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It was typical of Anne Butterworth that, 

from her hospital bed, she asked husband 

Nick to call me to apologise for not being 

able to make her usual contribution to the 

production of this edition of Hilltop News. 

Such is Anne’s devotion to helping our 

community.

Anne need not have worried. Ann 
Horn willingly stepped in to handle 
all church matters on her behalf: 

this, on top of her regular time-consuming 
task of securing the adverts, invoicing and 
collecting the fees. 

I am lucky to work with a dedicated 
team. As well as the two Ann(e)s, Michael 
Spark adds that final piece of design flair 
when putting the pages together and 
preparing for print. Paula Angell is a much-
valued help with meticulous proof reading. 
At the final stage, Rosemary Pearce and 
her willing team of distributors ensure the 
magazine gets from the printer to your 
home with the minimum delay.

I thank the advertisers and contributors, 
without whom there would be no 
magazine. And I thank all you readers for 
your continued interest in Hilltop News and 
the many favourable comments received.

There are, no doubt, many other people 
in the Hilltop Villages with interests, 
memories and skills that would delight 
readers. Please let me know about them, 
so we can keep our parish magazine 
interesting and informative for many  
more years.

In the meantime, get well soon Anne...

Graham Lincoln

A dedicated team…

In this issue:
•  A tribute to the Hilltop Villages Choir
•  Creating something special in wood
•  Local artists display their work
•   In his Nature Notes, Chris Brown takes a 

different path
•   Our Curvaceous Cook, following the 

festive indulgence, serves up a low-calorie 
treat

… plus all the news from our churches, 
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.

Front cover

The promise of longer and warmer days 
on the horizon. Thanks to David Dennis for 
another of his captivating Hilltop photos.

Help in any form welcome to clear litter from 
our Commons! 

Interim Minister
Following on from Revd. Dan Beesley we 
are pleased to welcome Revd. Stephen 
Southgate, who will be around the Parishes 
until mid-March. Revd. Stephen may be 
contacted via churchroom@waitrose.com 
or leave a message on 01494 757048. We 
are hoping a new Permanent Vicar will 
be appointed later this year. Please read 
Church Matters for more information – and 
Revd. Stephen’s letter.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Buckinghamshire Council
Preparations are well underway to create 
the new Buckinghamshire Council that will 
be launched in April this year. The new 
council will deliver the whole range of 
local services, currently handled by the five 
councils, as a single organisation.

For most people there will be no change 
to the day-to-day services they use, like 
bin collections, social care, libraries and 
parking. Getting in touch with their local 
council will be more straightforward 
because, from 1st April, residents will only 
need to contact one council for all of these 
services.

Residents will be able to access 
information, advice and support on a range 
of topics near where they live or work 
through a network of 17 local Council 
Access Points (CAPs). These will offer a 
face-to-face contact point at the heart of 
the local community – usually in a library or 
a council office in one of the county’s main 
towns. The current council main offices 
located in Aylesbury, High Wycombe, 
Amersham and Denham will become ‘access 
plus’ points, geared up to handle more 
complex enquiries.
In addition, 16 Community Boards will 

be set up across the county to help the 
new council build strong links with local 
communities and respond to local needs 
more effectively.  
Buckinghamshire Council councillors 

will work closely with local people and 
community organisations to understand 
the key issues affecting their local area. 
Each board will be made up of local people, 
town and parish councils, community 
groups, police and healthcare organisations 
who will focus on finding solutions to local 
issues. These local issues could include 
improving facilities for young people, 
tackling social isolation of older people or 
helping to set up a community bus.
Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards continues 

Your councillors are:

Chris Brown (Chairman): 758890

Bill Ingram (Vice-Chairman): 758258

Nigel Blomfield: 758314

Diane Brackley: 01296 625081

Philip Matthews: 758205

Francis Sanger: 758767

to work closely with the shadow council on 
devolved responsibilities and community 
boards.

Bus timetables
The noticeboards will shortly be updated 
with bus timetables. To access information 
on the bus routes available through the 
villages please go to https://bustimes.org/
localities/cholesbury.
Buses run on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

from Chesham to St Leonards (149), 
Wednesdays from Chesham, through 
St Leonards and to Tring (194) and on 
Saturdays from Chesham to St Leonards 
(194)

Defibrillators
A reminder that there are defibrillators 
located at both the Cholesbury Village Hall 
and St Leonards Parish Hall. If a medical 
emergency arises, please dial 999 and the 
emergency services will be able to give you 
the code to open the defibrillator boxes.

Useful telephone numbers
Please remember to look at the Chiltern 
District website for useful contact numbers 
for council services. Their web address is 
https://www.chiltern.gov.uk/contact-us
For any other parish council query, please 
do not hesitate in contacting me. 

Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk 
07769-698652 or  
email parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

THE COUNTY COUNCIL
‘Cometh the hour 
cometh the man’. The 
country certainly got 
behind Boris and started 
the new decade in an 
optimistic mood. As we 
leave the EU however he 
needs to unite leavers 
and remainers so that we 
can continue to enjoy excellent relations 
with Europe whilst setting our own agenda 
and laws.

Early in January the proposed budget 
for the new Buckinghamshire Council was 
debated and the draft Revenue Budget 
shows net operating expenditure of £435 
million in the first year. Social services 
continue to show the highest growth in 
demand and complexity. In 2020/21 Adult 
services require an extra £9.5 million and 
Children’s £1.5 million. Whilst there are 
numerous service efficiencies, almost 
70% of our council tax is needed to look 
after our most vulnerable residents. By 
comparison the net budget for roads next 
year will be £25.5 million and I have already 
discussed our local priorities with Transport 
for Bucks.

During the winter I have been out 
regularly with the Local Area Technician, 
Joe Saunders, and talked to the Parish 
Council. Whilst a number of our roads are 
much better; such as Swan Lane, Arrewig 
Lane and Little Twye, others are now on 
the plan for resurfacing and patching and I 
will continue to monitor them for defects. 
Parrotts Lane and Broomstick Lane also 
need watching as the surfaces deteriorate.

Caring passionately about our 
wonderful environment, I am now in 
my 7th year as a Trustee of the Chiltern 
Society. Last year we cleared 42,000 

metres of pathway, installed 65 gates and 
repaired 18 stiles, all with 11,000 hours 
of volunteer help. The Chilterns Heritage 
Festival in late September was immensely 
enjoyable and attended by members and 
non-members. The society scrutinises 
development threats to the Chilterns and 
growth such as the proposed Oxford-
Cambridge Expressway (predicted 1 million 
new homes!) We organise walks and bike 
rides, and have just published ‘More Great 
Walks in the Chilterns’. If you would like to 
join us, look up chilternsociety.org.uk.

It was great to see so many of you at 
Carol services and other Christmas activities. 
I am regularly in touch with officers at 
County Hall to resolve local concerns, so do 
please let me know if I can help you.

Tricia Birchley 
County Councillor, Chiltern Ridges 
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk 
01296 651823, 0771 470 4017



6 Hilltop News Hilltop News 7

For our meeting on Friday 3 April there 
is Beer, Sausages & Marmalade on the 
menu. In the nineteenth century Oxford 
became well-known for its ‘Celebrated 
Oxford Sausages’ and for Frank Cooper’s 
‘Oxford Marmalade’. These went hand-in-
hand with the city’s growing importance as 
a tourist destination. Brewing, baking and 
the grocery trades were also expanding 
and the families which controlled these 
businesses had a powerful influence over 
Oxford’s economic, social and political 
life. This talk examines the fascinating 
relationship between food production, 
tourism and politics in the city. Our speaker, 
Liz Whooley, is an Oxford local historian 
specialising in aspects of the history of the 
‘town’ and is an experienced speaker, guide 
and writer. 
The meetings take place at St Leonards 

Parish Hall. Please arrive at 8pm for a 
prompt 8.15pm start. Visitors are always 
welcome at £4 at the door.

Chris Brown (01494 758890)  
email: localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com

LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP

On Friday 7 
February our 
speaker is Kevin 

Varty. His talk Sex, Drugs 
and Tapeworms is a light-
hearted look at Victorian consumerism 
through contemporary newspaper 
advertisements. Kevin’s talks span a whole 
panoply of intriguing subjects, many of 
which take a sideways look at some of the 
intriguing and bizarre aspects of British 
Society.

The Rothschilds of Tring is the topic 
for our meeting on Friday 6 March. In 
1872 the immensely wealthy Rothschild 
family purchased the Tring Park Estate 
in Hertfordshire to add to their holdings 
across the Vale of Aylesbury. Over the 
next seventy years they put their mark on 
this quiet market town and its environs, 
including parts of our villages, but not 
least with the remarkable Zoological 
Museum. Our speaker is Tim Amsden, a 
former Hawridge Common resident, who 
helped to found the Local History Museum 
in Tring. Tim will give an account of the 
five generations of the Rothschild family 
concerned with Tring and the effect they 
had on local life. Tim is also an author of a 
recent book of the Tring Rothschilds.

LITTLE BEARS
When the country went to the polls to 

cast their votes in early December, Little 

Bears Pre-School spent the morning at their 

annual Christmas service at St Leonards 

church, followed by delicious refreshments 

afterwards.

With perfect timing, as the home 
of Little Bears was used for a 
polling station, family and friends 

of the children kicked off the festive season 
with a youngster-friendly service which 
saw children dressing up in tinsel as angels 
and shepherds with their fluffy sheep. 
Despite their young ages the children threw 
themselves into the activities, including 
looking for Charlie puppet in the pews, 
then following the bright star to the 

newborn king, before listening to the 
nativity story from a beautifully illustrated 
book. The final glory came when the 
children belted out their well-rehearsed 
Christmas songs, together with actions. 

After the service the children, together 
with staff, friends and family, walked the 
few steps to the church hall for their well-
earned drinks and biscuits as a treat. Some 
new families were so delighted with the 
friendly and welcoming church they were 
planning to come back for the Christmas 
services.

The festivities continued the following 
day back in the Parish Hall, the home of 
Little Bears, when Father Christmas paid 
them a visit with a sackful of presents. He 
presented each child with a beautiful book, 
which he somehow selected perfectly for 
each child’s interests. 
Before departing on his sleigh, he was 

treated to a selection of Christmas songs, 
including one about him being stuck down 
the chimney which made him laugh with a 
ho, ho, ho!

Carmel Luttrel
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CHOLESBURY CUM ST 
LEONARDS HORT SOC
Old English names for February are 

Solmonath (the muddy month) or 

Kalemonath (the cabbage month) – both 

seem very appropriate for recent times.  

However, at least the hours of daylight are 

increasing once more. In the garden you 

should be seeing aconites, snowdrops and 

early daffodils.

Now is the time to plan for statement 
plants from seed. Many annuals 
are easy to grow given the right 

conditions and this is a considerably 
cheaper option than buying as plugs or 
in pots later. Cosmos, zinnia, dahlia and 
mallow will all make good size vibrant 
plants if sown now.  Cosmos now come in 
a wide range of colours including a pale 
lemon and orange. The plants themselves 
have feathery light foliage. The mallows 
will, if allowed to seed, reproduce 
themselves almost too readily. We have 
both the mauve and white forms here 
which I have not deliberately sown for 
twenty years.  

The big issue is not only getting the 
seed to germinate but growing the 
seedlings on. You can get the necessary 
temperature (seed packets usually advise 
a temperature range) by sowing under 
cover or even indoors but unless you use 
artificial lighting (and room lighting is not 
enough) you cannot extend daylight hours, 
which in many cases is critical. Again, seed 
packets usually give you a sowing season. 
For sowing outside, a minimum of 6C in 
the actual soil, i.e. not air temperature, is 
recommended. Use a soil thermometer. Soil 
can be artificially warmed by laying fleece 
in advance of sowing but you will probably 
need to retain it in order to maintain the 
temperature. Too little light will lead to the 

seedlings becoming leggy. Many magazines 
recommend a window sill but I have 
noticed that even these seedlings tend to 
be stretching for the light.

Very dry summer conditions also need to 
be considered. Annual flowers will require 
regular watering and many cannot be 
planted out until the last risk of frost has 
passed.  Moving them out too soon even if 
there is no frost may check their growth.

If you have hedges or shrubs that need 
work – pruning, shaping, bramble and rose 
removal - try to complete the work before 
the end of February. Farmers in receipt 
of BFP (basic farm payment) are required 
NOT to work on hedges after the end of 
February until the beginning of September 
in order to avoid disturbing nesting birds. 

I picked up a bargain at a local garden 
centre this week – white hellebores clearly 
brought in for the Christmas market but 
still with buds – half price. Hellebores are 
expensive but brilliant for cheering the 
garden at this time. They do well in most 
situations as long as they do not dry out. 
Two I picked up last year have flowered 
again this year and will be joined by two 
more. 
Last, but not least, there is always 

something new to learn from reading 
gardening articles. A photinia fraserii 
‘red robin’ had never really thrived in a 
pot, losing its leaves regularly each spring 
and looking generally poor. This is not 
surprising as I learned two months ago that 
they do not thrive in pots, so a home has 
been found for it and I shall report back 
later in the year.  

The Hort Soc annual schedule of events 
is now being prepared and full details 
will appear in the next issue and be 
communicated to members. I understand 
that there may be two coach trips this year! 

Why not make the words of William 
Kent (1685-1742) your motto for 2020 and 
the new decade ‘Garden as though you will 
live forever’.

Sarah Tricks 
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Committee
At our AGM in late November our 

Committee was elected: 
Chairman: Lindsay Griffin lindsaygriffin@

yahoo.co.uk Phone: 758440
Vice Chair: David Barnard
Treasurer: Philip Prettejohn
Secretary: no permanent Minutes 

Secretary was appointed though David 
Dennis has agreed to take minutes when 
present and other members will rotate the 
role when necessary.
Committee Members: Nick Brown, John 

Caple, Isobel Clark, David Dennis, Sarah 
Higgins, Mark Hobbs, Rebecca Walton, Tim 
Watts
Co-opted Member: Janet Hopkinson
In particular we welcome our new 

treasurer Philip Prettejohn and our new 
member Rebecca Walton and look forward 
to working with them.

As always subscriptions fell due at the 
AGM and for the 10th year in a row they 
remain £10 for individual membership 
or £20 for a couple (to include the family 
members). Subs may be paid via the website 
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org or by 
contacting Philip by email treasurer.hccps@
gmail.com or telephone 758003.

A copy of the Draft Minutes of the 
meeting is available on the website. My 

thanks to Veronica Mash for helping out 
with updating the website for now.

Work on the Commons
Happily, after the recent heavy winter rains, 
Pallett’s Pond is fuller than it has been in 
recent years, so clearly the work carried out 
to seal the edge nearest to the road with 
Bentonite has continued to hold.
The newly scraped area adjacent to the 
heather on Cholesbury Common will be 
seeded in the next few weeks. Hopefully, 
we will begin to see some signs of heather 
regeneration in the not too distant future. 
We expect to have another visit from 
the Hammersmith-based Get out There! 
Team sometime soon. They have helped us 
with the heather regeneration and other 
projects several times in the past. 

Recent contract work
James Jolliffe carried out a number of 
tasks in late November. He successfully 
cut a section from the very large, fallen 
beech tree which has blocked the path 
from Parson’s Path to Stoney Lane for 
the last few years. One of the upcoming 
Conservation Group sessions will clear the 
path to make it more accessible again. 

As a requirement of the Forestry 
Commission grant, James also cleared much 
of the scrub from the area down Stoney 
Lane to allow the coppices there to flourish 
and he made scallops along the Hawridge 
Vale track to enable it to dry out more 
readily. Also, as part of a five-year scrub 
management plan, he cleared some of the 
scrub on the Bottom ride at the Hawridge 
end and removed a swathe of bracken on 
the other side of the ride. This should all 
help the ride to dry out more quickly. Dave 
Braddock, who surveyed the species on the 
Commons last year, found most plant and 
insect species along the Bottom Ride and 
he is hopeful that this work will see the 
return of species previously recorded on the 
Commons that were missing last year. He 
and Mary plan to visit again in Spring.

Volunteers
Our Conservation Group volunteers are 
continuing their work at their Sunday 
morning sessions after the Christmas break. 
As always, we are grateful for the work 
that they do on some tasks which are not 
able to be undertaken by James’s heavier 
machinery. Newcomers to the sessions 
are always welcome and no previous 
experience is required. If you intend coming 
for the first time it is helpful if you get 
in touch beforehand with Isobel (isobel.
clark@cholesbury.com) or Richard (richard1.
bysouth@gmail.com).

Litter picking
Litter and fly tipping continue to be a 
problem. Regular litter-pickers continue to 
take home bagsful of rubbish and the job 
often feels unending. It would be good to 
reward/encourage our volunteers in some 
way. If you have any suggestions please 
get in touch (lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk 
or phone 758440). Perhaps this could be 
incorporated in our annual Litterblitz in 
early April. We have a £200 award from Christine Stott inspects the fallen beech

Date Location Activity

9th Feb  One third of the way up Stoney   Complete coppicing of hazel, pile arisings 

  Lane on uphill path  over stools to deter grazing. Also pop and  

  cut holly on path above chalk pit, now that  

  fallen beech tree is not blocking path

23th Feb  At bottom of Stoney Lane   Coppice hazel. Pile up arisings around stools  

  and Pound Lane  to deter grazing. Pop any nearby holly

8th Mar In the bluebell glade below  remove low branches from oak to allow 

 cricket pitch tractor access, remove holly at base of oak  

  tree, fell various small oaks and cut gorse  

    to 2’. Cut lowest branch of oak on bottom  

    ride. Remove  exclosures. Burn up arisings  

  on oak stump to help gorse germination in  

  an area where gorse is to be encouraged.

22th Mar  Between top of Stoney Lane   Open up new path, removing obstructing 

 and Tankards Dene trees and branches, pop holly.

HCCG Sessions 



12 Hilltop News Hilltop News 13

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.
Members and guests from other 

institutes enjoyed a party atmosphere 

at the December meeting where the 

entertainment by ‘Delectable Selection’ 

provoked chuckles and smiles with 

their choice of ‘Verse and Worse’. Light 

refreshments and drink were provided by 

our committee, there were presents for 

everyone in the basket at the door and the 

Christmas post-box was in operation again.

Looking ahead at our programme for 
2020, the meeting on Monday 17 
February will feature an exploration 

of the Italian Lakes with Hilary Sheppard: 
Hilary is one of our committee members.

Programmes such as Downton Abbey 
give viewers an insight into the work and 
lives of servants in country houses. On 
Monday 16 March Adam Smith will be 
exploring this further as he explains the 
hierarchy, from butlers to scullery maids, 
who were essential to the smooth running 
of a Victorian country house.  

Do you envy the gardens in magazines? 
Do you wonder how to keep your borders 
looking good all year round? Make a 
note of Monday 20 April because garden 
designer Marie Greenhill will reveal how to 
achieve your ambitions in your own garden.
Our meetings are held on the third 

Monday of every month, starting at 8pm in 
St Leonards Parish Hall. Visitors are always 
welcome. Paddy Thomas puts posters up on 
the local notice-boards with information 
on the speakers and our President, Carol 
Henry, has more information (01494 
758435). 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

On Monday 9 
December WPC 
Gill Gillespie 

came to Cholesbury 
Village Hall to an open 
meeting following the AGM of the Good 
Neighbours Group. Some 20 people 
attended and learned very useful and 
practical advice about a number of issues, 
including property and personal security. 
General discussion showed that there is 
an awareness of various aids available for 
purchase to improve security and it was 
interesting to hear of personal experiences 
in their usage. 
Not everyone had heard of the 

What3words app - the developers of the 
free app divided the world into squares, 
each measuring 3m x 3m, with each square 
having a unique, randomly assigned 
three-word address. Police and emergency 
responders recommend downloading the 
app to a smartphone, or if people do not 
have the app, emergency services can send 
a text message with a web link to a mobile 
phone. The app does not need a signal to 
tell someone their three-word location and 
you can look up a location anywhere in the 
world. 

Shirley Blomfield (758314)

TKMaxx and Homesense which could be 
used for this purpose.
One enthusiastic recruit to litter picking 
has been Floki, who walks the Commons 
regularly with Janet. Floki is a trained 
gun dog but he also takes litter picking 
very seriously. In addition to his efforts 
here, when he was meant to be retrieving 
partridge on a recent shoot he came back 
with a plastic bottle!
Over the last few weeks we have also 

had a sofa and several tyres fly tipped 
on Stoney Lane. If you encounter further 
episodes please get in touch with Bucks 
County Council (01296 382416) who will 
remove it from the edge of the road. 
The Council is keen to prosecute the 
perpetrators and will look for evidence 
amongst the rubbish. This has resulted 
in more than one prosecution per week 
on average in the last ten years. Please 
note that if it is your rubbish you can be 
prosecuted even if you have paid someone 
to remove it, so please make sure your help 
is reliable and keep good records of people 
you have used.

Annual closure of the horse rides
In order to maintain their status as 
permissive rides, we are required to close 
the rides for one day per annum. This will 
take place from dusk on Sunday 1st March 
to dusk on Monday 2nd March.
Scout Association Southern 50 Challenge
Hawridge Common will provide one of 
the checkpoints on this challenge on 
15 February. There are three different 
routes for the teams – 50 miles; 50Km or 
30Km to be completed in 24 hours using 
public rights of way. We wish all of the 
participants good luck in their challenge!

Cards and Calendars
Thank you to everyone who has purchased 
cards and calendars. These have been very 
popular and all profits from their sales help 
keep the Commons in good order. Reprints 
of the cards are available from me now - 
£1.25 each or 5 for £5.

Lindsay Griffin

All help with litter picking welcome!
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB

2019 review
As reported in 
the last edition 
of Hilltop News, 
the 2019 season 
was a difficult one 
at senior level. 
Although the 
inclement weather 
did not help, the 
main problem 
was, as ever, lack of player availability. 
We were unfortunate that a number of 
long-standing regulars were unable to play 
many games, if any at all, for a variety of 
unconnected reasons, but we simply do not 
have enough. 

Although we are fortunate to have a 
number of committed members who put 
cricket first in their weekend plans, the 
sad fact is that for most people nowadays 
cricket comes a distinct second after the 
many other attractions on offer. This also 
extends to the off-field running of the 
club. It is our volunteers who make any 
cricket possible at all, but too much burden 
is being shouldered by the same few. We 
have some of the best facilities in the area, 
but the future of the club, at least at senior 
level, will be determined largely by our 
success in addressing the availability issue.

Happily, the story is completely different 
at youth level. Thursday evenings regularly 
saw over 50 youngsters enjoying our colts’ 
sessions while their parents contributed 
to club funds in the bar! We were able to 
enter teams in Buckinghamshire leagues 
at all ages from under 9 to under 14. The 
under 10’s were even crowned league 
champions, winning all seven of their 
matches.

We held an end-of-season Family Fun 
Day in September for all club members 
young and old. The day was enjoyed by lots 
of youngsters and their parents, including, 
I am happy to say, a number of mums. A 
six-a-side competition with mixed teams 
made up of kids, dads and mums was a 
great success. The day was completed by 
the presentation of the season’s awards to 
the season’s top-performing colts. See our 
website (hawridgecholesbury.play-cricket.
com) or Facebook page for details of the 
winners.

Many, many thanks are due to the 
coaches of all the colts’ teams, who freely 
gave their time and energy to making 
the youth development programme the 
outstanding success it is. If their enthusiasm 
results in just a few youngsters making the 
step up to senior cricket, the future of the 
club will be assured.

Off the field
The club held a Community ‘Get Active’ 
Open Day in April with the aim of getting 
local people more active and, hopefully, 
playing cricket. Although the previous 
weekend’s glorious weather did not 
make an appearance, the day was well 
attended and enjoyed by all. Thanks to 
Buckinghamshire County Council and 
Cholesbury-cum-St. Leonards Parish Council 
for their support.

The club again hosted the Hawridge 
Duathlon and Village Picnic in June. Both 
events saw rather fewer attendees than 
in previous years, but were still deemed a 
success by the organisers.

The highlight of the year was President’s 
Day in July, which fortuitously coincided 
with the Cricket World Cup Final. England 
were cheered on to their dramatic win by 
a large crowd of senior and junior players, 
including our opponents on the day, Long 
Marston. And Hawridge also won the 
match, a double-header involving our 

under 14 and senior sides - so a double 
success!
We held a family cricket day on August 
Bank Holiday for club members of all ages, 
families and friends. The gorgeous weather 
helped make this into a real success, with 
sufficient players for a 13-a-side match. 
The bar and barbeque were kept busy 
throughout the afternoon. Definitely 
something to make into a regular event. 
Many thanks to Phil Wright for organising.
The traditional Boxing Day hunt was 

rather less well attended compared with 
previous years, undoubtedly due in part to 
the drizzly weather. Although we opened 
the bar and provided mulled wine and 
barbeque delicacies as usual, takings were 
considerably down, providing less of a 
boost to club finances than we would have 
liked. However, we have been lucky with 

Open for the Boxing Day meet, despite the wet 
weather

the weather for a number of years, so I 
guess we should be grateful that the British 
climate hasn’t hit us with greater regularity.

AGM
The club’s Annual General Meeting will 
be held at the clubhouse on Monday 10 
February at 8pm. All members welcome 
(and indeed expected!). I will be standing 
down as Chairman after two years, as will 
Treasurer Nick Richardson, so we are on 
the lookout for replacements, along with 
a Social/Fundraising Secretary, a Pavilion 
Manager and a Bar Manager. So, if anyone 
is interested in helping out with these 
or indeed any other roles, please contact 
me on 01296 696740/07776 167712 or 
chairman@hawridgecricket.co.uk.
As outgoing chairman, I would like to 
extend my gratitude to the committee for 
their enthusiasm, commitment and energy 
over the last year. Without them, the club 
would simply not function, so thank you all.

Steve Drane
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Our local artists on display

The Thursday Art Group would like to 
say thank you to all who came to the 
Art and Craft Fair on 30 November - 

1st December. £249 was raised for the Air 
Ambulance. Thanks to local artists and stall 
holders and all customers and friends who 
came from near and far to support them.

If there is anyone who would like to join 
the Art Group, they meet every Thursday 
afternoon at Cholesbury Village Hall from 
1-4pm.

huge thank you to JPS for supporting this 
competition.

There have been a few staff changes 
with Mrs Hughes, the deputy, moving to 
pastures new. Her work has been picked 
up by Mrs Davey and Mrs White who are 
sharing the responsibilities between them. 
With Revd Burgess moving away the school 
is also without a contact from the church 
but it is hoped that the Diocese will soon 
appoint someone new to take over the role.

The school is also very proud to say that 
they have achieved the Gold standard for 
Young Carers in Schools. This achievement 
is testament to the ongoing commitment 
from the leadership team, staff and also the 
children and is recognised throughout the 
County.

Looking forward, the children have a 
cross country competition in Missenden, 
a dodgeball contest at Challoners High 
School, plus football, yoga, Forest school 
and JAM club. Another busy term beckons 
as we wait for the days to get a little 
longer.

James Morris

The end of the last term of the decade 

was as frenetic as most schools were with 

a Christmas Fayre, disco, nativity play, 

pantomime and church services. 

Key Stage 1 performed beautifully 
in their nativity and the church in 
Broadway, Chesham was packed with 

parents and grandparents as Key Stage 2 
performed their carol concert. Beauty and 
the Beast was performed at the school by 
a touring pantomime company and then, 
during a Christmas lunch, Father Christmas 
visited with presents for each of the classes. 
As ever, a lot of this is not free and the 
school PSA have done a fantastic job in 
raising funds for the school. The Christmas 
Fayre was a huge success and raised over 
£2300. Money raised from this, and other 
events, allows the school to continue to 
support the children and enhance their 
learning.

The children also had a Christmas 
story-writing competition that was 
sponsored by JPS Stationers of Chesham. 
The selection of stories; some funny, some 
looking at famous Christmas stories and 
others completely original, were enjoyed 
by everyone. In fact, the stories were so 
enjoyed by the judges and the children that 
it is likely to become an annual event. A 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions

01442 890184
07909 542149

annmalvern@sky.com
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The Hilltops Villages Choir
In December of last year, Nicola Leat 

stepped down from her role running the 

Hilltops Villages Community Choir.  Here is 

the vote of thanks and part of the farewell 

speech given to Nicola…

Back in 2012 I was a great fan of 
the TV programmes where Gareth 
Malone brought together a group 

of disparate individuals to form a choir. At 
the end of every programme I would turn 
to Peter and ask “Why haven’t we got a 
choir in the village?” and it occurred to 
me that there were probably others in the 
Hilltops who felt the same. I mentioned 
this to Di Garner and she in turn mentioned 
it to Nicola and between the three of us 
we set out to discover whether a village 
choir would be a viable proposition. We 
asked around and advertised on Grapevine 
to see how many more people may be 
interested and it definitely appeared there 
were sufficient potential singers to make it 
happen.  

It quickly became obvious that Nicola 
was going to be our leading light as whilst 
I was referring to our search for a singing 
teacher she was referring to our ‘musical 
director’ and was making contact with the 
Natural Voice Practitioners Network website 
- who knew such a thing existed? I was 
hugely impressed! The one thing the three 
of us agreed upon right from the word go 
was that the whole village choir experience 
should be fun, totally inclusive with no 
auditions, no solos and no requirement to 
read music.
In February 2013 we received an email 

from Jenny Wright who had responded to 
our search and on the first of March we 
sent an email out to, amongst others, Liz 
Firth, Erin Thwaites, Gill Fleckney, Chris 
Prentice, Stewart and Rosie Pearce (all 
of whom still sing with us today) and on 
Wednesday 6th March we sang together for 
the very first time the immortal lines “old 
Jim John..... “ - and our choir was born. 

Whilst Di and I happily undertook the 
less onerous tasks of ticking off the register 

and handing out name badges, Nicola has 
always ensured our teachers and venue 
are booked and paid, has organised sing 
outs and workshops, including an amazing 
opportunity taken up by nine of us to sing 
The Armed Man at the Royal Albert Hall 
with the Big Chorus. She ensured we had 
music, organised our rehearsals at Church, 
provided folders and artwork and generally 
made sure we all turned up at the right 
place at the right time. 
Our small choir has without question 

seen more than its fair share of sadness, 
with the terrible news of Jenny’s breast 
cancer. We were delighted to see Jenny 
back at choir following her surgery, during 
which time Nicola diligently found us a 
number of stand-in teachers who gamely 
took on our choir until Jenny returned. 
Jenny’s subsequent shocking death at such 
a tender young age hit the choir hard. 
Jenny had encouraged us to sing in front 
of an audience and we had done so firstly 
at the Village Picnic and also at St Leonards 
Church, which we have now done on many 
occasions.
Nicola skilfully and delicately steered 

the choir through the difficult post-Jenny 
period, spending enormous amounts of 
time ensuring that the choir was never 
without a musical director and it is without 
question that the choir would have folded 
some time ago had Nicola not dedicated so 
much of her free time to this cause. 

During the years we have been together 
there have been many of us bereaved or 
victim to ill health or injury and yet HVCC 
has been a haven of kinship, kindness 
and stability where one leaves feeling 
inspired, unjudged, and less alone. The 
power of singing among those who have 
become your friends should never be 
underestimated. 

It would be very remiss of me not to 
mention Nicola’s husband Richard and the 
role he has played - or what Di refers to as a 
BOGOF when you get a committee member 
plus exceptionally useful spouse. Richard 

has, among many other things, been the 
creator and keeper of Excel spreadsheets 
which, while proving to be beyond my 
comprehension, have nevertheless made 
the collection of term-time subs much 
simpler - allegedly.

So, we find ourselves eight years later 
with a happy choir looking forward to 
continuing into the future. With special 
thanks to Judy who has ensured that 
future, along with those of you who are 
taking on Nicola’s role and perhaps most 
importantly to those of you who turn up 
each week simply to sing.

It just remains for me to say “Thank you 
Nicola for all you have done to get us here 
today”.
HVCC continues to meet every 

Wednesday evening at Cholesbury Village 
Hall from 7.45pm to 9.15pm to sing a 
variety of songs, with words and piano 
accompaniment. Everyone is most welcome 
– it costs just £4 a week and there is no 
long-term commitment or the necessity 
to read music. Why not come along next 
Wednesday and give it a whirl?

Janet Hopkinson
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They say when one door closes another 

one opens and that is certainly true for 

Alasdair Cunningham of Timber Creations 

in Great Missenden.

When well-respected local company 
TC Joinery shut down after more 
than 40 years Alasdair, one of the 

craftsmen who had worked at TC for many 
years, decided to take on the old workshop 
in Wright’s Yard and turn his talents into 
a brand new business that would keep 
traditional joinery alive in the Chiltern Hills.
Timber Creations specialise in bespoke, 

hand-crafted joinery projects and take 
great pride in providing clients with the 
kind of quality finish, personal attention 
and after-care they could never dream of 
getting with a factory-built product.

The skilled team of craftsmen is 
equipped to deal with every aspect 
of a job, from design to installation. 
Each commission is custom-made using 
traditional carpentry techniques, ensuring 
the very highest quality of work.
Of course, one of the benefits of 

working alongside a small creative team is 

Making wood work
that your choice is not restricted to stock 
items. Timber Creations’ custom-made past 
projects include almost anything you can 
think of  made in wood from staircases, 
doors, windows and roof lanterns to 
mouldings and furniture - even the odd 
garden fork handle. All are expertly crafted 
to each client’s unique specifications.
Timber Creations also specialise in 

repairing period properties. In fact, they’ve 
worked on many of the historic buildings 
in the Chiltern Open Air Museum, helping 
to preserve them for future generations. 
So, they’re just the people to talk to if you 
need to have authentic repairs made on 
a home in a conservation area or want to 
make changes to a listed building.

If you’d like to know more about what 
Timber Creations can do, call Alasdair 
Cunningham or Jake Macdonald on 01494 
890145. Or if you’d like to view their 
work first-hand why not drop by their 
wonderfully old-fashioned workshop at 
106 High Street, Great Missenden and see 
how they can turn wood into something 
wonderful for your home?
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We are such stuff as dreams are made on;  

and our little life is rounded with a sleep. 

(Prospero - The Tempest Act 4, scene 1)

A year ago a gentle, elderly man asked 
whether he could have these words 
engraved on his wife’s headstone. 

At first, I thought they might contradict the 
Christian belief in eternal life; but then I 
thought of those images of our sleeping in 
death until the resurrection; and so I said, 
“Yes, do.”

The thought that we are just passing 
through is key to the story of Saint 
Augustine of Canterbury, who was sent 
by Pope Gregory ‘the Great’, to take the 
catholic faith to the Angles in Britain, as he 
had dearly wanted to do. 

He arrived in Kent in 597 - the year that 
Saint Columba died – and nearly blew the 
whole operation by not greeting King 
Ethelbert in the proper way. The Celtic 
missioners had earned the respect of the 
ancient kings of the North; but Augustine 
was warily permitted to present the Gospel 
to Ethelbert, seated in his long-house. As 
night fell, a bird flew in from the dark and 
back out again; and the king said that our 
lives might be just the same, unless we have 
the Christian hope of life after death: so, he 
would accept and try Augustine’s faith. 
In our own time, as Lent begins on Ash 

Wednesday, 26 February, those of us who 
receive a cross of ash on our foreheads 
will hear the words, “Dust you are, and to 
dust you shall return.” Does that contradict 
the Christian belief in eternal life? I don’t 
believe it does: it just makes us aware of 
our mortality, as we sift our thoughts and 
motivations during the greater ‘Penitential 

Season’. In fact, knowing that the ‘stuff 
our dreams are made on’ is not everlasting 
reminds us to trust in God, who sees all, 
knows all, and is ‘from everlasting to 
everlasting.’

This understanding puts the rest of 
our life in perspective. We don’t have to 
depend solely on our own efforts and the 
advice and opportunities we can get for 
ourselves. If the life we share now isn’t all 
there is, then we don’t have to live by the 
warped values and self-serving habits of 
‘the world’. 

That sense of ‘passing through’ is very 
much a part of my own, happy time with 
the Hilltops and The Lee, as my wife and 
I move from a difficult time in the Valley, 
near Henley, to a warm and down-to-earth 
cluster of parishes on the moors of West 
Yorkshire. 

We have learned to depend on God’s 
help and guidance, and His wisdom has 
outshone all our thoughts. Our hope and 
prayer is that God will bring your next Vicar 
to you soon, and that you will continue 
your journey joyfully and fruitfully, 
together.

My thanks, and very best wishes, 

Revd. Stephen Southgate 
Interim Minister

Just passing through
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f r o m  t h e  r e g i s t e r s
HAWRIDGE

Holy Baptism
22 December 2019 Margaux Honey Packham

C h u r C h  m a t t e r s

haWriDge

Jan Heckscher, our 
Parish Secretary, has 
decided to stand 

down later this year and 
we should be pleased 
to hear from anyone in the area who 
would consider taking on this voluntary 
role (which is not overly time-consuming or 
onerous) - please contact Elizabeth Tomlin 
(07549 137177).  

Carol singing for the Parish at The Full 
Moon raised over £70 for Save the Children. 

Our thanks to the 14 singing and to Philip 
and Hannah Matthews for hosting this and 
to Sue and Clive Carey and Judy Bullock for 
leading the singing.

The Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and 
Carols was again popular with 120 present, 
and we thank all for their attendance (and 
for the welcome, necessary and healthy 
collection total!). Star reader was Celie 
Kingston. Thanks to Rev Ivor Cornish for 
leading the service and for his generous 
tribute to the congregation’s dedication 
over the last difficult years. 

  

We look forward to a new year with hope for a more settled future in the local 
Churches. The process of appointing a new permanent Vicar begins by the 
Churchwardens and Parochial Church Councils (PCCs) producing a Joint Parish 

Profile (job spec.) which goes forward for approval by the Arch Deacon. Once this has 
happened, advertising for a new Vicar can begin and hopefully end successfully by the end 
of the year. 

Everyone’s support during the past two uncertain years has been very much appreciated. 
Let’s make the Hilltop and The Lee Parishes warm and welcoming places for any prospective 
applicant.  We all make up the life in the Churches – they are special places which most of 
us need at some time in our lives! Please come along whenever you can.  

Early December saw a number of people from the Hilltop and Lee Parishes join Revd. 
Dan Beesley at Bierton to mark his new role at his licensing. We wish him success and thank 
him for his time with us. 

We are pleased to welcome Revd. Stephen Southgate as Interim Minister in the Parishes 
who will be with us until mid-March. We wish him well when he leaves us to take up his 
new Parish in North West Yorkshire at Easter (see Vicar’s letter).

Lent begins on 26 February with an evening Service at Hawridge at 7.30pm – Lent is a 
time of quiet preparing for the Easter celebrations. Details of Easter Services will be in the 
next Hilltop News.

The Parish is delighted that Margaux 
Honey Packham was baptised at St Mary’s 
(by Rev Tim Yates, from Chesham) on 22 
December. Margaux is the daughter of 
Fiona and Daniel and grand-daughter of 
Fred and Pauline Baxter.

The Family Service on 2 February will 
celebrate Candlemas and refreshments will 
be provided afterwards. 

Our Parish Communion Service is 
on Mothering Sunday, 22 March. As is 
Hawridge’s custom, all attending will 
receive flowers.

On 29 March we host the Four Churches 
Joint Parish Communion and shall welcome 
our Speaker, Michael Wallis from Street 
Pastors. The service will be followed by 
refreshments. These joint services are an 
excellent opportunity to catch up across the 
Parishes. We’d love to see you!

Margaux Packham baptism

ChoLesBurY 

We were 
pleased to 
welcome our 

new Interim Minister, 
Stephen Southgate, 
to his first service at 
Cholesbury when he 
led our Holy Communion service in January. 
We also thank David Blackmore, David 
Holloway and Geoffrey Howell for their 
support over the last two months during 
the Vacancy.

We have learnt with sadness that Yoma 
Scarrott has died. She had retired to 
Cornwall in 2005 but the PCC wishes to 
record her commitment to Cholesbury 
church. Yo was one of the select group 
of ladies with a dedicated window in the 
church where she arranged flowers at 
festivals. As a tribute, flowers were allowed 
during Advent in her window along the 
south wall of the nave. At this time we also 
remember Mike Scarrott, who was a much 
loved Church warden.

Christmas was celebrated enthusiastically. 
The church was full for our Candlelit Carol 
service with the congregation overflowing 
into the choir stalls. David Blackmore led 
the traditional service and talked about 
Time. Lynne Priest was our new organist and 
coped with ten carols. Alice and James Fisher 
provided the mulled wine. Thank you to 
these volunteers and to the six lesson readers. 
The collection raised £270 which was sent to 
our children’s charity PACT (www.pactcharity.
org). Our Christmas praise continued until 
Sunday 29th (the fifth day of Christmas) 
when we welcomed members of all four 
churches with Communion, Stollen cake and 
chose carols that are not often sung.

In February, Peggy Sear will lead us in 
worship for the last time in the parishes. 
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The Christmas Tea Party began in Church 
when Anne Butterworth told of the origin 
of Silent Night and Ivor Cornish told the 
story behind the Good King Wenceslas 
Carol. Apparently, he was a very good man 
but there’s no evidence the ‘story’ in the 
Carol actually happened - but it’s inspiring 
and we all love singing it! After singing 
a few Carols we moved into the Church 
Room which looked very inviting. The table 
was laid with delicious scones and cakes 
with Anne Lake’s delicious Christmas Cake 
as centre piece! We were a good number 
and very pleased Revd. Stephen Southgate, 
the new Interim Vicar, managed to join 
us. Everyone left with a small plant after 
enjoying a very happy afternoon. A big 
thank you Anne Lake, who organises the 
Teas throughout the year - bringing the 
Community together every month. Why 
not just drop in for a while on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month, 26 February and 
25 March are the next ones. Should a lift be 

Farewell Peggy

st LeoNarDs

C hristmas began 
when Little 
Bears came 

to church. Ann Horn 
read the Christmas 
story and, with lots of help from the ‘Big 
Bears’, led them to act out the story of 
Jesus’ birth - there was a Crib, a ‘baby’ Jesus 
and a fire for the Shepherds to sit around 
with their lambs. See a separate report 
elsewhere in this issue.

Peggy first joined the parishes as David’s 
secretary and her work included admin for 
weddings and inviting visiting ministers. 
She had also trained as a Licensed Lay 
Minister and her course required experience 
in leading different services. She was 
appointed to Cholesbury in January 2012 
and regularly took Matins.

The PCC decided to make our Morning 
Worship more accessible and Peggy 
collaborated when we designed an order 
of service for morning worship that used 
modern language to replace Matins. This 
is regularly used and we thank Peggy for 
her help. She also led our Pets Service and 
Shoebox Sunday. Now licensed as an LLM, 
Peggy has decided to return to Northchurch 
for a ministry for children and we wish her 
every success in her new role. Thank you, 
Peggy.

The date of our Quiz has been fixed for 
Saturday 14 March in St Leonards Parish 
Hall starting at 7.30. We will be challenged 
by the same Quiz Masters and the same 
team will organise the food. Tickets will be 
available from Liz Green (758035) and John 
Farmer (758715).

needed call Anne Lake (01296 620169) to 
arrange. The scones and cakes are always 
delicious - not just for Christmas!  

The Carol Service took place on 15 
December. Judy Hyland sang the solo first 
verse of Once in Royal David’s City followed 
in procession by the youngsters traditionally 
carrying candles. The large Christmas tree, 
covered in tiny white lights, the windowsills 
with greenery and candles and the Crib, 
made a beautiful scene. Carols were 
interspersed by able readers telling the 
story of Christmas. A recording of the Carol 
‘Jesus Christ the Apple Tree’ was heard and 
Alice Baddon played two pieces beautifully 
on her flute. Ian Ogilvie led the Service and 
introduced Revd. Stephen Southgate, who 
spoke briefly and gave the final Reading. 
The church was full and many commented 
on an enjoyable Service.

The Midnight Communion Service 
was led by Revd. Stephen and we were 
delighted to meet his wife Annie and 
daughter Winnie. The Church looked even 
more beautiful with the Christmas white 
lilies added to the windows and Altar vases. 

       
On Christmas Morning, David Blackmore 

led the Christmas Family Service. We were 
delighted to welcome back Richard Charles 
to play the organ for the first time since 

The St Leonards crib

Enjoying the Tea Party 

his heart bypass – the round of applause 
was well deserved! There were over 70 in 
church including a large number of young 
ones. David led a Service which appealed 
to young and old,  Alice Baddon, played a 
challenging arrangement of ‘It’s beginning 
to feel a lot like Christmas’  in a very 
accomplished way - we are so lucky to have 
her amongst us! Thank you David, Richard 
and Alice for beginning Christmas Day in 
such a perfect way!

Breakfast Services – the next Services are 
on 23 February and 22 March when the the 
Hilltops Mothering Sunday/Breakfast Service 
will take place at 9 am with Breakfast as 
usual in the Church Room followed by 
Mothering Sunday Service in Church at 9.30 
am. There will be the usual opportunity to 
light candles for absent mothers along with 
the distribution of posies. Do join us on this 
special day!

Tree Maintenance

Keeping our giant ash tree safe
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On Wednesday 8 January Tree Surgeons 
came to do some high-level lopping of the 
enormous Ash Tree in the Churchyard. The 
tree was examined last year by experts 
who said it was still healthy with no sign of 
ash die back, a decease which is currently 
affecting most ash trees. They considered 
that the tree’s size and age was in its favour 
but they warned that the tree was likely to 
suffer the decease at some time. Because 
there is a Tree Preservation Order on the 
tree preventing felling, only limited cutting 
is permitted. The PCC obtained planning 
permission from Chiltern District Council 
for Tree Surgeons to trim 5-6 feet off the 
higher branches of the tree. Although 
the tree is healthy the PCC considers 
that its great size makes it a hazard, 
particularly in high winds and believes 
that it is important to take such action as is 
permitted.
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Walking on two legs, head held 
high, is an innate ability we all 
take for granted. If you pause to 

think for a moment that whilst we might 
attribute the act of walking to a large 
range of other animals, both four and two 
legged, walking solely on two legs like us 
with upright stance is really a behaviour 
limited to humans. 
Not even do our some of our cousins the 

Giant Apes, who may walk upright, rely 
on this for much of the time, preferring to 
amble along on arms and legs. I exclude 
here the birds which generally fly much 
more than they walk. Yes, I hear you say, 
what about the very large flightless birds 
like the emu? Well I choose to ignore these 
eccentrics who in fact rarely walk any 
distance but tend to ‘run’. 

HILLTOP NEWS NATuRE NOTES

The road less ‘traveled’
... a few thoughts with a  

2020 vision

Even penguins, who do walk a lot, 
must swim much more than they walk and 
given the struggle they have traversing the 
Antarctic ice they must surely prefer instead 
to ‘fly’ through the briny seas. 

The point I am trying to carve out here 
is that we choose to walk as our principal 
mode of non-assisted travelling, for not 
just vital and serious purposes but also for 
relaxation and pleasure. 
Up until the Iron Age, track ways across 

these islands were, with minor exceptions, 
all created and maintained by our ancestors 
beating out and reinforcing pathways 
through walking repeatedly over the same 
ribbon of ground. Sometimes this might 
be as they accompanied flocks or herds of 
domesticated animals, like sheep, goats 
and cattle. Starting from the arrival of the 

Romans 2000 years ago there has been a 
gradual but irreversible replacement of 
many such foot-originated tracks with those 
carved out by vehicles.    However, many 
paths remain: pilgrim routes, green lanes, 
drove roads, corpse roads (the clue to their 
purpose is in their title!), trods (Old English 
for paths) leys (paths following a straight 
line), dykes, drongs and sarns (causeways) 
and snickets, holloways, shuts and finally a 
‘walkabout’ (all self-explanatory).

In fact, once you start to look closely at 
any path you walk along you will begin to 
see more and more minor tracks, grooves 
across the earth that begin to emerge. 
Some that join, some that cross while 
others suddenly appear diverging from the 
track you are follow. For every path you go 
down there are others you pass by but will 
never follow. Having just written this I am 
reminded by that poem by Robert Frost – 
“The Road Not Taken”.

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.

Here are a few lines I came across the other day that got me thinking about something we all 

take for granted. The words are taken from a much longer piece of prose entitled:  

In Praise of Walking by Thomas Clark;

“Walking is the human way of getting about.

Always, everywhere, people have walked, veining the earth with 

paths, visible and invisible, symmetrical and meandering.

There are walks in which we tread in the footsteps of others,

walks on which we strike out entirely for ourselves. 

A journey implies a destination, so many miles to be consumed,

while a walk is its own measure, complete at every point along the way.

There are things we will never see, unless we walk to them.”

Some paths are only obvious when the 
route normally followed becomes blocked. 
The story goes that in the time before few 
vehicles used the unmetalled stony lane 
down through the Vale from Hawridge 
to the outskirts of Chesham, this track 
frequently flooded in winter as a bourne 
(chalk stream) burst out and furiously 
followed it as a guide as it headed down to 
spill into an already swollen tributary of the 
River Chess. The lane became impassable 
and travellers turned to the higher ground 
to the west (known by locals as ‘the 
mountain’). This ‘high road’ was shunned 
and forgotten for the rest of the year as the 
determined traveller was more concerned 
about arriving as soon as possible in 
Chesham. Today we might occasionally 
prefer to walk that elevated path and in so 
doing contemplate the wonders of nature 
around us instead of concerning ourselves 
solely with the final destination.

As we have just started a new decade, 
with our collective futures and that of this 
country perhaps less well mapped out than 
at any time in our lifetime, we might just 
benefit from some timely nature-inspired 
2020 vision. So, the next time you drive 
down The Vale take a squinty look up and 
to your right and think about your own 
‘road less traveled’. 

Chris Brown
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Now is a low period in the life of our pubs 

when their gardens have no appeal and 

some family cash resources are strained. 

Nevertheless, the actively trading ones are 

trying their best to entice us out.

The Full Moon is aiming at enhancing 
the appeal of its menu and offerings. 
A new menu for spring will be 

introduced in March. Fish Friday is already 
popular and will continue with fish coming 
in fresh from Cornwall. On Mondays 
through Thursdays, a 2-course set menu 
special has been introduced for £13 at 
lunch time and early evening. For £2 more 
you may have a small glass of house wine. 
On “Wobbly Wednesday” there will be £1 
off on all beers, house wines and selected 
spirits from 5.30 to 7.00pm.

Quiz nights will continue fortnightly 
at 7.30pm. However, the monthly music 
nights have been suspended as a result of 
insufficient support from punters.

At the Old Swan, Aarron has prepared 
a special Valentine’s menu which is posted 
on the pub’s web site www.theoldswanpub.
co.uk. It will be essential to book in 
advance. You may also follow the pub at 
‘The Old Swan Pub’ on Facebook and  
@theoldswanbucks on Instagram.

It will be worth keeping an eye open for 
a series of special restaurant offers over the 
coming weeks. These will include a mid-
week offer of a free bottle of house wine 
when you purchase two main courses from 
the a la carte menu.

The popular vegan nights are resuming 
in February on the first Thursday of each 
month. You may book now for the first 
one on 6th February. The a la carte menu 
will also be available along with the vegan 
choices.

Although work on the White Lion is 
four weeks behind the original programme 
management plan of tasks, it is moving 
ahead nicely now. Only three working 
days were lost over the festive season, 
which helped matters along. Since the roof 
over the portion of the building that will 
remain is nearly complete, the scaffolding is 
scheduled to be removed by mid-February. 
This will make way for the construction of 
the extended trading area to the rear which 
has so far been impeded by the scaffold 
support poles.

When this was written in the second 
week of January, the Chiltern District 
Council planning department had gone 
very quiet after a flurry of interference 
in October. However, three additional 
planning applications that they had 
demanded had not been decided upon. 
One of those three had been submitted in 
December 2018. Given financial expedience, 
work has proceeded on the premise that 
they will eventually be decided upon 
favourably.

Bill Ingram

Late winter pub news
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Good Neighbours Group
When a small group of local people got 

together in 2011 it was built on the already 

good neighbourliness of these villages by 

providing information, support and contact 

for older age residents. Out of this came 

the ideas to form a Pub Lunch Club and 

Severe Weather Car Scheme. 

However, such initiatives do not 
replace a desire just to look out for 
any of your neighbours who are 

elderly or frail. It is something everyone can 
do which can make an enormous difference 
to older people who may live alone or are 
vulnerable in the colder winter months.

Supporting one another in our local 
communities is also an important way to 
help the NHS and social services to keep our 
older residents safe and well.   

Though this winter has been very wet 
we have been spared so far a prolonged 
cold snap. I read this comment from a local 
GP. “As the cold weather kicks in, many 
elderly and vulnerable residents can feel 
trapped and unable to get out to the shops 
or even to their GP if they have a problem. 
Offering to collect their medication or fetch 
some shopping can be a great help and 
help prevent the risk of a fall. We can all do 
our bit to help our neighbours stay safe and 
well this winter.”
The suggestions from our Bucks Adult 

Social Care team includes some simple 
actions which may help a vulnerable or 
older person to stay at home rather than 
risk ending up in hospital. This can be as 
easy as making time for a chat, or popping 
round to see if they are OK. This can make 
such a difference to combat loneliness and 
isolation, which are really miserable and 
damaging to someone’s mental health. 
Being a ‘Good Neighbour’ will make you 

feel good too!
By now most New Year’s Resolutions will 

have long been forsaken, so why not try 
a different type of resolution for this new 
decade. 

Here are 5 simple actions everyone could 
resolve to take up…
•   Say ‘hello’ – surely nobody is too busy for 

the most basic friendly contact which is 
vital for our general wellbeing.

•   Ask – not everyone will ask for help, but 
that doesn’t mean they don’t need it, so 
make the first move and ask if there is 
anything they need.

•   Medicines –check that they have supplies 
of their regular prescription medicine, 
especially when the weather is bad, offer 
to collect them from the pharmacy.

•   Shopping - in very cold or icy conditions 
it’s safer for older folk to stay indoors. 

Why not offer to pop out to the shops 
for them when picking up your own 
groceries – and stay for a cuppa and a 
chat.

•   Know the signs that they may need help 
– not seen a neighbour for a while? Are 
their curtains always drawn? Is milk still 
on the door step or mail in the door? 
They may need help, so don’t wait - pop 
round and check if they are ok.

If you need to speak to someone urgently 
about a vulnerable adult, contact the Adult 
Social Care Team on 01296 383 204 or 
outside office hours: 0800 999 7677.  

Pub Lunch Club
We meet at 12.30pm on the second 
Wednesday of each month (next dates 12 
February, 11 March, and 8 April) at the Full 
Moon. Bookings and orders are made in 
advance from a set 2-course menu for £14. 
Contact Good Neighbour Group, details 
below.  

Severe Weather Car Scheme 
This will continue to operate until the end 
of March. There is a special phone number 
to call: 0845  8  735  737.

Chris Brown 
Good Neighbours Group, 758890
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CurvaCeous Cook
Now that Christmas, and all that that food entails, is behind us, I think most of us are looking for something 

low calorie, a bit lighter and more refreshing - oranges are wonderful at the moment.

This recipe can be made and refrigerated the day before, but do take out of the fridge at least an hour 
before eating so that the fruit has some flavour.

It can be served with any sort of cream, or yoghurt or ice cream, or even chocolate sauce!

Caramelled oranges
6 large seedless oranges

½ pt water

3oz granulated sugar

Soak the zest of 2 of the oranges in the water for 30 minutes. Peel the others.

Simmer the water and zest gently for approx. 20 minutes until the zest is soft and the water reduced to 
about 8 fl oz. Pour into a container.

Put 3 tbs of the zesty water into the pan with the sugar. Stir until dissolved, then bring to the boil and boil 
without stirring until it is a golden brown. Don’t take your eyes off it!

Stand well back, and add the rest of the zesty water. It will hiss and spit, but just stir it over a gentle heat till 
all smooth.

Meanwhile, slice the oranges thinly into a bowl. I actually like to take the flesh off the pith giving little 
segments. The easiest way to do this is with a thin serrated knife. Hold the peeled orange in the palm of 

your hand and gently wiggle the knife along the thin membrane then hold the knife across the centre of the 
orange and tease the segment off. Then repeat with the next one till all you have in your hand is the pith. Do 

it over the bowl to catch the drips. Pour over the warm liquid, then chill until needed.

Lulu stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com

V V V
100 Club 
winners 

Cholesbury Village Hall

December 2019
£25 Martin Lewis, Wigginton, 
£15 Rupert Bullock, Hawridge,  
£10 Sandy Clarke, St Leonards

January 2020
£15  Shirley Blomfield, St Leonards, 
£15  Charles Firth, Buckland Common.

For membership, please contact  
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email  
brigid.farmer@gmail.com

St Leonards Parish Hall

December 2019
£50 Kate Edwards, St Leonards
£25 Hannah Matthews, Cholesbury
£15 Billy Echlan, Buckland Common
£15 Joan Ingram, St Leonards

For membership, please contact  
Richard Leat on leatrj@yahoo.co.uk  
or 01494 758784.

V V V
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Dear Diary
February 2020
7th  Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

12th  Pub Lunch Club – Full Moon – 12.30pm

17th  WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

24th  Parish Council Meeting – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

26th  Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

March 2020
6th   Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

11th  Pub Lunch Club – Full Moon – 12.30pm

16th  WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

23rd  Parish Council Meeting – Cholesbury Village Hall – 8pm

25th  Tea Party – St Leonards Church Room – 3pm

April 2020
3rd  Local History Group – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm

8th  Pub Lunch Club – Full Moon – 12.30pm

20th  WI – St Leonards Parish Hall – 8pm
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and 
articles which are of general interest and 
relevance to the Hilltop Villages. Material 
for inclusion in the April/May edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne 
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10 March 
latest. Please note that photos sent online 
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.

Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449  
grahamlnc@aol.com

Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700  
anne@churchcottage.eu

Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  
annhorn43@aol.com

Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  
info@michaelspark.com

Distribution 
Rosemary Pearce 758334

Printer 
Strongs, Berkhamsted 01442 878592  
info@strongs-printing.co.uk

Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making 
and is funded by advertising.
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