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A warm welcome to the new minister of our Parishes
Revd. Chris Haywood with his wife Georgie

February & March 2021

Our new minister…
Just before Christmas we were delighted
to announce the appointment of a new
minister for our four parishes, Revd. Chris
Haywood. If you are one of about four
hundred people who have watched the
Hilltops/The Lee online carol service on
YouTube you will have seen Chris reading
from St John’s Gospel and looking forward
to his arrival with us this Spring. The date
set for his licensing service is 29 April.

C

hris was ordained in the Diocese of
Leicester in 2018 following twentynine years working in the Health
Service. For the past three years he has
been assistant curate in the Benefice of
Hugglescote with Donington-le-Heath,
Ellistown and Snibston, but he and his wife
Georgie know Buckinghamshire well.
Our parishes have now been without
active ministry for three years, and it will
be very good to welcome Chris to our
communities. His appointment follows
a focused programme in which all four
parishes and Bishop Alan of Buckingham
have been fully involved.
The announcement of his
appointment can be found at: https://
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6002/
news/31553/new-vicar-appointed/
Gavin Oldham
Lay Chair, Wendover Deanery
Hilltop Villages Volunteer Group
s the country entered another
lockdown the Hilltop Villages
Volunteer Group swung back into
action with offers of support and help.
If you live in the villages of Buckland
Common, Cholesbury, Hawridge and
St Leonards, or just outside, and need
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Loading up for charity. Our Cricket Club helping
others…

assistance with groceries shopping,
prescription collection and other needs
please call: 0845 8 735 737 or email:
hilltopvillageshelp@btinternet.com. A full
update from the HTV Volunteer Group is
inside this issue.
In this issue
• A kite’s tale
• Still knitting for the community
• Eileen Lever and Eva Dell remembered
• Recommended reading for lockdown
• Ultrafast Broadband update
Plus, our regular features…
Chris Brown, in his Nature Notes , explains
why our world is elementary
Our Curvaceous Cook excites our taste buds
with a home-made mayo
…and full reports from our churches,
school, pubs, councils, clubs and societies.
Thank you…
…to our printer, Orbitpress, and everyone
associated with getting Hilltop News out in
these restrictive days – not least our loyal
band of distributors. With all good wishes to
everyone and hopes that, before long, we
shall be getting back to some semblance of
normality. Stay safe and well…Ed
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Improving broadband speeds and reliability
The Parish Council is in advanced discussions
with Openreach and Buckinghamshire
Council to secure funding and approval to
a project to provide access to broadband
speeds of at least 70 and anything up to
1000Mpbs by bringing fibre to the Premise
Broadband to most residents across the
parish (see article later in this issue).
Allotments
One activity which can continue during the
Covid pandemic has been the tending of
allotments. We currently have a few plots
available, so if you are interested please
contact me.

are interested, please contact the Parish
Clerk and, while we are holding virtual
meetings, maybe join us as an observer to
understand more of what the role entails.
New cast iron signpost
Buckinghamshire Council and Cholesburycum-St Leonards Parish Council have been
working together to repair and restore a
heritage cast iron signpost in Swan Lane, St
Leonards that had been damaged in 2020.
The Parish Council would like to thank
Councillor Nigel Blomfield for installing the
new sign in December.

Diane Brackley: 01296 625081

Road maintenance and repairs
The Parish Council continues to assert
itself in getting road maintenance issues
dealt with in a timely fashion. These issues
include flooding, pot holes, damage to
signage and road repairs. If you have any
concerns, or indeed become aware of an
issue, please either report to https://www.
fixmystreet.com/ or contact the Parish
Council.
Virtual meetings
The Parish Council will continue to hold
meetings virtually for the foreseeable
future and have moved the start time to
5pm. Below are the scheduled dates for
the next few months. If you would like to
attend a meeting, please contact the clerk
and a link to join will be sent to you.
• Monday, 22 February 2021
• Monday, 29 March 2021
• Monday, 19 April 2021
If you need advice or assistance, Parish
Councillors and myself are available to be
contacted as usual.

Philip Matthews: 758205

Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk, 07704-909324

Francis Sanger: 758767

Email: parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Councillor vacancy
The Parish Council currently has a vacancy
for a councillor. Could you volunteer
some time, energy and expertise to find
practical solutions and get things done
for your community? Parish councillors
represent residents’ views and press for
improvements to Buckinghamshire Council’s
services, such as roads, planning decisions
and enforcement, refuse collection and
protection of our environment. Meetings
are also held with police, health and fire
services and voluntary organisations. If you
Your Parish Councillors are:
Chris Brown (Chairman): 758890
Bill Ingram (Vice-Chairman): 758258
Nigel Blomfield: 758314

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

M

any people
will know
that
the new Lord
Lieutenant, Lady
Elizabeth Howe, lives
in The Chilterns. For
a number of years
she was Chairman
of the Heart of
Bucks Community
Foundation and will
be a real asset to our
County.
The Thames Valley Police report in
December 2020 stated that the Local
Policing Areas model had been restructured
resulting in a 13% year-on-year increase
in arrests. An increased number of locally
based detectives, many with specialised
capabilities, has meant detections were up
24% in the last 12 months, whilst stop and
search incidents were up by 58%. The Police
have created a new Rural Crime taskforce,
continue to tackle the scourge of drugs and
improve the fight against domestic abuse
to protect families from harm.
TVP had the largest footprint of
HS2 activity in the country, presenting
a significant policing challenge. They
have mobilised resources on numerous
occasions for spontaneous protests which

were often violent in nature. Your local
councillors continue to hold HS2 to account,
and the latest petition which reached
over 100,000 signatures will force a new
debate in parliament. We are working
energetically to ensure that the A413 and
other local roads will not be overwhelmed
by their vehicles from 2021 onwards and
Sir Mark Worthington, the Independent
Construction Commissioner, has upheld our
request for further information.
The Council has supported the NHS
vaccination roll out programme which has
been very patchy in Bucks to date. Living
locally, we are most likely to be called
to Chesham or Stoke Mandeville for our
jabs and it is hoped that at least 120,000
residents in the county will have been
vaccinated by mid-February.
At their meeting in December, Chesham
Community Board reviewed the work of
voluntary organisations through the Covid
pandemic. During the second lockdown,
people needing support generally knew
where to go. It was also agreed to monitor
speed more closely in the Hilltop Villages to
make our roads as safe as possible.
Please get in touch if I can raise your
concerns with officers at County Hall.
Patricia Birchley
Chiltern Ridges Division
Patricia.Birchley@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
07714 704017

Buckinghamshire Councillors:
Councillor Birchley: 07714 704017
Councillor Rose: 837688
Councillor MacBean: 07812 177794
Buckinghamshire Council:
Contact number: 0300 131 6000
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Hawridge and Cholesbury C of E School

Okay, here we are in LockDown No. 3 and,
as with LD1, schools are closed. So, it’s a
bit tricky reporting on what Hawridge and
Cholesbury School is up to because it is
vastly reduced in capacity.

O

f course, there is still a crack team
of hardcore teachers turning up
every day to teach the children
of key workers who cannot work from
home and keep society ticking over while
the rest of us languish on our sofas. Other
than that, pupils are back to being homeschooled by their stressed-out parents.
We thought we knew what multi-tasking
was, but we had no idea. I have always
thought that there is no such thing as
multi-tasking – just doing several things… at
once… badly. I’m honest enough to admit I
have not changed my opinion on that and I
fear for my daughter’s education now that it
is in my hands - if only briefly. Thank God for
the internet! Thank goodness for eSchools.
Praise the Lord for Zoom. And a special
shout out to BBC Bite Size.
Here is a quick rundown of our school
day - feel free to compare, contrast and
judge accordingly, if judging others is your
thing. Get up at 7am. Take the dog for a
walk in the sludge and slop of the local
woods. As LD3 is in winter, there’s only
five minutes daylight, so this takes far
more willpower than in LD1. At the time
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of writing, we’ve not been lucky enough
to get snow. I’m not a fan of snow. It looks
pretty, but then melts into sludge as if it’s
been raining for days in ultra-slow motion.
But hey, snow would offer some variety.
And we’re already snowed in anyway.
Next, it’s breakfast and teeth brushing.
Then the wife and I do a roll call of the
day’s meetings via a lowkey row about
who’s busier and who’s job is more
important (just for the record - I’m a key
worker) as the kids do pretty much what
they like. Once the adults have finished
fighting, largely because the kids have told
us off for fighting, we realise that we’ve
got to cram all the tasks the school have
set into a couple of hours because we’ve
wasted the morning fighting. And we’ve
still got our work to do.
Then it’s teatime. And we’ve still got
our work to do. Remember the concept of
Dry January? Joke, right? I’ve never done
Dry January but, if I was that way inclined,
I wouldn’t attempt it now. Roll on 5pm, I
say. After the kids go to bed, we put the
telly on like we’re relaxing, then start
work. Rinse and repeat ad infinitum. Ever
complained about school? The rules, the
uniform, the teachers not treating your kids
right? Bet you feel a bit daft now. I know I
do!*
*Some scenes have been created for your
entertainment – but most haven’t.

Rob Scott
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Local History 
Group
All the following talks
will be presented by
video conference…
On Friday 5 February at
7.30pm for a 7.45pm start…
SOCIAL HOUSING IN AMERSHAM RURAL
DISTRICT
The speaker is Emily Toettcher, who is
curator of Amersham Museum.
The talk will describe the growth of
social housing in Amersham between the
two world wars. Emily will explore the
pressures upon the Amersham Rural District
Council, and the choices they made about
the location, style and comfort of homes
as they evolved over time. She will include
details of some innovative schemes. During
this time three social housing developments
in Cholesbury and Buckland Common were
built by the Amersham RDC.
On Friday 5 March at 7.30pm for a
7.45pm start
BRITISH SECOND WORLD WAR ARTISTS
The speaker is Ann Danks, who is an
art historian, lecturer and archivist of the
Stanley Spencer Gallery and has become
one of our regular speakers.
The Talk will explain how the art
produced in Britain as a result of the
Second World War was both a response
to the conflict and a reflection upon the
experience of living and working on the
Home Front. This talk will explore the
innovative modern work that so captured
the spirit of the times – focussing on artists
such as Paul Nash, Stanley Spencer, Henry
Moore, John Piper and Evelyn Dunbar.
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On Friday 16 April at 7.30pm for a
7.45pm start
A FRESH LOOK AT WYCOMBE
Our speaker is Julian Hunt, who
established the Centre for Bucks Studies.
He is a much-in- demand speaker,
prolific author and renowned expert on
Buckinghamshire.
This is a brand new talk and I believe
we are the first Group to hear it. It was
scheduled to be given Spring 2020 but
was cancelled when lockdown kicked-in!
I was told by Julian that High Wycombe,
the largest town in Buckinghamshire, has
presented many problems for its historians.
Julian will sum up their work and add
some thoughts of his own about the town’s
geography and economic history.
Membership subscriptions and entrance fee
The subscription for Membership of the
Local History Group for 2020-21 will be £10,
for which you can attend all eight meetings
from October 2020 to May 2021, receive
the annual Newsletter and invites to LHG
outings. Attendance for a single meeting
is £4. To join and pay the membership
subscription or to pay a single meeting
‘entrance’ fee, see contact details below.
How to attend our meetings
To attend any one of these meetings
you will be sent a link so you can watch
from your computer, laptop or ‘tablet’ To
obtain a link, and guidance on joining the
meeting, see contact details below.
Contact details
Please contact Richard Leat, phone 758784
or email leatrj@yahoo.co.uk
Chris Brown
01494 758890
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CHOLesbury cum St LEONARDS HORT SOC
The Hort Soc hopes to be able to hold their usual programme this year and plan to roll
over the programme from last year. The dates confirmed to date are…
Friday 11 June 2021
from 6 to 8pm

Members Evening Open Garden to Ann and John Horn,
Laburnam Cottage, Jenkins Lane, St Leonards in aid of
St Francis Hospice

Friday 9 July 2021
from 6 to 8pm

Members Evening Open Garden to Cath and John Allen,
Springwood, Buckland Common in aid of Cholesbury Village Hall

Saturday 4 September 2021 Annual Horticultural Show and Craft Fair in
Hawridge and Cholesbury school

I

nformation on other events will be sent
out to members as soon as they are
confirmed. Subs have been rolled over
from last year. Diana Garner is hoping to
open for the NGS again this year – by prearranged appointment for groups or by
pre-booking on five set dates which start in
March. Please contact Diana on montana@
cholesbury.net for further information or
visit the NGS website.
Now is the time to look forward and
knowing as we do that we will be spending
more time at home and in our own
gardens, we can plan. So many people
started taking a real interest in their plots
and hopefully will continue to do so. The
New Year is the time when the gardening
press traditionally looks forward and 2021
is no different.
Ideas that grabbed me include planning
for year-round harvests and tackling a new
aspect of gardening. Planning for yearround harvest requires the whole year to be
planned now. Establish the areas you have
available and their conditions – light is very
important. Then work out what you would
like to have available to pick and which
months this is likely to happen, eg broad
beans in June, runner beans by August,
sprouting broccoli in February 2022!
There are definitely veg that are
relatively easy to grow but which don’t
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taste much different to shop-bought ones
like courgettes and there are veg which
taste much better picked immediately
before cooking, like runner beans and
sweet corn (however, sweet corn can be
tricky and it definitely needs light and
heat). Then having researched sowing
times, size needs and harvesting times,
sketch out a plan. Remember you can sow
and harvest a crop between another whilst
the other is growing.
New aspects mentioned in the garden
magazine I read included topiary. Having
taken box cuttings almost three years
ago now with a view to creating box
balls around my water feature, I can tell
you that this is not the quickest means of
achieving a result. More pertinent to the
Hort Soc is growing your own showstopper.
A good category to start with would be
the longest runner bean competition
but don’t be deterred by the years of
experience of many of those who show.
I won the best single rose in the Aldbury
Garden Club show ten days after delivering
my eldest! Needless to say, there was very
little technical care or cossetting involved.
I simply picked the best looking one the
evening before.
Another suggestion was starting a
national Plant Collection – definitely
one for the more experienced gardener
methinks! Finally, there was keeping hens
Hilltop News

(not always compatible with a
beautiful garden) or having
a beehive. If you have a
garden which has plenty
to offer bees (and you will
hopefully have noticed bees
last year) but do not want to
buy your own hive, contact a
local beekeeping association, as
there are beekeepers looking for
gardens to host their hives.
What are we likely to be
growing is another topic. One national
newspaper talked of loofahs – maybe not in
the chilly Hilltops as these would no doubt
need protection and probably do best in a
walled kitchen garden. However, the idea
that we will grow longer term plants, ie
perennials or biennials rather than annuals,
fits with the environmental agenda,
although self-seeding annuals, like nigella,
also fit the bill.
GQT suggested a cut flower garden was
also going to be big in 2021 – I have already
started my sweet peas off - in fact, I have
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just sown a second packet to
extend the season. They
are high maintenance
once you plant them out
as they are thirsty and
hungry and you must cut
the flowers regularly or they
will set seed. However, they
smell wonderful and are
so pretty it is worth the
effort. I cut a lot of my
perennials for indoor use as well and
you can use flowering shrubs too – make
sure it is not too warm for them inside.
I certainly hope to be visiting more
gardens in 2021 and hopefully these will
be more accessible than inside spaces, but
I am making no plans until we see what
we are going to be able to do. However, I
have some cuttings and will take more in
readiness for a plant sale through whatever
means proves possible.
Please do ask questions on Grapevine
or by contacting anyone on the Hort Soc
committee.
Sarah Tricks
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY COMMONS
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
AGM
This meeting was held by Zoom on 24
November 2020 and, in her final Chairman’s
Report, Lindsay Griffin was able to record
that, despite the many challenges that we
are all experiencing, the Commons have
been a source of recreation and pleasure
for many and that the work which our
contractor James Jolliffe continues to
undertake has been greatly appreciated by
the Committee and the community alike.
Lindsay also thanked the many people
who contribute in so many different ways
to keeping the Commons special. She and
others discussed possible future projects.
In his Treasurer’s report, Philip
Prettejohn confirmed that the Society’s
finances are in good order and he urged
newcomers and long-term residents alike
to continue to support us financially.
The draft minutes, accounts and full
reports can be found on our website
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org.
Committee: The following Committee
members were elected unopposed…
Chairman: Mark Hobbs mark@
kendrickhobbs.co.uk
Phone 758505 mobile +44(0)7812 074219
Vice-Chairman: Lindsay Griffin
lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk (758440)
Minutes Secretary: David Dennis
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Treasurer: Philip Prettejohn treasurer.
hccps@gmail.com
Committee Members: Nick Brown, John
Caple, Isobel Clark, Sarah Higgins, Janet
Hopkinson, Rebecca Walton, Tim Watts
Honorary Examiner: Mike Fletcher
Further lockdown
Once again we are experiencing further
restrictions and people continue to find
solace in walking/riding on the Commons.
We would urge everyone doing so to be
very careful. The paths and rides are very
muddy and slippery. We hope that when
the weather improves the rides and tracks
will dry out quickly especially now that they
have been cut wider. But for now please do
exercise great care! Despite the weather
and the conditions some very hardy souls
were out enjoying the Commons when they
still could as you can see from the numbers
of cars and the picnickers at the top of Rays
Hill.

Ride at the Cholesbury end
 emoval of various broken and
• R
dangerous branches using ropes
• Cutting of additional areas of bracken –
eg around Shepherd’s Cottage and below
the Hawridge heather patch (Summer)
• Clearance of area around the Walton
sisters’ house and widening the nearby
horse ride
• Helping to clear water from the road
with run-offs at the top of Stoney Lane
and nearby.
Janet and Peter Hopkinson will also clear
the Drover’s Path.
Annual closure of the horse rides
As usual the horse rides will be closed on
the first Monday in March to maintain
their status as permissive rides. They will
therefore be closed from dusk on 28
February to dusk on 1st March.
Annual Litterblitz
Our annual Litterblitz will be held from
Saturday 27 March to Easter Monday 5
April and as usual garbage bags will be

left at the three main collection points – by
the Cricket Pitch; opposite the School and
opposite Church Lane, Hawridge. We will
make every effort to ensure that these
have only been handled in accordance with
Covid restrictions but please wear gloves
whilst you carry out any litter picking. Filled
sacks may be left at the collection points
but if possible please take any home for
normal roadside collection. If there are
items which are too heavy to move please
leave them by the roadside for the Council
pick up or tell us where they are so that we
can move them to the roadside. We have
acquired more litter picks. If you would like
one free of charge please contact Lindsay
Griffin 758440 or lindsaygriffin@yahoo.
co.uk.
Whilst it is really helpful for everyone to
make a special effort to clear debris from
the Commons during Litterblitz, before the
vegetation gets too long, we do value your
efforts to keep the Commons rubbish free
at all times. You are never too young to
start! Recently, Janet encountered Camillo

Work being undertaken
James is undertaking a number of tasks on
the Commons when conditions allow. These
include:
• Repairing the Bottom Ride where needed
• Removal of low branches wherever
necessary on main rides, paths and glades
to allow tractor access
• Clearance of phone lines in trees along
Hawridge Vale
• Cutting of heather to 9 inches in Feb/
March
• Widening certain areas of the Bottom
Hilltop News
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Never too young to Litterblitz!

and his dad out on the Common late one
afternoon. Apparently it was his own idea
for dad to bring him to the Common. Surely
our youngest ever litter picker – the litter
picker stick was almost as tall as him! Well
Done, Camillo and his dad and many thanks
to all for your continuing efforts.
Commons’ knowledge – a message
from Ian Phillips
We are greatly indebted to Veronica
Mash for continuing to improve and
maintain our HCCPS website https://www.
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org.
If you haven’t visited the site lately there
is a wealth of information for locals and
visitors alike including our latest news,
species surveys, our brochure, five Jubilee
Walks to download and our By Laws.
Please take a few minutes to have a look
and let us know if there is any content we
could add which may improve everyone’s
enjoyment of the Commons.
With more and more people looking to
enjoy the outdoors over the last year we
are pleased to see people of all ages on the
Commons. It is important that all users of
the Commons show courtesy and respect to
other users and different permitted pursuits
can co-exist – in most instances, thankfully,
this is the case.
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Bicycles and wheeled vehicles are not
allowed anywhere on the Commons.
There are a number of permissive horse
rides and these are clearly marked on
the maps displayed at either end of the
Commons (by the Cricket Club and the
top of ‘Church (Parson’s) path’ leading
from Hawridge Church to Hawridge
Vale) and on the website https://www.
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org/newpage-1
We try wherever possible to identify
and welcome new residents to the Hilltop
villages with a copy of our brochure and
information about the Commons and the
HCCPS. If you would like more information
about the permissive rides/ footpaths
(perhaps you are new to the area and your
children are just starting to ride and you are
not sure of the geography), please get in
touch lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk  (758440).
Projects
Now that we are less involved with the
maintenance work on the Commons we
hope that we can undertake some new
projects of interest. Isobel and David Dennis
have agreed to investigate the lichens
which are found here. These organisms, a
combination of an alga and a fungus, are
good indicators of pollution. Isobel and
David will be seeking advice from the British
Lichen Society in attempting to identify as
many resident species as possible.

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions
01442 890184
07909 542149
annmalvern@sky.com
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Also, over the next few years we hope to
increase the number of native wildflowers
that we already have on the Commons
or which are known to flower nearby.
We look forward to seeing how well the
native daffodils and snakes head fritillaries,
planted in the Autumn, do in Spring.
Other species that we would like to grow
are aconites; wood anemones; primroses;
harebells; and snowdrops. We had hoped to
involve the school children in planting some
simple native snowdrops whilst they are ‘in
the green’ in the next few weeks. However,
the Covid restrictions will probably prevent
this, although we hope the Dof E students
may be able to plant some.
If you would be willing to help either
by providing wildflower plants; growing
them on or helping to plant them out your
help would be very much appreciated.
Please contact Christine Stott christine.s@
woodstott.co.uk or Lindsay Griffin
lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk.
Moths
David reported that he and Peter Bygate
missed their goal of trapping 300 macro
moths by the end of December 2020 by
only 2, collecting 298 different species
(an increase from 230 the previous year)
and over 3,200 individual moths. All these
records have now been sent to the County
Recorders for adding to the national
database.
David has recently learned that at this
time of year, moths only fly in the first
couple of hours after dark but early January
conditions were too cold until recently for
good trapping. Cloudy, dry and not too
cold is what we need. He adds ‘Won’t it be
great when we can get back to some social
mothing sessions over a cup of coffee, or
on the Commons showing the kids the
delightful things that fly around there at
night!’

Mud and flood – features of this winter
in the Hilltops

I am sure that we all second that!!
Lindsay Griffin
Hilltop News
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
CRICKET CLUB
The season seems
a long way off.
A wet and cold
January, the
outfield looking
a little bit shaggy
and the car park
full of puddles. But
in this year of all
years, we know
that if we can get through these next few
months, better things lie ahead.

O

ne thing giving us all a bit of hope
at the cricket club is that someone’s
old pads, possibly their bat or a pair
of trousers, is getting a new lease of life in
the sunshine. Back in August, we hooked
up with the Cricket Kindness Project.
It is a charity run by an indefatigable
Australian called Tamara Lowe. Thanks to
the thoughtfulness of our members – and
probably to the relief of a few parents
who could clear some space in their kids’
chest of drawers – we assembled a pretty
impressive mini-mountain of second-hand
playing kit. On a sunny summer afternoon,
Tamara pitched up in her car and we loaded
it all up.
Tamara is one of those instantly
impressive people who believes that sport
has the power to help change people’s
lives. And we were delighted to buy into
that philosophy. In the past five years,
what she calls ‘disadvantaged cricketloving communities’ across the globe
have benefitted from her determination
and commitment. There are now kids in
Australia, the Caribbean, Sri Lanka, Fiji, The
Solomon Islands, Nepal and Sierra Leone
14

Charity head Tamara Lowe, loading up with
Club members Simon Lister, Keven Stenson and
Richard Vasey

getting the chance to play cricket with
proper gear - an opportunity they may not
have had without the charity.
If you want to find out more about the
initiative, you can read all about it here:
https://www.cricketcharity.org/
The kit from Hawridge & Cholesbury
sailed all the way to Antigua, its passage
guaranteed by generous club members who
paid towards the shipping costs. On the last
day of 2020, I got a WhatsApp to tell me
that the cargo had docked in St John’s and
was being stored at the Sir Vivian Richards
stadium before being divided up and given
out across the island.
Our club is delighted to be part of
the project and we hope to be able to
make contributions annually. I was also
thrilled that certain bats we included in
the shipment will at last get the chance to
make a meaningful contribution to a game!
Back in the chilly pavilion, we are
planning for the coming season with tasks
big and small. In an act of wild optimism,
we have even stripped down the barbecue
and given it a deep clean. Outside, the
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substantial off-season work done to the
square in the late autumn was completed on
time. It was quite a thing to see our beloved
deck scalped clean in late September;
looking then at the desert of brown earth
in the middle it was difficult to imagine
another blade of grass ever growing there.
But I’m pleased to say that the healthy new
wicket is bedding in well and has already
had a couple of trims from the groundsman’s
rotary mower to keep it honest.
Our hope is that the pitch will not be
the only part of the club looking sharp in
2021. After some years, we have decided
to introduce a new playing shirt for all
our members – from the colts up to the
seniors. It will remain faithful to the club’s
traditional sky-blue heritage. As part of
the freshen-up, the club crest has also been
carefully redesigned, incorporating our
colours and of course it has the Hawridge
Windmill at its centre (or the Cholesbury
Windmill, depending on where your specific
loyalties lie).
That old windmill is an important symbol
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of our connection to those players who
have gone before us, and we sincerely hope
that in 2021, it will bring us a bit of fortune
as we take on the other villages this season.
Simon Lister
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

Our January Newsletter from the

here is an alert
over coronavirus
vaccination
scams. Members of the
public have been receiving
text
messages claiming to be from the NHS and
offering them the opportunity to sign up
for coronavirus vaccinations. The recipient
is asked to click on a link which takes them
to an online form where they are asked
to input personal and financial details. In
some cases the online form has looked very
similar to the NHS official website. The NHS
will never ask for details about your bank
account or for payment for the vaccine. If
you receive an email or text message, or a
phone call, purporting to be from the NHS
and asking for financial details, this is a
scam.

committee opened with “Happy New Year
to you all and let’s hope it is a great deal
better than the old one!” A thought with
which we can all agree.

I

n December we had an online meeting
where we voted on the Resolution
which we felt should be chosen to go
to the National AGM. Five Resolutions
were proposed and our vote goes to the
Federation’s Annual Meeting in April,
where we will discover whether it gained
sufficient support to be progressed. We
then listened to carols, chosen by some of
our members who gave short explanations
for their choice. Hilary and Norman
were thanked for enabling us to have an
enjoyable evening.
Our committee have organised more
online meetings for the first three months
of 2021. In January we shall have learned
that ‘There is more to Barbados than
beaches’, followed on Monday 15 February
by speaker Murray Jacobs taking us to
‘Hidden Cambridge’. On Monday 15 March
Adam Smith will give a talk on ‘Country
House Servants’. These meetings will
start at 7.30pm and Hilary sends out the
invitation link a few days before the date.
In the Buckinghamshire County
Federation Newsletter there are a number
of events on offer, from a series of talks
on Thailand in February to Investigation
and Discovery Days in March. There will
also be a Spring Virtual Show on 27 March
for which photograph entries under six
categories are invited.
Carol Henry can give you more detail on
these activities and on any other aspects
of WI as they are at the moment. Carol’s
number is 01494 758435.
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LINDENGATE

L

indengate is a well-known mental
health charity, near Wendover.
Whilst the charity is currently unable
to keep all services open, its free dropin Rest and Reflect sessions, which have
been running since June 2020 and have
welcomed over 1,500 people, are open to
anyone who may be struggling with their
wellbeing, or just want a safe space to
enjoy nature. It is important that you look
after yourself during these challenging
times, from getting enough sleep,
keeping stress levels down, eating well
and exercising outside.
Lindengate is open Mondays 9am–
12pm, Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays
1pm–3pm offering you time and space
to be in a calm, safe environment, whilst
relaxing in beautiful natural surroundings,
with plenty of sheltered areas dotted
about the 5-acre site.
Visit Lindengate’s website for full details
and other ways that you can look after
your wellbeing: www.lindengate.org.uk

T

Shirley Blomfield (758314)

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

17

Ultrafast
Broadband
upgrade
Get ready to sign up when you receive your invitation
Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish Council
is working with Openreach to finalise a bid
to provide the fastest available internet
connection speeds to all the premises
without Fibre to the Premise on the
Cholesbury Telephone Exchange.

T

his will be done without residents
funding the installation costs. There
might be a connection charge when
you sign up with a broadband provider,
though these are frequently waived.
(Note that because properties with a
01296 telephone code are on a different
telephone exchange it is anticipated that a
separate application will have to be made
for properties with these numbers).
The project is time-sensitive because
it relies on 100% funding from the
Department of Culture, Media and Sport
(DCMS) with an additional ‘top-up’ from
Buckinghamshire Council if the costings
are greater than that provided solely from
DCMS funding. Availability of these grants
currently has a closing date of 31 March
2021.
The project will pay for the installation
of fibre optic cables underground and
to the poles adjacent to properties. The
connection from the pole to your premises
will be left to a telecommunication provider
of your choice.
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Once the bid to Openreach is finalised
residents will be contacted and invited to sign
up to this project (as explained further on).
It is in yours and everyone’s best
interest that the whole community signs
up to support the project. There are
compelling reasons why we need faster
and more reliable broadband in the next
few years. The current telephone systems
will be switching to the internet in the
next five years. The last twelve months
have demonstrated the vital role video
conferencing can, and in the future, will
play, not just for businesses or to work from

home, but also to provide social and family
contact. Entertainment services from Sky,
BT, Netflix and BBC as well as education
services for children and students will
increasingly depend on faster broadband.
Home appliances ‘the internet of
everything’ will require reliable broadband
access. House values are enhanced by
ultrafast broadband and successful sales
increasingly depend on having fibre optic
infrastructure available to the property.
As a result of the great success of the
campaign to get properties registered
for our project late last year, Openreach
changed the designation of our project to
one called ‘Demand Led’.  This will require
anyone wanting to be included to sign up
when the scheme goes live, hopefully later
in February.
Next steps
1. If all has gone as expected, Openreach
will have finalised the estimated costings
around the end of January.
2. Openreach will then seek DCMS
authorisation to proceed.
3. Sometime in the second half of February
it is expected that DCMS will agree that
all the premises served by the Cholesbury
exchange are eligible under the Rural
Gigabit Voucher Scheme (RGVS).

7. As a high level of participation by the
community will be critical there will
be encouragement and canvassing to
encourage everyone to sign up.
8. The estimated rollout timing is about 10
months from securing sufficient funding
to for Openreach to deliver the scheme.
Additional notes
In signing up you will be indicating you will
commit yourself to taking on a 12-month
contract for a fibre connection with a
service provider of your choice at a speed
double your current speed. You will be able
to shop around from a choice of about
20 providers, and you may well find that
your total connection cost is lower than it
currently is. There is no financial penalty if
you choose not to upgrade.
Information is currently available at
www.cholesburyparishcouncil.org.uk/
noticeboard which will receive regular
updates. If you have any questions, address
them to cholesburyparishfibre@gmx.com
with ‘Questions’ in the subject heading.
Chris Brown and Bill Ingram on behalf of
Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish Council

4. ‘A voucher’ will be assigned to every
eligible property and a hardcopy
individual invite will be delivered to all
eligible addresses.
5. An announcement will also be made
via Grapevine that the scheme is going
live and there will be links to other
documents and how to ‘pledge your
voucher’ online. Don’t worry if you do
not use Grapevine. The invitation will be
delivered to you by hand to provide you
with all you need to know.
6. A link will be available for residents to
sign up to pledge their funding voucher
towards the scheme. We can assist
anyone who needs help signing up.
Hilltop News
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The Red Kite
She effortlessly glided along the secret,
hidden pathways, hundreds of feet above
the ground. The strong wind ruffling her
tail feathers and pinions, as she floated like
a ghost in the thermals. Her razor-sharp
eyesight missing nothing as she surveys
the frost covered landscape below. The icy
mist filling the valleys and troughs, making
the land below look like a slumbering
dragon.

A

tiny wing movement tips her
effortlessly into a graceful slide,
to level off, a couple of hundred
feet lower down, to check for food for
her ravenous brood. Her eerie, lonely call
echoing back from the distant clouds,
but she was comfortable in her lofty
solitude. Her forbears had left a legacy that
stretched back to the beginning of time.
She was so focused in observing the
ground below, that she nearly missed
the gang of black assassins sneaking up
behind her. This motley crew were led by
a one-eyed thug known as Cark, a survivor
of many dust-ups with kites, buzzards and
sometimes a gamekeeper or two. Cark
was within a wing beat from the kite’s tail
when she spotted him. In the blink of an
eye, she had rolled on a wing tip, dropping
effortlessly beneath the black thugs.
Wheeling around, she barrelled back into
the motley crew, talons and beak wreaking
havoc amongst the cowardly gang. They
grenaded in every direction, screeching in
stark fear. She eased off, as if to let them
escape, conserving her energy.
Within a few wingbeats she was back on
point, hundreds of feet above the winding,
country road. A good source of food for
her chicks. A car swerves, but too late, and
another innocent, small life is extinguished.
The driver oblivious of his actions, far too
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busy chatting into his mobile phone.
She sees it all, and lazily circles above the
death site. She checks for danger once the
car has gone, and glides over the road. The
tiny, warm body lay crumpled in the gutter,
its sad death will bring life to her chicks.
She flew back down the road, like a stray
bullet, hurtling along before flaring her
wing above the tiny corpse to stop dead,
then land next to it. In the blink of an eye,
she had grabbed the warm morsel and
was airborne again, heading for the stand
of trees on the horizon, where her nest,
her partner and her chicks were waiting.
She drops the tasty morsel amongst the
ravenous beaks below. Piranhas in the
Amazon would have been proud of the
speed they disposed of the body!
She left them to eat, whilst she settled
next to her partner, offering him a tasty
morsel she had held back for him.
Within a couple of minutes, she was back
on the wing, high above the nest, gliding
and soaring, protecting and feeding the
next generation.
Mike Wallis

Hilltop News

Knitting for the
community
The Framework Knitters Company’s ‘Knit
for Community’ project continues to grow
with 24 new volunteers since Christmas
and a total of 517 people (some part of
wider knitting groups) have contacted us
since the project began last April. To date,
with some donated blankets, we have
215 blankets and 161 lap blankets either
completed or in production (with each
blanket using either 70 or 108 squares that is a lot of knitting!).

A

n auction of 30 blankets last
November raised about £6,500 for
our five charities (Action Homeless
- Leicester, Meadows Hope Food Bank –
Nottingham, Glass Door – London, Smart
Move – Halifax and Small Acts of Kindness –
Watford). Before Christmas we handed over
55 blankets and 120 lap blankets. This year
we have made a second delivery of blankets
to the Food Bank and Action Homeless
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and the reality hit home for the person
dropping off the blankets to the Food Bank
when he was told that some people had to
choose whether to heat their homes or put
food on the table.
Members of our local WI and a number
of other people from both the Hilltop
Villages and Wigginton have been either
knitting or sewing and during these
difficult and uncertain times the project has
been a positive focus. One of my favourite
comments from last year was ‘Quite a few
squares for you this month as I have been
knitting whilst watching ‘Le Tour de France’
cycling event. I class that as multi-tasking!’.  
We have been in touch with Small Acts
of Kindness and they would love to receive
lap blankets again this year. If anyone
can donate some DK wool or is willing
to knit, sew or crochet please contact me
directly liz@lizgreen.co.uk. Huge thanks
to everyone who has helped with this
initiative so far – it does make a difference
and with it being 100% volunteer led it is
only possible through your support.
Liz Green
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Good books for
bad times….
In the last issue of Hilltop News we
showcased some books, recommended by
our readers, which might raise the spirits
during these difficult and restrictive days.
Here are a few more for those of you who
enjoy being transported outside your
four walls. Do please contact us with any
suggestions you might have. We would
love to hear from you!
Liz Green suggests Hearing Birds Fly – a
fascinating insight into life in a remote
Mongolian village by Louisa Waugh, who
spent a year living there.
Nick Butterworth mentions Coming
Back To Me by Marcus Trescothick – an
autobiography of one of the best batsmen
in cricket with three quarters of it taken up
by the extraordinary account of his mental
frailties which goes some way to explaining
the pressures modern day sportsmen and
women are under.
Liz Firth recommends A Gentleman in
Moscow by Amor Towles. In 1922 Count
Alexander Rostov is tried and sentenced
by the Bolsheviks to house arrest in his
favourite hotel in Moscow. Expecting to
go to his usual suite he is escorted to an
attic room. From there he works as a waiter
and the most unexpected events occur. A
delight!
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Katharine Dallas was given two special
presents this Christmas. She recommends
them both for lifting the spirits. One
was Tim Peake’s Limitless – the thrilling
autobiography of the astronaut who
inspired a generation and the other was
Captain Sir Tom Moore’s account of his
journey through our country’s past 100
years, allowing us to remember that it is
never, ever too late! Both Tomorrow Will
be a Good Day and Limitless will surely
leave you feeling proud, uplifted and full
of hope.
Anne Butterworth has recently enjoyed
Sandi Toksvig’s Between the Stops. Whether
you know and love London or whether you
are exploring it for the first time, Sandi
Toksvig’s journeys on the No. 12 bus as it
winds its way from outside Dulwich Library
to the BBC in the centre of town fill you
with joy and enthusiasm. Her observations
of her fellow passengers, her knowledge
of the theatre, history, art and culture
combine to create a book you can dip into
just when you need a quick fix! It’s magical!
Joan Barnard suggests Michelle Obama’s
autobiography, Becoming. She grew up in
a cramped flat in Chicago and her story –
from the strong ethical values her parents
inculcated, to her personal struggles to be
the best she can, to her humour, resilience
and humility – tell a story of what is
possible in America and gives hope for its
powers of recovery and new direction –
much needed now.
Joan’s second choice is Waterlog by
Roger Deakin. This is the story of the
author’s attempt to swim across England,
not literally but in rivers, tarns, lochs,
drains, lido, moats from The Scilly Isles to
Walberswick on the North Sea where he
arrives on Christmas Day ‘in driving rain
with breakers the colour of dirty knickers
licking up the beach’. This, she says, was a
joy from the first page to the last and she
admits that she hasn’t laughed out loud
so much since reading ‘Mash’ years ago!
Incidentally, Roger was helped along the
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way by a number of wild swimmers and
friends, one of whom was Meg Amsden,
whose parents, Joan and Dick, lived in
Mermaid Cottage across from the Full
Moon. Small world!
Christine Haysom recommends Withnails
– actor Richard E Grant’s Diaries. If celebrity
diaries leave you cold, these might change
your mind. They’re the antidote to all those
rather dull, smug vanity projects blighted
by writing that refuses to come off the
page. Instead, they are candid, perceptive
and very funny. You are drawn in and
on Grant’s side from the moment you
find him almost inadvertently strangling
the director during an early audition – a
drama documentary for BBC Wales – for
Frankenstein’s monster. All this long before
his fraught and unnerving audition for
the role that marked the turning point in
his career. After Withnail, doors open. He
exchanges London and the Lake District for
Paris and LA. His new friends read like a
who’s who of the film industry and acting
profession.
But it isn’t the star-studded names that
hold your attention: it’s the vividness and
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quality of the writing. These diaries begin
in 1985. They were first published in 1995.
That they are still in print in an ephemeral
world might be a good enough reason to
track them down and find out why.
In the previous Hilltop News, Liz Firth
mentioned the late Robert Deakin. A
friend of his, Robert Macfarlane, is one
of Sue Williams’ favourite authors of
non-fiction. He is a fellow of Emmanuel
College, Cambridge. He has adventures
in wild places, mountains, moors, islands
etc, sleeps outside, explores underground.
His descriptive prose and poetry entrails
and transports the reader. Books to enjoy
are Underland (chapter on Invisible Cities,
Paris will mesmerize), The Wild Places,
Landmarks and The Old Ways for starters.
Katherine Swift used to write a
gardening column in The Saturday Times,
describing how she took a 20-year lease on
the Dower House at Morville and creating
her garden there as a medieval book of
hours, hence The Morville Hours. This
delightful garden is worth a visit!
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A message from our new vicar

D

iscerning God’s will and purpose is always
an adventure and a journey which must
be committed to whole heartedly. When
discerning where God is calling you to serve, it is
rarely principally about being guided to a location
or place, although undeniably the geography
is important. It is much more a case of tuning
into God, walking closely with Him and listening
to his promptings, being attentive to what He
reveals. It is about learning to keep in step with
the Spirit and embracing what He requires of you.
The discernment should enable you to come to a
deeper understanding of God, yourself and your
gifting and belovedness in Him. If such a focus is
maintained, then surely His desire and purpose
will be realised through the faithfulness of the
discerner.
At the beginning of the year, on the first
Sunday of Epiphany, the Anglican lectionary (the
set bible reading for that particular day) focuses
on the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist,
which culminates in the pronouncement from
heaven: ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I
am well pleased.’ The affirmation Jesus received
from His Father to launch His public ministry is
not a direction about what to do or where to go,
but an affirmation about who He is. His mission
and ministry would be determined by a deep
sense of His Belovedness in God.    God’s will and
purpose would be worked out through Jesus living
faithfully to this calling.
It is similarly my deep conviction that God has
a purpose for your life, not a plan. It is with this
realisation at the forefront of my mind that I look
forward to becoming the Vicar of the Benefice
of The Lee and the Benefice of Hawridge with
Cholesbury and St Leonards. For sure, my wife
Georgie and I were drawn to this position through
our personal connection, our heart and affinity
for the area, the ministry of the churches in
these Benefices and the social life of the locality.
However, it was in the missional possibilities and
the opportunities for community engagement that
the context presents where I discerned God’s call
and determined His purpose for us. I look forward
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to embarking on this ministry with you following
my induction.
There was much that drew my attention to the
possibilities that the position would afford, many
opportunities for outreach and involvement. It
was, however, the statement that the Benefices
were looking for a vicar who is ‘as comfortable in
the pub as they are in the church’ which caused
my wife’s eyebrow to rise quizzically. Incarnational
ministry, being present and available in the
community, is an important dimension of my
vocation and one which we shall enjoy living out in
the locality.
My background in NHS community services
has served me well in this regard and my wife’s
vocation as a NHS Radiographer, specialising in
Nuclear Medicine, maintains our contact with
healthcare. Georgie is encouraged to have some
job possibilities in the area to continue with her
career. It is another piece of the jigsaw which
seems to be falling into place.
We are, of course, very much looking
forward to settling in the area. My wife and I
are committed country walkers and are looking
forward to the opportunities that the Chiltern
area affords to enjoy such pleasures to escape
the pressures of Parish ministry. We are familiar
with the area and look forward to making new
friends as well as picking up with some friends of
longstanding.
It has been a long and interesting journey,
through discerning my call to ordained ministry,
leaving Brighton and relocating to Durham for
my Theological training, before undertaking
my Curacy in Leicester Diocese. It is with great
anticipation that we look forward to discerning
and working out God’s purpose in the community
in which we will serve in the years ahead. One
thing is for sure; up to now my life has not been
boring, and I expect it to be no less so as we
embark on the next stage of our adventure, with
God as our guide.

With every blessing,
Chris Haywood
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football. Mary felt drawn to Cholesbury
as part of her mourning and her daughter
wrote to thank us for keeping the church
open.

Church matters
Message from the Area Dean
Please remember that everything related to the benefice should still land on my desk until
the morning of 30 April. All questions related to church, church property, services, planning,
publications, in fact all communication that might involve Chris should come through me.
Part of my role is to be an intermediary to the Rector-designate at this time. This is not just
from a legal perspective, important as that is, it is also to allow Chris the time and space to
draw his current ministry to a close.
I hope you are all able to stay safe and well. Any questions about this new lockdown or
anything else, please do get in touch.
Revd. Deiniol Heywood

CHOLESBURY

T

his report must
begin with very
good news for
Cholesbury and the
other parishes: a
new vicar has been
appointed. Selection
of a new Minister is a long process and
the parishes provided an extensive profile
reflecting the diversity in the villages.
This was advertised in Church Times and
candidates replied with details of their own
career and experience. The final selection
was by Zoom and the panel included the
Bishop of Buckingham. Cholesbury has been
well served by visiting Ministers during the
extended interregnum but we can now
wholeheartedly look forward to our own
vicar. We will welcome Chris Haywood and
support him in his Ministry.
We held a service on Christmas Day!
This should be unremarkable but the
often-changing Covid restrictions caused
complications. In the end we were unable
to find a priest and Communion was
replaced with Christmas Worship in a layled service.
We are most grateful to Dorrit Cartmell
and Linda Stacey, who maintained past
tradition by arranging greenery in every
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window and also thoroughly cleaned a
church that had not needed cleaning for
some months. Candles were installed in
the chancel and the crib erected. Elizabeth
Tomlin kindly played the organ before the
start of the service and gave a short recital
of popular carols after the readings. We
were not allowed to sing but just possibly
some of those present hummed behind
the compulsory facemasks! There were
four Bible readings and, in place of an
address, Sue Williams read an extract from
the Archbishop of Canterbury’s midnight
sermon.
When we applied social distancing in
little St Laurence, the permitted attendance
was just sixteen in their bubbles but they
ranged from two under tens to at least one
over eighty. We were pleased that all three
parishes were represented after Jo Evans,
the St Leonard’s Parish Administrator, had
arranged an Eventbrite posting.
The church continues to be open
seven days a week to provide a special
venue for private prayer. Some of you will
remember Mary Marchant who previously
lived in Sandpit Hill and we have learnt
that, tragically, one of her grandsons
died suddenly, age thirty. He was a
frequent visitor to Cholesbury with other
grandchildren enjoying Mary’s garden for
Hilltop News
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W

e shall all
remember
2020 and how
different our lives have
been. These words are written soon after
the new national shutdown began and the
statistics are grim. However, there is hope:
we now have vaccines and new treatments
which give the possibility that there will be
a return to something more like ‘normal’
in the coming months. Our usual Christmas
services may have been cancelled, but
hope is, of course, central to the Christmas
message.
Even without the new shutdown, the
disease is still restricting the daily lives of us
all in many ways and it is also restricting the
life and activities of our Church, which sadly
remains closed. That a building is closed
does not mean that all costs disappear
and St Mary’s is very grateful to those who
have continued to give generous support.
Should you wish to give, a bank transfer
can be made (with your name as reference,
please, so that we can acknowledge your
generosity) to Hawridge PCC, sort code
30-91-91, a/c no. 00073868 or you can send
a cheque (made payable to Hawridge PCC)
to the Hon Treasurer Tim Watts, Kingston
Cottage, HP5 2UQ – opposite Horseblock
Lane – (758040, timwatts178@btinternet.
com).
Our hope that we can see a time when
a more normal life returns is also a hope
that the churches in the villages will reopen
and resume their regular activities. We
greatly look forward to this, as we also look
forward to welcoming Revd. Chris Haywood
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to our Parishes as our new Minister. It will
be a great blessing, after a prolonged
period, again to have a priest living and
working in our villages.
The restrictions over the last months and
particularly over Christmas means there
is little Church activity to report. It was,
though, tremendous that all the villages
were able to contribute to the joint online
Carol Service and that, in the absence of
the traditional Hawridge Christmas Eve
Carol Service, viewers were at least able
to see that our reading was recorded in
the Church. Thanks to our Churchwarden,
Elizabeth Tomlin, for introducing the
reading with the tune from the Carol
relevant to the reading. Elizabeth was also
at the organ for the Christmas Day joint
service at Cholesbury.
Even if the Church is closed, St Mary’s
churchyard is always worth visiting whether
as a place of contemplation or, in Spring,
to enjoy the early flowers - snowdrops,
primroses, daffs and so on.
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Eva Minnie Dell

ST LEONARDS

A

1924 – 2020

fter Easter
we will be
welcoming
Revd. Chris
Haywood and his
wife Georgie to our four Parishes. It has
been a long and difficult time that we have
been on our own and we very much look
forward to working with Chris and Georgie.
Chris will be licensed on 29 April and we
pray that their arrival among us heralds the
beginning of a great partnership with us all.
We were so sad to have to cancel our
outdoor Carol service and our Family
Service at Christmas. Rest assured, we will
be making up for our inability to open
our little church hopefully well before
next Christmas! We will, of course, let
you know the minute the restrictions are
relaxed in any way whatsoever which will
allow us to gather once again in church.
However, thanks to Gavin’s valiant efforts,
the St Leonards YouTube Carol Service was
a resounding success! A number of local
families took part in singing, reading and
music and it was extremely well viewed over 400 times! You can still watch it on
tiny.cc/HillTopCarols.
Our special thanks to Robert and
Alanah Donnell who organised our outside
Christmas Tree, whose lights shone out
like a beacon of hope during the difficult
days around Christmas.   Robert had spent
many hours planning the carol service
which was not to be – and for that we are
most grateful. It is typical of Robert that
he was concerned in case any families with
young children might not have seen the
message and might still turn up to the Carol
Service. In order that they would not be too
disappointed he assumed the role of Santa
Claus just to cheer them up!
We are very sad to announce the death
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A cheery church welcome

of Mavis Brazil on 9 December. So many
local children were taught to ride by Mavis;
she looked after so very many of our dogs –
not just locally but from all over the County
and she made so many good friends. A
small Service of Thanksgiving presided over
by Revd. Canon Rosie Harper, Vicar of Great
Missenden, was held on 21 December. The
church was decorated with simple greenery
and the crib was placed as usual in one of
the north windows. A few simple white
tulips were on the altar. A full account of
Mavis’ life will appear in the next edition of
Hilltop News. Meanwhile, our prayers and
thoughts are with Gail and Bam (Claire),
her daughters.
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orn on 11 June 1924, Eva was one
of seven children. Her parents were
Ernest and Florence Arnott, who lived
in Tudor Cottage on Hawridge Common.
She was born there and when Field View
was built next door the family moved in
there.
Eva went to Hawridge & Cholesbury C
of E School from the age of 4 until she was
14. In the school there were three classes
and three rooms: one with a big coal fire
burning all day long, for the younger
children. Mr and Mrs Smith ran the school,
helped by Sally Langton. Eva was a very
bright pupil and got top marks each year.
She was taught to knit and sew and do
practical things. Each year the school held
an exhibition of all the children’s work.
A few years ago the head teacher invited
Eva to spend a day with the children. She
really enjoyed telling them about her time
there and what it was like during the war.
She showed them where the air-raid shelter
used to be on the common where they had
to go when the air-raid siren went off.
Eva went to work at the age of 14,
looking after a young girl and two years
later worked for Lord Cadman as an
under-nurse at Shenley Park. Later, Eva
worked at Netherby Grange near the top of
Horseblock Lane. There were two families
from London living there with six children.
Although she only lived down the road,
Eva had to live-in so she could be on call at
all hours. After that, Eva was called to help
with the war effort.
Eva worked for Londex (a munitions
factory) in Eskdale Avenue, Chesham.
It was a small place with about twenty
people who each had to do a rota for night
fire watch. On her first night watch with
another girl, when they should have signed
in and out when the sirens went off, both
girls slept through it all!
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During 1944 Eva worked as a nanny
for an American family’s two children in
London. It was safer in London now, but
when the family moved back to America
Eva returned home to Hawridge.
After the war Eva married a local man,
Ronald Dell from Wigginton, at a service
in Hawridge Church in October 1946. The
local Brownies formed an archway at the
wedding: Eva was the Brown Owl in the
village group.
Eva had a full and busy life with Ron.
They had three children, but Eva always
found time for others and was keen
to help local charities. She became an
ancillary nurse in the 1960s and worked at
Amersham Hospital. She retired when Ron
became ill.
Eva was 96 when she died on 19
November 2020, after spending the last few
months in a care home.
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HILLTOP NEWS nature notes

We are stardust!
In her song ‘Woodstock’ Joni Mitchell had the lines “We are stardust, billion-year-old
carbon....”. In fact, it is nearer 4 billion-year-old carbon, which eventually became part of
our solar system. But carbon is but one element of many, along with H2O, a vital molecule
for life to evolve. Hydrogen is the oldest element, being formed not long after the ‘big
bang’ 13.8 billion years ago along with Helium and Lithium. Other heavier elements were
formed in second-generation stars, including Carbon and Magnesium, two of those vital
elements amongst many others for life to develop.

W

hen stars ‘die’ there is an explosive
discharge of elemental material
distributed into space, including
a kaleidoscope of elements and particles.
In our case these expelled fragments of
an old sun led to the formation of third
and successive suns and planets. Still more
elements were deposited when proto-planets
collided with a fledgling earth. Much later,
an extinction event 66 million years ago
occurred when an asteroid from beyond the
solar system caused a right-angled change
in the direction of the evolutionary process.
This was the last but most significant of these
cataclysmic events and changed the direction
of evolutionary history in our favour.
Meteorites are thought to have deposited
both rare earth metals and much of the
oceans’ water.
At a cellular level our bodies comprise
a vast assembly of both molecular atoms
and individual elements. We are merely
temporary custodians of these atoms
which we share with other organisms: the
flora, fauna, fungi, bacteria and also the
landscape: the air, water, soil and rocks. On
our passing we return these elements which
we borrowed for three score years and
hopefully a good few more.
Water is essential for all life. Whereas we
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take some water from the plants we eat,
most of our water comes from just drinking
clean water drawn from rivers and lakes but
largely from under the ground. How that
water gets there is too complex to explain
here, save to realise water in the woodland
landscape of the Chilterns is a precious
commodity. Nearly all summer rain rapidly
evaporates back into the atmosphere, either
from the leaves in the tree canopy or from
close to the ground surface.
Mosses and ferns that cope with the
heavy shade of the beech woods capture
vital amounts of fresh water and made
fresh water available to post Ice Age human
inhabitants in the Chilterns. Elsewhere it
might drain off into ditches, eventually
running into rivers or held by lakes. In these
hills it is quickly lost from the surface, passing
through the soil into porous chalk aquifers.
This process also ensures all those vital
minerals and trace elements that dissolve
into the water as it passes through soil can
be drawn up by the deep roots of trees.
One other benefit of the wooded landscape
and grassland of the Chilterns is that the
soil is largely protected from erosion and
the clays and chalks provide a rich source
of trace elements which have contributed
to the diverse mineral waters extracted for
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commercial purposes from the aquifer.
Plants and trees must draw most of
the elements they need from the soil. The
exceptions are the carbon the plant needs
drawn into the leaves from the atmosphere
as CO2. Similarly, oxygen and hydrogen
are incorporated into the plant’s organic
chemicals through the ‘splitting’ of water
and carbon dioxide during photosynthesis.
Without this process occurring in plants,
animals could not have evolved, nor could
humans have become a dominant species.
The climate of the Chilterns is still
warm and moist enough to support
woodlands, though it is increasingly
threatened by climate change. Though
rich in minerals and elements, beech and
oak leaves are extremely hard to break
down. Luckily, the woodland floor is rich
in invertebrates (beetles, woodlice etc)
that can start this process to recycle these
elements. Earthworms drag leaf litter into
the soil and in doing create underground
channels helping water to drain to lower
levels through the humus-rich topsoil.
Furthermore, minerals are released into the
water by fungi and bacteria working on
and beneath the soil surface. Much of this
rare reserve of elements is held by microorganisms in the soil and later absorbed
by trees and reincorporated to provide the
materials to create new growth of branches
and leaves.
Although omnivorous, humans in the
post Ice Age Chilterns needed access to
the valuable nutrients tied up in the vast
woodland trees and grassland plants.
However, although fruit, seeds and roots
were available, more energy-rich food was
needed, which was in the parts of plants
humans cannot digest. Unlocking access to
these nutrients was accomplished through
a complex food chain which had developed
alongside the forestation of the Chilterns.
The oaks and beech woodlands were a
source of food for leaf-eating caterpillars and
other larvae and wood boring invertebrates
like beetles. Invertebrates cannot breakdown
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the tough plant cell structures made of
cellulose or lignin without relying on gut
bacteria to do their bidding. Once released
for use by invertebrates these elements can
be used to create carbohydrates, fats and
proteins. In turn small birds and mammals
feasted on these insects building these
energy-rich foods into their bodies. Unlike
other predators, such as owls, raptors and
wolves, humans could not readily access most
of this valuable food resource. Consequently,
the landscape would have been sparsely
populated by nomadic peoples travelling
across the Chilterns.
However, this all changed two thousand
years later when husbandry of domesticated
animals reached the Chilterns with sheep,
cattle and pigs being farmed for protein-rich
food. According to Julius Caesar, by the time
of the invasion into lowland Britain in the
first century BC most of the forests had been
cleared for agriculture and most people were
living in fortified settlements or oppidum.
All in all, we should thank our lucky
stars that so many coincidences and unique
events, against all the odds, played out
in a particular way over a period of 14.8
billion years that we now find ourselves in
a beautiful place in a great country, on the
third rock from the sun. A ‘Goldilocks planet’
with just the right cocktail of elemental
ingredients to create and sustain life was
created when a star exploded and sprinkled
its magic dust. We know all too well that our
planet will only continue to be a sustainable
place to inhabit if we choose to look after it.
At present, science is digging us out of a hole
with the present potentially catastrophic
pandemic. But even if we fix the polluted
planet and learn to conserve and recycle vital
resources, we will need to raise our game if
we are to survive the next crisis and every
crisis that follows.
As Joni Mitchell sang in 1970. “.....We are
stardust! We are golden, and we’ve got to
get ourselves back to the garden.”
Chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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Eileen Lever

in January 2017, by that August she was
up at the Royal Opera House to watch the
Bolshoi Ballet. More recently her health
let her down again and what we thought
would be a routine stay in hospital sadly
proved not to be the case.
Eileen will be missed but remembered
by those who got to know her as someone
who knew her own mind and was happy to
share her opinions but who could also show
great friendship to those she liked and
had many stories to tell of a very full and
interesting life.

1933 - 2020

E

ileen came to live in Hawridge,
moving out from London, during
the 1970s with her husband Aubrey,
having been brought up in a small village in
Gloucestershire where her parents ran the
village shop. A few days after they moved
here, every last stick of furniture was stolen,
so it was not a very auspicious start to life
in the village!
Although Eileen had toyed with the idea
of a career in the theatre in some capacity
she realised early on that this would be
a challenging way to earn a living and
instead went to work in Harrods where
her love of fashion could flourish and her
business acumen was honed. She was headhunted by the John Lewis Partnership and
became their head Fashion Buyer, a job
she adored until her retirement in 1993.
Her role of course necessitated her flying
around the world at a time when this
would have been most unusual for a lone
female, but she was an intrepid traveller in
both her business and personal life.
Eileen had kept in touch with several
people who had worked for her and when
going through her papers after her death
her nephew found many cards and letters
that she had kept, proving how very much
admired she was by those with whom she
had worked.
Upon her retirement she immediately
embarked on yet more travels, often with
her good friend Joanna (with whom she
had worked), leaving Aubrey behind to
look after their beloved elkhounds.
Eileen was so extensively travelled that
I think there is hardly a country she had
not visited. She and Joanna trod the Silk
Road long before it was fashionable to
do so, visited Iraq at a time when it was
particularly politically volatile and declared
Russia the least welcoming place she had
ever been.
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She was a great hostess and, in her
heyday, would regularly invite a houseful of
guests to enjoy her wide culinary repertoire
as a true bon viveur. She was, undoubtedly,
a very straight-talking woman and you only
asked her opinion if you really wanted to
know what she really thought! It was quite
surprising then that, whilst working, she
was also a volunteer with the Samaritans something which she spoke of very rarely
but for which she clearly had an aptitude.
She and Aubrey spent many Christmas Days
helping out at the local community lunches,
both in London and later in Chesham. She
was also a great supporter of charities particularly, but not exclusively, those which
involved dogs.
Her love of the theatre and ballet stayed
with her all her life and she was a founder
member of the Tring branch of NADFAS
(now The Art Society) with responsibility
for organizing all the outings and visits to
galleries, stately homes and gardens for
many years.
In her later years her elkhounds were
finally replaced by a Swedish vallhund
and many people will have seen the two
of them walking the Commons which she
loved so much.
It was only in very recent years her
health began to fail her and yet, despite
falling and breaking both her hip and thigh
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Winter/Spring pub news
It goes without saying that the Covid 19 pandemic has been
devastating for all of the hospitality industry and public houses
are probably the worst hit sector.

S

ince strict rules prevent pubs from
serving customers within their
premises, most of them have locked
their doors. The only faint hope of salvation
has been an exception being made to
allow pub kitchens to sell ready meals
prepared to order for take away. Sadly, the
government felt it necessary to forbid them
from offering alcoholic beverages as part
of this service. That restriction was thought
to be necessary in the light of experiences
of drinkers buying take-away bottles which
they then consumed in unhealthy clusters
near the supplying pubs. This unsafe
behaviour spoiled it for the compliant
majority. It has the effect of squeezing their
business margins into a loss position when
they would already be struggling on a knife
edge to provide the ready-meal service.
This brings us to that one beacon of
hope in the Hilltop Villages: the valiant
management of the Full Moon. So long as
we use their services in sufficient numbers,
Hannah, Phil, the chefs and basic staff
will do their best to continue to deliver
their broad range of goods and services.
The unfortunate ban on their providing
alcoholic beverages has put unwarranted
pressure on their margins. In January,
Hannah said “We have been feeling our
way … with opening times and trying to
see what demand is. Hopefully, we can stay
open, but, if we are not needed, we will
have to close. We would really welcome
your ideas and suggestion and would love
to hear what the villagers want.”
News of what is currently on offer is
available from two sources: postings about
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what is on offer and opening times on New
Grapevine and ready-meal menus which are
occasionally refreshed on the website www.
fullmoonpub.info. Orders can be placed by
phoning 758959. A broad range of baked
goods, homemade game pies and soups,
sandwiches, paninis, Moon burgers, and hot
drinks is on offer every day except Monday.
Fish and chips on Thursday evenings has
been a regular favourite.
Safe delivery of all purchases is at the
forefront of the arrangements. There is a
one-way system approaching a table in the
side patio entrance doorway with a plastic
screen where the handover of purchases
occurs.
The White Lion is another glimmer
of hope on the distant horizon. The
extension of the trading area and the
extensive internal refurbishment have been
completed, and the pub is ready to open
for trading whenever it is economically
viable to do so. Looking in through the
windows reveals that a most welcoming
atmosphere awaits our return. Work on reestablishing the garden should be ready for
the reopening.
Bill Ingram
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Hilltop Villages Volunteers update
Our volunteers continue to provide support
for those isolating. Thank you.

I

f you are clinically extremely vulnerable
you should have received a letter from
the government which entitles you
to extra support whilst you remain in
lockdown, including priority booking for
online supermarket ordering and deliveries.
If you need assistance with shopping,
prescriptions or other essential errands
please call our support line: 0845 8 735 737.
All information provided below is from
official NHS or Buckinghamshire Council
websites and was correct at the time of
writing this article - 14 January.
Vaccinations
It was confirmed in early January that
three vaccination centres would go into
operation:
1. Chesham Town Hall, being supported by
around eight GP surgeries in the Chiltern
area, including those in Chesham,
Amersham and Little Chalfont.
2. Stoke Mandeville Stadium, supported by
several practices in the southern part of
the Aylesbury Vale area, including the
Westerngrove practice, which includes
Wendover Health Centre.
3. In Hertfordshire, the Dacorum-based GP
Surgeries including the Rothschild House
Group practices in Tring/ Berkhamsted
are using a unit at the Maxsted Industrial
Park in Hemel Hempstead.
In the current first phase, those over 80,
care workers, and NHS staff will be first
for vaccinations planned for completion
by the end of January. Patients will be
contacted either by the GPs practice or
the NHS when their turn arises to make an
36

appointment. The NHS call might only offer
you an appointment at one of their supervaccination hubs. Currently the two nearest
are outside county, at Stevenage or Epsom:
however, two are due to open in Bucks,
date tba. If you do not want to take up this
booking given the distance it will not affect
your rights to get a vaccination when your
GP’s surgery calls you. When contacted you
need to make/confirm your booking by
telephone or online by ‘Googling’ the UK
Gov Coronavirus Vaccination webpage.
When making a booking for your first
vaccination you should also book a date for
your second vaccination 11/12 weeks later.
It will save time on the booking and during
the visit, but is not essential, to have your
NHS number to hand. If you do not have
this, check your prescription, or your online
medical records, or contact your doctor’s
surgery.
Appointments last from between 30 to
45 minutes. You will be asked not to turn
up ahead of the given 15-minute arrival
time. Come prepared to wait, include
a snack and drink plus warm and wet
weather clothing and, of course, your mask!
If you have been given a booking number
bring this with you. You will be asked
some questions about your medical history
including any severe allergic reactions.
After the vaccination you will be
asked to wait 15 minutes to ensure you
do not have a serious reaction. You will
be provided with a leaflet about your
vaccination and the typical minor reactions.

Surgery when you book your appointment.
Community Impact Bucks can help you if
you call the Transport Hub (01296 841026)
Monday to Friday, 9am to 12.30pm.
If you experience any difficulties with
transport to get to a vaccination you can
contact us on the number below. If you are
willing to volunteer to provide transport
for someone needing a lift you can let the
Hilltop Villages Volunteers know on the
number or email below.
If you offer to give someone who
is not in your household a lift to their
vaccination appointment the guidance
from Buckinghamshire Council should be
followed:
• open windows for ventilation
• travel side by side or behind other
people, facing away from each other
and consider seating arrangements to
maximise distance between people in the
vehicle
• clean your car between journeys using
standard cleaning products – make sure
you clean door handles and other areas

that people may touch
• b
 oth driver and passenger to wear a face
mask.
Helping Hands support for families
The Helping Hands programme will provide
food vouchers for families needing financial
support during the school holiday periods,
including the February half term, and who
have children and young people registered
as eligible for free school meals.
Buckinghamshire Council have set up
a dedicated Helping Hand phone line for
households worried about food or warmth
over the winter season. Contact 01296 531
151.
Chris, Liz and Virginia Co-ordinators of the
Hilltop Villages Volunteers
Phone: 0845 8 735 737 or email;
hilltopvillageshelp@btinternet.com

Transports to vaccinations
If you cannot easily get to your nearest
vaccination centre, have not been offered a
home-based vaccination and need transport
to get you to your vaccination, tell your GP
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V V

V

100 Club
winners
Cholesbury Village Hall

Curvaceous Cook

December 2020
£25  Roger Worthington, Cholesbury
£15 Sandy Clarke, St Leonards
£10 Vicky Pudney, Cholesbury

Well, what strange times we find ourselves in. We had a Christmas of pure indulgence, to make
up for not seeing our family, and ate all the things we normally deny ourselves.
Amongst these was home-made mayo to go with some langoustines. I had forgotten how
easy, and how delicious it was, so thought you might like to give it a go. 

January 2021
£15 Stewart Pearce, Buckland Common
£15 Tim Watts, Hawridge.

Mayonnaise made with stick blender 
1 whole egg, plus 1 egg yolk 

For membership, please contact
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email
jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

1 tbs white wine or cider vinegar, or lemon juice 
1tsp dry(ideally) mustard, though dijon or english is fine if not 
Good pinch salt and some white pepper (black if you don’t mind seeing it) 

St Leonards Parish Hall

150 ml of vegetable oil. Don’t use olive or any other strong-flavoured oil, - it just isn’t nice! 

November 2020
£15 Julie Thompson, Buckland Common
£15 Paul Thomas, Buckland Common

Put everything into the blender jug in that order. 
Start with the blender on the base, turn it on, and just hold it there for a few seconds.

December 2020
£50 Caan Thomas, Ashridge
£25 Di Amies, Aylesbury
£15 Alanah Donnell, St Leonards
£15 Mr C Lake, Chivery Farm Park

It will start to go thick straight away.
Gently move the stick up and down the jug until everything is combined.
It will be very thick. 
Taste and adjust seasoning and acid levels to suit your palate 

January 2021
£15 Tabitha Conn, Buckland Common
£15 Malcolm Angell, Buckland Common

If it is too thick for your liking, add some boiling water, a teaspoon at a time. 

My mum always added a pinch of cayenne pepper, and another of sugar...give it a go, 
and play  around with it. 

For membership, please contact
Richard Leat on leatrj@yahoo.co.uk
or 01494 758784.

V V

If you want to make aioli, just grate in as much garlic as you fancy at the start, but be warned,
you will need to lock the jar to stop you going back for more every time you visit the fridge! 

V


In a screw top jar this will last at least a week in the fridge. 
Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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We welcome all news, letters and
articles which are of general interest and
relevance to the Hilltop Villages. Material
for inclusion in the April/May edition
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 12 March
latest. Please note that photos sent online
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449
grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700
anne@churchcottage.eu
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250
annhorn43@aol.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882
info@michaelspark.com
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printing
Orbit Press, Chesham 01494 778053
info@orbitpress.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making
and is funded by advertising.
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