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The long road to recovery…
Spring and Summer in the Hilltops so far:
annual St Leonards village fete cancelled;
School Fayre cancelled; picnic on the
common and cream teas cancelled; Bank
Holiday Churches’ Fete cancelled; Hort. Soc
Annual Show cancelled; church services
cancelled; meetings cancelled; school
closed; pubs disrupted; cricket delayed.

B

ut, out of this extraordinary year
and dreadful pandemic, signs are
that things are stirring. The Parish
Council is now holding meetings by videoconference as Cholesbury and St Leonards
halls stay closed until the New Year. By the
same modern technology, the Local History
Group is to hold its monthly meetings,
beginning in October.
There’s no sight more evocative of an
English summer than village cricket. Our
local players have been waiting patiently
and have just been given the go-ahead to
resume (with certain restrictions of course)
at the end of July. Some year groups have
also just been allowed back to our school –
hopefully with the same enthusiasm as the
cricketers!
The Full Moon pub, maintaining a
welcome service in the face of adversity, has
been able to provide a takeaway service
with many customers using its garden or
paddock or, if the weather intervenes, its
marquee. Other patrons have chosen to
picnic on the common opposite.

Front cover
A Commons summer
study in blue…
Hilltop News

Sniffing out rare flowers on the Common – see
the H&CCPS report...

The Hilltop Villages Volunteer Group has,
since March, been supporting self-isolating
residents. Huge thanks go to all volunteers
who have made themselves available to
help those in most need.
And, as you will have noticed, Hilltop
News is back in print after the previous
two issues were forced to go out online
only. Full reports from our churches, school,
clubs, pubs, councils and societies inside this
issue…
Also in this issue:
• A closer study of the Cholesbury Camp
• Fond memories and sad demise of
a local pub
• Gwen Surridge and Rodney Culverhouse
remembered
• Sewing scrubs for the needy
… Plus our regular features…
Chris Brown looks at the habits of three of
our local butterflies.
Our Curvaceous Cook serves up her
favourite bread.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
With the restrictions on holding placedbased meetings still in place, the Council
has continued with meetings by videoconference. As both the halls in Cholesbury
and St Leonards are expected to remain
unavailable until at least the New Year,
meetings will continue to be held this way.
If residents wish to ‘attend’ a meeting they
should contact the parish clerk.

I

mportant matters before the Council
at present include dealing with
significant planning issues and pressing
Buckinghamshire Council to address some
long-outstanding flooding and road
maintenance problems.
Following an advert for a parish
councillor to be co-opted a while ago,
a vacancy still remains. Please contact
the Chairman if you are interested in
contributing your skills and enthusiasm for
the benefit of your community.

The Council has continued to work
alongside the Hilltop Villages Churches and
Good Neighbours Group to provide those
residents needing support via the Hilltop
Villages Volunteers. Please read the update
later in this edition of Hilltop News.
Each year the Council is required to
publish certain documents relating to the
previous financial year. Normally, these
reports are posted on notice boards and
the Council’s website. Up to the present
the Council has been advised to cease using
noticeboards for agendas and minutes, etc.
We are currently waiting for advice as to
when we can start using them again.
One pleasing sight during these difficult
times has been allotment holders tending
their plots at Springhall Hill. Why not join
them by taking up a vacant plot? Contact
the Parish Clerk if you are interested.
Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk,
07769 698652.
Email: parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Your councillors are:
Chris Brown (Chairman): 758890

Turpin’s Charity

Bill Ingram (Vice-Chairman): 758258

The charity, founded in 1736, sold
a parcel of land some years ago to
provide an annual income to enable the
trustees to fulfil its objects. They can be
summarised as helping those in need in
the civil parishes of Aston Clinton and
Cholesbury cum St Leonards.
Full details can be seen on our
website turpinscharity.org.uk which
also contains a grant application form.
Applications may be made on behalf
of someone else with their consent and
each application is given very careful
consideration by the trustees.

Diane Brackley: 01296 625081

Nigel Blomfield: 758314
Philip Matthews: 758205
Francis Sanger: 758767

A

s your local
Councillors,
Jane
MacBean and I
have been out in
the Parish with
Transport for
Buckinghamshire,
resolving issues with
flooding at Swan
Lane/Jenkins Lane
and Dorriens Farm. It
has been frustrating
that in neither case was remedial work
successful and we have arranged a further
on-site visit to find a solution. We have
been in touch with many residents over
concerns in Buckland Common and have
had complaints about speeding vehicles
during the lockdown in Hawridge. We are
hoping that repairs in mid-July to Swan
Lane, following heavy winter rain and mud,
will be successful.
On 9 July Chiltern Hills Academy in
Chesham received planning permission to
expand the school up to 1350 students.
Permission was also given for eight
temporary classrooms to provide extra
school places and to allow the demolition
and replacement of existing classrooms.
Jane and I were successful in asking for a
new school crossing to make Chartridge
Lane safer, particularly at its busiest in the
mornings. CHA has the highest percentage
of young people walking to school, almost
73%, which is commendable. It is judged
to be Good by Ofsted and has continuously
improved academic standards.

in need of regeneration, bringing new
jobs into the area and we will develop the
Chesham Town Team to drive that forward.
Other action groups will look at improving
communication with HS2, community
resilience, protecting the environment and
improving public health. The latest public
health report shows that Chesham has one
of the highest levels of loneliness for the
65+ in Bucks.
I would again commend the Parish
Council and everyone who has looked
after their neighbours during the Covid
crisis. 48% of people in the UK say they
have cared for people who were shielding
and we hope that this neighbourliness will
continue. The priority at the moment is
to prevent a second spike: it would much
harder to bear in the winter.
Please let me know if I can speak to
Council officers on your behalf.
Please note my new email address:
Patricia.Birchley@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
07714 704017
Tricia Birchley
County Councillor

Prior to the first meeting of Chesham
Community Board on 14 July, we held a
Village Forum to ensure that the views and
needs of the rural community are at the
heart of what we do. Chesham is very much

If I can be of assistance please give me a
call … John Allen, 758095
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Hawridge and Cholesbury C of E School

Hello, I’m Rob and I’m replacing James
as Hawridge and Cholesbury School
correspondent for Hilltop News. And what
a time to be taking over. Can anyone
remember March?

T

hinking that lockdown could never
actually happen? Hoping schools
could never close? How daunting
was the idea of home schooling? I have a
daughter in Reception and the first month
can be summarised by trying to make
trampolining educational, because a child is
going to bounce whether we want them to
or not. Tricking our daughter into thinking
she was having fun while trying to educate
her became Lockdown 101. Although it is
possible she is tricking us into thinking we
are educating her, while she’s just having
fun!
By now, the unseasonably warm April
is a distant memory and we’re edging
towards whatever normal will be. And it’s
tempting to think ‘we did it - we parents
are amazing’.
But we didn’t do it alone. Not by a long,
ahem, chalk. Teachers have worked through
the pandemic supporting Key Workers’
children. Using their expertise, they’ve
supported parents by setting tasks, doing
regular Zoom calls with the children and
pointing us towards online educational
6

tools, such as eSchool Academy, and
activities, like the Wildlife Trust’s nature
challenge and Battle of the Books. For me,
this meant I didn’t have to know everything
about ‘phonics’ - a relief because we didn’t
have ‘phonics’ when I was at school.
The biggest development since James’s
last article is that some children are back at
school. After some debate, it was decided
that schools would reopen for specific
years using ‘bubbles’, which means more
hard work for school staff. My daughter’s
class is split into two - one bubble goes
in early week, Wednesday is deep clean,
the rest go in at the end of the week.
The children have their own desks, with
their own stationery, picnic blankets, etc
so that chances of infection are kept to a
minimum. It is quite an operation and I, for
one, would like to thank everyone at the
school who has made it happen because
my daughter is delighted to be back seeing
friends, getting out and about and enjoying
the attention that only teachers and
support staff can give. So, thank you.
Here are some of the activities pupils
have been able to enjoy in the great
outdoors because, if nothing else, this
pandemic has reminded us how lucky we
are to live in the countryside. There’s been
pond dipping, creating amazing nature
puzzles and engaging in wonderful project
work, including growing beans, which are
now ready to harvest. Plus, a big thank you
to Graham, the school’s pond and Forest
School volunteer, for ensuring the pond is
primed for dipping.
Of course, sending your children back to
school in such worrying times is a difficult
decision - a very personal assessment
often based on complex and personal
considerations. Whatever people decided,
everyone deserves respect for getting their
children through this time as happily and
healthily as possible.
Rob Scott
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Local History 
Group

F

or the first and
hopefully only time
in the history of
the Local History Group,
members will not be
meeting in a village hall in October. Instead
the programme for at least the autumn
period will take place via video-conference.
It is our hope that from January it will be
possible to hold all of our five meetings
at St Leonards Parish Hall or Cholesbury
Village Hall.
These are the three meetings we have
organised to be presented by videoconference.
On Friday 9 October starting at 7.30pm…
BEER, SAUSAGES & MARMALADE - Food,
drink, politics and tourism in 19th century
Oxford.
Our speaker, Liz Whooley, was due to
give this talk last April so we have invited
her to launch our new season. Liz is an
Oxford local historian specialising in aspects
of the history of the ‘town’ and is an
experienced speaker, guide, and writer.
In the nineteenth century Oxford
became well-known for its ‘Celebrated
Oxford Sausages’ and for Frank Cooper’s
‘Oxford Marmalade’. These went hand-inhand with the city’s growing importance as
a tourist destination. Brewing, baking and
the grocery trades were also expanding
and the families which controlled these
businesses had a powerful influence over
Oxford’s economic, social and political
life. This talk examines the fascinating
relationship between food production,
tourism and politics in the city.
On Friday 6 November starting at
7.30pm SOLDIERS, SAINTS AND SINNERS:
OXFORDSHIRE - Characters from the British
Civil War 1642-51.
Our speaker, Stephen Barker, is an
independent Heritage Advisor who designs
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exhibitions for museums and universities.
He delivers presentations and tours related
to the First World War and British Civil
Wars. He is a Trustee of the Bucks Military
Museum Trust, the Old Gaol, Buckingham.
Oxfordshire played a significant part
in the First Civil War – Oxford became the
Royalist capital in late 1642 and the county
was on the frontline with parliamentary
Buckinghamshire. This participation has
left a legacy of wonderful stories and
fascinating characters, many associated
with local Oxfordshire communities. The
talk is fully illustrated, is replete with
anecdotes, character studies and tales of
derring do!
Looking ahead
On Friday 4 December at 7.30 our talk is
LIBERTY: The Bucks man, the London shop,
the global style. The speaker, Will Phillips, is
Curator at the Bucks County Museum.
Further details will be provided in the
next edition of Hilltop News.
The subscription for Membership of the
Local History Group for 2020-21 is £10, for
which you can attend all eight meetings
from October 2020 to May 2021, receive
the annual Newsletter and invites to LHG
outings.
To attend any of these meetings and for
further information please phone 758890
or email localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com
Chris Brown
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CHOLesbury cum St 
LEONARDS HORT SOC

effective solution has been myxomatosis
which we have had twice. It’s horrible to
deal with. Until it arrives again, we shall
continue to trap and shoot and protect the
plants.

Sadly the Annual Show has had to be
cancelled as, due to the current pandemic,
a suitable venue cannot be found.
However…
‘To plant a garden is to believe in
tomorrow ‘(Audrey Hepburn) and I am
sure that the show will return in 2021
bigger and better than ever. I had originally
planned to concentrate on the new
arrangements: never mind.

A

s I write this, lockdown is easing in
this country but being re-imposed
in various parts of the world. I know
a lot of us have found solace in gardening
and hopefully will do so for years to come.
Strange as it may seem, now is the last
chance to sow seeds for over-winter crops
of salad leaves, etc. The issue is not warmth
but light and by the end of July the day
light will be an hour less than it was on
1st July. Any winter crops need to be well
established by early October.
We have harvested spring greens, potatoes,
French beans, Pak choi, spinach, broad
beans and peas. The courgettes are almost
ready and the runner beans will soon
follow. The house is filled with sweet peas
which I cut on a two-day rota. It is vital that
you do not allow them to go to seed or
they will stop flowering. In one magazine
(rather old it must be admitted) that I read
to prepare for this, Monty Don suggested
every 8 days – far too long between
pickings in my humble opinion. With
regular cutting, water and feed, they will
go on until late September.
It is also not too late to sow biennials like
sweet williams, wallflowers, and foxgloves
for flowering next year.  It’s last chance too
for pelargonium, salvia, penstemon and
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osteospermum cuttings. Many of these will
over winter, particularly if brought indoors
into a greenhouse or frost-free window
sill, but better still to have some fresh new
plants in reserve.
Collect cuttings in a plastic bag, trim to
just below a leaf joint about 2 inches long,
dip in organic rooting compound (not
essential) and place around the edge of a
3-inch pot. Water well and cover with the
bag you have just used for the cuttings.
This keeps the moisture in.  Inspect the
bottom of the pot regularly and when roots
appear remove the bag and allow to grow
on for another week (I do this to get them
accustomed to not having the protection
of the bag). Then pot on singly and keep in
a warm spot until well established. Again
they need to be established by October.
Believing in tomorrow involves planning for
tomorrow as well!

My dahlias, which I have planted in large
pots at the front door (sadly only seen by
us this year) are doing well. They need a lot
of water so the recent rain has been more
than welcome. They are also providing a
good example of the value of ants! Blackfly
seems to have been more prevalent this
year and is unsightly. Control is difficult
and I prefer not to use chemicals so I was
pleased to see that the infestation on the
dahlias was covered in ants munching their
way through the blackfly and in some
areas, they have been cleared out. I shall
certainly be monitoring this.
Dahlias were very out of fashion until
a few years ago, mainly confined to
specialist growers, grown in straight rows
with sturdy stakes. The introductions of
the dark leaved varieties such as ‘Bishop
of Llandaff’ changed all this. There are
probably hundreds of different dahlias of

all sizes and shapes - there is even a tree
dahlia. Once in flower they will keep going
until cut down by the frost, which does not
kill them. Either mulch well or (and I prefer
this) lift them and store in a cool frost-free
dry spot, but don’t let the
tubers dry out)
Whatever your garden size
or, indeed, however you
are gardening, the key is
to take time to enjoy the
results of your labours,
whether sitting in your
garden, eating the
produce or enjoying
a socially distanced
visit. I have
noticed doing the
prescription round
that many of you
have obviously been
working hard. Big pat on
the back for everyone.
Happy gardening,
Sarah Tricks

It is definitely worth making notes for next
year. Where do you need more bulbs (and
I don’t just mean daffodils and tulips)? You
can never have too many alliums. Where
has become congested? Sometimes a
savage approach is required. I am looking
out of the window on a chicken wire
fenced area where I have just cleared
a rather rampant pink geranium and
replanted. Why the chicken wire? Rabbits
seem to be my major issue, especially
with young plants. Our rabbit problem
is definitely cyclical and sadly the only
Hilltop News
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can be done in your own time. If this is
something you could do please get in touch
lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk (758 440).

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY COMMONS
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Challenging times
We have been having unprecedented
numbers of visitors to the Commons in
these challenging times and my thanks to
all who have helped to keep the Commons
as a welcoming haven whilst the Villages
cope with the additional parking and the
Commons with extra litter.
Unfortunately, we have had to put up
a number of temporary signs to let visitors
know what is/is not expected or permitted.
In general we have been fortunate that
most people have been considerate and
have largely complied with the Bye-Laws
though the absence of loos has made it
difficult for some and I know that some
of our valiant volunteer litter pickers have
had to deal with unpleasant bits of litter.
Why anyone would leave a dirty disposable
nappy or used toilet paper for someone
else to clear up defies belief!
Full Moon and Cricket
Overall, it has been good to be able to
support the Full Moon when they were only
able to provide takeaway service and many
of their customers chose to picnic on the
Common opposite. When this crisis is finally
over and so many businesses are under
threat, we do want to have viable pubs in
the Villages. It is also good to hear that some
10

recreational cricket is now taking place, that
League games will start on 18 July and that
the colts are now able to practise with the
bar open for the parents. Some welcome
signs of normal summer activity!

Pallett’s Pond and the Dew Pond
Isobel and David Dennis have been
monitoring both ponds and carrying out
clearing work where necessary. Fortunately,
the clay seal on Pallett’s Pond is continuing
to hold and the water level remains high.
We may have to have James remove some
of the Sweetgrass, Reedmace and New
Zealand Pigmy Weed mechanically again
in the autumn. If left too long the plant
roots could break the seal and cause further
problems with leakage. Unfortunately,
NZPW, which was sold as a decorative
plant for domestic ponds, is now rampant
throughout the country, including in the
Lake District and it is causing significant
problems everywhere.
Margaret Johnson has continued to help
clear some of the brambles from the Dew
Pond and David rescued some of the

tadpoles before it got too dry. Hopefully,
some of them will have survived! More
clearing work in and around the Dew Pond
is envisaged for next year.
Amphibian surveys
Lizzie Every is planning to carry out some
surveys on both ponds. Pallett’s Pond had a
healthy number of newts, frogs and toads
but the increased number of fish and the
cover of weed may have altered that and
the dry spring meant that the Dew Pond
dried out earlier than usual which may
have affected the numbers there. Because
of lockdown Lizzie wasn’t able to carry
out surveys between March and June
which are the best times to track the adult
amphibians, but maybe next year?
Other species surveys
Lizzie is also hoping to carry out small
mammal surveys during the summer months
if we are able to get some suitable traps.

Work on the Commons
Meantime, work on the Commons goes
on as usual and our thanks to everyone
involved. James Jolliffe has completed
the initial bracken topping, cleared the
vision splays at road junctions as well as
cutting the rides and wider paths and
clearing a fallen cherry tree on the ride
by Braziers End and a couple of ash trees
near Bowmore Farm, one on the top ride
and another by Cherry Orchards. Janet and
Peter Hopkinson have also been clearing
various fallen branches and Janet and Nick
Brown have been strimming the narrow
paths with our wheeled strimmer.
Volunteers wanted! It would be good to
have one or two additional volunteers
to help with these little paths. The work
isn’t too onerous (I understand!) and it
Hilltop News
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Moths
David Dennis and Peter Bygate have now
recorded an amazing 263 species of moths
on the Commons including 29 newly seen
this year. They trapped at the far end of
Cholesbury Common for the first time
recently and have found some different
species from the usual sites at Flint Cottage,
Mermaid Cottage, Hawridge Court Farm
and Braziers End. Do take a look at
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org to
see what an amazing variety of moths there
are around us.

This tiny moth has a longer name than you
could possibly fit onto its entire wingspan
(about 18mm). It is the Small Fan-footed Wave
and it turned up in a trap at Isobel Clark’s home
one night.

Heather and harebells
So far, there is no evidence of new heather
germinating where the seed was sown in
the spring, but the dry weather may have
kept the seed dormant for now. So we
will have to wait until later to judge how
successful this project has been. However,
a very few rare and special harebells have
reappeared where they were last year
down Horseblock Lane on the Middle Path
below the heathers.

Cards and Calendar
I am able to sell our very popular cards very
safely so please get in touch if you have
run out (£1.25 each or 5 for £5) and of
course it is time to submit any good photos
for next year’s Hilltop Villages Calendar.
Can you please send any suitable photos
of local creatures, people, activities or
scenes to lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk by
mid-September? Contenders for the main
months need to be taken on a camera but
photos taken on your mobile phone or
iPad are welcome for smaller inserts. Please
remember that we would like to have a
section highlighting those people who have
kept us going throughout this crisis.
Subscriptions
If you haven’t yet paid your subs for the
year (£10 individual membership or £20
per family) you can pay by bank transfer
to Hawridge and Cholesbury Common
Preservation Society (Barclay’s Bank can’t
get their heads around the fact that there
are two Commons!)
Account Number: 50458015
Sort Code: 20  02  06
Reference: SUBS + Payer’s name
or you can pay by PayPal via the
website hawridgeandcholesburycommons.
org. You don’t have to be signed up to
PayPal to do this.
Alternatively, you can send a cheque or cash
to our treasurer:
Philip Prettejohn, Barncroft, Hawridge,
Chesham, Bucks HP5 2UG
Stay safe and enjoy the Commons!
Lindsay Griffin

Winter working parties
We are unclear how the working parties
will operate as the distancing rules are in
place but will sort out what is practicable.
12
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
CRICKET CLUB
At last: we’re
going to play some
cricket! We found
out in the second
week of July, a
few days after the
humble cricket ball
had been named as
a ‘vector of disease’
in the House of
Commons, that recreational cricket could in
fact return to the Common.

T

here is still a degree of uncertainty
about who we will play and how. The
decision to allow cricket to return
came almost exactly halfway through the
season, so the club should be able to play
all eight of its opponents in Division Two of
the Mid Bucks League on a Saturday. But
there will be no relegation nor promotion
and clubs won’t be penalised if they can’t
raise a side. Our Sunday friendly fixtures,
which have been highly prized by visiting
teams, are being reinstated and almost all
of the clubs who wanted to play on the
Common when the fixture list was drawn
up last winter, will be able to do so.
For our cricket club, the new normal
will involve significant changes to our
game. Everyone visiting the ground on a
match day will need to hand over their
details in case someone later falls ill. Rather
like when we were kids and our parents
dropped us off at junior matches, players
will arrive changed and not use the dressing
rooms. There will be no teas – which will be
hugely disappointing for away sides who
have always relished the slap-up feed they
get in our pavilion.
14

On the pitch, new lines will be marked
running down the side of the wicket to
keep batters and bowlers two meters away
from each other. Wicket-keepers and slip
fielders can enjoy the dispensation of being
‘one meter plus’ from another player, so
the opportunity for a cheeky stumping or a
diving nick to be caught still remain.
But every twenty minutes we will stop to
sanitise our hands and clean the ball with a
wipe. The tradition of shining the ball with
sweat or saliva has been abandoned and
after it has been bowled, it must be thrown
straight back to the bowler and not ferried
via the usual ring of fielders who might
give it a polish on the way.
It will take a while to get used to all
these things, but playing a modified game
is a hundred times better than not playing
at all. There is great excitement on the
club chat forums about getting back out
to the middle. New kit has been bought
and the speed dial on our bowling machine
has been cranked up as players practise
either a beautiful straight drive or a smear
over mid-wicket. Whichever comes more
naturally.

Hilltop News

Not for the first time, our younger
players have been leading the way. For the
past month, the most obvious sign of our
rehabilitation has been the sight of the
colts training on the ground on a Friday
evening. To begin with, their enterprising
coach had to work out drills which involved
them not touching any other cricket ball
but the one they had been given at the
start of the session: not easy when you’re
working on your fielding. But as the various
restrictions have eased it has become easier
and this week the club is hoping to stage a
Colts’ inter-club game.
One of the reasons why we’re excited
about playing again is that we do not
have a mad panic to get the ground ready.
I have written about this previously, but
there has been an impressively strong
volunteering ethic at the club since
lockdown and our pitch, as you may have
noticed, is in magnificent condition. Inside
the clubhouse, other volunteers have
redecorated and the pavilion is certainly a
bright and welcoming place. Beer has been
delivered and the bar pumps are back on.
Hilltop News

This is all great for those of us who know
the club well but we are determined too
that Hawridge & Cholesbury CC should be a
place where anyone from round and about
will get a friendly hello. So please come
by, stay to watch on a weekend afternoon
and if the fancy takes you, get yourself
something from the bar. You really are most
welcome.
Simon Lister
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

Our WI Life magazine arrived with
a bright cover featuring an open gate
leading to a garden path and a blue sky
filled with colourful balloons. Inside there
was news that after the postponement of
the Annual Meeting, due to have been held
at the Royal Albert Hall in June, the event
has been re-scheduled at the same venue
but on the earlier date of Monday 19 April
2021.
There was also news that, after
consultation with the federations, there is
to be a three-month extension to this year’s
membership subscription - the renewal date
will now be April 2021 and this will become
the renewal date for future years too.
The NFWI Board of Trustees also
had to make a decision about the 2020
Resolutions, normally voted on at the
Annual Meeting. Two resolutions had
attracted a clear majority and were due to
be discussed. These will now be adopted
by the WI. They are: first, a call to increase
potential stem cell donor registration
and second, to call on the Government to
protect victims of modern slavery and to
deliver longer term support to help victims
rebuild their lives. There will be information
on the NFWI website for members to learn
more, especially as face-to-face meetings
continue to be a challenge.

The July Neighbourhood
Watch Newsletter gave
the results of short
surveys undertaken
every two weeks during
lockdown, where people
were asked their perceptions on whether
crime had gone up, down or stayed the
same over the previous two weeks. Initially
reports were that crime (home burglaries
and personal crime on streets) had
decreased but fraud, car crime and theft
outside of the home had increased.
As time passed, antisocial behaviour
became a growing problem, with drugtaking and dealing becoming more obvious
and the relaxation of lockdown restrictions
increased concerns about antisocial
behaviour, such as litter and fires from
barbeques in the countryside and noise
nuisance from neighbours, together with
growing concerns about domestic and child
abuse. Bike theft increased as more people
took to riding bikes for environmental and
exercise reasons.
The most recent survey showed that noone felt that crime rates had gone down.
There is also news that opportunist
thieves see sheds as easy pickings because
they are often unprotected, lack basic
security measures and contain property that
can be sold on or implements that can be
used to force entry into the owner’s home.
A burglary prevention campaign is
planned to be launched at the end of July
into early August focusing on some simple
steps to keep homes safe and highlighted
by the acronym WIDE: Window locks;
Interior lights on timer; Doors fitted with
double or deadbolts; Exterior lights on a
sensor.
Shirley Blomfield (758314)
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Spiritual reading
It is hard to know, when writing, what
things will be like when reading! Any
guidance or suggestions I might offer
will no doubt be out of date, if not
plain wrong, by the time you read my
words. Uncertainty really is the new
normal, if nothing else is. Where do we
look for real, lasting guidance?

I

wonder if you have ever read specifically
spiritual literature to help you get a
handle on yourselves, the world around
you and the times we live in? If you have
you will no doubt have your favourite
authors, to whom you turn in times of
trouble or when the spirit feels restless. If
you haven’t, perhaps it is a practice which I
can commend to you this Summer? There is
a wealth of spiritual literature published for
every taste, type of character and quality of
human need.
There are some classics that have stood
the test of time. Many people have found
the writings of St Teresa of Avila and St
John of the Cross to be very helpful. In The
Interior Castle Teresa takes us on a mystical
journey through seven dwellings which
we approach God. Dante’s The Divine
Comedy is a poetic odyssey that, with
the right translation, can be a joy to
read. Dorothy L Sayers wrote a well-known
translation in the 1950s, but why not try
raconteur Clive James’ 2013 version?
Julian of Norwich was, despite the
name, a female mediaeval anchorite that’s someone who took social distancing
to an extreme by locking themselves in a
cell - the better to contemplate the divine.
Her Revelations of Divine Love was the
first English book we know of written by
a woman. It contains the famous line, “All
18
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shall be well, and all shall be well, and all
manner of thing shall be well”.
There is plenty of contemporary spiritual
writing to choose from as well. Richard
Rohr is a Franciscan monk who has written
widely and cogently. One of his bestknown books is Everything Belongs: The
Gift of Contemplative Prayer. For anyone
who struggles—as many have done these
last few months—with contemplation, or
wonder how to pray, this is a great place
to start. Look at the website www.cac.org,
the Centre for Action and Contemplation to
find out more.
Other authors worth searching out
include Pete Greig (and his book How to
Pray), and Rowan Williams (surprisingly
readable—start with Silence and Honey
Cakes). And do check out the writing of
the new Archbishop of York, Stephen
Cottrell. His book Travelling Well is a
good one for anyone feeling a bit lost or
overwhelmed.
One of my own favourites is the
American Thomas Merton. We were
hoping to travel to the part of the French
countryside where he was born this
summer. Alas, it is not to be, but these
authors and others like them can take you
on a journey from Spain to Italy to Norwich,
on pilgrimage with the desert fathers and
then in company with an Archbishop—
amongst many other places!

Deiniol Heywood, Area Dean
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Church matters
CHOLESBURY

W

e have
decided
that the
Churches’ Fete will
not be held this
year in view of the
continuing risk of
Covid. We hesitated
in the forlorn hope that the situation would
ease but there is too much uncertainty. This
is most disappointing as the Fete has been
a major event in the Villages’ calendar over
many years. It is also important for fund
raising and, following the cancelling of the
Quiz and the Cream Teas, both Cholesbury
and Hawridge churches will be in deficit.
We have sold plants to raise funds. We
also hope to have other fund-raising events
later in the year. Nevertheless, if anyone can
help compensate this shortfall by making a
donation to either of the churches’ accounts
then it would be most appreciated. Our
bank details are: name: Cholesbury PCC, sort
code: 30 9191, A/c No.: 00040749.
We are delighted that a wedding will
take place on 25 July but guests will be
socially distanced and singing is forbidden.
We live in strange times. We are reviewing
the return to regular worship under C of E
guidance.
The previous Hilltop News reported the
scheme to make patchwork blankets for
charity in a project led by the Framework
Knitters Livery.The work involves knitting,
sewing and crocheting and no doubt this is
pleasantly therapeutic during the Lockdown
– while creating a useful product. Over 300
volunteers from Halifax to Kent are involved
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and 26 blankets have been completed to
date. There are two sizes requiring either
70 or 108 squares and you can imagine how
much work has been done. Congratulations
to Liz Green and twenty local volunteers,
recruited through Grapevine, who have
made a notable contribution.
In June I reported on a Charity set up
to aid the poor of Cholesbury and it was
named the Unknown Donor’s charity. We
had another charity and this had two names
as it was either Cheyne’s or Weedon’s
Charity. Cheyne provided the asset and
Weedon set up the charity. It dates from
1581 in the reign of Queen Elizabeth I and
property in Chesham was the source of an
income of £2 annually. A document of 1832
states that payments are for: ‘poor people
dwelling in the villages of Chesham Bois
and Cholesbury as were good and godly
in living and most need of relief’. Why
these villages were grouped together is not
known but, as usual, Cholesbury was the
smaller party and in 1921 it was stated that:
‘The inhabitants of Chesham Bois largely
outnumber those of Cholesbury’ and the
Charity’s governing body had four Chesham
Bois representatives and only one from
Cholesbury. In 1921 the income was still £2
annually but the asset had been converted
to £80 Consols. The last document to hand is
dated 1988 and refers to a cheque of £2.50
which is Cholesbury’s share for 1985,1986
and part of 1987 and the author of the
letter observes that it is a pity that the
benefit is so small compared to the original
gift!
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HAWRIDGE

T

he law forbidding
Churches from
opening has
now been relaxed,
but opening a Church remains subject
to detailed rules and constraints and the
Hawridge PCC have sadly decided not
to resume regular public worship in the
near future. The matter obviously will
be kept under review and resumption of
services will take place as soon as it is felt
safe and practicable to do so. Even so, we
are looking forward to a wedding being
celebrated in St Mary’s in early September.
We pray that all parishioners have
remained and will continue to stay safe and
send our best wishes to those who have not
been well (even if not with Covid) including
Joan and Margaret Walton and Eileen
Leaver.
Many of you will have taken part in the
Champagne Cream Tea raffle, organised as
a substitute for the real Cream Teas that
were to have been held in May. Thanks
to all participating in the raffle for your
support and participation and we were
delighted that Christine Stott was the
winner. This raised a good sum and over
£820 will be shared jointly with Cholesbury
Village Hall. Our thanks to Janet Hopkinson
for organising this and to Emma and Neil
Clifford for offering to host the tea.
The continuing constraints also mean
that the annual Churches’ Fete we share
with Cholesbury will not take place. It is
sad for us all to miss the usual jollities on
the Common at August Bank Holiday and
the Hon Treasurer is distressed that this, the
largest fund-raising event for the Church in
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the year, will not occur. Another fundraising
event is already in gestation, so watch out
for announcements.
Of course, there does not need to be
a reason to give to support our Church,
maintain the building and tend to the
Churchyard and, as Cholesbury writes, if
anyone can help toward the shortfall in
our income this year by making a donation
to either church, then it would be most
appreciated. A bank transfer can be made
(with your name as reference, please, so
that we can acknowledge your generosity)
to St Mary’s account: name: Hawridge PCC,
sort code: 30-91-91, A/c No.: 00073868.
There have been some teething
problems this season with the grass cutting
in the Churchyard, but a new team will
soon be taking on the maintenance and we
are hopeful that these issues are behind
us. Those who have visited will also notice
the excellent job that Fred Baxter has done
funding, replacing and painting some of
the fencing, again with financial assistance
from the Cliffords. Thank you indeed.
St Mary’s will again participate in Ride +
Stride on 12 September, an event organised
by Bucks Historic Churches Trust and you
can see details of the event and of the
photo competition at https://bucks-historicchurches.org/ride-stride/.

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions
01442 890184
07909 542149
annmalvern@sky.com
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ST LEONARDS

O

ur church is
sadly not
able to be
opened at present
but you are welcome
to spend some time in private prayer in
the churchyard. Please just walk round to
the front of the church to find a quiet spot
where you can sit in peace. As soon as we
are in a position to resume more normal
church access and services we will let you
know.
However on 23 August at 9.00 am we
are holding a Breakfast Packed Picnic
outside! We may not be able to use the
Church Room for catering, and social
distancing would present a problem, but
outside - let’s go for it! Please bring your
own breakfast (and an umbrella in case
of rain) including coffee, fruit juice, mugs,
glasses and plates. Importantly, we’re
even allowed to sing if we’re outside! The
guidelines are changing all the time and we
will update you on Grapevine and by email.
So do come and join us after what has been
a long and difficult few months. It will be a
very special service and we look forward to
seeing you!
Meanwhile you can find out more
about St Leonards online at https://www.
achurchnearyou.com/church/6002/  or you
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can email churchall4@gmail.com and you
will get an immediate reply.
The Tea Parties are still temporarily
suspended and we look forward to seeing
you all again soon – particularly if you have
been self-isolating. Again, we will let you
know.
The Wedding of Hayley Anderson and
David Atmore due to be held on 4 April was
cancelled due to Lockdown. It was a huge
disappointment for the young couple but
we’re delighted to say it is re-booked for 27
September!
As mentioned in the June/July
edition, you will find tributes to Rodney
Culverhouse and Gwen Surridge included
in this issue. Both were much respected
members of our community.
Don’t forget that should you need either
shopping or a prescription collecting or
indeed if you would just enjoy a friendly
chat please do call (freephone) 0845 8 735
737. This is the number for the Hilltop
Village Support Team.

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

23

Rodney Culverhouse
1937-2020
…remembered by his younger brother
Jonathan

I

t seems like only yesterday I had a call
from Rod. In fact it was early April,
during that heatwave and just after
Lockdown. He said he was in the queue at
Waitrose in Chesham, did I want anything?
A typical Rod gesture, thoughtful, kind and
caring. It was the last time I spoke to him. A
few days later he was gone.
None of us who knew him so well could
believe it. Even at 82 we thought he was
one of the fittest people around, always
out on his bike along the back roads of St
Leonards, Cholesbury, Bellingdon and The
Vale. We thought he would outlast us all.
Then, on a beautifully sunny Sunday
afternoon just before Easter he took what
turned out to be his final ride. Heading
along Chesham Vale he suffered a cardiac
arrest and was found by a passing motorist
who administered CPR until paramedics
took over. Rodney was rushed to the John
Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford where he died
on 17 April.
Sadly, due to Lockdown, only his wife
Merrilee and two of their three sons could
attend the short Graveside Service at St
Leonard’s Church when he was buried
alongside his mother, father and sister
Patsy. Hopefully his extended family
and friends will be able to say a proper
goodbye at a Memorial Service when
circumstances permit. We may need to hold
several because, when news of his death
was posted on social media, there were
nearly 2000 messages of kind words and
condolences!
Rod, or to give him his full name, Rodney
Edwards Culverhouse, was the fourth child
and second son of Edward John and Elfreda
Culverhouse. He grew up in Bellingdon with
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an elder brother Michael and two sisters
Patsy and Susan. He was later joined by two
younger brothers, myself and Bernard. As
some readers will know, our dad (or Pop
as we always called him) was headmaster
of St. Leonards Church of England Primary
School where we were all pupils.
After secondary school in Chesham,
Rod went to Amersham College and then
volunteered for the obligatory National
Service. Being very sporty he joined the
RAF gymnastics team and travelled all over
the country taking part in display shows.
As a non-sporty person I was always very
impressed by his athletic prowess, especially
when he told me his pulse rate was only 48!
After National Service Rod went to
teacher training college at Newlands Park
in Chalfont St. Peter before taking up a
teaching post at the old Germain Street
School, later Cestreham School. It was at
those schools he taught general subjects,
PE being his favourite, to the many boys
who remember him so fondly today. He
encouraged them to be the best they could
be with a great deal of humour, not to
mention the odd bit of discipline!
In 1962 his sister Susan (older by 20
months) returned from nursing in Australia
with a friend. Her name was Merrilee
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Fairman and a couple of years later, in 1964,
Rod married her at St Leonards Church.
Rod and Merrilee were blessed with three
sons, Conrad, Rohan and Dougal and five
grandchildren, who called him ‘Nit Not’
as he didn’t like to think of himself old
enough to have grandchildren and being
called ‘Grandpa’ aged him!
In the early 1970s he opened ‘Sport of
Chesham’ as a small concession in Brandons
Department Store in the Broadway. He
ran this (with staff) while also teaching
and then in 1986 he opened Fast Break,
his popular Sports Shop in Chesham High
Street.
We didn’t speak that often but growing
up with someone over the course of 74
years we didn’t need to. We knew all the
stories and when we did speak it was
usually on the latest news of our favourite
football team Arsenal or how good or bad
business was at Fast Break!
I’m not sure how he came to be an
Arsenal fan but I shall always remember
him taking me to see my first ever game at
the old Highbury Stadium in 1957. Football
and cycling were his two great loves. As
youngsters we were full of admiration
when he completed marathon journeys,
riding hundreds of miles to Yorkshire and
Cornwall on his trusty and treasured Claud
Butler.
Although not particularly religious, Rod
was quite spiritual and became a regular
church-goer, both at St Leonards and at The
Lee. He also enjoyed classical music and
would often go the Royal Festival Hall to
enjoy a concert.
During the 50 years running his sports
shop and also helping to develop the
Chesham Chamber of Commerce, the
Christmas late night shopping event and
supporting numerous community causes
and charities, Rod became a local celebrity!
His proudest moment came only a couple
of years ago when he was awarded the
Freedom of the Town of Chesham for
services to the community.
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His family has been overwhelmed with
tributes and stories about him: all of which
mention his kindness, generosity and
wicked sense of humour. One enduring
‘Rod’ story (there are many!) and a
favourite of us all, is the time a family
friend saw him leaving Darvell’s in Chesham
High Street with a bun which he dropped
into the instrument case of a busker outside
his shop…
‘Morning Rod,’ said the friend, ‘I think
he’d probably prefer the money!’
‘Ah yes’ replied Rod ‘but he’ll have to
stop playing to eat the bun!’
I get an almost daily reminder of him
whenever I’m caught in a queue of traffic.
Up ahead there is a flash of green lycra. It
looks like Rod but he had calves the size of
tree trunks - when I get nearer I see only a
pair of whip-thin willows!
(We shall miss Rodney at St. Leonards – he
was liked and respected. Our thoughts
are with Merrilee, their sons and extended
family).
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Beacons of the past
Chilterns hillforts and LiDAR at Cholesbury

As seasons have passed, year on year, age
on age, so generations of people living
and working in the Chilterns have left
their mark in the landscape: from the first
farmers and monument builders of the
Neolithic age, through to the Romans and
the Normans, to the bodgers and even the
Tommies of WWI. All have written their
story in the Chilterns landscape.

T

hese stories are being investigated
by the National Lottery HeritageFunded project ‘Beacons of the Past,’
based at the Chilterns Conservation Board.
Having started in April 2018, this 3.5-

year project aims to find out more about
the archaeology of the Chilterns and in
particular the remains of the Iron Age (c800
BC – AD 43), including the huge earthworks
they left behind, known as hillforts.
Around 20 of these sites are spread across
the Chilterns, and some 4000 have been
identified across Britain and Ireland.
Whilst the name ‘hillfort,’ a
nomenclature developed in the first half
of the 20th century, conjures images
of primitive castles or defended towns,
perched atop towering hills for defence,
several decades of archaeological work has
shown that these sites are more complex
than might be first thought. Characterised
by their ‘ramparts’ – one or more banks

The ramparts at Cholesbury Camp.
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Cholesbury Camp in a multi-directional hill-shaded LiDAR image. (Image copyright Chilterns
Conservation Board).

and ditches, encircling an area – and often
situated on hilltops, it is easy to see why the
assumption was made that they were built
as defended settlements.
However, archaeological surveys and
excavations of hillfort interiors have
shown that this simple name encompasses
monuments with a wide array of designs
and functions and indeed many have
no evidence that they were ever used as
settlements. Built over a long period of
around 900 years, between the late Bronze
Age (c1000 BC) and the start of the late Iron
Age (c100 BC), we now know their range
of purposes spanned religious or ritual
uses, livestock management, marketplace
or meeting place functions and places of
refuge or settlement.
Cholesbury has its very own hillfort,
covering over 17 acres, and with almost
the complete circuit of ramparts surviving,
as single and double sections of bank and
ditch. The site has seen some excavation:
the largest of which was conducted in
the early 1930s by the archaeologist Day
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Kimball. He discovered evidence that the
hillfort was constructed in the middle Iron
Age, perhaps around 300 BC, on the basis of
pottery evidence, but activity was sporadic:
the site lacking signs of any intensive
settlement. The most significant activity
dated to the late Iron Age, between 50 BC –
AD 50, when the site was apparently being
used for iron production, with the discovery
of seven iron smelting furnaces. This activity
may have been related to wider late Iron
Age activity in the region of the Bulbourne
Valley, centred on a settlement at Cow
Roast. The art of turning rock into valuable
metal might have been kept hidden inside
the confines of the ramparts to protect the
secrets of the smiths, or perhaps the smokebelching furnaces were kept distant from
settlements to avoid the noxious fumes.
The Beacons of the Past project is
working to learn more about Cholesbury
Camp, to communicate its story, and
protect it better. It has commissioned a
reconstruction artist to create imagery for
an interpretation panel, so visitors and
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Sewing scrubs!

walkers can learn more about the landscape
and monument. Working in partnership
with the landowners, the Chiltern Society
and volunteers, the dense holly scrub that
was swallowing the ramparts has been
removed to make them more visible. A
tree survey has been undertaken to help
manage the ageing beech trees, many of
which are susceptible to storm damage,
posing a risk both to walkers and to the
archaeology. The project has also been
working with local schools to show the
fantastic archaeology and local history on
their doorstep.
LiDAR and Citizen Science
One of the ways the project is studying
the hillforts and the wider archaeological
landscapes of the Chilterns, is through what
is called ‘LiDAR survey’. Using a pulsed
laser fired from a light aircraft flying over
the landscape, this technique, whilst not
‘ground penetrating’, measures lumps and
bumps of the topography of the ground
surface. In those lumps and bumps it can
detect earthworks created by humans
over thousands of years. The LiDAR survey
gives far higher precision, resolution, and
coverage than has ever been conducted
before with traditional methods of survey.
The technique even works in woodland,
allowing the discovery and mapping of
archaeological sites such as Cholesbury
Camp.
For the project, the Chilterns
Conservation Board commissioned the
largest high-resolution LiDAR survey yet
flown in the UK. Even more exciting, the
data has been made publicly available for a
first-of-its-kind citizen science survey.
Log on to the ‘Citizen Science Portal’ at
https://chilternsbeacons.org, where you can
read more about the survey.

28

When Natasha Lelyveld of Natasha Kate – soft
furnishings specialist in Buckland Common –
had to temporarily close her business due to
lockdown, she looked around for something
useful to do with her skills.

S

he contacted a friend in Chesham
who had created a Facebook group
in April at the outset of the pandemic
which has now grown to over 300 people
willing to sew scrubs. These range from
professional dressmakers and costume
designers to students and those who had
not sewn for many years, to a retired
upholsterer of 84 and even school children.
They all had in common a desire to help in
the face of a dire situation.
This small group actually made
4,765 items including bags for scrubs,
headbands, ear savers (to avoid irritation
caused by masks) and masks themselves.
A sum of £2,280 was raised through their
crowdfunding campaign in order to buy
fabric for the scrubs and items such as tape,
buttons and elastic. It also paid for patterns
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to be copied.
The finished items went to local care
homes, fifteen departments in nine
different hospitals, four GP surgeries,
thirteen individual doctors and nurses, two
ambulance service areas and particularly,
where Natasha was concerned, to the
Hospice of St Francis.
To avoid the unnecessary expense of
more than one set of patterns, Natasha
found herself sewing nothing but trousers until she eventually lost count of how many
pairs she had made!
Requests have now largely stopped
and many of the group are returning to
work, but should they be needed again,
the members of this generous and hardworking group are ready to help.
Natasha extends her marked social
conscience to Guiding and is leader of 1st
Cheddington Guides based in Pitstone.
Like so many organisations it is shut down
for the moment but she looks forward
to starting working with them again in
September.
In addition to running a thriving and
much sought-after business, Natasha finds
the time to help other people with their
various needs a part of her busy life. Well
done, Natasha!
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Three Butterflies all in a spin
Earlier this year I read that since 1940 over two million acres of the British countryside

caterpillars hibernate soon after hatching
enclosed in a sheath of grass wrapped in
silk known as a hibernaculum. In the spring
the caterpillar eats ravenously and after a
short period pupating they complete their
cycle when the adult butterfly emerges in
late Spring.

has been lost. This has been attributed to industrial development, urban sprawl and
agricultural intensification. Most damaging, the report concluded, had been the loss of
97% of wildflower meadows.

M

any insect species are dependent
for their survival on the reliability
and diversity of flowering plants
that appear at different times across the
whole season. On top of this, climate
change is also impacting by stretching
the seasons at either end. Until relatively
recently the widescale use of pesticides,
which could not discriminate between
their intended targets and harmless
invertebrates, has had a devastating impact
on populations. Diseases introduced from
abroad by European cousins have also
weakened the health of our native species.
Measures taken to conserve habitats
over the last twenty years have gone
someway to stem the impact on insect
populations. However, there is still a long
way to go before we see this decline
reversed.
From a young age when my father and
I bred butterflies and moths for release I
have had a particular interest in the habits
of both. Spending so much more time in
the garden this year and closely observing
butterflies at rest and on the wing have
reminded me of the distinctive flight
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movements of different examples of three
of our more common local species: the
Small Skipper, the Speckled Wood and the
Red Admiral.
Small Skippers are fast flying butterflies
you are likely to encounter around here,
though a similar-looking close relative the
Essex Skipper is also present. Small dark
orange / ochre butterflies with sweptback
wings when at rest give them almost a
moth-like appearance. Male Small Skipper
butterflies have clumps of hairs on their
hind legs which they use to deploy a
aphrodisiac when engaging in courtship.
Standing guard on a suitable grass stalk,
males will aggressively defend their
territories. Often you can see pairs of male
Small Skippers spiralling upwards as they
engage in aerial combat with the male
whose territory it is usually seeing off a
challenger.
So obsessed are male Small Skippers with
protecting their territories that they will
in fact confront much larger butterflies of
other species which stray into their patch.
Females lay single eggs on grass. The
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Taken at face value the Speckled Wood
butterfly is a very different beast to the
Small Skipper. In contrast to the sweptback
moth-like appearance of the Small Skipper
the Speckled Wood’s design is very much
out of the traditional mould of four-winged
butterflies. It enjoys inhabiting woodland
edges and rides, hedgerows and gardens.
Colouration is mid-brown and buff with
cream ocelli (eyespots), which is why it
was in the 18th century known as the
‘Enfield Eye, where it was first identified.
This disruptive camouflaging, which varies
across different regions of the British Isles,
provides excellent opportunities to remain
concealed where dappled sunlight falls on
brown earth. But do not be deceived by the
Speckled Wood’s delicate appearance. Just
like the Small Skipper, the Speckled Wood
is another butterfly that displays similar
aggressive behaviour and will protect its
territory from all-comers including anyone
following a footpath that traverses their
territory. It will engage with any invading
male resulting in an upward spiral tussle for
dominance.
The size of left and right wings for some
butterflies differs by a few millimetres.
Research concluded that male butterflies
displaying an element of wing-asymmetry
allows them to turn faster affording
them an advantage in territorial disputes
over more symmetrically-winged males.
Like the Small Skipper, it favours various
grasses for a food plant. There are up
to four generations per year. Whereas
the first three generations of caterpillars
reach maturity in a month, the autumn
generation remains semi-active throughout
the winter feeding when it is warm enough
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and taking up to a further nine months
before the adult butterfly emerges.
The third of the British butterflies in this
trio which needs little introduction is the
Red Admiral, somewhat of a flag-bearer for
all our native butterflies. It was known in
the 18th century just as the Admirable and
also the Alderman, as its wings resembled
the robes of dignitaries such as nobles or
liverymen. We rely on migrants from the
continent to bolster the Spring population
which first appear in May with a second
generation in July and up to two further
generations in a good year. Autumn
emerging Red Admirals are strongly
attracted to rotting fruit, like fallen apples,
and will stubbornly hold their ground and
will squabble amongst themselves and
wasps like vultures over a carcass.
There is growing evidence that some Red
Admirals survive the Winter by hibernating.
Eggs are laid sparingly on nettle and
occasionally hop. The larvae spin silk webs
to create protective tents. Like the two
previous butterflies it is highly territorial. It
is equipped with large powerful wings and
this makes it a fast flyer. In common with
both the Small Skipper and Speckled Wood
it employs similar tactics. Male Red Admirals
stake out their territory and identify a
location on which they will regularly perch.
They will frequently patrol the whole area
with a series of defined routes which crisscross the territory, returning at the end of
the sequence of flights to their original
perch. If a rival male is encountered during
this reconnoitring the defending male
rushes towards the rival from beneath
forcing it to fly upwards and then it chases
it in an ever-rising and widening spiral
until the rival turns tail and escapes from
harassment.
Hoping for plenty more warm and sunny
days to get out and identify butterflies by
their unique behaviours...
Chris Brown
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Late summer pub news
You do not need to be told that
anticipating what will be the situation
for our public houses beyond the next
weekend is utterly unreliable. Our pubs
have reacted to the pandemic in a wide
variety of ways. One has been outstanding
in making the best of a bad situation.
Others have hunkered down and tried to
survive as best they could. Going forward,
all of our local pubs maintain Facebook
pages and websites to communicate their

At the time this was written, the Black
Horse Inn will open their pub and garden
from 12noon until 9.30pm from Thursday
through Sunday. The most up to date
notices are posted on their Facebook page
at theblackhorsechesham and their web site
www.theblackhorsechesham.co.uk.
There is a thoroughly defined Covid
policy at a dedicated tab on their website.
Tables are safely spaced and the team is
fully trained in the new procedures. You
can book tables inside by email to info@
theblackhorsechesham.co.uk for which
a confirmation will be sent to you. The
kitchen will be open all day until 8pm
(7pm on Sunday). Full Sunday roasts have
returned with three bookable sittings at
12noon, 2.30pm and 5.00pm.

trading area extension come sometime in
mid-September. There will then be a period
of fitting out the trading area and kitchen
as well as restoring and expanding the
garden area. Mandy regularly posts new
photos and videos on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/thelwhitelion.
At this stage in the pandemic, the shape
and timing of the relaunch of the White
Lion as a trading public house serving the
Hilltop community cannot be defined with
much certainty. The ambition is to have an
appealing garden venue and food service
to complement the bar facility. An early
innovation will probably be tapas, which
can be served from the bar area along with
drinks.
Bill Ingram

After a Covid hiatus, building work
resumed in June at the White Lion. The
completion of these renovations and a

current status. They also have licence to
post current notices on New Grapevine,
which currently reaches 700 local
households.

T

he Full Moon has remained fully
active by supplying ready meals to
take home for a final warming. They
also provided a wide range of baked goods,
beverages, breakfasts, teas and ice creams.
This level of activity has kept their two
chefs employed throughout.
The garden and paddock are open with
safe distance discipline in place, and there
is a large, open-sided marquee for shelter
from adverse weather. Since there is no
need to book a table out of doors, just turn
up and seat yourselves.
The take-away beverages, daily fresh
baked goods and Sunday morning
breakfasts have been retained. Also,
Thursday fish and chips and Saturday
barbeque lobsters and whole fish will be
continued. If you wish to have the seafood
meals as a take away, they need to be
ordered by midday on Wednesday and
Friday respectively. Phone 01494 758959.
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After a few months of hibernation,
the Old Swan reopened in early July on
a somewhat less ambitious basis. There is
now ample seating in the garden and a
large marquee for any spells of inclement
weather. Since plans are evolving on an
ad hoc basis, it is best to keep abreast
by checking their Facebook page at
theoldswanbucks and their website, which
is www.theoldswanpub.co.uk.
Although they are not able to open the
restaurant due to safety concerns, they will
be open Monday, Wednesday and Friday
evenings and weekends from noon to 9pm
for drinks only. There will be occasional
visits by food vans on Saturday evenings.
Howe & Co fish and chips have been a
regular and visits by a wood-fired pizza
service are expected. There are plans to
have barbeques on fair weather Saturday
lunchtimes.
Hilltop News
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Gwendoline Angela
Surridge
1932 – 2020

G

wen and her two brothers grew
up in Kings Langley and it was
here, while working as a secretary
for Dickinsons, the printers, that she met
Dennis who was a draughtsman in the same
company. Gwen and Den were married in
the Parish Church of Kings Langley 68 years
ago!
Gwen’s life was not only fulfilled by her
marriage to Den but also by many years of
nursing and midwifery when she worked at
Stoke Mandeville Hospital during the time
they lived in Tring. They led busy and happy
lives, travelling abroad and developing
a great love for Cyprus with its gentle
climate; going there from choice about
twice a year. At home, their combined love
of country dancing and ballroom dancing
together with their devotion to St Martha’s
Methodist Church in Tring made them many
friends.
It was as Gwen’s health deteriorated that
they moved to Coppice Farm Park where
they joined in the services at St Leonards as
often as they could.
Gwen and Den enjoyed the monthly
tea parties in the Church Room and Gwen
was known for her lovely smile and her
elegant way of dressing. They were also
keen members of the Short Mat Bowls Club
in the Parish Hall – although Gwen was an
observer, leaving Den to do the playing.
Gwen endured ill-health for a number
of years and eventually she and Den moved
into Woodland Park Care Home in Great
Missenden where she sadly died in April.
Ivor Cornish conducted the short funeral
service which was held, due to Covid 19, at
the graveside in St Leonards.
We shall miss you, Gwen!
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The Hilltop Villages Volunteers
The Hilltop Villages Volunteers Group
has just passed the five-month mark of
supporting self-isolating residents. Once
again, on behalf of all those who have
received this help, we want to thank all our
volunteers who have continued to make
themselves available to anyone in need in
the villages.

T

hroughout this period we have also
had excellent support from the
officers at Buckinghamshire Council’s
Chesham and Villages Community Hub who
have provided advice and referred us on to
Adult Social Care where specific guidance
or assistance was needed for residents.
Until the end of June volunteers
continued to be kept busy with shopping
and other errands. Since July, with the
easing of some of the Covid-19 restrictions,
we have seen a drop-off in shopping
requests. However, prescription pick-ups
from some of the local surgeries and
pharmacies have continued, including a
twice, and sometime, thrice-weekly run for
the Rothschild Surgery. Overall, by the start
of August, an estimated 450 errands will
have been completed.
According to the official guidance
published in mid-July, assuming the
incidence of Covid-19 does not start to rise
significantly, the Government has indicated
that from 1st August the arrangements
restricting those previously shielding
from moving outside their homes will be
paused. The advice will be to stay at home
as much as possible. Priority arrangements
for shopping arrangements with the
supermarkets will continue.
Regardless of your situation, please
continue to follow all the guidance
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from Public Health England and the NHS
available on the GOV.UK website.
Prescriptions
We were informed in early July that
the Rothschild Surgery have reviewed
the arrangements for the delivery of
prescriptions by Hilltop Village Volunteers.
They have notified their patients that
they have implemented a ‘one miss only’
arrangement, whereby if a patient is not
found at home to receive a prescription,
that patient will be expected in future to
collect their prescriptions from the surgery.
From August onwards they will advise
their patients of any further changes to
these arrangements, including whether
the surgery will be opening again for all
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services. Other surgeries who organise their
own deliveries will notify their patients
of their arrangements. If you are in the
shielding category and have any questions
on the future arrangements for prescription
delivery, you should first contact your
doctor’s surgery for advice. If following
this you have any questions about
support please contact the Hilltop Villages
Volunteers.

As the Hilltop Village Volunteer
Co-ordinators we are mindful that we need
to remain ready and prepared to reactivate
the volunteering arrangements should at
any time the national or local Covid-19
situation dictates this.
Chris, Liz and Virginia, Co-ordinators of the
Hilltop Villages Volunteers
Phone: 0845 8 735 737 or email;
hilltopvillageshelp@btinternet.com

Looking ahead
An increasing number of our volunteers
have been returning to work over the
past two months, or anticipate doing so
in the next month or so. Many now have
additional responsibilities looking after
their own families. Anticipating the easing
of restrictions in August we will have
reviewed the volunteering arrangements
that will be needed going forward and are
confident there will be sufficient volunteers
available to match the needs of the small
number of those in the villages that will still
need support.
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The Rose and Crown
(First Licensed, 1753)
Many of you reading this will have
fond memories of the Rose & Crown in
Hawridge. My most memorable evening
was back in 1988 when the pub hosted
Tim Pearce’s ‘leaving for Australia’ party
and it was six-deep at the bar. The pub
at the time, run by John and Mandy, was
enormously popular with a youngish
clientele, both local and from Chesham,
who ensured the place was packed of a
Friday and Saturday night.

M

any landlords have had their
name above the door since.
I particularly remember Tony
Power putting it on the map as an eatery
in the early 1990s, followed by a Swiss chef
and a stint as a fish restaurant. In the mid
90s Karen came from the Full Moon and
by 2006 Pete and Sandra were in charge.
In 2008 we welcomed Marc and Kerry
Heywood and their innovative and diverse
line-up of events included a monthly
‘Comedy Lounge’ and quiz night, Beaujolais
Nouveau evening, Halloween Party, their
‘Big Bang Bonfire Night’, Chav Night, Easter
Egg Hunt, Royal Wedding Garden Party,
Karaoke, vintage car meets and annual beer
festival. Diners were well catered for with
an emphasis on seasonal, accompanied by
Cobbledicks Cider or Gunpowder Bell Bitter.
In May 2012 they hosted the first Hilltop
Villages Pub Lunch Club ‘for the more
mature members of the community’ which
were well supported until the completely
unexpected email sent by Marc and Kerry
on 5th November 2013 stating....” It is with
huge sadness and regret that unfortunately
we have had no choice but to cease trading
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at The Rose & Crown today”.
After 5 years and 2 months of hard work
to try and make the pub viable they were
a sad loss to the village. With no appetite
locally for a ‘Save the Rose & Crown’
campaign such as that being run for other
local pubs, the pub sat empty. In July 2014
the “Must be Sold” freehold of the pub
was advertised by Drake & Company for
offers around £500,000 for a “ready-totrade attractive character pub in idyllic rural
location”.
The pub was sold in December 2014
and the locals watched in dismay as the
hoarding went up along the road with
provision being made for the footpath
running across the site. With the exception
of a caravan moving in illegally in Dec 2015
and some random acts of vandalism, the
site remained surprisingly incident-free.
Owner Martin Stone submitted his first
planning application in December 2015
for six cottages (later reduced to four) and
the Parish Planning Committee meeting
in January 2016 was attended by about 25
locals with Martin Stone there to answer
any questions, stating the application was a
“starting point for discussion”.
The Parish Council and several local
residents were robust in their objections for
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numerous reasons, including the viability
of the pub, community use and Green
Belt development. The application was
‘called in’ by Cllr Rose (meaning it would
be determined by the Planning Committee
at CDC). In September 2016 the application
was refused, and subsequent appeal
dismissed on 1st March 2017.
In February 2018 a ‘Pre-App’ was made
to CDC to encompass both housing and
a community asset in the form of a cafe
and villagers were invited to an open
evening by the owner to peruse the plans.
In November 2018 a second application
was made for the demolition of the pub
and erection of three terraced dwellings
and a café - and another informal meeting
inviting locals to discuss the finer details
was held.
The planning application was once
again called in by Cllr Rose and a generally
more supportive group of locals attended
the December Parish Planning Meeting.
Whilst several Councillors and locals still
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had misgivings, everyone was given until
Christmas Eve to submit their comments to
CDC: 27 of whom did so - 25 in support, 2
objecting.
On the night of 1st April 2019 the pub
went up in flames, with five fire crews
attending and the last embers were still
being doused the next morning. The gutted
building was a tragic sight and the Fire
Investigation Officer was in no doubt that
this was the work of those who broke in a
week earlier.
On 18 July 2019 the case was heard by
the CDC Planning Committee who, whilst
not refusing permission, opted to ‘defer
and delegate’ the application to negotiate
a revised roof design for the cafe. On 2
August 2019, permission was finally granted
for the cafe and houses, albeit with certain
conditions regarding materials and finish,
and that the cafe must be opened prior to
the occupation of the houses.
In mid-May this year demolition of the
Rose & Crown began and I am sure there
was great sadness amongst locals that this
pub was never able to thrive in today’s
market and we finally said goodbye to a
building that has been a part of our lives
over the years. Thankfully, we are still left
with a fantastic choice of five pubs all
within the ‘magic 10 minutes’ of Hawridge
and shortly the White Lion will be added to
the list.
In the mean-time there are exciting
plans afoot and a familiar face waiting in
the wings to welcome you to ‘Chiltern Velo’
sometime in February 2021.
Janet Hopkinson
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100 Club
winners

Curvaceous Cook

Cholesbury Village Hall
June 2020
£25 Liz Wright, Hawridge
£15 Windsor Thomas, Buckland Common

Vincenzo’s Artisan Bread
I am not going to lie, this does take two days to make, but actually only a few minutes work, with no
kneading, and you end up with the most impressive, crusty, delicious loaf to accompany cheese, soup,
jam and cream or absolutely anything! I think the method makes it almost like sourdough.
Vincenzo is an Italian chef from Abruzzo who lives in Sydney and has a Facebook page
and YouTube channel, Vincenzo’s Plate - well worth a watch.

July 2020
£15 David Clarke, St Leonards
£15  Bill Abbott, Chartridge

400g ‘00’ or bread flour, or just plain flour, at a pinch
3g fresh yeast (yes, really that little) or ½ tsp dry yeast

For membership, please contact
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email
jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

1 tbs salt
300ml tepid water

St Leonards Parish Hall
June 2020
£50 Mr & Mrs J Jeffries, Coppice Farm Park
£25 Julian Stevens, St Leonards
£15 Freya Joseph, St Leonards
£15 Hunt family, St Leonards
For membership, please contact
Richard Leat on leatrj@yahoo.co.uk
or 01494 758784.
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Start the day before you want to eat it, by putting a handful of the flour and all of the water in a big bowl.
Add the yeast, and once it has dissolved, mix in another handful of flour. He uses a spatula for the entire
mixing process. Carry on until you have used up all the flour - it will be wet, don’t panic!
Cover with clingfilm or a wet tea towel and leave at room temperature for 6 hours.
Then into the fridge for 10 - 12 hours.
Next day, it will be huge. Tip onto a floured surface and fold the dough about a quarter of the way, then
again three times until completely folded. Turn it round and repeat, dusting with extra flour as needed.
Place a tea towel inside the cleaned bowl, dust with plenty of flour, then drop the bread in,
with a dusting of flour on top.
Cover loosely with the rest of the tea towel and leave for 2 hours.
You will need a big cast iron or steel casserole with a lid. Place it into the oven and heat to 250°C.
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When the oven is hot, take out the pot and drop the bread into it, cutting a cross on the top with a sharp
knife, and put the lid on. Turn oven down to 230°C and bake for 30 minutes. Remove the lid and bake for
another 15 minutes or so until really crispy. I found it only needed 5 minutes.
Done, and everyone will be very impressed! Quite the best bread I have ever made,
and over 55 years I have made a lot!
Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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We welcome all news, letters and articles
which are of general interest and relevance
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for
inclusion in the October/November edition
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or
Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by
12 September latest. Please note that
photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x
1,750 pixels in size.

Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449
grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700
anne@churchcottage.eu
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250
annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882
info@michaelspark.com
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printing
Orbit Press, Chesham 01494 778053
info@orbitpress.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making
and is funded by advertising.
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