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Our heartfelt thanks go to the Hilltop 

Villages Volunteers. The Group was set 

up in March last year just as the first 

national lockdown came into force. What 

tremendous service they have given to 

those in need. However, as restrictions 

now ease, the Group is winding down. 

In this issue, co-ordinator Chris Brown 

pays tribute to the many volunteers who 

provided much welcome help during such a 

difficult period.

This Spring, the Hilltop News team 
usually invite advertisers, contributors 
and distributors to its biennial drinks-

and-canapes evening as a way of showing 
appreciation for keeping the magazine 
going. For obvious reasons, a party was 
out of the question, so all we can do for 
the time being is convey our renewed 
thanks here. We thank our advertisers, 
whose support enables us to deliver Hilltop 
News to over 600 households in the Hilltop 
Villages free of charge. We thank our 
contributors, without whose stories and 
reports there would be little to read. And 
we thank our distributors, who voluntarily 
deliver to your homes, six times a year.

Let us look forward to the time when we 
can all meet up and celebrate again… 

Thanks all round…

Front cover 

A walk in our beautiful 
bluebell woods – not to 
be missed…

In this issue
•  A tribute to Anne Reid
•   Tom Brown – a larger-than-life village 

character
Plus, our regular features…
Chris Brown, in his Nature Notes, looks at 
how life on Earth began and developed
Our Curvaceous Cook relishes a simple, 
spicy stew.
…and full reports from our churches, 
school, pubs, councils, clubs and societies.

Easter wishes
Last year’s Easter holidays were drastically 
changed by the coronavirus outbreak which 
shut schools well ahead of schedule and 
ruined holidaymakers’ travel plans. This 
year we can at least look forward with 
increasing optimism. May your Easter be 
rewarding…

Revd Chris Haywood
The Induction and Installation Service 
of Revd. Chris Haywood takes place 
on Thursday 29 April at 7.30pm. An 
announcement will be made (via 
Grapevine) as to how this service will be 
held on Zoom.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Councillor vacancy
Are you interested in giving something 
back to your community? Could you 
volunteer some time, energy and expertise 
to find practical solutions and get 
things done for your community? Parish 
Councillors represent residents’ views and 
press for improvements to Buckinghamshire 
Council’s services, such as roads, planning 
decisions and enforcement, refuse 
collection, protection of our environment. 
Meetings are also held with police, 
health and fire services and voluntary 
organisations. If you are interested, please 
contact the Parish Clerk for a more detailed 
discussion on what the role entails and on 
the formal nomination process.

Road maintenance and repairs
The Parish Council continues to assert 
itself in getting road maintenance issues 
dealt with in a timely fashion. These issues 
include flooding, pot-holes, damage to 
signage, road repairs, etc. If you have 
any concerns or indeed become aware of 
an issue please either report the issue to 
https://www.fixmystreet.com/ or contact the 
Parish Council.

Your Parish Councillors are:

Chris Brown (Chairman): 758890

Bill Ingram (Vice-Chairman): 758258

Nigel Blomfield: 758314

Diane Brackley: 01296 625081

Philip Matthews: 758205

Francis Sanger: 758767

Buckinghamshire Councillors:

Councillor Birchley:  07714  704017 

Councillor  Rose:  837688

Councillor MacBean:  07812 177794

Councillor Alan Bacon - 01494 774870

Buckinghamshire Council:

Contact number:  0300  131  6000

THE COUNTY COUNCIL

At the 
February 
meeting of 

the Village Forum, 
Transport for Bucks 
was informed about 
our concerns on 
road resurfacing, 
drainage, speed 
and signage. Cllr 
Jane MacBean and 
I have lobbied hard 
at County Hall, with 
others, for increased spending on gully 
clearance due to heavy rain in the Hilltop 
Villages. As a result, an extra £4 million is 
to be spent countywide in 2021/22 to repair 
broken pipes, clean out and repair gullies 
more frequently and check that roads are 
swept where necessary in the wake of 
storms.

Mindful of the needs of our rural villages, 
we have also had success in supporting local 
projects through the Chesham & Villages 
Community Board. Hawridge & Cholesbury 
Cricket Club has been awarded £7500 to 
replace ageing equipment. This will free up 
time for coaching young people and fitness 
training at the club. Other projects include 
play equipment, a sensory playground, 
work on a parish path and broadband in a 
village hall to enable IT tuition for senior 
citizens: all in adjoining parishes. The March 
meeting of the Board focussed on the 
environment, which is a top priority.

With many having had their first jab, 
schools back and some sports available 
by Easter, the world is starting to feel a 
bit more normal. We have been lucky 
in Chilterns that the Covid infection 
rate has mostly been low and we have 
been free of new infections around 
Chesham. Supporting each other as 

a community has paid dividends and, 
listening to Dr Chris Whitty, this may have 
to continue for some time yet. We are all 
impatient to get local events moving, see 
one another and have some fun!

 
Looking at the latest ‘Key Facts in Bucks’ it 
is pleasing to see our parish has very high 
life expectancy at 88+ years. 100 years ago 
life expectancy was about 55 years for 
men and 60 for women. Infectious diseases 
took a huge toll on the population, there 
were no plumbed toilets or sewerage 
systems and drinking water was often 
contaminated in the rural parishes. 
Smoking rates and manual occupations 
have also fallen. 70% of our residents are 
physically active and obesity is thought to 
have fallen by 10% over the last five years. 
Whilst alcohol related illness and drug 
misuse has risen in the 21st century, the 
numbers for our parish remain low.

Jane and I wish you all a very happy Easter 
and look forward to welcoming our new 
Minister, Revd Chris Haywood and his wife 
Georgie at the end of April, followed by 
elections for local government and the 
Police & Crime Commissioner on 6 May.

Please get in touch if I can raise your 
concerns with officers at County Hall.

Cllr Patricia Birchley

Virtual meetings
The parish council will continue to hold 
meetings virtually for the foreseeable 
future and have moved the start time to 
5pm. Below are the scheduled dates for the 
next couple of months.  If you would like to 
attend a meeting, please contact the clerk 
and a link to join will be sent to you.
•  Monday, 19 April 2021
•  Monday, 24 May 2021
If you need advice or assistance, Parish 
Councillors and myself are available to be 
contacted as usual. 

Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk, 07704-909324  
Email: parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com
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You know that feeling when you take off a 

hat that’s a little too tight? Or you loosen 

a piece of string you have wrapped around 

your finger until your finger turns purple 

and throbs? I’m typing this on 8th March as 

schools reopen, with my body still primed 

for fight or flight, convinced I need to do 

everything quickly to make sure there’s 

enough time. But there is no maths Zoom 

call or English task today. The hat’s off. The 

string loosened. We are free. In the words 

of an imagined, nerdier version of Alice 

Cooper - School’s Back for Springtime!

Highlights of home school in our 
house were making two garden 
sculptures – a tree and a skeleton. 

We got our blindfolded daughter to smell 
blue cheese under the pretence of it being 
a science experiment about the five senses. 
We learned poems and sign language. I 
was patiently taught which way around 
the greater than > and less than < signs 
go because, to be honest, I was struggling. 
(Hope I’ve got them right here.) 

My daughter even wrote her very own 
‘mixed-up’ fairy tale called The Wolf and 
the Wand. In a strange way (and with 

HAWRIDgE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL
full acknowledgement of the misery this 
pandemic has caused), this may be a time 
that I look back on fondly. Maybe. But for 
now, thank goodness it’s over. 

Anyway, that’s enough about grown-
ups. We’ve had our time in the educational 
spotlight. Hopefully for the last time in 
this context - hats off to all the teachers 
who conducted umpteen live Zoom lessons 
to yawning kids, uploaded pre-recorded 
sessions, set tasks, looked at the attempts 
to complete said tasks, before feeding back 
gentle encouragement to the children… 
and grown-ups. The hard work and care 
involved was obvious throughout.
In other news, World Book Day could 

not be defeated by a global pandemic. 
We were joined by the Cat in the Hat who 
paraded about the place saying she knows 
a lot about this and a lot about that. The 
Cat in the Hat also claimed she looked more 
like a badger than a cat, resulting in the 
unceremonious sacking of the face-painting 
department. 

On the final Friday of home school, Mr 
Motivator put the kids through their paces. 
Now that’s one for the mums and dads, or 
grandmas and grandpas even. My wife and 
I saw him at Bestival in 2011 and that had 
to be at least 15 years after his breakfast TV 
heyday. 

There’s also lots of fun for the kids to 
get involved with now that they are back, 
including Red Nose Day. And by the time 
you read this they will have had a Welcome 
Back disco, albeit remotely, as the lockdown 
funk gets transformed into funky dancing. 
Anyway, well done kids – you did it. Enjoy 
seeing your mates and teachers for real.

Rob Scott

I was told by Julian that High Wycombe, 
the largest town in Buckinghamshire, has 
presented many problems for its historians. 
Julian will sum up their work and add 
some thoughts of his own about the town’s 
geography and economic history.

How to attend this meeting 
Attending this meeting costs just £4. To 
arrange to pay and get a link to join by 
video conference send an email to Richard 
Leat on leatrj@yahoo.co.uk, or phone 01494 
758784. Non-members are always welcome.

Our AgM is on 14 May. Arrangements tba

Chris Brown 
01494 758890

LOCAL HISTORY 
gROUP
The following talk will 

be presented by video 

conference…

On Friday 16 April at 
7.30pm for a 7.45pm start

A FRESH LOOK AT WYCOMBE
Our speaker is Julian Hunt, who established 
the Centre for Bucks Studies. He is a much-
in- demand speaker, prolific author and 
renowned expert on Buckinghamshire.

This is a brand new talk and I believe 
we are the first Group to hear it. It was 
scheduled to be given Spring 2020 but 
was cancelled when lockdown kicked-in! 
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CHOLESBURY CUM ST LEONARDS HORT SOC
After a long, wet Autumn and more recently the coldest weather we have experienced 

for many years, hopefully some Spring warmth will arrive and we can start sowing and 

planting for the year ahead.

One of the good 
things to have 
come out of these 

prolonged lockdowns is 
that many people have 
found that being outside 
can lift the spirits. With 
our enforced time at home 
people have had the time 
to tend their plots and 
it is heartening to hear 
of people experiencing, 
perhaps for the first time, 
the joy of “growing your 
own”.

The Hort Soc is very 
hopeful that this year we 
will be able to hold our 
Annual Show again and the schedule will 
soon be available for members. Last year 
many gardeners were caught out, myself 
included, when the garden Centres were 
able to open again and were inundated 
with gardeners buying up seeds, spring 
plants and composts, etc. It took a while for 
the centres to restock but fortunately in the 
Hilltops everyone rallied round and people 
shared seeds and seedlings and all was not 
lost.

Sweetpeas can be sown now indoors or 
in a heated greenhouse. I have followed 
a family tradition of planting them out 
on Good Friday. They are greedy plants 
and you need to prepare the ground 
first. In March dig a deep hole or trench 
and fill with manure/compost and then 
coverup ready for planting in early April. 
Feed regularly through the summer with 
Growmore or tomato feed and keep 
picking.....enjoy! Early vegetables such as 

broad beans, spinach 
and chard should be 
sown from March 
onwards either in a 
greenhouse or in the 
ground. Then these 
can be followed by 
runner beans, french 
beans, tomatoes and 
courgettes. These must 
be planted out when 
frosts are over in mid-
May.

I like to sow a 
selection of flower seeds 
to keep the colour going 
through into Autumn. 
Really rewarding plants 

are rudbeckias such as ‘Rustic Dwarf’ – 
in fact they grow to about 2-3ft – very 
colourful in golds and bronzes and will 
flower from July until the first frosts.

Annual bedding plants can be bought 
from local garden centres. I list below some 
nurseries which the Society recommends…

Batchelors in Wigginton have a good 
mixture of plants and specialise in Spring 
with bedding plants and many suitable 
for hanging baskets and containers. They 
are developing their site so please support 
them as I have checked that they will be 
trading this year. Apart from plants they 
also sell some composts. Their 75litre 
compost that they use themselves is 
an excellent growing medium.  Phone: 
01442 865722. Postcode: HP23 6JB

If you have space for some new 
perennials the Hort Soc can recommend 

Sunnyside Nursery in Berkhamsted. The 
plants are extremely well grown in poly 
tunnels and there are many unusual plants. 
They grow a lovely aster ‘Frikartii Munch’ 
which is the earliest and longest flowering 
aster with single lilac daisies. From the 
main road into Berkhamsted turn Left into 
New Road leading towards Ashridge and 
once you have gone over the canal bridge 
and then the railway it is immediately on 
your left. The owner can be contacted on 
07743 552154 and will be happy to advise 
you. Please ring to check they are open but 
usual hours are 9-5pm weekdays.  Postcode: 
HP4 1NJ

Sadly, South Heath Garden Centre, a 
family business of long standing which 
always gave good horticultural advice, is 
closing down because of illness. It is selling 
off all remaining stock with some discounts 
and is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday. Please check their 
opening hours on their website. Phone: 
01494 863269. Postcode: HP16 9SH

Tring Garden Centre (old Wyevale) at 
Bulbourne is now run by British gardens. 
It is well stocked and has a good variety of 
shrubs, trees, seeds, bulbs, seed potatoes 
and good supplies of bird seed. Open 
daily 9am-4.30pm. Phone: 01442 891393. 
Postcode: HP23 5HF

The Society will keep members informed 
and we hope lockdowns will be lifted when 
safe and we can offer our usual Summer 
events. We hope by the time you read this 
you will have enjoyed the excellent video 
on snowdrops by Carys and Liz and also the 
Zoom talk by Mick Jones from BBOWT.

Stay safe. Happy gardening and keep 
weeding! 

Liz Firth.

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions

01442 890184
07909 542149

annmalvern@sky.com
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HAWRIDgE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Litterblitz
Our annual litterblitz will be held from 
Saturday 27 March to Easter Monday 5 
April and, as usual, garbage bags will be 
left at the three main collection points – by 
the Cricket Pitch; opposite the School and 
opposite Church Lane, Hawridge. We will 
make every effort to ensure that these 
have only been handled in accordance with 
Covid restrictions but Please wear gloves 
whilst you carry out any litter picking. Filled 
sacks may be left at the collection points 
but if possible please take any home for 
your normal roadside collection. If there are 
items which are too heavy to move please 
leave them by the roadside for the Council 
pick up or tell us where they are so that we 
can move them to the roadside. 

Whilst it is really helpful for everyone to 
make a special effort to clear debris from 
the Commons during Litterblitz, before the 
vegetation gets too long, we do value your 
efforts to keep the Commons rubbish free 
at all times.

Free litter picks
If you would like a litter pick free of charge 
please contact Lindsay griffin (758440) or 
lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk. Nine-year-old 
twins, Peggy and Dexter Muggeridge-Breene 
made good use of their litter picks on the 
Commons recently with their father Keith.

Fly-tipping
Unfortunately, we have had several 
incidences of fly-tipping, especially at the 
top of Pound Lane. Councillor Brown has 
emphasised that though we do need to 
gather rubbish to the edge of the road, 
which frequently means re-bagging it, we 
should notify the Council and wait for them 
to pick it up. They do go through rubbish in 
order to try to establish the identity of the 
perpetrators. Apparently, their record of 
prosecutions is good and two incidences on 
Rays Hill have led to successful prosecutions. 
Note, though, that the people who have 
dumped the rubbish may have been paid 
to remove it. If it is your rubbish you will 
be fined so please make sure that you use 
someone reliable if you do pay someone to 
take it to the tips.

Native wildflowers
Over many years there have been a 
number of surveys of native plants 
found on our Commons. See our website 
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org for 
historic records in Local Heritage Study. 
Unfortunately, because of Covid restrictions 
Dave and Mary Braddock have been unable 
to continue their most recent surveys on 
the Commons for now. However, their 
preliminary work (See on the website 
under species surveys) suggested that 
many of the plants, which have been here 
historically, are still here. There has never 
been any attempt to record how abundant 
species are and some, like harebells are just 
‘hanging in there’. Native daffodils, which 
had never been recorded on the Commons, 
have been planted by the School children 
over the last two years since they are in 
steep decline nationally. One of these days 
we hope to recreate Wordsworth’s host 
of golden daffodils which were the small 
native variety!

Given the importance of wildflowers for 
our pollinators we are trying to increase the 
numbers of native wildflowers that we have 

here on the Commons or which are known 
to flourish nearby. It is also important to 
link up areas which have wildflowers and, 
as many of you will know, as well as the 
Commons, Christine has another County 
Wildlife Site on her valley nearby which 
is a sight to behold when it is in bloom. 
Various other local people have also been 
establishing wildflowers either on their 
verges or as parts of their garden. They may 
not look as neat as a well-kept lawn but 
they are much richer in wildlife and provide 
an important corridor between the various 
sites.

One area which we hope to develop 
further is the crescent shaped piece of 
land opposite the Village Hall. For many 
years Joan Barnard has been encouraging 
a variety of wildflowers to grow 
there, pulling out some but not all of the 
aggressive weeds like dock and nettles and 
encouraging other natives. We are also 
considering work on the triangle at the 

top of Sandpit Hill. For several years Mark 
Gardiner used to mow paths through this 
area but now that he has moved we will 
look at how it might be managed in the 
future.     

Over the last few weeks we have 
planted numerous native snowdrops 
whilst they were ‘in the green’. Our DofE 
candidate Zach Weaver, his mum, Susannah 
and sister, Ellie planted some by two 
memorial benches - for the centenary of 
the Armistice on the Cholesbury side by 
the top of Horseblock Lane and for Edgar 
Taylor opposite the school. Our other 
two DofEs, Ben Morris and george Hill 
planted more by the hexagonal bench 
which is a memorial to World War II and 
more recently members of our Committee 
planted some by Gill Goodchild’s bench 
outside the Village Hall. We have received 
many favourable comments. Our thanks to 
all concerned for a job well done.

We look also forward to seeing how well 

Making good use of litter picks
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the native daffodils planted in the Autumn 
by the school children do in Spring as well 
as the Snakes head fritillaries planted by 
george, Ben and his brother Zach, Sarah 
Higgins and Janet Hopkinson. Other species 
that we would like to grow are aconites; 
wood anemones; primroses; cowslips; and 
harebells.

DofEs
We have been fortunate in having 
several candidates for their Bronze 
award over the last few years and we 
are committed to providing them with 
worthwhile experiences. Zach Weaver 
has just completed his and wrote “Doing 
my volunteering work for the commons 
preservation society has been very 
enjoyable, although some mornings I was 
half asleep. I would choose it over doing 
work in a charity shop or something like 
that any day. I certainly do now have 

an understanding of the orchestrated 
effort needed to keep the commons in 
tiptop condition. I would most definitely 
recommend doing it to any friends who 
needed to do their volunteering work”. 

We are keen to encourage all children 
to enjoy the Commons and so if you have 
children in the family who would like to 
help do get in touch whether they are part 
of the DofE scheme or not. We cannot 
guarantee to monitor them due to Covid 
restrictions but we can provide them with 
tools and ways in which to help maintain 
the Commons. Of course, as soon as we 
can we hope to have sessions such as moth 
trapping/release and butterfly walks to 
show the astonishing variety of creatures 
we have living here. We also look forward 
to being able to work with the School on 
small mammal trapping and investigating 
the pond when the children are settled 
after their long covid break.

Winter work
James Jolliffe finished most of the planned 
winter work before we have to stop work 
in the woodland to allow the birds to nest 
in peace. His work to open up the rides has 
been welcomed by horse riders since it has 
greatly improved visibility. Among other 
work James also cleared trees and brambles 
around the Dewpond and has created run 
offs down both Stoney Lane and Pound 
Lane which have made an appreciable 
difference to the amount of rain water 
which gushes down there, causing a 
problem by the converted barns at the 
bottom.

Surveys
We hope that Lizzie Every will shortly be 
able to investigate the ponds and Isobel 
and David are continuing to amass evidence 
of the lichens on the Commons. Isobel has 
undertaken online training to identify the 
subtle differences between species and is 
working on a survey to assess the levels 
of nitrogen pollution on the Commons. 
She and David are photographing the 
various species and we hope that in due 
course these will be added to our website 
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org

Newsletter frequency
We are intending issuing more regular 
Newsletters to our membership since we 
now have quite a few people who live 
outside the catchment area of the Hilltop 
News. If you are not a member but wish to 
sign up for it you can do so easily on the 
website. Our thanks to Veronica Mash who 
has helped us update the database and for 
sending out the Newsletter as well as the 
sterling work which she does on updating 
the website.

Enjoy the Spring and roll on the vaccine!

Lindsay Griffin

Planting for nature

gOOD LOCAL WALKS

Judging by the unusually well-worn 
paths encountered these past few 
months, more of us have been out 

and about locally during these restrictive 
times. A handy walking companion is a 
series of five guided walks which can be 
downloaded from the cholesbury.com 
website for printing off or used while 
being displayed on a phone or tablet as 
you walk. Each starts from a local pub 
(though the Rose & Crown is no longer 
there of course). The walk leaflets were 
originally produced by the Local History 
Group to celebrate the Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee. Each contains information about 
local history, wildlife and landscape that 
you might encounter on your walk. Keep 
safe and continue to enjoy our beautiful 
countryside.
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The square and the outfield have 
already had their first cuts and the 
dressing room has seen a coat of fresh 

paint. Parts of the pavilion have also had 
an unscheduled soaking of fresh water. In 
the most recent thaw following the very 
cold weather, we had not one but two 
water pipes burst in the loft. The water 
caused a fair amount of damage which we 
are now working hard to put right. We’re 
not yet sure how the enduring dampness 
in the rafters has affected the mood of our 
resident glis-glis population. 

It’s exciting to think that we may soon 
be back on the pitch. Playing cricket is 
what we get together to do. It’s why 
the club exists and without our players 
we are nothing. In 2021 we are looking 
forward to seeing some new players, and 
we’ll welcome back old players who have 
returned after a time away. Most excitingly 
of all, we have several young players (still 
teenagers) able to take wickets and score 
runs in the senior sides: not just making up 
the numbers but making a contribution. 
Long may that level of enthusiasm and 
commitment thrive. Who knows if it will, 
but I certainly felt that in 2020 there was 
a noticeable bond and a buzz on the pitch 
between people who enjoyed each other’s 
company and who enjoyed sharing in each 
other’s successes. We remember fondly the 
10-wicket win at Ley Hill. A demolition of 
Whitchurch who were saved from a heavy 

defeat only by the rain. Great Hampden 
were bowled out for under a hundred and 
Aylesbury for 61. 

The selection of our colts in our senior 
sides was a reward for possibly the club’s 
greatest asset. Our youth section for 
boys and girls is brilliantly supported and 
brilliantly run. In a world where our young 
people are surrounded by endless choice, 
it was fantastic to see so many youngsters 
on the common last summer, working 
at their game and having fun. They 
also benefitted from playing numerous 
competitive matches against other clubs 
at all age-group levels. James Morris, who 
runs our colts’ training, should get special 
thanks for his dedication, leadership and 
enthusiasm in making it all happen. He and 
his team deserve the club’s full support and 
I’m delighted to say that all our regular 
colts volunteers are due to have qualified 
as England and Wales Cricket Board-
recognised coaches by the time the 2021 
season starts. 

We are thrilled that we will have a 
regular group of visitors this season. Our 
friends over at Chenies and Latimer CC 
- after a very thorough vetting process – 
have agreed to play their 3rd XI Saturday 
Thames Valley League ‘home’ games at 
our ground in 2021. When they finalised 
the arrangement, they paid the club a fine 
compliment…
“Your beautiful ground, pavilion, covers, 

nets and sight screens, are much, much 
better than many grounds in much higher 
leagues”, they wrote. 

Off the pitch, the committee has 
agreed to the reinstatement of the Cricket 
Management group in 2021. It will be 
concerned specifically with playing matters, 
senior team selection and will represent the 
players’ interests. I am delighted that our 
new Saturday captain, Nick Lincoln, will be 
part of the group. Nick is a great fit. He’s of 
the right age, has all the talents as a player 
and has been at the club since he was a 
kid. He also comes from a fine lineage of 
Hawridge & Cholesbury cricketers, who are 
now contributing to village life in other 
ways (I’m very strongly of the view that 
any writer worth his salt shouldn’t pass 
up the opportunity to flatter his editor on 
occasion). 

Nick’s appointment reminds us of how 
we are entwined in wider village life. We 
are a village cricket club, and we must 
never forget that. In the final analysis, we 
will be remembered by how we play the 
game we love. But my great hope is that 
our sporting success should be informed 
each season by the amazing spirit which 
is so evidently fostered by the families 
and the diverse individuals who bring so 
much to Hawridge & Cholesbury CC. Their 
varied gifts keep us thriving. We saw that in 
abundance in 2020 during a year that was 
troubling and brought anxiety for many 
of us. Fortunately, those qualities our folk 
have of openness, tolerance, friendship and 
endeavour are non-negotiable. Long may 
that continue as we engage with the world 
and strive to be a village cricket club which 
is seen as a beacon in the Chilterns.

Simon Lister

Looking forward to welcoming back the crowds!

HAWRIDgE &  
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
The fixtures for the season have been distributed by the 

league. We take this to be a good sign that we may well be 

playing cricket this season. 
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

The January and February meetings 
took place by Zoom with many thanks 
to Hilary and Norman Sheppard for 

enabling the technology. It was Norman’s 
brilliant photography, including under 
water, which took us to Barbados for the 
first meeting of the New Year and this 
was followed in February by a visit to 
Cambridge. Murray Jacobs led us around 
the city highlighting unusual features to be 
seen, including the intriguing Corpus Clock, 
also known as the Grasshopper clock.

 We opened these meetings up to visitors 
by putting out invitations on Grapevine 
and hope that more of you will sign in for 
future talks. The April meeting will be with 
Maria Greenhill who is a Garden Designer 
with a difference. Maria is a teacher, 
trainer and workshop leader who says 
that education should be fun. Look out for 
Hilary’s Grapevine message for this one and 
for our May meeting. This is the Resolution 
meeting – the resolution which received 
most selections was ‘A call to increase 
awareness of the subtle signs of ovarian 
cancer’. 

 In February, some members joined Zoom 
sessions exploring aspects of Thailand, 
including arts, crafts and culture, traditional 
textiles and Thai cookery, while in March 
three online Investigation and Discovery 
sessions were organised by the County 
Science and Society Sub-committee. Dr 
Chris  Jackson’s presentation on ‘How to 
Look Inside a Volcano’ was amazing. Jane 
Tubb is a geologist  who asked her audience 
to imagine a life without leaves and Jo de 
Montgros explored the topic of renewable 
energy with an emphasis on wind farms. 
The next Science and Society Matters 
event will be on 29 April – ‘An Insight into 
Current Issues – arranged marriages’. 

 Membership renewals are due on the 
1st April this year and the subscription has 

NEIgHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

There are discounts 
available to NHW 
members on a number 

of items such as Yale Security 
products, Patlocks (for French 
doors) and Co-op new Home Insurance 
policies. Jewsons will also give discounts 
on many products. SelectaDNA is a police-
approved product at a discounted price of 
£27 per kit which will make your property 
more secure from burglars. The kit allows 
you to mark all your valuables with a DNA 
identity totally unique to you. There is also 
an offer on Ring Video Doorbells which is 
open until 30 June 2021. Please contact me 
for the discount codes which need to be 
applied.

Shirley Blomfield (758314)

been reduced from £44 to £34 - do think of 
joining. For more information on the WI in 
general or our WI in particular, please get 
in touch with our President, Carol Henry, on 
01494 758435. 
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He patrols his territory from dawn till dusk. 

Ever vigilant for intrusion. His vantage 

points are an old, rusty Land Rover wheel, 

a garden fork, left propped against the 

fence years ago, even the wing mirror on 

an old classic. The dawn peaks sluggishly 

from its slumbers, as our tiny warrior 

emerges from his fortress of protection, or 

the pocket of the old camo jacket hanging 

in the barn, ready for another day of 

guarding.

He lands on the old garden fork, 
scattering the hoar frost and rotten 
wood, which falls to the rock-hard 

ground below. He stands and scrutinises this 
part of his territory, his home, his heritage, 
left to him by his forebears. With a last look 
around, he flies over the fence and down 
the weed-choked path to the bastion of 
chooks. The chicken pen! The hens are still 
in, waiting to be released upon the world! 
Dramatic, but fun!

Our little soldier alights on the edge of 
the large seed hopper, checking out the 
best grain, before tucking in. A rat appears, 
looking for the next meal for her young, 
hidden underneath the concrete floor of 
the old, derelict garage, adjoining the 
house. It squeezes underneath the feeder, 
to collect the fallen seed from the day 
before. It didn’t even try to get up into the 
hopper as it might be seen.

Our little man has eaten his fill, had 
a quick preen, before flying back to his 
sentry post, to watch over his kingdom. He 
suddenly ducks under the overhanging roof 
of the wood store, as a shadow makes its 
ghostly way across the yard floor. A shadow 
he knows well. A black and white killer! A 

The Scarlet Swordsman

stealer of eggs! A murderer of young chicks 
still in their nest! The magpie!

Our watcher hops along the roof joist to 
watch his enemy of old, looking for its next 
easy meal. Nothing much around so the 
killer flies on. Its call still echoes around the 
rusting cars and unfinished projects as Red 
squeezes out of his place of safety.

A small movement catches his eye. 
The fat, spoilt tabby cat from two doors 
down, skulks around a pile of logs before 
sliding under an old, rusting horsebox, to 
reappear through the jumble of nettles and 
bundles of used stock netting. It thinks it’s 
fooled the guardian, but he’s well aware 
of the feline assassin’s every move. He even 
turns his back on it! It slides out of cover, 

keeping to the shadows and damp places 
surrounding the arena.

Ears back, eyes blazing, it bellies out and 
rushes at the tiny, gallant creature. Inches 
from its intended victim, its wings spring 
open, and he shoots skywards, avoiding 
the razor-sharp claws and snarling teeth! 
Reaching the height of its spring, body 
twisting and contorting, it falls back to 
earth, pursued by the swordsman!

The fearless ball of feathers and bone 
keeps flying in the cat’s face, driving it back.

Intimidating, cajoling, herding the fat, 
spiteful feline from his place of business, his 
home!
Backing away, tail down, looking over its 

shoulder, snarling and spitting, it’s beaten 
and in full retreat.
Little Red sits on the fence and sings a 

song of victory. So I salute you, my little 
guardian of the woodlands, yard and 
garden.

Mike Wallis

WIN A LUXURY CHAMPAgNE CREAM TEA 
FOR UP TO 8 PEOPLE

Set in a beautiful Hawridge location and catered for by Gill Newton we are again 
offering you the chance to invite seven friends/family members to share your prize of 

a proper posh cream tea, as soon as we are safely allowed to do so....

Alternatively, if you can’t wait that long, we will happily provide all the goodies and 
you can enjoy in the comfort of your own garden!

Tickets cost just £2.50 each and please make a cheque out to Friends of Hawridge 
Church with your contact details on the back.  You need to also answer this question:  

What country produces Champagne?

Pop your cheque in the post box outside Cholesbury Village Hall before Tuesday 1st 
June when we will draw the lucky winner.

Alternatively, to pay cash or online contact hopkinsonjanet@gmail.com
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Tom, one of 14 children of Enoch 
and Christina Brown, was born in 
Cholesbury and later moved with his 

family to the Rose and Crown, Buckland 
Common (later to become the Horse and 
Hounds and now a private house) when 
his father took over the pub from his 
grandfather, Cornelius, who was reported 
to have been the licensee from 1863. In 
the 1901 census, at the age of 19, Tom was 
described as a farm labourer still living with 
his family at the Rose and Crown. However, 
by the 1911 census he had become the 
licensee of the Rose and Crown. He married 
Christina Winkworth in 1908 and had two 
children, Stanley and my mother, Dorothy. 
They lived there until 1924 when they 
moved to what was always known in my 
family as the Bungalow, now called Little 
Bury Wood, on Cholesbury Common, next 
to the Village Hall.
Brickmaking was a major employer 

in the Hilltop Villages and I suspect Tom 
and his brothers would have all been 
brickmakers at some point in their lives. 
Tom appears to have been an entrepreneur, 
perhaps spurred on by having to compete 
with his many brothers and sisters, and in 
1921 he purchased 20 acres of land in Shire 
Lane, which included the greater part of 
Cholesbury Camp, from Arthur Butcher of 
the Butcher banking family in Tring and 

One man’s influence  
on the villages

opened his own brickworks. I was told the 
Bungalow was built with his first kiln of 
bricks but this might just be another family 
myth! He acquired further land in Shire 
Lane, at one point owning all the land 
going away from Cholesbury Common on 
the left-hand side up to Montana, which 
was built by the Dunton Brothers who 
operated their own brickworks in the 
woods to the rear.
S.T. Brown’s brickworks closed in the 

1970’s and the land has now been restored 
but Shire Lane has many reminders of Tom’s 
legacy. The six 1930’s style semi-detached 
houses were built by him mostly to house 
his own family, in the early 1930’s (I lived 
in number 4 as a very young boy) and Kiln 
House, whilst not built until the 1960’s, was 
constructed on foundations laid by him in 
the 1930’s. The annexe to this house was 
the former offices for the brickworks.

Perhaps the most striking reminder of his 
influence on Cholesbury is Overburnts on 
Cholesbury Common. He built this in 1937, 
adjacent to his first house in the village. 
As the name suggests the construction 
incorporated overburnt bricks from the 
brickworks, giving it its dark colour, and old 
timbers he acquired from demolition sites 
around the country. My father, who was the 
builder, told me how difficult Tom was as 
a client as he was always having to tweak 

the construction to accommodate Tom’s 
acquisitions. The house remained in the 
family until the 1980’s. 

Tom acquired Johns Lane Farm in Ashley 
Green and opened another brickworks 
there. This also flourished for some time 
after his death but was eventually closed 
in the 1960’s. Tom also acquired Buckland 
Wood Farm, Buckland Common in 1938 at 
the auction of the Rothschild’s Tring Estate. 

He was known to be a farmer, pheasant 
breeder and cattle trader when he was still 
the licensee of the Rose and Crown and 
he was well known at Tring and Aylesbury 
markets. Indeed, a favourite story of my 
mother’s was of him taking his horse and 
trap to Tring market where he would 
transact his business and then spend the 
rest of the day in one of the local hostelries. 
Too drunk to find his own way home he 
was put in his trap and the horse would 
bring him back to Buckland Common. 
However, I suspect his main motive for 
acquiring land was for the clay for his 
brickworks. Indeed, Buckland Wood Farm 
had been a brickworks, certainly records 
confirm there was one there in 1850 and 
possibly continued in existence into the 
early 1900’s and there is plenty of evidence 
that clay was dug there both before and 
after he acquired it. This farm has remained 
in the family although Rosemary and I are 
the first members of the family to actually 
live there!

*  *  *

The ownership of the farms allowed 
Tom to concentrate on farming during the 
second world war when brickmaking came 
to a standstill. However, the drying sheds 
at the works in Shire Lane were used for 
storing copra in the first years of the War 
but this came to an end in 1941 when the 
sheds burnt down, destroying the stored 
copra together with a lorry and new 
tractor.  The report in the Bucks Examiner 

at the time suggests this was the first major 
fire for the newly formed Cholesbury fire 
brigade, of which my father and uncle 
were members, although the blaze was 
so intense due to the burning copra that 
assistance had to be called from Missenden 
fire brigade.

Apart from his business interests Tom 
was involved in local politics, being elected 
a member of the newly formed Cholesbury-
cum-St Leonards Parish Council in 1934 
and Amersham Rural District Council, the 
predecessor to Chiltern D C, in the same 
year. He was also at some time a member 
of Ashley green Parish Council, presumably 
because of his business interests there. 
Tom’s first wife died in 1928 but he 

married again in 1937, to the licensee 
of the Full Moon, Mrs Emily Hearn. By 
this time it seems the pub had become 
his second home, illustrated by an 
advertisement that appeared in the Bucks 
Examiner in 1935 looking for brickmakers 
for his Hog Lane works, where applicants 
were invited to apply to ‘Hog Lane, 
Cholesbury works or the Full Moon’! He 
also enjoyed his sport, being a member of 
many clubs, including the Full Moon bowls 
club and organised cricket matches played 
on his own pitch in Cholesbury Camp. 
One particular match between Cholesbury 
and Bellingdon brickworks was reported 
to have ended up at ‘the ever-popular 
Full Moon, where Mr Brown obliged with 
songs accompanied by Mr French on his 
improvised violin’.

Tom’s first world war army records 
state he was only 5’ 2” tall but the stories I 
have heard of him and the research I have 
done all suggest he was a larger-than-
life character, even a bit of a rogue, who 
certainly left his mark on the villages. He 
was someone I would love to have met but 
unfortunately never did as he died in 1950, 
just a year before I was born.  

Stewart Pearce

When Graham asked me to write something about my family and its involvement in the 

Hilltop Villages I wasn’t sure whether it was a good idea. However, it did spur me on to do 

some research into one man in particular, my grandfather Samuel Thomas Brown, or Tom 

Brown to all who knew him. 
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As the date of 

my installation 

and induction 

approaches, my wife 

Georgie and I are 

very much looking 

forward to moving 

into the Vicarage, 

settling in the 

community and starting ministry across the 

benefices. The induction and installation 

service will necessarily be a Zoom affair, 

which I hope many of you will be able to 

join.

I understand the Parishes are currently 
working towards reopening the 
churches, but will most likely not be in 

a position to resume public worship until 
May. We eagerly anticipate the resumption 
of services as soon as it is safe to do so. We 
do hope many from the community will join 
us for our first services back, when worship 
recommences, and on an ongoing basis. We 
hope these will be joyous community and 
church occasions.

Of course, it is a sadness for Georgie and 
me that the induction cannot be a public 
service at St John the Baptist Church, The 
Lee, as the church holds a very special place 
in our hearts. Georgie and I were married at 
The Lee on 13 April 2002 by the Reverend 
David Burgess and we had hoped to have 
another memorable occasion in the church. 
I am, however, eagerly anticipating leading 
worship for the first time in the Church 
and we are delighted that we will be able 
to worship God together in a place which 
holds so many memories for us.

Leading worship in all the Hilltop 

churches will be no less special for me, 
perhaps especially at St Mary’s, Hawridge, 
where Georgie worshipped as a teenager. 
She looks forward to reconnecting to the 
church members who first guided her in 
her formative experience of the Church of 
England.

It is our hope and prayer that every 
service in the churches across the Benefices 
will be special occasions, where each and 
everyone of us encounter God and the 
abundance of his love, that we especially 
celebrate in a wedding ceremony.
Clearly, word is starting to get out that 

we have a strong personal connection 
with the parish. Georgie was brought up 
at Heath End and over the years we have 
on occasion worshipped at the churches 
whenever we have visited the area. We are 
much looking forward to reconnecting.

With every blessing, 

Chris Haywood

From Revd. Chris Haywood…
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C h u r C h  m a t t e r s

ChOLesBurY 

there is little 
activity to 
report from 

Cholesbury church as 
we are still unable 
to hold public 
worship. Online 
services are available and we thank Joanne 
for her weekly newsletter providing links. 
Neither do we have a Vicar yet, but Revd. 
Chris Heywood will be inducted into the 
four parishes on 29 April, which is within 
the special period between Easter and 
Pentecost.

I take this opportunity to acknowledge 
all those in the parish who have Covenants 
payable to Cholesbury PCC. Thank you 
very much: your contributions have been 
particularly valuable in 2020 when fund-
raising events have been on hold. We held 
a Zoom Quiz in March, organised by Liz and 
Peter Green for fundraising and we hope to 
hold more events as restrictions are lifted.

When Brigid and I moved to the villages 
we thought we had moved to Cholesbury. 
The estate agent had said so and the 
road sign from the St Leonards direction 
put Hillside in Cholesbury and we joined 
Cholesbury Church which is only 200m 
away. We later discovered that we were 
in Buckland Common which is part of 
St Leonards parish and we were half an 
hour away from their church by foot. We 
wondered why Buckland Common was part 
of St Leonards when much of it was closer 
to Cholesbury church.
Cholesbury’s Parish registers show that, 

during the eighteenth century, many 
Buckland Common residents attended 

Cholesbury church for Baptism, Marriage 
and Burial. They saw themselves as part of 
Cholesbury for such matters so why wasn’t 
Buckland Common united with Cholesbury? 
I am grateful to Shirley Blomfield for 

loaning me LHG records that reveal a 
proposed change in 1851. Buckinghamshire 
was part of Lincoln Diocese at the time and 
Lincoln proposed that Buckland Common 
be ‘annexed for ever’ to Cholesbury. The 
vicar was the much-loved Rev Jeston, who 
had cared for Buckland Common people 
since his appointment in 1832. He agreed 
and would have accepted the extra pay 
of £10 per annum. However, the vicar of 
Cholesbury was restricted by the Trustees of 
a charity dating from 1705 and they wanted 
a higher remuneration. This was refused 
and Buckland Common was never annexed.
Today, St Leonards, Buckland Common, 

Cholesbury and Hawridge are combined in 
one Benefice.

haWrIDGe

Our Church has 
remained closed 
during the recent 

restrictions and no 
normal Church activities 
took place in February and March. While 
not, at this point, knowing the final details 
of the extent and date of the relaxation of 
the restrictions, they should coincide with 
the arrival in our Parishes of Chris, our new 
minister, and Georgie Haywood. We eagerly 
look forward to welcoming Chris and to 
lead us when Church activities restart. We 
shall also delay the Annual Parish Meeting 
(normally in April, but this year allowed to be 
before the end of July) until Chris is with us.

St Mary’s mourns the recent death 
of Anne Reid, who regularly attended 
our Church. You will read elsewhere of 
Anne’s horticultural skills. She did much 
in Hawridge Churchyard and the mound 
just to the north-east of the church was 
created by Anne (covering the remains of 
an old tree). Without the thick covering 
of brambles, cleared away last year, it 
has looked a picture this Spring with 
snowdrops, hellebores, some cyclamen and 
aconites and, at the time of writing, a mass 
of primroses. It was very kind of Anne’s 
family to recognise her commitment to St 
Mary’s and its Churchyard by directing that 
the collection at the funeral should be for 
the benefit of The Friends of Hawridge 
Church, and so far £391 has been collected.

The Friends’ objective is directed at 
the maintenance of our Church and 
Churchyard and should you wish to add 
to this collection donations can be sent by 
cheque to Janet Hopkinson at Mildmay 
Cottage, HP5 2UQ (or by bank transfer to 
The Friends of Hawridge Church: sort code 
30-90-18, a/c number 23176968 with your 
name as reference). Alternatively, donations 
to support  the Church generally may be 
made (again with your name as reference, 
please, so that we can acknowledge your 
generosity) to Hawridge PCC: sort 30-91-
91, a/c number 00073868 or you can send 

st LeONarDs

st Leonards 
has moved 
mountains 

to help sort out 
the re-decoration 
and re-carpeting of the Vicarage. Chris 
Haywood has met the decorator, chosen the 
carpets and the Oldham family plus Giles 
Pemberton have taken away all the old 
carpeting and helped dispose of it together 
with a number of other items no longer 
required.

We look forward to welcoming Chris and 
Georgie in April and to a long, fulfilling 
and happy relationship with them both. 
It is truly exciting and interesting to read 
in Chris’ letter of his and georgie’s strong 
connections with the Hilltops and The Lee.

As you all know it is still not terribly 
clear how we will finally emerge from the 
pandemic in terms of church services and 
resuming a more normal way of life. Rest 
assured, as soon as we can bring you any 
news, we will do so. It will be wonderful 
to re-start the Breakfast Services, the Tea-
Parties, Mothers and Toddlers and all the 
other activities which take place so regularly 
in the church and the church room.

Meanwhile, do look out for Jo’s messages 
with a link to the Reflections for Palm 
Sunday and Easter. You can also find them 
by googling  ‘A Church Near You’ - click 
Log-in, click Search and enter your postcode.

a cheque (made payable to Hawridge PCC) 
to the Hon Treasurer Tim Watts (Kingston 
Cottage, HP5 2UQ (phone 758040, 
timwatts178@btinternet.com). gift aid 
declarations are available.
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The first event, in February, was the 
successful landing of NASA’s Mars 
Explorer, called the Perseverance 

Rover. It landed in a near-equatorial crater 
called Jezero, to search for evidence of life 
that once existed on Mars. 

Over the next Martian year, which is 
two Earth years, Perseverance will journey 
around 9.5 miles or 15kms. The mission 
involves visiting several different rock 
formations in the crater and surrounding 
area. The purpose is to see whether this 
might reveal if there is any evidence 
in the silt and sediment of biological 
activity. The location was chosen from 
careful interpretation of satellite imagery 
which identified it to be a river delta - a 
topographic feature built up from the silt 
and sand dumped by a river as it enters a 
wider body of water. This wider body is 
believed to have been a lake which existed 
billions of years ago.
Unless there is conclusive evidence from 

biochemical signatures of life, the on-site 
analysis of sediment samples will have to 
wait until at least 2026, when the proposed 
Mars Sample Return Mission is planned to 
take place. A further update will have to 
await one of my 2026 Hilltop News!

The second event, the ‘Winchcombe 
Fireball’, as some of the tabloids tagged it, 
was seen all across northern Europe and 
was heard (a sonic boom) in the skies above 
gloucestershire on the night of 28 February. 
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The best of both worlds

One fragment, weighing 11oz (300g), 
was found on the driveway of a house in 
Winchcombe. More fragments were found 
in a nearby field. The meteorite was of 
carbonaceous chondrite, which signals it 
is of ancient heritage: a rocky material 
left over from the formation of the Solar 
System some 4.6 billion years ago. This is 
the first example found in the UK and it 
contains the basic organic materials and 
extra-terrestrial amino acids which are the 
ingredients required to provide the basics 
for organism creation on a planet like 
Earth. The perfect porridge for Goldilocks, 
just 3.77billion years late! In comparison to 
Mars, Earth is definitely,,,, ‘the Best of Both 
Worlds’. From this ideal porridge, life first 
appeared on Earth and has evolved as we 
know it today. However, Goldilocks does 
not remain unchanged. 

*   *   *
How much of the land surface visible 

today is truly natural? Very little! Take 
Iceland. It appears to be largely a 
wilderness, a truly original landscape. 
Far from it - the island was once covered 
by spruce forest. Much of this has now 
disappeared or has been altered by 
intensive sheep farming. The countryside 
of southern England, with its characteristic 
patchwork of hedged fields and woodlands, 
is totally manmade, having replaced the 
oak forests that emerged as the dominant 
habitat after the last Ice Age. 

There is an irony here. True cities and 
towns at one level represent the most 
dramatic contrast to the rural landscape. It 
might easily be assumed that with natural 
habitats stripped away and blanketed by 
buildings, roads, and industrial expanses 
of concrete and metal they are the very 
antithesis of the English countryside. 

Though all towns and cities are not the 
same, civic planning in the UK has provided 
a rough template of inner city, suburbs and 
protective margin or green Belt. Despite its 
immense size London is by any measure a 
‘green’ city. It has many parks, squares and 
commons: its ‘lungs’ and a large part of it 
has even has been designated the London 
City National Park. 
Inside the 14,000 hectares (35,000 acres) 

of Edinburgh there are over a million trees. 
84% of these trees are in gardens and the 
remainder in parks or along roads. This 
works out at 56 trees per hectare. What is 
remarkable about this is that in the rural 
area surrounding Edinburgh there are only 
43 trees per hectare. 

*  *  *

Three-quarters of all animals found 
in the UK are insects. Hardwood trees 
like oak provide a rich habitat for insects 
and therefore these trees are also a most 
productive niche providing abundant food 
for predators and numerous hosts for 
parasites. Though many individual species 
of birds, mammals, insects, wild-flowers 
or trees, fungi, mosses and liverworts can 
only be found outside our towns and cities, 
the variety of species and the populations 
to be found in our urban areas is also very 
large. Just take birds. Most are predators 
of insects but many are also fruit and seed 
eaters, essential if they are to survive harsh 
winters when insects are very scarce. 

A typical English suburban garden 
will include several shrubs with colourful 
fruits. Take just one example, holly. Native 

Two events over the last few weeks have reawakened the question: are we alone in the 

universe or has life also developed somewhere other than planet Earth?

holly varieties can be found in large 
numbers growing wild and out of control 
in our woodlands. But holly is equally in 
abundance in both its indigenous form 
and numerous cultivar varieties in urban 
centre parks and suburban gardens. Female 
bushes are favoured in gardens as they bear 
fruits. From the early Spring, leaf miner 
insects invade the soft centres between the 
tough top and bottom leaf cuticles, which 
provide them with a level of protection and 
nutritious food. Blue tits can extract these 
miners like an expert winkle picker. 

Largely inconspicuous flowers appear in 
late Spring and Summer and are pollinated 
mainly by equally inconspicuous flies 
attracted by strong nectar. Small spiders 
lie in waiting for one of these small flies 
to get caught in web traps. In the autumn 
blackbirds and song thrushes can strip a 
holly tree, though in good years there 
may be some left for visiting redwings 
and fieldfares. Holly holds its leaves well 
but when they fall there are worms, fungi 
and soil bacteria near the soil surface that 
can quickly digest them and generate 
rich humus. Before they disappear, the 
leaf litter provides a possible refuge for 
woodlice, centipedes and beetles. However, 
a hedgehog or shrew will easily root them 
out. All-in-all, holly and the many other 
fruit-bearing bushes will support its own 
unique interconnected web of wildlife.

In a rural landscape, the flora and 
fauna at large in the fields, woods or the 
commons around us decide where they 
choose to wander. Unlike the otherwise 
similar gardens to be found in town cities 
and suburbs, whether we like it or not, our 
gardens are greatly enriched by the wildlife 
that inhabits the countryside around us. 
You could say, in contrast to those living in 
towns or cities or suburbs, we have picked 
the Goldilocks porridge and you could say I 
suppose .... ‘the best of both worlds’.

chrisbrown@rayshill.com
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When Anne was a child, the family 
built a new bungalow next door 
to gateway – Field View. This 

was the house where Anne grew up and 
where, many years later when I was a child, 
I can remember her sitting in a shed in the 
garden surrounded by chicken feathers 
as she plucked a pile of my grandfather’s 
chickens!  

My grandfather, Ernest Harnott, was a 
passionate gardener. He was the gardener 
at Hawridge Court for many years as well as 

looking after his own immaculate garden. 
Dahlias were one of his favourites but there 
was also a large and productive kitchen 
garden designed to feed his family – his 
wife Florence and six children – three boys 
and three girls. Anne was fifth in line. 

Anne went to Sunday School in 
Hawridge’s Mission Hall in the 1930s and 
attended Hawridge Church throughout her 
life. She went to school in Hawridge and 
at 11, transferred to White Hill School in 
Chesham with other girls from Hawridge 

and Cholesbury. After leaving school at 14 
she worked ‘in service’ as a housemaid – 
one position was in Warwickshire which 
must have felt an awfully long way from 
home. 
Back in Hawridge she worked at Hog 

Lane Farm (between Hawridge and Ashley 
Green), walking there each day via ‘Jack 
Pudd’s Lane’. The farm was owned at the 
time by Count Seilern, a renowned art 
collector, who I met a couple of times. The 
farm manager was Mr Dell. When Anne 
was no longer working there, she still liked 
to visit and one of my frequent childhood 
walks was to Hog Lane Farm to see Mr Dell 
and his pigs.
Anne met her husband, george Reid, 

when he moved to Hawridge after the war 
to stay with his brother, my Uncle Eric. Eric 
Reid lived with his family at Whitecroft at 
the bottom of the common. When Anne 
and George first married, they lived in a 
caravan on land next door to Whitecroft. 
They had planned to build a bungalow 
there but moved instead to The Limes at 

The Harnott siblings at Field View

the top of the common. This is the house 
where I grew up and spent my childhood, 
playing on the common, building dens in 
the bracken and helping in the wonderful 
garden my parents created together. 

George had been to horticultural 
college, and they shared a passion for 
gardening. Anne grew dahlias and George 
grew chrysanths and they won many 
prizes at local flower shows. George joined 
forces with gunther and Clare Loewenfeld 
of Chiltern Herbs fame and set up a 
landscaping branch of the business, Garden 
Services. The derelict offices are still there 
on land in front of Springwood in Buckland 
Common, another beautiful garden tended 
by Anne for many years.  
Sadly, after just 13 years of marriage 

to Anne, my father died in October 1966 
at the age of 55 - this is why there are 
always gold chrysanths in Hawridge church 
each year on 17 October– a tribute I will 
continue. Life then became tough for Anne 
and she always seemed to be working – 
mainly in other people’s gardens. I have 

Anne enjoyed life on the farm

Anne Reid
A girl from Hawridge, remembered by her daughter
My mother, Anne Reid, was born at Gateway, Hawridge on 3 November 1925. She lived in 

the village for a further 61 years. She died in a nursing home in Farnham Common on 29 

January this year. She was 95. She had been living independently at home in Aston Clinton 

until just one month before her death. 
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As things stand, we look to 12 April, 
when pubs will be allowed to serve 
customers with alcohol outside in 

their gardens. Customers can meet in a 
group of up to six people from different 
households; a maximum of two households 
can meet to form a group of any size. 
On 17 May, pubs can seat customers 

indoors; parties can be made up of a 
maximum of six people or two households 
of any size; groups seated outside must be 
smaller than 30 people.
On 21 June, we hope, all restrictions will 

be lifted.

You can check the current state of play 

with our local pubs by using the following 

communication links:

Full Moon
www.fullmoonpub.info
Facebook: The-Full-Moon-at-Hawidge
01494 758959

Old Swan
www.theoldswanpub.co.uk
Facebook: theoldswanbucks
01494 837239

Black Horse Inn
www.theblackhorsechesham.co.uk
Facebook: theblackhorsechesham
01494 784656

White Lion
Facebook: thelwhitelion

Spring pub news

The Full Moon is currently soldiering on 

with a broad range of ready-made meals 

and the White Lion is eager to open the 

doors to their newly refurbished pub.

counted 15 (mostly enormous) gardens 
in Hawridge, Buckland Common and 
Cholesbury that were looked after by my 
mother at some point in her life! For many 
years she was gardener at Hawridge Place 
when it was owned by Mrs Thompson.  

Later in her life Anne started playing 
bowls. She really loved the sport and made 
many good friends at Stoke Mandeville 
Indoor Bowls Club. She also spent a lot of 
time helping disabled bowlers who played 
at the stadium and was an active fund 
raiser for the British Wheelchair Bowls 
Association. 
In her 80s Anne travelled to Australia – 

twice – to visit her granddaughter Robin. 
As Robin said in her funeral tribute, ‘at 
the age of 88 grandma thought nothing 
of spending her first jet- lagged morning 
chopping firewood for us’!  

She was fiercely proud of her two 
grandchildren, Robin and Nick, and saw 
them both graduate and move into 
successful careers in marketing and the 
wine industry, respectively. And I am so 
pleased she lived long enough to meet her 
Australian great-granddaughter several 
times. She adored Piper and spoke to her 
frequently via FaceTime.

I am finding it difficult to write a 
concluding paragraph about my mother. 
The adjectives that come to mind include 
decent, hard-working, proud, obstinate, 
independent, feisty…. a legend. I would 
certainly not be the woman I am without 
her.

Alison White

Anne taking up bowls 
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The decision to set up the Hilltop 
Villages Volunteers was made on 
Saturday 14 March 2020. Just seven 

days later leaflets were being distributed 
to all homes and volunteers started coming 
forward to support those who had just 
been advised by the Government to isolate. 
The first request for help with shopping 
came in on 23 March 2020, the day the 
national lockdown came into force. 

With the roll out of the second 
vaccinations now well under way, calls to 
the helpline have ended. In line with the 
government’s ‘Roadmap out of Lockdown’ 
easing restrictions on 29 March we have 
decided to ‘demob’ our volunteer team.  

Over the past year some 74 volunteers 
have helped out in a wide variety of ways, 
including shopping, individual prescription 
deliveries, post office drop offs, leaflet 

Thanks to our peerless proof- reader, Hilltop News rarely lets slip vagaries, inapt 
quotes or typographical mishaps. Other publications have been less fortunate 
over the years. Perhaps the following genuine snippets will bring a smile…

‘A woman who stole two pen and pencil sets last week told magistrates that one was 

a present for her probation officer’.

‘On reaching the age of 90, members of the Mothers’ Union branch will no longer pay 

subs but become life members’.

‘In a recent competition at a holiday camp, it was inadvertently stated that it was for 

“elephant” grandmothers instead of “elegant”. We apologise to Mrs Hilda Price for 

any embarrassment this may have caused’.

‘A 15-year-old boy has been suspended 

by his head because of his long hair’.

‘Ambulancemen grabbed the arm of a 

young man as he was about to jump off 

Putney Bridge. “We offered him a cup 

of tea, but he said he wasn’t falling for 

that”‘.

‘When police apprehended an 

unemployed labourer at the bank one 

night they asked him what he was 

doing and he replied, “I’ve come about 

my overdraft” ‘.

‘Plans to break the world flame-

throwing record hit a snag last week 

when 26-year old Freddie Burns sucked 

instead of blew in training’.

distributions, IT support, DIY jobs and so on. 
In all over 550 individual jobs have been 

undertaken by the team of volunteers. 
What is more, we are aware many villages 
have volunteered to help out their 
immediate neighbours.  

On behalf of all those who have been 
helped by this tremendous volunteer 
support we would like to thank all 
volunteers for their support throughout the 
last twelve months. 

We recognise there remain many 
challenges for those in our community 
whilst the impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic continues to be with us for some 
time to come. So, if anyone is in need of 
urgent help or advice, please do make use 
of the telephone number 0845 8 735 737. 

Chris, Liz and Virginia Co-ordinators of the 
Hilltop Villages Volunteers

Hilltop Villages Volunteers update Sorry, I’ll write that again…
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CurvaCeous Cook
I have adapted this recipe from a wonderful Parsee Wedding stew by Cyrus Todiwala in his simple 
spice vegetarian book. The original takes longer, and is more vegetable specific, but do try it if you 

have the time. I use it to finish up whatever veg I have left over when filling the fridge or the freezer 
and during lockdowns have actually used those bags of frozen veg which I normally hate!

This makes easily enough for three people with rice and relishes.

soak together 
 20g dark brown sugar, 75 ml cider vinegar, 1 heaped tbs sultanas, 5 chopped dates.

Make the spice paste: 
Finely grate 1½ tsp garlic and 1½ tsp ginger, add 1 level tsp turmeric, pinch ground cardamom, level tbs 

chilli powder, mix to paste with a splash of water.

Whizz up together:  
2 roughly chopped tomatoes and 1 large chopped onion. They should form a puree. Chop finely if you 

don’t have a processor or wand.

Heat a little oil in a big pan, and gently sizzle your spice mix with 10 curry leaves (fresh or soaked dry ones) 
chopped. The paste will start to dry out, then throw in the tomato puree and cook for 8-10 minutes  

until starting to thicken.

Gently fry your choice of vegetable in a little oil until the water has evaporated. I use a bag of frozen mixed 
veg which I don’t bother to fry first, and a sweet potato or squash.

Add the vegetables into the spice mix and stir well so completely covered by the mix. Add in your  
dried fruit and their soaking juices, and a little fresh nutmeg.

Turn in the pan gently and season with white pepper and salt.

Lid on and cook gently until vegetables are cooked through, adding some peas for the last five minutes.

If you like it, stir in a tablespoon of chopped coriander, and serve.

It is quick to make and freezes really well. We have it with brown rice and a blob of raita made by grating 
some cucumber into yoghurt and adding lots of black pepper and a little salt.

Lulu stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com

V V V

100 Club 
winners 
Cholesbury Village Hall

February 2021
£25 Mark Hobbs, Cholesbury 
£10  Roseann Vince, Cholesbury

March 2021
£25  Lindsay griffen, Hawridge

£15  Paddy Thomas, Buckland Common

For membership, please contact  
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email  

jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

St Leonards Parish Hall

February 2021
£15  Robert Donnell, St Leonards
£15  Carol Walsh, St Leonards

For membership, please contact  
Richard Leat on leatrj@yahoo.co.uk  

or 01494 758784.

V V V
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the June/July edition should 
be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne 
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 15 May 
latest. Please note that photos sent online 
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.

Editor
graham Lincoln 758449  
grahamlnc@aol.com

Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700  
anne@churchcottage.eu

Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  
annhorn43@aol.com

Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  
info@michaelspark.com

Distribution 
Rosemary Pearce 758334

Printing 
Orbit Press, Chesham  01494 778053 
info@orbitpress.co.uk

Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making 
and is funded by advertising.




