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This time last year, in Hilltop News, we 

had to report that our churches would be 

closed for Christmas; services having to be 

held outside. Our pubs also were in a state 

of uncertainty and we were unable to offer 

much hope of festivities.

With fingers tightly crossed, we 
can look forward to this festive 
season with greater hope. The 

doors to all our Hilltop churches will be 
open, inside warm and welcoming, for 
Christmas services. Our local pubs will be 
offering entertainment and a Christmas 
menu up until Christmas Day, then further 
festivities from Boxing Day to New Year 
and on to Burns Night. Full details of church 
services and pub openings inside this 
issue…

Shirley and Nigel Blomfield, pillars of our 
community for almost half a century, have 
left the Hilltops for pastures new in West 
Sussex. Shirley was a founder member of 
our local WI when it was set up 41 years 
ago (she has also sent WI reports for Hilltop 
News since it began publication – and 
never missed a copy date!) and was also 
a regular helper at fetes and other local 
events. Nigel was a Parish Councillor for 
over 30 years, ten of these as Chairman. As 
a farmer, he also sent occasional reports to 
this magazine of life and changing practices 
down on the farm. Shirley and Nigel will 
be greatly missed and, on behalf of the 
Hilltop News team, I wish them both every 
happiness in this next phase of their lives…
ed.

Open for Christmas!

Front cover…A seasonal 
illustration by  
Michael Spark

Also in this issue
• Thelma Felstead remembered
• A special Nordic night down Rays Hill
• Ancient puddings on the Common
• Support your local shop

Plus, our regular features…
Chris Brown, looks at the folly of 
introducing alien species.
For those not needing, or unable get, a 
turkey for Christmas, our Curvaceous Cook 
serves up a chicken treat.
…and full reports from 
our churches, school, 
pubs, councils, clubs and 
societies.

The St Leonards cockerel weathervane has 
been removed, repaired and re-gilded thanks 
to a generous legacy from Michael Paton, who 
worshipped regularly at St Leonards 
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Complaint letter to Thames Water
At the September meeting, councillors 
discussed the significant problems that have 
been happening in the parish with leaks 
and low water pressure and a repeated 
burst water main. Councillor Chris Brown 
has sent a letter of complaint to the 
Chairman of Thames Water and the Parish 
Council hopes it will receive a response in 
the near future.

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
During 2022 there will be year-long 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations throughout 
the United Kingdom, the Commonwealth 
and around the world as communities 
come together to celebrate The Queen’s 
historic reign. More information can be 
found through the link: https://www.royal.
uk/platinum-jubilee-central-weekend. The 
parish council would be interested to hear 
from any groups/businesses/organisations 
that are planning events for the Jubilee as 
some support may be available. 

Cholesbury Camp tree work 
The Parish Council has been  advised by the 
Lottery-funded Beacons of the Past project 
(hosted by the Chilterns Conservation 
Board, who are working landowners of 
Cholesbury Camp) that a survey of the trees 
around the hillfort has identified a number 
that will need some urgent attention over 
the next few months to remove deceased or 
damaged limbs. In the case of four or five 
trees the extent of disease is so severe that 
consideration needs to be given, for safety 
reasons, to fell these trees. It is understood 
that a plan of action is being put together 
for all the tree work identified during 
November and December.

Planning application 
The Parish Council has been given advanced 
notification of a planning application 
to install a telecommunications base 

station, including a 24m slimline lattice 
tower, for O2 mobile and smart meter 
coverage. The location identified by the 
applicant is on the Cholesbury Reservoir 
site, which is reached from Jenkins Lane, 
St Leonards. When the Parish Council is 
formally consulted on the application by 
the Buckinghamshire Council Planning 
Department, the Parish Council will 
consider it at an appropriate meeting. The 
timescale for this application is currently 
unknown but could be possibly December 
2021 or January 2022. In the meantime, 
if you have any questions on this matter, 
please contact the Parish Council.

Thank you Nigel 
Many of you will know that Nigel and 
Shirley Blomfield have recently moved 
to Sussex. Nigel was a parish councillor 
for over 30 years and was our Chairman 
for ten of these. On behalf of fellow 
councillors and everybody in the parish 
we wish to express our thanks to Nigel for 
his conscientious and tireless contribution 
to the work of the parish council. Nigel’s 
expertise, scrutiny and care for the 
community we live in will be very much 
missed. We wish Nigel and Shirley our very 
best wishes in their new home.

Vacancies on the Parish Council 
We are actively seeking members of the 
community to join the parish council and 
from January 2022 will have three vacancies. 
Could you volunteer some time, energy and 
expertise to find practical solutions and get 
things done for your community? Parish 
councillors represent residents’ views and 
press for improvements to Buckinghamshire 
Council’s services, such as roads, planning 
decisions and enforcement, refuse 
collection, protection of our environment. 
Meetings are also held with police, 
health and fire services and voluntary 
organisations. If you are interested, please 
contact the Parish Clerk or come along to 
the Parish Council meeting.

Your Parish Councillors are:

Chris Brown (Chairman) -758890 

Bill Ingram (Vice-Chairman) -758258 

Philip Matthews - 758205 

Graham Kersting - 758319 

Buckinghamshire Councillors:

Patricia Birchley - 07714 704017 

Jane MacBean - 07812 177794

Mohammad Fayyaz – 0777 202 7829

Buckinghamshire Council:

Contact number:  0300 131 6000

Meetings 
The Parish Council will continue to hold 
meetings virtually for the foreseeable 
future and have moved the start time to 
6pm. A reminder that the PC does not hold 
a meeting in December, so below you will 
find the meetings dates for early 2022. If 
you would like to attend a meeting, please 
contact the clerk and a link to join will be 
sent to you. 
• Monday 31 January 2022
• Monday 28 February 2022
• Monday 28 March 2022

Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk, 07704-909324  
Email: parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com
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As Freddie Mercury once sang – ‘get 
on your bike and ride’ (ding, ding). 
And that’s what we at Hawridge & 

Cholesbury did on 18 September for the 
inaugural Ride with Confidence school 
fundraiser. And what a day it was. During 
a fortnight of grey and wet autumnal days, 
the sun shone down on us like we were 
about some righteous pursuit. The course 
had been set – along Cholesbury Lane, up 
Bottom Road, bit of off-roading to connect 
with Shire Lane, then up Cholesbury Road 
to create a 10km loop back to school. 
10km? I hear you ask. That’s 6.2 miles. 
Surely you can’t expect kids to ride that 
far. We do, they did, and they loved it. Hi 
Viz was worn, bikes were fettled – thank 
you Chiltern Velo – and everyone had fun 
and stayed safe. The event returned just 
under £1,000 for the school. Thank you to 
everyone involved, including motorists on 
the road that day who gave us plenty of 
space to ride. A special shout out to Owen 
Vloothius, who had the idea and drive to 
follow through on it, and Katrin Gajia of 
the PSA, who made sure we were all where 
we needed to be when we needed to be 
there. We hope to run the event again next 
year.

Talking of fundraising - this time last 
year staff, children and parents were 
braving the cold and squelchy mud to walk, 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL
run and swim the distance between H&C 
and Bethlehem to arrive before the baby 
Jesus (well 2020 years after the baby Jesus, 
but you know what I mean). This was to 
raise cash for a new classroom outside the 
main building. Well, that initiative raised 
an astonishing £12,000. Although this falls 
short of the cost of the intended building, 
the school has been offered alternatives 
while the remaining funds are secured. 
The alternatives include a rather splendid 
Humanitarian Shelter that is made from a 
variety of woods and textures that blend 
into a rural environment and is assembled 
from flatpack. And a ‘posh portacabin’ - 
portacabin in shape, but clad in attractive 
timber with large picture windows to bring 
the outside in. To achieve this vital extra 
space, the school needs help with/advice on 
planning, haulage, building and general 
manpower. Please contact the school if you 
can help.

As Noddy Holder screams every year 
in every pub, shop and café you go in for 
what seems like months - but at least it 
keeps Noddy in stretch limos and beard oil 
- ‘it’s Chriiiiiisssssttttttmmmmmaaaaassss!’ 
And because it is the time that Noddy is 
screaming that on a loop into our brain-
gaps, the kids are getting excited and the 
school is encouraging them. Roll on the 
Key Stage 2 carol service, the Key Stage 
1 nativity play and staff roaming the 
community, foraging for foliage with which 
to weave Christmas wreathes. Beware 
teachers brandishing secateurs!

That’s it for this year. All the best to the 
Hilltop Massiv for 2022.

Rob Scott

THE COUNTY COUNCIL
This autumn has 

been exceptionally 

busy in Chiltern 

Ridges with many 

HS2 meetings 

to discuss the 

Missenden and 

Chesham vent shafts 

and the north tunnel 

portal. Journey 

times on A413 have 

been very much affected by the closure 

of Rocky Lane and other roads at The Lee; 

the eviction of the protestors from their 

tunnel and road resurfacing on the dual 

carriageway into Amersham adjacent to 

the HS2 site. Cllr Jane MacBean and I have 

attended numerous meetings with the 

contractor Align and HS2. The Council has 

now issued judicial review proceedings 

against six planning inspector review 

decisions, which includes sites in the 

Chilterns AONB. 

Chesham Community Board has 
been asking people to nominate 
new projects such as upgrading 

playgrounds, school libraries and improving 
rights of way. We are now looking for 
unsung heroes who have gone beyond the 
call of duty by helping others, caring for 
the environment or generally making a 
difference. We have until January to submit 
these applications.
 
The Council has worked on the Bus Service 
Improvement Plan to see how we can 
make public transport more relevant in 
the county. Bucks Business First invited 
local businesses to attend a Tech Summit at 
Silverstone on 23 November. 
The opening of the £36 million Chilterns 

Lifestyle Centre took place in Amersham on 
15 November with swimming and diving 
pools, a new gym, cycling studio, luxury 
spa and treatment rooms and much more 
besides! 

Bucks History Festival runs for a month. 
Events organised by the County Archives 
include podcasts about furniture making 
in High Wycombe, A House Through Time 
and how to research your own home. Go 
to https://histfestbucks.co.uk.
 
Jane MacBean and I have been out and 
about in the Parish with the new Local 
Area Technician, Wayne Fabian. Wayne 
knows the area well and first impressions 
are that he is pro-active and keen to make 
improvements. We have also complained 
bitterly about the state of The Vale up to 
Rays Hill which was top-dressed in 2019 
and has deteriorated despite the contractor 
making repairs last summer. We are 
exploring ways of asking Thames Water 
to resurface Pound Lane following the 
flooding as a gesture of goodwill.
 
May I wish you all a very Happy Christmas 
and New Year and hope to see many of you 
before Christmas or at the meet on Boxing 
Day!

Cllr Patricia Birchley 
Chiltern Ridges Division, Buckinghamshire 
Council 
Patricia.Birchley@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
07714 704017
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flowers and veggies to try for in 2022. The 
Bulbourne Garden Centre has an excellent 
selection of seeds and bulbs. Also, it is a 
good place to find presents for gardening 
friends.

The Hort.Soc Committee have been 
planning the schedule for the Show in 2022 
and it will be ready to download after the 
AGM from our website. Subscriptions are 
due now if not paid at the Show. Contact 
Diana Garner on 758347.

So Happy Christmas and good gardening 
in 2022.

Liz Firth

CHOLESBURY CUM ST LEONARDS HORT SOC

As I write, we have just had the first frost. 

This is a timely reminder to look around 

the garden for any pots that have flowers 

still blooming, such as pelargoniums or 

fuchsias. Increasingly, our winters in the 

Hilltops are not as vicious now. However, 

to save these favourites move them into a 

frost-free greenhouse if possible.   

As some of you may know, I have a 
passion for the scented leaf varieties 
of pelargoniums and they are 

much tougher than the popular bedding 
‘geraniums’ which do not survive the 
cold and wet conditions. They need to be 
brought inside until the end of April and 
will continue to flourish if you have a sunny 
windowsill. Both varieties are among the 
easiest plants to raise from cuttings. With 
winter fast approaching, I have moved 
my cuttings and other treasures into our 
small front porch - you can just about get 
through the front door!

The damp, wet autumn has kept plants 
growing but perennials such as Michaelmas 
daisies need cutting back and added to the 
compost with ever falling leaves. Continue 
to tidy up flowerbeds and keep weeding. 
Hostas should be trimmed of their fleshy 
leaves. Cut back the larger old leaves of 
hellebores, as the flower buds start to 
appear from February.

It is still not too late to plant tulips 
which I think look best in large pots. If 
you have been given flowering hyacinths 
over Christmas, once they have bloomed 
let them dry off and plant out later in the 
garden and they will flower next year. They 
increase over the years and add interest to 
the borders early in the year.

Bulbs make welcome Christmas presents, 

many of which flower in April and May. I 
recommend alliums in their many varieties. I 
planted seven Purple Sensations many years 
ago and now have over a 100 and they 
cover the gap after daffodils have finished 
flowering before the herbaceous perennials 
romp away.

Snowdrops are a must for every garden 
as they are the first to flower. There are 
so many varieties to choose from but my 
favourite is galanthus nivalis. This variety 
spreads very quickly and is a joy to behold.  
Also, once established it transplants 
very well if you dig up ‘in the green’. 
Snowdrops are woodland plants and this 
is where they look their best as heralds 
of Spring. There are many places to visit 
locally to see carpets of them in February - 
often in churchyards. Further away in the 
Oxfordshire Chilterns try to visit St Botolphs 
church tucked down a lane in Swyncombe 
where the Churchyard and surrounding 
hedges are just full of snowdrops. This is 
also a good starting point for winter walks 
with wonderful views towards Ewelme.

In the winter months the gardener needs 
to attend to ‘Horticultural Housekeeping’…

Wash flowerpots and seed trays before 
storing them away.

Check mowers and get them serviced 
before Spring.

Clean and/or sharpen tools.
Mulch roses. Turn compost heaps and 

cover with old carpet to promote heat.
Clean greenhouse ready for spring 

sowings.
Water sparingly half-hardy plants such 

as fuchsias or salvias overwintering in 
greenhouse.

Sow sweet peas and broad beans in 
January under glass to plant out in March.

So, curl up by the fire and browse 
the seed catalogues to decide which 

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions

01442 890184
07909 542149

annmalvern@sky.com

Supporting Macmillan

The nationwide coffee morning on Friday 24 September was the 
Macmillan Trust’s biggest fundraising event for people facing cancer. 
Shelagh England hosted a local event in her garden in Little Twye and 

showed what a generous, supportive community we are. On a warm, sunny 
day £460 was raised for the charity, helped by donations of cakes and other 
goodies and bric-a-brac. 
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
AGM
The AGM is to be held on Thursday 2nd 
December (not 6th as stated in the previous 
Hilltop News) and we expect that, as a 
result of the motion to change the date 
of future AGMs to the spring, this will 
be our last AGM to be held in the winter 
months. We hope, therefore, that more 
people will come to take part in the 
better weather and lighter evenings. Our 
financial year will continue to run from 
November to October and, as always, our 
Treasurer’s report will be on our website 
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org from 
December for public scrutiny. The Draft 
Minutes of the meeting will also be posted 
on the website as soon as possible after the 
meeting and a report will be found in the 
next edition of Hilltop News.

For the twelfth year in a row the 
Committee is recommending that 
subscriptions remain at £10 for an 
individual or £20 for a family. I hope that 
you will all agree that this is probably 
the best value for your money spent 
throughout the year!

 On a recent visit to the Commons, Neil 
Jackson of Chilterns Conservation Board, 
who used to advise us and who returned 
to the Commons after about 20 years, 
told us that our Commons were the best 
managed small Commons that he has 

visited. Obviously, we will be trying hard to 
keep them that way. So far, we have been 
able to cover the costs of the high standard 
of maintenance of the Commons provided 
by James Jolliffe thanks to subscriptions, 
donations and fundraising. At some stage 
in the future we may need to raise our 
income to meet general maintenance but 
this has not been necessary so far. When 
the looming costs of dealing with ash 
die-back become apparent we hope to be 
able to support Christine in dealing with 
this problem by some other community 
initiatives.

Subscriptions
These became due at the beginning of 
November.
Ways to pay: We are very grateful to all 
those of you who choose to pay by PayPal 
or by Direct Debit. It is easy to pay by either 
of these methods on our website under 
HCCPS Membership. Alternatively, you can 
pay by Bank Transfer: Account Number: 
50458015, Sort Code: 20-02-06, Reference: 
Subs + Payer’s name. Cash or Cheques 
(made payable to HCCPS) may be sent to 
Philip Prettejohn, Barncroft, Vale Farm, 
Hawridge, Chesham HP5 2UG.

Support
It is also very heartening to see that there 
are many in the local community who 
continue to help in a variety of ways and 
our grateful thanks to each of you…

Calendars: Our ever-popular Hilltop 
Villages Calendar is now on sale and is a 
major source of our income. This year we 
have been sent a large number of really 
beautiful images from local photographers 
(see inside front cover) and our apologies 
to anyone who didn’t make the calendar. 
However, we may still be able to use 
your images on cards or on the website, 
so please keep sending them. What is 

particularly pleasing is that 
each year we have images 
sent from people who have 
not previously contributed 
and they provide a fresh 
perspective on life around 
here, which helps keep 
variety in the calendar.

Calendar design:  Despite 
having moved away from 
Heath End to Cornwall 8 or 
9 years ago, Susie Bell has 
again designed the calendar 
at no cost to us. On being 
thanked for the enormous 
part she continues to play in boosting our 
funds Susie wrote “I love being involved 
and seeing the photos as I miss the Hilltop 
countryside hugely, even though Cornwall 
is just as lovely - and it has the sea to boot! 
I am very proud of continuing to help 
the HCCPS in my own small way as I was 
a regular and very grateful user of the 
Commons when I lived there and I owe 
them a lot in return.”

Orbitpress: have continued to print our 
calendars and cards very efficiently at very 
reasonable rates. They are always prepared 
to go the extra mile for us and are a 
pleasure to work with.  

Sponsors: The following local businesses 
and groups have again kindly helped with 
the printing costs, many of them since our 
first sponsored calendar in 2014 – WE Black, 
Chiltern Motors, Chiltern Velo, Cholesbury-
cum-St Leonards Horticultural Society, 
Christmas Tree Farm, George Brown’s, Full 
Moon Pub, HG Matthews, James Jolliffe, 
MT Loos, Orbitpress, Philip Matthews, 
St John’s Vet’s practice. Their generosity 
means that approximately 130 calendars are 
generally sold entirely for profit which can 
then be spent on Commons maintenance.

Where to buy: Calendars (£10 each + 
£1 for a sturdy envelope) and cards will 
be on sale at the AGM and at the local 
Art Exhibition and Fair at Cholesbury 
Village Hall on Saturday 4th December 

from 10am to 5pm. They are also available 
from Chiltern Motors, from Committee 
Members and from Lindsay Griffin (758440) 
or lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk. A limited 
number of fruit cakes, £15 each (ready 
to ice as Christmas cakes), will also be 
available. Please contact Lindsay to order.

We have a wide variety of beautiful 
cards, blank for your own message (£1.25 
each or 5 for £5) which are suitable for 
many occasions. See examples on our 
website.

Bulb planting
Our thanks to the members of the School 
Council and their teacher assistants for their 
help in planting more native daffodils and 
fritillary bulbs opposite the school and to 
our DofE candidate Sophie Brown as well as 
the adult volunteers who have helped with 
this task in other areas. We look forward 
to seeing the fruits of their labours in the 
spring.

Boxing Day Hunt
At this time of year, we tend to get a 
number of emails in protest of the Hunt. 
Many of these are written in the mistaken 
belief that hunting occurs on our Commons. 
This is certainly not the case. Whilst they 
are permitted to assemble on the Common 

Planting for spring
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opposite the Full Moon, as soon as they 
leave for the Hunt they wheel off onto 
the road and do not ride or hunt on the 
Commons. Obviously, hunting remains 
highly controversial. Many members of our 
local community enjoy the spectacle and 
local organisations benefit from the extra 
trade. However, there is also considerable 
opposition from others in the community. 
The Master of the Hunt is well aware that 
as guests of our Commons they need to 
respect the laws of the land and to abide by 
our Commons Bye-Laws.

Thomas Trophy
We expect to present the little trophy 
to Year 6 for their pictures of animals 
found on Hawridge Common which were 
submitted to the Horticultural Society Show 
in September. Some examples of their work 
make a charming collage in the September 

month of the Calendar. 
This award has been delayed since 

the school has not been able to hold full 
assemblies because of covid restrictions. 
The trophy will be awarded to year groups 
or individuals for their outstanding work 
on environmental issues at different times 
throughout the year.

Lindsay Griffin

Budding artists help adorn the HCCPS calendar
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

In September, the WI were delighted 
to convene again at long last in the 
Parish Hall after 18 months of ‘Virtual 

Meetings’, albeit socially distanced and with 
all the doors open. One of our members, 
Liz Firth, demonstrated casual flower 
arrangements, made from foliage and 
flowers from garden and hedgerow.

Our Annual Meeting took place in 
October, as usual, when the committee 
and officers agreed to stand again for 
another year but also encouraged members 
to volunteer and to join in activities. 
Light relief followed by the screening 
of one of the old Cholesbury Drama 
Group pantomimes, when some members 
recognised their younger selves and even 
in some cases their children, who are now 
parents themselves! 

In November we shall be welcoming 
Terri Baker, who took part in the Atlantic 
leg of a round-the-world sailing expedition 
and our Christmas meeting will be a social 
event. 

Let’s hope that next year is more normal 
and that we can look forward to the varied 
speakers we have arranged, starting with 
David Dennis on 17 January to tell us about 
his visit to the Antarctic with ‘Antarctic 
Landscape, History and Wildlife’. On 21 
February Cate Bowley will talk us through 
‘From a jet engine to a landscape’.

This branch of the WI began 41 years 
ago and Shirley Blomfield was one of the 
founder members. Over the years Shirley 
has undertaken many roles and tasks, some 
of them quietly in the background making 
a valuable contribution to the running of 
the institute. Now that she and Nigel have 
decided to leave the area to live near one 
of their sons and their daughter, Shirley 
will be sadly missed, but of course we wish 
them all the very best for this exciting new 
phase in their life.

Hilary Sheppard

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

Online services 
and apps mean 
increasingly long lists 

of passwords to remember. 
If instead the same password 
is used across multiple accounts, or you 
create simple passwords which can be easily 
guessed by hackers, you can leave your 
data, devices and money at risk. The UK’s 
National Cyber Security Centre analysed 
passwords leaked in data breaches and 
found that more than 23 million users 
worldwide used 123456 as a password. For 
more of the government’s latest advice on 
how to stay secure online, visit the Cyber 
Aware website: https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/
cyberaware.

A pilot scheme has been set up where 
you can call 159 if you think someone in 
a telephone call is trying to trick you into 
handing over money or personal details. It 
works in the same way as 101 for the police 
or 111 for the NHS. Search “159 Stop Scams 
UK” for more detailed information.  

between people and nature 
Speaker Adam Smith is a lecturer 
specialising in architectural and landscape 
history. He gave an excellent talk last May 
on Tring Park.

The countryside which surrounds us 
has been created over millennia by a 
combination of nature and people. This talk 
highlights some of the clues which show 
how the landscapes around us have been 
created by this interaction. 

Looking ahead to our meeting on 4th 
February at 7.30pm… 
Our speaker is Will Phillips, who is a curator 
at the Buckinghamshire County Museum. 
He returns following an enthralling talk last 
season on the life of Arthur Liberty.

The Subscriptions for Membership of the 
Local History Group for 2021-22 is £10, for 
which you can attend all our meetings and 
receive the annual Newsletter. To attend an 
individual meeting the entrance fee is £4.

To attend any one of these meetings, for 
further information on the entrance fee 
and instructions please contact Richard Leat 
on 01494 758784 or email: leatrj@yahoo.
co.uk

Chris Brown

LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP
This season’s programme 

of talks continues in 

December. For the time 

being all meetings will 

continue to take place by 

video conference…

On Friday 3rd December at 7.30pm   
Mediaeval stonemasons 
Speaker James Wright is a freelance 
archaeological and academic historian 
at Nottingham University. He started 
his professional career as a stonemason, 
working on many historic buildings. 

During the mediaeval period there was 
not the same distinction as today between 
the experienced and highly regarded 
stonemason and that of architect.

On Friday 7th January at 7.30pm we start 
2022 with…  
Thinking about landscape -The interaction 
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When West Indian cricketing 
legend, Clive Lloyd, arrived 
in the north of England from 

the Caribbean in 1967, he nearly turned 
straight back up the aircraft steps having 
taken one look at the weather. He had 
been signed to play for Haslingden in 
the Lancashire League, which had a long 
tradition of paying for the best overseas 
players to be stars at their clubs. In 1934, 
Haslingden paid £500 to get the Jamaican 
George Headley in the side. It was a huge 
sum. The well-paid town clerk earned the 
same figure in a year. More than 20,000 
people came and watched Headley play in 
Saturday matches. 

In 1967, Clive was billeted in a large 
two-storey pub opposite the ground called 
The Woolpack Inn. From the middle of 
the square, batting at the southern end, 
Clive could see his bedroom window over 
the midwicket boundary. I remember him 
saying that even by local standards, the 
weather that year was often dreadful. The 
westerlies flew over the top of the moors 
and in the livestock auction at the northern 
end of the ground, the sodden animals 
steamed; cattle on Thursdays, sheep on one 
or two other days of the week. When he 

could get outside, Clive kept fit by skipping 
in the back yard, using a rope which 
belonged to the landlord’s grandson.

“I was so bloody cold,” he told me. “The 
landlady gave me an electric blanket, and 
I would plug it in and leave it on day and 
night. When she found out, she ticked me 
off, ‘You can’t do that’, she said, ‘you could 
get fatally electrocuted.’ ‘At least I’d be 
warm when I met my Maker,’ I said to her.”

Fortunately, the sun did shine brightly 
towards the end of September when we 
did something new at the club. We held 
the first ever Hawridge & Cholesbury CC 
girls’ cricket festival. It was pointed out 
to the girls when they gathered around 
the pavilion that they were making a bit 
of history: cricket had been played on the 
common since 1885, but to the very best 
of our knowledge, there had never been a 
girls’ cricket festival here before – so they 
were all pioneers! 

It was a great sight. We had 60 Year 
5 and 6 pupils from two local schools – 
Hawridge and Cholesbury of course - and 
Our Lady’s from Chesham Bois, who arrived 
changed and ready to go on their school 
bus. The club had been given a generous 

grant by the England and Wales Cricket 
Board and we had expert help from three 
wonderful young coaches led by Hannah 
from the Buckinghamshire Cricket Board. 
The girls were a credit to their schools 
and from the look of it they were having 
a great time. The morning and afternoon 
sessions were divided up into a bit of 
technical practice and lots of games. 
Possibly the thing they will all remember 
most, given the volume of cheering that 
greeted its arrival, was the wagon that 
served them all a wood-fired pizza for 
lunch, cooked on the spot.

We were delighted to host the day and 
sincerely hope that the festival will become 
a tradition at the club. But we don’t want 
our commitment to girls’ cricket to be just 
a once-a-year-event. We are determined 
to create a welcoming environment where 
girls can play and socialise regularly on the 
common, because all the figures suggest 
that there is no shortage of interest from 
girls in the sport. But it’s up to us to make it 
work. We want girls in the villages to know 
that cricket at Hawridge & Cholesbury is a 
genuine option for them in the seasons to 
come. 

Simon Lister

HAWRIDGE &  
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB
For the club cricketer, November is the cruellest month. The warm 

memories of the previous season are beginning to fade, the start 

of the new season is an inconceivable distance away, the prospect 

of new year nets offers little comfort and the weather is terrible. 

As I write, the rain is falling in spiteful gusts, leaves are bidding 

a hasty farewell to their branches and the sun has gone missing. 

We would expect nothing less of course. But imagine if you’d 

pitched up here as a young cricketer in such conditions for the 

first time!
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A seasonal quiz
1. Which King of England was crowned on Christmas Day?

2. What is traditionally hidden inside a Christmas pudding?

3. Which country began the tradition of putting up a Christmas tree?

4. Which Christmas tradition was started by servants in Victorian Britain?

5. Who served up figgy pudding in Dickens’ A Christmas Carol?

6. In the song Twelve Days of Christmas, what is given on the 7th day?

7. Which world leader celebrates a birthday on Christmas Day?

8. To which country is the poinsettia native?

9. In which ocean is Christmas Island?

10. Which iconic poet wrote Auld Lang Syne?

And, if you’re in the mood…

11. What do snowmen do at weekends?

12. Why did nobody bid for Dancer and Prancer at the auction?

13. Who hides in the bakery at Christmas?

14. What did Santa ask Mrs Claus about the weather?

Answers on page 41
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Support your local shop

But, you may say, the Hilltop Villages 
do not have a village shop. Well, 
that may be correct but there is a 

local village shop and café just around the 
corner in Wigginton and it is much closer to 
many of us than the supermarkets in Tring, 
Berkhamsted and Chesham. Furthermore, 
unlike the supermarkets, Wigginton shop 
is owned by the community and run for 
the benefit of the community under The 
Cooperative and Community Benefit 
Societies Act 2014. That community is not 
limited to Wigginton itself. It includes the 
Hilltop Villages.

Having opened on 1st December 2018, 
the shop has just reached its third birthday. 
The past 20 months have not been easy, 
with the café operations being restricted 
from time-to-time by lockdown, but 
the shop has kept going, thanks to the 
dedication of the manager, Sally Clarke, 
and her team of deputies and volunteers. 
Community shops always need volunteers 
to function in a competitive marketplace. 
Wigginton shop is no exception. It is the 
volunteers who make the place special.

In June this year I was asked to join the 
shop’s management committee. At my 

One of the few pleasures of lockdown was walking with the dogs across the fields to 

the village shop, buying locally produced groceries, having a coffee and then wandering 

slowly home.

first meeting I realised that I had little idea 
about how the shop was run day-to-day 
and that I would have to volunteer if I was 
going to make any significant contribution. 
Sarah soon joined me as a volunteer and 
we now spend three hours most weeks 
helping in the café, sorting incoming stock 
and even manning the till. We have met 
old acquaintances we had not seen for 
years and have made new friends. Many 
of the customers are regulars, but perhaps 
the biggest buzz comes from visitors who 
say that they are amazed to find such a 
wonderful facility tucked away on the 
corner of Wigginton sports ground. 

So, next time you want to meet a friend 
for coffee and cake, need a few groceries 
or a bottle of wine, please drop in and 
say hello. There is also a good range 
of interesting gifts and cards painted 
by local artists. Parking is free and the 
new playground will keep the children 
entertained. 

Even better, if you have a few hours 
to spare and would like to help, please 
contact Sally Clarke by email on manager@
wiggintonshop.org.uk or go to the website 
http://wiggintonshop.org.uk/ .

Stephen Tricks
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For Christians, the incarnation shows 
that Jesus was fully God and fully 
human. It is an essential part of our 

faith, which we principally celebrate at 
Christmas and in many ways it forms the 
basis of Christianity. It is why at Christmas, 
Jesus is often referred to and named 
‘Emmanuel’, which means ‘God with us’. 
God makes himself available and accessible 
to us, as a vulnerable baby, through the 
life and ministry of Jesus and supremely 
through his death and resurrection. Our 
God is a God who willingly involves himself 
in our lives and makes himself available and 
accessible to us. 

Our Christmas services seek to do the 
same. Certainly, we want them to be 
approachable and accessible and we hope 
that they will make known the Christian 
hope of Christmas, that in the good times 
and not so good times, God is with us. This 
Christmas, more than previous Christmases 
(after the lockdown of last year), we most 
of all want them to be a celebration and 
to reflect the Christmas traditions of these 
parishes. 

I trust that the range of services that 
we have scheduled will provide ample 
opportunity for you to be a part of the 
Churches and Communities Christmas 
Celebrations in all its fullness. Whether at 

a traditional Candlelit Carol Service, Open 
Air Community Carols, a family friendly Crib 
Service or a Midnight Mass, you are most 
welcome to join us. We invite you most 
warmly to come and encounter God with 
us this Christmas and begin a journey into 
a deeper engagement with the God who 
took on human flesh and made his dwelling 
among us.  

Georgie and I would also like to convey 
our own best wishes, wishing you all peace 
and joy this Christmas and renewed hope 
for the New Year. Happy Christmas.

 
May the joy of the angels,

the eagerness of the shepherds,

the perseverance of the wise men,

the obedience of Joseph and Mary,

and the peace of the Christ child

be yours this Christmas;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen

From Revd. Chris Haywood…

I’ve written before about how being available and  

present with the community we serve is important to 

me. Such an approach to ministry is known as  

Incarnational ministry. It takes its name from the  

truth we celebrate at Christmas – The Incarnation.  

The Incarnation is the Christian belief that God  

took human form by becoming Jesus.  

Incarnation literally means ‘to take on flesh’. 
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F R O M  T H E  R E G I S T E R S
HAWRIDGE

Burial of Ashes
7 October 2021 - Ronald Mervyn How

C H U R C H  M A T T E R SC H U R C H  M A T T E R S

CHOLESBURY CHOLESBURY 

HHarvest was 
celebrated 
jointly with 

Hawridge this year 
and whilst our 
festival thanked 
God for the fruits 
of nature we also remembered those less 
well off. We did not hold our traditional 
Supper and Auction due to lingering 
Covid uncertainty and instead decided to 
support the Chiltern Food Bank and many 
parishioners showed great generosity in 
their gifts brought to church. We took 
the donations to Chesham and I was 
impressed with the organisation. The 
backroom is fitted out as a sorting area 
and four volunteers were busy during my 
visit continuing the work that last year 
provided 49,000 meals. They weighed our 
donations and told us that 102.5 kg was 
delivered – great! Thank you very much to 
the many parishioners who contributed. 
The collection from the Harvest Auction is 
usually sent to Save-a-Cow and this year we 
gave £100.

The Church of England recognises the 
Climate Emergency and is committed to 
greater care for the environment. So, on 
Saturday 30 October the Church asked 
cathedrals and churches throughout the 
country to ring their bells for 30 minutes 

to focus attention on COP26 that opened 
the next day. Nine volunteers turned up 
at St Laurence and beginners were taught 
the technique for our single bell. The two 
children learnt quickly!

The next day was a fifth Sunday when 
all four churches worship together and 
Cholesbury were hosts. Despite a wet 
and windy morning there were people 
from all four parishes and we welcomed 
a guest speaker, Jackie Davies, who heads 
up the Diocese of Oxford environmental 
programme. Jackie spoke of the church’s 
commitment and how small steps can make 
a difference. There are over 800 churches 
in Oxford Diocese that will have an energy 
audit.  Fortunately for us our use of 
electricity for heating is good practice but 
we can’t put solar panels on the roof of our 
listed building! 

Remembrance Sunday was observed at 
Hawridge this year on 14 November. The 
names of all those from the Hilltop Villages 
who died in two World Wars were read out 
and remembered.

Christmas celebrations will be shared 
between the four churches and Cholesbury 
will hold our traditional Candlelit Carols at 
5pm on Sunday 19 December. There will be 
seven readings, ten carols, mulled wine and 
mince pies. Do join us!

ST LEONARDSST LEONARDS

AAs you can 
see, the St 
Leonards 

cockerel 
weathervane is crowing 
once again! Thanks to a most generous 
legacy from Michael Paton, who worshiped 
so faithfully with us for many years and was 
an ardent follower of the Breakfast Service, 
we were able to remove the cockerel, clean 
and re-gild it, add the letters indicating the 
wind direction and make it turn correctly 
again. Lynne Priest masterminded this 
work which included scaffolders and the 
knowledge and artistry of John Armistead, 
photographers and the interest of the 
public in general. It is now restored to its 
former glory – hopefully for many years to 
come. We are most grateful to Lynne.

The church was filled with people and 
Harvest gifts on 3 October. It was lovely 
to see the church decorated and much 

appreciated by Chris who had never seen it 
like this before! Supper, although limited 
in numbers due to Covid restrictions, was a 
jolly affair with a delicious lasagne followed 
by home-made puddings. Alanah and Lynne 
were in charge and the Hall looked pretty 
and inviting as we all came in. The auction 
made a wonderful profit of £711.

Breakfast is back on track! Thirty-two 
people (plus two dogs) made up the 
congregation on Sunday 24 October and 
the service was described afterwards as ‘a 
Service that can make you laugh and shed a 
tear at much the same time; lets you meet 
up with friends and neighbours and allows 
you to leave feeling spiritually uplifted and 
full of good coffee and pain au chocolat – 
truly, what is there not to like?’

It was a celebration of 10 years of the 
Breakfast Service (actually 11 due to Covid) 
and we all shared in the joy of coming 
together for this simple but important 
occasion enjoyed by so many of so many 

Our cockerel restored to former glory
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HAWRIDGEHAWRIDGE

TT he regular pattern 
of Sunday worship 
continues at 

Hawridge with Parish 
Communion twice a 
month. St Mary’s again hosted a service of 
commemoration for ‘All Souls’ on Sunday 
31 October - a slightly more serious event, 
perhaps, than the alternative of going 
out to ‘trick or treat’. St Mary’s will also 
have held the joint Hilltops Remembrance 
Sunday service on 14 November. 

We now look forward to Christmas, 
and we all hope our plans this year will 
not again be upset at the last minute. 
The warnings of possible shortages (not 
so common at the time of writing than 
previously) may perhaps result in not quite 
so many prezzies so that Christmas could be 
a more simple occasion – would this be a 
bad thing?

St Mary’s will celebrate Christmas, and, 
as in past years, looks forward to a full 
church on Christmas Eve for the Carol 
Service, followed by morning service on 
Christmas Day (at the unusual time of 
9.30am). All will be very welcome.

One theme of Christmas is family, and 
our Church and its Congregation is a family 
and it needs to be cherished and loved if 
it is to survive and thrive. To thrive we do 
need more regular contributions to the life 
of St Mary’s, not least in the many practical 
matters that allow our Church to continue 
to provide worship and comfort to the 
community. Of course, the first thing is 
that it would be marvellous if we had more 
congregants regularly joining our services.  
Contributions of time are also badly needed 
– for example, joining the Church cleaning 
rota, taking turns to arrange the flowers, 
to act from time to time as Sacristan (that 
is, helping to prepare the altar and making 
preparations for services), to help keep the 
churchyard in order and so on. 

We continue to be very grateful to The 
Friends of Hawridge Church for their help 
this year towards keeping the grounds 
tidy. This is exactly why The Friends was 
established, to be a means of allowing 
support to be given specifically to help 
in the maintenance and upkeep of the 
buildings and grounds and our Church 
is grateful to all who contribute to The 
Friends. 

Meeting all the outgoings remains a 
perennial issue and St Mary’s, like us all, is 
meeting higher bills both for things such 
as power but very importantly to meet 
fully its financial commitment to the Parish 
Share (this is the amount, allocated to each 
Parish by the Deanery, to meet the costs of 
our minister and maintaining the structure 
of the Parish). All of our four Parishes are 
finding their Parish Share a stretch but 
Hawridge seems to be the most challenged 
and is currently not able to meet this 
commitment in full. Perhaps you can help in 
some practical way such as having ideas for 
and helping to organise or run fund-raising 
events, although any additional financial 
contribution to the Church is very welcome.

To all in our villages, St Mary’s wishes 
you a most Happy Christmas.

Contact may be made with St Mary’s via 
the Hon Secretary of the PCC, Tim Watts 
(758040) or timwatts178@btinternet.com).

different ages. As a relatively new addition 
to the Breakfast Team, Alanah spoke 
movingly about the welcome to her family 
from the Hilltops, the value to so many of 
us of the Breakfast Team and the number 
of bacon butties we had consumed since 
we started in 2010! Jo sang once again 
‘Vespers’ by A A Milne as she had done 
at that very first meeting and as her 
wonderful voice echoed through our little 
church, there were a few tears....

The Breakfast Team remains unchanged 
and undimmed and we meet again on 
November 28 for the last time this year. The 
first Breakfast in the New Year will be on 
Sunday January 23. Do come and join us!

Hilltop Tea @Three met again in October 
– a much larger group than usual which 
was lovely and we welcomed everyone with 
scones and cake and chat! Our November 
gathering was on 24 Wednesday and on 
Wednesday 15 December (a week earlier 
than usual) we will go into Church for a 
short entertainment with Richard Charles 
before Christmas tea in the Church Room. 
If anyone would like a lift, please do ring 
Anne Butterworth on 758700 and this can 
be arranged.   The Christmas tea is always a 
special event and we’d love to see you!

Our Christmas Services include an 
outdoor (weather permitting) Carol Service 
round the Christmas Tree at 4pm on 
Saturday 18 December.

The Midnight Service on Christmas Eve 
is at 11.30 – when the church will be warm 
and welcoming – decorated as usual very 
simply with greenery, lilies and candles.

The Christmas morning Family Service is 
at 10am. This is a short lay-led service which 
gives us all a brief and thoughtful respite 
from the hectic day ahead. A true start to 
Christmas!
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This was not a new idea, as a society 
with the same purpose had already 
been established in 1854 in Paris to 

introduce foreign breeds of animals for 
meat and other uses such as pest control. In 
the last few years before Darwin published 
his account of how natural selection was 
the prime force behind the origin of all 
species, the French were still patriotically 
wedded to Lamarckism. In this period the 
New York society was just one of many 
that had been formed in other countries. 
Soon after the US society had been formed 
species such as European robins, skylarks, 
various tits and finches and even pheasants 
had been released. All were seen as 
enhancing the beauty of the American 
countryside!

Back to our ‘hero’ Eugene, who was a 
German national. His ambition was not just 
the misplaced merit of releasing European 
species, but a wholly more culturally 
superior mission of releasing all the birds 
that are mentioned in Shakespeare’s 
writings. Depending on how one tots them 
up there are at least 59 varieties of birds 
mentioned in the Bard’s plays and poems. 
Eugene was apparently responsible for 
attempts to release up to 40 of these.

Though several incomplete lists had been 

HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

“Nay, I’ll have a starling  
shall be taught to speak” 

*see footnote

produced, the earliest recorded source for 
a complete compendium of Shakespeare’s 
birds I could find was published in 1871 
and might indeed have been the same 
reference that Eugene used as part of his 
misguided releases. James Harting, an 
ornithologist, took at least ten years to 
compile his reference work which identifies 
the bird species but also shows how often 
and in which of Shakespeare’s works each 
bird is mentioned. But birds are not the 
only fauna that Shakespeare impresses with 
his knowledge of wildlife. 

From an earlier analysis, maybe around 
1780, Alexander Pope studied in detail the 
context and descriptions and analogies 
Shakespeare had used. He concluded 
that Shakespeare was not just a practised 
exponent of the English language but was 
an experienced observer of, and writer on, 
the natural world. In Pope’s time, country 
pursuits were very much in fashion and 
a ‘country gentleman’ would have been 
familiar with them all. There are numerous 
mentions of shooting, hawking, falconry, 
fowling, deer hunting with hounds and 
deer stalking using a crossbow. In most 
cases the reference to the pastime or the 
practices is a device, by way of analogy 
or metaphor, employed to describe what 

is happening or what is in the mind of a 
character. 

To pick just one reference to hunting 
above many others is not easy. Perhaps 
one of the most familiar lines in all of 
Shakespeare’s works is that which makes 
use of hare coursing to be found in Henry 
V - “I see you stand like greyhounds in the 
slips, straining upon the start”.  

In contrast to all those references to 
country pursuits, the paucity of references 
to fish suggests angling was one pursuit he 
was not interested in and therefore was 
unfamiliar with its habits, practices and 
language. According to James Harting, 
possibly the best of a limited menu on offer 
was in Twelfth Night when Maria exclaims, 
on the appearance of Malvolio, “Here 
comes the trout that must be caught with 
tickling”!

Amongst the birds included in 
Shakespeare’s writings I spotted around 
30 plus that can be seen or have been 
recorded frequently in this part of The 
Chilterns. They are kite, buzzard, kestrel, 
sparrowhawk, owl, crow, rook, jackdaw, 
magpie, jay, nightingale, lark, bunting, 
thrush, robin, wren, sparrow, dunnock, 
cuckoo and wagtail; plus the domesticated 
birds peacock, turkey, pigeon, dove, goose, 
pheasant, partridge and duck.

There were also some more exotic 
species. For example, parrots and ostriches 
were becoming a familiar sight in Tudor 
England. I guess with parakeets cropping 
up from time-to-time parrots could be 
squeezed into our local list! Another I have 
squeezed in is the pelican, as there used to 
be one that hung out at Tring Reservoirs - 
possibly an escapee from Whipsnade Zoo! 

A final word on Eugene. One of the 
bird varieties he released, the starling, 
has resulted in him receiving much of the 
opprobrium in American scientific literature 
because of the devastating effect of their 
release on the ecology of other birds, their 
invertebrate prey, agriculture and even 
downing aeroplanes. Of the 40 released it 

I read an interesting story recently about the exploits of a citizen from New York during 

the 19th Century. Eugene Schieffelin was a member of the American Acclimatization 

Society. This Society had been formed in 1871 with the sole purpose of introducing 

European plants and animals into the United States - and foreign varieties of the animal 

and vegetable kingdom as may be useful or interesting.

is thought around 20 survived. However, 
today there are estimated to be over 200 
million starlings in North America. Few 
of the other species released by Eugene 
survived in great numbers, perhaps with 
the exception of sparrows. Eugene was 
not the first or the last person to release 
starlings, but all the angst has rested on his 
shoulders. 

This lesson has unfortunately not been 
learned by others who have released 
birds, other animals and species of flora 
into other countries or locations for 
misinformed intentions. Just to name a 
few local ones: by aristocrats (glis glis, 
muntjac and Wallaby), by Victorians (grey 
squirrel, Himalayan balsam, giant hogweed 
and Japanese knotweed), by fur trade/
animal extremists (American mink), by film 
industry or rock stars (parakeet), by pet 
shops (goldfish and content of fish tanks, 
like pondweeds and New Zealand pigmy 
weed), by food farming/restaurants (signal 
or American crayfish).  

Last Word - with this written during 
COP26 it is impossible to ignore the 
impact of global warming on the future 
introduction of new species from other 
parts of the world or the migration across 
the UK due to progressive changes in the 
climate. The latest arrival I have only just 
read about is the Asian hornet, which 
sounds a bit scary! 

Chris Brown

*Footnote - as to the quote in the heading, 
this is the only reference to starlings in 
Shakespeare’s Works and comes from Henry 
IV, Part I. It is another example of Shakespeare’s 
knowledge of the classics. In this case it is 
Ancient Greek and he is referring to Pliny, who 
mentions that starlings were trained to utter 
both Latin and Greek for the amusement of the 
young Cæsars.



34 Hilltop News Hilltop News 35

We couldn’t have wished for a more 

special atmosphere for Echor’s launch 

event, which took place at Rays Hill on 23 

October. What a night! After all the months 

of preparation, planning, the general 

honing of artistic ideas and overcoming 

unavoidable obstacles, nothing could have 

quite prepared us for the final result.

For those of you who attended and 
played a part in this extraordinary 
evening, thank you so much for 

coming along to support us and being 
part of our inaugural audience! We were 
overwhelmed by your spirit and enthusiasm 
and the standing ovation at the end was 
quite an emotional experience for us 
all and something that will stay in our 
memories for a long time.

It wasn’t an easy task. My usual job 
is to sit in an orchestra where someone 
tells me what to play and when to play 

Nordic Night and Christmas Baroque!

it. I was suddenly put in charge of a team 
of over 50 people who were coming 
together to create this event, deciding on 
an entire concert repertoire, assembling 21 
professional musicians as well as managing 
the toilet and chair delivery guys, all whilst 
recording an Icelandic pronunciation guide 
for a professional choir and completing 
my parents’ flight locator forms (probably 
the most challenging of all!). This was 
quite overwhelming. However, we had 
inadvertently assembled a team of amazing 
people who helped bring this event 
together and we couldn’t be more grateful 
for their help.

As guests arrived for our ‘Nordic Giants’ 
event they were greeted by flaming 
braziers and torches and mulled wine 
from the gorgeous mobile ‘Mini Moon’ 
pop-up bar. People slowly began making 
their way into the barn, which had been 
converted into a spectacular concert venue 
for the evening, lit up in shades of blues 

and greens - a gentle nod to the Northern 
Lights!

The orchestra took stage and began 
performing beautiful string works by 
Grieg and Sibelius, amongst others. Our 
performance was complemented by a 
surprise Finnish hymn sung by a vocal group 
hidden within the audience. The words 
to the hymn had been written to reflect 
a theme of the ‘Chiltern Hills’ by Andrew 
Barrett, a local resident, with everyone 
present joining in for the last verse (see 
below). It made for a very special moment 
in the performance. 

After the first half, our folk musicians 
placed themselves in the middle of the barn 
and began playing a set of traditional Irish 
folk tunes led by Uilleann pipes player John 
Devine. One of our local violinists, Thea 
Spiers, performed in both halves - a girl of 
many talents!

As soon as we walked on stage 
everything became about making music 
rather than making to do lists and it was 
incredible to see the months of work play 
out in front of our eyes. As soon as the 
event finished we immediately wanted to 
do it all over again. So that’s exactly what 
we are doing!

Now for something completely different. 
Echor’s next event will be a very special 
Christmas Baroque concert on Thursday 16 
December at St Mary’s Church in Old 
Amersham. This time we will be bringing 
together a brilliant team of nine musicians 
to perform a selection of our favourite 
Baroque works, including the famous Bach 
Concerto for Two violins in D minor. 

Please visit our website www.echormusic.
com for further details and to sign up to 
our mailing list, where you will be first to 
hear about our next performances. 

We look forward to welcoming you to 
our Christmas concert!

Eva Thorarinsdottir & the Echor Team

Chiltern Hills
The poet said for each-and-every person, 

One spot would prove beloved over all

And I have found my comfort in The 
Chilterns,

Bucolic heaven, far from urban sprawl.

 

Midst beech green woods and distant rolling 
meadows 

These verdant hills will ever comfort me.

In bluebell springs and swallow-flighted 
summers

I’ve walked the bottoms full of spirit free

 

Red Kites above me, joyful aerial gymnasts

Roe Deer, Muntjac and Glis Glis sometimes 
seen

To share with me my little piece of heaven

And soothe my soul as best that I could 
dream.

 

And when I pause in silent pensive moment, 

When I look back upon this mortal coil

I can take comfort from the simple 
knowledge

My soul’s eternal in such glorious soil. 

Andrew Barrett
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Passers-by often ask, “What are those 

strange stones on Cholesbury Common 

which look like blocks of concrete”?

Despite their appearance, these 
‘pudding stones’ are entirely 
natural. Geologists tell us they 

were formed 50 million years ago when 
flint, pebbles and stone fell into chalk or 
sand. This mix was bound together when 
silica and groundwater cemented it into 
a rock. The Sarcen stones of Stonehenge 
and Avebury, though lacking the rounded 
pebbles, contain a similar mixture and were 
formed around the same time.

The distinctive pudding stones are 
largely confined to Bucks and Herts. 
The name is derived from the way the 
embedded pebbles resemble plums in a 

pudding (although in Chesham they are 
known as ‘everlasting stones’).

Two of the three stones on Cholesbury 
Common, it is believed, once marked the 
entrance to the Fort, where the gates to 
St Laurence Church are now. Henry Turner 
(Lord of the Manor, 1899-1929) had them 
removed to a spot behind the cricket 
pavilion, since they were thought to be 
Pagan symbols and therefore not suitable 
for a churchyard.

To mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
in June 2012 the two stones were then 
moved to the present site - a more 
prominent location. A third stone was dug 
out of a clay pit at Matthews brickworks in 
Bellingdon and placed with the other two. 
An explanatory plaque was fixed to one 
stone.

Ancient puddings

In the summer of 2007, Dundridge 
farmer Marcus Reynolds uncovered two 
pudding stones in his field, each weighing 
around eight tons. The combined efforts 
of two JCBs moved them to a new home 
at Wood Farm. Pudding stones can also be 
seen on the green at The Lee.
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Quiz Nights will be run by the Full 
Moon on 8th and 22 December and 
5th and 19 January, with all the 

proceeds going to the benefit of Chiltern 
Air Ambulance. The popular wreath making 
workshops are back this December on 
the 8th, 9th and 14th. You need to book 
in advance to participate. There will be 
a karaoke evening in the marquee on 
Christmas Eve and drinks only from 11am to 
2:30pm on Christmas Day. Sunday breakfast 
will be served from 10 to 12 on the 26th 
followed by main menu food service the 
rest of the day.

The traditional Boxing Day event on the 
27th will begin with breakfast from 9-11am 
followed by an outside bar and barbeque. 
The New Year’s Eve festivities will feature 
dining from the main menu and live music 
with the London based Ceili Max Band and 
their caller. There will be a barbeque to 
follow. On New Year’s Day, there will an all-
day breakfast from 10am to 4pm.

On 25 January, there will be a traditional 
Burns Night dinner complete with a piper 
and addressing the haggis. Booking for 
this popular evening is essential. The four 
open fires will be lit during the chilly winter 
weather.

Winter pub news

The White Lion has an upmarket 
Christmas menu in effect Tuesday through 
Sunday until 23 December. Vegan/
vegetarian options are available for every 
course of the meal. We are asked to pre-
order a week in advance for this special 
menu.

On Christmas Eve, the ‘2 Tone’ vocal 
duo will perform in the evening with 
an entry fee being charged to cover the 
entertainment and food service which will 
consist of canapés and platters.  Earlier 
in the day, there will be a tapas menu for 
lunch. On Christmas Day, the pub will open 
from 12 to 2pm for drinks only. The pub 
will then be open all day on the 26th when 
there will be a tapas menu and burgers 
served until 7pm.

For New Year’s Eve, a five-course sit 
down dinner is planned to be served up to 
10pm, after which drinkers will be welcome 
to join the party. Advance booking for the 
special dinner menu will be essential.

Whilst three of our nearby pubs are trading 

bravely in the face of the health anxieties, 

one is opening for limited hours without an 

in-house kitchen for the foreseeable future. 

The ones that are pushing hardest have 

fully developed plans for their food and 

entertainment events for the coming holiday 

season.

The Black Horse Inn has only been 
opening from noon to evening Thursday 
through Sunday and that will continue 
until 6pm closing on Christmas Eve. It will 
be closed all day on Christmas. Then it will 
be open daily from noon to 7pm from 26 
December through New Year’s Day.

From Thursday, 2nd December, there will 
be a three course Christmas menu for only 
£22.50 which you can view online at www.
theblackhorsechesham.co.uk. Family films 
will be screened in the Christmassy Barn at 
2pm on the 11th and 19th December.

Sadly, the Old Swan has not weathered 
the pandemic as assertively as some of the 
other pubs. It is open for drinks on most 
weekday evenings except Tuesday and from 
noon until evening on weekends. When 
weather permits, occasional food vans will 
visit the pub. It is often Sergio with his 
Italian pizzas and pasta dishes.  

Bill Ingram
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Answers to  
seasonal quiz…
1 William the Conqueror

2 A silver coin

3 Germany

4 Kissing under the mistletoe

5 Mrs Cratchit

6 Swans-a-swimming

7 Justin Trudeau

8 Mexico

9 Indian Ocean

10 Robert Burns

11 Chill out

12 Because they were two deer

13 A mince spy

14 Is it going to rain dear?
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CURVACEOUS COOK
I can’t believe that it is already time for a Christmas recipe, what a year!

I have chosen a chicken recipe that is a bit different and would make a lovely Christmas lunch for those 
not needing, or unable to get, a turkey.

Pot Roasted Nutmeg Chicken

My recipe is adapted from Diana Henry who was inspired by the Italian pork cooked in milk. It does sound 
strange, but it really works, and produces truly juicy chicken and delicious sauce. For 6.

Large chicken, the best you can afford.

2 tbs olive oil melted with 25g unsalted butter until hot in a pan big enough to hold the chicken fairly 
snugly.

Salt and pepper

About 400 ml whole milk (we like a lot of gravy, so use a bit more!)

10 garlic cloves peeled but left whole.

3 bay leaves

Good grating of nutmeg...I use about 1 tbs, but that might be too much for you!

Zest of 2 unwaxed lemons

Season the chicken then brown all over in the pot. Drain off the fat to roast your potatoes.

Throw in the garlic and bay leaves.

Pour over the milk and add lemon zest and nutmeg.

Bring to just under the boil, cover and put in oven on 160 fan.

Baste occasionally and, after 45 minutes, remove the lid. Cook for another 45 minutes.

Remove chicken to warm plate to rest for 15 minutes and remove the fat from the sauce. I should warn you, 
the sauce will look curdled and awful at this point!

I use a stick blender and whiz up the sauce and the softened garlic, adding some veg juices if not enough. 
Taste it and add more nutmeg if you fancy it. It is not a thick sauce.

Carve the chicken as normal and serve with the warm sauce poured over it.

Diana Henry suggests serving with orzo or rice - we like it with mash or roasties.

A very Happy Christmas to you all, and do please send me ideas or requests…

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com

V V V

100 Club 
winners 

Cholesbury Village Hall

October 2021
£25  Stewart Pearce, Buckland Common, 

£15  Sue Fletcher, Cholesbury  
£10  Lindsay Griffin, Hawridge

November 2021
£15 Emily Harris, St Leonards 
£15 Nicola Leat, St Leonards

For membership, please contact  
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email  

jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

St Leonards Parish Hall

September 2021
£25 Mr & Mrs A Langdon,  

Coppice Farm Park 
£15 Windsor Thomas, Buckland Common 

£15 Mr T Hunt, St Leonards

October 2021
£25 Pauline Hawkes, Buckland Common

£15 John Allen, Cholesbury
£15 Erin Thwaites, Buckland Common

For membership, please contact  
Richard Leat on leatrj@yahoo.co.uk  

or 01494 758784.

V V V
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Thelma Grace Felstead  

Thelma, who had just celebrated her 
95th birthday, was born in South 
Norwood where she grew up with 

her parents, twin brother and older sister. 
During the worst part of the war, she was 
evacuated to live with a family in Wiltshire 
where she lived for two years before 
returning to finish her schooling.

Thelma was known for her love of 
outdoor life and played a lot of tennis in 
her younger days. Gardening too was a 
great love which remained with her all her 
life.

After school she trained as a shorthand 
typist and it was while she was working in 
London that she met her future husband, 
Rick, through a mutual friend. Marriage 
followed and the birth of Nigel, their son, 
meant that family life had begun!

They retired to Cornwall in 1990 and 
there followed many happy holidays with 
Nigel and his family. But the decision to 
be nearer to their grandchildren and Nigel 
and his wife, Karen who lived in Chesham, 
brought them to Coppice Farm Park in St 
Leonards, where they made many friends 

and enjoyed the company of wonderful 
neighbours.

Thelma joined the indoor Mat Bowls 
Club at the Parish Hall and was a regular 
attender at the monthly Tea Parties in the 
Church Room. She was always dressed 
immaculately and it was a pleasure to be 
with her and to share in her happy outlook 
on life.

In 2016 it was decided she needed more 
support and she moved into Hampden Hall 
Care Home in Stoke Mandeville. Here she 
kept the staff on their toes – making sure 
her room had everything just as she liked it. 
She was very particular!

Thelma will long be remembered for her 
wonderful fashion sense and she was rarely 
seen without her earrings and matching 
necklaces – and, of course, her lipstick!

Grace was Thelma’s second name and it 
describes so well the way in which she lived 
her life. Thelma, we do miss your smile!
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the February/March edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne 
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10 January 
latest. Please note that photos sent online 
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.

Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449  
grahamlnc@aol.com

Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700  
anne@churchcottage.uk

Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  
annhorn272@gmail.com

Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  
info@michaelspark.com

Distribution 
Rosemary Pearce 758334

Printing 
Orbit Press, Chesham  01494 778053 
info@orbitpress.co.uk

Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making 
and is funded by advertising.




