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Adapting with the times…
What a welcome sight! Three months later
than usual, in mid-July, cricketers donned
their whites and strode out to play ‘the
summer game’ on Cholesbury Common.

S

trange practices were in place, of
course, like taking hand-sanitising
breaks every six overs. And our
renowned teas sadly had to be given a miss.
Even so, colts and seniors alike made the
most of the hard work done by the H&C
members to get games played. Simon Lister
reports on how the short season fared.
Simon, our club Chairman, happens to be
an award-winning author and, also in this
issue, he tells how this came to be.
Our other regular contributors to Hilltop
News tell us how their particular interests
have fared. School is back after the longest
summer holiday on record. Rob Scott
cheerfully reflects on what it has been like
for children, staff and parents learning the
new rules. Lindsay Griffin explains what has
been done to make the Commons safe and
sound. She also reveals a rare find!
Church-goers and members of our WI
have organised socially-distanced gettogethers. Bill Ingram’s task of putting
together an up-to-date pub report is
near impossible with almost daily new
government laws and regulations. Regular
communication with our local pubs is
essential and Bill provides the contact
Front cover
The fiery shades of Autumn.
The spindle tree is one of
the seasonal highlights
recalled by Sarah Tricks
in her Hort Soc report.
Look out for the variety
pictured growing wild in the
Hilltops…
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The first service since 1st March was held in St
Leonards churchyard and welcomed members
from all the Hilltop churches.

details. Chris Brown has embraced available
technology and our Local History Group
meetings are about to resume – by video
conference.
Our annual Bank Holiday fete was,
inevitably, cancelled but villagers did rally
round to organise a treasure hunt and
home-baked cake competition to raise vital
funds for the churches. Our community also
managed to commemorate VJ Day as best
it could.
Full reports from our churches, school,
clubs, pubs, councils and societies are inside
this issue…
Plus our regular features…
Chris Brown, in his Nature Notes, scrutinises
our local birds of prey
Our Curvaceous Cook treats us to a
traditional Italian dish
Opposite
This eye-catching page shows a selection
of blankets made up of brightly coloured
squares knitted by local volunteers.
Prompted by lockdown, the project
was organised to help charities for the
homeless. In this issue, Liz Green gives us
the latest news on ‘Knit for Community’ …
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Planning matters
It has been a busy summer with planning
applications in the Parish. On the 10
August we held a virtual planning meeting
and welcomed over 50 members of the
public. The meeting went extremely
smoothly and we thank residents for
their contributions. The minutes can be
found on the PC website. Subsequently,
the Parish Council received a significant
number of objection letters with regard
to one planning application, which it had
been agreed to be submitted by the PC on
behalf of residents and in total, the parish
council submitted 158 objection letters to
the Buckinghamshire Council Chiltern Area
Planning Department.
Allotments
The parish Council manages the allotments
at Buckland Common. From time to time
vacant plots become available. If you would
like more details on renting an allotment
space, please get in contact with me.

Virtual meetings
The parish council will continue to hold
meetings virtually for the foreseeable
future and have moved the start time to
5pm. Below are the scheduled dates for the
rest of the year. If you would like to attend
a meeting, please contact the clerk and a
link to join will be sent to you.
• Monday, 26 October 2020
• Monday, 30 November 2020
• Monday, 18 January 2021
If you need advice or assistance, Parish
Councillors and myself are available to be
contacted as usual.
Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk, 07769 698652
Email: parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Your Parish Councillors are:
Chris Brown (Chairman): 758890
Bill Ingram (Vice-Chairman): 758258
Nigel Blomfield: 758314
Diane Brackley: 01296 625081
Philip Matthews: 758205
Francis Sanger: 758767
Buckinghamshire Councillors:
Councillor Birchley: 07714 704017
Councillor Rose: 837688
Councillor MacBean: 07812 177794
Buckinghamshire Council:
Contact number: 0300 131 6000

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

T

his autumn the
new Chesham
and Villages
Community Board
will be working to
improve the health
and wellbeing of
our community.
In compiling their
statistics, Public
Health England
doesn’t differentiate
between the
rural and urban populations, which have
varying degrees of need. 85% of people
in Chiltern Ridges have good or very good
health. 39% have a BA or better, 71% of
people are economically active and prior
to Covid about 2% claimed employment
benefit. 57% have two or more cars and
roads are the subject of most importance in
terms of Council services.
During the past month Cllr Jane
MacBean and I have held several meetings
with Transport for Bucks. As a result,
drainage schemes have been pumped out,
ditches cleared, roads have been patched,
but unfortunately the Utility companies
have also been digging up roads, some of
which were recently resurfaced. Having just
returned from Devon I’m really impressed
with the quality of their rural roads and will
continue to press TfB for more and better
work in this Division.

has been arranged so that each location
is ready when the boring machines arrive.
Excavation work will start in June 2021 and
continue to 2025.
The Local Government Boundary
Commission has begun an electoral review
of the new Council. It will announce the
total number of councillors, number and
boundaries of electoral divisions, number of
councillors representing each division and
name of the divisions.
Bucks Business First is holding a series of
events and business information sessions to
help local companies rebuild their business.
Buckinghamshire Council achieved £75
million of Covid grants on behalf of local
companies in record time and news@bbfmail.uk.com and events@bbf.uk.com are
well worth a look for local companies.
Do ask if I can raise your questions with
officers at County Hall.
Patricia Birchley
Chiltern Ridges Division
Patricia.Birchley@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
07714 704017

HS2 and their contractors are now
measuring traffic flows on our local roads
and your local councillors are attending
monthly briefings with them to understand
their forward plans. Building HS2 is a
complex business and the tunneling
machines are now being assembled
near the south portal in Denham. The
development of the five ventilation shafts
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Hawridge and Cholesbury C of E School
stretch is like going back to the office and
wearing a suit after sitting around doing
Zoom calls in your pants for months – it’s
uncomfortable, but probably healthy to
do at some point. It underscores just how
important it is for the schools to go back.
Our kids need to be with their friends,
learning from trained individuals, gaining
experience of the boundaries of the social
world, however they might evolve - oh, and
learning some stuff too: maths or whatever.

H

ere we are. The brave new world
where the kids are the brave and we
parents send them off in the hope
that the school is taking care of the new
bit. My daughter has been out and about in
society far more than I have in Covid times.
Now she’s beaten me back to the office. As
a parent, I was amazed and relieved that
Bucks was running the school bus. Who is
that masked man? Mr Bus Driver. I struggle
with the scrum down that is the school
run: the hunt for a parking spot, the soft
verges that deteriorate throughout the
autumn, the frustration of motorists and
residents not involved in delivering their
offspring to the font of all knowledge. It
was bad enough before Covid, but now you
enter one way, leave another, stand behind
painted lines, not socialise with other
parents. There’s too much to remember.
Thank you, Mr Bus Driver. Hero.
My daughter went back fine, but
perhaps struggled initially with the rigours
of Year 1. I don’t think that will last long.
It’s just that she’s making the transition
from Reception, which she loved, without
the benefit of being eased in, as would
usually happen. But she’s also got too used
to the cosily blurred lines between home
school and parenting that involve a level of
negotiation that the school can ill afford. I
imagine going back to school after such a
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As ever, I am ruminating on these
things for my own and, hopefully, your
entertainment. But every line painted,
every pair of hands washed, every piece
of school property cleaned, and every
nuance of new social behaviour adhered
to indicates work for the school’s staff who
are learning while teaching. All we parents
need to deal with is the baffling new whatto-wear rules - this morning my daughter
went in wearing PE kit and wellies! I’m sure
there’s a good reason, so I’m not going to
question. And it looked oddly cool. So, as
ever, I am grateful to them for all the effort
and for allowing my daughter some respite
from her tedious parents.
All this rambling is partly to cover the
fact that school has only been back for a
week before my deadline. Events that the
school would be planning at this time of
year, such as Harvest Festival, bulb planting
and the Christmas play are, understandably,
TBC. Fingers crossed plans can move ahead
and I can report some solid news. Next
time.
Rob Scott
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Local History
Group

A

t least the first
three evening
talks of the new
Local History Group
programmes have been
organised and will be presented by video
conference.
On Friday 9 October convening
at 7.15pm for a 7.45pm start…
BEER, SAUSAGES & MARMALADE
Food, drink, politics and tourism in
19th century Oxford.
Our speaker, Liz Whooley, was due to
give this talk last April so we have invited
her to launch our new season. Liz is an
Oxford local historian specialising in aspects
of the history of the ‘town’ and is an
experienced speaker, guide and writer.
In the nineteenth century Oxford
became well-known for its ‘Celebrated
Oxford Sausages’ and for Frank Cooper’s
‘Oxford Marmalade’. These went hand-inhand with the city’s growing importance as
a tourist destination. Brewing, baking and
the grocery trades were also expanding
and the families which controlled these
businesses had a powerful influence over
Oxford’s economic, social and political
life. This talk examines the fascinating
relationship between food production,
tourism and politics in the city.
On Friday 6 November convening at
7.15pm for a 7.45pm start…
SOLDIERS, SAINTS AND SINNERS:
OXFORDSHIRE
Characters from the British Civil War 1642-51
Our speaker, Stephen Barker, is an
independent Heritage Advisor who designs
exhibitions for museums and universities.
He delivers presentations and tours related
to the First World War and British Civil
Wars. He is a Trustee of the Bucks Military
Museum Trust, the Old Gaol, Buckingham.
Oxfordshire played a significant part
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in the First Civil War – Oxford became the
Royalist capital in late 1642 and the county
was on the frontline with parliamentary
Buckinghamshire. This participation has
left a legacy of wonderful stories and
fascinating characters, many associated
with local Oxfordshire communities. The
talk is fully illustrated, is replete with
anecdotes, character studies and tales of
derring do!
On Friday 4 December convening at
7.15pm for a 7.45pm start…
LIBERTY: The Bucks man, the London
shop, the global style.
The speaker is Will Phillips, Keeper of
Social History at Bucks County Museum.
Liberty, the iconic London shop, needs
very little introduction. Yet the story of this
world-famous department store is full of
surprises, from its historical connection to
Buckinghamshire to the effects of wartime
on the company’s creative vision.
Membership subscriptions and entrance fee
The subscription for Membership of the
Local History Group for 2020-21 will be £10,
for which you can attend all eight meetings
from October 2020 to May 2021, receive
the annual Newsletter and invites to LHG
outings. Attendance for a single meeting
is £4. To join and pay the membership
subscription or to pay a single meeting
‘entrance’ fee, see contact details below.
How to attend our meetings
To attend any one of these meetings
you will be sent a link so you can watch
from your computer, laptop or ‘tablet’. To
obtain a link, and guidance on joining the
meeting, see contact details below.
Contact details
Please contact Richard Leat, phone 01494
758784 or email leatrj@yahoo.co.uk
Chris Brown
01494 758890
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CHOLesbury cum St
LEONARDS HORT SOC
“When the world wearies and society fails
to satisfy, there is always the garden.” —
Minnie Aumonier.

A

s usual I delved into my pile of old
gardening magazines for some
inspiration and was surprised to find
so many for the relevant months. Then I
remembered that usually this copy would
be mostly about the Annual Show which
sadly did not happen this year.
I love the changing colours in the trees
and shrubs, the yellows, reds and oranges,
the grasses swaying in the wind, the late
flowers such as asters (on which more later),
the very early snowdrops, the seedheads
and the early morning mists.
It is a good time to think about planting
bare root trees and shrubs. We planted a
lot of trees when we first moved here over
twenty years ago and it has been really
interesting to watch them develop in their
different ways. The mulberry was very very
slow to begin with but is now a goodlooking tree which produces a lot of fruit.
In contrast the lime which was only planted
five or so years ago in a mixed border
is almost the same size as the mulberry
already but makes a good focal point. My
favourites at this time of year though are
the spindles (see illustration). The pinkishred fruits which linger for weeks on end
are one highlight, the other is the fiery red
colour that the leaves turn in autumn (see
front cover). There are about 142 varieties
so there must be one to suit your garden.
Cotoneaster gets a bad press as it can be
a thug and self-seeds readily but the bees
and other insects love it. It too has flowers,
berries and autumnal colour.
In my last piece I wrote about ants
eating black fly on my dahlias. I am pleased
to report that the flies have completely
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gone. I am hoping that the same will
happen with my cosmos although now
it has turned colder there are fewer ants
about : an example of letting nature run its
course and not using chemicals. Having said
that I found an organic spray for caterpillars
on gooseberries and Solomon’s Seal which
was very effective. Two applications and for
the first year ever I still have leaves on both
which must be better for them.
The colder days and nights mean that
some vegetables are no longer producing
as well as they should: runner beans for
example, but hopefully if things warm
a little they will flower and fruit again.
Beans and similar should be cut at ground
level and the roots left to decompose in
the soil. One reason they may have not
been as productive as in recent years is a
lack of manure. As crops are cleared, I use
homemade compost in a thick layer. In
theory the worms should drag the compost
goodness into the soil.
The gardening magazines I found,
without fail, mention asters. They, like
dahlias, went out of fashion for a while.
They are not helped by being rather prone
to mildew, particularly after a dry spell.
Even in our windy exposed site I do not
stake them although one variety with blue
Hilltop News

flowers and striking black stems does tend
to flop but grows through other plants
well. Because they are so sturdy the seed
heads can be left to feed the birds for some
months. They contrast well with grasses
such as miscanthus and Molinia. My Molinia
‘Transparent’ has spread by seed a little too
well and I have a number of strong plants
growing in between the paving slabs. It
seems to succumb to strong winds earlier
than the miscanthus and will need cutting
back then. Otherwise grasses can be left
until the new shoots appear in spring.
They will look magical on a frosty morning
(note that stipa should not be cut back but
combed to remove the dead bits)
Last time I mentioned planning for
bulbs. Now is the time to order or buy
from a garden centre. If you want to
plant up pots with a succession of bulbs it
would be best to buy individual packs of
named varieties rather than a mix. That
way you can control the colour scheme
and it is likely the bulbs will be a better
quality. Normally you don’t plant tulips
until November or December but if you are

planting a pot with daffodils and crocus
and iris too then you will have to put the
tulips in now. You could have a colourful
display from February to late May. Last
year my pots were placed too close to the
house and I had to water them as the eaves
stopped the rain getting to them.
I have just placed an order for a new
greenhouse as my existing one is, despite
the best endeavours of various people,
falling down. Twenty-three years is not
bad for a wooden greenhouse but the
replacement will be aluminium, albeit
powder coated, in a pleasant shade of
green. Timing is very difficult as I need
somewhere for my tender plants before
the frosts arrive, but I also do not want
to remove my tomatoes and cucumbers
before they have finished producing fruit.
Tomatoes can be ripened indoors (a ripe
banana nearby is very helpful) but the
cucumbers will not grow anymore. I am
aiming for early October and the first job
will be to insulate it, although I do have a
heater.
Lastly, I thought I would quote Alan
Titchmarsh from the latest Gardeners World
magazine…
‘Knowledge is helpful, yes, but
gardening and growing things requires
more than that - it also relies on instinct’.
So, my advice – trust your instincts.
Sarah Tricks

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions
01442 890184
07909 542149
annmalvern@sky.com
Hilltop News
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Edinburgh Award. The work of all three to
clear the heather areas has also been very
much appreciated.

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY COMMONS
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Stop Press!
On the day of the deadline for this
article, an extraordinarily rare migratory
moth turned up in Christine’s trap here
in Hawridge. It is a Clifden Nonpareil:
greyish, with a blue ‘underwing’ and with
a wingspan of up to 10 cm! Until recently,
in any one year, no more than 20 ‘Clifdens’
have ever been found in the UK and moth
experts would travel miles in the hope
of seeing one! This year seems to be an
exception, with a number turning up in
Oxfordshire over the last few weeks. This
has been the icing on the cake for David
Dennis and Peter Bygate, bringing the total
number of moth species they have found
here to an amazing 276. Peter thinks that,
given the moth’s pristine condition, it was
bred here rather than migrating.
Hilltop Villages Calendar 2021
Thank you very much to all of those who
have submitted photographs for our next
calendar. It may be more challenging to sell
them this year since it is unlikely that the
local Christmas Fairs will take place given
the Covid Restrictions. However, please
remember that we will always be able to
get copies to you in a safe way, as we do
with our beautiful cards. It is especially
pleasing that Susie Bell has again offered
10

A special and rare treat found on our Common

to design the calendar free of charge and
Orbitpress will print it at the same costs
as they have done every year since 2013
when they printed our first calendar. They
will therefore remain £10 each plus £1 for
a sturdy envelope for postage. Cards and
calendar sales provide a major source of our
income, enabling us to pay our contractor
for the many tasks that he undertakes to
keep the Commons diverse and beautiful
and, at the same time, enabling us to keep
members’ subscriptions low. So, we do hope
that you will continue to support us by
buying our beautiful, high-quality calendar.

Trees down
The unusual weather conditions, a
combination of prolonged drought
followed by wet weather and high winds,
has meant that we have had trees and
limbs down on the rides. James removed
these recently. Some of these have been
quite precarious and it is a concern that
some people continued to use rides and
paths despite Christine’s warning on
Grapevine and Janet’s placement of electric
fence posts to alert people to the danger.
We try at all times to deal with fallen trees/
branches if they are impeding the rides
or walking tracks as soon as possible but
sometimes we have to wait until they can
be safely removed. Please be vigilant when
you are walking amongst trees in these
conditions.
Where trees have come down on the
road please contact Highways, Bucks

County Council. They prefer you to report
the problem online and will only respond
to the first person to report the problem.
You can also report instances of Fly Tipping
on Bucks County Council’s website.
New projects
Members of the Committee are looking
into some new projects:
• Wildflowers: We hope to be able to
encourage more widespread growth of
wildflowers native to our Commons. Sarah
Higgins is looking into ways that this can
be achieved; Janet is attempting to grow
our rare harebells from seed since we now
only have a few specimens; and we hope
to involve the school children in planting
further native daffodils.
• Glow-worms: These used to be spotted
quite regularly in summer around this area
and Rebecca Walton has undertaken to
research why this is no longer the case and
whether they can be re-established.
• Amphibians: Lizzie Every is checking the
ponds and will continue to do so when she

Visitors
Fewer people are now using the Commons
for gatherings and picnics since the weather
is cooler and the Full Moon is now open to
some extent. This has meant that there is
less of a problem with litter on Cholesbury
Common but we remain very grateful to all
those who routinely clear up after others.
Grass cutting
Thank you very much to James Jolliffe for
carrying out the annual autumn cut which
is left until the wildflowers and grasses set
seed. Many thanks too to Janet Hopkinson,
who has done such a stalwart job in
monitoring and strimming the smaller
paths over the summer months, helped by
Jack Hill and Jonty Thornborrow, who were
working with us to complete their Duke of
Hilltop News
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larger machinery. This must be the first time
in our Society’s history that we are unable
to use their help. Thank you to all involved
and I do hope that this will only be a blip.
As and when volunteers are required we

hope that this will be arranged on an ad
hoc basis whilst the Covid crisis continues.
Meantime, another D of E candidate, Zach
Weaver, has offered to help with his mother
Susannah Howard, a teaching assistant
at H&C School, who was involved with
the planting of native daffodils on the
Commons last year. A number of tasks have
been suggested for them to complete. It is
a real pleasure to see youngsters helping
out and learning about the Commons as
they do so.
AGM
Due to on-going Covid restrictions,
alternative arrangements will be made for
the AGM. Members will be notified and
canvassed about the format that will be
put in place for the election of Committee
members and all other business. Hopefully,
we will be able to have a gathering when
the situation improves.
Stay safe and enjoy the Commons!

Youngsters discover the joys of the Commons – in this case, mealworms!

visits.
• Small mammals: We have purchased 10
Small mammal traps. So far, we have only
succeeded in trapping wood mice and a
house mouse! Again, Lizzie will continue
to trap when she visits and she is keen
to involve other local people in carrying
out small mammal trapping. She is happy
to show volunteers how to do it and is
producing a step-by-step guide for anyone
who would like to carry this out. We are
also purchasing a very useful guidebook to
identify species which have been trapped.
• Other suggestions and offers of help are
welcome! Please contact me lindsaygriffin@
yahoo.co.uk (758440)
Vandalism
Unfortunately, there have been some
annoying acts of mindless vandalism
recently. Some of our signs have been
removed and another broken; the sign
for the bug hotel which had been lovingly
12

Lindsay Griffin

made by one of the Year 5 students, was
removed and hasn’t been recovered. Later
their bug hotel was destroyed. This was
very disappointing since the students
involved in their project were so proud of
their achievements. Fortunately, Mike Wallis
has rebuilt the bug hotel and reinforced it
making it harder for hooligans to remove it
in future. We are very grateful to Mike for
his hard work. Please feel free to add any
items that you think the bugs might like
such as lichen or seed heads.
Working parties
Given the ongoing Covid restrictions and
the fact that James will complete much of
the work necessary on the Commons for
now, the regular Conservation Sessions will
be suspended until further notice. Over the
years volunteers on the working parties
have provided many hours helping make
the Commons more accessible for all and
undertaking jobs that are not possible by
Hilltop News

Mike Wallis re-builds the bug hotel
Hilltop News
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
CRICKET CLUB
This is my fourth
contribution to
Hilltop News.
Such has been the
strangeness of

Back in whites! At last…

2020, it’s the first

that is by playing as well as we can on the
pitch. I think this is particularly important
for our Saturday XI. We are currently in
a rather lowly division of the mid-Bucks
League - and thanks to COVID, we will start
there again next season. I would love to be
writing to you this time next year, letting
you know that this is no longer the case.
But cricket is an empty hobby if it is not
played within the spirit of the game. All
our players know this and it’s particularly
close to the hearts of our Sunday XI. We
have taken part in a couple of real thrillers
since July – friendly games that went down
to the last wicket or the final over. Some
we won, others we didn’t. But whatever
the result, the unfolding excitement of the
game was the thing. I first played against
the Hawridge & Cholesbury Sunday team
more than a decade ago and the charm,
good humour and competitiveness of the
blokes I came up against that afternoon
made me want one day to be their team
mates. Several of them still play, others

one that mentions
games of cricket
that we have
played.

I

n May, I thought our chances of getting
any sport on the common were zero.
Fortunately, I was very wrong. Since the
middle of July, we’ve played more than 30
games at home; colts’ matches, mid-week
T-20s and 40-over games on Saturdays and
Sundays. It’s been a fantastic effort by lots
of people at the club who have given up a
lot of time and effort to see us back in our
whites.
We have seen several new faces at the
club this season, and also welcomed back
cricketers who played their first games on
the common before going off to perfect
their craft further afield. The result is that
for the first time in some years, we’ve had
a good pool of players to select from at
the weekend. The results of that strength
have been immediate. The Saturday XI
has lost just once since July and several of
our victories have been emphatic. Adris
Ahmed, who first marked out his run-up on
the H&C outfield more than 25 summers
ago, took 8 wickets and won us the game
against Aylesbury Town. It was a beautiful
display of medium-fast bowling. I have
written before that everyone here wants
local people to be proud of our cricket
club and one of the best ways we can do
14
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Ready for our final Saturday home game of the season. Back row left to right: Maxi Maintzer, Adris
Ahmed, Steven Ayres, Andy Spurr, Jonty Wager-Leigh, Nick Lincoln, Greg Johnson. Front row left to
right: Wajid Fayyaz, Ferdi Maintzer, Simon Lister, Luke Hames, Will Mills.

mock us from the boundary edge with
a glass in their hands – but that great
buzz and the desire to play a good game
regardless of the outcome is still as strong.
So, in case anyone hadn’t noticed,
I’m selling our club. Please do come and
say hello next season and please bring
your children. Nothing makes us more
proud than the colts set-up that has been
developed and nurtured for our young
male and female players. And if you
yourself want to start playing – or start
playing again - you are most welcome too.
Next spring you will be watching cricket
on a new surface. Many of you will already
have noticed that the square is not its
Hilltop News

usual green, stripy self, right now. We have
undertaken an ambitious plan to level the
playing area and breathe new life into
the soil. Decades of ruminants’ hooves of
various sizes followed by years of pounding
cricket boots have taken their toll and the
square needs some specialist attention.
But this isn’t a vanity project. We want
the wicket to play as well as it can so we
can be the best cricket club we can. In the
short term, it will look a bit of a mess until
the new grass grows. In the long term, we
sincerely hope that we will have a great
surface which will reward our efforts for
years to come.
Simon Lister
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Socially distanced get-together

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

n Tuesday 8 September, 14 of our
members met up for the first time
since February. This was purely a
social get-together, all socially distanced
and outdoors at St Leonards Parish Hall,
sitting in our own chairs and with our
own drinks. How lucky that it was a warm
afternoon and we were able to go ahead
as that very evening it was announced
that government rules were to change and
gatherings of more than 6 would no longer
be allowed, either indoors or out. It was
good to see one another and catch up with
news in person.

n his September
Newsletter
John Hayward-Cripps,
CEO, Neighbourhood
Watch Network, reported that
the WIDE initiative had been very successful
in attracting non-members to click through
the Neighbourhood Watch website to read
the burglary prevention information which
can be found there (mentioned in the
previous issue of Hilltop News, aiming to
reduce chances of burglary). Most clicks on
the adverts came from the 25-34 age-group.
Other campaigns on cybercrime and car
crime are planned in the coming months.
Buckinghamshire and Surrey Trading
Standards have been running virtual
‘Friends Against Scams’ courses, to raise
awareness of scams and what to look out
for. They are aimed at anyone who would
like to learn more and also how to deal
with different scams which are operating. A
session is available on 6 October, 2-3.30pm.
Contact Surrey Trading Standards Service
for more detail.

O

It is planned that our Annual Meeting in
October will take place by Zoom. Hilary has
been circulating the County Newsletter and
keeping in touch throughout the summer
months and she will send out details
nearer the date. For information on this or
any other WI matter, Carol Henry can be
contacted on 01494 758435.

I

Shirley Blomfield (758314)
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Take one day at a time
I am very pleased to be able to contribute
to this issue of Hilltop news as I cover
for our Area Dean , the Rev’d Deiniol
Heywood’s sabbatical. We are of course
‘neighbours‘ as I am Vicar of Wendover
and Halton.

T

hat expression ’Take one day at a
time’ seems so apt at the moment
as we continue to navigate our
way through this global pandemic with
goalposts forever changing. We enjoyed
a beautiful spring whilst in lockdown
and hopefully we can look forward to a
golden autumn in this amazing part of the
world. The certainty of our seasons sharply
contrasts with the uncertainty of our lives
and reminds us of God’s faithfulness.
18

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

I know that you are all looking forward
as the process of the search for a new
Rector of the Hilltop parishes is underway.
There are many stages and the Church of
England doesn’t go fast. I will be part of
that process and you have my prayers that
someone will know and hear God’s call to
join you in the near future. A new chapter
brings hope and requires trust in our everloving God.
With every blessing…

Revd. Sally Moring
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Lucy and Akash had proceeded with a
house purchase and were fortunate to
move into a new home in Enfield just two
days after their wedding.
We send them our warmest wishes for
their future life together.

Church matters
from the registers
CHOLESBURY
Holy Matrimony
25 July 2020 Lucy Harding and Akash Yashwant Pednekar
HAWRIDGE
Holy Matrimony
5 September 2020 Eleanor Claire Reid and Peter James Thomas Wardlaw

CHOLESBURY

I

n the middle
of 2019, Lucy
Harding and
Akash Pednekar
decided their
wedding should
have about forty
guests and looked
for a small church. Lucy is from Chesham
and, as her family walk the area and know
it, she asked if Cholesbury was available.
Lucy and Akash had to qualify by attending
services for six months to which they
willingly agreed, so this was to be a simple
country wedding and quite straightforward.
Then Covid struck and it was not possible
to qualify by attendance so a determined
Lucy arranged a Special Licence. The
plans for forty guests evaporated when
Social Distancing was applied and nine
‘bubbles’ were identified (this did simplify
taking names for possible Covid tracing).
Sanitiser was available and facemasks were
to be worn as strongly recommended by
the Church of England. The service was
conducted by Rev. Ian Ogilvie who had to
abide by a new set of regulations issued
only one day earlier!
Lucy is from Chesham and attended
Chesham High School after which she
20

studied Fine Arts at Central St Martins. She
wore a beautiful white chiffon dress with
lace bodice and pearl accessories and was
accompanied by two bridesmaids. Akash
is from Swindon and gained an M.Eng in
telecoms from UCL and now works in IT/
Telecoms. He and his brother wore pink ties
to match the bridesmaids’ dresses.
Martin Paxton played the organ
although no hymns are actually allowed
during Lockdown. Lucy wanted just one
break from tradition and in place of the
Bridal March she entered to the sound of I
Giorni by Ludovico Einaudi. Their Reception
had to be cancelled and Lucy has rebooked
Cholesbury Church for a wedding blessing
next year – assuming Covid restrictions no
longer apply. Throughout the Covid turmoil

Lockdown prevented us celebrating St
Laurence Day in August with our usual
three parish service so Teas were organised
at Hillside on four consecutive afternoons
with each strictly limited to six people. It
was during the exceptionally hot spell and
we thank Brigid Farmer for baking cakes.
In May 1945 there was great celebration
for VE Day and the destruction of Nazi
Germany but World War 2 was not over
and it seemed to some that British soldiers
who were still fighting in the Far East had
been forgotten. Victory against Japan came
on 15 August 1945 and this date became VJ
Day. 75 years later the Forgotten Army was
remembered nationwide, including special
events in the Hilltop villages.
St Leonards joined Cholesbury outside
the church in gentle drizzle and 16 people
and a dog marked the occasion with the
traditional two-minute silence. This was
followed by a recitation of the ‘Cry for
Peace’. This seemed to be a simple, almost
childlike, poem until it was understood as
the style of a Town Cryer requiring rhythm
and volume to give a rousing declaration.
It ended appropriately with ‘God Save the
Queen’ echoed by all. The bell was then
tolled 75 times.
The Fete was postponed and we needed
an idea for a fund raiser for August
Holiday Monday. The event had to be
outside, suitable for families and with brain
exercises! Ideally it had to incorporate
the Hilltop Villages. Thank you to Rebecca
Walton who came up with the bright
idea of a Treasure Hunt. Brigid and John
Farmer, with a mere 22 years of living in
Cholesbury, explored the area with camera

Lucy and Akash
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and notebook in hand as they listed house
names, public notices and odd items that
homeowners had built. Monuments are a
good source for Treasure Hunts and all four
burial grounds were included, much to the
surprise of those who did not know that
Buckland Common has a chapel cemetery.
Monday was a dry day and good for
families travelling by bicycle. 46 sets of clues
were sold although not all were returned
and Rosie and Stewart Pearce achieved the
highest score. Net proceeds for the church
funds were £428.45. Well done and thank
you to everyone who took part!

ST LEONARDS

W

e are very
aware that
for some
people, church
attendance seems a
distant memory. We would love to be able
to give you an idea of when services can
resume but, as you know, we can’t. In the
meantime, should you wish a PCC member
to visit you to discuss any particular matter,
do please contact Jo Evans, our Parish
Administrator on 07811 094416 who will
willingly organise for someone to get in
contact with you.
It is with pleasure that we tell you that
Karola Strong is back home after a bad fall
and a stay in hospital. She is being cared for
by her daughter, Claire, and we much look
forward to seeing her in church when she
and the current situation permits. She has
been much supported by our prayers.
VJ Day commemoration – On August 15
St Leonards joined with Cholesbury at St
Laurence to remember ‘the forgotten army’
and victory against Japan which marked
the final end of WW2. It was a simple and
solemn occasion and an important one to
celebrate.
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Breakfast – Yes, we did it! Our first
service since March 1st! A warm wind blew;
we sang hymns; we chatted and laughed
with friends (socially distancing of course);
we prayed: Michael talked; Richard played
the organ and we ate our picnic breakfast
– all outside in the churchyard. Thank you
all so much for coming. We welcomed
members from all four churches and we
were just sorry we couldn’t provide our
usual breakfast – it will happen eventually!
We will tell you of any plans for the January
Breakfast next time.
Harvest – Sadly we have had to take the
decision that even to meet outside now
contravenes the latest Government Covid
ruling - we must just look forward to next
year’s Harvest!
Wedding – We are delighted that
Hayley Anderson and David Atmore are to
be married at St Leonards on Sunday 27
September. The complexities of a wedding
at this strange time are legion and the risk
assessment positively frightening! Jo, our
Parish Administrator, has worked incredibly
hard with the young couple to make this as
easy as possible - ’bubbles’ themselves can
be a nightmare! A report on the day will
appear in our next edition.
Churchyard maintenance – There’s
always something to do in a country
churchyard! The main water pipe from the
road into the church has burst again. This
is the fourth time this has happened and
we’ve been advised to replace it. The large
hole at the car park entrance is to be filled
and re-gravelled and again we await the
outcome of estimates. Finally, the ash trees
in the churchyard are suffering from ash
die-back to a greater or lesser degree and
we are going to have to fell some of them.
Rota – Our thanks to the loyal band of
people who are keeping the church in good
22

order by periodically airing it, dusting,
removing spider webs and running water
taps to avoid possible problems due to
stagnant water. An invaluable service in this
difficult time.

HAWRIDGE

A

s this report is
written, new
rules on numbers
at gatherings have just
been announced and the implications are
not clear. It is likely the detail will limit
what can happen at the Church over the
next month or two (as seems to be the case
with everything today, nothing is certain).
While the Church has remained shut, the
PCC thought it was coming to the time to
consider resuming services, perhaps once a
month. This may have to wait.
Nevertheless, some events have taken
place. The happiest must be the wedding
of Ellie Reid and Pete Wardlaw on 5th
September. Numbers were limited by the
distancing rules between the ‘bubbles’
in our small Church, but the couple plan
(fingers crossed) to return for a blessing
next September and a big party. Ellie grew
up in Hawridge and went to H&C School.
The groom wore the family tartan (Graham
of Menteith), Ellie’s bouquet had thistles as
did the button holes and the church porch
was decorated with greenery and roses.
We wish them well in their life together in
Congleton.

the “Cry for Peace” finishing, as such
loyal declamations always should, with
us all calling out ‘God Save the Queen’.
The Cry was followed by the altogether
more moving Kohima Epitaph (“- for your
tomorrow, we gave our today”) and the
Church bell was rung 75 times.
Hawridge certainly had one soldier
who was in the Far East theatre. Margaret
Walton told us that, sometime after VJ day,
David Ford returned home to his wife and
two children in Hawridge Vale. Margaret’s
recollection was that he was a strong man
who had worked in the brickfields. On
his return he was so very gaunt that he
had not been recognised in the bus up to
Hawridge. His health had suffered badly
and he never returned to his former work.
It is said that the use of atomic weapons
saved lives and perhaps that includes the
life of our Hawridge resident. It is right that
we remembered VJ day, but perhaps the
lesson of history is that there is no moral
high ground in all-out war.

The costs of keeping the church and
churchyard (Hawridge resident Tom is now
doing a great job there) continue and the
Church’s finances will be badly stressed by
not having a contribution, as usual, from
the joint fete. But Janet will again run the
‘Win a 12 months supply of Home Baked
Cake’ (see elsewhere in this issue). Entries
to be in by 5 November. Any queries please
phone 01494 757 059 for the Friends of
Hawridge Church. Do enter. Or just send a
donation.

VJ day was marked at the Church. The
dreary drizzle and rain that greeted the
small group at Hawridge Church reflected
the sombre shadow cast by the use of
atomic weapons to bring the War to an
end. The instruction from the Pageant
Master was that, after the traditional
silence and act of remembrance at 11am,
the Town Cryer (not an officer that we
seem to have in Hawridge) would read
Hilltop News

Ellie and Pete

The Parish needs to hold its annual
meeting, postponed from the planned
date in March due to Covid. It was the
intention to hold this in the Church at 6pm
on Wednesday 7 October and all would be
welcome. Having said that, the very recent
further restrictions on gatherings puts this
in doubt. Please therefore check whether
there will be a meeting before arriving on
that date.
Hilltop News
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It’s not just cricket…

‘I doubt there
is a better
book written
about this
period in West
Indian cricket
history’…
Clive Lloyd

I recently bought a book about cricket, ‘Fire in Babylon’, enticed by its theme and reviews.
I then noticed that the author, Simon Lister, had the same name as Hawridge & Cholesbury
CC’s new chairman. Could it possibly be the same person? On my next visit to watch the
Saturday team play (in which Simon was wicket-keeper) he modestly admitted that he is
indeed the author of this award-winning book. I was delighted that Simon agreed to tell
me more about his interesting career to date…Ed

S

o, I asked Simon how he progressed
to being a sports author. “It was a bit
of an accident”, he says, “I was a very
junior sub on the radio news desk at the
BBC with a passion for cricket. I applied to
the Wisden Cricket Monthly magazine as it
was in those days (2002) for a week’s work,
which I would take leave from the BBC to
do. I was in my early 30s at the time. The
deputy editor rang me at home and said:
‘mate – this job normally goes to a 17-year
old who makes the tea for a week. You’re a
bit old for all that. But if you like, you can
do a book review.”
“I wrote a review of a really bad
biography of the Indian batsman, Sourav
Ganguly. I found out later that the author
was a regular contributor to the magazine,
which was slightly embarrassing. Anyhow,
the mag liked it and they kept putting
things my way”.
Eventually Simon got a column
called Eyewitness that recreated famous
matches by interviewing those who took
part in the game. He explains: “Stephen
Chalke, who also wrote for WCM and ran a
small publishing house, suggested I wrote
a cricket biography for him. Because I loved
wicket-keeping he suggested Alan Knott,
the former brilliant England keeper – and
a wonderfully eccentric man. I got in touch
with Knott and he said ‘No. I’m sorry, I

24

Simon with cricketing legend Clive Lloyd

don’t want to write a book with you’. I was
crushed, but Stephen Chalke asked who
is my cricket hero? I said – Clive Lloyd, the
West Indies captain. And he said ‘Well, call
him then’.”
“Now, I thought, there was no way
in the world that Clive Lloyd would
write a book with me. But, amazingly,
he said yes, and in 2006 and 2007 we
wrote Supercat together, which was his
official biography. Clive is from Guyana in
South America, so we went there, and also
to Barbados and Trinidad. I blew all my
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advance on travelling to the Caribbean but
it was a brilliant experience. To be honest,
I didn’t really know what I was doing. I’d
never written a book before and found the
whole experience quietly bewildering. But
after a lot of sweating we got it published”.
“The time I spent with Clive I’ll never
forget. We became good friends. I think it’s
fair to say that Clive is not just a great West
Indian cricketer but a great West Indian
too. He is a figure of immense dignity and
bearing, with a wonderfully dry and quirky
sense of humour. The region where he
grew up endured the human catastrophe
and humiliation that was slavery. That really
meant that people in the West Indies had
no historical heroes they could be proud
of - but they did have cricket. The cricketers
were the only national heroes – Headley,
Constantine, Worrell, Sobers, Richards and
Lloyd. And these men made their people
Hilltop News

proud to be West Indians”.
“So, I would say that
getting to know Clive has
been one of the great
privileges of my adult life.
And he was a fantastic
guide when I wrote Fire in
Babylon in 2015 which was
based on the movie of the
same name. And there was
a completely unexpected
symmetry to those two books and my own
experience growing up because the first live
cricket match I ever saw was the 1976 Test
match at The Oval between England and
the West Indies. I was seven years old and
I had this extraordinary sensory overload.
My dad and I sat amongst some West Indian
fans and I had never seen, heard or felt
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anything like it”.
Why do the West Indies play
“Here I was surrounded
cricket
like they do? “It’s quite
‘Outstanding…
by this amazing buzz of
a big question to answer! But
Lister’s book works if you try to unpack the history
humanity. And down there
on the pitch, the tallest man
magnificently, not of the region, the politics,
telling the West Indies team
just because he tells the legacy of slavery and the
what to do was in a white
contribution to UK life of the
a great story with British West Indian diaspora,
sun-hat with big glasses and
a moustache and it was Clive
unfussy clarity and you can begin to work out
Lloyd. So, I think that day
how these little dots of land
journalistic rigour scattered across the Caribbean
was certainly one of the most
but because – like Sea came to dominate the
formative experiences of my
life and I suppose it must
the best sports books world of cricket for two
have soaked right into my
decades”.
– it is not content to
subconscious and remained
‘Fire in Babylon’ was
there and probably only
stick to sport’…
winner of the 2016 MCC and
resurfaced when I started
Cricket Society Book of the
The Times
writing about cricket”.
Year and chosen as one of
“I think the story of the
the Waterstones ‘Best Cricket
West Indies and their cricket is the greatest
Books of all time’. The book was also
story in all of sport. When you set their
selected as a 2015 sports book of the year
achievements against their circumstances
in The Independent, The Guardian, The
as a people, it’s really quite extraordinary.
Observer, The Times and The Sunday Times.
I guess that’s pretty much what Fire in
So, you don’t need me to endorse the
Babylon is about in a sentence”.
book!...Ed
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Audrey Pamela Baxter Kenneth Charles Baxter
1936 – 2020

1933 – 2020

It is with great sadness that we announce

displays which she spent many happy
hours tending to. Some may also recall
the ever-present sheltie dogs, a special
love of Audrey’s, and not forgetting the
two donkeys who were often a source of
entertainment to passers-by!
Ken was also known for his long-term
service to the Bellingdon Village Hall
Committee and for Chartridge Parish
Council, which he chaired from 19861990 and again from 1991-1992. A highly
qualified engineer, he was well loved for
his practical abilities and was the go-to man
for anything that needed fixing!
Ken and Audrey moved from the area
in 2005. Ken passed away on 21 May this
year, following several months of declining
health. He died peacefully at home, with
Audrey, Iain and his two daughters, Carolyn
and Wendy, by his side. Then, despite
overcoming some recent serious health
challenges, suddenly Audrey also passed
away on 8 August. A small ceremony was
held for each of them at a natural burial
ground near their home in the Cotswolds,
with just immediate family. It is hoped that
wider family and friends can be invited to
a gathering next year, to remember and
celebrate them both.

the deaths of both Ken and Audrey
Baxter, former long-term residents of
Bellingdon and established members of
the Bellingdon, Asheridge and Chartridge
communities.

F

or 35 years they lived at Blue Pines,
Bellingdon, where they were well
known for the wonderful Blue Pines
Light Railway. From its humble beginnings
of simply a length of track and a trolley
for Ken’s young son Iain to enjoy, it was
lovingly and extensively developed over
the years by Ken and Iain, resulting in a
miniature railway that ran all the way
around the garden and paddocks and was
capable of carrying up to 25 passengers!
Ken and Audrey frequently opened up the
railway and gardens for charity events,
including the Bellingdon Village Fete, when
Ken extended the railway track through
the hedge and into the village hall grounds
next door!
Audrey’s love of the gardens at Blue
Pines was the perfect complement to these
charity days, as those enjoying the railway
rides were treated to her beautiful floral
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‘Knit for Community’
As a result of lockdown, earlier this year
the Framework Knitters (FWK) Livery
Company, of which I am a member, decided
to organise a knitting project to help those
who are homeless or would benefit from
a warm blanket. The aim was to bring
members of our Company (and other Livery
Companies) together with a positive focus
to help others. We ‘spread the word’ as
far and wide as possible via local papers
and TV in the Midlands, and knitting
magazines, Grapevine, and social media.
The reaction has been very positive and to
date over 350 people have contacted us to
ask whether they can help.

J

ust before Hilltop News went to press
we reached an incredible 100 blankets
either made up or in production, and
with many of our knitters keen to carry on
we have decided to produce knee warmers/
lap blankets for those who struggle to
heat their home and/or spend a lot of time
sitting down. The Hilltop community has
been fantastic and, led by Hilary Shepherd
and a number of WI knitters, as well as
great support from others, in particular
Katharine Dallas, what could have been
overwhelming at times with parcels of
squares arriving most days, has been a very
rewarding initiative. The project is likely to
continue for now as the darker evenings
and a possible second lockdown will be
hard and something positive to focus on to
help others will be needed.
The charities we are currently supporting
are Action Homeless in Leicester, as the FWK
Cottage Homes is there (three residents have
to date knitted six blankets between them),
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Hope Nottingham, who are closely linked
with the Meadows Food Bank and Glass
Door in London, whom the FWK supported
last year by donating 200 pairs of socks. We
are also hoping to help the charity Small Act
of Kindness near Watford and a charity in
Yorkshire. We have realised that the blankets
are not suitable for people who actually live
on the street as they are heavy and when
wet they will be heavier still and therefore
impractical. We hope that the blankets will be
used for those in sheltered accommodation or
for an individual who would benefit from a
warm blanket through the cold months. Our
other aim is to sell a few of the blankets to
support the charities.
For those who like statistics, Peter (my
statistician husband) tells me that the area
produced into blankets so far (not including a
large number of squares which are still to be

Hilary Shepherd knitting for the community

counted and sewn up) would cover a singles
tennis court and if we complete 10 more
blankets we can then fill the tramlines and
play doubles! Over forty-eight miles of wool
has been used so far!
Each blanket is unique and the photos on
the inside front cover show just a few of them.
If anyone would like to support this project,
whether through making a donation, buying a
blanket or knitting/sewing up for us we would
love to hear from you. I never thought I would
learn to knit and whilst it took a little while it
is a fun and inexpensive way to spend an hour
(or more!) in the evenings. Please contact me
directly via liz@lizgreen.co.uk
Liz Green
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HILLTOP NEWS nature notes

Observing Shakespeare’s Cytas,
Puttocks, Muskets and Standgales
Before coming to live in these villages, nearly 25 years ago, the only time I
had been lucky enough to see a Red Kite was in the Swansea Valley around
1980 when we saw a pair of them scavenging some sheep carrion on a hillside.
Apart from visits to zoos it was the largest bird I had seen in the wild.

S

ince the 1900s, mid and south Wales
had been the Kite’s last safe-haven
in the UK. Kites were persecuted by
gamekeepers and landowners almost to
extinction. Interestingly, in Shakespeare’s
day the Kite or ‘Cyta’ was a very common
site in towns and cities, where they were
scavengers. They played an essential role
feeding off the remains of butchered
meat and discarded carcasses from the
backstreets and courts of the metropolis.
So the sight, if not the benefit, of them
above the towns across the Chilterns today
is probably not very different to that found
in the average 16th century town. After
we came to live here it was an exciting day
when we saw our first Red Kite circling
above our garden. Since then they have
become a regular sight and in the late
afternoon regularly grace us with a visit,
swooping low over our house and trees.
In recent years we have regularly
enjoyed seeing a pair taking to the air
together, making good use of the thermals
as they rise upwards in ever-widening
spirals before heading off in search of food.
An extra treat this year, in the absence of
noise from droning aircraft and background
hum of vehicles, often the first we know
they are overhead is when we hear them
calling to each other with a shrill-pitched
’weoo-weoo-weeoo’.
There is a small mixed clump of oaks
and ashes down our valley which provides
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excellent all-year-round roosting for the
Kites. Unfortunately for them, they have
to compete for this prime location with a
pair of Buzzards that often use these trees
as a staging post for their daily forays.
Shakespeare used the derogatory word
‘Puttock’ for both Kites and Buzzards and
referred to their propensity to scavenge or
to pick on defenceless animals or birds.
When Buzzards take to the air their
soaring capabilities out-score the Kites.
They can stall their flight to remain almost
motionless as they slowly turn on a sixpence
with one wingtip remaining fixed to an
imaginary point whilst the other describes
almost a perfect circle, before the bird
wheels off into the opposite direction. Their
call sign is, unlike the Kite, a softer almost
melodic one, and transported in the breeze
sounds distinctly like a cat mew. This year
aside, it is quite hard to hear above the
general hullabaloo at ground level though
phonetically it is actually a characteristic
‘kiew-kiew’. For the last few years they
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have also, on and off, raised at least one
chick. These juveniles, once fledged, can
also be heard screeching in a less melodic
fashion for a short period in early summer.
We have a colony of Jackdaws, with
some Rooks living alongside them, which
take exception to both the Kites and the
Buzzards sharing ‘their domain’. This is
a frequent sight in the winter and early
spring when the Jackdaws are in courtship
mode. Several pairs of Jackdaws will try to
intercept and mob the Kites or Buzzards
as they launch themselves and begin their
acrobatic display. Occasionally, Jackdaws
will land a hit but more often than not the
birds of prey do their best to ignore them,
knowing once they reach a certain height
they will be able to use the thermals to outmanoeuvre the Jackdaws.
Aside from Kites and Buzzards the other
two regular raptor visitors to the Hilltop
Villages are Sparrowhawks and Kestrels.
Sparrowhawks remain largely unobtrusive
and unseen, except when they launch
an attack. Shakespeare made use of the
falconer’s word for a male Sparrowhawk
a ‘Musket’ (or fly). The favourite
Sparrowhawk attack site in our garden is
the bird feeder. Though a close second, at
this time of year, are the elderberry bushes
where the wood pigeons hang out.
When the Sparrowhawks were rearing
their young earlier in the year there would,
all of a sudden, be a loud kerfuffle as birds
on the feeders scattered in all directions:
replaced by a very dapper-looking
Sparrowhawk perching awkwardly on the
top of the feeder. Male Sparrowhawks
are very striking birds. First you cannot
fail to notice the eyes which are a strong
yellow and are focussing continuously
on everything around them. Second,
their matching bright yellow barred
breast plumage, with matching feet and
talons with specialised elongated toes for
grabbing small birds. Its call is a shrill kew
kew kew! In flight, the giveaway feature is
the long brown and fawn barred tail.
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In contrast,
the Kestrel,
or as known
in country
lore as a
‘windhover’, and
in Shakespeare’s
day the very
apposite ‘Standgale’,
is most often seen when
hovering motionless, but with
the head moving quickly to focus on any
movement which might be prey. If its focus
falls on an unsuspecting small mammal, the
Kestrel then drops suddenly to the ground
with pale yellow talons outstretched.
Between flights it frequently rests up on
electricity wires over fields, scrutinising the
ground for movement. Males have pinkish
brown upper plumage and creamy breast
feathers. The female is a mid-brown with
darker barring. The talons are modified for
catching small mammals and birds, though
it also supplements its diet with many
insects.
Interestingly, I noticed that, applying
the traditional classification system for
Birds of Prey, these common local species
– Kite, Buzzard, Sparrowhawk (Hawk) and
the Kestrel (Falcon) represent four of the
nine groups of the Birds of Prey family.
In common with all their fellow raptor
family members, each are highly specialised
carnivores but in most other respects they
are each examples of their worldwide
closely related group of birds.
It has been interesting to discover the
relative importance so many birds of prey,
including these four, held in the symbolism,
imagination and poetry of Shakespeare’s
writing. A close affinity with nature
reflected in Shakespeare’s use of language
has enriched our vocabulary but perhaps is
underappreciated in its everyday use today.
Chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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Autumn pub news

roasts are up and running and they will be
accompanied by live jazz on occasion in
October with actual times and dates to be
confirmed on the website.
On 10 October, the popular local band,
Numbers, will play live in the marquees in
support of Pepper Foundation, the local
children’s charity. Further details will be on
www.fullmoonpub.info in due course.

When you read this report, it will be two
to three weeks after it was drafted. In the
meantime, any number of new government
regulations, advisories, promises and
even laws will almost certainly have been
promulgated with an expected impact
on public house trading. At the time of
writing, the ‘Rule of Six’ law was in the
offing.

T

he following notes may, or equally
may not, be based on that regulatory
regime. The only sensible thing to
base your decision on whether and how
to engage socially with one of our pubs
is to keep abreast of what your favourite
pub’s openings and offerings will be by
checking their website or social media
concurrently with your anticipated visit.
Additionally, the local pubs have been
given licence to communicate their events
and status updates over Grapevine, which
now reaches well over 700 Hilltop Village
households. The following are some of the
communication links with our pubs:
Black Horse Inn
www.theblackhorsechesham.co.uk
Facebook: theblackhorsechesham
01494 784656
Full Moon
www.fullmoonpub.info
Facebook: The-Full-Moon-at-Hawidge
01494 758959
Old Swan
www.theoldswanpub.co.uk
Facebook: theoldswanbucks
01494 837239
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White Lion
Facebook: thelwhitelion
The following is a pub-by-pub roundup
of what would happen if the licensees
were able to fulfil the version of their
expectations as anticipated in midSeptember:
The Full Moon is making every effort
to comply with social distancing and
sanitation disciplines whilst maintaining the
maximum level of service and conviviality
under constrained circumstances. Hannah is
trying to keep indoor service going whilst
two heated marquees are operating on the
patio and in the paddock.
The autumn menu with hearty dishes
and some new wines will be ready by
October. Whilst fish and chips have been a
Thursday special, they can now be ordered
for any evening as a take away option.
Until 22 October, Thrifty Thursday will
mirror the eat-out-to-help-out scheme for
lunch and dinner. The Wednesday evening
special offer is sausage and mash including
a 125ml glass of house wine. Friday’s offer
from 4-7pm is £1.50 off alcoholic drinks.
Saturday brunch runs from 10am to 12
noon when customers would be given a
complimentary bottle of house wine if they
have booked a table for 4-6 people. Sunday
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The Old Swan has continued to operate
on a cautious basis as they are not able to
open the restaurant due to safety concerns
arising from its confined nature. Opening
hours for drinks service have tended to be
evening on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
and afternoon and evening on Saturday and
Sunday. A variety of outside food providers
have been visiting most days that the pub
is open apart from Wednesdays. There
have been wood-fired pizzas, gourmet
burgers, Caribbean street food, gourmet
sandwiches and fish and chips vans in the
car park. Since the plans and opening times
evolve from week to week, it is best to
check their Facebook pages and/or web site.
Announcements are made regularly on The
Lee’s Forum 2020 ‘grapevine’.
The public house and garden at the
Black Horse Inn are open Thursday through
Sunday from 12noon to 9.30pm. There is a
thoroughly defined Covid policy and safety
certificates displayed on a dedicated tab on
the pub’s web site.
Food is available every day and Buddy’s
Bar and the Garden Grill are usually
in service outside. Tables and Sunday
roasts can be booked by email at info@
theblackhorsechesham.co.uk.
The Barn has been refurbished, extended
and winterized for year-round functionality.
Assuming that government guidance and
regulation do not intervene, many special
events have been scheduled for the rest of
2020. These include Thursday Quiz nights
with a burger special, half price fish and
chips on Fridays in October and November,
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several cinema screenings, a Polish food
and vodka tasting night and Guinness Six
Nations rugby live in the Barn. The most
current notices of these events are posted
on their Facebook pages.
Building work by contractors in the
White Lion was expected to wind up by
early October, and the owners have been
able to move into the accommodation
on the first floor of the pub. Work on
restoring and enhancing the gardens and
car park will proceed during the autumn.
Due to the current restraints on trading
prospects as a result of the pandemic, the
owner and prospective landlady, Mandy
Grimwood, cannot commit to a definitive
date to relaunch the White Lion as a
trading public house serving the Hilltop
community. However, she is determined to
finish fitting the premises out as a public
house to be ready to reopen as soon as it
is a viable business proposition. Given that
the White Lion is a small pub, it is necessary
for there to be sufficient turnover to fund
all the fixed costs which will arise when she
is trading. These fixed costs that will need
to be absorbed include business rates, basic
staffing, commercial utilities, licensing fees,
professional fees, etc. Without sufficient
turnover, fixed costs would swamp the
business.
Bill Ingram
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Hilltop Villages Volunteers update

C

urrently, we are keeping a close
eye on the rate of Covid-19
cases in Buckinghamshire and
Hertfordshire. Thankfully, as at the
second week of September, the local
infection rate continues to remain low.
However, it is expected that there will be
an increase by October. If the number of
cases increases significantly locally and
lockdown arrangements are reinstated
for those needing to self isolate, we will
let everyone know about the reactivation
of the volunteering arrangements. We
will also get in touch with those who
volunteered during the earlier lockdown
and invite others to come forward to help
out. Meanwhile, we encourage everyone
eligible to go for an influenza vaccination
when offered and others to book with the
local chemists.
At the request of the Rothschild Park
Surgery in Tring, our dedicated team of
volunteers have continued to deliver
prescriptions once a week to those who are
unable to collect their own prescriptions.
We understand the pharmacies at
the Wendover Health Centre and the
Chess Medical Centre have put similar
arrangements in place.
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Recently, we have had a couple of
enquiries about lifts by car to hospitals.
Unfortunately, due to the stringent hygiene
security rules of the Covid-19 regulations
it is not possible for our volunteers to
undertake such trips. If you have a medical
appointment you should first contact the
hospital or your doctor’s surgery to find
out if they have put patient transport
arrangements in place. Some taxi drivers
have adapted their cars to carry passengers
safely. Alternatively, Chiltern Dial-A-Ride
are providing a limited transport service for
urgent appointments and can be contacted
on 01494 766123 or 07923 591 955.
Chris, Liz and Virginia, Co-ordinators of
the Hilltop Villages Volunteers
Phone 0845 8 735 737 or
email; hilltopvillageshelp@btinternet.com
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100 Club
winners
Cholesbury Village Hall

Curvaceous Cook

August 2020
£25 Lauren Allen, Westcliff on Sea

INVOLTINI

£15 John Farmer, Buckland Common

You can make involtini with pretty much anything and my original recipe was from my friend Letizia
Mattiaci’s wonderful book ‘A Kitchen With a View’, where it is made with pork and guanciale, though she
says that in the original Sicilian it was made with beef and provolone cheese.

£10 Bill Ingram, St Leonards

I made it with turkey breast, which is easily obtainable here in Umbria, and really cheap, and quick to cook.
I think proper guanciale (cured pig jowl) is too fatty for English taste, so I used very thin streaky bacon.

September 2020
£50 Christopher Allen, Westcliff on Sea

The breadcrumb mix is lovely on top of mac and cheese, or pasta dishes, or with meat rolled in it, or added
to meatballs, so I always make plenty and freeze it for instant use.

£25 Anne Butterworth, St Leonards

Whizz up in a processor: 300g bread, ideally old and a bit dry; 3 tbs grated parmesan; 1 tsp salt; 3 tbs
parsley; 1 large clove garlic, sliced; little salt and black pepper.

£15 Joan Walton, Hawridge.
For membership, please contact
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email
jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

When fine, lay out on a tray to dry.
Meanwhile, lay thin slices of turkey breast between two layers of cling film or greaseproof paper, and gently
bash with a rolling pin until really thin.
Stretch the bacon slices with the back of a knife. You will need enough to cover the turkey.

St Leonards Parish Hall

Lay the bacon on top of the turkey, then sprinkle with the breadcrumbs to just cover. Roll them up to some
sort of a tidy roll. The turkey is very forgiving, and you can easily make neat packages!

August 2020
£25 Miss E Harris, St Leonards
£15 Mr J B Lake, Chivery Farm Park
£15 Mr M Mariscotti, St Leonards

You will need 3 wooden skewers for 2 rolls. Poke through a sage leaf, then one end of the roll, then another
leaf, then the other roll, then another leaf. Repeat twice across the pair, so each pair is firm enough to
handle easily.

For membership, please contact
Richard Leat on leatrj@yahoo.co.uk
or 01494 758784.
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You can bake them at this stage, about 20 minutes on 190. I prefer to put them on the BBQ, where they take
about 15 minutes. Rest for a few minutes, then pull out the skewers and slice.
They are delicious hot or cold, and make a good picnic item as they hold their shape. You could leave out
the bacon, but I think it helps to keep the turkey moist.

V V

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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Hilltop News

We welcome all news, letters and articles
which are of general interest and relevance
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for
inclusion in the December/January edition
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne
Butterworth (Church Matters) by
12 November latest. Please note that
photos sent online must be at least 2,500 x
1,750 pixels in size.

Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449
grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700
anne@churchcottage.eu
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250
annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882
info@michaelspark.com
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printing
Orbit Press, Chesham 01494 778053
info@orbitpress.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making
and is funded by advertising.
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