
August & September 2021

Hilltop News



Hilltop News 3

I had hoped to be writing this still basking 

in the glory of England winning the Euro 

football championships. It was not quite 

to be. But whether you follow football or 

not, you cannot fail to have been moved 

by the outpouring of joy and emotion from 

countless numbers of people as England 

progressed. This was just the tonic the 

country needed, our senses heightened by 

the absence of celebration throughout the 

pandemic.

On the same weekend as the Euro 
final, our cricket club was privileged 
to welcome the famous Lord’s 

Taverners to Cholesbury Common. Cricket 
legend David Gower, plus TV stars Chris 
Tarrant and Jonnie Irwin, accompanied the 
team and a large crowd gathered to enjoy 
the game and hospitality. The Taverners are 
the UK’s leading charity for youth cricket 
and sport for the disabled and we were 
delighted to be part of this. Two days later, 
the President’s Day feast of cricket was held 
in honour of one of the club’s most popular 
members: Sen Sinniah, who passed away 
earlier this year.

We look forward to further social 
gatherings. An afternoon of fun is planned 
for 8th August at St Leonards Village Hall 
– see details below. After missing out last 
year, The Hort Soc is looking to hold its 
Annual Show on 4th September. The school 
is holding its first cycle event, ‘Ride with 
Confidence’ and will make an entertaining 
occasion of it with games, food and drink, 
etc. See our various reports.

On Sunday 18 July, the Archdeacon 
of Buckingham conducted the service of 
Induction and Installation of our new 
Rector, Rev. Chris Haywood. Details in 
Church Matters.

A welcome tonic

St Leonards Village Hall
Sunday 8th August from 2 – 5pm

Planned on Sunday 8th August is a 
Community Social Afternoon at St 

Leonards Village Hall.
 It will be free and open to all.

There will be a Barbeque, Beer & Pimms 
tent, Ice Cream stall, and the WI will be 

serving their famous Teas in the Hall. The 
Jolly Jazzers will be playing as well.

 All welcome 

We are saddened to learn of the recent 
deaths of three well-known villagers: 
Rita Timberlake, Rita Evens and Ron How. 
Celebrations of their lives will appear in the 
next Hilltop News.

In this issue
•  Thomas - an inspirational story
•  A local orchestra plays on
•  Seeking harmony on the Commons
Plus, our regular features…
Chris Brown, and a harbinger of summer
Our Curvaceous Cook serves up an ice 
cream treat
…and full reports from our churches, 
school, pubs, councils, clubs and societies.

After seven years of hurt, the White Lion finally 
opened its doors on 21 July. Cheers! 
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Internal Audit Report
The annual accounting and governance 
statements, together with the Internal 
Audit reports for Cholesbury-cum-St 
Leonards Parish Council for 2020/21, are 
available on the website at https://www.
cholesburyparishcouncil.org.uk/documents-
and-information/finance-and-audit/ or 
from the Clerk. The Notice of Public Rights 
has been posted on notice boards and 
on the website and residents can request 
to view the accounts by contacting the 
Parish Council via post at PO Box 933, 
Great Missenden, Bucks, HP16 6BU up until 
Wednesday 11 August 2021.

Vacancies on the Parish Council
Are you interested in giving something 
back to your community? Could you 
volunteer some time, energy and expertise 
to find practical solutions and get 
things done for your community? Parish 
councillors represent residents’ views and 
press for improvements to Buckinghamshire 
Council’s services, such as roads, planning 
decisions and enforcement, refuse 
collection, protection of our environment, 
etc. Meetings are also held with police, 
health and fire services and voluntary 
organisations. If you are interested, please 
contact the Parish Clerk or come along to 
the Parish Council meeting.

Fix My Street
Residents can report problems in the parish 
on a street/road and track the progress of 
the reported issue.  Issues such as potholes, 
fly-tipping, graffiti, waste bin issues, 
broken paving slabs or street lighting can 
all be reported via the website link https:// 
fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/.  To report a 
problem through the site:

Your Parish Councillors are:

Chris  Brown  (Chairman) -758890 

Bill  Ingram  (Vice-Chairman) -758258 

Nigel Blomfield - 758314 

Philip  Matthews -  758205 

Graham Kersting - 758319 

Buckinghamshire Councillors:

Patricia Birchley  - 07714  704017 

Jane MacBean - 07812 177794

Mohammad Fayyaz – 0777 202 7829

Buckinghamshire Council:

Contact number:  0300 131 6000

1.  Enter a nearby UK postcode, or street 
name and area

2. Locate the problem on a map of the area

3. Enter details of the problem

4.  Fix My Street send it to the council on 
your behalf

Virtual meetings
The parish council will continue to hold 
meetings by video conference for the 
foreseeable future and have moved the 
start time to 6pm. Below is the scheduled 
date for the next meeting.  If you would 
like to attend a meeting, please contact the 
clerk and a link to join will be sent to you.

•  Monday 27 September 2021

If you need advice or assistance, Parish 
Councillors and myself are available to be 
contacted as usual. 

Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk, 07704-909324  
Email: parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

THE COUNTY COUNCIL
During the first half 

of 2021 there was 

a parliamentary 

election and council 

elections which 

saw significant 

changes to our 

representation in 

the Chilterns. 

We read 
that Ministers face calls for an 
enquiry into the HS2 budget. 

Lord Berkeley puts the cost at £142 billion 
and wrote to the Cabinet Secretary to ask 
whether the ministerial code had been 
broken. MPs were told in July 2019 that 
‘the business case is solid… Nusrat Ghani 
said “I stand here to state confidently that 
the budget is £55.7 billion and that the 
timetable is 2026 and 2033”.’ Jane MacBean 
and I have attended regular meetings with 
HS2 and find their lack of transparency 
and contempt for local residents quite 
astonishing. We will continue to hold them 
to account and to resolve current issues 
over damage caused by their vehicles to our 
local road infrastructure. One success has 
been preventing excessive HGV movements 
along the A413. The council’s strong stance 
has caused significant irritation at HS2 and 
the Chief Executive has been told of the 
need for better engagement with local 
communities.

Congratulations to the Save The White Lion 
team! It is wonderful news that the pub is 
back in business. Thanks to local residents 
who were involved in trying to buy the pub 
for the local community, Mandy who put 
up with so much red tape, and of course 
the Parish Council who fully supported this 
seven-year battle. James and Carlos need 
our support as it returns to life, hopefully, 

as the Covid restrictions are eased.
The next meeting of Chesham 

Community Board was delayed from 7 July, 
(not to clash with the Euro semi-final 
against Denmark) to 20 July. The main 
focus was Town & Village Regeneration. 
The Village Forum believes that in terms 
of economic recovery, issues in the villages 
will be different from those in Chesham. 
Encouraging the use of local pubs and 
shops, linking business to the community, 
funding support for new start-ups and 
regeneration of small local enterprises 
could be eligible for support. Philippa 
Batting, CEO of Bucks Business First spoke 
about Being Your Own Boss.

Buckinghamshire Council has been 
shortlisted for ‘Council of the Year’ 2020/21 
by the Municipal Journal. It reflects the 
efforts made locally in response to Covid 
supporting the most vulnerable as well as 
the wider community. Bucks has reached 
the final six and the ‘pitch’ to the judging 
panel was made in London in mid-July. The 
result will be announced in September.

Please get in touch if you need questions 
raised with officers at County Hall.

Cllr Patricia Birchley 
Chiltern Ridges Division, Buckinghamshire 
Council 
Patricia.Birchley@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
07714 704017
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If you’re a strawberry, you’re not enjoying 

the summer much. Full of hope, after a 

week or so of sun back in spring, you 

put up your green shoots. Then it started 

raining and you rotted on the vine. If 

you’re not a strawberry and, more to the 

point, you are a schoolkid who, because of 

a successful vaccination campaign against 

Covid, can now start to enjoy school trips 

again, your hope is not misplaced. 

What am I on about? Recently, 
Years 2 and 3 visited College 
Lake near Tring. Because of the 

combination of rain and warmth, nature 
has burst forth with life faster than you can 
push a mower at. College Lake’s attractions 
include treats for the nose in the shape of 
a herb garden, where the kids made their 
own perfume and aftershave. Hope they 
smell better than Jeremy Clarkson’s scented 
candles*. Pond dipping is not something 
frustrated teachers do to wayward children, 
but rather an activity for children to enjoy 
as they search for newt and dragonfly 
nymphs. After lunch, they turned trackers 
searching for evidence of animal presence, 
such as bones, footprints and poo… 
presumably this wasn’t the taste part of 
the sensory experience. The children were 
apparently delighted when they found a 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL
common lizard. Personally, I’m more of a 
great or well-posh lizard type – but then 
I’m an insufferable snob. They also found 
a ‘lumpy, bumpy baby toad’, who I’m sure 
was beautiful on the inside. 

On 13 July, it was Year 1’s turn. They 
went to Chiltern Open Air Museum. Given 
this summer’s convincing impression of 
autumn, I’m not sure about the ‘open air’ 
bit - but kids are hardier than us whingeing 
adults. 

The children have now met their 
teachers for next year. I imagine this 
moment to be like that episode of Strictly 
Come Dancing when the celebs get paired 
up with their professional dancer. I can 
see an entire class of children stampeding 
across the playground to launch themselves 
with abandon at their new teacher. And the 
teacher disappearing under a mountain of 
clambering bodies. Please say this is how it 
works!

Now here’s something for the diary. On 
18 September the school will hold its first 
cycling event – ‘Ride with Confidence’. 
There will be a scavenger hunt route, 
which parents and children can ride either 
with a tour leader or - following safety 
tips - by themselves. There will be stalls and 
activities in the school grounds, including 
professional bike checks by Chiltern Velo, 
bike registration with local police and all 
sorts of other bike-related stuff. Plus games, 
a bouncy castle and food and drink stalls 
for your entertainment. Each class has 
taken on an organisational responsibility. 
I very much look forward to helping out, 
taking part and reporting back in this 
column. In the meantime, sun – please put 
your hat on, hip hip hip hooray! Enjoy the 
holidays.
*see Clarkson’s Farm on Amazon (other 
behemoth streaming services are available)

Rob Scott

along with the background and tales of 
three Baronets - including the rakish 2nd 
Bt who built the house and was founder of 
many clubs - including the infamous Hell-
Fire Club.

Speaker Peter Hague is a volunteer guide 
at West Wycombe Park.

Looking further ahead … 
On Friday 3rd December at 7.30pm 
Mediaeval stonemasons
Speaker James Wright is an academic 
historian at Nottingham University and 
freelance archaeological consultant. Further 
details will be provided in the next edition 
of Hilltop News.

The subscription for Membership of the 
Local History Group for 2021-22 will be £10 
for which you can attend all eight meetings 
from October to May 2022, receive the 
annual Newsletter and invites to LHG 
outings.

To attend any one of these meetings and 
for further information on the entrance fee 
and instructions please phone 01494 758890 
or email localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com

Chris Brown

LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP
Following last year’s 

decision to provide our 

programme by video 

conference, we had 

hoped to be back in 

the village halls by October. Instead, the 

programme for at least the autumn period 

will again take place via video conference. 

Once again it is our hope that from January 

it will be possible to hold all of our five 

2022 meetings at St Leonards Parish Hall or 

Cholesbury Village Hall.

These are the first three meetings in our 
programme that we have organised to be 
presented by video conference…

On Friday 1st October at 7.30pm 
Corsets and codpieces – a study of Tudor 
underwear: 
You have probably seen portraits of 
Elizabethan men and women and 
marvelled at the elaborate outfits they 
are wearing. But what is actually going 
on under all of that silk, satin and velvet? 
One’s undergarments are an essential 
element in achieving the desired overall 
effect. Speaker Dr Nic Fulcher is fascinated 
by the ways in which particular fashions 
alter the natural shape of the body. 
Based in Stratford, he provides advice to 
Shakespearian actors and theatre directors. 
He will provide an entertaining and light-
hearted journey exploring the hidden world 
of Tudor underwear.

On Friday 5th November at 7.30pm 
West Wycombe Park and the Dashwoods – 
Power, Politics and Scandal 
This talk will feature this Greek revival 
National Trust property in Buckinghamshire 
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Art, Domestic and Children’s classes. Home-
made teas are served and prizes given at 
4pm. Although the last 18 months have 
been challenging, we do have a variety of 
events throughout the year. It only costs 
£2 a year for membership and we always 
welcome new members. So, come along to 
the Show and see what talents the Villagers 
have to display.

Remember: “One year’s seeding seven 
years weeding!”  Keep at it!

Liz Firth

CHOLESBURY CUM ST LEONARDS HORT SOC

I hope by the time you read this summer 

will have arrived. June, with battering 

winds and heavy deluges of rain, has kept 

gardeners busy staking taller perennials 

and tying back climbing plants. The weeds 

seem to double overnight, so do a regular 

patrol to remove them before they set 

even more seed.

Throughout high summer keep dead 
heading regularly, especially roses. 
These have suffered badly with rain 

and particularly the old roses which only 
flower once. Cut back hybrid tea roses and 
they will often flower on until October. 
Once flowered, cut down perennials such as 
geraniums and campanulas and some will 
come back to flower again.

Lilies, pelargoniums, fuchsias, etc in pots 
need regular watering, dead heading and 
feeding with tomato feed to keep them 
blooming. This year the cold and wet has 
held these back but with good weather 
they make a great display into autumn. 
Also, don’t forget to feed tomatoes weekly.

As I described in the last copy of Hilltop 
News, now is the time to take cuttings from 
plants such as penstemons, asters, hardy 
salvias, lavenders and other herbs. Tender 
pelargonium cuttings are best taken in 
September. They are the easiest cuttings to 
strike and pop them into 3” pots of gritty 
compost, but do not cover them. Remove 
any flower heads and grow on in a heated 
greenhouse or conservatory as they are 
tender.

Biannual flower seeds to be sown now 
include wallflowers, sweet Williams and 
foxgloves. They can then be planted out 
later in the autumn to flower next year.

Spring bulbs will be coming into the 
garden centres in August. Daffodils can 

be planted out in pots or the garden 
then but tulips can wait until later in the 
autumn. Look out for some new varieties 
to try this year. British Garden Centre 
in Bulbourne and Dobbies in Wendover 
usually have a very good selection of bulbs. 

Unless there is a sudden change in 
Government plans we are all hoping the 
Annual Show will go ahead as usual at the 
school. So please look around your gardens 
to see what you can nurture and enter in 
the Show. The details of the schedule are 
on the Cholesbury website. Please contact 
Roseann Vince the Show Secretary for more 
information.

If you have recently moved into 
the Hilltop Villages come along to the 
Show, which will be held at Hawridge 
and Cholesbury school at 2.30pm on 4th 
September. As well as the main Show classes 
there are Flower Arranging, Photography, 

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions

01442 890184
07909 542149

annmalvern@sky.com

A reminder of what we have missed - here’s 
hoping the Show goes on in September…
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Calendar
It is now time to submit any good photos 
for next year’s Hilltop Villages Calendar. 
Please send any suitable photos of local 
creatures, people, activities or scenes 
to lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk by mid 
September. Ideally, contenders for the main 
months need to be taken on a camera 
but photos taken on your mobile phone 
or iPad are welcome for smaller inserts 
and we need over 60 photos in all for the 
calendar. We also need photos taken at 
different times of the year so that we can 
match them to the appropriate month. 
Where possible contenders for the front 
cover should be in portrait format and 
landscape for the months. The sale of the 
calendar makes a significant contribution to 
enabling us to maintain the Commons. Your 
help is very much appreciated.

Local wildlife site
Part of the Commons and Christine’s 
farmland have been designated as Local 
Wildlife Sites for many years (previously 
Sites of Scientific Interest) and we have 
been visited recently by Fiona Everingham, 
Local Wildlife Sites Surveyor from Bucks 
and Milton Keynes Environmental Records 
Centre. Fiona is now keen to include all 
of the Commons as a LWS. Whilst she was 

impressed with the management and state 
of the Commons in general, like us she 
was concerned about the state of Pallett’s 
Pond. However, Christine was able to assure 
her that the pond is in recovery from the 
infestation of New Zealand Pygmy Weed, 
fish which have been dumped there and 
from the previous leak under the road. 
With the removal of the weed infestation 
on a regular basis now and in the hope 
that we may be able to control it by 
biological means in the future, we do hope 
to restore it to a much better condition. 
There is a mite which controls the weed 
which is currently being trialled successfully 
elsewhere. Fiona hopes to highlight 
our Commons for visits from the Bucks 
Invertebrate Group next year and from the 
Fungus Group in the autumn.

Paths and rides
Thanks again to James Jolliffe for his work 
cutting the paths and rides. After this year’s 
rather strange weather this has been much 
needed. I don’t think I have ever seen the 
grass grow as long as it has recently. Our 
thanks too to Janet and Nick Brown and his 
daughter, Sophie, who is currently doing 
her DofE with us for their work on the little 
paths. 

Heather regeneration
Happily, the work done by last year’s DofEs 
and several adult volunteers on clearing the 
bracken, birch and gorse saplings from our 
heather beds is paying off and there are 
signs of new heather shoots emerging. I am 
sure that the volunteers will all be happy 
that their efforts were not in vain and that 
we will see an even more impressive show 
of heather later in the year. Meantime, 
where the earth had been disturbed, we 
had a fantastic show of foxgloves.

Foxgloves
In his wildlife article in The Times, Jonathon 
Tulloch gave some fascinating information 
about foxgloves. Apparently, they have 
female flowers at the base and male 
flowers at the top. Bumble bees, which are 

their main pollinators, routinely visit the 
female flowers first and work their way 
up visiting each flower. This is a very clever 
strategy since it means that the bee cross-
pollinates the females on the plant with 
pollen from another plant that it has visited 
and then collects pollen from the male 
flowers as it scales the plant before going 
on to yet another. A foxglove plant can 
have up to 80 flowers on each plant. 

Moth release
On Saturday 3rd July about thirty people 
met outside the Full Moon for David and 
Peter Bygate’s moth release. As always this 
was a fascinating event. The participants 
ranged from about two years old to 80 
plus and all were equally engaged. There 
had been well over 300 moths trapped 
overnight and 56 different species, 
including some of the large hawk moths. 
David and Peter had potted up several 
before we got there so that they could 
be passed around in a socially distant 
manner. The children were totally agog at 
seeing the variety of creatures that they 
probably have never encountered before 
and enjoyed the fact that they were able 
to have them crawl over their hands if they 

chose to. David and Peter were also able 
to provide the adults with very interesting 
information about species such as the 
peppered moth, which demonstrated 
evolution in practice. The same species has 
a largely white background in the south but 
evolved to have a mainly dark background 
further north where it was more polluted. 
The adaptation of its background colour 
meant that it could blend in with its 
background, leaving it much less vulnerable 
to predators.

Congratulations to David and Peter who 
have now successfully identified the 
300th macro moth on the Commons. It 
will be interesting to see what they next 
achieve! Here are a couple of messages of 
appreciation from the participants…

‘Thank you and Peter once again for 
another fascinating gathering to see the 
results of your moth trapping. So good 
to see the young all enjoying a new 
experience.’ Liz Firth

‘Thank you for such a lovely time on 
Saturday morning. Not only was our 
grandson fascinated, but we were too. Such 
beautiful creatures and how wonderful 
that there are 300 different species on the 

Fascination with the moth release
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Our peppered moth

Common. It is so kind of you and Peter 
to give your time each year.’ Nicki Tullett. 
Hear, Hear!

Barn owls
Lynne Lambert and a colleague from Borg 
(Bucks Owl and Raptor Group) came back 
to check the barn owl box on Christine’s 
farmland and found three chicks which 
were at the right stage to be ringed. This 
is impressive since the adults cannot fly in 
wet weather and so feeding the chicks in 
our recent erratic weather has no doubt 
been a challenge for the parents. We 
recently received a new trail camera from 
the Village Train Fund and we hope to 
use it to see if we can get footage of the 
barn owl activities. We also have plans to 
use it in Hawridge Vale to see if we can 
capture further photos of the polecat which 
Andrew Jordan found on his property. 

Hedgehog
A few weeks ago Peter Hopkinson stopped 
the traffic when he spotted a hedgehog 
crossing the road from Stoney Lane towards 
Hawridge Place. This is the only sighting 
of a hedgehog that we know of down this 
end of the Commons since, I think, the early 
1960s. Apparently, they do not co-exist with 
badgers, which are able to unroll and eat 
them. I hope that this one has survived! Do 
you know of any other hedgehogs around? 
Please let us know.

Lichens
Isobel Clark has updated us on her findings. 
‘Over the last five months I have been 
wandering the Commons and wider area, 
looking out for lichens of all sorts. I have 
been amazed that they seem to be almost 
everywhere and that I didn’t really see 
them before now…. the tiny lichens slowly 
grow, fruit and disperse, collecting food 
and water from the air whilst attached, 
more or less, to trees, posts, stones and 
tiles. Lichens consist of at least two 
organisms growing together, a fungus and 
either an alga or a cyanobacteria. There are 
three main groups. 

‘Crusty’ lichens are found on all kinds of 
surfaces, from stone, brick, tile and metal to 
worked wood and live bark. They grow very 
slowly and are attached to the surface so 
strongly they cannot be removed without 
taking some of the substrate to which they 
are attached. 

‘Bushy’ lichens are found mostly on bark 
and grow from a single point of attachment 

known as a holdfast. These are sensitive to 
nitrogen and sulphur dioxide pollution so 
usually only grow in very clean air where 
there is no fertilising of crops, burning of 
coal or lots of traffic. So, it is encouraging 
that I have found a few examples of 
Usnea on the Commons as well as several 
examples of other bushy lichens. 

‘Leafy’ lichens mostly grow on bark 
and wood but can sometimes be found on 
stone. They are attached at many points 
underneath but can usually be removed 
without taking any of the substrate. They 
vary in colour from grey through green 
to yellow and orange. One of the most 
common ones I have found, near to roads 
and arable fields, is Xanthoria parietina 
which is orange when it is in the sun and 
greyish when in the shade. There is so much 
of it beside the road that you can see it 
from quite a distance. It seems to thrive 
near sources of nitrogen pollution. 

On our Commons, the lichens which 
are most sensitive to pollution seem to be 
particularly numerous on old hawthorn 
trees growing either in hedges or woodland 
edges where they have been well-lit 
for decades. Areas that are particularly 
well-endowed are the scrub areas beside 
the bottom ride and in one place beside 
Horseblock Lane. 

If we can conserve these habitats, away 

Christine and the young barn owls

A crusty lichen

from roads and arable fields, we should 
be able to support communities of these 
ancient and symbiotic life-forms which 
give us an indication of pollution levels 
and contribute to the absorption of CO2, 
possibly helping to slow climate change’. 

Glow worms
John Tyler, an expert on glow worms, 
visited our Commons with David and 
Rebecca and a few others in late May. 
He concluded that several parts of the 
Commons appear suitable habitat for glow 
worms. Apparently, they like open areas 
of grassland and lowish scrubby wood 
edges. Moist areas are good since they 
encourage slugs and snails which are the 
only things that the glow worm larvae 
eat. The larvae take two or three years to 
fully grow, by which time they will have 
consumed approximately 70 slugs or snails! 
(We could all do with some in our gardens 
at present!). Adults only survive for a short 
time and do not eat anything. The larvae 
have a pulsing glow whereas the adult 
female has a steady glow. She remains close 
to the emergence site and is flightless and 
will glow until mated (up to a few weeks). 
The adult male is able to fly some distance 
but spreading out to form new colonies is 
limited because the females remain in the 
same area where they emerged. 

David and Rebecca have been out 
surveying our Commons recently for any 
sign of glow worms using 12 LED lures 
but so far have found no sign of any. John 
Tyler pointed out that given the weather 
conditions they were later this year than at 
other times. Reintroduction of larvae from 
one of John’s sites may be possible in the 
future.

We are very fortunate to have so much 
varied wildlife around us and experts who 
can show us where to look. Enjoy!

Lindsay Griffin
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

Both the May and June meetings again 
took place over Zoom. In May Linda 
Gransby told us about the Hutsadin 

Elephant Foundation in Hua Hin, Thailand. 
Hua Hin is a beach resort south-west of 
Bangkok which is popular with Thais but 
less well-known as a tourist destination. 
The Hutsadin Elephant Foundation is a 
non-profit organisation which rescues 
elephants abandoned by their owners. This 
can be due to the elephant’s ill health, old 
age or because they cannot work anymore. 
The foundation employs a small team of 
staff to help run the foundation and a 
mahout is responsible for the care of each 
elephant, alongside a team of volunteers 
from around the world – Linda has been 
volunteering for the past few years. The 
elephants’ food, water and medical bills 
are paid for by money raised from visitors 
to the centre, who pay to walk with the 
elephants or experience a day with a 
mahout. Due to the travel restrictions 
imposed because of Covid, visitor numbers 
have plummeted and it is a struggle to find 
enough money to meet the daily needs of 
the elephants. Linda is fund-raising to help 
the foundation.

Peter Hague took us to Yorkshire for our 
June Zoom meeting, with a virtual ‘Taste 
of Yorkshire Food and Traditions’. After 
telling us about his Yorkshire upbringing 
and giving some history of the county, Peter 
talked about famous people from there 
before continuing with the unusual customs 
taking place in the towns. He ended his 
presentation by mentioning foods, from 
Yorkshire puddings to Pontefract cakes, 
along with an explanation of the Rhubarb 
Triangle and the Chocolate Heritage of the 
Quaker families around York and Sheffield, 
not forgetting Wensleydale cheese.

Restrictions were due to be lifted on 
Monday 19 July and all being well we will 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

The downside of the 
use of technology 
and being digitally 

connected is the increase in 
scams. The July Neighbourhood 
Watch Newsletter says that 41% of crime 
is now either on the phone or online. They 
recently launched a ‘Sling Your Hook’ 
campaign to raise awareness of this issue. 
Victims of scams often report in hindsight 
that they felt something wasn’t quite right 
at the time. The campaign aims to raise 
awareness of the tactics scammers use 
and encourages people to ‘stop and think’ 
if something doesn’t feel, seem, look or 
sound right. 

All scam emails can be forwarded to the 
Suspicious Email Reporting Service (SERS)  
report@phishing.gov.uk

Shirley Blomfield (758314)

have met outside at St Leonards Parish 
Hall on that day for our birthday meeting. 
August will be an informal meeting in 
the garden of one of our members, Liz 
Firth, and Liz is going to give us a Flower 
Arranging demonstration in September. Do 
look out for the message which Hilary puts 
on Grapevine for more about this or ring 
Carol on 01494 758435 who can fill you in. 
Visitors will be very welcome in September! 
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With just over half the league 
games completed, our Saturday 
side are in second place. Two 

teams will be promoted from our division. 
This is a wonderful effort to get where 
we have done under the captaincy of 
Nick Lincoln, but everyone in the side is 
aware that prizes are not awarded halfway 
through the season. We need to keep up 
the good work and the high standard of 
play we have shown so far and carry it all 
the way through to the end of August.

The Sunday friendly side have been 
involved in some thrillers – and our younger 
players who are coming off the nursery 
slopes into senior cricket have acquitted 

themselves superbly in a number of games; 
bowling at the death to secure victory, 
taking vital catches and batting with 
maturity beyond their teenaged years. All 
these attributes point to both the hard 
work done by our colts’ coaches and to the 
rewards those players can bring to the club 
on the pitch in future years.

Apart from our regular fixtures, there 
were two games in July that will live long in 
the collective memory here. 

The first was the visit by the famous 
Lord’s Taverners XI, which was formed in 
1950 and has been supported by famous 
actors, international cricketers and members 
of the royal family ever since. Today, the 

club has evolved into the UK’s leading youth 
cricket and disability sport charity and its 
hard work creates opportunities for young 
people with a disability and those living in 
higher poverty areas.

Thanks to our indefatigable fixture 
secretary, Phil Wright, the Taverners agreed 
to play a game on the common. The star 
attraction was the former England captain, 
David Gower, who umpired for the day. 
The boundary edge was crowded, the bar 
till was ringing, social distancing was being 
pretty well observed, and on the pitch a 
thrilling game of cricket was unfolding. 
Rather wonderfully, it all came down to the 
last two balls. Hawridge needed nine to win 
and out strode one of our youngsters, Sam 
Hames. With absolutely no fuss but some 
considerable skill, Sam hit his first ball for six 
and the second ball for four. The club had 
bagged a famous victory. But that was not 
all. The Taverners were incredibly generous 
and magnanimous in defeat, and numerous 

people have said since the game that they 
were charmed by David Gower’s presence 
throughout the day.  He was courteous 
and had time for everyone, posing for 
photos, signing bats and taking a genuine 
interest in the affairs of a little village club 
metaphorically a million miles from Lord’s or 
the MCG where Gower did so much to show 
off his skills several decades ago.

The Taverners have already said they 
would like to return to the common 
next year to repeat the fixture. This is 
such a grand endorsement for a club like 
ours. We are hopeful that all the pesky 
restrictions that have plagued the summer 
thus far will be lifted and we will be able 
to give the Taverners a wonderful day of 
entertainment, food, sunshine and sport. 
It was a great morale booster for everyone 
involved at the club who does so much to 
be told by such auspicious visitors that we 
are on the right track.  

Within a couple of days, there was 

Club President Trafford Matthews welcomes to Cholesbury TV presenters Chris Tarrant,  
Jonnie Irwin and David Gower

Good to see the crowds back!

HAWRIDGE &  
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
This will be the first dispatch I’ve written for the club in well over 

a year that has been concerned almost entirely with the cricket 

we have played. It has been a memorable couple of months. 

Both the Saturday league team and the Sunday friendly team 

have been involved in some exciting performances – and it seems 

that hardly an evening goes by without one of our colts’ teams 

turning out on the common.
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One of my fondest memories of 
playing cricket on Cholesbury 
Common in the 1980s was hearing 

the soporific, purring coo of the turtle dove 
wafting across the field of play from the 
surrounding trees. Sadly, it is just a memory. 
I have not heard it since, as numbers of this 
summer visitor, once common in this area, 
have been on a rapid decline nationally.

One cause of the bird’s decline has been 
changes in farming practices that led to a 
shortage of food in the breeding season. 
But the most disturbing cause is the wanton 
shooting of the birds in many European 
and African countries on their migration 
route to our shores.

A ray of hope comes with recent news 
that Spain is banning the hunting of turtle 
doves for a year, in the hope of saving up 
to one million birds. Let us hope this ban 

may continue beyond a year and that other 
countries bow to public pressure and also 
ban this barbaric ‘tradition’.

I yearn for the day when that soft 
purring sound, so reminiscent of the warm, 
hazy days of high summer, returns to 
Cholesbury Common…Edanother memorable and perhaps more 

poignant game of cricket played on the 
common. It was President’s Day and this 
year it was decided that we would honour 
the memory of a man who did a great deal 
for our club. His name was Sen Sinniah and 
he sadly died earlier this year at the age of 
80.

Sen was born in Columbo, Sri Lanka at 
the beginning of the Second World War. 
He arrived in England in 1960 to begin 
work as a shipping clerk and within 10 
years was living in Chesham with his wife 
and three children. Sen was a cricket lover 
and played around and about the county 
for many years. He finally discovered 
Hawridge & Cholesbury Cricket club in the 
year 2000. Thanks in large part to Sen’s 
commitment and dedication, the club went 
from strength to strength. We won the Mid 
Bucks Premier League and at one stage 
went 37 games unbeaten. Sen also became 
captain of the second XI, guiding many of 
the younger players who are still at the club 
today through their first years in the game.

Thanks to the hard work of Steve 
White and Sajjad Fayyaz, many of Sen’s 
contemporaries returned to the club to 
honour his memory. No doubt he would 
have chuckled heartily to know that several 
of his old team-mates invested in new pads, 
boots and gloves and played for the first 
time in years. I’m not sure what total you 
would have got to if you added together 
the 22 players’ ages, but it would have been 
a heck of a score if each year was a run!

It was wonderful to have such a special 
focus for the day, which was supported with 
great generosity and customary affection 
by our club president, Trafford Matthews. 
We are acutely aware of the contribution 
of those who have gone before us at the 
club, and the example of people such as 
Sen sustains us as we strive to honour their 
memories by making the club the best it 
can be today and in the future. 

Simon Lister

Sen Sinniah in his pomp

Club veteran Tony Smith shapes up for the 
President’s XI, Sean Robinson watches on

Hope for our most endearing dove
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We asked 26 musicians to come and 
record two wonderful pieces of 
music by Dvorak and Stravinsky 

to promote our new orchestra. Every 
one of these players has made a career 
recording at studios such as at Abbey Road 
and performed in concert halls all over 
the world. Bringing them to our barn on 
a working farm in the heart of Cholesbury 
was going to be somewhat of a culture 
shock, despite most of them living a few 
miles away! 

We were absolutely determined to 
make this recording happen. Checking the 

Echor music 
How we turned a working 
barn into a recording studio 

long- term weather forecast for the 7th 
June became hourly routine, as the slightest 
bit of rain would be picked up by the 
microphones.

Our brilliant sound engineer Tom came 
to look at the space before the shoot and 
although we already knew that the barn 
produced a wonderful sound, it was a huge 
relief to us to know that it could also work 
very well as a recording space. 

It was difficult for us to ask our musicians 
to donate their time for free, especially 
after a very turbulent time for our industry. 
However, we talked through the project in 

detail with each player and in return were 
met with such wonderful enthusiasm and 
excitement. Within days we had formed our 
orchestra. 

On the day of the recording, Tom 
had turned up early to set up his eleven 
microphones and had made himself at 
home in his new production booth, a horse 
box. The camera crew were gearing up 
for a day of filming as the players began 
arriving, marvelling at their new studio. 

After nearly a year of planning and 
countless conversations about how 
remarkable it would be to have our very 
own Chiltern-based orchestra, I have to 
admit that when we finally played the first 
chord of the day and filled the barn with 
music, it brought tears to my eyes. 

Other notable successes on the day 
included the marvellous efforts of our 
tractor traffic warden, our makeshift 
conductor’s podium (formerly a discarded 
pallet) and last, but not least, the resident 
pigeon who behaved handsomely 
throughout! 

As for the overall result? Look for 
yourself on www.echormusic.com

Our first official Echor concert will take 
place this autumn on the 23 October. 
Further details will be announced on our 
website closer to the date.

We look forward to seeing you there!

The Echor team

Deciding if a combine harvester might be in the way is not usually something we have to 

worry about when it comes to recording classical music. However, in this case the question 

was raised and the answer was yes. Out it went along with the forklift, the huge sacks of 

fertiliser and your everyday farm equipment. It was unusual to see such a large barn empty 

and something about it was quite beautiful in its own rustic way.

Giant fungi

We see many types of fungi 
here in the Hilltops, but 
this monster spotted 

at Dundridge at the end of June, 
sprouting from an old ash tree stump, 
is the biggest I’ve seen – measuring 18 
inches across …Ed
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Having been 

Instituted and 

Collated (which 

sounds rather like a 

scene from ‘One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest’) by the Bishop of 
Buckingham, Bishop 
Alan, on 29 April 2021, 
my appointment as 

Vicar of The Lee and Rector of Hawridge with 
Cholesbury and St. Leonards is completed with 
my in-person induction by the Archdeacon 
of Buckingham, Guy Elsmore on Sunday 18 
July. Not only is my appointment a two-stage 
process (first on Zoom, then necessarily and 
legally in person) but it needed to be done 
twice! I needed to be Inducted in person 
as Vicar and Rector, given that The Lee and 
The Hilltops are two separate legal entities, 
first at St. Leonards Church (on behalf of the 
Hilltops Churches), and then at The Lee. The 
necessity of my induction is one thing (with 
all its pomp and circumstance) but what I am 
being Inducted to do is quite another.... You 
may ask.

Indeed, you have already asked. A couple 
of weeks ago Georgie and I were invited 
for drinks with the neighbours. We’d 

barely sat down and been handed a drink 
before we were asked, ‘As the new Vicar, 
what’s your remit?’.

It is a key question. My answer 
somewhat surprised our hosts... raising my 
glass of wine I said, ‘Just this’... ‘What do 
you mean, just this?’ came the reply. I went 
on to explain that my remit was becoming 
embedded in the community of which 
we are a part, sharing our lives with you 
and belonging here, in just the same way 
as I hope the church will be a part of the 
community which it serves and continue to 
establish itself and find its place in the life 

of the parishes.
My remit is to help the church and the 

community it serves to connect in a real 
and relevant way and to be available and 
receptive to the wider population, whether 
‘Church goers’ or not. That is, in a nutshell, 
my remit. For sure there is a Parish Profile 
which sets out a manifesto and there will 
be Ministerial Development Reviews which 
will guide and frame my ministry, but 
in essence I just want to be here for the 
community, to share life with you and be a 
part of the scene here.

I have an image, a painting by Egon 
Schiele, reproduced on one of my stoles 
- the ceremonial scarf worn on special 
occasions. I wore it when I was ordained 
as a Vicar and again at my Induction. The 
Image depicts a church in the midst of a 

From Revd. Chris Haywood… neighbourhood and I chose it because it 
captures graphically what my ministry is 
all about. Furthermore, the Church is a 
hospital chapel, which represents for me my 
previous career in healthcare.

It is strongly symbolic of my ministry. I 
also like the fact that on viewing it from 
distance the image is somewhat abstracted 
and indistinct. For me this captures the 
idea that the ministry of the church is in 
some respects indistinguishable from the 
community which it serves, whilst still being 
distinctive in its purpose. When viewed 
closely the church remains a strongly 
defined feature of the landscape. It is my 
hope that the image will be truly symbolic 
of my ministry in the parishes and the place 
of the church in our community.

In short, I hope in some way we can 
play our part in the life and soul of this 
community, sharing a laugh with you when 
there is a time for humour and crying with 
you when there is a time for sadness and 
grief. We want to be part of the rhythm 
of the place and we are grateful for those 
who have helped us to settle into the metre 
and tempo of life here. We already feel 
very much at home here and I hope that 
you will feel increasingly comfortable with 
us and our ministry here, over the years to 
come.

With best wishes, 
Chris Haywood

My symbolic image
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f r o m  t h e  r e g i s t e r s
Burial 

ST LEONARDS
10 June 2021 - Kenneth Hollway

 10 June 2021 - Marie Louise Hollway

Burial of ashes
HAWRIDGE

11 June 2021 - Eva Minnie Dell
ST LEONARDS

17 June 2021 - Clive Andrew Horn
25 June 2021 - Pauline Howells

C h u r C h  m a t t e r s

ChoLesBurY 

our church 
is holding 
services 

with a new rota 
that is allowing 
Rev. Chris to meet 
members of the 
four congregations under his care. The rota 
has not been foiled by Covid restrictions 

as inside the church we are distanced and 
the weather has allowed informal outdoor 
gatherings. The restoration of services was 
accompanied by the welcome reappearance 
of flower arrangers and thank you to Dorrit 
and her team, whose work always brightens 
the church. The rota also encourages shared 
services and we are delighted to see friends 
from the other parishes. 

The next step back to normality will 
be congregational singing and we look 

On Sunday morning 18 July, the Ven. Guy Elsmore, Archdeacon of Buckingham, conducted 
the service of Induction and Installation for our new Rector, Rev. Chris Haywood. This was 
a joint Parish Communion service for the Benefice of Hawridge with Cholesbury and St 
Leonards. 

It was cool at 9am in St Leonards church and the scent of summer garden flowers filled the 
air as you walked in. As social distancing was still in place, we were limited to the amount 
of people who could be there from the three Hilltop Parishes. Chris, with Georgie at his 
side, thanked the congregation for the very warm welcome and support they had received 
as he began his ministry in the Hilltop Villages.

The simple ceremony included the handing of the keys of the three churches by the 
Churchwardens to Chris and the touching of the main door of the church which symbolised 
Chris’ taking over control of the churches. It was these important acts which, fortunately, 
could not be carried out by Zoom.

The Archdeacon spoke movingly of the life of a good shepherd and it was clear to us all the 
connection between his sermon and the task that lies before Chris.

We are delighted to offer him and Georgie our total support.

forward to bringing back hymns when we 
meet in August. A major event will be on 
15 August when we celebrate St Laurence 
Day at 9am. We will serve refreshments 
afterwards if Covid guidance permits.

The annual Ride and Stride will take 
place on Saturday 11 September. This is 
the event when riders, cyclists and walkers 
have a day out visiting churches in Bucks. 
You can tour local villages or take a car 
journey to another Bucks area and walk 
between churches as the Ride and Stride 
is a fun way to visit the Chilterns. Please 
do get sponsorship as this is a fund-raising 
event organised by Bucks Historic Churches 
Trust who have contributed to Cholesbury 
in the past.  Steve Davey is the Cholesbury 
link and will provide more details nearer 
the date.

John Farmer (758715)

st LeoNarDs

on Sunday 27 
June we met 
together 

for our Breakfast 
Service – outside. 
Chris and Georgie were part 
of the congregation and Michael spoke 
compellingly on ‘Faith, Hope and Love’, 
channelling our thoughts very much onto 
Chris’ recent arrival and his future work 
among us.

The Breakfast Service on 25 July will 
hopefully have been held as normal – in 
the Church Room at 9am and in the Church 
at 9.30. It will be wonderful to be back! 
We will meet again on 22 August at the 
same time. These are short simple services 
with a mug of coffee in hand, but long on 
friendship, support and understanding of 
the concept of God’s love for us – and ours 
for him. Do come and see for yourselves!

We will keep you posted as things do 

seem to change rather rapidly.
In the absence of a Rota, please note 

details of the following two services at St 
Leonards in August…

Sunday 8 August – Parish Communion 
at 9am

Sunday 22 August – Breakfast Service at 
9am

NB - Sunday 29 August – Four Churches 
United Parish Communion at The Lee at 
10am followed by an invitation to lunch at 
the Vicarage afterwards. Chris and Georgie 
hope as many people as possible will be 
able to join them.  

Details of September services will be 
publicised as soon as possible.

Covid permitting, the Tea Parties will 
have begun again on Wednesday 28 July. 

The Ride and Stride will take place on 
Saturday 11 September. Although we do 
not have any participants this year, squash 
and biscuits will be available in the porch 
of the Church Room together with a form 
to be filled in. The church will, of course, be 
open.

During Lockdown, a number of ash trees 
had to be taken down in the churchyard as 
they were suffering from ash die-back. The 
wood was taken by a number of people 
for a donation to the Church and Robert 
Donnell, our churchwarden, kindly took 
a load up to the Vicarage to welcome the 
new Vicar! We have been warned that the 
big ash tree behind the Church Room is 
showing similar signs and we are watching 
it carefully. The old apple tree in the 
orchard area beside the car park fell down 
in one of the many gales and has been 
removed.

During the entire pandemic, the grass 
and churchyard were cut and cared for. 
This will continue more regularly now that 
services are resuming and the church will 
be open.

Robert Donnell (07962231110)
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haWriDge

the news from St 
Mary’s is the most 
positive for over a 

year. With the new Rector 
in situ and the rules 
continuing to relax, Sunday services have 
resumed. At the time of writing, numbers 
in Church are still limited by the rules on 
social distancing; the prohibition on singing 
remains and the wearing of face masks is 
compulsory. All this has made our services and 
the receiving of communion rather different. 
The indications are that, by the time you read 
this, the rules will have mostly been removed. 
Doubtless, and notwithstanding a significant 
relaxation or abolition of the rules, all 
Churches will then need carefully to consider 
how services are to be conducted as Covid 
will still be with us.  

In the meanwhile, all Parishioners 
are delighted that the Rector has now 
instituted a regular pattern of Sunday 
worship around the parishes meaning that, 
for the moment at least, St Mary’s will hold 
morning service every other week.

The Hon. Treasurer is also pleased that 
collections have resumed. Still, there is 
much ground to make up as the Parish’s 
resources have not fared well over the 
pandemic. Our Church and The Friends 
of Hawridge Church are both grateful to 
all who have, and continue, to support St 
Mary’s. It is very pleasing to report that 
the prize raffle for a Cream Tea organised 
by Janet Hopkinson for The Friends raised, 
when adding one munificent donation, 
over £900 for its purposes (readers will 
recall that the objects of The Friends are 
limited and are in essence to support our 
Church by maintaining and improving the 
fabric of the building and the churchyard). 
The weather this summer has favoured 
grass and the work of The Friends to keep 
the churchyard tidy (more challenging than 
usual) is much appreciated.

Another sign of normality returning is 
that the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, 
usually held before the end of May but 
with the deadline this year again being 
extended due to Covid, will have taken 
place, as a physical meeting, in July. At this 
meeting, the Church’s officers will have 
been elected and the accounts and other 
reports presented. Elizabeth Tomlin is again 
standing to be our Churchwarden.

St Mary’s will again be taking part in 
Ride and Stride on Saturday 11 September. 
You may remember that this is organised 
by Bucks Historic Churches Trust. The idea 
is that you are sponsored to walk/cycle/
ride between the participating churches 
choosing your own route and taking in 
as many churches as you wish. You sign 
in at each church you visit and the money 
raised will be split equally between your 
nominated Church – which we hope will be 
Hawridge - and BHCT.  For further details 
and sponsorship forms, please contact Tim 
Watts (758040) - timwatts178@btinternet.
com.

We are sorry to hear of the recent death 
of Rita Timberlake, a former member of 
our PCC, and the Parish community send 
their sympathies to her family. We can also 
report that Rosemary Bierrum, a long-
standing member of the Church (and whose 
father Edgar Taylor is commemorated with 
a recently restored bench on the Common) 
has recently moved to Folkestone to be 
close to her family.  

Tim Watts (758040)
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This is one of many fragments of 
country lore that has found its way 
into English verse. In ‘The Shepherd’s 

Week’, written in 1719, John Gay recorded 
of his character, Cloddipole, the eponymous 
shepherd… 

.......When swallows fleet soar high and 
sport in air. He told us that the welkin* 
would be clear....... (NB. Welkin = sky).

Whether this rubric is true has, over the 
years, been a matter of some contention 
amongst naturalists. Those scientists in 
support say the swallows fly at whatever 
height their insect prey is found. The 
long-held belief was that in fine weather 
insects rise uncontrollably due to localised 
thermals that start at ground level. In 
humid conditions insects have more 
difficulty flying because the moisture in the 
air condenses on their bodies, making them 
too heavy to be taken on warm air currents 
to higher altitudes. So, they can only take 
short distance low-level flights and shelter 
in vegetation. 

 The debate amongst naturalists came to 
a head when The Daily Telegraph’s Nature 
Notes columnist, Robert Burton, published 
an article recording his observations on 
swallows, martins and swifts. Unlike these 
latter two, which feed on smaller prey, 

HILLTOP NEWS NATuRE NOTES

One Swallow Does Not a 
Summer Make*

swallows, which have larger mouths, 
prefer the heavier-bodied insects, such as 
hoverflies and bluebottles. To catch these, 
swallows prefer to swoop lower down and 
will also be seen over open water taking 
newly emergent freshwater insects, such 
as mayflies. By contrast, swifts and martins 
prefer to feed at much higher levels from 
the clouds of small flies, swarms of aphids, 
flying ants and spiderlings attached to silk 
lines all driven skywards by the warm air 
currents. 

Back in 4th century BC the Greek 
natural philosophers, Pliny and Aristotle, 
concluded that swallows and their relatives 
that disappeared in winter, hibernated 
underwater, in mud, much as some 
amphibians, like toads and newts had been 
found to do. 2,200 years later Linnaeus 
(1707-78), the 18th century Swedish 
taxonomist certainly believed swallows 
hibernated. However, this theory began to 
be questioned by the burgeoning numbers 
of amateur naturalists drawn from the 
ranks of gentlemen and reverends. We 
know this from Gilbert White (1720-93), a 
curate and author of A Natural History and 
Antiquities of Selborne. 

White pioneered the importance of 
the meticulous observation of behaviour 

and recording of the natural 
world. His initial belief was 
that swallows hibernated 
somewhere local to where 
they were in summer. 
However, his subsequent 
investigations led him to 
dismiss Linnaeus’ theory 
that swallows hibernated 
underwater. He had 
observed swallows and 
martins congregating 
in trees close to water for 
which they had an affinity due to their 
natural prey. Through his meticulous 
observations, White concluded at best 
only some might lay up in a torpid state 
in river banks, caves or abandoned farm 
buildings over the winter, but most moved 
somewhere away from their summer 
homes. His brother John lived in Gibraltar 
and had seen swallows crossing the Straits. 
White did speculate that some swallows 
might travel even further afield but was 
unable to associate this long-distance travel 
to what he observed around Selborne. 
His progressive ideas led to much heated 
correspondence with his fellow naturalists 
up until the time of his death.

The debate over hibernation vs. 
migration continued throughout the 19th 
Century. It was not until 1912 that the 
mystery was finally put to rest when birds 
ringed in England were recovered in South 
Africa.

Researching the newspapers from 
the first decades of the 20th Century it 
soon becomes obvious that readers had a 
growing enthusiasm to write to their local 
paper with their wildlife observations. In 
many of the regional newspapers there 
were regular ‘Nature Notes’ sections, the 
forerunners of the previously mentioned 
one in The Daily Telegraph. With the start 
of the Great War in 1914 it seems many 
amateur naturalists were not discouraged 
when they had to swap their Norfolk 

It is still one of the most enjoyable sights of summer to see swallows sweep across our 

skies or swoop down to take insects from near the water surface.  

Unfortunately, their numbers are not what they were. Swallows are presumed to be one 

of our better indicators of forthcoming weather. Apparently, when seen flying high  

expect fine weather and when spotted low to the ground they are a portent that  

wet weather will soon be on the way.

Jackets and plus-fours for khaki 
uniforms. In the months that 

followed there started to be accounts 
from servicemen who reported 

their wildlife observations whilst 
stationed on the Western Front.

I found one such 
example in The Scotsman 
from 15 September 1917. 
It is entitled Swallows in 

the Trenches…
“While making my way 

up to the front line yesterday, 
I was much interested in a 

family of swallows that followed us for a 
considerable distance. The weather was 
cool, and a slight drizzle of rain was falling. 
We decided to leave the muddy trench and 
go overland through a wilderness of thistles 
and long grass and weeds. The swallows 
attached themselves to us immediately we 
left the trench and for a minute or two I 
could not understand the strange tameness 
of these dainty birds. They circled round 
my batman and myself, flying just about 
3½ feet from the ground, now a yard in 
front and sweeping within a foot or two 
of us. They followed until we reached the 
dugout that was our destination. Evidently 
the explanation was that, as we walked 
through the tangle of weeds, we were 
disturbing insects and the instincts of those 
pretty migrants told them how to find their 
evening meal. I have never noticed these 
birds following anybody at home, but just 
here the only vegetation is the weeds that 
cover the ground, the trees having all been 
killed by bombardment. The cold and wet 
probably kept all flying insects undercover 
of the weeds until disturbed by our 
walking. GNB.”  

*It was Aristotle who coined the phrase 
which forms the title of this article.

ChrisBrown@rayshill.com
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Enjoy the Commons – in harmony
Anyone who rides horses or walks dogs on Hawridge and Cholesbury Commons knows 

that there is always the possibility that, eventually, one will meet the other. Although the 

horses use a Permissive Horse Track, walkers are fully entitled to use this route too and 

occasionally we find the odd rogue horse-rider deciding to use the footpaths as well, so 

it is definitely not a question of “and never the twain shall meet”.  Mostly this meeting 

of horse and hound passes without incident, but equally has the potential to be a volatile 

and indeed incendiary combination!

With this in mind and with a 
horrific video doing the rounds 
on social media of a young girl on 

horseback being harassed and chased by an 
out-of-control dog, I decided to organise an 
event called ‘Don’t Frighten the Horses’ and 
this took place on 3rd July.
I am exceptionally lucky to have horse-

riding friends I can call on for this duty 
but in addition to being accomplished 
horsewomen they are also very good dog 
handlers, so they are able to read the 
situation from both perspectives.

So, Judy Bullock and Kate Ballingall 
turned up to a training venue (courtesy of 
George and Sarah Humphreys) along with 
nine dogs and their handlers for a morning 

of education and desensitization. We all 
learned a lot - and much of this is relevant 
to people without dogs too!

1.  Please, ALWAYS put your dog on a lead 
when you see or hear horses in the 
vicinity.

2.  Do NOT hide in the bushes; the horse 
will sense you even if it doesn’t see you 
and this will spook it more.

3.  Do not crouch down as you now become 
a predator to the horse. Crouching down 
with your dog is a huge ‘no-no’ – two 
predators for the price of one.

4.  Watch a horse’s body language response; 
head coming up, ears flat back or 
highly alert means this horse is NOT 

comfortable. Horses protect themselves 
from predators by running away or 
by kicking at them. They can move 
incredibly quickly for such big animals. 
They also wear metal shoes which can 
deal a fatal blow.

5.  ALWAYS let horse riders know when you 
are approaching them from behind – 
talk in your normal voice – just assume 
you are in the horse’s blind spot.

6.  Carrying a huge rucksack on your 
back gives you an alien silhouette 
-incomprehensible to a horse. Ditto a 
child on your back or front.

7.   If your dog gets completely over-excited, 
make space between yourself and the 
horse, if possible. Get to a position 
where your dog is ‘below-threshold’ and 
can compute what it is seeing. An over-
excited/fearful/aggressive dog CANNOT 
take instruction.

8.  Avoidance is not training and not always 
possible anyway. Teach your dog to 
allow horses to pass calmly – whether 
they are walking past right in front of 
you or cantering down the path at a 
distance. Start to do this by walking your 
dog ON LEAD near horses grazing in a 
field with a fence between you.

9.  If your dog is fixated, wait until it breaks 
its gaze and then reward with praise, 
a pat or a food treat. Your dog should 
learn to look to you for confirmation it is 
doing the right thing.

10.  DO NOT stroke or ‘coo’ over a barking, 
trembling, fearful dog. You are not 
helping it - you are simply implying 
the behaviour is totally justified and 
rewarding it for doing all the wrong 
things. Do not ‘feed the fear’. It is your 
job as your dog’s guardian, protector 
and leader to take control and display 
to the dog there is nothing to fear. 

We will definitely be repeating this exercise 
as it was so successful and will hopefully 

give everyone the opportunity to learn how 
we can enjoy the Commons in harmony. 
If you would like to know the date of the 
next event please contact hopkinsonjanet@
gmail.com or hilltopsdogtraining@gmail.
com 

Remember: if your dog is ‘out of control’ 
(which would undoubtedly be the case if 
it was harassing or chasing a horse) you 
can be reported. Your dog does not have 
to injure anyone - it just needs to ‘make 
someone worried that it might injure 
them’.

Under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 
(Section 3), even if no injury is caused, 
owners can still go to prison for six months, 
be fined up to £5,000, be banned from 
owning pets and have their dog destroyed.  

PLEASE educate your dog to make the 
right choices.

Janet Hopkinson

Poisons for dogs

Having recently had the very 
worrying experience of Tazzie 
eating a small bunch of grapes, 

Tony and I have been surprised at how 
many dog owners are unaware of just 
how poisonous they are to dogs.

Being unaware that I had dropped 
the aforementioned bunch, very luckily I 
saw the stalks on the floor and contacted 
the vet and took Tazzie to the Veterinary 
Hospital quickly where she had to stay 
for 48 hours on a drip as the chemicals in 
the grapes can cause permanent kidney 
damage or even death. It turned out to be 
the most expensive bunch of grapes I’ve 
ever bought! Luckily for Tazzie and us, no 
permanent damage has been done.

Also poisonous for dogs are avocados 
(all parts of them), mushrooms, onions 
and garlic. So be warned, especially if you 
have a greedy Labrador as we have!

Jenny Smith
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Thomas the village 
train and his legacy
When their children were young, local friends Tony Smith and Richard Vasey decided to 

build a little blue train and brown carriage inspired by Thomas and Annie in the ‘Thomas 

the Tank Engine’ books by the Reverend Wilbert Awdry and his son Christopher. 

Tony provided his ride-on mower as 
the engine and donated a trailer 
for the carriage. Richard built the 

frames for Thomas, which could simply be 
placed on top of the mower, and for Annie 
which fitted the trailer. The project was self 
-funded and completed in Richard’s spare 

time to provide an attraction for all the 
children of the villages. 

Thomas’s first appearance was at a Euro 
Fair held at the Cricket Ground on Saturday 
11 July 1992. This was a joint venture of the 
Cricket Club and the Commons Preservation 
Society which, as well as rides in Thomas’s 

carriage, included many other activities and 
attractions. After that Richard took Thomas 
to fetes and local events until he left the 
village in 1997. Then two local boys, Sam 
Leggett and Hans Cartmell, took over the 
looking after and running of Thomas until 
they went off to college.

Recording the life of Thomas afterwards, 
Windsor Thomas wrote, ‘In 1998 Thomas 
operations effectively ceased and the 
equipment fell into disuse and disrepair. In 
September 1998, I found Thomas in Tony 
and Wendy’s paddock looking forlorn and 
abandoned and in October of that year I 
found Annie, the carriage, lying on her side 
up at the school with her roof blown off….
and I felt compelled to do something about 
the situation.’ Windsor gained permission 
to gather up the pieces and spent a 
considerable amount of time refurbishing 
the frames and cleaning up the mower. 
New tyres were bought and the carriage 
underpinned to ensure the safety of up to 
12 small passengers. Jim Torrance, a local 
artist, made and donated a new face for 
the engine.

Windsor then took Thomas to more 
fetes from 1999 onwards where children 
were charged a small amount (10p) per 
ride. Annie held three or four children 
and an accompanying adult with Windsor 
and Paddy’s son-in-law, John Bevan, often 
driving the little engine. They had bookings 
for two or three fetes per year, including 
a Grand Fete at Hawridge and Cholesbury 
School in 2000, and at each event Thomas 
proved a very popular attraction. 

After the Bank Holiday Fete 2002, the 
23-year-old mower’s time had run and 
so Windsor and Paddy, together with a 
committee of Julie Thomas, Isobel Clark and 
Heidi Dore, set about fundraising to buy a 
suitable new engine. After discussions with 
Tim Taylor, they knew that to buy a reliable 
replacement would cost about £1000.

Their first fundraising effort was a 
Valentine Barn Dance at Bellingdon Village 
Hall in 2003. The event raised £387.32p 

and the organisers received a further £120 
in donations from villagers. This was very 
encouraging and exceeded the committee’s 
expectations and so further fundraising 
ventures were planned – a Thomas Car 
Treasure Hunt and a Musical Evening.

The Car Treasure Hunt took place 
on Sunday 18 May 2003. The route was 
planned by Julie and Isobel. Windsor ran 
the barbecue and Fiona Ogden sorted out 
the catering. Heidi ran a raffle and Windsor 
and Paddy provided prizes. 

By June 2003, Windsor had been 
contacted by George Brown’s regarding a 
ride-on mower costing £1292.50. Windsor 
thought this was perfect for the job and 
agreed to the purchase, undertaking that 
he and Paddy would make up any shortfall 
in the cost if necessary. This mower was a 
little larger than the original one and so 
the body of the frame would need to be 
extended.

The Musical Evening held at St Leonard’s 
Parish Hall featured Pieces of Eight, part 
of the Chesham-based Damon Singers, as 
well as other musicians. It was a big success 
and raised £891.29, bring their total to 
£1401.33, so they were well able to afford 
the new machine.

Further work on the modification of the 

Thomas, the original engine

Windsor with his namesake - the restored 
engine
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bodywork was required by Windsor and 
Jim Torrance helped with its decoration. 
Obviously, although Thomas was sufficiently 
similar to Thomas the Tank Engine in the 
books by Awdry to attract the children, 
he couldn’t be an exact copy otherwise it 
would have breached copyright. 

By 2004 Thomas was able to attend 
the local fairs again. However, in 2005 
when Margaret Walton wrote to the 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office to organise 
the insurance for the August Bank Holiday 
Fete, she needed to disclose the proposed 
use of Thomas for rides for the children. 
In response, the EIO wrote ‘It is essential 
that the owner of the engine and carriage 
contact their own insurers to advise of 
this particular use...to ensure that the 
appropriate cover includes liability for the 
passengers carried.’ They also required that 
all children under the age of 14 should be 
accompanied by an adult. 

For a further two years the NFU 
continued to insure Thomas for the St 
Leonard’s Fete but after that Paul Thomas, 
the treasurer of the Parish Hall, was unable 
to persuade them to continue to insure 
Thomas’s use and attempts to find another 
insurer proved fruitless. Sadly, for some 
time after that, Thomas sat in Windsor’s 
barn and when he and Paddy moved, 
Thomas was then housed at Christine 

Stott’s. After a while it became obvious that 
Thomas and Annie would be unable to visit 
our local events and a buyer was found in 
January of this year. 

Fortunately, however, Thomas’s legacy 
lingers on. The Village Train Committee 
decided to share their remaining funds with 
three local groups who work with children: 
Little Bears Playgroup, Hawridge and 
Cholesbury Cricket Club and Hawridge and 
Cholesbury Commons Preservation Society. 
Each organisation was given thoughtful 
and very useful donations…

Little Bears Playgroup: Wooden easel 
and blackboard; two Cruiser scooters; two 
Balance bikes; a wooden number puzzle; 
two threading alphabet toys; Dark Cave 
canopy and frame; Tuff tray and stand.

Cricket Club: A bowling machine and 
nets for their youngsters to practise.

HCCPS: A trail camera to record some 
of the wildlife around the area; cash to 
continue their work with the school in 
planting native flora and erecting nesting 
boxes with the school pupils as well as 
a lovely little trophy (see photo) which 
they will present to school classes for 
outstanding work to help the environment.

Thomas’s story is an inspiration. It 
demonstrates the outstanding efforts of 
local people working together to provide 
joy for the local children. It is a pity that 
Health and Safety concerns have deprived 
current children of an experience that 
brought so much pleasure to so many in 
the past. Looking at the list of activities 
held at the 1992 Fete several other activities 
would now no longer be permissible either. 
However, Thomas’s legacy will linger on for 
many years to come thanks to the Village 
Train Committee’s generous gifts.  

Many thanks to Windsor Thomas for all 
his considerable efforts in caring for and 
maintaining Thomas over the years and 
for keeping meticulous notes on Thomas’s 
history.

Lindsay Griffin
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However, hope springs eternal with 
news of the White Lion. When 
this was written in early July, a 

reopening was planned to be launched 
on 20 July. A public house trading licence 
was reissued on 8 June naming owner 
and landlady, Mandy Grimwood, as the 
responsible party.

For the benefit of readers who are 
new to the Hilltop Villages since disaster 
befell the White Lion seven years ago, 
here is all you need to know about it. 
Over the centuries, there have been 
about 20 licensed premises in our parish 
and adjoining hamlets. However, these 
dwindled down to two after the White 
Lion was purchased by a family that hoped 
to turn it into a residence, and the Rose 
and Crown owners successfully gained 
permission for alternative development. At 
this point, the community joined in whole-
hearted support of a campaign to prevent 
the change of use of the White Lion, which 
was ultimately successful.

Late Summer pub news

After an extended Public Inquiry, Mandy 
stepped in to purchase the property despite 
its severely neglected fabric in the hands of 
a succession of brewery and pub company 
owners. She has sensitively extended the 
trading area and refurbished the whole 
estate to a higher standard than it has 
ever enjoyed in more than 400 years of 
existence.

Mandy has appointed James to be the 
pub manager and Carlos to be Head Chef. 
The team was recruiting further kitchen 
and front of house staff when this was 
written. She plans to serve a good quality 
summer menu with a Mediterranean 
influence, three cask ales and a selection 
of wines by the glass. She will no doubt 
be detailing and publicising these plans 
and her trading times, etc ahead of the 
opening day. You will be able to find out 
more on the pub’s website www.whitelion.
pub, which is currently being developed 
in preparation for the opening. There are 
Facebook and Instagram accounts which 

Because there is great uncertainty surrounding 

the trading conditions they will face in the 

immediate future, there is little material 

available to report on for the three local pubs 

that have been trying valiantly to continue 

to trade and survive for the past year and a 

half.  When this report was drafted, none of 

them felt able to offer details of their plans 

for the coming two months. This is reflected 

in the absence of substantial information on 

their websites and social media pages, with the 

exception that the Full Moon website displays 

an attractive menu for dining there.

are linked on the website.
Now that we have exalted in the rebirth 

of the White Lion, be sure to remember 
that the Full Moon continues to serve the 
community as thoughtfully and diligently 
as they have throughout the pandemic, 
and the Black Horse Inn and The Old Swan 
are continuing to serve in the face of dire 
trading conditions.

Bill Ingram

Reward at last for Mandy and Kevin at the 
White Lion after all their hard work
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CurvaCeous Cook

Bacio Gelato

If you like hazelnuts and chocolate, or have ever enjoyed a Bacio di Perugina chocolate, then this is the 
gelato for you. This recipe is from my friend Letizia Mattiacci’s book, A Kitchen With a View. If you have an 
ice cream maker, then it is even easier, if not, then just freeze in a box and stir every hour or so until frozen. 

It helps to have everything straight from the fridge when you make it.

60 g chopped peeled hazelnuts.

100g dark chocolate, around 70g cocoa solids

2 heaped tbs dark cocoa powder (I use Bournville)

120g caster sugar

250 ml whipping cream, plus more to serve if you desire

200 ml full fat milk

1 tsp vanilla extract, I use the paste

In a small pan over a low heat, toast the hazelnuts with 1 tbs sugar and a pinch of salt. Roll them around 
and keep stirring to cover the nuts. Continue until the nuts caramelize to a golden brown. Takes about 5 

minutes. Spread onto non-stick paper and cool. Once cooled chop or bash with a rolling pin to produce a 
fine praline. I actually leave my bits quite big as they are my favourite part!

Meanwhile, heat the milk with the chocolate and sugar. Add the cocoa and stir to dissolve. Remove from 
the heat and stir in the cream and vanilla and refrigerate for at least an hour.

Churn in an ice cream machine until the mixture is set. Sprinkle in the praline and churn to harden further. 
Keep in the freezer until ready to serve. It does go very hard, so I always take it out of the freezer at least 10 

minutes before I want to eat it.

Letizia says to serve with cream and “absolutely no sauce”. I actually love it for a party with a simple 
chocolate sauce dribbled over the top!

This serves about 6, and I warn you, is very morish!

Another delicious summer ice cream is Delia Smith’s rhubarb crumble ice cream...the only way I actually 
enjoy rhubarb!

Lulu stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com

V V V

100 Club 
winners 

Cholesbury Village Hall

June 2021
£25 Jean Turner, Buckland Common 

£15 Janet Hopkinson, Hawridge

July 2021
£15 Joan Barnard, Cholesbury 

£15 Ann Horn, St Leonards

For membership, please contact  
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email  

jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

St Leonards Parish Hall

June 2021
£25 Brian Lake, Coppice Farm Park

£15 Sylvia Watson, Hawridge
£15 John Farmer, Cholesbury

For membership, please contact  
Richard Leat on leatrj@yahoo.co.uk  

or 01494 758784.

V V V
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the October/November edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or 
Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10 
September latest. Please note that photos 
sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 
pixels in size.

Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449  
grahamlnc@aol.com

Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700  
anne@churchcottage.eu

Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  
annhorn43@aol.com

Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  
info@michaelspark.com

Distribution 
Rosemary Pearce 758334

Printing 
Orbit Press, Chesham  01494 778053 
info@orbitpress.co.uk

Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making 
and is funded by advertising.




