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If there is one word that sticks in the mind 

since the coming of lockdown, it is Zoom. 

Suspicious of it at first maybe, but it has 

been a boon for many of us.

Our Parish Council has used Zoom 
for its monthly meetings, as has the 
WI. Our Local History Group has 

used this video conference for its evening 
talks. Our school children have been helped 
by Zoom. A very successful Quiz Night on 
behalf of Cholesbury Church was held by 
Zoom. Even our new vicar was inducted by 
Zoom – reaching out to more people that 
would have been possible otherwise.
Fifteen months on from the first lockdown, 
who would have imagined that we 
would still be so affected by this dreadful 
pandemic. But there are signs of hope. By 
21st June, if all goes to Government plan, 
we should be somewhere close to normal 
again. We miss our annual Summer Fete 
but in August we plan something similar, 
although on a smaller scale.

The refurbished White Lion pub and the 
new Velo Café are poised to join the Full 
Moon in welcoming customers. With cricket 
on the Common, Di Garner’s lovely garden 
open to visit, Tea Parties and a likely Hort 
Soc Show to come, we can at least look 
forward to a more active summer than last 
year.

Zoom into summer…

St Leonards Village Hall
Sunday 8th August from 2pm

Planned on Sunday 8th August is a 
Community Social Afternoon at St 

Leonards Village Hall.
It will be free and open to all.

There will be a Barbeque, Beer & Pimms 
tent, Ice Cream stall, and the WI will be 

serving their famous Teas in the Hall. The 
Jolly Jazzers will be playing as well.

 All welcome 

Front and  
inside cover…

The flowers of summer, 
a blooming joy…

In this issue
•  Mavis Brazil remembered
•  A local orchestra
•  A new Hilltop stop off
Plus, our regular features…
Chris Brown, in his Nature Notes, takes 
some poetic licence
Our Curvaceous Cook serves up a risotto
…and full reports from our churches, 
school, pubs, councils, clubs and societies.

Who’s the Star? See our cricket club report…
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Election results
The Parish Council received notification that 
five councillors had been elected following 
the uncontested election and therefore 
the following councillors took office at 
the meeting on 17 May, the first meeting 
following the elections on 6 May: Chris 
Brown, Nigel Blomfield, Bill Ingram, Philip 
Matthews and our new councillor, Graham 
Kersting.

A special thank you to Francis Sanger and 
Diane Brackley, who retired from the parish 
council after many years of supporting 
the community. Your service to the Parish 
Council and to residents of the parish has 
been very much appreciated.

The successful candidates elected to the 
Buckinghamshire Council for Chiltern 
Ridges were Patricia Birchley, Jane MacBean 
and Mohammad Fayyaz. The Parish Council 
will be working closely with them to tackle 
local issues, such as road maintenance and 
planning.

Vacancies on the Parish Council
Are you interested in giving something 
back to your community? Could you 
volunteer some time, energy and expertise, 
to find practical solutions and get 
things done for your community? Parish 
Councillors represent residents’ views and 

Your Parish Councillors are:

Chris Brown (Chairman) -758890 

Bill Ingram (Vice-Chairman) -758258 

Nigel Blomfield - 758314 

Philip Matthews - 758205 

Graham Kersting - 758319 

Buckinghamshire Councillors:

Patricia Birchley - 07714 704017 

Jane MacBean - 07812 177794

Mohammad Fayyaz – 0777 202 7829

Buckinghamshire Council:

Contact number:  0300 131 6000

press for improvements to Buckinghamshire 
Council’s services, such as roads, planning 
decisions and enforcement, refuse 
collection, protection of our environment. 
Meetings are also held with police, 
health and fire services and voluntary 
organisations. If you are interested, please 
contact the Parish Clerk or visit a Parish 
Council meeting.

Fix My Street
Residents can report problems in the parish 
on a street/road and track the progress of 
the reported issue.  Issues such as potholes, 
fly-tipping, graffiti, waste bin issues, 
broken paving slabs or street lighting can 
all be reported via the website link https:// 
fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/.  To report a 
problem through the site:

1.  Enter a nearby UK postcode, or street 
name and area

2. Locate the problem on a map of the area

3. Enter details of the problem

4.  Fix My Street send it to the council on 
your behalf

Virtual meetings
The parish council will continue to hold 
meetings virtually for the foreseeable 
future and have moved the start time to 
6pm. Below are the scheduled dates for the 
next couple of months.  If you would like to 
attend a meeting, please contact the clerk 
and a link to join will be sent to you.

•  Monday 28 June 2021

•  Monday 26 July 2021

If you need advice or assistance, Parish 
Councillors and myself are available to be 
contacted as usual. 

Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk, 07704-909324  
Email: parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Thank you Francis…

Francis Sanger, who has served 
an incredible 38 years as a Parish 
Councillor, including many as Council 

Chairman, stepped down in May from the 
Parish Council.

Over his time on the Council Francis 
has made a major contribution in dealing 
with residents’ concerns. He has equally 
been at the heart of the discussions and 
decisions of the Council and to play his 
part where issues affecting our community 
needed to be pursued vigorously with our 
local Buckinghamshire Councillors, the 
local authorities and the numerous other 
organisations the Parish Council interacts 
with. 

Francis’ expertise, scrutiny and much 
valued advice on the widest range of 
subjects will be sorely missed by his fellow 
Councillors.

Chris Brown, Parish Council Chairman

Councillor colleagues Nigel Blomfield, Chris Brown and Bill Ingram visit Francis to thank him 
personally and present him with a token of appreciation on behalf of the Parish Council and all 
residents
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Do you remember last spring? As 

Lockdown#1 kicked in, the sun shone 

down as if determined to help us through 

uncertain times. It was so warm, cucumbers 

grew too quickly and got a bitter 

aftertaste. Fast - or not - forward a year, 

and it feels very different. The sun has 

deserted us and who can get a cucumber to 

grow? Maybe it’s because planes haven’t 

been flying (disclaimer - not science). 

Why am I writing about the 
weather? Well, I’m British. Also, 
weather poses a particular 

challenge for school. Has the child been 
born that loves being slathered in Factor 
50 at 8am as their shambling, reclusive 
parent tries to convince them that rain will 
become blazing sunshine by lunchtime? 
Next day, flip it. The sun is out. The children 
have finally been convinced to wear their 
summer uniform. But the forecast says 
rain, maybe even sleet… well, you get the 
idea. But if you see young schoolchildren 
traipsing about, packed up like mules, don’t 
be alarmed - the age bracket for Duke of 
Edinburgh hasn’t been broadened. It’s just 
attempting to deal with an unpredictable 
spring. 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL
Now, there is nothing sadder than a 

neglected garden feature. So, Mrs Nash 
and her fabulous helpers braved the 
unpredictable weather to wrestle a scruffy 
collection of willows back into an arch. It 
looks superb and the kids love it. And what 
is more exhilarating than dashing through 
a living tunnel?

Elsewhere, pupils have been benefitting 
from virtual visits from children’s authors 
and illustrators. Something good to come 
out of the last year is how we have adapted 
to remote communication. Of course, we 
all hate Zoom etc because we would rather 
see someone in person. But it also offers 
access. These children have been exposed to 
professions that make sense to them - jobs 
that are different to those serious things 
that mum and dad bang on about all the 
time. ‘What, people get paid to draw? 
Bring it on!’

Speaking of jobs - Year 6 completed 
an impressive design project. They were 
briefed to design a shelter, consider its 
purpose, create a questionnaire for some 
home-based marketplace research before 
filling in design and specification; including 
costs, materials, and ecological impact. And 
the results could put seasoned professionals 
to shame!

As ever, a shout out to all staff working 
hard - starting early, giving extra lessons 
- to bridge learning gaps caused by 
lockdowns. You are amazing!

Finally, the May school newsletter notes 
how nice it is to see the swifts back and 
shares a poem, The Lost Spells by Robert 
MacFarlane. The poem imagines what 
it would be like if something beautiful 
that we take for granted suddenly didn’t 
happen. Particularly poignant as we 
anticipate regaining the freedoms that 
looked out of reach just a few short months 
ago.

Rob Scott

THE COUNTY COUNCIL
Following elections 

in early May, Jane 

MacBean, Mo 

Fayyaz and I were 

returned as the 

Buckinghamshire 

Councillors for 

Chiltern Ridges. Jane 

and I will continue 

to support the 

Parish Council and residents with planning 

applications, road maintenance, school 

places and other issues raised in the parish.

Knocking on doors in a brief three-week 
window before the elections gave us an 
opportunity to hear your views and we 
thank you for your support.

The new Buckinghamshire Council will 
focus on delivering its election manifesto, 
in particular addressing residents’ key 
concerns: holding HS2 and East West Rail to 
account and rebuilding the economy post 
Covid. This means re-opening high streets, 
supporting young people into work, and 
creating jobs and wealth.

Bucks Business First supports local 
enterprise and inward investment and in 
the last ten years has joined up 13,000 
local members. The Heart of Bucks 
Community Foundation, chaired by Lady 
Howe, has distributed £1.5 million to local 
organisations in 2020/21.

Private donors contributed £0.25 
million towards their Covid crisis appeal. 
The Chiltern Conservation Board Walking 
Festival from 21 May to 6 June has planned 
70 walks and activities, including nature 
reserves and Iron Age forts. Community 
Impact Bucks is asking us to nominate local 
organisations for the Queen’s Award for 
Voluntary Service.

I look forward to meeting everyone 
over the summer months and please let 
me know if I can contact officers on your 
behalf.

Cllr Patricia Birchley 
Patricia.Birchley@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
07714 704017
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CHOLESBURY CUM ST LEONARDS HORT SOC

This year Spring certainly gave gardeners 

quite a challenge. After the extremely wet 

Winter we then had to contend with a 

cold and frosty April. This made for slow 

germination with the early sowings of 

annuals and vegetables. I covered seedlings 

nightly with fleece in my unheated 

greenhouse for the most of April, but it 

paid off and now have lettuce, spinach, 

chard and peas coming on in the vegetable 

patch. However, plants are very resilient 

and will soon catch up with some warmth.

Annuals can now be planted out 
safely to give a good summer 
display. Plant out the more tender 

vegetables such as runner beans, French 
beans and courgettes. Sow direct seeds 
of parsnip, carrot and beetroot. Plant out 
brassica seedlings if you have the space. It 
is a good idea to give your pots and flower 
beds a boost of Growmore in June and 
roses will benefit from a mulch of manure. 
Throughout the summer keep deadheading 
flowers to prolong the flowering period 
and water in dry periods and, of course, 
keep weeding.

If you only have a small garden, 
good displays can be made with pots of 
pelargoniums, fuchsias and other tender 
annuals such as petunias and diascia. A 
collection of pots of different varieties 
of hostas, which come in many sizes and 
shades of green, can be very impressive 
and low maintenance. They thrive in shade 
or sun for many years - with a regular slug 
patrol.

Why not also make a handy collection 
of pots of useful herbs near the garden 
door such as parsley, mint, chives, sage 
and thyme? I now grow tender basil in 

the greenhouse along with large pots of 
rocket, which is vulnerable to flea beetle 
when grown outside. When added to the 
different leaves of ‘cut and come’ lettuces 
you can enjoy delicious salads all summer 
long. Tomatoes in the greenhouse need 
regular watering and feeding all through 
the summer. Keep the plants to six trusses 
of fruit and regularly pinch out any side 
shoots. I now only grow tomatoes in the 
greenhouse to prevent blight, which can 
decimate a crop almost overnight outside.

If you have overwintered dahlias you 
can now take cuttings of your favourites. 
The RHS has a good website with some 
excellent short videos showing how best to 
take the cuttings. With luck you will have 
more new plants that will flower later in 
the year.

In the lockdowns last year I took 
cuttings from favourite perennial plants 
such as aster, small hardy salvias and even 
rosemary and lavender. I had success due 
to an excellent tip when watching the 
Thursday night gardening programme on 
Scottish TV. It is a homely, down to earth 
programme with lots of tips and ideas 
to help and which I can recommend. To 
promote good growth of cuttings you 
can make a mini greenhouse with two of 
the plastic containers you buy fruit in and 
fill one with a gritty compost and place 
about six cuttings around the edge of 
the pot. Then you tie the other pot over 
the top and secure with string to make 
your ‘greenhouse’ which will provide the 
humidity to encourage growth. Leave in the 
greenhouse or even on a windowsill until 
you can see the roots beginning to appear. 
This may take some weeks. Then pot on but 
overwinter in a greenhouse or cold frame.

The Hort Soc is hoping this year that 
the Annual Show at the School will take 
place as usual. The School is happy and 

the Judges are booked so please start to 
think what you might enter. Details of the 
schedule are on the Cholesbury website. 
These small local shows are becoming 
rarer these days but our judges are always 
impressed with the effort everyone puts 
into their entries. For further information 
contact our Show Secretary Rosann Vince.

Diana Garner has her garden open under 
the NGS until the end of July. Do come with 
friends to enjoy her large, well-stocked 
garden with many unusual trees and 
shrubs and explore the woodland areas. 
Teas will be available. Please email Diana 
on montana@cholesbury.net to book your 
place and support this very worthwhile 
Charity.

So, keep weeding and watering but 
make time to get out the deckchairs and 
enjoy Summer in your gardens. 

Liz Firth

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions

01442 890184
07909 542149

annmalvern@sky.com

Easy-to-make mini greenhouse
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
AGM
This year’s AGM will be held on 2nd 
December at Cholesbury Village Hall, 
assuming there are no further Coronavirus 
restrictions. There will of course be more 
details nearer the time.

New signage
In an attempt to deter horse riders from 
using one of the footpaths, a chicane, 
which is passable by pedestrians but more 
awkward for riders, has been installed as a 
trial.

Litterblitz and fly tipping
We were delighted by the response of local 
people during Litterblitz and for a while 
the Commons were gloriously litter-free. 
It is just a pity that someone, possibly 
contracted to do house clearances, chooses 
Hawridge Common to dump things. We 
are alerting the Council each time in the 
hopes that they can find evidence to 
prosecute the offender(s). We gave away 
17 litter picks and still have some left if you 
would like one free of charge. Contact me 
lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk (758440).

Thomas’ legacy
We are very grateful to the Village Train 
Fund Committee who have awarded us 

£350 to continue our work with children 
to encourage their interest in the natural 
environment. We have also received a trail 
camera as well as a little trophy replica of 
the much-loved little engine which used to 
visit all of the local fetes until insurance was 
no longer obtainable for it. Thomas was 
recently sold and the fund wound up. The 
local Cricket Club and Little Bears have also 
received grants as a result. I shall be writing 
more in the next edition of Hilltop News. 
Meantime a very big thank you for helping 
us work with the children. 

Website
Veronica continues to update the website 
in a most attractive fashion. The latest on 
the Home Page is a selection of images for 
our cards. These are £1.25 each or 5 for 
£5 and are available from lindsaygriffin@
yahoo.co.uk (758440). They are blank for 
your own message and are very useful 
for all occasions. The images are all by 
photographers, mainly local, who have 
donated them to the Society. Over the 
years we have sold nearly 6,000 cards which 
have contributed a welcome £3,657 to our 
coffers. They represent real value for money 
and are a great standby as Thank You cards 
or gifts. We have not changed the price 
since 2011 and Orbitpress have charged us 
the same costs for printing throughout that 
time. Very impressive! 

Moth trapping and release
David Dennis and Peter Bygate are 
continuing to moth-trap on a regular basis. 
Still their goal to reach 300 macro moths 
on the Commons is proving elusive by only 
three moths. We hope to have a moth 
release for the public when the restrictions 
ease. This is always a highlight of our events 
and particularly good to see the reaction of 
young children and adults alike to the huge 
variety of moths that live here. We will send 
further details when it becomes possible.

Mammals
Recently, Andrew Jordan found a polecat 
trapped in the foundations of a pond that 
he is creating in Hawridge Vale. When 
we posted a photo on New Grapevine we 
were amazed at the number of people 
who responded (well over 50). Several local 
people said that they thought that they 
might have seen one in the last few years 
in Buckland Common and in the valley that 
runs between Hawridge and Bellingdon but 
they had some doubts given that they are 
rare and so very useful to have Andrew’s 
photos for verification. Apparently there 
have been several sightings by Tring 
Reservoirs and Liz Wright reported that 
some 30 years ago they were frequently 
seen in her garden in Hawridge not far 
from Andrew’s location.
After we had confirmation that it was a 
polecat and not someone’s ferret, Andrew 
was concerned about releasing it safely. He 
tried providing it with a ramp to get out 

of the hole but it didn’t fancy that, so he 
built a box to trap it and took it up into 
his woodland area where he released it, 
shaken but otherwise unharmed.
Polecats were persecuted to extinction in 
the 19th century since they can kill chickens 
or might take their eggs or those of ground 
nesting birds. However, they usually eat 
small mammals, frogs, birds and snakes. 
They are now legally protected.
We hope to do some small mammal 
trapping when the weather improves. 
If you are interested in learning more 
about the mammals around, you might 
want to install this mammal mapper app 
https://www.mammal.org.uk/volunteering/
mammal-mapper/  
We would welcome any feedback if you 
find anything of interest on our Commons 
and also on how useful the app is.

Lichens
Isobel has reported - ‘David and I have 
done a single session to survey lichens for 
pollution assessment and hope to do more 
sessions in the coming weeks. I have been 
taken up with the training courses run by 
the British Lichen Society. Lots of interesting 
questions are coming up which require 
further field trips and photography. We 
are delighted to have found a few Usnea, 
a bushy lichen, on the Commons which 
are usually very sensitive to pollution. 
They seem to be on very old hawthorns in 
relatively protected environments. David 
is honing his photography techniques and 
we hope to have some good photos for the 
website later in the year.’
David’s comment ‘I will only add that my 
photography skills need a great deal of 
honing for this project. Capturing the 
critical features of lichens is like trying 
to photograph a hair on the backside 
of a weevil that is hiding in a moth’s 
antennae! So no pressure at all!’
We are grateful to both for the efforts that 
they are putting into finding out much 

Hilltop polecat in safe hands
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more about species which for many of us 
might go unnoticed.

Nesting boxes
Lynne Lambert from Bucks Owl and Raptor 
Group (BORG) has made two recent visits to 
examine our boxes on the Commons and on 
Christine’s land. At that time there were no 
owls in any of the boxes on the Commons 
though there were stock doves (which we 
are also keen to encourage) in one box and 
the chicks have been ringed. There was a 
barn owl in one of the boxes on Christine’s 
land with four eggs and Lynne will be 
back to check the boxes again and to ring 
any chicks if they breed successfully. Sadly, 
Lynne reported that this was the only owl 
that they had found in any of the boxes 
that they had checked at all of their sites 
so far. Hopefully, they are just delayed this 
year. 

Wildflowers
Our project to establish more wildflowers 
on the Commons is also going ahead. 

Fritillaries: Those planted by Sarah 
Higgins, Janet Hopkinson and our DofE 
candidates Ben Morris and George Hill did 
bloom. Reporting in the Times, Jonathan 

Tulloch said ‘A century or so ago snake’s-
head fritillaries filled the floodplains 
of Southern England…. Once picked by 
the tens of thousands, they were sold at 
Covent Garden…. but the draining of wet 
meadows has led to them suffering the 
greatest decline of any UK wildflower.’ We 
hope that we can do our bit for them here!

Primroses: Many of you will have noticed 
that this has been a particularly good year 
for primroses. Tulloch in the Times states 
that they can naturally vary from yellow, 
cream to pink in the wild. They are an 
important food source for many insects 
and ants often spread them ‘when carrying 
them off to their nests in a process known 
as myrmecochory’ (definitely a new word 
for me!). Primrose plants are long-lived 
perennials. Experts have calculated that the 
life expectancy of an individual primrose is 
48.3 years.

Dandelions: Tulloch also makes a special 
plea for dandelions and points out that they 
are an important food source for butterflies 
and hoverflies and for goldfinches and 
sparrows which feed on their seeds. 
There are 250 species of dandelions 
and he advocates following a campaign 
#NoMowMay to help re-establish them.

Heathers: A group of volunteers will 
continue to tackle birch saplings, gorse 
and brambles on the heather regeneration 
areas to complete the work undertaken by 
the DofE candidates earlier in the year.
Our current DofE student, Sophie Brown 
and her father Nick have been testing 
the pH levels of the soil at various sites 
on the Commons to see if they would be 
compatible with plants from Christine’s 
valley. They are recording their findings 
for the sites using What3Words. If the 
soil conditions are compatible, we will 
transplant some in the next few weeks.
Thank you to everyone who is or has been 
involved. I hope that the pollinators reliant 
on our wildflowers will thrive all the better 
after your efforts.

Glow worms
David and Rebecca are continuing to 
investigate whether there are still glow 
worms on or near the Commons.  

Closing in on Lichen

DofE student Sophie Brown and father Nick testing the soil

David writes:
‘Unless you go out after dark in June or July 
around 11 pm, you are unlikely ever to see 
a glow-worm, but they do exist in some 
rural areas in their hundreds. Badly named, 
they are not worms at all, but rather special 
beetles. A steady ghostly green light near 
to the ground indicates a female (they are 
flightless), waiting to attract a mate. The 
males have a much dimmer light, saving 
most of their energy for flying in search of 
the elusive females. There are old records 
of glow-worms on the Commons, and the 
last sighting that we know of was near 
Pound Lane in 2006. This summer we are 
going to conduct a survey – with expert 
help – to determine if glow-worms still live 
on the Commons. If so, we will take advice 
about habitat management with a view to 
increasing their numbers. If not, then we 
will explore the possibility of reintroducing 
the species from elsewhere. So, if you are 
walking home from the pub around 11pm 
this summer, then keep your eyes open 
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

The monthly meetings by Zoom 
have been going well and in March 
Adam Smith talked about the role of 

servants in country houses. Adam illustrated 
his talk with photographs of the men and 
women employed in various occupations in 
some of the nearby grand properties such 
as Cassiobury at Watford and Waddesdon. 

Maria Greenhill was inspiring and 
informative at our April meeting. She told 
us how to get the best out of our gardens 
by thinking about the planting while giving 
many tips for low maintenance gardening.  

Our May Zoom will take us to Thailand 
to learn about the Forgotten Elephants 
of Hua Hin. This will be followed by 
somewhere nearer to home in June when 
Peter Hague is to talk about the traditions 
particular to Yorkshire, including the food 
specialities linked to the county. 

On the subject of food, we are hoping in 
July to get together outside at the hall for 
coffee and cake. It is our birthday month 
once again, 42 years since the formation of 
our Evening WI in 1979.

As ever, for more information on these 
meetings and other WI activities contact 
our President, Carol Henry on 01494 
758435. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

Bucks and Surrey 
Trading Standards have 
a recommended traders’ 
scheme, Traders 4 U. The 
website has been updated and 
can be found under ‘Trading Standards 
Approved Businesses in

Bucks and Surrey’. If you have had 
dealings with a tradesperson and you are 
not satisfied with, for example, incomplete 
work or work not started as promised or 
sub-standard, you can contact Bucks and 
Surrey Trading Standards on 0300 123 2329.

Action Fraud is the UK’s national 
reporting centre for fraud where you 
should report all types of Fraud, whether 
or not you choose to report it to another 
agency such as Trading Standards or your 
bank. You can use the online reporting 
tool or report by phone on 0300 123 
2040 Monday-Friday, 8am to 8pm. The 
Neighbourhood Watch May Newsletter has 
further information on this - please contact 
me for more details.  

From 30 August 2021 Thames Valley 
Police will be making changes to access of 
front counter services. The front counter 
will be retained at Aylesbury but will close 
at Amersham (this has already been closed 
since March 2020 due to Covid).

Shirley Blomfield (758314)

– and please let David Dennis (758379) 
or Rebecca Walton (758235) know if you 
see one! However, we reserve the right 
to check how much you’ve been drinking 
before believing any claims of ghostly 
green lights!’

I read somewhere that if they are no longer 
here you cannot attract glow worms by 
setting up the right environment ‘any more 
than you can attract pandas by planting 
bamboo’ and so they would have to be 
reintroduced from a similar environment. 
John Tyler, a local expert from Princes 
Risborough, will visit the Commons here 
on 22 May to help identify likely suitable 
habitats. A survey using LED light lures to 
try to attract males will then be carried out 
during June and July. John Tyler runs glow 
worm walks at Brush Hill each year and 
he introduced us to Ian who has supplied 
the LED light lures free of charge as his 
contribution to our conservation efforts. 
Please contact David or Rebecca to find out 

more details of John’s walks. Many thanks 
to John for sharing his expertise and to Ian 
for his help in assembling the lures. 
Although there haven’t been recent 
recordings of glow worm sightings, they 
must have been more prolific in times 
past. Irene Rooke and her husband Milton 
Rosmer who were both actors in the West 
End, and who lived at Box Tree Cottage, 
Hawridge, used to see them as they cycled 
up Hawridge Hill after travelling home 
from the theatre on the midnight train. 
Writing to Malcolm Stewart, the then Lord 
of the Manors, in 1938 Irene Rooke was 
saddened by the loss of habitat for wildlife 
when the road was made up between 
Chesham and the villages. “It was pretty to 
see the glow worms shining on the banks, 
(and) in the coppice, now destroyed, grew 
the largest primroses in these parts.”
Hopefully, we will be able to see glow 
worms and more primroses again thanks to 
our various projects.

Lindsay Griffin
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Covid has been a recent interrupter of 
cricket. The weather is a much more 
traditional foe. After almost no rain 

in April when we would have welcomed it 
with outstretched arms and directed it on 
to the square, the May rains have barely 
stopped. We have already lost a league 
game, a couple of junior fixtures, and the 
first game to be played by Chenies and 
Latimer 3rd XI, who are using the ground 
for their home fixtures. Last Sunday, there 

was more rain and our team sheltered 
under a tree for 30 minutes after bowling 
first and having taken four quick wickets 
over at Little Missenden. The game was 
soon abandoned and they ran from under 
the tree to their cars.

Much better weather is being predicted 
in June by the crystal-ball gazers. We shall 
see.  

Our Saturday team started really well 
with a strong win over at Great Hampden. 
The pitch was a little bit under-cooked but 
we batted well after losing the toss. Our 
captain, Nick Lincoln, led the way with 46 
and Jonty Wager Leigh hit an aggressive 38. 
A total of 189 looked good. In fact it was 
far too good. Our opening bowlers Adris 
Ahmed and Luke Hames took six wickets 
between them in the first 12 overs to leave 
Great Hampden in some considerable 
bother. Adris bowled fast and straight, 
shaping the ball into the batter’s pads 
and at the other end, Luke was moving it 
away from the bat. It only took three overs 
of spin to finish the game with Shehzad 
Fayyaz getting three wickets in 12 balls. 
Great Hampden were bowled out for 58. 

Last weekend’s Saturday game could not 
have been more different. A heavy defeat 
away to Pitstone by 10 wickets. They were a 
good side, but we didn’t bat, bowl or field 
well enough to give them much to think 
about. 

On the first game of the Sunday friendly 
season at home, we had a very close match 

against the GT Zebras. The highlight was 
debut senior wickets for two of our colts, 
Billy and Krishna. But chasing 144, we 
wobbled in the closing overs to be bowled 
out eight runs short.

It was very heartening to see two of 
our young players getting their chance. 
One of our principal aims at the club is to 
bring on our rising talent and to see them 
thrive before they play their cricket in the 
wider world – but we’ll try and hold on to 
them as long as we can. If Billy and Krishna 
have completed one chapter of their 
story, others, even younger, are only just 
beginning. 

Last Saturday’s light drizzle marked the 
resumption of our All Stars campaign for 
children aged 5 to 8. It was led brilliantly by 
our very own star coach Alexis Shead, and 
for the first time we ran the new Dynamos 
campaign for 8 to 11-year olds. It was 

absolutely clear that everyone involved was 
having great fun. 

There was also the unexpected treat for 
the kids of a visit from Twinkle, the All Stars 
mascot. I was privileged enough to be able 
to see Twinkle backstage after the meeting 
with the kids and actually got to see who 
the local star was beneath the costume. 
But I’m sworn to secrecy. Photographs do 
exist, but they have been sealed in the 
Hawridge and Cholesbury club vault for 30 
years - or maybe until we have a drink in 
the September sunshine after the last game 
of the season.

Simon Lister
PS: Have you seen our Cricket Club’s 

website? It is a superbly designed and 
incredibly detailed piece of work – www.
hawridgecholesbury.play-cricket.com. Well 
done to all involved…Ed

Fun with the All Stars!

Taking shelter!

HAWRIDGE &  
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
It has been very special to watch cricket being played on the 

common again after such a disruptive year. The season started 

on time and we have already had several colts games and a 

Sunday XI game. 
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GUESS THE FLOWERS
Inspired by a distinctly floral bias to this 

issue of Hilltop News, we invite you to 

try and name the flowers from these 

cryptic clues…

(answers on page 42)

1. A country on wheels
2. Fancy feline
3. Industrious queen
4. Hurry with care
5. Endearing prince
6. Card-playing mythical monster
7. Watched by shepherds
8. Newspaper in bloom
9. Fido got up
10. Girl between mountains
11. For hanging in the toilet
12. Untidy bird
13. For Mr Tod’s paw
14. The best policy
15. Mrs Bull’s underwear

At the end of June it is hoped that the new 

Chiltern Velo will open as a café and bike 

repair shop in Hawridge. 

At this location, the Rose & Crown pub 
called time in 2013 and now a team of local 
business owners has come together to offer 
a meeting place and refreshments for locals 
and visiting walkers and cyclists. The café 
will also provide horse riders with a spot to 
rest their steeds while they dismount for a 
drink and bite to eat.

Café manager 
Zoe Duckworth is 
delighted to have the 
opportunity to run 
this new venture in 
her local community, 
having previously 
managed pubs in High 
Wycombe.

Gill Newton is well 
known in the Hilltops 
for her catering 
services and she will be 
providing a daily menu 
including sandwiches, 
quiches, salads, home-
made soups and a 
variety of cakes.

Bike shop manager,  
Rob Bourne, is a 
Cytech-trained 
mechanic. He started 
his career in the cycling 
industry in 1977 and 
went on to complete 
apprenticeships as 
a motor mechanic. 
After working for the 

Ministry of Defence Rob returned to his 
first love – the repair and maintenance of 
bikes. The Chiltern Velo repair workshop is 
now open for business and you can book a 
service online at www.chilternvelo.co.uk/
workshop.

Visitors to the Café Velo can enjoy 
a relaxing break while taking in the 
wonderful views from Hawridge. For the 
latest news visit: www. chilternvelo.co.uk 

A new service in 
Hawridge

Photos courtesy of yourChesham
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This area is home to a large number 
of top-level musicians, most of 
whom work with the big London 

orchestras or are members of some of 
the most prominent string quartets and 
chamber ensembles. Our idea is to create 
a professional chamber orchestra, utilising 
all the local talent, specifically for our 
community and eventually the wider 
Chilterns. The response from the musicians 
has been overwhelming and heart-warming 
and we have some incredible players on 
board with the idea and committed to its 
success.

With regards to how this is presented 
to the local community, it will be a strictly 
rural affair! We will avoid the usual concert 
spaces which can sometimes serve as a 
barrier to those who perhaps feel they do 
not “belong” in a classical concert. We have 
the use of a barn which will host us for 
events. We are planning a first season of 

Music to our ears 

three projects. Each project will consist of 
one larger scale orchestral concert and an 
associated small-scale concert of chamber 
music and we are looking at local churches 
and village halls as possible venues for 
these. We are also going to undertake 
education work, bringing workshops to 
schools, and taking small scale recitals to 
those unable to come to concerts, such as 
residents of care homes.

The artistic idea behind the larger scale 
orchestral concerts is what we hope will 
make this stand out. I think I speak for most 
musicians and audiences when I say that 
most classical concerts are simply too long, 
too inaccessible (unless you are steeped in 
the culture already), and repetitive in the 
programming. We plan to hold shorter 
concerts without an interval, followed by a 
more relaxed segment of a different genre 
of music in an environment where people 
will be encouraged to socialise. Many of 

our musicians also play folk, jazz, and other 
genres, so, where possible, these musicians 
will perform for the second segment. We 
will also be looking at involving other 
art forms such as spoken word/poetry, 
dance etc in our events, ultimately making 
these evenings atmospheric, memorable, 
educational but above all enjoyable for 
everyone.

As always with classical music, it relies 
on patronage and funding, so the key to 
making this work is securing early interest 
in the project. State funding will hopefully 
be a reality in future, but this may be three 
years away.

We are developing an early fundraising 
idea which would be a real boost, as this 
will help cover our substantial start-up costs 
and serve to spread the word. One of our 
trio, Jonathan, is offering a limited number 
of 30 to 45-minute personal recitals over 
Zoom in exchange for a £100 donation. This 
will be a touching and personal present 
for any lover of music (in a year where live 

music has been impossible) and which will 
involve a chat afterwards and a Q&A session 
if required. It would be a very personal 
living room to living room situation. It is 
worth mentioning that we are, as yet, not 
registered as a charity, but our application 
is soon to be submitted and hopefully will 
be pending by the time this goes to print. 
We would hope to have charitable status 
soon after these recitals begin, in order to 
accept donations, although donations can 
be pledged before this.

We are called Echor Music. Our website 
is www.echormusic.com where you will be 
able to book the Zoom recitals and find out 
more about us and how to get involved. It 
is worth mentioning that we are looking to 
involve the local community in everything 
that we do, from artistic planning to event 
volunteering. We really want to make it 
clear that the orchestra is for everybody 
here. Our email address is: 
echor@echormusic.com.

Nick Bootiman

We are three professional classical musicians. I’d rather not speak for myself, but I can say 

that Eva Thorarinsdottir and Jonathan Stone are two of the most outstanding and sought-

after violinists in the country at the moment and have a great creative drive.

Bringing music to our community: Nick Bootiman (centre) with Jonathan Stone and Eva Thorarinsdottir
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The occasion of 
my Institution and 
Collation service as 
Vicar of The Lee and 
Rector of Hawridge, 
with Cholesbury 
and St Leonards, on 
Thursday 29 April 
2021 was a moving 
and joyous occasion 
for me. 

The service was wonderfully led by Bishop 
Alan and compered by Area Dean 
Deiniol Heywood. I was also delighted 

that Georgie could play an active part in the 
service acting as the Bishop’s Commissioner 
on the night. She, like me, is looking forward 
to engaging in ministry here with you and 
discerning her role in the life of the church 
and community.  Bishop Alan spoke especially 
well about the nature of a true, inquisitive 
and curious faith, a faith that continues to be 
active and ask questions and engage with the 
reality with which we are confronted. I had a 
real sense that this was in no short measure 
a prophetic insight for the life of the church 
and my own time serving the church and 
community over the coming years. I hope and 
pray that this will characterise how the church 
is in our community and that curiosity in what 
it means to be a Christian will be a defining 
feature of our life together. 

Even though the service was a virtual affair 
on Zoom, I was delighted that so many of you 
from the Parishes, as well as family, friends, 
colleagues and ‘supporters’ from my previous 
parish, from the church and community alike, 
were able to be a part of the service and join 
in the proceedings. It was such a delight, 
support and encouragement to be so warmly 
greeted by the parishes and supported by 
those who have journeyed with us and been 
such a big part of our lives from way back. 
In many ways the service on Zoom was not 
unlike one of the most memorable moments 

for me on our Wedding day, at St John the 
Baptist Church, The Lee back in 2002. When 
we emerged from signing the registers in the 
vestry and faced the congregation for the 
first time, I remember being really moved 
by the sea of beaming faces of all our family 
and friends wishing us all the best. The Zoom 
screen full of the faces of all those who had 
signed in and joined the service was a very 
similar experience for me. In many ways 
Zoom allowed a more diverse gathering with 
friends from overseas also able to join the 
proceedings.

I was especially delighted by the warm 
welcome via video message from the churches 
and the community on the night and the 
joyous messages from the schools which 
we were able to catch up with after via the 
circulated link. We already feel a part of this 
community (you’ll find me in the pubs on a 
reasonably frequent basis…) and look forward 
to becoming increasingly so as community life 
starts to find new impetus with the easing of 
lockdown.  Thank all of you who have gone 
out of your way to help us settle in and feel 
at home. The best wishes cards, flowers, wine 
and even a hamper have been very gratefully 
received.

As we emerge from lockdown, services 
are starting to resume in all the churches – in 
the Hilltops and at The Lee – keep your eye 
on Grapevine and The Lee Forum for details. 
We are looking to put in place an initial 
pattern of services across the parishes over the 
summer which will allow worship to resume 
in the Churches as well as being accessible for 
the communities we serve.  As we approach 
Autumn, we hope the service pattern will 
settle down and become more established. I 
hope very much the pattern we establish will 
enable me to get round the churches and lead 
worship as your new Vicar / Rector. Please do 
come and join us and investigate what we’re 
all about.

With best wishes, Chris Haywood

From Revd. Chris Haywood…
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f r o m  t h e  r e g i s t e r s
ST LEONARDS
Burial of Ashes

15 May 2021 – Norman Fletcher Nicholson
HAWRIDGE

Burial of Ashes
18 May 2021 – Annie Florence Reid

C h u r C h  m a t t e r s

ChoLesBurY 

C holesbury 
church held 
an eagerly 

awaited service on 
Easter Day when 
Communion was 
celebrated by Rev. 
Sally Moring, the Vicar of Wendover. Easter 
hymns are particularly joyful and although 
we were still not allowed to sing inside the 
Church, Sally led us outside to sing freely.

We restarted worship in May knowing 
that Rev. Chris Haywood would be 
inducted as Rector at the end of April. 
The first service, on 2nd May, was led by 
Rev. Ian Ogilvie and the talk was given 

by Chris Haywood just three days after 
his induction. Services are still conducted 
under Covid restrictions and fortunately 
it was a sunny day so we were able to go 
outside afterwards where we could remove 
masks and talk more naturally. We all met 
Chris and Georgie and started the process 
of getting to know each other. We have 
continued with public worship including an 
Ascension Day communion.

Peter and Liz Green organised the 
annual Quiz under Covid lockdown 
conditions and adapted everything to 
Zoom. A great benefit of Zoom is that 
geography no longer matters and there 
were entries from Aberdeen, Leicestershire, 
Berkshire and Dorset! I suppose one Quiz 
question could have been ‘Which Quiz 

haWriDge

While this report 
of what has 
happened at 

our Church since the last 
edition of Hilltop News 
remains necessarily brief, there must now be 
real hope that the next report will describe 
the reopening of the Church to regular 
worship.  

Happily, the resumption of a more normal 
schedule of worship will be under the 
guidance of the Rector following the very 
recent (at the time of writing) induction of 
Chris into that office. A real welcome awaits 
Chris and Georgie in Hawridge and the best 
wishes of all at St Mary’s for a long, happy 
and successful ministry within the Hilltops.

Thanks to the power of Zoom, nearly 140 people, some local and some from many different 
parts of the world, gathered on Thursday 29 April to be a part of Rev. Chris Haywood’s 
Licensing Service as Vicar of the Benefice of The Lee and Rector of the Benefice of 
Hawridge with Cholesbury and St Leonards.  It was a joyous, simple and moving service of 
welcome for Chris and Georgie conducted by Bishop Alan who spoke of the importance 
of a shared vision between Chris and the Parishes. Hymns and music were provided by 
Sam Laughton and the musicians of Holy Trinity, Prestwood and ‘Brother Let me be Your 
Servant’ and ‘Take My Life and Let It Be’ resonated beautifully with the sense of dedication. 
Maxi Maintzer read from Ephesians – a reading chosen by Chris for the occasion. Warm 
wishes of welcome from the four churches and lovely contributions from the schools 
appeared on video. The service ended with wonderful messages of love, support, thanks 
and good wishes from very many friends…a great way for Chris and Georgie to begin their 
life here in the Hilltops - we much look forward to working with Chris and getting to know 
them both.

extended from the Granite City to Chesil 
Beach?’. Entrance was by Screen but this 
could be more than one person and we 
never knew quite how many people were 
playing this thoroughly enjoyable event!

The Quiz started two days before Quiz 
Night on Saturday 20 March with picture 
clues and the understanding that no-one 
would resort to Google. There was also a 
round of Pointless questions encouraging 
even more discussion in the Rooms. During 
our deliberations the PC or laptops would 
occasionally change from 25 small screens 
to just one person who then disappeared 
in a ghostly fashion. This was probably 
something simple to do with the mute 
button but it caused merriment.

There was no food served and whether 
any contestants slipped off for a snack 
we do not know although there was 
considerable raising of glasses. The 
tickets were just £5 but we received many 
generous donations and consequently the 
evening produced an impressive income of 
£820. Thank you everyone. We live in hope 
of a return to the Parish Hall next year but 

The first service at Cholesbury

the Zoom style was thoroughly enjoyed. We 
all gratefully applauded Liz and Peter - but 
strictly by Zoom.

John Farmer, Churchwarden 758715
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have also been supported and encouraged 
to return when it will be possible.

Thanks to Jo, the St Leonards Parish 
Secretary, we have been able to give details 
of services each week. This information has 
also been sent to The Lee for publication in 
The Lee Forum.

On Sunday 23 May, Rev. Chris Haywood 
held his first four-churches service at St 
Leonards.   This was an outside Joint Parish 
Communion to celebrate Pentecost and we 
were blessed not just by dry weather with a 
glimpse of warm sunshine and the singing 
of the birds but also by the presence of 41 
parishioners! It was truly wonderful to see 
just how many people wanted to share in 
this important Festival after so many months 
of not being able to worship in our little 
church - and a wonderful opportunity to 
meet Chris and Georgie – albeit all socially 
distanced. And we sang!

Having got us all running on the spot 
– and then doing the same thing without 
breathing (which for those who managed 
nearly finished them off!) made us all a little 
warmer but also allowed Chris to talk in 
depth about accepting the life-giving breath 
of the Holy Spirit into our lives. It was a 
sincere and moving talk giving us renewed 
hope and the opportunity of a fresh start 
– all of which resonated hugely with Chris 
and Georgie’s arrival among us.

Richard Charles played the organ and 
installed the outside acoustics. Robert, our 

st LeoNarDs

We all much 
look forward 
to the 

time in June when 
we can resume our 
Church activities. The mothers and toddler 
group are already permitted to return but 
we must remain patient in view of the 
news of further Covid complications. To be 
able to resume services in the Church; to 
hold weddings, christenings and services of 
Thanksgiving; the monthly breakfast service; 
the tea-parties and access to the Church 
Room, will be wonderful.  

Throughout the long period of Covid 
restrictions we have firmly followed the 
Government guidelines for the safety of 
our parishioners. However, a lot of pastoral 
work has been done for people unable to 
leave their homes or who are unwell. We 
have worked with bereaved families and 
those who have only been able to have 
limited numbers at Graveside Services. 
Disappointed Wedding couples and those 
wishing to bring their children to Baptism 

When activities resume, we must obviously 
be compliant with any regulations but, more 
importantly, the priority will be to ensure the 
safety of all who come to the Church. The 
deadline for this report is before the next 
review date in the Government’s ‘roadmap’ 
(will that decide something unexpected?) and 
follows too soon after Chris has taken up his 
post for firm plans to have been made.

The draw for the Champagne Cream Tea 
for the benefit of The Friends of Hawridge 
Church should have taken place by the 
time you read this. Lucky you if you are the 
winner.

It remains our hope and prayer that all 
villagers will continue to keep well and stay 
safe.

Tim Watts, Treasurer 758040

churchwarden, with the help of Chris and 
various PCC members, organised the service 
which was much enjoyed by all who took 
part. Communion was taken in bread alone 
while Chris, in keeping with the Church of 
England rules, drank from the cup on behalf 
of us all.

As we sang our final hymn ‘Love Divine 
All Loves Excelling’, we couldn’t help 
thinking how very fortunate we were to be 
able to worship together.

The Tea-Parties will begin again on 
Wednesday 23 June – all being well.

Our Breakfast Service – only the second 
since the start of the pandemic - will 
hopefully be held in the normal way on 
Sunday 27 June.

We are uncertain at the moment just 
how possible these plans will be, but we will 
keep you posted!

For further information, please contact 
the Churchwarden, Robert Donnell 07962 
231110

First four-churches service
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In Ancient Greece, to overcome this 
deficit, farmers would have turned to 
Demeter, the Goddess of fertility and 

agriculture. She was frequently depicted 
on coins adorned with wild flowers, fruits 
and grains. Under the Roman Empire 
Berenice, the Greek high priestess who 
tended the altar of Demeter became 
known as Veronica. Christianised in the first 
century, the Saint’s name was later selected 
by Swedish taxonomist Carl Linnaeus for 
the genus of a group of wild flowers also 
known as ‘God’s Speed’. This includes the 
Common Speedwell: a flower typically 
found at the time in Asia and Eastern 
Europe, which flourishes on the margins 
of cultivated land. It first arrived in the 
Chilterns from the Caucasian Mountains in 
the 18th century.

Born in 18th century 
Devon, the English poet 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
was the youngest of ten 
children. He met fellow 
poet William Wordsworth 
in 1795 whilst living 
in Somerset and the 
collaboration that ensued 
was the foundation of 
the English Romantic 
Movement. 

One of Coleridge’s first 
poems originating from this association 

HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

Taking some poetic licence with 
Speedwell and Liberty Caps

was The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. The 
ballad recounts the story of an old mariner 
whose ship is caught up in a violent storm. 
Driven south into the icy waters on the 
Antarctic the sailors become disorientated 
as fog cloaks the icebergs. The icy wastes 
seem lifeless until an Albatross appears 
which raises the sailors’ morale. For an 
unexplained reason the mariner suddenly 
kills the Albatross with a crossbow. Though 
the perilous circumstances of the sailors 
initially improves, this is short-lived and, 
as captured in Coleridge’s immortal words 
“Water, water, every where, Nor any drop 
to drink”, the sailors succumb one-by-one 
and those remaining blame the old mariner 
for their desperate plight and he reports 
“....the Albatross, About my neck was 
hung.” 

The account of the Albatross is 
one supposedly told to Coleridge by 
Wordsworth who had recently read George 
Shelvocke’s biographical Voyage Round the 
World by way of the Great South Sea. This 
was an account of the Second-in-Command 
of a Privateer who shot an Albatross in 
1719 off the coast of Terra del Fuego. The 
crew were subsequently marooned and the 
death of the Albatross was linked to their 
fate. The ship was HMS Speedwell - God’s 
Speed being a valediction used for those 
departing on a journey. 

The oldest confirmed fungal fossil 

is dated at about 800 million years old 
though fungal-like fossils have been dated 
from 2.4 billion years ago. Until the second 
half of 20th century fungi were seen as a 
primitive branch of plants and it was only 
in the late 1960s that they were classified 
as a completely distinct kingdom of life. In 
fact fungi are now considered more closely 
related to animals than plants, having only 
split away from the animal part of the 
tree of life around a billion years ago.

We live in a world dependent on fungi, 
although for most of the time they remain 
largely unnoticed. Occasionally, they make 
themselves known through the appearance 
of their fruiting bodies, be it a mushroom 
in a field or bracket attached to a tree. 
Turning over a stone, digging under the 
roots of a tree, or ladling up water from a 
pond will reveal fungi. Breath in and you 
will inhale spores.

Our survival from early times has relied 
on making use of fungi for food, be it 
in brewing, baking bread or fermenting 
cheese and yoghurt. In medicine we rely on 
fungi for the chemical processes to produce 
medicines.

The mycelia of fungi aerate soils, 
permitting water take up. Fungi are known 
as primary decomposers because they are 
at the start of the process of cleaning up 
dead and dying trees and plants, animals 
and their waste products. They are essential 
as they can break down chemical structures 
unreachable by other means. Without them 
entire ecosystems would cease to exist or 
survive. 

Though providing this fundamental role, 
fungi have retained a position in the web 
of life exemplifying the interconnectedness 
and interdependence of all life. Our own 
bodies and health rely on unimaginable 
diverse communities of microscopic 
organisms, known as our mycobiome.

A frightening statistic calculated by 
scientists is that only 43 per cent of the 
cells that make up our bodies are actually 

In contrast to the fertile fields of Aylesbury Vale, the fields up in the Chiltern Hills  

may not be considered to contain the most fertile of soils.

‘human’. The rest are mainly bacterial 
microbes but also fungi, mainly in your gut.  
As one eminent scientist once said, “Your 
body isn’t just you.”

Some fungi have become associated 
with political movements, ancient and 
modern. One example is the Liberty Cap, 

found in grassland areas, such as sheep 
and cattle pastures and, these days, 
on golf courses. It got its name in the 
early nineteenth century due to its 

distinctive appearance. 

The Cap of Liberty 
or Phrygian Cap was a 

peaked felt bonnet worn by 
liberated slaves in the Roman 
Empire. During the 17th and 
18th centuries the Phrygian 
Cap became an icon of political 

freedom worn by those associated 
with the revolutionary movements of 

France and the American Colonies. 
To quote: “...... a common fungus which 

so accurately represents the pole and cap 
of Liberty that it seems offered by Nature 
herself as the appropriate emblem of Gallic 
republicanism.”

The pole was used to hoist the caps of 
those campaigning for liberty in Roman 
times and again during the War of 
Independence and French Revolution. 

The person quoted above in 1812 was 
also behind the name ‘Liberty Cap’ being 
adopted by 19th century mycologists. He 
was Samuel Taylor Coleridge, who had also 
shown republican sympathies for the 18th 
century revolutionists.

 PS. In the 1950s this same mushroom 
gained notoriety as the first source for the 
chemical formulation that is today known 
as the hallucinogenic drug LSD. But that’s 
another story!

Chris Brown
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Sheila Mavis Brazil
February 1937 – December 2020

Mavis was born Sheila Mavis Hodder 
but always known as Mavis after 
she returned from living with her 

grandparents in Nottingham with whom 
she was evacuated during the war.  Mavis 
lived all her childhood in Harrow-on-the-
Hill with her mother Ruth, her father Jack 
and her brother Tony. Both her father 
and brother were lawyers. After leaving 
boarding school - Charter Towers in Sussex 
- Mavis trained to be a legal secretary in 
London: a job she did well but this was 
not to be her calling. Her love was horses 
and every chance she got she would go 
to help Bubbles Campbell at a livery yard 
in Harefield, where her passion for show- 
jumping and hunting grew.

Realizing this horse phase was not going 
to go away Mavis’s father started to look 
for a property that would have equestrian 
facilities. This is when Mavis, at the age of 
18, and her family moved to Parrotts Farm 
in Cholesbury. This was a dream come true 
and Mavis quickly immersed herself in the 
local horse world and established a riding 
school with a livery yard. She was then in a 
position to buy her own horses. Mavis was 
never happier than when she was hunting 
with The Old Berkeley Hunt but she also 

enjoyed show jumping and riding club 
events. With all these equestrian clubs came 
a great social life and after a few years 
Mavis married Henry Brazil and moved to 
Chiltern Cottage in St Leonards.

Mavis lived at Chiltern Cottage for over 
55 years. When they first moved into the 
cottage it was extremely small and basic 
with few outbuildings and no bathroom - 
just an outside loo.  Over the years a stable 
yard was built and then the kennels with 
the house were extended.  Mavis had three 
daughters, Gail who now lives at Chiltern 
Cottage with her family, Claire who lives 
at Buckland Common with her family and 
Polly who sadly only lived for two months 
but who is loved for a lifetime. Mavis had 
four grandchildren, Jack and Mollie and 
Harley and Ella.

When Gail and Claire were still teenagers 
Mavis and Henry were divorced. Mavis and 
her daughters continued to live at Chiltern 
Cottage with Mavis running a livery yard 
and boarding kennels which she did well 
into her 70’s. As Mavis’s health deteriorated 
she moved into the annexe of Chiltern 
Cottage and was looked after by wonderful 
carers until the end of her life. Mavis lived 
in The Hilltop Villages most of her life and 
she loved the area very much indeed.

Her knowledge of horses together with 
her teaching was limitless and through this 
and the huge number of dogs who passed 
through the kennels, she made very many 
friends. Mavis, you are much missed!
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Given the uncertainties surrounding 
the impact of virus mutations, 
there is no assurance that these 

liberalisations will be implemented in 
accordance with that optimistic timetable. 
Since the only way to be sure of the status 
of our local pubs on any particular day will 
be through direct contact, we are listing 
the contact details for each of our Hilltop 
pubs. The most certain information would 
be gained from a phone call or speculative 
visit. Experience shows that they tend 
to keep their Facebook posting updates 
timelier than their websites.

The Full Moon has been taking the 
most aggressive stance throughout the 
pandemic dislocations and that remains 
the case looking into the summer. Whilst 
they intend to have inside service from the 
earliest permissible date, the marquees will 
remain in the garden for the foreseeable 
future. An appealing new spring menu 
has already been published. Fish Friday is 
returning as soon as possible.

The ‘Daily Bakery’ for coffee, pastries, 
bacon baps, etc are available Tuesday-
Sunday from 10am and cream teas are 
served from Tuesday-Sunday from 2:30 
onwards. When the weather permits, there 
will be regular barbeques. There will also 
be a return of live music events as early as 
late May.

Contacts are: www.fullmoonpub.info;  fb 
The-Full-Moon-at-Hawridge; 758959.

Early Summer pub news

The Old Swan continues to be 
much more cautious in its opening and 
offerings. They have been opening only 
at weekends until inside service becomes 
viable. Although they have not planned to 
open the pub kitchen yet, food vans will 
occasionally be brought to the pub car park 
offering a variety of interesting cuisines. 
Since their evolving plans have often been 
announced at short notice, it pays to keep 
up with their social media and website 
postings.

Contacts are: www.theoldswanpub.
co.uk; fb theoldswanbucks; 837239.

When this report was drafted, the 

government aspired to lifting restrictions 

on hospitality operations in two stages 

from 17 May and 21 June.  On that later 

date, everyone concerned hopes to see the 

end of all restrictions. 

Signs of a new life are now emerging 
from the wonderfully refurbished and 
extended White Lion. Now that all the 
internal works are finished and all the 
fitting out is ready, work is underway to 
bring the garden and car park up to scratch.

The most telling news is that a formal 
planning application, 21/00354/LAPRE, 
was submitted to Chiltern on 4th May. The 
public consultation period ends on 1st June, 
and a decision must be determined by the 
end of June at the latest. So long as the 
conditions look favourable for Mandy to 
recover all her fixed costs in late June, we 
can look forward to a relaunch around that 
time.
Contact:  fb thelwhitelion

Black Horse Inn
Contact:  www.theblackhorsechesham.
co.uk; fb theblackhorsechesham; 784656.

Bill Ingram
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CurvaCeous Cook
spring into summer risotto

I love this time of year and eat asparagus at every opportunity, whilst it lasts. I grew up with a garden-mad 
mum who grew all our veg and swapped some for eggs and things that she couldn’t grow. She had a huge 

asparagus bed in her half-acre plot, so I had a lot as a child! I also love the baby broad beans and have 
found Kamazyn produce masses of small beans in pretty purply shells. If you can only get older ones, it 

really is worth preboiling for about three minutes, and slipping out of their shells. Fiddly, but makes all the 
difference.

Good stock also makes a difference, and there are plenty of bouillion granules out there for this if you don’t 
make your own. I usually use home-made chicken stock, but any pale one will do.

For two people:

3 handfuls of risotto rice. My preference is for carnaroli

Slosh of white wine

1 shallot or a small onion, finely chopped

1 clove minced garlic

Bunch of asparagus, cut into bitesize pieces, having broken the end off at its natural break point. Keep the 
tough bits

2 handfuls fresh broad beans, cooked for 5 minutes, or a good cup full of frozen ones, thawed

Half cup of freshly podded peas, or same of thawed frozen ones

Approx 500ml warm stock

At least 50g freshly grated parmesan cheese

A little fresh mint and grated lemon rind

Bring your stock to the boil and simmer the asparagus chunks for 3 minutes. Then remove and cool and 
add the tough stems to the stock. Simmer for a few minutes and leave in the stock.

In a heavy pan, melt a knob of butter with a little olive oil, and gently fry the shallots and garlic till starting 
to go see through, ideally with no browning.

Throw in your rinsed rice, and stir till all coated and slightly toasted.

Throw in the wine and stir gently till all gone.

Set the timer for however long your rice should take to cook. This is useful as a gauge later.

Gradually, a small ladle at a time, add the warm stock to the rice, constantly stirring gently. As each spoonful 
is absorbed, add another. You don’t want it to dry out.

When your pinger goes off, have a taste of the rice. It should be softening, but still have some bite. You will 
have used up most of your stock.

Gently toss the vegetables in, and season. Lid on, adding a bit more stock if it seems a bit dry, leave to 
simmer gently for 5 minutes.

Stir through the parmesan and mint and a good bit of lemon rind.

Serve with more parmesan and lots of black pepper.

Lulu stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com

V V V

100 Club 
winners 

Cholesbury Village Hall

April 2021
£20   Andrew Carruthers, Cholesbury 

£15  David Hawkes, Buckland Common 

May 2021
£20  Nick Lincoln, Aston Clinton 

£20  Margaret Walton, Hawridge

For membership, please contact  
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email  

jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

St Leonards Parish Hall

April 2021
£25 Carol Henry, St Leonards

£15 Michael Henry, St Leonards
£15 Allan Greaney, Buckland Common

May 2021
£15 John Conlon, Bellingdon

£15 Di Charles, Buckland Common

For membership, please contact  
Richard Leat on leatrj@yahoo.co.uk  

or 01494 758784.

V V V
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Answers to Guess the 
flowers…
1. Carnation
2. Dandelion
3. Busy Lizzie
4. Speedwell
5. Sweet William
6. Snapdragon
7. Phlox
8. Sunflower
9. Dog rose
10. Lily of the Valley
11. Lupin
12. Ragged Robin
13. Foxglove
14. Honesty
15. Cowslip
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the August/September edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne 
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10 July 
latest. 
Please note that photos sent online must 
be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.

Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449  
grahamlnc@aol.com

Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700  
anne@churchcottage.eu

Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  
annhorn43@aol.com

Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  
info@michaelspark.com

Distribution 
Rosemary Pearce 758334

Printing 
Orbit Press, Chesham  01494 778053 
info@orbitpress.co.uk

Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making 
and is funded by advertising.




