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Jubilee time again!
June & July 2022

Let’s celebrate!
The Hilltop Villages are all set to welcome a
weekend of events over the Bank Holiday,
joining the nationwide celebration of The
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee…

T

he St Leonards fete has had to be
cancelled on the last two occasions
because of Covid, so we are
particularly pleased to be able to resume
our annual event on Saturday 4th June at
St Leonards. Let’s enjoy plenty of traditional
fun – and hope for good weather!
We then look ahead to our next village
show – the Churches Fete on August Bank
Holiday Monday.
Royal occasions have been embraced
enthusiastically by the Hilltop Villagers since
Elizabeth II became Queen. In this issue
we look back on how we celebrated the
Coronation and previous Jubilees…
Also …
• Claire Cox and Brian Lake remembered

• A courageous and touching account of
living with dementia
• More classical music from Echor
• Ultrafast broadband on its way
Plus our regular features…
Chris Brown gives a hoot about our
native owls
Our Curvaceous Cook serves up a
mouth-watering seasonal treat
…and all the news from our Churches,
School, Clubs, Pubs, Councils and Societies.

Hilltop News

Time to be patriotic!

Front cover
It seems like yesterday (at least to some of
us) that we gathered round the bonfire on
the Common. It was one of 2012 official
beacons lit around the country to celebrate
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The full
moon added to the dramatic scene then.
There will be no full moon this time, but
our local pub of that name is to host a
beacon fire on Thursday 2nd June, echoing
that memorable occasion ten years ago.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Defibrillator
There are two defibrillators in the parish,
one at Cholesbury Village Hall and one
located at St Leonards Parish Hall. If there
is an emergency that requires the use of
the defibrillator, dialling 999 will give
instructions on how to access the machine
by the ambulance service.
Highways and Rights of Way
The Parish Council regularly
reports highway and rights of way
problems to Transport for Bucks and reports
on the progress made at the monthly
PC meetings. These are also listed as an
appendix to the minutes that are published
on the website. Residents can report issues
directly by going to the ‘Fix my Street’
website https://fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.
uk/ and providing details of the problem.
Residents can also let the Parish Council
know directly.
Grass verge cutting
Buckinghamshire Council are scheduled
to carry out four rural cuts of the grass

verges and road triangles each season. This
year the first was due between April to
mid-May and the second and third are due
between 17 May to 14 July and 21 June
to 27 August. The last cut is between 13
September to 14 October. Buckinghamshire
Council’s grass cutting in the past has,
unfortunately, been carried out with
varying degrees of efficiency and the Parish
Council has had to complain each year to
get action. If you notice verges that remain
uncut, please let the PC know.
Grants to community groups
and organisations
The Chesham and Villages Community
Board, on which the Parish Council sits,
has delegated responsibility to consider
and award funding to community groups
and organisations for projects that are
for the benefit of the local community.
There are specific criteria to assess bids
for funding. For example, whether the
projects contribute to community health
and wellbeing, improving opportunities
for participation of older and younger
residents, or protecting of the natural
environment. If you think your group
might benefit from such financial support,
please contact the Chairman on the number
below.

Meetings
Parish Council meetings take place 10 times
a year at 6pm on Tuesdays at St Leonards
Parish Hall. Next meetings are:
• Tuesday 21st June 2022
• Tuesday 2nd August 2022

Your Parish Councillors are:
Chris Brown (Chairman) -758890
Bill Ingram (Vice-Chairman) -758258
Philip Matthews - 758205

Please contact me if you have any questions
or need to report anything.

Graham Kersting - 758319

Parish Clerk, Hayley Farrelly, 07704-909324
parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Buckinghamshire Councillors:

Oliver Maury – 758015

Patricia Birchley - 07714 704017
Jane MacBean - 07812 177794

Correction

Mohammad Fayyaz – 0777 202 7829

In the last issue of Hilltop News we

Buckinghamshire Council:

incorrectly stated that the Planning

Contact number: 0300 131 6000

Application for a Telecoms Tower at
Cholesbury Reservoir was made on
behalf of Vodafone. The applicant
was Cornerstone Telecommunications
Infrastructure Ltd. We apologise for this
error.

Vacancies on the Parish Council
We currently have five councillors and
have vacancies for an additional two.
Could you volunteer some time, energy
and expertise to find practical solutions
and get things done for your community?
Parish Councillors represent residents’
views and press for improvements to
Buckinghamshire Council’s services,
such as roads, planning decisions and
enforcement, refuse collection and
protection of our environment. Meetings
are also held with police, health and fire
services and voluntary organisations. If you
are interested, please contact the Parish
Clerk or come along to the Parish Council
meeting.
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL
I was out recently
with the Local Area
Technician Wayne
Fabian. Although
new to Chiltern
Ridges, Wayne is
making excellent
progress in repairing
potholes, getting
larger areas patched
and is generally on top of drainage
problems. I sincerely hope he will improve
the maintenance of local roads, many of
which need constant attention due to the
high volume of rural traffic and commercial
vehicles which grind them down.

R

oss Tackley, who manages Chesham &
Villages Community Board, has been
supporting the arrival of Ukrainian
refugees and organised a get-together
for 50 attendees in Chesham for guests to
meet each other and give host families the
chance to meet and lend advice.
The Board is also supporting the Queen’s
Jubilee celebrations through the Parish
Council and is hosting an open evening
at Elgiva to meet local residents and
voluntary organisations and to present the
Proud of Bucks awards for outstanding
service to the community. In the last year
our community boards have supported
415 local projects. Parish Councils were
strategic partners in projects supporting
economic recovery, the environment,
highway improvements, young people and
improving community health.
Bucks Business First is offering grants to
local companies for cyber security and staff
training in digital skills, mentoring support,
providing employer teams at Jobcentre
Plus to match job seekers with employment
6

vacancies and support student start-ups
at Buckingham University. The Heart of
Bucks Community Foundation has mobilised
1500 volunteers into essential roles across
the county through the Buckinghamshire
Volunteer Matching Service. It seeks entries
for the Bucks Open Weekend from 2831July supported by Bucks Culture and
the Rothschild Foundation. Grants are
available for not-for-profit organisations
to create a cultural activity that meets the
‘tree and green’ theme. Artists, creators
or freelancers registered as sole traders
are eligible. To find out more google
Buckinghamshire Culture (at Bucks New
University).
I wish everyone taking their GCSEs and A
Levels the very best of luck this summer. It
is pleasing to know that all our local upper
schools are amongst the best in Britain
and are in 6th place in the UK in terms of
results. Many teachers dealt with difficult
issues during the Covid pandemic but
mainly continued teaching the curriculum
online and I signed a letter on behalf of
Buckinghamshire Council thanking them all.
Please let me know if I can raise your
concerns with officers at County Hall.
Cllr Patricia Birchley, Chiltern Ridges
Division, Buckinghamshire Council. Patricia.
Birchley@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
07714 704017

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions
01442 890184
07909 542149
annmalvern@sky.com

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL

Do you remember last spring? As
Lockdown kicked in, the sun shone
down as if determined to help us
through uncertain times. It was so warm
cucumbers grew too quickly and got a
bitter aftertaste. Fast - or not - forward a
year, and it feels very different. The sun’s
deserted us and who can get a cucumber to
grow? Maybe it’s because planes haven’t
been flying (disclaimer - not science).

W

hy am I writing about the
weather? Well, I’m British. Also,
weather poses a particular
challenge for school. Has the child been
born who loves being slathered in Factor
50 at 8am as their shambling, reclusive
parent tries to convince them that rain will
become blazing sunshine by lunchtime?
Next day, flip it. The sun is out. The child
has finally been convinced to wear their
summer uniform. But the forecast says
rain, maybe even sleet… well, you get the
idea. But if you see young schoolchildren
traipsing about, packed up like mules, don’t
be alarmed - the age bracket for Duke
of Edinburgh hasn’t been broadened. It’s
just primary attempting to deal with an
unpredictable spring.

Now, there’s nothing sadder than a
neglected garden feature. So, Mrs Nash
and her fabulous helpers braved the
unpredictable weather to wrestle a scruffy
collection of willows back into an arch. It
looks superb and the kids love it. And what
is more exhilarating than dashing through
a living tunnel?
Elsewhere, pupils have been benefitting
from virtual visits from children’s authors
and illustrators. Something good to come
out of the last year is how we’ve adapted
to remote communication. Of course,
we all hate Zoom because we’d rather
see someone in person: but it also offers
access. These kids have been exposed to
professions that make sense to them - jobs
that are different to those serious things
that mum and dad bang on about all the
time. ‘What, people get paid to draw?
Bring it on!’
Speaking of jobs - Year 6 completed
an impressive design project. They were
briefed to design a shelter, consider its
purpose, create a questionnaire for some
home-based marketplace research before
filling in design and specification, including
costs, materials, and ecological impact. And
the results could put seasoned professionals
to shame!
As ever, a shout out to all staff working
hard - starting early, giving extra lessons
- to bridge learning gaps caused by
lockdowns. You’re amazing!
Finally, the May school newsletter notes
how nice it is to see the swifts back and
shares a poem, ‘The Lost Spells’ by Robert
Macfarlane. The poem imagines what
it would be like if something beautiful
that we take for granted suddenly didn’t
happen. Particularly poignant as we
anticipate regaining the freedoms that
looked out of reach just a few short months
ago.
Rob Scott
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CHOLESBURY CUM ST LEONARDS HORT SOC
By now we should be enjoying some
pleasant summer weather and seeing the
results of spring gardening.

I

t is now safe to plant out the last of
tender annuals and salad crops and
runner beans should be climbing away.
Give roses a good mulch of manure or
compost and keep dead heading once they
start flowering. Any spring flowering shrubs
should be pruned back. Remove leaves of
daffodils once they have wilted.
Tomatoes need regular watering with
tomato feed. Allow only six trusses to
fruit and pinch out any side shoots. To
avoid blight I only now grow them in the
greenhouse.
Sweet peas also need regularly feeding
to keep them flowering in the summer
months.
It is not too late to sow French beans
and I prefer to grow the climbing varieties
to avoid slug damage.
The lack of rain in April and May means
regular watering continues and best to do
this early in the morning.
In late May you can do the ‘Chelsea
Chop’ to some perennials such as phlox
and asters by cutting back half the plant to
flower later and prolong their flowering
season. In July apply the ‘Hampton Hack’
with other herbaceous perennials for the
same reason.
Now is the time to take cuttings from
salvias, asters and herbs such as rosemary,
lavender and sage. Keep in moist gritty soil
until ready to plant out in August.

family run nursery. They now only have
two poly tunnels which are full of plants
suitable for tubs and hanging baskets such
as petunias and fuchsias. They now no
longer sell their own ready planted hanging
baskets.
I was impressed with the plants on offer
in the outside areas. There is an excellent
choice of well grown perennial plants,
herbs and small shrubs. They stock a small
supply of compost and manure, etc.
Another nursery to visit is Sunnyside
Nursery in Northchurch where there is a
good selection of more unusual perennials.
Bulbourne Garden centre near Tring has
recently been enlarged greatly. The plants
are well maintained and it has a large
range of garden sundries.
In July, please look around your gardens
to see what you might enter in the Flower

Show this year. Download the schedule
from our website to see what you can
nurture to enter this year. Don’t forget the
craft classes which can showcase all sorts of
local talents for visitors to admire.
Diana Garner has her garden open under
the NGS until the end of July. Please book
via email to: montana@cholesbury.net
Also search the NGS website or the
yellow book to visit other local gardens
open for the charity or further afield if you
are on holiday.
In June we have the Hort Soc. coach
trip to Wisley RHS garden where there are
always new areas to explore. Also in June,
two members gardens will be open for
charity.
To join the Hort. Soc. please get in touch
- montana@cholesbury.net
So keep watering, weeding and planting
and have a great summer.
Liz Firth

I have recently visited Bachelor’s Nursery
in Tinkers Lane, Wigginton and am pleased
to report that although they have sold
off part of the area for housing it is very
worthwhile to visit and support this local
8

Hilltop News

Hilltop News

9

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY COMMONS
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Moth release
David Dennis and Peter Bygate plan to
hold another moth release on the Common
on Sunday 19 June by the Full Moon
starting at 9.30am. Of course, this will be
weather dependent, so if the weather looks
uncertain please check New Grapevine. If
you haven’t come to one of these events
before don’t miss out. They are popular
with all ages and the big advantage is that,
because the moths are inactive during the
day, you can have a good look at the wide
variety that live around us, but which are
rarely seen.
Litterblitz
Our thanks to everyone who did their bit to
make a special effort during Litterblitz and,
of course, all the rest of the time too. I think
the Commons are freer from rubbish than I
have seen in a long while. I still have some
free litterpicks, so please get in touch if you
would like one or more at lindsaygriffin@
yahoo.co.uk. It was great to see the young
Vloothuis and Hicks children making good
use of theirs!
Red kite incidents
There have been several recent reports
of kites swooping for food when local
residents have been outside picnicking. This
is doubtless a scary experience since they
10

have a five-foot wingspan and can be very
intimidating at close quarters. Many years
ago, soon after they had been reintroduced,
we had a speaker on red kites at our AGM.
Her advice was not to feed these birds but
to leave them to forage for themselves
and in that way their numbers would be
controlled and they would not become
reliant on humans for food. It would be a
great pity if such magnificent birds came to
be regarded as pests.
Calendar photos
Please don’t forget to take and save any
good photos for next year’s calendar. As
usual, any subjects of local interest will be
welcome. Please send to me at any time.
Closing date will be early September. For a
full main month or front cover, photos need
to be taken on a camera. However, images
taken on mobile phones or tablets are also
welcome as they are suitable for composite
pages. I have a good supply of our everpopular local cards (£1.25 each or 5 for £5)
and of ‘The Story of Dundridge Manor’ by
Katharine Dallas and Gordon Kew (£15)
which is a fascinating read.
Isobel Clark
We were very sorry to learn that, after 22
Hilltop News

years on our Committee, Isobel has decided
to resign. She will be sorely missed as a
very active member of the Committee and
many of you will know of her commitment
to maintaining the Commons in good
order by organising the working parties
on Sunday Mornings for many years.
She also drove and helped maintain our
little tractor and recruited and trained
many other drivers over the years. She
has also been very heavily involved in
maintaining the ponds and in extending
the heather regeneration on each side
of Horseblock Lane. In more recent times
she has used her acute observational skills
in identifying and recording mosses and
lichens found on our Commons and her
photographs of these minute species are
a joy to look at. Check out our website:
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org.
On a recent visit from the Moss and
Bryophytes Recorder for Bucks, Sean
O’Leary found 78 species which is a good
number for a site such as ours and Isobel
has recently found a lichen, Trapelia
coarctata, which has only ever been
recorded in Bucks a total of 19 times. It is
located on the bottom Boundary Stone
and its fruiting bodies look like Jelly Tots.
As mosses and lichens are often indicators
of a healthy environment or otherwise,
Isobel’s observations are of considerable
importance and I am delighted that she
has shown us some of these species that
would often go unobserved. Thank you
very much, Isobel for all your hard work
and your outstanding commitment over all
these years.
Reptiles and amphibians
When you have been out on the Commons
you may have seen several pieces of
matting with numbers on. These are part
of a National Reptile Study which is being
conducted here by Dr Claudia Bernardini,
Environmental Project Officer of Bucks
Council. The mats should be left in situ and
they are being checked regularly. So far
Hilltop News

two common lizards have been recorded in
different areas.
Claudia and two colleagues, Charley
Scales, Newt Officer of Bucks Council
and NatureSpace Partnership, and Emma
Foster also visited in late April to survey
amphibians in Pallett’s Pond, my little
garden pond and the Dew Pond. Happily,
there were numerous toad tadpoles and
many smooth newts in the first two.
Because there had been so little rain the
Dew Pond had practically dried up so we
will have to wait to see whether any survive
there. What is very encouraging is that,
despite all the problems with NZ Pygmy
Weed, Pallett’s Pond remains a breeding
pond. Claudia hopes to be back to carry
out further surveys, especially when the
weather is warmer.
Invertebrates
An invertebrate survey will be conducted
on 3rd September by Neil Fletcher and
Martin Harvey. Obviously, David Dennis and
Peter Bygate have recorded the butterflies
and many moths on the Commons.
However, we look forward to learning more
about other invertebrates here.
David and Peter’s moth records now
stand at 346 in total which includes 34
micro moths which they have only recently
started to tackle. These are a real challenge
since some are minute, being only a few
millimeters in size.
One of the most recent Macro Moths
to be trapped was a female Emperor
Moth. David writes, ‘The male has a 6cm
wingspan, the female, up to 8cm. They fly
only in late April and May, the males flying
by day, finding the females by scent from
great distances. The females fly at night, as
did the one we found in the trap at Isobel’s.
The caterpillar is bright green and eats a
variety of plants including heather and
bramble. It then overwinters as a chrysalis,
enclosed in a hard silken cocoon, attached
to the base of a plant. The cocoon’s
opening is protected by a closed circle of
11

Female Emperor moth, eggs and caterpillar

upward pointing spines to deter predators.
It is more frequently found in the north,
particularly on the Yorkshire moors and
this is the first known sighting on the
Commons.’
Very conveniently this female laid 40 or
more eggs in the trap and Peter, for whom
the Emperor Moth embodies his deep love
of the Yorkshire Moors where he grew
up, is carefully nurturing the eggs ‘with a
view to producing a species monograph,
capturing every stage of its life-cycle
developments.’ Three weeks afterwards all
the caterpillars hatched within the space of
30 minutes.
Ash Dieback
John Morris, formerly of Chiltern
Woodlands, will advise Christine again in
August on any work which needs to be
done and, in particular, he will be looking
at our veteran trees, which will also be
checked for bats. Tree work is due to restart
in October and climbers will be needed for
the roadside section between Pallett’s Pond
and Shire Lane.

We are also fortunate in having the
Commons where we try to use no chemicals
and minimal intervention in which this
diversity can flourish.
Lindsay Griffin

We are very fortunate to have experts who
share their expertise and their findings to
show the diversity of life on our Commons.
12
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Village memories of
Royal occasions

Club organised an afternoon of fun and
games.
A beacon on the Common provided a
fitting finale to villagers’ celebrations of
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Hundreds
encircled the blazing beacon – a full moon
on a clear night and fireworks at the
aptly-named pub opposite completed the
spectacle.

When Queen Elizabeth II began her reign in
1952 you could have bought a house in the

Fun and flames at the last Jubilee celebrations

Hilltop Villages for £2,000, enjoyed a pint
at one of our locals for 5p and filled your
car for less than a fiver.

C

osts aside, it has been the voluntary
effort of so many of our village folk
who have made our celebrations
over the commemorative weekends of The
Queen’s reign so special. Here are a few
snippets to jog the memory…
Silver Jubilee – 1977
Celebrating 25 years of the Queen’s reign,
the villages arranged the familiar pageant,
bonfire, exhibition, fancy dress and dancing
and also introduced a novelty pram race,
ladies versus gentlemen cricket match and a
riding display. There was an open-air service
on Buckland Common and a ‘boundary
walk’.

Fancy dress competition June 1977
14

Memories from the 50s

Golden Jubilee – 2002
The Golden Jubilee weekend from 1st
to 3rd June saw a fete at St Leonards, a
flower festival at the church and a joint
parish church service at Hawridge church.
Our local pubs provided entertainment,
including a hog roast. A display of
‘Remember the 50s’ memorabilia brought
back fond memories for many and interest
for all.
The first in a series of leaflets detailing
walks around the Hilltop Villages was
produced by the Local History Group, which
also marked its own (40th) anniversary.
HG Matthews produced a
commemorative brick which was presented
to all the children of the village under the
age of 12. Our local brick-maker did the
same again in 2012.
Diamond Jubilee – 2012
Ten years ago The St Leonards fete on 2nd
June adopted a Jubilee theme. The Local
History Group put on a special exhibition of
villagers’ Royal memories and memorabilia
at Cholesbury Village Hall. Buckland
Common held a street party and the Cricket
Hilltop News
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
CRICKET CLUB

As anyone passing may
have seen, the Clubhouse
underwent some internal
renovations preseason
and, whilst there is still
some decoration and
snagging to be done, most

Cafe – Bicycle Maintenance and Repairs
0 1 2 8 0 4 1 6 5 6 4 w w w. c h i l t e r n v e l o . c o . u k

of the work was completed
in time for the start of the
season. The changes have
meant that both the home
and away changing rooms
now have their own toilet
and shower facilities and
are also both secure from
the bar and kitchen area.

T

he fixture calendar for the ground
is already rather full. The Saturday
team were promoted at the end of
last season and, when they are playing
away, Chenies are hiring the ground from
us. As far as the Sunday team goes we
are fortunate enough to have many clubs
continuing to want to play at our ground
and the fixture list for Sunday friendlies
continues to grow.
Senior nets are on a Wednesday night,
Colts are training on a Friday and if you are
passing on a Saturday morning you will see
full training sessions for the All Stars (5-8
year olds) and Dynamos (8-10s). Amongst
all of that we will have home games for
16

the U10s, 11s, 13s and 15s as well as being
host to occasional Bucks over 50s and 60s
matches and an U11 girls cluster, which is
an all-girls team made up from our girls as
well as those from Amersham, Chesham
and The Lee.
When there is a gap in the fixture
calendar a group of volunteers will
continue their outstanding work in keeping
the grounds in top condition so that all the
teams, and the community, can continue to
enjoy them.
More details of how the teams are
progressing in the next edition.
James Morris
Colts Manager
Hilltop News
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NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

T

hames Valley Police
has appealed to the
public to hand in any
unwanted, unlicensed, or
illegal guns during a national
surrender of firearms and ammunition.
The surrender, which started on 12 May
and ran until 29 May, was coordinated by
the National Ballistics Intelligence Service
(NABIS) and supported by police forces.
During this period, those surrendering
firearms did not face prosecution for
illegally possessing them at the point of
surrender and can remain anonymous.
Many firearms are held in ignorance
of their illegality or are overlooked and
forgotten in people’s homes. Some firearms
are held legally and are no longer required.
Other firearms are acquired and distributed
by criminal networks to harm, threaten and
intimidate their local communities.
If you have any concerns about firearms,
contact the police via 101.
Smart Motorway safety advice
Smart motorways are up and running in
many places across the country, including
parts of the Thames Valley. What used to be
the hard shoulder is now a fourth lane and
there are overhead signs above the lanes.
These will display important information

such as variable speed limits and lane
closures. It is important that you obey these
signs for your safety and that of other road
users.
You will see a red ‘X’ if a lane is closed.
This can often be set far in advance of an
incident to help those who are dealing
with it. Make sure to leave gaps in the
traffic to allow people to filter into an
open lane. Driving in a closed lane could
result in a fixed penalty of up to £100
and three points. National Highways and
Thames Valley Police will be carrying out
enforcement on these roads.
For more information, please visit the
National Highway’s website.
Erin Thwaites (758079)

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

S

ummer is coming with lighter
evenings, which is always something
to look forward to. Why not enjoy
those pleasant evenings by coming along
to Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards WI at St
Leonards Parish Hall on 20 June, 7.30pm?
To whet your appetite, a lady who we have
met, and enjoyed on Zoom, will be there
in person to talk about her garden and the
plants in it that she uses for aromatherapy.
In July (a week earlier than usual on
the 11th, due to redecoration of the hall)
it will be our birthday month in which we
plan to celebrate with a French evening. If
the weather plays ball, we will be outside
indulging in French food and possibly
(probably) French wine and maybe a little
French café music in the background. Come
and join us. It would be helpful if you let
one of the members know in advance for
catering purposes.
In the meantime, see you at the fete,
when once again we shall be serving
delicious teas.
Hilary Sheppard
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Echor Music – Climbing
fences and chasing bees!

W

ho would have thought that we
would have been able to sell out
at our concert at The Lee, not
once but twice! OK, granted the church
does only seat 50 people, but we are still
very proud to tick off our first sold-out
box! What a wonderful venue the Old
Church is. Such a beautiful setting on an
equally beautiful day made the concerts a
real pleasure for us. Most of the morning
rehearsal was spent chasing a particularly
noisy bumblebee around and encouraging
it to make friends outside. Another
personal highlight was watching Nathaniel
climb over the stile gate with his cello on
his back. A huge thank you to those of you
who came along and especially to those of
you who also decided to brave our Saturday
Concert at Deans’ Hall, Berkhamsted, the
following day! A big ask from us given
the Easter Weekend timing but we are
extremely grateful for your attendance
and absolutely beaming from all your
wonderful feedback! It seems like all the
hard work was worthwhile.
With every new event we organise, we
get to meet some brilliant and passionate
new people along the way. Reverend Chris
Haywood and his wife Georgie could not
have been more accommodating and
helpful in making our concert at The Lee
Old Church happen and, after finally going
on a double date with fellow musicians,
Chesham-based power couple Nell Greco
and Pedro Velasco, we found our speaker/
projector operator and recording engineer
to help with our Spring Festival!
Since the beginning of the year, we have
also made a few ‘official’ Friends as well.

20

Over 40 of them in fact! If you are at all
interested in what we at Echor are trying
to do to bring exceptional music to the
area and you want to support us in some
way, this might be of interest to you. For
an annual donation of only £25 (or £40 per
couple), there are heaps of benefits to be
enjoyed such as private access to one of
our orchestra rehearsals, exclusive behind
the scenes information about our future
plans and even a private annual Friends’
concert! For more information and to
subscribe to our mailing list, please visit our
website: www.echormusic.com. We would
love to have you on board.
So, what’s next? An Echor Summer Party
perhaps? Watch this space!
Eva Thorarinsdottir
Hilltop News
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Ultrafast Fibre Broadband
is coming our way
We are anticipating that fibre infrastructure will soon be installed, tested and released
for connections to the 390 addresses that are served by a project which Openreach has
designated Cholesbury XX Cholesbury-CRM51932. The largest group of addresses in the
project are served by the Cholesbury telephone exchange and are in either Cholesburycum-St Leonards Parish or Asheridge. There is also a small group in Hertfordshire along
Cholesbury Road from Shire Lane to Chesham Road near Champneys.

T

he fibre service covered by this
project’s funding brings fibre to the
Distribution Points (DP) that serve
one or more addresses. Nearly all of these
are on poles from which telephone cables
radiate to individual addresses. These
poles display a placard identifying them as
DPXXX.
To bring fibre service to your
premises, you must order service from a
Communications Provider of your choice
which will typically be an ISP such as BT,
Vodafone, EE, Sky Broadband or Zen. There
are dozens of these providers who offer a
wide range of service levels and charges.
Some even make the installation at no
initial cost.
Your choice of ISPs is limited to
those that can make use of Openreach
infrastructure. Even then, ISPs have
individual terms of service with Openreach
which has the result that the range of
services that they can offer you varies
among the various ISPs. For instance, if
you want to have Pay TV over fibre, only
a few of the largest ISPs can offer that
service. If you do not know what download
speeds you should commit to, we suggest
you begin with something in the 150Mbps
range. If you make large uploads, be sure
the ISP offers sufficient speed options for
that. It is also advisable to use a separate
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provider for website hosting and email
provision, so you can easily switch ISP in
future without fear of losing those.
The physical installation of fibre service
will begin with Openreach running a fibre
cable from their infrastructure to a junction
box (Customer Splice Point or CSP) that
they will place on your outside wall. After a
fibre compatible router has been delivered
to you by your Communications Provider,
Openreach will install a box (Optical
Network Terminal or ONT) inside and bring
fibre through the outside wall to that ONT.
There must be at least two power sockets
near the ONT and router.
When fibre has been fully installed, your
copper connection and the master socket
inside your property will be redundant
although Openreach will probably leave
them in place. Now your internet and
telephone will be connected to the
outside world using the fibre connection
which is called IP (Internet Protocol). For
the telephone, this connection will be
Voice over IP (VoIP). Whilst your previous
telephone service had electricity to power
it from the copper cable, fibre has no
external electrical power source. If you do
not want to acquire a VoIP type telephone,
your broadband provider should supply
either a router to which you can connect
your present telephone or an Analogue
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Telephone Adaptor (ATA). Some older
telephones may need to be replaced.
Within the scope of the project, 255
properties pledged and validated their
Rural Gigabit Vouchers to Openreach
which made funding of the infrastructure
possible. Due to the size of the project
and thanks to the strong support by those
helpful local people who validated their
vouchers, no residents covered by the
scheme have been asked for a financial
contribution toward infrastructure costs.
The Dept of Culture Media and Sport
(DCMS/BDUK) will let residents who
pledged and validated vouchers know
when the service becomes available. The
full T&Cs that apply to those properties
can be found at https://gigabitvoucher.
culture.gov.uk. Click on ‘About the Scheme’
then below the map click on ‘Terms and
Conditions’. The relevant document is
dated 8th April 2021 Version 7.0. Basically,
it says that you must contract with your
chosen supplier for at least double your
current broadband speed (as attributed by
BT) or for faster than 100Mbps – whichever
is lower. Even if your current broadband
speed is more than 50Mbps, you are not
required to take more than 100Mbps unless
you want to. The contract for service must
be for a minimum of 12 months.
Also within the scope of the project,
135 properties which did not pledge and
validate vouchers will still have access to a
fibre connection. Although they will not
be contacted when the service is available,
they can take the initiative to contract with
a Communications Provider of their choice
for the service they require. There should
only be the connection cost as agreed
with the Communications Provider. The
T&Cs referred to in the above paragraph
do not apply to these properties. Those
who choose to not have a full fibre
connection for the present will be required
to transfer to a VoIP system for telephone
communication when the national copper
network (PSTN) is decommissioned anytime
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between now and the end of 2025.
In the event of a power outage, which
we all experience too often here, you will
need to rely on a mobile phone or install
a power source to continue making and
receiving telephone calls regardless of
which type of telephone you will be using.
The choices for providing this back-up
range from small units that include a
Battery Backup Unit (BBU), Power Banks
or a Mini UPS. None of these provides
much more than an hour’s capacity. If you
require a dependable solution for a much
longer period, this involves putting your
router and telephone on a full-size UPS
(Uninterruptible Power Supply) such those
from Cyberpower or APC.
For those wanting to learn more, here
are some suggestions for finding answers
to your questions about living with fibre IP
services:
A UK web forum that is loaded with
useful advice and information is www.
ispreview.co.uk. It has discussion forums,
news on services and papers on relevant
topics. Some relevant papers can be
accessed by clicking on the Articles button
on the home page, then:
Click on General Articles Summary
and scroll down to 29/12/21 Solutions for
Battery Backup Units and 23/4/19 Swapping
to Broadband VoIP.
Click on ISP Tips and Guides and
scroll down to 6/1/20 The 2020 Best UK
Broadband which links to 2/12/21 The 2022
Editors’ Pick of the Best ISPs for Home.
Use your search engine to find written
descriptions and videos of the actual
physical installation process and what you
can do to prepare for it. You should stick
to ones that pertain to the Openreach
network and ISPs that can access Openreach
installations.
Chris Brown, Chairman,
cholesburyparishfibre@btinternet.com
Bill Ingram,
cholesburyparishfibre@gmx.com
Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish Council
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From Revd. Chris Haywood…
Our focus this month is of course The Queen’s Jubilee at the
beginning of June. The Queen is the Supreme Governor of the
Church of England, so as the established church we have a double
reason to mark the occasion – 70 years as both our Monarch and
Head of the church. Furthermore, the Queen’s strong Christian
faith and her expression of it in service and duty are further
reasons to mark this occasion. Her spiritual leadership and Christian
perspective have been valuable to the nation over the years and
we are right to mark and celebrate her reign accordingly.

I

remember during my theological
training undertaking the Christianity and
other faiths module, as the Church of
England requires all vicars to do. It involved
visiting other faith groups and engaging
with them to understand their beliefs. Each
religion we visited seemed to have an
element which was mysterious or even
uncomfortable for us. One person described
such encounters as a ‘kooky moment’. It
prompted a reflection on what Christianity’s
‘kooky moment’ was, what was it about our
faith and belief that was mysterious and
strange and perhaps uncomfortable.
We concluded that one of them was the
indwelling of God’s spirit, The Holy Spirit, in
the life of all believers. It is a fundamental
and distinctive aspect of the Christian faith
but also one which can seem strange and
uncomfortable. It is the giving of the Holy
Spirit we celebrate at Pentecost and the
account of the Spirit coming down from
heaven is indeed a strange one (come and
join us for the service if you’d like to learn
more). We’ll be exploring an aspect of what
went on with the use of animal noises –
Seriously!
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Yet Christians believe and take comfort
from the truth that God comes to dwell
in us and help us in our life and service of
him. Alternative names for the Holy Spirit
are comforter and counsellor and these
titles perhaps go some way to explaining
how Christians understand such an intimacy
with God. The Spirit helps to illuminate
and guide our way – God not only speaks
to us through his word and understanding
of him, but also in our experience as an
internal guide and reforming presence. It
is a wonderful dimension of the Christian
faith and one which sets it apart from other
religions.
One way in which we’ve been exploring
this dimension of faith is through the Lent
course we’ve hosted in the Vicarage. It’s
been a wonderful time of sharing and
insight, encouragement and learning
as we’ve explored what it means to be
Christians together. The group is continuing
to meet, and if you’d like to join the group
or explore more what it is all about do get
in touch with me.
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Hawridge held a lay led service of
Compline on the Tuesday of Holy Week but
there was no service at St Mary’s over the
Easter weekend. The Rector promised that
services on the great days of the Church year
will be distributed among the churches in
the benefice (Hawridge, Cholesbury and St
Leonards) in rotation year by year.

FROM THE REGISTERS
ST LEONARDS
Holy Matrimony
19 March 2022 Hannah Louise Gent and David Francis Joy
30 April 2022 Millie June Wallis and Jack Stuart Cadman
7 May 2022 Elena Dutfield and Robert Daniel Branfield

Sadly, the evening service of prayer for
the Ukraine on Palm Sunday was poorly
supported due to the absence of awareness
in our villages, for whatever reason, that the
service was to be held.

CHURCH MATTERS
HAWRIDGE

T

he Annual Parish
Church Meeting
was held on
Tuesday 3 May. Elizabeth
Tomlin, as the only
nominee for the office of Churchwarden,
was re-elected and she will attend the
‘Presentation’ service on 16 June at
Bedworth, to be sworn in by the Bishop. No
other nominee was put forward to join Tim
Watts as a member of the PCC and he was reelected both to the PCC and to office as Hon
Secretary and as Hon Treasurer. The annual
accounts for the Church for 2021 were
approved and adopted, having previously
been signed off by Mike Penn, who was
reappointed as our Independent Examiner.
The Rector read his report at the meeting
(which is permitted, meaning it was not
circulated in advance). Chris came to our
benefice after a long interregnum (ie.
the period when there was no resident
minister in the parishes) and he took up
his position just as the Covid restrictions
were starting to be relaxed. He explained
that his first task had been to re-establish
‘in person’ worship in our Churches and
then to begin the process of rebuilding the
congregation at each of those Churches.
In his message in the last edition of Hilltop
News, Chris had explained that the pattern
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of services initially established which gave
Hawridge two services per month would
be changed. At the meeting he expanded
on this by saying that it had become clear
to him that The Lee justified more regular
services and, to accommodate this, it
necessitated St Mary’s dropping down to
one service per month. Under this new
pattern, the sole regular monthly service at
Hawridge will be a Communion service on
the 3rd Sunday of the month. The Rector
also touched on the viability of Hawridge
Church as a worshipping community but
expressed optimism about what can be done
about this and mentioned his wish to be
intentional and creative in exploring more
opportunities for worship at St Mary’s and
the need to develop further minister and
ministry capacity. It follows that we can
hope that the new pattern of services will
evolve and expand to ensure a robust future
for regular worship at Hawridge Church.
As may be imagined, the Rector’s
report provoked a lively discussion with
those present who made clear their
disappointment at this immediate reduction
in worship at our Church. Suggestions for
alternative schedules and type of services
were canvassed and, while no one can doubt
the true sense of calling and vocation that
leads the Rector to his decisions, there is
much worry at St Mary’s where these current
changes may lead.
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Whit Sunday falls during the Jubilee
weekend and there will be a united
benefices service at The Lee which will also
mark the Jubilee of ‘The Supreme Governor
of the Church of England’ (in the title
adopted by, and by all monarchs since, Henry
VIII). The Rector reports that Lee Church was
used in some rehearsals for the Coronation,
making that Church an appropriate place to
mark this extraordinary event. The Jubilee
coincides, of course, with the St Leonards
church fete and a celebration is being
planned on the Common for villagers in
Hawridge, but there will be no church service
in Hawridge or its two neighbours that
weekend.
Contact may be made with St Mary’s, as
ever, via the Hon Secretary of the PCC, Tim
Watts (758040 or timwatts178@btinternet.
com).

CHOLESBURY

O

n 5 April,
a group of
skilled tree
cutters arrived in the
Camp and one of the
trees removed was
an old beech close
to the church drive. A wise expert from
the Forestry Commission had somehow
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identified a problem and the felled tree
revealed considerable damage in the trunk,
proving the diagnosis.
15 April was Good Friday and
parishioners from the Hilltops carried a
cross in the annual Walk of Witness from
St Leonards to Cholesbury. We stop along
the way for prayers and readings including
a stop at the White Lion (see picture). At
noon we entered the church and shared a
devotional service led by Chris Haywood.
The sole Easter Day service in the Hilltops
was also at Cholesbury when the Easter
message was proclaimed.

A stop along the way of the Walk of Witness

On 24 April our ancient Hill Fort received
some very modern attention when a
team from the Community Archaeological
Geophysics Group visited. This Group,
associated with UC London, uses both
Magnetometers and Ground Penetrating
Radar to look for past disturbances in the
top one metre of soil. In theory this would
detect human activity even before the
construction of the Late Iron Age Hill Fort
2,000 years ago.
It was explained that the magnetometer
is not a metal detector looking for ferrous
remains but a device to measure differences
in the earth’s magnetic field. In the photo
the wheeled magnetometer has four tubes
and these have detectors at each end to
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Millie and Jack

Hannah and David

Modern technology at the ancient Hill Fort

find differences in the earth’s magnetic
field. A typical example is an ancient ditch
that has refilled with soil with a higher
organic content. The organic material
affects the earth’s magnetic field differently
from the surrounding soil and the shape of
the ditch is revealed. The churchyard was
not surveyed as too much human activity
has taken place!
The research is part of the Beacons of
the Past project of Chilterns AONB. The
group’s leader, Kris Lockyear, told me
that results would be published on line at
hertsgeosurvey.wordpress.com. Kris has also
carried out work on Bob and Mary Buckle’s
land and the findings are online: bucksas.
org.uk/documents/aagCholesburyReport.pdf
Thank you to those who signed up for
the Quiz. Unfortunately, there were too
few entrants so the event was postponed
and we cannot be sure if holidays or Covid
caused the shortfall. Our next fundraising
event will be the Cream Teas on Sunday 3
July at Cholesbury Village Hall. Please put
the date in your diaries to attend and we
would be most grateful if villagers maintain
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the generous Cholesbury tradition to supply
delicious homemade cakes.

ST LEONARDS

I

n what seems now
like the depths of
winter, Saturday
17 March stood out
when Hannah Gent and
David Joy were married here in St Leonards.
It was a lovely sunny day, making up for
the fact that their original plans had to be
postponed due to the Pandemic. Hannah
looked beautiful in a classic ivory satin dress
and her simple bouquet echoed the flowers
– most of which her mother, Lyn, had done
– in the church. David’s best man was his
brother, Andrew, helped considerably by
the presence of the dog! The wedding
party celebrated after the service at The
Oak at Aston Clinton.
Two other wonderful weddings have
just been celebrated at St Leonards: Jack
Cadman and Millie Wallis and Robbie
Branfield and Ellie Dutfield – and the sun
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shone on both occasions!
On Saturday 30 April, Jack arrived at the
church in his amazingly large, shiny green
tractor which set the scene for this truly
traditional country wedding. There were
hay bales at the church door; the stunning
flower pedestals were complemented by
tiny milk bottles full of wild flowers and
topped with a pheasant’s feather. The
groom and his best men wore tweed caps
and Millie looked radiant amongst all this
in a classic off the shoulder gown with her
bridesmaids in pale lilac full-length dresses,
which echoed the pastel colours of the
flowers.
After a lovely service led by Chris, Jack
and Millie climbed into the tractor and
drove off in the beautiful April sunshine to
their reception.
On Saturday 7 May Ellie arrived at St
Leonards church with her father in an old
cream Land Rover accompanied by her two
bridesmaids, Katie Branfield and Susie,
Ellie’s sister. This set the scene for what was
to be a small intimate occasion witnessed
by the family and Robbie’s godparents.
Informality was the theme, but Ellie wore
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a very traditional and beautiful cream
wedding dress with a three-quarter length
veil - her pretty flowers matching the colour
and simplicity of the dress perfectly. Chris
led the moving service and a recording of
Elton John singing the instrumental ‘Your
Song’ by Joseph Sullinger was played as the
bride entered the church as well as when
she and Robbie left! The wedding breakfast
was in a marquee in the Branfield’s garden
and in place of a cake, Ellie and Robbie cut
a cheese tower to share among their guests.
An incredibly happy day!

Ellie and Robbie
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The Breakfast Service goes from strength
to strength and once again – after quite a
long time – some of the very young children
are now old enough to join us - we are
delighted to see them! Henceforward we
are going to meet on the third Sunday of
the month but the simplicity and sincerity
of the gathering doesn’t change and nor
does the breakfast of delicious bacon
butties and pain au chocolat with fresh
coffee -apparently you can smell it as you
come down the path to the Church Room!
You will always leave with something
to think about and hopefully to set you up
for the week ahead. Do join us! We meet
at 9am for breakfast and go into church
at 9.30 for a short service - home just after
10am.
The next Breakfast is on Sunday 19 June
and Sunday 17 July. These are the only two
services at St Leonards during those two
months.
The call for more of you to join us at
Tea@Three – on the fourth Wednesday of
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the month didn’t go unheeded and we had
an almost record turn-out in April with a
number of new faces who were especially
welcome. Conversation as well as scones
and cake flowed so we do hope to see
you all again and please do bring anyone
you think might enjoy a cup of tea and a
chat among like-minded people. We meet
next on Wednesday 22 June and again on
Wednesday 27 July at 3pm.
The St Leonards Fete, with its Jubilee
theme, takes place on Saturday 4 June from
2pm. You will by now have received flyers
telling you all about it and suggesting how
you might support it. Do join us for this
traditional village fete…it’s always great
fun!
Sunday 5 June is not only Pentecost
but the official celebration of the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee and a United Benefice’s
Service will be held at The Lee. For times
please see the Rota. There will be no service
at St Leonards that Sunday.
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Brian Lake
8 August 1934 – 7
March 2022
‘He didn’t tell us how
to live, he lived and
let us watch him do
it’…a sentence which
encapsulates Brian
and his philosophy
and one cherished by his wife, Anne, and
his three children, Richard, Chris and Judith.

F

rom an early age Brian was involved
with the Scout Movement – 2nd
Amersham Hill Group - and before
retiring he was awarded the Medal of Merit
for his work in this country and Nigeria
and a Long Service Medal for forty years of
service during which he wrote a history of
75 years of 2nd Amersham on the Hill Scout
Group. Brian was immensely loyal to his
friends and to the organisations to whom
he offered practical help and support.
Having married in 1958, Brian, an
engineer by training, spent time with
Anne in Nigeria and in Zimbabwe. This
latter posting was for them both two years
of joy and fulfilment during which they
worshipped at the Cathedral where Brian
was a server and thurifer.
During this two-year contract, Brian
and Anne travelled around the world
including the trip of a lifetime when they
visited family and friends in Australia, New
Zealand and the U.S.A.
A move to Coppice Farm Park in 2000
proved to be a most happy experience and
they worshipped at St Leonards Church.
Brian now became interested in his family
background and eventually produced a
book for all members of the family tracing
his and Anne’s ancestry. He then went on
to produce a second book of all the projects
that he had worked on in the U.K., Nigeria
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and Zimbabwe. This was carried out with
meticulous detail, proving that anything
he was involved in had to be researched
thoroughly and to be the best he could
do….he certainly succeeded!
In 2008, Brian’s health began to
give cause for concern involving major
operations and many visits to Stoke
Mandeville and the Oxford hospitals. In
2021 he was diagnosed with Pulmonary
Fibrosis and Angina which severely curtailed
his active life. He faced everything with
determination, fortitude and courage and
never said ‘why me’?
Brian’s sudden death came as a shock not
just to Anne but to the whole community
and Anne, his children and grandchildren,
of whom he was so proud, remain very
much in our thoughts.
Quietly determined and above all always
true to himself, Brian’s was a life well lived.
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What’s that which went
hoot in the night?
Over March and April this year we were treated to a dusk and dawn serenade from several
owls, from which emanated a variety of hoots, screeches and at times piercing whistles.
I decided it was time my lack of insight into the various owls needed some rectification,
which led me to research this interesting family of birds: the ‘Strigiformes’.
I pored over several books which revealed some useful facts and anecdotes and quite a
few contradictions. Hopefully, I’ve been broadly successful in sorting the wheat from the
chaff though using words but no pictures to illustrate these does have some limitations!

I

t is reasonable to suggest that of all
the bird species the owl family have the
capacity to both warm our hearts and
frighten us. There are probably more myths
and folk stories about owls than any other
group of birds. Whilst today, such accounts
relating to cultures, beliefs and religions
across the globe might cite the owl as
a symbol of wisdom, this is a relatively
recent phenomenon. After centuries of
persecution, the owl has gone through a
modern rehabilitation. This can perhaps
first be found in the poem by Edward
Lear dating from 1871, The Owl And The
Pussy-cat, and also perhaps with the owl
character created by A A Milne who in 1926
published Winnie-the-Pooh.
In gothic horror stories and poems prior
to the late 1800s the owl was frequently
depicted differently. Samuel Coleridge
in his supernatural poems deployed the
cockerel depicting the daytime whilst the
owl is supreme at dusk and through the
night. Whereas the cock crow heralds
daybreak, the night-time hoot from an
owl is depicted as foretelling darkness and
evoking fear, malevolence and impending
death. Their hoots, cries, screeches, moans
and wailing in the dead of night might be
perceived as aimed personally at us and
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can simultaneously sound both human
and inhuman in their origin. As symbols
heralding looming danger or suspense,
owls and their sounds are still frequently
deployed in film and television drama to
warn the audience of impending doom or
looming danger.
In the British Isles today there are six
owl species. The first to mention is the barn
owl, our most distinctive owl. Adult birds
have white underparts and golden-buff
upper and wing plumage. The face is a
distinct white heart-shaped disc. Flight is
a ghostly quartering of fields in search of
rats, voles and mice. The breeding season
is a protracted affair starting in February
involving up to two broods of between
three and eleven eggs. Its most noticeable
call is a screech or a repeated hissing chant.
In his Natural History of Selbourne, Gilbert
White recorded in the mid-eighteenth
century that his fellow villagers were up in
arms because the churchyard was believed
to have been occupied by “goblins and
spectres” due to the hissing and ghostly
white apparitions emanating from the yew
trees. Today there are only around 5,000
pairs of this bird, down by half from the
numbers in the 1930s. Much of this decline
occurred in the period up to 1950 when the
Hilltop News

barn owl continued
to suffer persecution
from those whose
superstitious beliefs
led to the owl being
pinned up on barn
doors as a defence
against thunder
and lightning. An
RSPB campaign in the
’50s helped to turn this
tide of decline. Before
the availability of old
agricultural buildings,
suitable holes in trees were the
commonest place of daytime rest. As old
buildings disappeared the advent of large
owl boxes has provided a new safe haven.
The next species is the little owl. This
owl was introduced into Yorkshire from
Italy in the 1840s and has spread UK-wide.
It is our smallest species. Mottled brown
plumage with brown and white-barred
tail feathers. It is attracted to derelict
agricultural and industrial buildings but is
equally at home in landscaped parkland,
orchards, old hedgerows and unmanaged
woodland edges. Though alert during the
day it might be difficult to spot, but at dusk
you will know two or more are close by
the distinctive mewing interspersed with
piercing and yelping calls played to each
other in turn. Prey is often larger than
itself, including pigeons and waterbirds
as well as moles, mice and shrews and
frequently earthworms, snails or beetles.
Third on the list is the tawny owl. Its
name denotes its overall mottled plumage
colours. Our largest native owl is most at
home in woodland settings. Its call is the
anthem for all owls and was first coined
by Shakespeare in Love’s Labour’s Lost, –
“To-whit Tu-wooo”. Though there have
been vociferous exchanges over many years
in the birding world as to the accuracy of
the phonetics, until the 20th century it
was assumed each bird made the whole
sound whereas these days there is broad
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consensus that the first part is
the male call sign and the second
the female. The female lays up
to seven eggs in March. Prey
comprises mammals, birds, frogs,
worms and insects.
The next two owls are
closely related but their
distribution in the
British Isles broadly
complements each
other. The long-eared
owl, which is slightly smaller
than a tawny owl, occupies the
West Midlands, Southwest England and
parts of Wales and Ireland, whereas the
resident population of the short-eared
owl is only found north of a line from The
Humber to The Mersey estuaries. The longeared variety prefers coniferous woodland
plantations and copses and in winter roosts
in groups from ten up to 200, from which
the expression ‘a parliament of owls’ is
derived. They are very much night-time
hunters. In contrast, the short-eared owl is
a day-time hunter with strong wings that
sweep low over moorland. Prey is typically
small mammals.
The final member of the British Isles owl
community is the snowy owl. Despite its
celebrity status as Harry Potter’s ‘Hedwig’,
these days it is a rare winter visitor to
northernmost Britain including the
Shetlands and occasionally Ireland. It has a
distinctive white plumage. Its main food is
voles or birds such as ptarmigan.
From my research it appears that our
three local owls to listen (or look) out for
are the barn owl, little owl and the tawny
owl. Happy hunting! And for some uplifting
poetry what better than the following
Limerick from Edward Lear…
“There was an Old Man with an owl,
Who continued to bother and howl;
He sat on a rail
And imbibed bitter ale,
Which refreshed that Old Man and his owl”
Chris Brown
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Summer pub news
Historically, our pubs have experienced
financial distress from the first of each
year until Easter because of low turnover
during the dreary season. Contrary to
experience, two of our pubs have reported
that results in that lean period were better
than making losses or just about breaking
even. This may be attributed to the public
becoming bolder about the pandemic,
which has not gone away, or perhaps
the pub managements are getting more
resourceful in appealing to their patrons.
Whatever the combination of factors may
be, it is a sign that better days have come.

A

s the strictures of the pandemic
wind down, we take this
opportunity to acknowledge that
the response by the Full Moon to the shock
of the pandemic, ensuing lockdowns and
the need for many to self-isolate was very
welcome. It came immediately and was
specifically targeted to the needs of many
who were feeling distressed. Their pop-up
shop with its wide range of fresh baked
goods, breakfast pastries and savoury items
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as well as take away items from the bar
was delivered in a safe environment. They
cheerfully made home deliveries of ready
meals to vulnerable people in the Hilltop
Villages who were unable to go out. It
provided a real morale boosting lifeline
to those in isolation. Thank you, Hannah,
Philip, Andrew and all the staff.
At the Full Moon, the spring menu will
continue into June, and the summer one
will be in effect by July. There will continue
to be Fresh Fish from St Ives every Friday
and Roasts every Sunday. Although it
has been somewhat overlooked recently,
breakfast can be had daily.
The Full Moon will be active during the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations from
Thursday 2 June through Sunday. It will
be central for the kick off when they host
a beacon fire on the Common at dusk on
Thursday. That evening, they will have a
barbeque running as well. For something
new and different, an adult skittle alley
will be set up in the marquee on Friday
for grown-ups to enjoy. Whilst there will
be normal food service from 12 to 4pm on
Saturday, the kitchen will switch over to a
Surf and Turf barbeque from 6pm onwards.
Quiz nights on the last Wednesday
of every month are an ongoing success
with over £2000 raised to support the Air
Ambulance charity so far. Another live band
will perform on 19 June, Father’s Day.
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Since the White Lion charged back into
the village last year on 19 July, it has been
roaring. Whatever charm it may have lost
from its quirky ways and close quarters’
crowding, it has gained by offering a
sincere welcome, highly desirable and
imaginative menus and a much improved
and expanded outdoor facility. Former
landlords would be shaken to see the range
of cocktails being mixed regularly and
offered every day at Happy Hour prices of
two for £7.
Although it was not helpful to lose the
founding Head Chef in early April, the
Manager, James Demagalski, rallied the
kitchen cadre, so the dining quality has not
suffered a compromise. Whilst recruiting a
replacement will not be resolved instantly
given a tight market today, the search is
on with reasonable prospects of getting an
equally good replacement in post shortly. In
the meantime, several recently introduced
dishes will be incorporated in a fresh
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summer menu from June onwards.
The White Lion has acquired new
outdoor barbeque and plancha facilities
which will be deployed from the Jubilee
weekend onwards. This will expand the
food service capacity at busy times in fair
weather.
Music will be provided by the 2 Tones in
the evening on Saturday 18 June. Further
events are in the formative stages, so
watch the pub’s social media for further
announcements about what may be coming
in July.
Although we have not heard much from
the Black Horse Inn and The Old Swan
lately, we know they both are opening with
limitations. In the case of the Black Horse,
their website indicates opening times on
Thursday through Sunday. The Old Swan
posts opening times for drinks outside and
on social media.
Bill Ingram
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Claire Cox
18 March 1965 – 31 December 2021
Claire was born in Gloucestershire and
grew up in an idyllic Cotswold hamlet
with cats, a rabbit and, when she was
a teenager, her beloved Border Collie,
Cromwell. Claire went on to Loughborough
University to read a joint honours degree in
Library Studies and History, which is where
she met Charles.

A

fter achieving her degree Claire
wanted to give something back,
so she spent a year volunteering,
initially as a carer for a disabled student,
and then helping at a drop-in centre for
MIND. Claire continued to volunteer for
the rest of her life helping at Rainbows and
Brownies in Harrow, Beavers in Chesham
and more recently a cat rescue centre.
Claire then moved to Harrow and
entered the world of work as an Assistant
Librarian for Harrow Libraries. Before
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long her natural ability with children was
recognised and she became a specialist
Children’s Librarian. Charles joined her in
Harrow and they were married in 1992
at Hughenden, and started married life
together living in South Harrow. When
Stephen was born, Claire gave up work to
be a full time Mum, as she called it. Three
years later, when Adam was born, she had
her hands full looking after them both.
When the family moved to Chesham
in 2001 Stephen started at Hawridge and
Cholesbury School and Adam at Little Bears
Pre-school. Claire immediately started
volunteering at both. Before long Claire
was encouraged to become a member of
staff at Little Bears and not long after that
she found herself ‘temporarily’ running it.
Claire continued to manage Little Bears
for the next 20 years. She adored working
with the children and nothing was ever too
much trouble for her. Claire understood
the importance of role modelling – you
can’t expect the children to do something
if you are not willing to do it yourself. I’m
sure many will remember the Big Bears
Christmas Dances or Claire leading the
Reindeer Hokey Cokey. She led the Preschool through six Ofsted inspections; in
the most recent one in 2018 Little Bears was
judged Outstanding in all areas.
Despite her bleak prognosis from the
outset, Claire fought her illness with
bravery and courage, continuing to put
others before herself. Her resilience was
indeed truly admirable.
Claire’s life was cruelly cut short far too
soon, and she is deeply missed by all her
family and many friends, but she leaves
behind a wonderful legacy in her two boys,
of whom she was rightly very proud, and
the hundreds of Little Bears who passed
through her care.
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V

CURVACEOUS COOK

V V

Strawberry tart

100 Club
winners

Hopefully when you read this you will have lovely strawberries growing in the garden
or be able to buy good local ones. This glorious party pud will feed 12.
125g slightly softened unsalted butter
80g icing sugar
1 egg
200g plain flour
100g strawberry jam (worth getting a good one or, even better, home-made)
500g strawberries. If big, slice all but one in half.
2 tbs apricot jam
300ml milk
150ml double cream
1 tsp vanilla extract (not essence)
3 egg yolks
50g caster sugar
3½ tbs cornflour
50g butter, softened and cubed

Cholesbury Village Hall
April 2022
£20 Janet Hopkinson, Hawridge
£15 Rosemary Pearce, Buckland Common
May 2022
£20 Bill Ingram, St Leonards
£20 Sue Fletcher, Cholesbury
For membership, please contact
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email
jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

To make the pastry, put all but egg in processor and pulse until like breadcrumbs, then pulse in the egg.
Bring together with your hands to form a ball and chill for 30 minutes.

St Leonards Parish Hall

Heat oven to 200/180 fan/gas 6. Roll out pastry to 3cm bigger than your tin (approx. 23cm, ideally
fluted) and line the tin, letting it hang over the edge a little. Line with baking parchment and bake for 15
minutes. Remove paper and bake for another 15-20 minutes until crisp and golden. Tidy the top with a
sharp knife if necessary. Leave in the tin to cool.

February 2022
£25Nicky Tullett, Buckland Common
£15Eileen Riley, Buckland Common
£15Alice, Josh and Tommy Hunt, St
Leonards

For the creme patisserie, heat the milk, cream and vanilla extract (or a scraped vanilla pod) to a simmer
over a medium heat, stirring gently.
Whisk the egg yolks and sugar for about 3 minutes till pale, then stir in the cornflour. Pour over a quarter
of the hot cream mix, whisking continuously, then tip into the pan.

March 2022
£15 Francis Sanger, St Leonards
£15 Julian Stevens, St Leonards

Stir over a medium heat for 5-8 minutes until it thickens. Transfer to large bowl and leave to cool for 15
minutes, whisking occasionally.

April 2022
£25 Ellie Redding, Buckland Common
£15 Josh Bright, St Leonards
£15 Jonathan Bright, St Leonards

Gradually whisk in the cubed butter and cover. Put in fridge until needed.
Put the tart case on your serving tray or plate. Spread the jam over the bottom of the case, then either
spread or pipe the creme patisserie all over the top.
Arrange the strawberries, starting at the edge, with your whole one in the middle.
Heat the apricot jam with a splash of lemon juice and 1tbs water until warm. Whisk slightly and cool for
a couple of minutes, then brush over the top of the strawberries to give a glow.

For membership, please contact
Richard Leat on leatrj@yahoo.co.uk
or 01494 758784.

V V
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Ideally serve within a couple of hours for best results.
Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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Living with dementia

Corrie to be viewed.
It’s been a good day!
Filled with tiny victories!
I’ve won today, but tomorrow might be his
day!

It will get me one day!

Sometimes funny, but always there.

But not today!

It will get me one day---But not today!

he sun streams through the garden
room window, highlighting the cup
of Yorkshire’s finest, steaming next to
the toasted hot cross buns.
The long-case clock strikes six as a whine
escapes the expectant hounds sitting next
to me, hoping for a dropped crumb.
It’s the type of day to be glad you’re alive.

I might be sitting reading my paper or
writing my next story or filling in my
next competition entry, when he slides
nonchalantly under the half open door of
my mind.

I know things will get worse, but what’s the
point of letting it get the upper hand?

Those thoughts again!

Mike Wallis

T

I drink in the sights and sounds of the early
morning, then my little friend who hides
in the dark recesses of my head, sneaks in.
Dementia!
Diagnosed over two years ago.
It haunts my most intimate thoughts 24-7.

He roars in like a lion, but I make him leave
like a lamb!
I’m still in charge, for now, but who knows?
It will get me one day ----- But not today!

It will get me one day--- But not today!

It’s the first time it has worked in many
years.

A used envelope and a pen are always close
at hand.
It has lists and notes scribbled all over it.
My way of coping with the odd slip of
memory.
It will get me one day--- But not today!
I open the clock and remove the pendulum,
ready to release the tension on the tortured
spring.
It’s in these moments of quiet concentration
that my little friend permeates into my
thoughts.
Sometimes the thoughts are dark.
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It will get me one day--- BUT NOT TODAY!

Who controls whom?

The over-wound clock sits at the end of the
bench, ticking happily to itself.

An over-wound clock, a dining chair with a
broken leg, or a classic car’s dashboard with
issues, it’s all part of my day!

Everything in life is a gift, so don’t waste it!

But by now I have developed a defence
mechanism.

I call it friend, but all that means is we both
inhabit the same body.
I stand at my workbench, surveying today’s
casualties, as I’ve done for the past 50 years.

I’ve learned to be patient with my uninvited
guest.

Just a bit of regulating needed tomorrow.
I sit on the workshop stool, surveying my
world.
I’m happy with the clock, chair or table I’ve
been saving.
It’s then that the big D muscles its way into
my thoughts.
“Here I am again!” He whispers. “OK!” I
reply.
“I hear you, but I just don’t like you, so why
don’t you just tiggle off, back to your dark
place!
And leave me to enjoy my day!”
It will get me one day--- But not today!
The chickens finally head for their beds, as
a comfortable calm settles over the house.
Happily full from tea, we settle in front of
the telly, another episode of Emmerdale or
Hilltop News
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We welcome all news, letters and articles
which are of general interest and relevance
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for
inclusion in the August/September edition
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10 July
latest. Please note that photos sent online
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449
grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700
anne@churchcottage.uk
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250
annhorn272@gmail.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882
info@michaelspark.com
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printing
Orbit Press, Chesham 01494 778053
info@orbitpress.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making
and is funded by advertising.
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