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Twenty years on…

I

n 2002 the Hilltop News’ Constitution
was lodged with a bank in Chesham,
recording for posterity that our aim was
‘to produce a Newsletter with Church and
Community information to be delivered
free of charge to every household in
the Ecclesiastical and Civil Parishes of
Cholesbury, Hawridge and St Leonards’.
We hope we have fulfilled and will
continue to fulfil this aim as currently over
600 copies are delivered unfailingly into
each household every two months while
further copies are sent by post to former
residents and those with a special interest
in the Hilltops.
Quite an achievement when one
remembers how it all began. On this
twentieth anniversary of the first issue
of Hilltop News, Anne Butterworth (the
driving force behind the magazine) recalls
its beginnings and acknowledges the
many people who have kept our regular
magazine going …
In the same year as Hilltop News
was launched, Her Majesty The Queen
celebrated her Golden Jubilee. This year,
of course, it becomes Platinum. The annual
St Leonards Fete on Saturday 4th June,
returning after Covid put paid to the
previous two years, will acknowledge this
unique milestone, as will other events in
the villages (see Parish Council report on
page 4).

Front cover The joys of Spring – more
welcome than ever…
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Easter Day is on 17 April this year. Unlike the
previous two years, when Easter activities were
drastically hampered by the pandemic, our
Churches are planning a full Easter programme
(see Vicar’s message). May your Easter be
rewarding…

The response to the plight of Ukrainians
has been typically active in our own
villages, as it has been nationwide.
Grapevine will continue to keep you
informed of the ways help has been
given or is being sought.
In this issue
• June Page and Julia Swallow remembered
• The skill of a local jewellery maker
• More classical music from Echor
• Hearing Dogs challenge
Plus our regular features…
Chris Brown explores the world dominance
of insects. Our Curvaceous Cook offers a
special Easter bread. …and all the news
from our Churches, School, Clubs, Pubs,
Councils and Societies.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
During 2022 there will be year-long
Platinum Jubilee celebrations throughout
the United Kingdom, the Commonwealth
and around the world as communities come
together to celebrate The Queen’s historic
reign. More information can be found
through the link: https://www.royal.uk/
platinum-jubilee-central-weekend
The Parish Council has written to our
local churches, halls, clubs and societies
enquiring if they have an event planned,
or have ideas under discussion and, if so, to
let the PC know. This information will assist
with publicity and co-ordination of events
over the Jubilee weekend.
Additionally, the Parish Council has
set aside a budget to support initiatives
by contributing towards expenditure.
Buckinghamshire Council has also advised it
can award funding for certain organisations
or groups of residents. If organisations or
residents would like to find out more about
possible funding, or if they need advice on
any matter, they can contact Chris Brown.

Telecoms Tower at Cholesbury Reservoir
The Planning Application by Cornerstone
for a 24 metre high telecommunications
mast located at Cholesbury Reservoir,
Jenkins Lane, which was of great concern to
the vast majority of residents, was refused
permission by Buckinghamshire Council.
The Parish Council robustly challenged the
application and the strong message that it
sent to the Planning Officers was reflected
strongly in the case officers’ report which
dismissed the application. The Parish
Council would like to thank the support
provided by Councillors Tricia Birchley and
Jane MacBean, and the advice from Mike
Stubbs, Planning Adviser at the Chilterns
Conservation Board. We can only hope the
applicants note this emphatic rejection and
do not appeal this decision!
Grants to Community Groups and
Organisations
The Chesham and Villages Community
Board, on which the Parish Council sits,
has delegated responsibility to consider
and award funding to community groups
and organisations to fund projects that
are for the benefit of the local community.
There are specific criteria to assess bids
for funding, for example, whether the
projects contribute to community health
and wellbeing or improve opportunities
for participation of older and younger
residents or contribute to the sustaining or
protecting of the natural environment. If
you think your group might benefit from
such financial support, please contact the
Chairman.

two and continue to seek members of
the community to join the PC. Could
you volunteer some time, energy and
expertise to find practical solutions and
get things done for your community?
Parish councillors represent residents’
views and press for improvements to
Buckinghamshire Council’s services, such as
roads, planning decisions and enforcement,
refuse collection and protection of our
environment. Meetings are also held
with police, health and fire services
and voluntary organisations. If you are
interested, please contact the Parish Clerk
or come along to a Parish Council meeting.
Meetings
From April, Parish Council meetings will
take place ten times a year at 6pm on
Tuesdays at St Leonards Parish Hall. The
next meetings dates are:
• Tuesday 19 April 2022
• Tuesday 31 May 2022

Your Parish Councillors are:
Chris Brown (Chairman) -758890
Bill Ingram (Vice-Chairman) -758258
Philip Matthews - 758205
Graham Kersting - 758319
Oliver Maury – 758015
Buckinghamshire Councillors:
Patricia Birchley - 07714 704017
Jane MacBean - 07812 177794
Mohammad Fayyaz – 0777 202 7829
Buckinghamshire Council:
Contact number: 0300 131 6000

Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk, 07704 909324
Email: parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

New Councillor and vacancies on the
Parish Council
The Parish Council were pleased to
welcome Oliver Maury as our new
Councillor, who was co-opted and attended
his first meeting in February 2022.
We currently have five councillors
and have vacancies for an additional
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL
Buckinghamshire
Council is currently
undertaking a
‘light touch’ review
of the 4-year
Corporate Plan to
reflect events and
changes in priority
since 2019/20. Four
key priorities for
the Plan are: strengthening communities,
protecting our most vulnerable residents,
caring for the environment and increasing
prosperity. Buckinghamshire now
contributes £18 billion annually to the UK
economy. The value of our exports is £3.7
billion, 45% of residents are educated to
degree level and 33% commute out of
county to work.

I

n terms of protecting our communities,
life expectancy is now 81.7 for men
and 85.3 for women, although in the
Chilterns the figures can be higher. That
said, 63% of adults in the county are obese
or overweight. The population, which is
growing fast, is now 551,000, the average
house price is £413,924, 31% of the county
is designated Green Belt and there are 320
pensioners for every 1000 working age
residents.
Our school results are some of the
best in the UK with 90% of young people
attending a school that is outstanding or
good. During the past year I have been
involved in ensuring there are sufficient
school places for children with special
educational needs, that their school
transport is satisfactory, and liaising with
residents who need extra support with
severely disabled children. Last year 26
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children were adopted and the budget for
children’s and adult social care amounted
to £300 million.
The revised Plan will be discussed at a
Council meeting on 27th April and reflects
the impact of the Covid epidemic on council
priorities and other key developments
such as national legislation. It will cover
the period up to 2025 and all members
are currently being asked to reflect on the
needs of their communities, business and
joint working with the NHS.
On Saturday 5th March Chesham &
Villages Community Board sponsored a Jobs
& Apprentices Fair at the Elgiva Theatre.
Nearly 800 people came to the event
which was attended by 35 local employers
including Heathrow Airport, BBC, Pinewood
Studios, Police, Army, Fire Service, Aldi
and Silverstone Technology Park. Such was
the success of the fair that more are sure
to be held across the County. Increasing
inward investment into Chesham and the
villages and creating new jobs is a priority
for Jane MacBean, myself and other local
councillors.

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL

Please let me know if I can raise your
concerns with officers at County Hall.
Cllr Patricia Birchley, Chiltern Ridges
Division, Buckinghamshire Council. Patricia.
Birchley@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
07714 704017

S

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions
01442 890184
07909 542149
annmalvern@sky.com
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and winter fair - raised funds for new
books, globes and atlases, hall curtains and
more. The PSA provides a vital function
in fundraising for the school and I can
announce that Karen Hosker will be the
new chair, with Owen Vloothius and Jemma
Scott (or Er Indoors, as I call her) acting
as co-Vice Chairs. I’m sure I can speak for
all parents and carers when I say that we
look forward to supporting future events,
including the Spring Fair, on 21 May.

Spring is here. Storms Dudley - so
called because it originated just outside
Birmingham - Eunice, Franklin and Gary
gave the kids an extra day of half term…
er, I mean, saw the kids home schooled
for a day. But now the snowdrops and
daffodils are bursting forth across the
gardens and verges of Bucks.
pring also means World Book Day,
when kids get to go to school as their
favourite characters. My daughter
went as Electrigirl – a teenage superhero
who can generate electricity from her body.
My daughter created her own lightning
flashes and pinned them to her clothes to
make the suit. She got to take the book
in, and share it with her class. The school
arranged a visit from a children’s author –
Olaf Falafel. He creates colourful tales that
have some history but are mostly about
people parping.
In sport, H&C Years 5 & 6 welcomed
Princes Risborough Primary for some footie.
The games were both drawn: 1-1 and 4-4
respectively. PRP are set to return for a cross
country race. Will they all cross the finish
line together?
Quick shout out for the PSA. Last year
PSA events - including the cycling event
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Finally, I wanted to share sentiment
from the school Newsletter - kindness.
The concept of kindness may seem old
fashioned. But why? As war returns to
Europe – devastating innocent families –
shouldn’t we try to remember what unites,
rather than divides us? The Newsletter tells
of a mum explaining to a traffic warden
that her ticket blew away in the wind. She
gets a parking ticket anyway. But later finds
an envelope under her windscreen wiper
containing £20 and a note saying, ‘from
one mum to another’.
In Brighton, there’s apparently a ‘Hug
a Granny’ campaign. Although, if you’re
going to hug a granny – get her consent
first. Everyone feels lonely, frightened or
overwhelmed sometimes. In a world of war
and walls and fences, it’s tempting to be
suspicious of our neighbours. And, sure,
there’s some idiots out there. But a smile, a
hello, an offer of help, can sow the seeds of
community and strengthen what we have.
To inspire kindness in thought and deed,
the school has created a Tree of Hope,
encouraging people to hang thoughts and
tokens on its branches – perhaps in the
Ukrainian flag’s colours. This reminds us
that while we are at peace, peace is fragile
and there are those who are not so lucky
and not so far away.
Rob Scott
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CHOLESBURY CUM ST LEONARDS HORT SOC
I was wondering how to begin the Hort
Soc Article and wandered off around the
garden for inspiration. I was amazed at
just how many flowers and shrubs were in
bloom. In all I counted 15. So Spring is on
its way despite a cold east wind blowing
today.

B

y April cuttings and seedlings can be
moved into the greenhouse or cold
frame to harden off before planting
out. Sow seeds of annuals, herbs, lettuce,
runner beans, spinach, courgettes and
tomatoes and once germinated bring them
on in a greenhouse or frame and plant out
in late April or early May once risk of frost
over.
If you have a greenhouse, plant out
tomatoes on large pots and regularly feed
and water them. Unfortunately, they are
very susceptible to blight so are best grown
under glass.
Once daffodils have finished flowering
cut off all the seed heads but not the leaves.
Let the leaves wither naturally so
they return nutrients to the bulbs. I have
smallish pots of the shorter daffodils such
as Jet Fire or Tête-à-tête which I sink into a
larger pot or tub to which I add polyanthus
or wall flowers around the edge. Once the
daffodils are over remove them in their
pots, feed them and then place them in a
sheltered spot and water them occasionally
till next Spring. The other plants will fill
the gap until they can be replaced with
pelargoniums or other summer plants such
as verbenas or diascias.
In May plant out the more tender
vegetables, like runner beans, once the
chance of frost is over.
In recent years the damage from
deer, pigeons and squirrels has been an
8

increasing problem as these tasty new crops
appeared. Unless you invest in a large fruit
cage try and protect crops with netting
supported by hoops or tunnels of wire
netting.
By the time the Hilltop News is delivered
we should have held our new venture
‘How to Garden’, a new take on Gardeners’
Question Time with members submitting
their questions ahead. This will be followed
by a light Supper.
On 8 June we have arranged a coach trip
to Wisley for members. We hope this will be
an enjoyable outing for all to this extensive
RHS garden in Surrey without the hassle of
the M25.
Diana Garner is opening her garden
once again for the NGS from March until
31 July from 11-2pm. Teas will be served.
Please book directly with Diana by email
-.montana@cholesbury.net. You can get
copies of the local Yellow Book to choose
other local gardens to visit and support this
very worthwhile charity.
Please download the Show Schedule
from our website and start plotting what
you might enter at the Show this
year. We look forward also
to seeing the entries of local
crafts people so please
keep knitting, stitching,
painting or creating
jewellery etc for
all to admire.
So once
again keep
weeding
and good
gardening this
summer.
Liz Firth
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would also be very much appreciated.
As last year we are giving away several
litterpicks to help you carry out this activity
safely. If you would like one, please contact
lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk (758440). Thank
you to all concerned for your efforts. It
really does help.

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY COMMONS
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Litterblitz
This year our annual litterblitz will take
place over two weekends from Friday 8th
April, including Easter, until Monday 18th.
Although we are fortunate to have help to
keep the Commons as clear as possible of
litter throughout the year, we really try to
have a blitz on it now before the vegetation
grows rampant and it is harder to remove
the rubbish. Unfortunately, rubbish is a
perennial problem and there are individuals
who have thrown away the same things
over many of years such as the gin and
tonic drinker who throws his/her can away
regularly on Hawridge Hill! What a pity they
can’t just take it home and dispose of it in
the regular roadside collections instead of
leaving it for others to clear up. The new
cycling café has meant that there are fewer
disposable coffee cups though!
As usual there will be a number of
rubbish bags at three points by the notice
board at the Cricket Club, by Edgar Taylor’s
bench opposite the school and at the top
or Parson’s Path opposite Church Lane,
Hawridge. Rubbish may be left at any
one of these points or, if it is too heavy to
carry, please leave as close to the edge of
the road as possible for Council pick up.
If you can take rubbish home and dispose
of it in your own rubbish collection that
10

County Wildlife Site
Christine has now had verbal confirmation
from Fiona Everingham of the Bucks and
Milton Keynes Environmental Records
Centre that all of Hawridge and Cholesbury
Commons are now to be included as
a County Wildlife Site. Previously, the
Manorial Waste (the strip outside houses
on the south side of the main road) was
not included but, as more residents of these
houses are now leaving the area outside
their houses to nature in order to create a
corridor for wild flowers to spread, this area
is now to be included with the main area of
the Commons. As elsewhere, the vegetation
needs minimal care and should only be cut
after the wildflowers have set seed in the
autumn.
We understand that more residents
might be willing to leave theirs too but
are concerned that they may not be able
to carry out the annual cut when the
vegetation is too long for a lawn mower.
However, if this is a worry, please contact
HCCPS or Christine Stott (christine.s@
woodstott.co.uk). We would be happy to
have James Jolliffe cut it when he does his
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The troublesome weed

annual cut around September. Christine’s
farmland at Hawridge Court Farm is also a
County Wildlife Site and it is a real tribute
to her thoughtful management to have two
such awards.
Pallett’s Pond
The poor state of the pond in recent years
led those who decide on County Wildlife
Sites’ status to consider whether the pond
should still be included but Christine was
able to persuade them that it is being
carefully monitored and maintained and we
hope is in recovery.
One of the major problems has been the
prevalence of New Zealand Pygmy Weed.
NZPW Crassula helmsii is native to New
Zealand and to Australia where it is known
as swamp-stonecrop. Introduced into the
UK from Tasmania in 1911 to oxygenate
ponds, it wasn’t until the 1970s that it was
recognised as a real threat to pondlife here
in the UK. It was first recorded in Pallett’s
Pond in 1978 and again in 1985 and it
provides a convincing reason why people
should not dump anything in or around the
pond.
NZPW is an extremely invasive species.
It can survive on land, in and around water
Hilltop News

and is spread easily by birds, animals or on
clothing. For some mysterious reason NZPW
did not then become the problem in our
pond that it was later to become, not just
here but in ponds, lakes, reservoirs, canals
and ditches throughout the UK. If left
unmanaged it will form an impenetrable
mat which swamps other plant life and
damages animal habitats. It grows all year
round.
Over the years we have made various
attempts to control or eradicate it by
covering it over with black plastic, by
mechanical extraction and by burying it
underground. Because it is so easily spread
it is difficult to transport safely from the
site and so latterly it was buried on the
Commons to a depth of one metre, since it
cannot survive at that depth.
Two years ago, David Dennis, Richard
Bysouth and Dave Tarn were removing
it manually when they found that large
amounts of the weed could be removed
from the surface at the back of the pond by
rolling it up. As there was already NZPW in
the area they simply left it there to die and
monitored the situation. Left to die on the
banks it did so within a few weeks and soon
disappeared.
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David wrote last month: ‘In that area,
there has so far been very little regrowth.
So today, I have done the same at the
front of the pond, taking care to leave the
weed on the slope below the level of the
path. This should minimise the chance of
walkers getting any on their footwear. All
along the front of the pond, the weed had
spread up to two metres out from the edge
and almost all of that area is now clear. Of
course, this is still only a temporary solution
- management rather than eradication - but
at least it will not cover and stifle the pond
this summer’.
Our thanks to David for carrying out this
recent work on the pond single handed. If
it works, this method will mean that the
weed can more easily be managed until
such time as there is a means of eradicating
it otherwise. There is some hope on the
horizon. For some years trials have been in
progress to use a mite to control it.
David has been in contact with Dr Sonal
Varia, at Centre for Agriculture and
Bioscience International (CABI) who are
carrying out this research and David
explains: “The mite is a native of Australia
and its only foodplant is NZPW. In the
laboratory it has been shown seriously to
inhibit the growth of the weed, which
forms galls on its surface when attacked by
the mite. This restricts the weed’s ability to
reproduce. There are, quite rightly, serious
concerns to be addressed whenever a nonnative species is proposed for introduction
to a new part of the world, but so far, no
harmful consequences have been found.
Highly controlled open water trials are now
being conducted in England and Wales to
evaluate its efficacy. This will not be a quick
fix, and the trials are likely to take some
years, and only if they prove successful and
safe will a more widespread introduction of
the mite be allowed. I’m keeping in touch
with the lead scientist on the UK project
and hope to have an update soon.”

12

Storm Eunice left its destructive mark on the
Hilltops in February

Recent storm damage
One positive outcome of the recent storms
was that a tree which needed to be cut back
to prevent it rooting in the pond itself came
down in the wind. Two trunks have broken
- one lying on the grass to the right, the
other in the water. Not dangerous, but too
weighty to be dealt with manually. James
Jolliffe will clear both trunks and will also
deal with other fallen trees though some
will be left in situ if not causing a problem
for access. These rot down eventually and
provide important habitat for numerous
species.
DofE students
Our thanks to Toby Grief-King and Fabien
Belgrave for their work on the Commons.
This included clearing gorse from around
a magnificent oak tree and planting more
snowdrops. Most recently Toby, under
David’s supervision, undertook the clearing
of weed from the dewpond on a very
chilly day (fortunately not NZPW!). Good
work all round! James will clear some of
Hilltop News

Clearing the dewpond

the vegetation from the perimeter of the
dewpond soon.
Moths
In Butterfly Conservation’s March
publication of All Aflutter they listed 20
amazing facts about moths. These included:
some male moths can smell a female up to
seven miles away; there are some moths that
never eat anything; there are more than
2500 species of moths in the UK (David and
Peter have some way to go to identify that
many here!) and at least 160,000 species
world-wide compared with 18,500 species
of butterflies; there may be many more
species of moths yet unrecorded; the best
way to distinguish between a butterfly and
a moth is by their antennae (most butterflies
have club-shaped antennae with a little
ball at the end whereas moths have usually
feathery antennae which are saw shaped or
taper to a fine point; moths are important
pollinators of wild plants including orchids;
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and moths are an indicator species which
means that their numbers tell scientists
how well an ecosystem is doing. This last
is important for us since it isn’t just the
number of species that is important but
the numbers of actual moths. In a moth
trapping on 4th March David trapped a
total of nine different species and 93 moths
in all. This suggests that we have a healthy
environment for these important creatures.
Visiting specialists
We always welcome experts who can advise
us on how best to care for and maintain the
biodiversity of the Commons. Soon, Isobel
and Christine expect to meet Sean O’Leary
on the Commons. Sean is the Bucks Recorder
for Mosses for the British Bryological Society
and is coming to investigate mosses here some of which Isobel recorded some time
ago and which are listed on our website
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org. We
also hope to have visits from the Bucks
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NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

T

he nights are getting
shorter and days
longer which can bring
more challenges when it
comes to home security. Please
continue to be vigilant and ensure your
property remains safe from intruders by
remembering to secure your property and
not be tempted to leave windows open if
you go out.

Tawny owlets being ringed

Invertebrate Group and from the Fungus
Group at some point.
Owl video
After a few technical glitches I hope that
this will be available on our website by the
time this edition of Hilltop News reaches
you. If you need something to lift your

spirits, this is guaranteed to do it! Some
comments from people who have already
viewed are ‘stunning!’, ‘gorgeous!’, ‘lovely!’
Do watch it!
Lindsay Griffin

How secure is your home from
burglary risk?
Thames Valley Police (TVP) have trained a
group of volunteers called Crime Reduction
Advisors to visit homes wanting free and
impartial advice on maximising home
security.
Neighbourhood Watch runs this service
in partnership with TVP and with the
support of Buckinghamshire Council. Any
homeowner can book a visit simply by
emailing to: bucksnhw@gmail.com
The confidential home security survey
and assessment takes 60-90 minutes to
complete. All Crime Reduction Advisors
(CRA) are experienced Neighbourhood
Watch co-ordinators who have also been
CRB checked. Once a survey booking has
been confirmed, a security password will
be provided to the householder, which

the CRA will quote on arrival to confirm
their identity. Both the homeowner and
volunteer are encouraged to maintain
Covid precautions before and during the
visit.
To book a survey, or ask any questions,
please email to: bucksnhw@gmail.com.
Regarding both home and personal
protection there are various security
products that can be purchased via
Wycombe District Neighbourhood Watch
ranging from TV simulators to timer
switches etc. If you would like a list of
products you can either ask me or email
office@wdnhwatch.plus.com . Please
note that this is a non-profit making
organisation and proceeds from sales help
towards the running of the Association.
Erin Thwaites (758079)

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.
We are pleased to report that Cholesbury
cum St Leonards WI is “back to normal”
with a full and varied programme of
speakers for the coming year, including a
charity quiz which was held on 12 March.

O

ur March meeting on 21st of the
month featured Michael Phillips
talking on his experience as a tour
guide at the D-Day landing beaches. On
11 April (a week earlier than usual due to
Easter dates) we are looking forward to
seeing Jeff Rozelar, one of our favourite
speakers, whose talk is called ‘Homeward
Bound’. It’s all about Railway Stations: did
you guess that!
We are sorry to have lost a few members
since the start of the pandemic, mainly due
to infirmity, but are pleased to have two
new members. We would be delighted to
see any ladies interested in joining us... we
are a friendly and welcoming group!
Hilary Sheppard
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
CRICKET CLUB

ST LEONARDS VILLAGE FETE
The scent of freshly cut grass is in the air

SATURDAY 4th JUNE

and everyone associated with Hawridge &
Cholesbury cricket club is beginning once

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Weekend

again to think about the summer ahead,
after what feels like a never-ending close
season.

Fete opens at 2pm

T

his season has been the first for two
years that we have been able to
have proper pre-season and winter
training, which has been hugely successful
on Wednesday evenings at Dr Challoners
Grammar School. There is a sense of
excitement as the Saturday team look to
build on the success of becoming league
winners last year to play in a higher-level
division. We open with an away game
against Pitstone CC on 7 May.
The Sunday team have some good
friendly fixtures throughout the year.
One highlight is the return of the Lords
Taverners, which will be on Friday 8 July.
England legend David Gower was one of
many ex-pros on show for the Taverners last
year.
The colts section also has full fixtures for
under 10s, 11s, 14s and 15s. Colts’ training
is due to take place on a Friday evening this
season.
Off the pitch, the clubhouse is getting
a much-needed facelift, with two new
changing rooms being installed. The works
should be completed by the beginning
of the season and represents a huge step
forward for the club. H & C has some of the
best facilities in the area and we are lucky
16

to have many dedicated members who
give their time into making the club the
best it can be. A working party strategically
placed some logs around the boundary
parallel to the road to stop mindless car
drivers vandalising the common. I feel they
may also be a good spot to sit and spectate
as well as helping to stop the ball from
burying itself in the long grass!
Senior training will take place on
Wednesday evenings from 6.30pm in April.
We always welcome new members of all
abilities so please feel free to come along.
Cricket on the common is a wonderful
spectacle and the bar is normally open, so
please come and support your local club.
League fixtures are due to begin in the
first week of May and details of all our
matches can be found on our website
www.hawridgecholesbury.play-cricket.com
Instagram @hawridgecricket
Twitter @HandC_CC

Companion Dog Show & Fun Classes – booking at 1pm
Jazz Band, Classic Cars, Circus Juggling
Bouncy Castle, Raffle, Plants & Tombola
BBQ, Bar, Ice-Cream and Teas
and lots more to come...

Information 07747 114640 or www.wherecanwego.com
Dog Show: 01494 758702
Free Parking
Entry Fee: £1 per adult and 50p per child

Nick Lincoln
Hilltop News
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It is a tricky undertaking to navigate our concert diary, considering the entire Echor team
have full time jobs performing all over the world! Finding the perfect time to put on
a performance for our Chiltern audience and for our team to be free at the same time

extraordinarily beautiful springtime
songs by his devoted followers, Schubert,
Schumann and Brahms. These will be
performed by an outstanding up and
coming young British tenor, Ted Black.
The multi-talented cellist Clare O’Connell
will take control after the interval with
her ‘Isolated cellist’, sending you on
a musical journey with the beautiful
otherworldly sounds from her instrument.
We could not be more thrilled to invite
you along to our little surprise Spring
Festival! For further information please
visit our website where you can read more
about the events and book your tickets. All
our Echor events are free for children under
18 so it’s a perfect chance to bring the
whole family along!
You might also spot a brand-new video
on our homepage from our ‘Nordic Giants’
launch concert at the Barn on Ray’s Hill
back in October. Take a look!
If you are interested in becoming a
‘Private Sponsor’ or a ‘Friend’ of Echor

and be more personally involved in our
journey, please get in touch with the team
at echor@echormusic.com.
Eva Thorarinsdottir

often proves very challenging, not to mention the other obstacles involved such as venue
availability, school holidays and, most crucially, funding.

T

his year we had hopeful plans to
begin our concert season with a
chamber performance on Good
Friday of an extraordinarily powerful
work by Joseph Haydn at one of our local
churches. Ideally, we wanted to follow
this with a spring concert around a month
later featuring a Beethoven Symphony
interspersed with some glorious songs
about spring. However, being a symphonic
work, this would involve gathering
ambitiously large forces of musicians and
soloists and the lack of funding and the
shortage of suitable performance venues
looked to be defeating us.
A few miserable, stormy weeks passed
before the stars finally aligned. We
received a private sponsorship donation
from our generous supporters and the
same day got a call from Berkhamsted
School informing us that their beautifully
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renovated Deans’ Hall, our first choice for
a venue, now had one available date for
our Beethoven concert - Easter Saturday
- the day after our Good Friday chamber
performance. Overnight we created a
Spring Festival!
The Festival will comprise two
contrasting events beginning with the
Haydn’s ‘Seven Last Words’ string quartet
at the Old Church, The Lee on Good Friday,
15 April. There will be two performances
to choose from on the day, one at 3pm and
one at 5:30pm. There will be a service by
Rev. Chris Haywood in between the two
concerts if you wish to attend.
The second concert will take place
at Deans’ Hall, Berkhamsted School on
Easter Saturday, 16 April at 7:30pm. This
performance will feature the Echor
orchestra performing Beethoven’s
joyous 2nd symphony interspersed with
Hilltop News

Hilltop News

19

20

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

21

Jewellery making
in the Hilltops
In the Hilltop Villages we have a wealth of talented individuals. In past issues of Hilltop
News we have visited various artists, sculptors, restorers and designers. Now we hear
from a local jewellery maker. Erin Thwaites tells us about her particular skill…

M

y journey into jewellery making
and design began about 12 years
ago purely by chance. Time
out from training due to knee surgery
prompted me to look at alternative things
to do in the evenings as I was not used to
staying at home!
Bingo – I spotted (in the now defunct
Bucks Examiner) the offer of a two-hour
free metalwork class on a Wednesday
evening. I enrolled and found, to my
surprise, that I thoroughly enjoyed the
processes of cutting, bending, texturing and
soldering the copper and brass we were
given to “play” with.
With this new-found enthusiasm I
enrolled in the weekly jewellery-making
course which should have finished with a
qualification in metalwork. Unfortunately,
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These cut oak leaves required filing, texturing,
bale fitted and a final polish

the funding was stopped for this course
along with many others and I only attended
for two terms with only a couple of projects
under my belt. However, this gave me
enough basic knowledge to be able to
explore jewellery making on my own and
eventually transitioned from creating and
experimenting with brass and copper to
silver and gold (only on request).
To keep learning from those more
knowledgeable, I joined an evening silver
class in Tring and attended two weeklong
residential courses at Sedburgh, where the
school had an amazing state-of-the-art
jewellery design centre. This allowed me
to try different aspects of design such as
CAD programming, sand, cuttlefish and lost
wax casting. I quickly realised that these
aspects of design were too specialised and
Hilltop News

not for me so decided to concentrate on
using plain silver sheet and rod to make my
creations.
Sourcing the bullion is not as difficult as
you would think - simply place the order
online from the supplier’s comprehensive
range of silver and gold and they send it to
you in the post! I am always worried about
things going missing, but the Post Office
has never let me down (yet).
The rules about Hallmarking can be
confusing. Items that require a hallmark
at one of the registered Assay Offices
(where they check the purity of the metal
being submitted) have different weight
regulations depending on the metal.
Hallmarks are required for all silver items
weighing over 7.78g, gold 1g, platinum
0.5g and palladium 1g. A hallmark will
show who made the item, the fineness
of the metal, where it was Assayed and
when it was made. My personal hallmark
is registered in London and is unique to me
for 10 years, when it must be reapplied for.
Some of the tools and heavy equipment I
use to be able to texture are pictured. They
range from mini, medium and large gas
torches to a rolling mill, which is primarily
two large steel drums which can thin,
texture and stretch the metal by reducing
the space between the rollers – the
possibilities are endless and limited only by
Hilltop News

the imagination. There are doming blocks
and punches which can move the metal and
change its shape and a large selection of
hammers with smooth surfaces to reduce
the possible damage to the bullion. My
husband likes this hobby of mine as he can
now buy me “boys’ toys” as birthday and
Christmas presents which he can also use.
My selection of tools and equipment is
growing and space is getting limited!
I attend local craft fairs and can also be
found at Chesham’s Local Produce Market,
which is towards the Clock Tower on the
fourth Saturday of each month. It is always
lovely to speak with and see new people
and even better to have return customers.
Erin Thwaites

Some of the tools of the trade…
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From Revd. Chris Haywood…
Having experimented with a pattern of worship which sought
to deliver two services in each church each month, it has
become apparent that we need to make a transition in the
service pattern to ensure that I can offer worship in each
benefice each Sunday (which is strictly speaking my legal
responsibility to deliver). The worship will, by nature, be
Parish Communion services, which I am required to deliver for
each benefice each Sunday. I was grateful that the church and

refugees. The Churches in the Hilltops and
at The Lee are engaging in the agenda to
respond to the crisis. Please do let me know
if you can help. We all thought that Covid
was going to be the biggest crisis we’d
live through but I fear war in Ukraine will
have a bigger impact, destabilising world
peace as well as impacting us economically,
with all the associated hardships. It’s so
heartening that there is a groundswell
of goodwill to make a response. On
Palm Sunday, 10 April, there will be an
opportunity to gather to pray for the
situation in St. Mary’s Church at 5pm. Please
do join us.

indeed community at The Lee were so gracious in making their
appeal for more worship opportunities, as is their legal right, which I appreciated and
was persuaded to respond to. I believe the new pattern achieves a suitable balance.

H

ence, in May we make a transition
to a service pattern which allows me
to offer weekly services at The Lee 1st and 3rd for the early morning 8am Book
of Common Prayer service in the Old Church
and 2nd and 4th Sunday for an 11am Parish
Communion. On the first Sunday of the
month at The Lee we will be able to offer
something alternative - in the form of a
family service, suitable for all ages.
Across the Hilltops there will be a Parish
Communion at St. Leonards at 9am on the
first Sunday, at Hawridge at 11am on the
third Sunday and at Cholesbury at 9am on
the fourth Sunday. For now, the Book of
Common Prayer Communion service will
be offered at Cholesbury at 9.30am on the
second Sunday of the month. The breakfast
service will need to move to the third
Sunday of the month to allow me to be
able to travel to attend it.
I know the new pattern won’t suit
everyone and will require some services
to move Sundays, but the new pattern
allows me to get around the churches
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reasonably and deliver worship in a
balanced way across the benefices.
We are very much looking forward to
Easter. After our compromised Christmas
celebrations we are excited that we can
offer a full Easter programme - Palm
Sunday Service, Holy week Compline (night
prayer vigil type service) and Maundy
Thursday with the traditional foot washing.
Such a practice comes naturally to me given
my past career as a Chiropodist / Podiatrist.
Indeed, some of the congregation in
my last church were reluctant to come
forward fearing I might do some diagnosis!
I undertook the foot washing with a
colleague on one occasion who commented
- washed by an amateur, dried by an
expert! Seriously, it’s an important part
of our Easter worship - where the priest
follows Jesus’ example, humbly washing his
disciples’ feet.

An Easter quiz…

1. What’s the earliest date Easter Day can be?
2. What’s the latest date Easter Day can be?
3. What food is traditionally eaten on Good Friday?
4. What is the day before Good Friday called?
5. What is the Sunday before Easter called?
6. Easter Island is part of which country?
7. What bird traditionally delivers Easter eggs to children in Switzerland?
8. Which Scottish football team plays its home games at Easter Road?
9. Traditionally, what type of eggs were given as Easter presents before
chocolate?
10. On average, how many Easter eggs is it calculated that a child in the UK
receives each year….4.8, 6.8 or 8.8?

Finally, I’m sure we are all moved by the
situation in the Ukraine and the plight of
Hilltop News
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FROM THE REGISTERS
ST LEONARDS
Burial
3 February 2022 – Claire Cox

CHURCH MATTERS
CHOLESBURY

C

holesbury
church is most
fortunate to
have a very talented
team of ladies who
arrange flowers and
carry out cleaning.
Dorrit Cartmell has, for the last 28 years,
organised their rota, ensuring everyone has
plenty of notice. Our church is small and
flower displays have a big impact, bringing
freshness and colour which enhances
our worship. Dorrit followed the special
requirements of the church’s seasons and
there are no flowers in Lent but Easter
Day bursts with Spring flowers! Pentecost
lends itself to graphic arrangements and
Harvest has special displays incorporating
fruit and vegetables. At Christmas there is
a wonderful spread of greenery that must
share space with candles, our Nativity crib
and Three Wise Men.
Dorrit has announced that she and
Stephen are moving to the West Country
to be near their daughter, Francesca, and
their grandchildren. Dorrit, reliable as
ever, looked for a successor and Maggie
Carruthers has kindly agreed to take on
this task. Over the years, Dorrit has had to
recruit volunteers when someone left and
Maggie has already found new volunteers.
Dorrit’s departure was marked with a
28

Tea Party at Shire Lane Farmhouse, thanks
to Liz Green, and sixteen people came
along to say goodbye and give their best
wishes after so many years. They signed
a card created using photos of past floral
displays in the church to act as a reminder
of 28 years’ wonderful service. John Farmer
gave a short speech and a poem, The Lent
Lily by AE Housman, was read out and
then Joan Barnard merrily recalled some
past incidents. A beautiful flower vase was
presented as a lasting momento.
Thank you very, very much, Dorrit and
our best wishes for the future.
The Hilltop villages were badly affected
by Storm Eunice and power outages were
widespread but not uniform. This was
reflected in Cholesbury church which has
a curious electricity supply. There are two
supplies and at 7pm on Saturday evening
the vestry and underfloor heating had
no electricity but the nave and organ still
had power. During the night power was
restored and the service went ahead.
Our Quinquennial Inspection was carried
out and problems were identified - but
nothing was rated as urgent. However,
some plastering of the chancel ceiling is
required soon and the roof continues to
cause concern.

Farewell Dorrit!

during Holy Week.
On Good Friday, 15 April, the Walk of
Witness will start as usual at St Leonards
Church at 10am and will finish at
Cholesbury Village Hall followed by a Good
Friday Meditation Service. You are most
welcome to join us for this Service.
On Easter Sunday, 17 April, we will
celebrate this most important day with
Communion in Cholesbury church at 9am.
As we come out of Covid we are
planning fun events as part of our
fundraising programme…
Saturday 14 May
Quiz at St Leonards Parish Hall
Sunday 3 July
Cream Teas in Cholesbury Village Hall
Monday 29 August
Fete on the Common outside Village Hall
Please put these dates in your diary.

Easter – There will be a lay-led service
of Compline at 8pm on Monday 11 April
Hilltop News
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HAWRIDGE

T

he pattern of
twice monthly
communion
services at St Mary’s
(using the Common
Worship wording) has continued in 2022
and is set to continue. Additionally, on
30 January, Hawridge hosted a service
celebrating Candlemas (commemorating the
Bible story of the presentation of the baby
Jesus at the Temple – and in Luke’s gospel,
the Nunc Dimittis forms part of the passage
describing the event – and technically falls
on 2nd February). Candlemas is also said to
mark the end of the Christmas season. After
the service, those attending were invited by
the Rector’s wife, Georgie, for refreshments
at the Chiltern Velo Café, which were much
enjoyed.
The Ash Wednesday service at Hawridge,
the first day of Lent this year being on 2nd
March, included the ‘imposition of ashes’
on those present. By the time you read
this report, you will be more than half way
through your period of abstinence for Lent
(let us hope that you are keeping happily
to your chosen resolution) and Mothering
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Sunday (4th Sunday in Lent, this year 27
March) will have passed and, although
plans have not been confirmed at the time
of writing, it is hoped that, as in past years,
there will have been a service at St Mary’s at
which floral gifts will have been distributed
for presents to mothers.
Storm Eunice caused damage throughout
the Hilltops, as we all know, but happily the
only damage at St Mary’s was the loss of
one larger branch from a Scots Pine in the
churchyard (but quite a lot of smaller stuff
also came down).
The Annual Parish Meeting must also be
held before the end of May and the papers
are being prepared (the accounts are with
the independent examiner for inspection
at the time of writing) and papers will be
circulated and notice given of the date and
time of the meeting as required by the
Church Representation Rules (which include
the requirement for the notice of meeting
to be pinned to the door of the church at
least two Sundays before the date of the
meeting). All are welcome.
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Wednesday 25 May. Do come and join us!

ST LEONARDS

W

e are very
sad to tell
you of the
unexpected death of
Brian Lake. Brian and Anne,
who lived at Coppice Farm Park, have been
a part of our village for many years and
together had fought valiantly to overcome
Brian’s various periods of ill-health. Our
thoughts and prayers are with Anne and
their family at this time.
For some years Brian was the Hilltop
News setter - a job requiring much skill
and not a little patience - as articles flew in
and out at great speed. But patience and
calm were Brian’s strong suits. He certainly
knew his way around his computer and he
compiled much interesting family history
over the years. A staunch member of St
Leonards and latterly Cholesbury church,
he shared with Anne a deep knowledge of
church procedure which was invaluable to
us all. We shall miss him.

Mothering Sunday and Breakfast –
By the time you read this we will have
celebrated Mothering Sunday and Breakfast
on 27 March and we will bring you a full
report.
Meanwhile, the Breakfast Service
continues to appeal to a lot of people –
young and old alike – and last month there
were thirty eight who joined us to enjoy
our fresh coffee and bacon butties (not
forgetting the pain au chocolat, which
definitely gets the young out of bed!)
and this combined with a simple service
and Janet Hopkinson’s amusing short
talk, which gained a well-deserved round
of applause, gave a lot of pleasure to a
lot of people. We meet again on Sunday
24 April and Sunday 22 May – 9am for
Breakfast and 9.30 in church for a short but
meaningful service. We’d love to see you!

Cholesbury Church at 12 noon. It is a lovely
walk, stopping at the stations of the cross
for a reading and a hymn. Do join us – dogs
are most welcome as well!
On Easter Sunday, 17 April, at 11am
there will be a Family Service (with an
Easter Egg Hunt!) which will be lay-led,
short and simple on a day which is so
important in the church calendar and
indeed to Christians the world over. Do
come if you can.

Easter – On Good Friday, The Walk
of Witness starts at 10am at St Leonards
and joins the Service of Meditation in

We need you! – Our numbers at
the Hilltop Teas have dwindled since
the beginning (or ending) of the Covid
restrictions and we would love to see you
all back again plus any friends you would
like to bring. It’s a happy hour and a half
on the fourth Wednesday of each month
and the scones and cakes are amazing! We
can always arrange to bring and take home
anyone needing transport and we feel
it’s particularly important for people who
might be limited to being at home most
of the time to be able to get out and meet
people – it is a real life-line especially if you
live on your own. So do please try to come
and join us and persuade others to do the
same. You don’t even have to be ‘elderly’
- any age will qualify you for a cup of tea
and a chat!
We will meet again at 3pm on
Wednesday 27 April and again on
Hilltop News
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HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

The domain of insects
It is probably hard to believe that over half of all plants, animals, fungi, bacteria and virus
species so far identified are insects. Insects represent 56% of all species and a mere 10
trillion in numbers, that’s 1.4 billion insects per human. Over one million insect species
have so far been classified and maybe as many as that again remain to be found. The
dominance of insects can be further displayed by observing that threequarters of all
animals are insects. Birds and mammals, which perhaps are the most visible in our daily
lives, account for less than 2% of all species.

D

efining an insect can be problematic.
Top of the list of criteria are
possessing six legs and having a
body divided into three sections, during
at least part of its life cycle. Wings and
external mouthparts, when present, also
point towards insects but the latter is not
infallible. Adaptation in form though
can cause confusion between insects and
examples from closely related invertebrates.
We humans could not survive without
plants, primarily for producing oxygen
by removing carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere. However, as many as a
quarter of a million plants, including most
of those on which we rely on for food,
require insects to pollinate their flowers.
Furthermore, without insects, vast areas of
land in certain regions of the world would
very soon be overwhelmed by animal dung
and putrefying dead animals. In contrast to
those beneficial insects, one large swarm
of African locusts can consume more
agricultural food in a day than a city the
size of London. Mosquitos carrying malaria
are normally responsible in a single day for
more human deaths than any other single
cause.
Ancestors of insects belonging to the
animal group Arthropoda were amongst

32

the primordial animal representatives
that moved onto land some 540 million
years ago (mya). The first primitive insects
appeared some 400mya. With tough
exoskeletons, insects were able to develop
stronger muscles, which could be anchored
to a lightweight yet rigid external structure.
Firstly, this provided the opportunity to
enable greater mobility and speed of
movement, both to avoid predation and
to be a predator themselves. Secondly,
and probably more significantly, these
characteristics meant that insects were
the first animals to take to the air. The
evolution of wings was in the scale of
overall time very fast, occurring around
300mya and was a direct consequence
of a rapid increase in oxygen by a rapid
expansion of green plants. This oxygenrich environment led to an era of the
gigantic insects, the largest of which was a
dragonfly with 30-inch wingspan!
With this dragonfly in mind there
remains today some debate as to how such
insects evolved wings. The theory favoured
by most leading entomologists involves
articulated appendages with muscles which
had already evolved whilst insects enjoyed
both a terrestrial and amphibious phase
in their lifecycle. If you have ever seen the
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nymphs of dragonflies or beetle larvae in a
pond you will have noticed the abdominal
flanges that act as gills but also enable
rapid movement. Even today, certain insects
like water skaters, rather than opting to fly,
are seen on ponds orientating their wings
like sails using surface breezes to skate
across the surface of the water.
Interestingly, 200mya and prior to the
Jurassic period and age of the dinosaurs,
there would have been no pesky flies to
invade a prehistoric larder. Likewise, wasps
visiting a picnic in a forest glade would
have to wait for another 40 million years!
Almost as soon as some insects
developed wings others began to lose
them. A typical insect has two pairs of
wings but true flies have only one pair.
Their hind wings have disappeared save
for a tiny stump with a bulb on the tip
which plays an important role in providing
a counterweight to the lift provided by
their wings. Many insects have sacrificed
their wings either partially, as in all but the
reproductive phase of modern-day ants and
termites, or totally like fleas, thrips and lice.
With the emergence of large herds and
communities of mammals and birds it is
not a surprise that fossil records show these
animals were accompanied at close quarters
by fleas. Who needs wings when you are
carried around and can hop from one host
to another?
The most important event to transform
insects into the largest group of animals
was the emergence of flowering plants
between 120 to 80mya. The blossoming
of flowers enabled the evolution of bees
into specialised nectar feeders and pollen
collectors and led to the great expansion of
butterflies, flies, beetles and other bugs.
The disappearance of dinosaurs 60mya
allowed plant-eating reptiles and emerging
larger mammals to open the savannah
lands, providing new habitats for ants and
termites, forsaking their four wings to live
underground in very large colonies.
Lepidoptera - butterflies and moths
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- display the most diversity of form and
habitat. Key features are the flamboyant
colours and iridescence on wings and body
resulting from sophisticated scales and hairs
and highly specialised mouthparts in the
form of a long, coiled tube or proboscis.
The lifecycle of lepidoptera is also highly
advanced with camouflaged eggs and
caterpillars specialised in quickly building
up bulk and nutrients and developing
chemical defences against predators. A
chrysalis provides a safe environment for
an amazing transition from larva to imago
(adult butterfly or moth). Female adults
developed pheromones to attract males.
Bees and wasps are the most advanced
families in the insect kingdom. They are
strong fliers, which often, but not always,
live in large colonies or social groups of
up to 80,000, housed in sophisticated
accommodation and exhibiting a wide
division of labour and communication
between individuals. Caring for offspring
is a feature of most bee, wasp and ant
species. Some (ants and wasps) are
predators and most can sting or bite in
predating or defence.
After the establishment of insects as a
dominant group of animals it would be
a further 55 million years before man’s
earliest ancestors began to appear. As
our race became civilised, many insects
have moved in with us, like cockroaches,
silverfish, earwigs, death watch beetles,
ants, lice (human, cat, dog, and book), fleas,
flies, weevils, bees and wasps, hibernating
butterflies and ladybirds, overnighting
moths and others.
In the UK there are 22,500 insect species
of which just over 50 are native butterflies,
2,500 moths, 40 dragonflies, 35 crickets
and grasshoppers, 300 flies, 4,000 beetles,
250 bees, 7,000 wasps and 60 ants - more
than enough variety to look out for a few
species of each in our villages, woodlands,
ponds or fields.
Chris Brown
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Spring pub news

The Hearing Dogs
28 Challenge

Please check the current situation of our local
pubs by using the following communication
links…
Black Horse Inn
www.theblackhorsechesham.co.uk
Facebook: theblackhorsechesham
01494 784656
Full Moon
www.fullmoonpub.info
Facebook: The-Full-Moon-at-Hawidge
01494 758959
Old Swan
www.theoldswanpub.co.uk
Facebook: theoldswanbucks
01494 837239
White Lion
www.whitelion.pub
Facebook: thelwhitelion
01494 758097

During February the Hearing Dogs for the
Deaf, based locally at Saunderton, ran a ‘28
Challenge’ fundraiser, asking supporters to
do something based around the number
28 - bake 28 cup cakes, cycle 28 miles, be
silent for 28 hours - and raise money for
the Hearing Dogs by doing so.

A

ll of those above-mentioned
activities would be completely
impossible for me but having 28
dogs on a dog walk sounded much more
doable. So, I put out the call for 28 dogs
to meet on Sunday 27 February, asking for
a donation from each handler of £10 and
then we could all go for a little ramble.
Walking the dogs was the easy part.
There was parking to find, a walk with no
‘pinch points’, no stiles, no kissing gates,
ideally no mud, no dodgy tree branches
and no likelihood of meeting a lot of other
dogs. Thanks to Christine Stott we managed
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to tick all these boxes and on a gloriously
sunny Sunday morning we met at Hawridge
and set off on our 40-minute amble.
We didn’t quite make 28 dogs as a lot of
people were away for half-term but we did
make up for that by having two very special
dogs with us: Jenny Smith’s hearing dog,
Tazzie, and the wonderful Archie, Alison
Kopieczek’s little hearing dog puppy, that
will hopefully be doing the same job as
Tazzie in the future.
A total of 25 dogs ambled in the
sunshine and much to my relief the same
number of dogs returned as set off. Thank
you to all the handlers and dogs that took
up the challenge and to all those of you
who kindly donated to the cause without
taking part.
We have sent £350 to the Hearing
Dogs and we are thrilled that Hilltops Dog
Training will have their very own sponsored
puppy as a result.
Janet Hopkinson
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Margaret June Page

Elaine and June put much planning into
their holidays together and visited New
Zealand where Elaine drove through both
islands. Sadly, these stopped with recent
restrictions.
Many in the Hilltops will remember June
as the lady who walked and cycled through
the villages enjoying the countryside she
loved. She was a popular figure and widely
recognised. In her later years she had a fall
that needed hip surgery and restricted her
mobility.
Elaine was devoted to her care,
particularly when June started to develop
dementia but a second fall required a stay
in hospital where she caught Covid and
died aged 88. She will be remembered as
the lady with the smile.

8 June 1933 - 28 January 2022

J

une was born in Tring where her father,
Frederick Flitney, was a bus inspector.
The family had ties with Buckland
Common through her grandfather who
lived in Beechwood Farm Lodge at the
bottom of Little Twye and who worked at
Leylands Farm.
June started work in a Tring bakery and
her ready smile probably helped her gain
the job. Retail proved congenial and, after
marriage, June worked in Woolworths in
Chesham. She married Percy Page, who
was a painter and decorator, in 1956 at St
Leonards and her sister, now Jean Turner,
was bridesmaid. The newlyweds moved to
Oak Lane Cottage where June lived for the
rest of her life.
Elaine was born in1962 and June’s
regular work stopped but her nature was
always to be active. She was in demand
for housework and took on cleaning and
ironing duties. Many local families were
grateful for her commitment, particularly
those with younger children who warmed
to a friendly person. The large garden in
Oak Lane was well tended as a joint effort
with Elaine and they were generous with
their produce.
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Julia Swallow
26 March 1937 - 28 January 2022

J

ulia and Graham
Swallow first
arrived in
the area in 1985
when they lived in
Cholesbury Road,
Wigginton with their
four daughters.
Julia was born
in Leeds with a
twin brother but
the family moved to Atherstone when
her father became headmaster of a
new Comprehensive school. Julia, at the
local Grammar school, wanted to train
as a doctor but her headmaster refused
to support her application. Julia was
undeterred and moved to a girls’ school
where she received the help she needed.
There was another hurdle to jump as the
girls’ school did not teach physics, so Julia
crossed the road to the boys’ school.
She went to Leeds University to study
medicine and met Graham through the
OTC. Graham was a research chemist
and, on completing his PhD, had been
awarded a research grant in Canada. This
was postponed, as Julia had contracted
TB following an autopsy which she had to
complete for her degree, but eventually
they got away and Julia’s first daughter was
born in Canada.
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Motherhood for a professional in the
NHS had its drawbacks and Julia was twice
sacked for being pregnant. Julia had always
loved working and re-entered medicine as
soon as possible.
Back in London, Julia became a GP but
a career move by Graham brought her to
Leicestershire where she transferred to
Community Health medicine. The next
move for the family was to Derbyshire and
Julia continued in community work. Then
they moved to Chorleywood and Julia
focussed on Paediatrics including fostering
and adoption work.
Julia and Graham moved to Sandpit
Hill in 2002 and Julia joined the WI, Local
History Group and Hort Soc and regularly
attended the community Pub Lunches. Julia
was able to take care of Graham when he
had surgery and Graham devoted himself
to Julia as her dementia, Alzheimer’s and
arthritis took hold. Julia and Graham were
committed to their family with regular
holidays together and at her funeral her
coffin was carried by six grandsons. One
grandson closed the funeral service with
The Last Post.
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100 Club
winners

Answers to
Easter quiz…
1.

March 22nd

2.

April 25th

3.

Fish

4.

Maundy Thursday

February 2022
£15 Joan Barnard, Cholesbury
£10 Andrew Carruthers, Cholesbury

5.

Palm Sunday

6.

Chile

March 2022
£25 Rebecca Walton, Cholesbury
£15 Michael Joseph, St Leonards

7.

Cuckoo

8.

Hibernian

9.

Hard boiled eggs

10.

8.8

Cholesbury Village Hall

For membership, please contact
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email
jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

CURVACEOUS COOK
Paska
As a token of solidarity to Ukraine, I thought I would offer the Easter bread of that country for this month.
I have a Ukrainian niece-in-law, and she tells me this is an authentic recipe and commonly made at
home for Easter. You can fancy it up with plaited dough on the top or round the top if you wish, or just
use the whole mix to make a loaf. It is usually round and high, and you break bits off it or slice it.
It is a slightly sweetened enriched dough and you can add dried fruit,
but that is not as they would normally eat it.
You can use any cup if you don’t have the proper measured ones
For the dough:
5 cups (602 g) plain or strong flour (traditionally white)
1 pack instant dried yeast (1¼ tsp)
¼ cup (50g) granulated sugar
2 ½ tsp salt
1 cup tepid water
½ cup whole milk
2 large eggs

St Leonards Parish Hall

¼ cup(4tbs) unsalted butter at room temperature

Latest winners will appear
in the next issue.

For the topping:
1 large egg
1 tbs water

For membership, please contact
Richard Leat on leatrj@yahoo.co.uk
or 01494 758784.

V V

1 tbs granulated sugar
Mix all dough ingredients together to a soft smooth ball. It should not be sticky when properly ready.
I use a stand mixer with a dough hook. Set aside to rise for about an hour:
it should be nearly doubled in size.

V

Grease a 9” springform or cake tin.
Pull off about a quarter of the dough if you are going to do the plaits, otherwise
shape all the dough into a ball, and put in centre of the pan.
Make plait of the small bit if you want to and either place in a cross or around the edge of the tin.
Cover and leave to rise for another 45 minutes till nearly doubled again.
Heat oven to 180°C, with the rack quite low.
Beat egg and water together and brush over the top, sprinkle on the sugar.
Bake for 35 to 45 minutes until rich golden brown.
Let it cool completely before slicing.
If there is any leftover it makes excellent toast or French toast.
Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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Twenty years old!
Ten years ago I wrote ‘Hilltop News continues to flourish under Graham’s direction. Life in
these villages is a precious and constant source of interest to us all and it is thanks to the
many people who give so much time to it today that the Newsletter goes from strength to
strength. Congratulations!’

M

uch hasn’t changed: Graham, still
at the helm, fields the demands,
delays and deliberations of his
contributors with his experienced eye –
always grateful for their constant support.
Michael Spark with his artistic ability and
flair for putting the right thing in the right
place manipulates his working schedule to
produce a perfect edition six times a year…
combining setting with drawings and often
the outer cover itself. Ann Horn expertly
manages the advertising without which
Hilltop News couldn’t function – relying
totally on its revenue to keep the whole
Newsletter afloat.
Then there’s Rosie Pearce, who organises
the distribution of the magazine into over
600 households every two months. What
happens if a distributor is ill or moves
away? Rosie steps in often on her own. Her
personal ‘round’ is huge and always carried
out with a lovely smile! In twenty years, the
names of the houses haven’t changed but
often the occupiers have and Rosie takes it
all in her stride.
Paula Angell burns the midnight oil as
she proof-reads the final copy – often with
a very short deadline ahead of her. This
is an essential job if the quality of HTN is
to be upheld and one to which she pays
meticulous attention – her clear markings in
red bearing testimony to this…there’s never
an error in the final copy!
Our Vicar and Rector, Chris Haywood,
following in David Burgess’ footsteps,
provides his regular and important message
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for each edition.
Nick Butterworth deals with the finances
of the whole operation, breathing doom
and gloom as is the wont of accountants,
but always seeming to manage to carry
us through to another year without our
sinking under!
As ‘co-ordinator’ I huff and puff in
the background hopefully encouraging
or discouraging where appropriate. It
is important to have a good working
relationship within the whole team and
this is something we seem able to achieve
among ourselves.
Finally, we have two ‘elder statesmen’
as part of the very necessary Supervisory
Committee in John Allen and Tim Watts,
who form an overview of the work of the
Newsletter. We value enormously their
contribution from both a legal and social
point of view.
Chris Honey of Orbit Press in Chesham
now provides a top-quality end product:
the printing of which is of the utmost
importance as it exemplifies all the hard
work that has gone into each issue.
Our small but perfectly formed team
works well and allowed us to gain 30th
place out of over 400 in the National Parish
Mag Award Scheme in 2018/19. Not bad
when compared with some of the Parishes
who were many times larger and had access
to much greater funding!
Twenty years ago I rang John Phimister
and with his help we started with a ‘Press
Gang’ of me as Editor, Christine Haysom as
Hilltop News

our brilliant sub-editor (why was
she always in Rome when I needed
her copy?!); Maureen Newall (who
for so many years had produced
the Parish Magazine from her own
home on her Roneo machine); John
himself and James Watson…some
dear names from the past. Paula
and Imogen Vallance became our
proof- readers and Oliver Parsons
was our official photographer!
Lulu Stevens, the Curvaceous
Cook, took on the job of providing
a bi-monthly recipe either from
Bellingdon or Tuscany – a hugely
appreciated job she continues with
enthusiasm to this day. Chris Brown
began his nature notes, Bill Ingram
started his local pub reports; all our
local societies were represented
and the advertising took off. Tony
Taylor was our setter until business
activities overtook him and Brian
Lake kindly took this on.
When Christine and I decided
to draw stumps, we had several
guest editors including Lindsay Griffin and
Fletcher Nicholson, who did a wonderful
job until a phone call from me secured
Graham Lincoln as Editor…a scoop indeed!
So where do we go from here?
We need to hear from you, dear Readers….
we need to know about your lives; the
lives of your neighbours and friends; your
homes; your work; the books you read; the
films and plays you see; your hopes and
fears……so that we can write about it and
share your thoughts with the community!
Should we have a letters page once again?
What do you like to read about? Do tell us!
Anne Butterworth
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We welcome all news, letters and articles
which are of general interest and relevance
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for
inclusion in the June/July edition should
be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 15 May
latest. Please note that photos sent online
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449
grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700
anne@churchcottage.uk
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250
annhorn272@gmail.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882
info@michaelspark.com
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printing
Orbit Press, Chesham 01494 778053
info@orbitpress.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making
and is funded by advertising.
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