! He propped his bike against the 
shop window, which didn’t go down well 
with the master saddler! Then, taking out 
his notebook, he proceeded to ask for her 
name.

“Jenny Lee, MP” she laughed. The police 
officer got rather huffy at her light-hearted 
attitude to his stern approach. But when she 
just said, “Just put it in the glovebox!” he 
opened it, and a cascade of parking tickets 
fell on the passenger side floor. “Madam! 
You don’t seem to be taking this seriously! 
There must be twenty or thirty parking 
tickets there!” Her reply was a classic! She 
turned to him and said, “Don’t worry my 
man! My husband settles them all at the 
end of every month!” With that, she gave 
me my half-crown, patted me on the head 
and jumped into her car and drove off!

They don’t make characters like that 
anymore.

I used to hang around with uncle 
Harry, the manager at Dewhurst’s the 
butchers, which is now the health food 
shop, opposite Darvell’s the bakers, until 
my Dad would come down at lunchtime 
to get his magazines, my comic and half a 
pound of salted peanuts, bought hot from 
Woolworth’s.

His old motor bike and sidecar would be 
parked in East street. Dad had removed the 
sidecar and replaced it with a wooden box 
to put all his tools in for work (nicknamed 
The Flying Coffin!). I used to sit on top of 
the plumbing tools and hang on for grim 
life all the way home! No seat! No seat 
belt! No sides on the box!

My God! Health and Safety and the 
Police would have had a field day!

Mike Wallis
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Good Neighbours Group
Is your Broadband still unreliable?
Since 2016, over 90% of the homes in the 
Cholesbury Exchange area have been able 
to benefit from an improved broadband 
service, both in terms of speed and 
reliability. In March this year Coppice Farm 
Park, which is on the Wendover Exchange 
and missed out in 2016, was also upgraded 
to Superfast Broadband, bringing another 
60 homes onboard. 
I know there are so many who 

have benefited from these two service 
improvements. However, I am still having 
conversations with villagers who say their 
broadband service is as bad as ever. Further 
discussion often reveals that, despite 
usually knowing about the availability of an 
improved service, no action has been taken 
by them to sign up to the upgraded service, 
thinking the upgrade was automatically 
applied. This upgrade does not happen 
unless you first re-contract for the Superfast 
Broadband service. To resolve this, speak 
to your phone/broadband provider, or 
find a new supplier who offers Superfast 
Broadband. An additional benefit is that 
often Superfast Broadband is actually 
cheaper per month than the old service, 
especially if you haggle a bit!
In a few cases, where the new service has 

been requested and provided, the quality 
of the broadband is unsatisfactory. In 
these cases there are two possible common 
causes. Either the overhead copper or 
aluminium wire somewhere between the 
roadside box and your home is faulty, 
corroded, nibbled by squirrels etc, or there 
is old wiring in the house interfering with 
the broadband ‘signal’.  In the first case 
you need to speak to your broadband 
provider and insist they arrange for a ‘line 
inspection’ by Openreach. NB. In the second 
case, Openreach will usually charge for 

work if the fault is found to be inside your 
house, so if you have old wiring inside, an 
alternative might be first to seek a local 
person with expertise to check and try and 
resolve this. There are also some friendly 
ex-telecom engineers locally. 
If you live in The Vale and are connected 

to the Chesham Exchange, and so have 
missed out on the upgrades so far, you 
may have noticed Openreach are currently 
installing fibre cabling nearby. So, fingers-
crossed, hopefully the Superfast Broadband 
service will also be available to most homes 
in this locality by year end or soon after.

Do contact me if I can help.

Pub Lunch Club
We have recently had some new faces join 
us at the Pub Lunch Club and we would 
welcome more local people who would like 
to come along. 

The Club meets up on the second 
Wednesday of each month at the Full Moon 
to enjoy excellent food and a chance of a 
chat in the convivial surroundings. This is 
an opportunity to get to know some new 
faces, whether you are new to the villages 
or if you are just around during the middle 
of the day and just fancy a break and a chat 
over a meal. It also provides an opportunity 
for those who might otherwise not find 
it easy to get to local social events, so if a 
lift is needed there and back this can be 
arranged.

The lunches, comprising main course, 
dessert, tea or coffee, take place on the 
second Wednesday of each month and cost 
£14. The next few lunches are on 9 October, 
13 November and 11 December. Bookings 
are made a week in advance by calling the 
number below.

Chris Brown 758890  
or email: goodneighbours@cholesbury.com
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CurvaCeous Cook

Fish Tacos
Until pregnant with their first son, when she craved meat, and beef in particular, my daughter in law was a 
pescatarian of many years standing. My son does all the cooking in their household, and this is one of her 
favourite suppers that he invented for her. Having recently stayed with them to meet their newborn, I was 

very happy to enjoy this, and hope you do too.

Ingredients (for two people):

Small corn tortillas - available from most supermarkets.  
The corn tortillas have a better flavour than the wheat ones.

Chunky white fish such as cod or pollock loin

1/2 Lime

For the simple Guacamole:

Juice of 1 Lime

Flesh of Two avocados

Tablespoon of mayonnaise

Salt to taste

For the simple salsa:

Ripe tomatoes, I like a combination of cherry and baby plum (softened slightly - do not keep in the fridge). 
Chopped into chunks to your taste.

1 banana shallot chopped finely

Handful of chopped coriander

Half a chilli - chopped finely

Salt to taste, sugar if required

1.   Wrap the fish in tin foil, squeeze in the lime juice and a bit of seasoning and cook  
depending on the type and size of fish. It should be flaky chunks.

2. The salsa can be prepared ahead of time and kept sealed. I would not refrigerate.  
Chop the ingredients as described and mix. Please use a chilli that best suits your taste but anything too 

spicy may overpower the fish. The sugar will help mascerate the tomatoes slightly if they are a bit hard and 
also help if you have slightly acidic tomatoes. I always add a touch of sugar to tomatoes  

as it really does help to bring out their flavour.

3. The guacamole should be prepared just before you are ready. De seed/pit the avocados and scrape out 
the flesh. Ideally use a pestle and mortar to mash to your preferred consistency - I prefer to have some 
chunky bits and some very smooth bits. Put into a bowl and add the lime juice, mayonnaise and salt.

4. Finally when you are ready to serve and the fish is cooked, put the tortillas in a dry pan on a high heat to 
put a little bit of colour on them, take them off (it helps to have someone else to assemble as the tortillas 

are done), spread the guacamole on the bottom, add the flaked fish and sprinkle the salsa on top - be 
careful to not put lots of the residual tomato juice on the tacos as they will go soggy.

5. Fold them over and enjoy.

Lulu stephen: bellindonm@hotmail.com

V V V
100 Club 
winners 

Cholesbury Village Hall

August 2019
£25 Rebecca Walton, Cholesbury
£15 Hayley Lewis, Cholesbury

September 2019
£50 Rosemary Bierum, Northchurch,  
£25 John Cooper, Hawridge, 
£15 Chris Day, Chesham

For membership, please contact  
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email  
brigid.farmer@gmail.com

St Leonards Parish Hall

September winners will  
appear in next issue.

For membership, please contact  
Richard Leat on  leatrj@yahoo.co.uk or 
01494 758784.

V V V
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Dear Diary

October 2019
4th Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

6th  Harvest Supper – Cholesbury Village Hall – 6pm

9th Pub Lunch Club – Full Moon

19th  WI Quiz Night – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

21st  WI Annual Meeting – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

23rd  Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

28th  Parish Council Meeting – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8pm

November 2019
1st Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

13th Pub Lunch Club – Full Moon

18th  WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

25th  Parish Council Meeting – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

26th  H&CCPS AgM – Cholesbury Village Hall – 7.30pm

27th  Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

30th  Art & Craft Exhibition – Cholesbury Village Hall – 10am-4pm

December 2019
6th  Local History group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

6th  Wine Tasting – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8-10pm

11th Pub Lunch Club – Full Moon
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the December/January edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or  
Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10 
November latest. Please note that photos 
sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 
pixels in size.

Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449  
grahamlnc@aol.com

Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700  
anne@churchcottage.eu

Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  
annhorn43@aol.com

Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  
info@michaelspark.com

Distribution 
Rosemary Pearce 758334

Printer 
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592  
info@strongs-printing.co.uk

Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making 
and is funded by advertising.
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