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Out in the country…
This pandemic has encouraged many
people to get out and enjoy nature.
Scientists now tell us that connecting with
nature counters anxiety and depression,
improves mood and well-being and
reduces stress.

W

e are lucky here in the Hilltops
to have splendid walks on our
doorstep and many of us have
been out and about locally more than
usual during these restrictive times. A
handy walking companion is a series of five
guided walks which can be downloaded
from the cholesbury.com website for
printing off or used while being displayed
on a phone or tablet as you walk. Each
starts from a local pub (though the Rose &
Crown is no longer there of course). The
walk leaflets were originally produced by
the Local History Group to celebrate the
Queen’s Golden Jubilee. Each contains
information about local history, wildlife
and landscape that you might encounter on
your walk. Keep safe and continue to enjoy
our beautiful countryside.
Hilltop Villages Volunteer Group
As the country entered a second lockdown
the Hilltop Villages Volunteer Group swung
back into action with offers of support
and help. If you live in the villages of
Buckland Common, Cholesbury, Hawridge
and St Leonards, or just outside, and
need assistance with groceries shopping,
prescription collection and other needs
please call: 0845 8 735 737 or email:
hilltopvillageshelp@btinternet.com. A full
update from the HTV Volunteer Group is
inside this issue.
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Follow splendid walks around the Hilltops

In this issue
• A walker’s tale
• A thriving family business
• Scope to improve broadband speeds
• Recommended reading for long
winter days
Plus, our regular features…
Chris Brown, in his Nature Notes looks at
what some might call ‘creepy crawlies’
Our Curvaceous Cook finds a tasty stuffing
for our Christmas roast
…and full reports from our churches,
school, pubs, councils, clubs and societies.
Opposite
Our local photographers have been out in
force as ever to provide wonderful local
images for the Commons Preservation
Society 2021 calendar.
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Defibrillator
A reminder that the parish council
defibrillator is located on the side of
Cholesbury Village Hall. If you encounter
an emergency situation, please call 999 and
they will give you the code to access the
defibrillator. If you do have need to access
it, a call to the council (when convenient) to
let us know would be appreciated, in case
replacement pads etc are needed. Thank you.

hank you to
everyone who
supported
a friend or
neighbour during
the November
lockdown. As
Chairman of
Chesham & Villages
Community Board
I made available
£2000 to Chesham
Help for Coronavirus
Group whilst Cllr Jane MacBean asked the
Parish Council, through Cllr Chris Brown, to
let us know if support was needed in the
Hilltop Villages. That said, you are welcome
to follow our next meeting online on
3rd December, when our focus will be on
supporting our community from the aftereffects of Covid 19. I should add that our
budget is carefully managed and we have
a funding committee which includes Emily
Culverhouse and Peter Jones, but it is very
much available to benefit local activities.
During the last two months several
meetings have been held with HS2,
specifically to talk about traffic movements
on local roads. Jane MacBean and I
are especially concerned at present by
HS2’s over-reliance on the A413 and the
repercussions for rat-running on roads that
were never designed for the construction of

T

Virtual meetings
The parish council will continue to hold
meetings virtually for the foreseeable
future and have moved the start time to
5pm. Below are the scheduled dates for the
next meetings. If you would like to attend a
meeting, please contact the clerk and a link
to join will be sent to you.
• Monday 18 January 2021
• Monday 22 February 2021
• Monday 29 March 2021
If you need advice or assistance Parish
councillors and myself are available to be
contacted as usual.
Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk, 07769 698652
Email: parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Your Parish Councillors are:
Chris Brown (Chairman): 758890
Bill Ingram (Vice-Chairman): 758258

such a vast infrastructure project. Trucks will
be travelling north through the Deep Mill
railway bridge to 11 compounds and work
sites. Some of these have multiple gates
on the plans but just one Victorian bridge
to access them. We will do our very best to
prevent rat-running through the villages
and are working as a team with colleagues
from Great Missenden and The Lee.
Despite Government restrictions, the
small Remembrance Service at St Leonards
War Memorial was poignant and reflective
on a mild winter morning. Representatives
from the villages participated in a short
but moving service and it was good to see
familiar faces from across the parish.
Can I wish everyone a very Happy
Christmas and successful 2021. Hopefully a
vaccine will be available soon, and whilst
we are not in the vanguard of Coronavirus,
we want our lives back! Please let me know
if I can take up your concerns with officers
at County Hall.
Patricia Birchley
Chiltern Ridges Division
Patricia.Birchley@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
07714 704017

Nigel Blomfield: 758314
Diane Brackley: 01296 625081
Philip Matthews: 758205
Francis Sanger: 758767
Buckinghamshire Councillors:
Councillor Birchley: 07714 704017
Councillor Rose: 837688
Councillor MacBean:  07812 177794
Buckinghamshire Council:
Contact number: 0300 131 6000
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Hawridge and Cholesbury C of E School

I’m writing this on the first day of the
second lockdown and am pleased to say
that, this time, schools will stay open.
Parents breathe a sigh of relief. Best for the
kids. Thank you, teachers.

Q

uiz question - how many kilometres
is it from Buckinghamshire to
Bethlehem? Yes, well done - it is
4,973km, 34km of which is water. And, for
those who find themselves suspicious of
something as logical as the metric system
(like me), that’s a shave over 3,090 miles.
Why am I telling you this? Our school needs
more space. The guidelines brought in to
continue education during the pandemic
means the children can’t mix in the way
that they used to, which limits options for
staff. But to get more space, the school
needs a building. The selected building
is a rather attractive wooden affair that
resembles an olden days’ train carriage,
wheels and all. It will be built by one of the

dads and will give the school a welcome bit
of flexibility.
So, to raise money for this building that
puts the fun in functional, the children
and their families have pledged to walk to
Bethlehem - virtually. This means we’ve all
gone Strava-(other-apps-are-available)-mad,
tracking every walk we do as winter starts
to trample the golden leaves of autumn.
During half term, my daughter cajoled
me into walking three miles a day and we
managed fifteen miles during the week. As
the wind got up and the rain howled down,
I thought the only winner here is the dog,
who has almost doubled his daily exercise.
A relief for all. Swimming the 34km has
suddenly become a bit more difficult due to
lockdown. But there are a couple of game
parents, me included, that would be willing
to don a wetsuit and risk brain freeze to do
some open-water swimming.
This is a great cause that benefits the
children of our community and goes a
little way to future-proof our school for
any measures that remain in place once
we get back to something like normal.
So, if you can spare a few quid, if only as
recompense for enjoying the idea of all
these families tramping around in the cold
and dark of lockdown, then please visit the
school’s JustGiving page. Every penny helps.
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/
followingthestar
Other news
Unfortunately, due to Covid, there will be
no Christmas Fair this year.
We’re all very much looking forward to
Virtual Parents’ Evening.
Children are now used to going to school
in PE kit and wellies. It’s quite a look:
pandemic panache.
Rob Scott
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Local History
Group
All the following talks
will be presented by
video conference…
On Friday 4 December
convening at 7.15pm for a 7.45pm start…
LIBERTY: The Bucks man, the London shop,
the global style.
The speaker is Will Phillips Keeper of
Social History at Bucks County Museum.
Liberty, the iconic London shop, needs
very little introduction. Yet the story of this
world-famous department store is full of
surprises, from its historical connection to
Buckinghamshire to the effects of wartime
on the company’s creative vision.
On Wednesday 9 December at 3.30pm…
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Due to the postponement of the May 2020
meeting the AGM was also postponed. This
meeting will now take place on the above
date by video conference.
On Friday 8 January convening at 7.30pm
for a 7.45pm start…
RESEARCHING THE VACHE AND NEWLANDS
PARK: Regicide, defamation, suffragettes, a
great explorer and some garden history.
The speaker is Sarah Tricks, one of
our members and as a member of Bucks
Gardens Trust.
The talk will focus on two properties.
Newlands Park is perhaps best known as the
home of the Chiltern Open Air Museum.
Earlier it had been a refuge for suffragettes
and benefitted from the attention of
a recognised landscape architect. The
neighbouring property, The Vache, was
home to a regicide, a disgraced Admiral
and which may have been visited by the
Queen of the Sandwich Islands!
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On Friday 5 February at 7.30pm for a
7.45pm start…
SOCIAL HOUSING IN AMERSHAM RURAL
DISTRICT
The speaker is Emily Toettcher who is
curator of Amersham Museum.
The talk will describe the growth of
social housing in Amersham between the
two world wars. Emily will explore the
pressures upon the Amersham Rural District
Council, and the choices they made about
the location, style and comfort of homes
as they evolved over time. She will include
details of some innovative schemes. During
this time three social housing developments
in Cholesbury and Buckland Common were
built by the Amersham RDC.
Membership subscriptions and entrance fee
The subscription for Membership of the
Local History Group for 2020-21 will be £10,
for which you can attend all eight meetings
from October 2020 to May 2021, receive
the annual Newsletter and invites to LHG
outings. Attendance for a single meeting
is £4. To join and pay the membership
subscription or to pay a single meeting
‘entrance’ fee, see contact details below.
How to attend our meetings
To attend any one of these meetings
you will be sent a link so you can watch
from your computer, laptop or ‘tablet’. To
obtain a link, and guidance on joining the
meeting, see contact details below.
Contact details
Please contact Richard Leat, phone 01494
758784 or email leatrj@yahoo.co.uk
Chris Brown
01494 758890
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CHOLesbury cum St 
LEONARDS HORT SOC
‘The best way to enjoy a garden is to put
on a wide straw hat, hold a rake in one

somewhere in the vicinity…
Ilex. x altaclerensis ‘Hodginsii’ - Stronggrowing male with purple shoots and large,
glossy leaves. A reliable pollinating partner
for fruit-bearing female hollies. Best suited
to large spaces. AGM. H 14m.

hand and a cool drink in another, and tell
the man where to dig’

T

his quotation was on a card I recently
received. It had been sourced at
Stourhead: a wonderful garden.
I assumed ’the original’ must refer to a
well-to-do land owner and their team of
gardeners, but no. After some delving
it is attributable to Texas Bix Bender – a
compiler of anthologies of witticisms
relating mainly to cowboys. Still it makes
one think of summer.
The Hort Soc report for this winter
issue of Hilltop News always seems to be
a round-up piece - gardening Christmas
presents, top ten plants, etc. Gardening
magazines (and my reports) don’t tend to
cover prickly plants as a subject. But prickly
plants are not seasonal, not welcoming, I
hear you say. Well, there is nothing more
seasonal than holly, and whilst not all
hollies are prickly, many of the best are…
Ilex aquifolium ‘Pendula’ -This female
develops a broad, umbrella-shaped crown,
with numerous branches drooping to the
ground. Prickly, dark green leaves and rich
purple shoots. H 3m+.
Ilex koehneana ‘Chestnut Leaf’ - ‘My
favourite holly needs space to develop its
broad-based, dense column, clothed with
large, glossy, boldly veined and spinetoothed leaves. Free-fruiting. AGM. H
10m+.
Ilex aquifolium ‘Flavescens’ - The
moonlight holly has plentiful red berries
and leaves that are suffused with pale
yellow and especially effective when young.
Best in full sun. H 5m+.
Remember, in order to get flowers
and berries you will need a male holly
8

You may spot that I haven’t included
any truly variegated hollies. It is a matter
of preference but generally I am not
keen on variegated plants. However, you
get double prickles with this one: Ilex.
aquifolium ‘Ferox argentea’.
Hollies can be pruned into hedges,
although most of these grow better as
trees. Certainly, the pendula variety would
need careful management or you will lose
the dropping effect.
Eryngium ‘Miss Willmott’s Ghost’
has been mentioned on Grapevine. The
prickles, which are fearsome, are really
only effective from June. They self-seed
profusely and as a result I probably cut
mine down sooner rather than later. MWG
is a luminous grey/white but I had a couple
of plants this year that had more than a
little blue tint. I may have produced a cross
with one of the very blue eryngiums…
Eryngium varifolium – a compact sea
holly, with small spiky flowers on sturdy,
upright stems from July to September
‘Big Blue’ – as the name suggests, the
flower cones are large and a very intense
blue. They appear from June to August and
contrast beautifully with the grey-green
leaves.
‘Picos Blue’ – a more intense blue than
the species bourgatii, and slightly larger.
Eryngium x tripartitum – with its
branching violet stems emerging from a
rosette of leaves.
The MWG tends to be biannual which is
not an issue with something that self-seeds
so freely but the bluer forms are perennial.
Hilltop News

For Lord of the Rings fans there is a short
one called ‘The Hobbit’.
The blue perennials are definitely plants
for all seasons, as they stand well into
winter and can be cut for use both fresh
and dried.
Another plant to consider would be
the berberis family (Barberry). All of them
are particularly vicious and can be kept a
reasonable size. There is even one called
‘Red Pillar’ which has an upright form. The
flowers are orange or yellow which can
be a striking contrast to maroon leaves
(Berberis thunbergii). The leaves tend to
colour well in the autumn but there are
also evergreen varieties with glossy leaves
(Berberis darwinii). The flowers are early, so
good for the bees and other pollinators.
Another prickly plant for the bees is
Mahonia media ‘Winter Sun’. They should
be coming into flower now and on the days
when it is warmer will be swarming with
bees.
Looking forward to next winter, why
not consider a winter border with coloured
stems of cornus sanguineum ’ Midwinter

Hilltop News

Fire’ mingled with Rubus cockburnianus?
The rubus is definitely not for the fainthearted but in the warm winter sun
provides a cheering display and can be
kept under control by cutting back hard
every year. Other colours (Midwinter Fire is
orange/red on new growth) can be found
in the cornus group but willows (salix) can
also be used. Willows grow from cuttings
very easily and can also be cut back hard:
in fact should be if you are growing them
for colour as it is the young growth that has
the best colour.
Having sorted out your deterrent – settle
down with a seed catalogue. Right now
2021 looks like the year of staying in the UK
and enjoying our gardens, whether flowers
or vegetables .
Happy Christmas and fingers crossed for
2021.
Sarah Tricks
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carefully since it can be easily transferred
from one area to another. It can grow on
land, on the water’s edge or submerged in
water and is therefore a menace. If denied
light under a layer of soil, however, it
cannot survive.  For this reason James dug
a pit near to the Bottom Ride where it has
now been safely buried.
As always after the wet weather the
use of heavy machinery leaves some tracks
but we were very impressed with the
careful job done by James and his workers.
Afterwards a family of moorhens seemed
to be enjoying their new-found freedom to
swim in the pond untrammelled by all of
the previous vegetation.

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY COMMONS
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Calendars and cards
Our beautiful 2021 calendar is available
from lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk (Phone
758440) and is already selling well in
what may prove to be a challenging year
since there are no Christmas Craft Fairs.
The calendar is also available from HCCPS
Committee Members and from Chiltern
Motors. It remains £10 and £1 for a robust
envelope for postage. I also have a supply
of our very popular cards featuring local
scenes and local wildlife (£1.25 each or 5 for
£5). These are blank for your own message.
We will do our very best to ensure that any
purchases can be collected or delivered
safely. Payment may be made by cash,
cheque (made payable to HCCPS) or Bacs.
Our account details are as follows:
Account Name: Hawridge and Cholesbury
Commons Preservation Society
Account Number: 50458015
Sort Code: 20-02-06
Reference: Payer’s name + Calendar/cards/
envelope (whichever applies).
Both the calendars and the cards provide
an important part of our income and we
are very grateful to all of those who help
make this happen: from the photographers
who kindly let us use their lovely images,
to Susie Bell who continues to design the
10

calendar free of charge; to Orbitpress who
do a great, cost effective printing job and,
of course, to the sponsors who contribute
to much of the printing costs.
Many of the sponsors have supported us
loyally over the years - WE Black; Chiltern
Motors; Chiltern Velo; Cholesbury- cum- St
Leonards Horticultural Society; Christmas
Tree Farm; George Brown’s; Full Moon
Pub; HG Matthews; James Jolliffe; MT
Loos; Orbitpress; Philip Matthews; St John’s
Vet’s practice. All funds raised go to the
maintenance of the Commons.
As I have had many compliments about
the state of the Commons and the work
that our contractor James Jolliffe has been
doing to keep them in good order (and no
complaints) I assume that everyone feels
that the money is being well spent!

Native daffodil planting
It was a real pleasure to work with four
Environmental Prefects from Year 6 at
Hawridge and Cholesbury School recently.
Becky, Bethany, Safwan and John together
with Christine and Mrs Howard planted an
amazing 200 little native daffodils near to

the bug hotel and others nearer to Edgar
Taylor’s bench.
We hope that more of the school
children will be able to enjoy other
activities such as topping up the bug hotel
with user-friendly materials, putting up
a few more nesting boxes and possibly
surveying for small mammals in the school
grounds. The children were assured that no
animals are harmed and shrews, which are
protected and need to feed frequently, are
able to escape through small holes in the
traps.
Duke of Edinburgh awards
Zachary Weaver and his mother Susannah
have been doing a sterling job on the
Commons over the past few weeks. They
have continued the work on the heather
beds to remove birch saplings and gorse
which would outcompete the heather if
left. They have also cleared much of the
debris around the dewpond after the
surrounding brambles were cut back by

Pallett’s Pond
James recently carried out work on the
pond to reduce the amount of invasive
weed. Since much of it was New Zealand
Pygmy Weed it had to be disposed of very
Hilltop News
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Joan have carried out for the community,
a bench will be erected - probably near
to the Village Hall. David’s contribution
to the Society has been outstanding, both
on the Committee as Chairman (3 years)
and Vice-Chairman (12 years) and for
many more years on Working Parties and
monitoring the work needing to be done
by the volunteers. In her Chairman’s Report
Lindsay Griffin reflected on the many
changes to the Society and to the Commons
during the time of David’s involvement. He
will be greatly missed on the Committee.

12

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.
Stay safe!
Lindsay Griffin

Subscriptions
Subscriptions for next year fell due at the
AGM and we are very grateful to all those
of you who choose to pay by PayPal or by
Standing Order. It is easy to pay by either
of these methods on our website: www.
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org
under HCCPS Membership. Alternatively,
you can pay by Bank Transfer:

Happy planting

James. The pond is now much more visible
and full of water at the moment. Zachary
and Susannah are now plotting the location
of the 40 veteran trees which were selected
as important trees on the Commons in
2012 and which warrant fostering. They
are using What3Words to establish their
location.
As you can see, we like to give DofE
candidates a variety of different challenges
during their volunteering and their help
on the Commons is very much appreciated,
especially at the moment when we have
been unable to hold regular Conservation
Group sessions. We are very pleased that
George Hill and Ben Morris are also about
to start to work with us on their Bronze
Award and do hope that other students
will choose to carry out their voluntary
work here in the future. It is very rewarding
to have young people involved and to
see their enthusiasm for caring for their
environment.

Account Name: Hawridge and Cholesbury
Commons Preservation Society Account
Number: 50458015 Sort Code: 20-02-06
Reference: Subs + Payer’s name.
Cash or Cheques (payable to HCCPS) may
be paid to Philip Prettejohn, Barncroft, Vale
Farm, Hawridge, Chesham HP5 2UG.

AGM
In these trying times of Covid19 restrictions
the AGM had to be held by Zoom on
24 November. This presented many
challenges for those of us unaccustomed
to holding meetings in this way and we
do hope that future meetings will be able
to take place in the normal way when
we can mingle together and enjoy the
first mince pies and mulled wine of the
season. My thanks to Philip Prettejohn
for sorting out the logistics of the Zoom
meeting. A fuller report of the meeting
will be available in the next edition of
Hilltop News and the Chairman’s and
Treasurer’s reports will be on our website
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org as
soon as possible.
One major change to the Committee
was that, after an amazing 41 years, David
Barnard stood down. In recognition of all
of the work that David has done for the
Commons and the work that both he and
Hilltop News
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
CRICKET CLUB
For the first time
in six months the
cricket club has
been truly quiet
in the past few
weeks. There
have been only
occasional visits to
the ground since
the beginning of
October. We had a fine weekend at the
beginning of last month emptying the
gutters of fallen leaves (the huge trees
behind the pavilion are doing their best
to nullify our work already) and hitching
up the skirts of the nets to allow yet more

the club which was so evident in 2020. So
I was delighted to be badgered by a few
of Hawridge & Cholesbury’s senior players
to bring forward our winter nets sessions
by a whole three months. Usually we start
looking for our kit and wondering where
we left our pads in March. (When I was a
kid growing up in the rural midlands, it
was even more lax. Our opening bowler
in the first team was the local farmer. He
used to stow his cricket gear in the barn
and not touch it again until the beginning
of April. One year, the first home game of
the season, he plonked his kit bag on the
table, yanked out his sweater and a family
of field mice who’d been cosily nesting in
his jock strap all winter, scattered across the
dressing room).
This time, we have brought senior indoor
nets forward to the beginning of January.
It’s a small thing but I was absolutely
thrilled that there was an appetite for us
to train again soon, stay keen, get working
on our game and give ourselves the best
possible chance for next season. It also tells

me that this is a bunch of guys who enjoy
each other’s company. And in any sports
team at any level, that is a priceless asset.
On the square, our new grass is
sprouting nicely and as soon as the weather
allows, we will complete the second phase
of its renovation. Our hope is that when
we get on out in the middle next year, we’ll
be able to play on a pitch that rewards our
batting and bowling to the full.
One final autumn task we completed
was to get up in the pavilion’s rarely-visited
loft. It contains a fantastic adventure
playground for what sounds like a good
dozen glis glis but not a lot else. But we
did bring down a dusty box full of club
archives. We plan to get some of the
choice things in there out on display in the
clubhouse before too long. One thing that
caught my attention was that this year was
the 100th anniversary of the founding of a
cricket team called the Chiltern Sports Club,
which according to the Buckinghamshire
Examiner was created by “a Hawridge and
Cholesbury combination we believe”. This

was news to me. I wonder if there had been
a schism at the club, which we know was
formed 35 seasons earlier?
Anyhow, they seemed quite good and
played their first game at the private pitch
kindly loaned to them at Brazier’s End by
Mr H.J. Turner. Boxmoor United were the
visitors and the new side scored 80 against
them. Due to the fading light, Chiltern only
had an hour to bowl Boxmoor out, so a
draw seemed inevitable. However, Boxmoor
didn’t account for the club’s fine opening
pair of Warr and Tomlin. Warr took 6 for
14 including a hat trick and Tomlin (one of
three in the side) backed him up with four
wickets. Poor Boxmoor were dispatched in
45 minutes for just 26 before the sun set.
A convincing win for the local men on the
new side.
I can’t help wondering what caused our
predecessors to form their team. Perhaps
over the winter, I’ll do a bit more digging
about the Chiltern Sports Club.
Simon Lister

leaves to blow through and not rot on the
practice area as winter progresses.

T

he sight screen was wheeled over
from the far boundary to hibernate
with its mate next to the crab apples
and the tarpaulins were taken off our three
covers and stowed away, leaving only the
bare skeletons of the frames on show. And
with that, the season was over. Oh. There
was one more job requiring six men: we
shoved the pool table which has been in
the middle of the home dressing room for
the past few seasons back into the pavilion.
It’s still beached on its side as I write, but if
lockdown ever ends and we can ever share
a pint and a laugh together indoors again,
we’ll get the pool table righted and reel off
a few frames.
I think that every time I have written
this season, I have mentioned the spirit at
14
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

ur Institute held their Annual
Meeting by Zoom on the afternoon
of Monday 19 October. Carolyn
Conlan ably acted as host and ensured that
all went smoothly - new skills are certainly
being learned during the pandemic. The
Financial Statement was approved and
Sylvia Lee gave her Secretary’s Annual
Report of activities over the past 12 months,
much curtailed since February. Carol Henry
gave the President’s Report with the
welcome news that the present committee
are prepared to continue in post, ensuring
that our WI will also continue.

here has been a
rise in the theft of
catalytic convertors,
taking place at all hours
of the day and often in
broad daylight. The converters contain
small amounts of three precious metals:
platinum, palladium and rhodium. The price
of these metals has soared recently and
provides a substantial return to a thief for
a few minutes work. Honda, Toyota, Lexus
and Mitsubishi Transit/Sprinter vans and
other high clearance vehicles are especially
vulnerable.
Don’t give fraudsters a Christmas or
Black Friday treat when you are shopping
online. Read Get Safe Online’s expert and
easy to follow tips - visit getsafeonline.org/
safechristmas
If you have any crime information to
report you can do this online at www.
thamesvalley.police.uk or call 101, and in an
emergency dial 999.
You can also call Crimestoppers
anonymously on Freephone 0800 555 111

O

With neither of our village halls seeming
likely to be available to organisations for
some time to come it is hoped that in the
New Year our January meeting will take
place by video conference. There was time
for a chat amongst ourselves before Carolyn
signed us out, apologising that she had
not played ‘Jerusalem’ at the start of the
meeting. Carol continues as our President
and will answer any questions about WI.
Contact her on 01494 758435.

T

HS2
From a lofty point of view
Where HS2 is cutting through
I’m sitting in a stately tree
When buzz-saw men, who can’t see me
Start felling beeches in these woods
Where bodgers turned chair leg goods
In leafy bucks, serene so far
Till monsters come to gouge a scar
And green veiled paths where bluebells
grow
Are laid to waste, raw earth on show
From russet leaves that tint the scene
To iron road replacing green

Shirley Blomfield (758314)

To what purpose do we need
More train journeys at high speed
In this world so full of care
Let’s take more time in getting there

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs

Maggie Sandell

Flowers for all occasions
01442 890184
07909 542149
annmalvern@sky.com
16
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Improve your
broadband speed

project was sent out on Grapevine and so
far we have had a good response from
across the parish. Using this interim list of
residences we have asked Openreach to
review the data and provide an interim
costing to provide the infrastructure to
enable properties to be connected up to an
FTTP Broadband service.  
We will be allowing a further period
up to 14 December during which time
we will aim to recruit as many extra
residents as possible across each and every
postcode area before crystallising the list
of residences and businesses who have
indicated so far they are interested in
participating. If you have not signed up so
far please act ahead of this date to support
this community-wide project.

Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish
Council launched a project in October
in conjunction with Openreach to bring
Ultrafast Broadband (with download
speed options from 45 up to 900Mbps) to
all the eligible premises in the parish that
want it. This broadband facility, known as
Fibre To The Premise or FTTP Broadband,
is sometimes called Ultrafast or ‘Gigabyte
Broadband’.
Why have we launched this project?
Although, since 2016, with the exception
of a small number of residences who could
get FTTP, most people have been able to
upgrade to Fibre to the Cabinet or FTTC
Broadband. Though this has improved
broadband speeds to some extent for some,
the further your property is from the ‘green
roadside box’ the more the broadband
speed drops off and the benefits of FTTC
reduce significantly. As internet services in
the future will place ever greater demand
on broadband speeds, anyone using
broadband will need faster and more
reliable services for work, education or
recreation purposes.
Who is eligible to benefit from this project?
To be eligible, residents and businesses
must live within the parish boundaries and
connect with the Cholesbury Exchange
via one of the four Cholesbury exchange
cabinets (green boxes). There are no
additional benefits for anyone that already
has access to FTTP broadband. We will be
working hard to get Openreach to deliver
the FTTP broadband service to all eligible
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properties. However, the final decision as to
which premises will be able to connect to
FTTP broadband lies with Openreach.
Why should I sign up?
By signing up you will be adding your
support to the project. The more people
who sign up the stronger our bid will be
which in turn will influence the grant
money Openreach will be able to secure
(see next section), the priority they will
place on this scheme and hopefully the
sooner they will install the infrastructure to
provide access to FTTP broadband.

When FTTP Broadband has been installed
how do I upgrade my service?
Once the FTTP has gone live to upgrade you
can contract with your current or another
ISP (broadband provider) to upgrade your

Broadband Service. You can opt for a range
of broadband speeds to meet your needs
up to 900Mbps. For most users a good basic
connection speed of 70Mbps should cost
no more than your present Superfast one
and there are a variety of premium tariffs
available for greater speeds. For instance,
downloads at 150Mbps would typically cost
about £40 per month.
How do I sign up to participate in this
project?
If you are interested in participating,
you can do this by sending an email
to cholesburyparishfibre@gmx.com. with
the subject ‘Sign me up’ and provide:
1. your name
2. C
 omplete postal address with
Post Code
3. Landline telephone number.
If you operate your own business, are
self-employed, a contractor, consultant,
freelancer, sole trader, etc from this address,
include any additional landline telephone
number. If you run a charity from this
address, please include details: name and
Registration No. etc.
How can I find out more about the project?
More information is available at:  
www.cholesburyparishcouncil.org.uk and
go to ‘Noticeboard’.
If you have further questions…
Send an email to cholesburyparishfibre@
gmx.com with ‘Questions’ in the subject
heading.

How is the installation of fibre to be
funded?
There are two elements to the funding.
The first is from Central Government
under its ‘Rural Gigabit Voucher Scheme’
(RGVS). The second grant is provided from
Buckinghamshire Council’s RGVS Top-Up
plan. Openreach will apply directly for this
grant money. Residents are not required to
take any action at this stage.

Chris Brown and Bill Ingram on behalf of
Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish Council

What progress has been made so far and
what will happen next?
During October, information about the
Hilltop News
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He walks the paths
The gnarled hands rested atop the antler
capped walking stick, his chin resting
there, eyes surveying the surrounding
woodlands. Two pointers sat by his side,
their backsides hovering just off the
ground, anticipating his command to work.
A slight grin flicked across the craggy
face as he looked down at his constant
companions, who were, by now, desperate
to be off. “Wait!” he said, so quietly.
“All right Girls!” “Get on!” With a
collective yelp, the pair exploded away, to
quarter the ground in front of their master,
mentor, friend. The pair disappeared
into some rough lop and top at the base
of a clump of pollarded oaks. Almost
immediately a brace of pheasants erupted
from cover, to clatter, noisily skywards.
The dogs re-appeared, in hot pursuit to
stop as his whistle was blasted once. They
stood, staring at the noisy pair of ringnecks disappearing into the sunrise. He
moved soundlessly from his vantage point
to intercept the eager pair. They waited
for his next command, which he gave as he
walked. “Seek about!” he called as a hand
movement indicated the direction of hunt.
The trio moved as one up the brackenstrewn slope, the sound of a horse’s hooves
on the metalled road echoed into the
distance. A low whistle, through pursed
lips, drew the pair close, his piercing eyes
watching their every move, his ears hearing
every tiny whimper and whine the pair
made.
The wind blustered through the trees
pushing the rain into the man’s face,
making him pull his collar against the
20

intrusion, and dipping his head down
against the squall. His breath rasped against
his grey craggy bearded chin, leaving
droplets of water glistening in the early
morning light. The two pointers walked
to heel as one: they too, heads down
against the chill rain. The mud pulled at his
boots making forward progress slow: the
rhythmic plop, plop of the mud’s release
as he trudged on. It was a cold, wet and
unpleasant, but still he wouldn’t miss his
morning constitutional for the world.

high above his head. It folds the huge
wings and ruffles its feathers.
Another shrill call vents from its beak,
its large eyes missing nothing, its majestic
head cocked to one side, listening,
watching, daring him to reply. A few
seconds pass, then the man grins before
making another low call. The sound, this
time is a quieter, mewing sound. This settles
the free spirit of the wood, field and sky.
The man walks soundlessly over to the
base of the large tree, looking up to make
eye contact. The pair size each other up,
absolute respect for each other’s position,
he of the earth, she of the air. Long seconds
tick by, then as one they turn away, neither
a winner, neither a loser.
*   *   *

*   *   *
A shudder ran through him as the icy
blast finds a small tear in the old, tweed
shooting suit, which was made for his
father. The jacket had hung on the end of
his pater’s deathbed. It was the only thing
he had taken as his father finally slipped
into another world, free of pain. It was an
article of little value, but priceless to him.
The gaudy tweed jacket and breeks were
threadbare, torn and tatty, but in his eyes
they were perfect.
A shrill, eerie cry echoes like a gun-shot
around the bare skeletal trees standing
around the bleak clearing. Looking
skyward, rain making him wipe the
intrusive liquid from his old eyes. A huge,
ghost-like shadow swept over the clearing,
to be made solid as the red kite wheeled
and soared above him, effortlessly resting
on the unseen thermals, totally at home
in its territory between cloud and earth.
A mimicking call escapes the man’s pursed
lips, causing the large bird to wheel around
and swoop down towards the trio. The
tweed-clad figure whistled once again and
the large bird alighted on a bare branch,
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The rain blusters through the trees,
making the man put his head down, a
dribble of water running from his hat brim.
His eyes are slits as he looks toward the
storm heading his way, the gnarled hands
pull his collar tighter around his neck,
for warmth. The dogs sit at his heel, ears
down, tails tucked, but still alert, searching
the deep recesses of the hedgerow and
cover for a movement, a sound, a scent.
The pair, as one turn to look intently at
a thick tangle of gorse and bramble that
hold a secret! The older of the pair lifts a
front foot, the tell-tale sign of a feathered
quarry, hidden deep in the shadowy
depth: the early morning light still had to
penetrate that deep chasm.
An impatient whistle escaped from the
matriarch, her
superiority
questioned by the
youngster. “Shush”,
he whispers quietly,
as she looks up at her master’s face, looking
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for a sign of what he wants her to do next.
Suddenly, a pheasant strutted from the
cover, to wander off into the jumble of
brambles and brash lower down the hedge.
Still the pointers watched the dark cover,
intent that something else was hidden in
the dark recess. Suddenly, like a periscope,
a deer head appeared from the brash, to be
swiftly followed by two others.
The roe stood, stock still, watching the
man and his dogs, waiting to see who
would break first. The regal heads turned
left and right, observing the man and his
dogs, but they didn’t present any threat to
the gentle ghosts of the woodland slopes.
This scenario was played out on many a half
-light morning: in fact, they almost expect
to see each other. A shrill whistle escapes
from the pointer pup, to be silenced by
her master. Not a harsh command, just a
reassuring, soothing, word.
He raised a hand in salute to his
woodland friends, to walk away leaving
this little family to its grazing.
Mike Wallis

21

Good books for bad
times…
We’ve had an amazing response from
readers of HN who have recommended
books which have allowed them to
immerse themselves in another world;
laugh out loud; marvel at the mastery of
a spy novel; travel to far flung places or
just generally feel better for reading them.
Books have an amazing ability to lift the
soul – something we are going to need in
the coming winter months.

H

ere are some of the suggestions
with a brief explanation of what
the book has meant for some of our
readers!
We had, for reasons of space, to limit
these recommendations. Please see our
next edition for a continuation of these
wonderful contributions.
Liz Green recommends ‘Meadowland’
by John Lewis-Stempel. ‘I have just started
reading this beautiful description of the
passing seasons in an ancient meadow on a
farmer’s land’. It makes you appreciate the
countryside around us even more than we
already do.
‘All The Light We Cannot See’ by
Anthony Doerr – a wonderful book about
a blind French girl and a German boy
during the Second World War. Incredibly
descriptive.
Joan Ingram recommends ‘Horse Heaven’
by Jane Smiley. A book packed full of
characters; it’s not about plot. If you make
the effort at first to get into this book, you
will be rewarded. I read it years ago and
when I think about it now, I still smile!
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Andrea Camilleri’s ‘Montalbano’
books (nothing like the television series).
Wonderful characters who develop over
the series and definitely have ‘attitude’;
great themes and, my goodness, the food!
Superb translations that take you away
from the Hilltops and transport you to a
Sicily without its dark shadow.
Bill Ingram suggests ‘The Cicero Trilogy’
by Robert Harris providing authentic insight
into the life styles and characters who
shaped a watershed era in the forward
march of organised civil life. Alongside
the elegant lives of the powerful and rich,
there is the brutality with which power
was achieved and maintained. If you’re
looking for a book to learn about an era
that shaped civilisation for better and for
worse, these books are just the ticket.
Liz Firth has travelled with Roger Deakin
in his book ‘Wildwood’’ – a journey through
trees.  From his home in Suffolk to Europe
to Central Asia and Australia he meets
Woodlanders from many countries…a
wonderful book to escape into.
She also suggests ‘Clear Waters Rising’
by Nicholas Crane, a geographer who
describes his walk across Europe; the
fascinating people he meets along the way
and his shared passion for all things wood.
Another book to take you away temporarily
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from the present time.
Katharine Dallas, an avid reader, talks
about ‘Tuesdays With Morrie’ by Mitch
Alborn. A true story of conversations
between a dying teacher and his former
pupil and his words of advice about
spreading compassion and love to the
world – the only thing that can make you
happy.
She also suggests ‘The Giant’s House’ by
Elizabeth McCracken – the moving story of
a librarian’s kindness to a school pupil with
a disability….a powerful and unique story
about connection, showing that miracles
can happen.
In the year of the 75th Anniversary of VJ
day, Ann Horn has revisited ‘The Railway
Man’ by Eric Lomax. An autobiographical
book about the author’s experiences as a
World War II prisoner of the Japanese.
She further recommends ‘The Help’ by
Kathryn Stockett– a moving fictional story
of a real situation when three AfricanAmerican women set out to change history
and the way in which domestic help for
white house owners in Jackson, Mississippi
was viewed.   As the ‘Black Lives Matter’
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campaign gains momentum, it’s particularly
relevant to the present day.
Christine Haysom strongly recommends
‘Operation Mincemeat’ by Ben Macintyre.   
A dead body is pulled from the sea - proof
that real life can be even more unlikely,
exciting and dangerous than the fastest
moving  spy story, this is Ben Macintyre’s
impressively researched tribute to the
ingenuity and determination behind one
of the most outrageous deceptions of
the Second World War. Told with all the
energy you could hope for, it does more
than justice to the clever, eccentric, tough,
and courageous characters involved in its
creation and execution. (Even the corpse is
brought to life).
A reminder that a little courage and a
sense of humour can see you through the
worst of times.
Some of these suggestions for the dark
winter months – Lockdown or later – would
make wonderful Christmas presents…Thank
you to all who contributed so generously.
Let us have your thoughts and further
recommendations which will be published
in our next edition of Hilltop News.
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Christmas is not
cancelled!

A seasonal quiz

The phrase we have heard all too often
this year is ‘things will be different’ and
that’s certainly going to be true about

1. Which monarch made the first Christmas broadcast?

Christmas. At the moment we don’t know

2. Which country donates the Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square?
3. Which Patron Saint is celebrated on Boxing Day?
4. Which English ruler banned Christmas carols in 1647?

what it might look like for any of us and
our traditional ways of celebrating may
largely not be able to take place. But the
message that we all need to hear and help

5. Which ancient people started the tradition of exchanging gifts at Christmas?
6. Which of Santa’s reindeer names means ‘thunder’?
7. Who had a UK chart hit with the song ‘Blue Christmas’?
8. What is wassailing?
9. The plant ’viscum album’ is better known as what?
10. In which film was the song ‘White Christmas’ first sung?
11. What is a male turkey called?
12. In which country was eggnog invented?
13. What did Adam say the day before Christmas?
Answers on page 50
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others to hear very clearly is ‘Christmas is
not cancelled’.

O

ur big parties may not happen; the
big family gatherings that some
can be part of are most likely not
going to be possible but the true meaning
of Christmas, the reason why we celebrate,
is as true today as it was 2000 years ago.
The baby Jesus was born to Joseph and
Mary in a stable in Bethlehem. God’s gift
to the world who came to live amongst
us, to bring Joy as well as knowing all our
struggles and sorrows.
Love came to the world and is still so
desperately needed at this dark time. This
year more than any other we need to be
mindful of our neighbours, of those who
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are isolated in their homes, those who are
struggling with their mental health, those
who are hungry. This December I encourage
you to take time to call on neighbours,
offering support if that’s what they need
or simply brighten up their day by letting
them know someone cares for them. That
will be such a gift to many.
Our churches are still very much open
and here for you, even if our buildings
may be shut. Please see here in Hilltop
News and check local social media as we
approach Christmas for details of the
services that will take place in our churches,
where that’s possible.
Keep safe...with good wishes for
Christmas.

Revd. Sally Moring
Vicar of Wendover &
Acting Area Dean
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Church matters

HAWRIDGE

Y

from the registers
ST LEONARDS
Holy Matrimony
27 September 2020 Hayley Kaye Anderson and David Martin Michael Atmore

CHOLESBURY

C

holesbury
church
continues to
adapt during the
Covid pandemic and
the latest change
we made was for
Harvest. We could not share a Festival
service with the popular Harvest hymns
and cancelled both the Supper and Auction
as these all involve meeting other people.
Instead we sent out an Appeal on behalf of
all three churches to Hilltop residents for
The Chiltern Food Bank. Local people were
very generous and the gifts were displayed
in the vestry. Tinned fruit was a popular
gift and was accompanied by a donation
of ten tins of custard. Tooth brushes and
paste were also provided and much more
including chocolate pudding, beef ravioli
and Marmite biscuits. Thank you to all who
contributed so richly to those in need.
Another popular Autumn event is
the Shoebox Appeal but, sadly, this was
cancelled by Rotary International and is yet
another victim of Covid.
The postponed Annual Parish Church
Meeting was held on 18 October and
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this was by Zoom. There was no change
in officers and John Farmer continues as
church warden and Liz Green as Secretary.
The formalities were completed to keep us
legal and then we discussed our financial
situation after a year without a Quiz, Cream
Teas or Fete. By the end of 2020 we forecast
that our assets will be lower by about
£3000, which equals the surpluses that we
had generated over more than three years.
Looking ahead to 2021 we have decided to
reduce the amount we pay to the Diocese as
our Parish Share until fund raising is again
possible.
We also resolved to start public worship
again and invited a retired priest to conduct
a Communion service on 15 November
but this was cancelled following the latest
government restrictions. We are allowed
to continue to open the church during the
day for individual prayer, as we have done
since June, and it is good to know people
have been using the church in these difficult
times. We intend to arrange a service to
celebrate the important festival of Christmas
so please do look at the schedule to see
what we are able to offer.
We wish you all a healthy and peaceful
Christmas.
John Farmer (758715)

Hilltop News

ou will read of the
reduced Christmas
programme of
services elsewhere in this
edition, so all this report
can do is to mourn
that this difficult year
for our Church and its
community, as for everyone, will continue
into 2021. Necessary though the restrictions
may be, we shall miss the usual activities
of the Parish leading to Christmas and the
whole community will miss the opportunity
to participate in our Carol Service on
Christmas Eve (we cannot see that the rules
will be so relaxed to allow a full Church
with many standing).
Our Churchwarden, Elizabeth,
participated in the Remembrance Sunday
joint Parishes outdoor service at St Leonards
by laying a wreath and reading the names
of the four Hawridge men who died
in WW1. Elizabeth will continue as our
Churchwarden. She was re-elected to office
at the recent, long delayed, Parish meetings
for the year. As much of the business of the
meeting (originally scheduled for March)
was to receive reports for 2019, it was of
less immediate interest than usual. Tim
Watts was re-elected to the PCC and also to
act as Hon Treasurer and Hon Secretary and,
as this is the time of year when the Parish
Share (the contribution to the Diocese’s
finances) is set, he was able to seek views of
those present on St Mary’s pledge for 2021.
Meeting even the reduced pledge, the PCC
has now agreed will be a very considerable
challenge and would be so even if all
restrictions are quickly lifted.

will remember the Friends was set up to
help with the ‘preservation of the Church
and its surrounds so as to be passed on to
the future generations’. Thanks to all who
contributed and, importantly, to those who
will be baking the cakes over the coming
year. But who was the winner? It was Sylvia
Watson, and as Janet writes, ‘a very fitting
winner considering how much time she and
James dedicated to fundraising events for
Hawridge Church over many, many years’.
The process of seeking a new minister
for our villages is continuing. Our prayers
are for the process to be swiftly concluded
by the recruitment of David’s successor and
that she or he can take up the post in the
very near future.
To all in the Hilltops, St Mary’s wishes a
very Happy Christmas and earnestly hopes
that you and your families will stay safe and
well in 2021 when we pray we may all meet
again in our Church.
Tim Watts (758040)

Our thanks to Janet Hopkinson for again
running the ‘12 months supply of homebaked cakes’ raffle that raised over £430
for the Friends of Hawridge Church – you
Hilltop News
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ST LEONARDS

Y

ou will see from
the table on
the centre
pages that every
effort has been
made to enable people to come to Church
at Christmas and we are most grateful to
all those people who have worked at the
various pieces of this ‘jigsaw’.
St Leonards welcomes everyone to an
outside Carol Service at 3pm on Sunday
20 December (to be held if wet at 3pm on
Christmas Eve.)
On Christmas Day there will be a Family
Service at 10am. According to government
regulations we are permitted between
16 and 20 people in the church given the
size of St Leonards - but sadly no singing.
You are of course very welcome to join us
standing outside. We are doing our best to
relay the service depending on how many
people register their intentions. PLEASE
do register before coming. The Revd. Ian
Ogilvie has kindly agreed to lead both
services
Hayley Anderson and David Atmore
had waited such a long time for their ‘Big
Day’! Their Wedding had been scheduled
for 4 April, just after Lockdown and had
to be postponed until another date could
be arranged. When restrictions eased and
30 people were allowed to attend, 27
September seemed to be a possibility – as
it happened just in time! A week before
the Wedding, the Government announced
that from the 28th just 15 people would be
allowed at a Wedding Service!
Restrictions made flower arrangements
difficult to achieve – Hayley therefore
made the pew ends most attractive by
using drapes of a similar material to her
dress tied with mauve satin bows, the
colour reflected in the sashes of the two
30

small bridesmaids and the elegant dress
of her chief Bridesmaid. Greeted by Revd.
Ian Ogilvie, Hayley, accompanied by her
father, looked radiant in her beautiful dress
of soft chardonnay net with delicate gold
samira embroidered bodice. Her small
bridesmaids and page boys along with her
chief Bridesmaid processed down the aisle
to Pachelbel’s Canon in D. Music was played
during the service but sadly no Hymns could
be sung.
The guests were, of necessity, spread
out around the church - quite a different
scene from the usual crush in the pews of
the past. Nevertheless, it was very moving
to witness Hayley and David being able to
make their vows at last! As a very happy
couple they came out of the Church to
Handel’s ‘The Arrival of the Queen of
Sheba’.
We wish Hayley and David much
happiness and a long life together – they
deserve it after such a determined effort to
have their special Day! An historic day in
the life of the church in St Leonards too.
As reported in the last edition of Hilltop
News four ash trees, all suffering from ash
die-back, are to be removed together with
the old apple tree in the orchard which,
having leaned precariously for many years,
suddenly keeled over. We shall miss them
all! A watching brief is to be kept on the
huge ash tree behind the church room
which is sadly showing signs of ash die-back
high up.
On a beautiful sunny morning in
September, Little Bears, helpers and parents
came to St Leonards Church for their usual
Harvest Visit and Service – with a difference
this year – rather like the first one in 2004
before the Church Room was built - it was
held outside! See a report elsewhere in this
issue.
Our APCM (Annual Parish Church
Meeting) was held courtesy of Zoom on 13
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came together – socially distanced behind a
cordon – to honour those from the Hilltop
Villages who gave their lives that we might
be free. Wreathes were laid on behalf of
Cholesbury, Hawridge and St Leonards and
Cllr.Patricia Birchley laid a wreath on behalf
of Buckinghamshire Council.
There could be no singing and no bugler
but at the end, the strains of Elgar’s Nimrod
filtered out through the main door – played
wonderfully as ever by Richard Charles.
We are as yet uncertain of future
government regulations regarding
Christmas gatherings and indeed Church
Services. We can only plan for the current
situation. However, we in St Leonards
wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a
peaceful New Year.
Jo Evans (St Leonards Parish Administrator)
07811094416
Hayley and David

October 2020.
Although we still don’t have a
Churchwarden, Gavin congratulated the
PCC for their successful management of
the church during 2019 and once again
Jo was thanked for managing so much of
the administration. He also thanked all
those concerned with co-ordinating the
production of the Parish Profile relating
to our seeking a replacement Vicar for the
four Parishes. The shortlisting of potential
candidates commenced on 8 November
with interviews scheduled for December.
Watch this space!
Service of Remembrance – Sunday 8
November. In a simple but moving service,
the Hilltop Churches were welcomed to
join with St Leonards in remembering
those who died in two World Wars. Gavin
led the short service and by government
request only six people were allowed to be
present. This was later extended to anyone
wishing to join in and about thirty people
Hilltop News

EILEEN LEVER
Eileen Lever passed away on 25 October
following a very short spell in hospital.
Eileen moved to Hawridge in the 1970’s
and was often to be seen walking
her dogs, most recently her beloved
Vallhund Gulda, across the Commons.
Full write up in the next Hilltop News.
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LITTLE BEARS
Little Bears Pre-School is continuing to
weather the lockdowns and stresses of
Covid 19.

B

oth established and new children
settled into life at the pre-school
smoothly in the autumn term,
confidently waving goodbye to their
parents and carers as they ventured
through the doors to discover a wealth of
toys.
The wide, open countryside on the
doorstep at St Leonards Parish Hall has
allowed the children even greater access to
outside play during these challenging times.
It is heartening to see that, despite the
necessary changes to help reduce infection,
the children are thriving and enjoying
being with friends in a safe and stimulating
environment.
Harvest visit
On a beautiful sunny morning in
September, Little Bears, helpers and parents
came to St Leonards Church for their usual
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Harvest Visit and Service - with a difference
this year. Rather like the first one in 2004
before the Church Room was built, it was
held outside!
Ann Horn took the Service following
Little Bears’ Risk Assessment, which was
a bit of a challenge from six feet away!
Charlie had to hide in a tree to avoid being
handled but the children soon found him
and showed initiative by looking for sticks
to reach him as they attempted to bring
him down to be with them as usual!
The Theme was giving thanks for this
year’s Harvest and looking at the seeds
ready to plant and grow for next year.
The children looked around and found
fallen leaves which were a sign of another
season about to begin as nature continues,
regardless of lockdown.
As we were outside they were allowed
to sing the Harvest Songs they had been
practising and then everyone sat around
and enjoyed the sunshine with their picnic
juice and biscuits - sadly we were not
allowed to offer their favourite home-made
biscuits - something to look forward to
next year!
Their generous Harvest gifts were
presented as usual and taken immediately
to the Chesham Food Bank.
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HILLTOP NEWS nature notes

Waiter, there’s a dipteran
in my soup!
I was reading a brand new book all about insects. It will never be a best-seller, nor will
Netflix be buying the film rights soon! An opening remark that caught my eye was the
question: “What is the oldest profession practised by people with their clothes on?”
According to Genesis 2: 19-20 it is a taxonomist! – Adam was given the responsibility to
give a name to all the creatures (and presumably plants).

A

dam would have had a big challenge
when it comes to naming all the
insects. There are over a million
known species of insects in the world
and many more unnamed and thought
to yet be discovered. In Britain there are
mere 24,000 or so species, but this is ten
times more than plants, and eight times
the number of other invertebrates, which
includes everything from worms and snails
to starfish and lobsters.
I think it’s worth starting by defining
what is, and what is not, an insect. It used
to be possible to say all ‘bugs’ are insects.
Some bugs are insects but only certain
ones are called ‘true bugs’, like bed bugs,
to distinguish them from those other
insects loosely called a ‘bug’. But bug has
a much wider meaning. Catch a cold and
it is said you’ve caught a ‘bug’. In this case
a microorganism, usually a bacterium, but
not a virus. When a computer program does
not run it is said to have a ‘bug’. I refuse to
use the term ‘mini-beast’ to distinguish any
insect with attitude from those that some
television presenters would consider boring.
The ‘rule of six’ was a rubric used to
distinguish insects which had six legs from
other near relatives which had eight or
ten and up to 354 for centipedes or 750
for millipedes! The bodies of adult insects
are segmented into three parts, head,
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thorax and abdomen. In comparison,
spiders only have two body parts whereas
millipedes may have hundreds. Most, but
not all, insects have wings, either one or
two pairs. Another characteristic feature
of insects, though not unique to them,
is metamorphosis. Insects have been
around for 400 million years and have
evolved considerably to cope with the
tumultuous changes in the earth’s climate
and geography. Their success is down to
their ability to adapt to these changes
and metamorphosis is both the means and
the evidence for their survival and success
whilst other groups of animals have long
since disappeared. Many representatives
of the primitive forms of insects thrive too.
Some inhabit our soil (springtails), others
our rivers (mayflies). Uniquely some even
float around our skies, at the whim of the
breeze, like thrips, or even scurry around
our kitchens in the dark, eg silverfish.
It would be reasonable to conclude that
our British insect collection comprises a
representative cross-section.
Annoyingly, we have
far more than our
share of those
species we
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consider annoying like
flies, wasps and fleas.
In the UK, flies seem
to love living with us
humans. They represent
30% of species compared to just
15% worldwide. However, when it comes
to the more exotic groups there are some
interesting contrasts.
Take, for example, beetles, known
collectively as coleoptera. They are the
largest group of all insect species in the
world, with 350,000, which is about
35%. Beetles only rank third in the UK
league table of insect groups, with 4,000
(16.6% of all species). Beetles often live a
clandestine life and finding and collecting
them became a craze for eccentric Victorian
gentlemen who might employ a servant
to collect beetles for them. Rare, mutated
variations and duplicates were traded for
ridiculous prices in the ultimate hobby in
an era before postage stamps. Fifty years
later when variations and rarity in postage
stamps provided a similar fascination for
the Edwardians, this was eminently a more
civilised hobby than scrambling through the
shrubbery for beetles!
The insect group comprising ants,
bees and wasps (hymenoptera) takes first
place in the UK with 7,000 species, (17%
of all UK insects). Across the whole world
they rank only third. Why is this? It’s all
down to climate and geography. Social
insects, like bees, wasps and ants are
evolutionarily closely related and highly
specialised to enable them to successfully
compete in all kinds of habitats. Their
use of elaborate constructions; hives, hills
and inter-connected tunnels and
caverns in which they can control
the climate is an insurance
policy against dramatic changes
in environmental conditions. The
architecture of these homes is welladapted to cope with extremes of
heat, cold and high humidity. In tropical
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rainforests and arid deserts
there are many species of these
colonial-living social insects.
Colony size rather than species
diversification, is more important
to the survival of the species
in the tropics. In the UK, ants, bees and
wasps can be found in every niche and
due to their social organisation they are
well-placed to cope with our unpredictable
climate.
My final thoughts turn to my favourite
insects: the butterflies and moths. The
lepidoptera are by far the most conspicuous
of all insects. The configuration, striation,
pigmentation and refractive qualities of
butterfly scales provide the colouration.
Unique photonic crystals refract the light
producing the iridescent blues and greens.
Pheromones, which females use to attract
males over great distances, are a second
feature of their highly evolved status.
Only 10% of UK species are butterflies
and moths compared to nearer 20%
worldwide. This is a consequence of the
more diverse, bountiful and nutritious
foodplants in tropical regions permitting
the caterpillars to invest so much more
energy than their UK cousins. In the UK
there are only 58 regularly breeding species
of Butterfly plus another 12 or so visitors.
Moths on the other hand are represented
by 2,400 species. The contrast between
caterpillars and the adult butterfly or moth
is one of the great mysteries, only recently
discovered through meticulous observation.
It is still not fully understood how the
former can transmogrify into the latter in a
matter of weeks.
Waiter, there’s a
dipteran in my soup!
Sir, according to my
taxonomic handbook
for waiters it’s a wine
fly. I think he must have
taken the pledge!
Chris Brown
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Cholesbury Lane

Winter pub news
In the current circumstances it is impossible to say anything

O

meaningful before the first week in December, when things

n the 23 September 2020,
Buckinghamshire Council refused
the retrospective planning
application associated with the intentional
unauthorised development on Cholesbury
Lane in Buckland Common. The reasons for
the refusal are set out in summary in the
Decision Notice / Case Officers Report and
the details are available on the council’s
website.
The Applicants have already appealed
the Enforcement and Stop Notice issued
by Bucks Council on 19 June. An appeal
against the refusal of the retrospective
planning application is likely to follow.
Representations by the Buckland Common
Greenbelt Protection Association (BCGBPA)
and their professional advisors made an
important contribution to the Council’s
determination.
Input from BCGBPA and the support of
their specialist advisors will be even more

may or may not become clear.
You can check the state of play with
our local pubs by using the following
communication links:
Black Horse Inn
www.theblackhorsechesham.co.uk
Facebook: theblackhorsechesham
01494 784656
Full Moon
www.fullmoonpub.info

Old Swan
www.theoldswanpub.co.uk
Facebook: theoldswanbucks
01494 837239

Facebook: The-Full-Moon-at-Hawidge

White Lion

01494 758959

Facebook: thelwhitelion
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important at the Appeal hearing or public
enquiry and the BCGBPA will continue to
represent the views of the community and
its members at the Appeal.
In addition to the hundreds of hours of
work done by Association members on a
voluntary pro-bono basis, this has been a
financially expensive process. The BCGBPA
has appointed a highly experienced
Barrister along with a top tier Planning
Consultant and commissioned an Ecological
Assessment. The level of public support
and the quality of the case presented
by BCGBPA was an important factor in
securing the refusal decision.
To continue their work the BCGBPA
needs your support and they urge you to
consider joining and/or making a donation,
so they can continue to protect the Green
Belt and AONB.
If you would like to become a BCGBPA
member, offer help, make a donation
(NB you do not need to be a member to
make a donation), or are interested in
their work simply respond in confidence to
bucklandcommon@outlook.com
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Hilltop Villages Volunteers update
As we all know, on 5th November the
Government announced a National
Lockdown. From this date we activated our
Hilltop Villages Volunteer Support. At the
time of writing the scheduled end date of
the Lockdown is 2nd December. Whether
this is the case as you read this will depend
on the restrictions imposed and the degree
of compliance.

R

egardless of this, for the time being
at least, the HTV volunteers will
continue to be on hand to assist
anyone with shopping, prescriptions or
other errands such as posting of parcels.
A dedicated team of volunteers has
continued to deliver prescriptions on
average once a week to those who are
unable to collect their own prescriptions.
We understand the pharmacies at
the Wendover Health Centre and the
Chess Medical Centre have put similar
arrangements in place.
If you currently have your prescription
dispensed by a High Street chemist, to
reduce the demand on our volunteers at a
particularly busy time for them, it would be
helpful if possible if you could arrange for
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your prescriptions to be dispensed by the
pharmacy at your Doctor’s Surgery.
We do hope by the time you read this
the restrictions of the National Lockdown
have been at least eased if not lifted in time
for Christmas. However, our volunteers will
remain available to respond to any need
you have for support.
Thank you to all volunteers on behalf of
those who have received their support and
to everyone who has kept a look-out for
their neighbours in these difficult times.
Please do get in touch if you need our
help or even if you would just like to talk to
someone. We are here to lend an ear.
Chris, Liz and Virginia: Co-ordinators of the
Hilltop Villages Volunteers
Tel: 0845 8 735 737 or email;
hilltopvillageshelp@btinternet.com
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Not just for farmers!
Many of you will regularly drive down the
Vale, passing ‘Browns’ (or George Brown’s
Agricultural Engineering to give it its full
title) and probably just think ‘farmers’ or
maybe ‘tractors’ as they pass.

B

rown’s of Chesham have been at
the site since the 1950s and make
up one of six branches across Beds,
Bucks, Northants and Essex with branches
at Haddenham, Buckingham, Daventry
and Dunmow, a Head Office at Leighton
Buzzard, plus a hire department and a 650acre farm at Verney Junction.
George Brown himself started up
his own blacksmithing business at the
tender age of just 19 in 1830. He was
joined by his son in 1850 and together
they made implements such as ploughs,
drills and horse hoes. Ernest, the third
generation, joined them in 1903 and the
farm implement business began semi-mass
production, including his own invention of
a parallel expanding horse hoe.
Shortly after the first World War Brown’s
started to sell early tractor models and in
1944 sold their first ever self-propelled
combine harvester. In 1959 the brothers
invented an automatic bale sledge - which
will still be seen in use on farms to this day.
Fast forward over 60 years and the
branches collectively employ over 140
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people with the fifth generation of Browns
at the helm and their sons heavily involved
in the day-to-day running of the business,
waiting in the wings.
In the last few years the original building
in the Vale has been completely renovated
to give a much improved office space and
a much larger area of shop space, which is
open to everyone, not just farmers! They
sell professional and domestic gardening
equipment (from ride-on lawn mowers to
a pair of gardening gloves), a full range of
Stihl goods and a country clothing range.
Whilst Brown’s of Chesham have
remained open throughout the Covid
pandemic it was water rather than a
global virus that threatened to bring them
to a standstill. In 2001 the Vale flooded
spectacularly for over four months, not
from rainwater surface flooding but
from groundwater thought to be linked
to engineering works at the Hawridge
pumping station and the shutting down of
the abstraction pumps. Brown’s yard was
flooded for months and their pumping
equipment worked night and day for 28
weeks to safeguard the building and those
properties further downstream from being
flooded.
They employ a high number of locals,
continue to run an apprenticeship scheme
and it is great testament to the branch (and
indeed the company as a whole) that their
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long-service record is exemplary. Many of
the branch’s 25 employees have clocked
up well in excess of 20 years’ service - one
of the most recent retirees having an
unbroken work record of 50 years upon
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his retirement. Even those who leave often
return! Peter Hopkinson, branch manager
and director, has just clocked up over 35
years with no sign of retiring quite yet!
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100 Club
winners
Cholesbury Village Hall
October 2020
£25 Andrew Carruthers, Cholesbury
£15 Guy Williams, St Leonards
£10 Jo Hobbs, Cholesbury

Curvaceous Cook

November 2020
£15 Bill Ingram, St Leonards

Gingerbread Stuffing

£15 Rupert Bullock, Hawridge

I found this recipe a few years ago in a magazine. Sorry I can’t reference it, as no idea where, but it has
become a firm favourite in our family and is just a bit different on Christmas Day. I have used it for turkey,
chicken and pork roasts. It keeps well, so I make it ahead = one less thing to do on the day.

For membership, please contact
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email
jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

In these strange Covid times I think many of us are anticipating a much smaller Christmas
celebration than normal and are looking for something a bit different.
In a processor, zap 250g onions and 1 peeled and cored eating apple.

St Leonards Parish Hall

Gently fry in 25g butter and a glug of olive oil till soft, about 10 minutes.

October 2020
£25 Mr and Mrs A Langdon,
Coppice Farm Park
£15 Mrs R Matthews, St Leonards
£15 Mrs P Hawkes, Buckland Common

Meanwhile, zap 375g streaky bacon and add to the pan. Cook another 5 minutes.
Add zest of a clementine or half an orange. Cool a bit, then add
400g McVities Jamaican Ginger Cake (other makes are available!).
It can now sit till you are ready to cook.

For membership, please contact
Richard Leat on leatrj@yahoo.co.uk
or 01494 758784.

V

Just before cooking, add 1 large beaten egg and some black pepper.
Either stuff into the rear end of the bird, or bake in a greased dish to be sliced at the table.
Bake on 180 for 20-25 minutes.

V V

Wishing you all the best possible Christmas, and an easier 2021

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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We welcome all news, letters and articles
which are of general interest and relevance
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for
inclusion in the February/March edition
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 12 January
latest. Please note that photos sent online
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449
grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700
anne@churchcottage.eu
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250
annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882
info@michaelspark.com
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printing
Orbit Press, Chesham  01494 778053
info@orbitpress.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making
Answers to seasonal quiz…
and is funded by advertising.
1. George V in 1932
2. Norway
3. St Stephen
4. Oliver Cromwell
5. Romans
6. Donner
7. Elvis Presley
8. The tradition of wishing neighbours
a long life
9. Mistletoe
10. Holiday Inn
11. Tom
12. England
13. ‘It’s Christmas Eve’ (sorry)
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