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Ten years on from the Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee - the Union flags and bunting were 

retrieved from the drawers to redecorate 

our villages and the beacon bonfire was 

rekindled on Hawridge Common.

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations brought welcome joy in 
early June, along with the St Leonards 

fete – back after being cancelled on the 
previous two occasions because of Covid.

Summaries of these events, with photos, 
are included in this issue.

We now look ahead to our next village 
show – the Churches Fete on August Bank 
Holiday Monday.

Also in this issue, our regular features …

Chris Brown looks at the ever-changing 
views over the Chilterns

Our Curvaceous Cook serves up a treat with 
aubergines and flatbreads

…and all the news from our Churches, 
School, Clubs, Pubs, Councils and Societies.

Jubilations!

Front cover 
Our Common. In this issue, Mike Wallis 
delves into the past to give a personal 
account of this precious piece of land...

The beacon glows again!

It is with much sadness we write of the 
death of Mike Henry and Mike Jepson. 
Both Mike Henry and Mike Jepson 
(before he moved to Lee Common) were 
very much a part of village life and we 
send our love and prayers to both Carol 
and Sue. A full account of their lives will 
appear in our next issue.

HAWRIDGE & CHOLESBURY 
CHURCHES’

FETEFETE
BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY  

29 AUGUST

1.30pm – 4.30pm

CHOLESBURY COMMON
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL
It is hard to escape 

the news of rising 

food and fuel costs 

causing high levels 

of concern.  The 

Council’s Helping 

Hand Team is 

available to support 

individuals and 

families in need 

and can guide residents with the most 

appropriate advice.

Whilst waste collections in Chiltern 
continue as normal, many homes 
are still experiencing disruption. 

Cllr. Jane MacBean and I have helped to 
resolve many residents’ backlogs and I 
remain extremely concerned that it took 
Veolia far too long to bring in additional 
resources with extra crews and weekend 
working.

Every year the Council carries out a 
canvass to check the Electoral Register has 
the correct details for everyone registered 
to vote. Currently this is being done by 
email and the remainder will receive a 
letter during the summer. If you could 
respond quickly it will keep our costs down.

Jane and I continue to meet HS2 
regularly to discuss major concerns such 
as road closures, design of bridges, 
portals, saving valuable trees and the 
noxious weeds growing rampant on 
their sites threatening the surrounding 
countryside. There are community drop-
in sessions with HS2 and their Helpdesk 
is available every day of the year on 
Freephone 08081 434 434.

Chesham & Villages Community Board 
has been supporting lots of activities in 
the Chilterns this summer, particularly for 
young people. It has been a wonderful 

summer of sport, including the Grand Prix 
at Silverstone, Wimbledon, local cricket and 
the Pony Club. Bucks is credited with having 
facilities for the widest range of sports in 
the UK and hopefully everyone has enjoyed 
our wonderful environment this summer.

I am sorry we shall soon be saying 
Goodbye to the headteacher at Chiltern 
Hills Academy. Kevin Patrick saw the 
school through two major extensions to 
accommodate everyone locally. He has been 
an outstanding head, raising the aspirations 
of students and staff alike. We wish him 
every future success.

Following our local Jubilee events, I look 
forward to meeting you out and about over 
the summer. 

Please let me know if I can raise your 
concerns with officers at County Hall.

Cllr Patricia Birchley, Chiltern Ridges 
Division, Buckinghamshire Council. Patricia.
Birchley@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
07714 704017

THE PARISH COUNCIL
Benches and noticeboards
The Parish Council has several benches and 
noticeboards that need maintenance, like 
varnishing and small repairs. It is looking 
for someone willing to undertake paid 
work from time to time. If you might be 
interested, please contact the Parish Clerk.

Road repairs
The PC continues to press Transport 
for Bucks and ask support from Bucks 
Councillors on many outstanding road 
repairs, including Sandpit Hill where there 
now will be an investigation into drilling a 
new bore hole to address flooding in this 
area.

Road sign cleaning
The PC has responsibility for cleaning signs 
in the parish. We arranged for this to take 
place in July, so by the time you read this 
the work will have been completed and our 
signs will have recovered their sparkle.

Internal audit
The annual internal audit for the PC 

accounts and procedures has been 
completed. At the last PC meeting, 
Councillors thanked the Clerk for the 
hard work that had been undertaken in 
securing a successful outcome.  All relevant 
documentation has now been published on 
the website and noticeboards.

Allotments
At this time of the year it is pleasing to see 
that allotment plots are full of produce. 
Well done to those allotment tenants who 
have been busy over recent months. All 
plots are currently in use but spare plots 
come available each year, so contact the 
Clerk if interested.

Meetings
Parish Council meetings will take place at 
6pm on Tuesdays at St Leonard’s Parish Hall. 
The next meetings are…

• Tuesday 27 September 2022
• Tuesday 25 October 2022

Please contact me if you have any questions 
or need to report anything.

Parish Clerk, Hayley Farrelly, 07704-909324 
parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Your Parish Councillors are:

Chris Brown (Chairman) -758890 

Bill Ingram (Vice-Chairman) -758258 

Philip Matthews - 758205 

Graham Kersting - 758319 

Oliver Maury – 758015

Buckinghamshire Councillors:

Patricia Birchley - 07714 704017 

Jane MacBean - 07812 177794

Mohammad Fayyaz – 0777 202 7829

Buckinghamshire Council:

Contact number:  0300 131 6000
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Laskavo prosymo – that’s Ukrainian for 

welcome. Sofiia, Veronika and Varvara are 

settling into school and teaching everyone 

some new words. Loads has happened 

since the last article – a testament to 

freedom regained from the pandemic. Back 

in June we got a double bank holiday to 

celebrate the Platinum Jubilee. Bunting 

was hung. Brian May got a fresh perm. 

And Ladbrokes ran a book on who would 

appear on Buckingham Palace balcony. 

But the best event of all was the 
school’s afternoon tea. Trestle tables 
were set up in the playground like 

a proper street party and the kids stood 
dutifully by their chairs to sing God Save 
the Queen, while we parents looked on, 
shuffling uncomfortably, wondering how 
loud to sing. There was tasty cake - I should 
know because I had two slices. And my 
personal highlight - a lovely old lady in a 
cardboard cut-out mask of Her Majesty, 
giving it the royal wave like it was going 
out of fashion.

In July, school sports day returned - a 
hotly contested house competition. The 
school is divided into three houses – 
Dinnets, Orchard and Putnams - named 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL

after the fields that surround the school. 
Each race, ranging from running - with 
obstacles and without - chucking and 
carrying beanbags on a tennis racket and 
more, was contested by a representative of 
each house. The competition was intense. 
But not as intense as the dads’ race. Yep, 
dad-racing is still a thing. And yep, it’s not a 
joke – dads really want to win. We casually 
strode to the start line pretending we didn’t 
care. But the shoving started as we tried 
to make space on the start line. And when 
we heard the word ‘Go!’ well, something 
primal was lit within us. Technique was out 
the window – heads jutting forward, brains 
demanding of the body what the body can 
no longer deliver. And there was more than 
a little risk of injury. If we were racehorses 
we’d have been put out to pasture. But as 
it is, we get to show our kids how it isn’t 
done. No dignity. Loads of fun.

But it wasn’t all about us. It was a very 
hot day and, I have to say, the kids did 
brilliantly – displaying impressive stamina. 
The event was well organised by staff, with 
even a handy little map to tell parents 
where best to see their kids’ races from. 
And the PSA kept the crowds fed and 
watered with a variety of snacks and drinks. 
It’s great to have live sport back following 
the pandemic. Of course, it’s not about the 
winning, so all I’ll say is Go Dinnets! Go 
Dinnets! 

In addition to the above, there’s been a 
school disco, swimming lessons and a trip 
to College Lake. And we also look forward 
to the return of our family cycling event 
in September. Until next time, have a 
wonderful summer.

Rob Scott

CHOLESBURY CUM ST LEONARDS HORT SOC

As I start to write this report the 

temperature is soaring and the gardens 

are into their summer glory. So here are 

suggestions on how to keep them going in 

the heat…

Keep plants and vegetables well-
watered. A good soaking every few 
days is better than a daily sprinkle. 

Perennial plants will need a good soak 
every 4 or 5 days but if you have pots 
and tubs of annuals these will need daily 
watering. This is my daily chore as on the 
last count I have 64 pots! I am making 
a note not to take so many cuttings this 
autumn.

Vegetables such as beans and courgettes 
also should get a good soak especially while 
the heat lasts. I am now cropping lettuce, 
spinach and the first courgettes. Tomatoes 
in the greenhouse need daily watering and 
weekly feeding now they are in flower.

Keep deadheading flowers to encourage 
new growth. As they ripen collect seed 
from plants such as foxgloves, calendulas 
and love-in-the-mist for free plants next 
year.

In August the spring bulbs become 
available in garden centres and worth 
buying while there is a good choice. Tulips 
can be planted right up to Christmas 
for their spring display. Early autumn is 
best to plant new shrubs so they can get 
established before winter sets in.

I hope many of you have been able to 
visit some of the local NGS open gardens in 
the area and get new ideas about what you 
would like to add to your gardens.

In June the Society had a coach trip 
to Wisley RHS gardens. This was most 
successful and there are always new 
plantings to see. The later perennials were 

only just coming out but the Rose Garden 
was superb. The hot houses had some 
amazing tropical plants with exotic flowers. 
It was, as Wallace and Gromit would say, “A 
grand day out”!

Also in June we had two visits to local 
gardens when they were at their best. Our 
thanks to Gill and David Newton and Linda 
Stacey for opening their two very different 
gardens for the Members and raising funds 
for two local charities.

Enjoy summer, keep watering and 
weeding but make time to relax in that 
deckchair. 

The time is near to decide what you can 
enter for the Annual Show at the school on 
Saturday 4th September. Please download 
the schedule from our website

To join the Hort Soc please get in touch 
via: montana@cholesbury.net

Liz Firth
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Jubilee celebrations
The 70th Jubilee celebrations in the Villages 
were a huge success thanks mainly to Phil 
Matthews and Janet Hopkinson. The beacon 
to mark the occasion was organised with 
Phil’s usual care and the addition of Mark 
Verney’s beautifully restored fire engine 
was a huge bonus, making any possible 
fire hazard a minimal risk. Phil’s team were 
out very early on the morning after doing 
their clear up and, apart from a patch of 
scorched ground, there is no evidence 

of the bonfire which gave pleasure to so 
many people. Thanks also to Janet for 
organising the village bunting and to her 
and the neighbours, who organised a very 
enjoyable street party in Hawridge and to 
Sarah Higgins and others who did the same 
in Cholesbury.

Of course, to celebrate this historic event, 
parts of the Commons were cut earlier than 
usual. This was to minimise fire risk opposite 
the beacon and to allow safe parking as 
well as to provide places where residents 
were to picnic. Whilst this cutting was done 
earlier than usual since we usually allow 
the wildflowers to set seed beforehand, 
we are advised that occasionally cutting 
earlier isn’t a major problem since there is 
still a large seedbed of wildflowers on the 
Commons. Of course, the rest of the grassy 
areas on the Commons will be cut by James 
at the appropriate time. The area outside 
the Village Hall has also now been cut in 
preparation for the Bank Holiday Fete. We 
are grateful to Mark Lake who cut and 
baled it. Hopefully, this hay can be used 
for fodder. Unfortunately, because of the 
amount of dog mess the hay from the main 
Commons is not suitable for this use.

Cutting the Manorial Waste
This year James’s cutting will include all of 
the grassy area on the Manorial Waste (the 
land outside people’s houses on the south 
side of the main road). We are impressed 
that so many of the residents now leave 
that area as a corridor for wildlife and 
appreciate that it may be difficult for 
some of you to cut without the necessary 
equipment. However, if for any reason you 
do not want to have yours cut by James, 
please let Christine know (758240). At 

Prepared for a fire!

Fun for all on the Common

Preparing the beacon
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David Barnard with the plaque for their  
new bench Male glow worm

present James has no means of collecting 
the cut grass so if you are able to rake up 
yours that would be very much appreciated 
since our wildflowers flourish best in less 
fertile soils and so removing the nutrients 
from the hay provides their optimal 
conditions.

Benches by the Village Hall
At present John Caple is organising 
the installation of a bench beside the 
existing bench for Gill Goodchild. This is 
in recognition of our longest serving ever 
HCCPS Committee member, David Barnard 
and of the contribution that he and Joan 
have made and continue to make to our 
community. John Kilpatrick is replacing the 
broken slat on Gill Goodchild’s bench. This 
bench has been much used over the years 
and we anticipate that the new one will  
be too.

Isobel’s present
A bowl is being turned by Richard Charles, 
using previously felled cherry wood from 
the Commons, which is what Isobel Clark 
requested after her many years’ service to 
the maintenance of the Commons.

Tree inspection and work on ash trees
In August, John Morris, formerly of Chiltern 
Woodlands, will come to do his regular 
inspection of the trees on the Commons 
with Christine. Sadly, most of the Ash trees 
on the Commons are now affected by 
Ash Dieback and Christine and John will 
establish which need to be dealt with first 
for safety reasons. We anticipate that Pete 
Leybourne and his team will be back in 
early October to carry on with their felling. 
However, there will be a large number of 
trees, for example by the roadside, where 
felling is more problematic and which 
will require climbers. This is considerably 
more expensive and we may need to think 
of additional fundraising ideas to help 
Christine cover some of this expense. 

Other visits
Reptiles and amphibians – We anticipate 
further visits from the Bucks and Milton 
Keynes Environmental Records Centre 
(BMERC) looking at the ponds in the area. 
The tadpoles found in Pallett’s Pond have 
been confirmed as toad tadpoles. The 
reptile mats that have been placed on the 
Commons are also being monitored.

Invertebrates – Thanks also to Fiona 
Everingham at BMERC we are expecting 
a visit from the Bucks Invertebrate Group 
(BIG) on 3rd September for a daytime 
survey of invertebrates on the Commons 
and an evening moth trapping. Obviously, 
because of long-term surveys conducted by 
David Dennis and Peter Bygate, we have 
very good records of the 367 moths now 
identified here but it will be really good to 
have a record of some of the other little 
creatures which live here, most of which 
have not been previously examined.

Glow worms
One cause for excitement has been that 
when David laid out small lures on 6th July, 
he reported: ‘we discovered glow worms on 
the Commons for the first time in nearly 20 
years. This is the second year that we have 
surveyed, and last year we found none. 
This time, five males were found, attracted 
to LED lures which mimic the green light 
emitted by the females. We have not yet 
seen any females, so it may be that these 
males were merely visiting the Commons in 
search of a mate. We will continue to survey 
to determine if we have a breeding colony.

‘Glow worms are not worms at all but beetles. 
The male, shown 
here, is just 1.5cm 
in length, has 
wings and can 
fly considerable 
distances. The 
female does not 
have wings and, 
once she emerges 
from their chrysalis, 
merely climbs 
up a grass stem, 
switches on her 
light and awaits a 
male. The larvae 

do a great job eating small snails. It would be 
marvellous, once again, to see glowing females 
on our Commons. Fingers crossed!’ A local 
expert at Princes Risborough, John Tyler, 
said that, given the number of males, it is 
highly likely that we also have females, but 
they are not that easy to spot.

Moth event
This event was held on 25 June. As always 
it was popular with adults and children 
alike. David writes ‘Three ‘light traps’ had 
been set the previous evening at different 
points on the Commons and by the time 
that some 30 interested observers arrived 
at The Full Moon in the morning to see 
the results, Peter Bygate and David Dennis 
had examined most of the contents. 
Examples of over 50 different species of 
moth had already been placed in see-
through containers so they could be closely 
examined.

The many children and adults present 
were fascinated by the wide variety of 
shapes, sizes and colours on display, 
including several large ‘hawk-moths’. We 
were particularly pleased to welcome two 
members of the Ukrainian community who 
are now living alongside us. ‘

Studying moths on the Common
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Calendar photos
It is that time of year again when we are 
looking for your photos of wildlife, scenes 
or events taken locally for our 2023 Hilltop 
Villages Calendar. As usual, photos for a 
full calendar month picture or for the front 
cover need to be taken on a camera though 
ones taken on your phone or other devices 
are also welcome for composite pages. 
Please email to lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk 
by early September. We would also like 
some new photos for our ever- popular card 
series. Both the calendar and our cards are 
major contributors to the maintenance of 
the Commons and so your help in producing 
good images is very much appreciated.

Christmas event
We hope to have another pre-Christmas 
sale and further details will be forthcoming 
nearer the time. However, if you want to 
re-order Lindsay’s boiled fruit cake, please 
order early at the above email address. 
These will remain at £15 each. 

Lindsay Griffin
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Our most recent beacon rekindled 

memories from Barry Tompson, a former 

resident who grew up in Cholesbury 

at the Old Manor House. He recalls the 

tribulations surrounding the setting up of 

the bonfire on the Common for the 1953 

Coronation celebrations…

For the Coronation in 1953, the village 
built a huge bonfire - then some 
bright spark (no joke intended) set 

fire to it a week before it was needed, that 
was a Saturday night, the day before we 
returned home from holiday in Wales to 
witness such devastation.

The next day Fred Penn, the local 
forester, with his lorry and a large party 
of young volunteers searched around for 
material for a new bonfire. Alan Brown 
offered a prize for the person who was 
covered in the most carbon (off the 
part-burned wood from the burned-out 
bonfire). It was won by Mick James - 
couldn’t see him!

A meeting was held in the Full Moon 
and it was decided that a rota would be 
organised to ‘guard’ the bonfire. In two-
hour shifts on a 24-hour watch.

Those ‘on guard’ would meet at the 
pub before going up the common to do 
their watch. Some of the men were armed, 
with crowbars and such like! Maybe their 
earlier libation caused some confusion as 
there were some near misses and confused 
identity on ‘changing the guard!’. I 
remember some of the guard: Ernie Brown, 
Frank Pearce, Ron Scott, Frank Marlin, 
George Penn, Fred Penn, Arthur Penn, 

Memories of the 
Coronation Beacon

Albert Feasey, Fred Warr, Dick Arnold, Geoff 
Tompson.

There was a super bonfire for the 
Coronation, on the day and in the 
afternoon a sports day in fancy dress on 
the cricket field. I remember it as a dismal, 
overcast day with some light rain.

Happily, setting up the 2022 beacon caused 
no such bother…

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions

01442 890184
07909 542149

annmalvern@sky.com

C a f e  –  B i c y c l e  M a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  R e p a i r s 
0 1 2 8 0  4 1 6 5 6 4  w w w. c h i l t e r n v e l o . c o. u k
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The clubhouse renovations are now just 

about finished, with a new floor down 

in the changing room, shower areas and 

kitchen. Outside, the pitch is looking great, 

if not a little scorched as I write this, due 

to the hard work being put in by a small 

number of volunteers from the Club.

The Saturday team are just over 
halfway through their first season in 
Division 1 and, whilst giving all the 

opposition teams a good game, have won 
just a couple of matches and are currently 

in the bottom half of the table. The Sunday 
team have had a number of good, spirited 
friendlies and it has been great to see a 
number of the older Colts playing on a 
regular basis - on occasion making up half 
of the team and contributing exceptionally 
well. 

We have also had a couple of local 
friendlies. The photo shows the ‘post-match 
analyses’ for a game between the Farmy 
Army (made up of farmers and workers 
from the Full Moon) against a Verney XI 
(led by Mark Verney and consisting of 
firemen and builders). Having described 

HAWRIDGE &  
CHOLESBURY  
CRICKET CLUB

both teams it would be fair to say there 
were a couple of ringers playing as well! 
Whilst the quality of the cricket may not 
have been to County standard the spirit of 
the game was excellent and was supported 
well by local family and friends. At some 
point in the preceding month a bet was 
also made on the result (the game was won 
by the Verney XI) which led to a sizeable 
donation to the Air Ambulance.

Our President’s Day was held at the 
beginning of July with a team led by the 
Club president, Trafford Matthews, playing 
against other Hawridge & Cholesbury 
Club players. This was preceded by an U16 
friendly against Long Marston and a lunch 
for everyone in between the two matches.

On the Colts side, despite the good 
weather this year, it would be fair to say 

fixture management has been a challenge 
for all the local teams across the age 
groups. Half term, the Jubilee weekend, 
schools making up for lost time in our 
post Covid world and other ‘winter sports’ 
extending their season has led to both 
us and the opposition looking to change 
match dates on a regular basis. Matches 
have taken place though and the Colts 
have, as ever, played brilliantly. The All Stars 
and Dynamos programmes have been very 
well attended and thoroughly enjoyed by 
everyone and the younger players have 
supported the older Colts to ensure games 
continue to be played. It looks very likely 
though that matches will continue to be 
played well into the summer holiday.

James Morris 
Colts Manager
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

Come and join us! Hopefully, many 
of you have read the ‘welcome to 
visitors’ notices on Grapevine and will 

have seen that we have an interesting and 
varied programme of speakers each month.

We take a holiday in August but on 
resuming meetings in September there will 
be a slideshow with commentary and music 
of ‘New England in the Fall’.

We would be glad to welcome new – or 
returning – members to our friendly group, 
meeting at 7.30pm on the third Monday of 
each month at St Leonards Parish Hall. 

Membership for a whole year is currently 
£34 and just 50p for refreshments on 
the night, so good value even in these 
straitened times! Just come along!

Hilary Sheppard

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH

The hot summer 
months are with us 
but being vigilant 

is still necessary to avoid 
those who take advantage 
of accessible properties. If 
you are going out, please make 
sure you lock all windows and doors and 
remember to set alarms or camera systems 
if you have them. If you are going away, 
please do not advertise your plans to too 
many people and certainly not on social 
media such as Facebook and if you want 
to post photographs of your trip wait until 
you are safely home. Tell neighbours and 
friends when you will be away and when 
you expect to be home and set lights 
on timers - which can readily purchased 
from retailers. Remember to cancel milk 
and paper deliveries and don’t leave your 
recycling bins out as this is a sign that the 
premises are empty.  

Introducing ‘Check a Website’
Get Safe Online has partnered with Cifas, 
the UK’s leading fraud prevention service, 
to launch ‘Check a Website’. This is a 
new, easy-to-use online tool which helps 
determine whether a website is likely to be 
legitimate or a scam - before you visit it. It 
is hoped to prevent thousands of people in 
the UK falling victim to unwanted online 
scams every year. To use, simply type in the 
address of the website you want to check, 
and your results will appear within seconds. 
To try it out simply visit  
www.getsafeonline.org/checkawebsite/

If you have been a victim of crime you can 
report it in several ways 
•  If it’s an emergency or the crime is still 

taking place, contact the police on 999 
•  If it’s not an emergency, call 101. Do not 

call 999. 

This doesn’t mean it is not important – it 
just helps to make the best use of police 
resources. Or you can report the crime 
at your local police station. If you have 
information regarding a crime and don’t 
want to talk to the police, contact the 
charity Crimestoppers online or call 0800 
555 111. You will remain 100% anonymous. 
Always.

Have a safe and lovely summer.   
Erin Thwaites (758079)
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of involvement in what we do in the way 
we approach future programming and 
planning.

The main focus for us has and always 
will be to bring the best of classical music to 
people who don’t already know that they 
love it. One of the most beautiful moments 
so far occurred during our rehearsal for 
Nordic Giants at The Barn, where one of 
the farmers walked past the barn doors and 
overheard our string orchestra playing a 
piece by Sibelius. Completely overwhelmed, 
he broke down in tears at the sounds that 
he was hearing and now has a newfound 
passion for classical music.

Looking forward, we are hopeful for 
another great season ahead. We have a 
varied mixture of brilliant repertoire that 
we would like to showcase in different 
formats and continue to explore the weird 
and wonderful venues the Chilterns have 
to offer. Word of Echor has also spread to 
other arts organisations in the area who are 
wanting to collaborate with us, so this is 
something very positive to look forward to. 

Thank you to all the Hilltop News 
readers who have followed our journey so 
far. If you have yet to come to one of our 
concerts and are intrigued by what we are 
doing, please sign up to our mailing list on 
our website: www.echormusic.com. We will 
also be sending a special newsletter with 
lots of interesting interviews and gossip 
with our musicians out to our Echor Friends 
this summer, so if you’ve been thinking 
about signing up as an Echor Friend, now 
is a good time! (I am also going to try my 
hand at creating a musical crossword - wish 
me luck!)

Eva Thorarinsdottir 

Echor Music –  
end of first season
Our very first season of music-making in 

the Chiltern Hills has officially come to an 

end. Since our inaugural concert at The 

Barn, Ray’s Hill back in October, we have 

managed to put together another six 

projects comprising eleven performances 

in total! We never expected to be able to 

achieve this much on such a large scale in 

our first year, especially as Nick and I both 

have full-time jobs performing all over the 

country with other orchestras. However, 

our vision was greeted with such infectious 

enthusiasm from our local communities 

and our local musicians, all of whom were 

craving top-quality live concerts on their 

doorstep. 

Our last concert of the season took 
place at Stocks Golf Club in Aldbury. 
Guests were greeted with chilled 

Sangria and Mexican Canapés on the 
terrace overlooking the countryside before 
we took them on a musical journey through 
Spain and Latin America. The weather on 
the night was certainly on our side and it 
was a fantastic way to celebrate the end of 
our season. We certainly hope to do more 
concerts there in the future. 

We have met so many wonderful people 
on our journey so far and it has been 
enlightening to see how many people are 
willing to help and support us along the 
way. Since our Friends Programme launched 
back in December, we have gathered over 
40 Echor Friends who are at the heart 
of what we do. It is important to us that 
our Friends feel that they have a sense 
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Welcome return for our 
showpiece event
After three years the St Leonards fete came back with a bang on the Saturday of the 

Jubilee weekend. How lovely it was to see a large crowd with familiar faces enjoying a 

warm afternoon with all the regular attractions.

Despite the many conflicting events 
going on for the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee there were well over 1000 

people at the fete. They were entertained 
by Lou’s Sextet and a wide array of stalls 
and games and the barbeque and the teas 
both sold out. The atmosphere was friendly 
and welcoming all afternoon.

Thank you to Hannah Lane and Izzy 
Carlisle who shouldered the burden of 
organising it this year and thanks also to 
the many volunteers who helped set up and 
run all the attractions. We made a healthy 
profit of over £5500 which will fund a 
much-needed redecoration of the Hall.

In addition to the old favourites of 
welly-wanging, splat-the-rat, coconut shy, 

face painting, bouncy castle and merry-
go-round; this year a new Circus Skills 
Workshop saw lots of budding performers 
unearthing hidden talents such as juggling, 
plate spinning and stilt walking. 

Our resident stallholders were also 
worked off their feet with huge sales 
of plants, along with books, bric-a-brac, 
tombola and raffle tickets. 

Yet again, our fete was only possible 
due to the hard work and dedication of 
a large team of volunteers from the local 
community who generously gave up their 
time to make it happen, along with all 
those who made donations and spent their 
money on the day. 
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I’ve very much had to get up to speed 
with the dynamics between the 
benefices and parishes.  Furthermore, a 

number of decisions had to be taken early 
about how we delivered worship, whilst 
still in the Covid age. There were also 
many expectations to manage, a pattern 
of worship which was shaped around 
the previous incumbent’s circumstances 
and the demands of the interregnum to 
shape and adapt to one which I, as your 
new incumbent, was able to deliver. I 
believe we have now settled into just such 
a regular pattern of worship. I do hope 
to incorporate further opportunities for 
worship going forward, as my capacity 
allows.

Over this first year I have been able to 
get a sense of where we are as a fellowship, 
as benefices, parishes and churches and 
start to scope out the issues we need to 
address if we are to move forward. Being in 
such a position is realistic. I’ve being advised 
repeatedly by senior colleagues that the 
first three years are characterised as such 
and not to expect too much of ministry 
in this period. My sense is that we have 
foundational work to do before we can 
move on in our mission. I look forward to 
undertaking the mission and ministry with 
you and helping to further the Kingdom of 
God in this place.

From Revd. Chris Haywood…

I was recently asked by a clergy colleague, following my induction 

on 29 April 2021, how my honeymoon period in parish had gone. I 

answered, ‘I haven’t had one’. Having scoped out the experience of 

other new incumbents in a similar situation, my experience of my 

first year has not been uncommon. 
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F R O M  T H E  R E G I S T E R S
ST LEONARDS

Holy Matrimony
2 July 2022 - Jessica Harriet Lodge and Joseph Jason Wyn Evans

C H U R C H  M A T T E R SC H U R C H  M A T T E R S

CHOLESBURY CHOLESBURY 

IIn 2002 a group 
of local stitchers, 
under the 

supervision of 
the late Maureen 
Newall, made a 
jubilee kneeler 
for each Hilltop church. The idea spread 
and the stitchers made many more 
kneelers, each with a personally chosen 
commemorative design, and gave them 
to the churches. Cholesbury were given 
brightly embroidered kneelers with a 

ST LEONARDSST LEONARDS

TThe Wedding 
on Saturday 
2nd July of 

Jessica Lodge and 
Jason Evans was a 
wonderfully happy event with not a spare 
seat to be had in the Church. Led in by 
Chris, the scent of the flowers, arranged 
by Liz Firth, filled the church as Jessie came 
down the aisle wearing a beautiful ivory 
crepe de chine dress with a simple long veil 
and carrying equally simple pale pink roses. 
Her little bridesmaids, with ivory roses, 
preceded her with Lottie, Hannah and 
Katie following, wearing pale pink chiffon 
overlaid with tiny rose gold sequins. Jessie’s 
flowers were bound together with her 
mother’s wedding head band of small silk 
flowers – still perfect after thirty-nine years! 
Confetti made with roses from Ann and 
John Horn’s garden added to the village 
involvement on this lovely day. A reception 
and later a party was held in a marquee at 
Horseshoe Cottages. We wish Jess and Jason 
much happiness in their life together.

The Breakfast Service continues to draw 
both young and old alike who leave at the 
end of the half hour in church with much 
to think about as they start their new 
week. We meet again on 21 August and 18 
September. We’d love you to join us.

Sadly, we took the decision to cancel the 
Tea@3 due to be held on 22 June due to a 
slight resurgence of the Covid virus in our 

area. We felt it was not a risk worth taking. 
Hopefully we can meet on Wednesday 24 
August and again on 28 September and 
we much look forward to seeing you all 
for cake, tea and a chat! Please let Anne 
Butterworth (758700) know if you would 
like to be collected.

Despite the Breakfast Service on the 
Rota appearing as the only service in 
June, we were delighted to welcome Rev. 
Keven Lovell from Prestwood to a last-
minute Communion Service on 3rd July. His 
address, which was both meaningful and 
encouraging, was based on ‘gentleness’.

Our APCM was held on 24 May which, 
unfortunately, Chris Haywood could not 
attend due to a direct contact with Covid. 
Gavin Oldham took the chair and read 
Chris’ report. The meeting was attended by 
several non-PCC parishioners who wanted 
to ask several pertinent questions. The 

Jessica and Jason

meeting was grateful to Robert Donnell 
for standing again as Church Warden (his 
Visitation was held in Slough as the local 
occasions had come and gone due to our 
late date!). The following PCC members 
were prepared to stand for another year – 
Gavin Oldham, Giles Pemberton, Michael 
Joseph, Nick Butterworth, Lynne Priest and 
Jenny Savage.

It was with gratitude and much regret 
we said goodbye to Ann Horn after many 
years of service both as Church Warden 
(there’s nothing to it, you’ve just got to 
be there!) and PCC member. Ann’s care 
for both the church and the community 
is legendary and we cannot thank her 
enough for her contribution to village life 
over such a long period of time. As well as 
receiving a beautiful bouquet of flowers, 
Ann will choose roses for her garden which 
will hopefully remind her of everything she 
has achieved on our behalf. Ann, we shall 
miss you!

For details of the Harvest Festival please 
see our next Hilltop News, or keep an eye 
on Grapevine. As a farming cummunity 
we much look forward to sharing this 
important occasion with you.

range of emblems that, resting on the 
pews, continue to transform the church 
interior. Maureen decided to remember her 
grandsons, Alistair and Dominic Hutson, on 
one kneeler. Alistair has recently married 
in Tydd St Giles in Cambridgeshire and 
he borrowed the Hutson kneeler for the 
special occasion. Our prayers are for a 
happy married life for Alistair and Florence.

The Annual Church Meeting was held 
at the end of June and necessary legal 
formalities were completed. John Farmer 
is again Churchwarden and Liz Green and 
Phil Harrison remain on the PCC. The church 
finances at the end of 2021 were healthier 
than expected due to the generosity of the 
parishioners and also because we reduced 
our donations to the Diocese. This year we 
are committed to paying our full share. Two 
new Sacristans have volunteered to support 
our Communion services and Safeguarding 
procedures are in place under Liz Green. 
The Meeting continued by reviewing the 
number of services in the Hilltop parishes, 
which is less than previously, and we 
discussed broadening the range of services. 
Chris Haywood continues to develop our 
worship as we seek to strengthen our 
Mission. St Laurence has recovered from the 
Covid Lockdown and church and churchyard 
continue to receive care and attention 
from the village. We are grateful that four 
new volunteers came forward to mow the 
churchyard and Maggie has found new 
helpers for the Flower Rota.

Oxford Diocese sent out a factsheet 
advising on Sustainability for Flower 
Arranging. This was studied by Maggie 
Carruthers who reported that Cholesbury 
are meeting the guidelines. We can all 
see this in the church displays using local 
garden flowers and hedgerow foliage.

The annual Cream Teas took place on 
Sunday 3rd July and we found ourselves 
competing with Wimbledon and Silverstone 
and also local events. The first essential 
for Cream Teas at Cholesbury is cakes and 
there was a great selection: cherry and 
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almond, rhubarb and walnut, fruit cakes 
and sponges and generous scones. One 
baker described her cake as “Lemon and 
poppy seed that misbehaved, so raspberries 
were added”. This was sampled and found 
to be delicious with the crunchy texture 
from the seeds, the moist flavour of lemon 
and juicy raspberries. Thank you to all the 
cake makers and Dave for the milk. The 
plants stall included basil, gooseberries 
and new potatoes alongside annuals ready 
to plant. Buckingham Palace attracted 51 
punters and the Ferrero Rocher went to 
Mrs Lacey of Mount Nugent. The abiding 
memory must be the full tables of guests 
just relaxing on a July afternoon. We thank 
those who helped and spent and raised 
£647.

The annual Churches Fete, shared 
on August Bank Holiday Monday with 
Hawridge, is now in planning and will 
include the return of the Ellesborough 
Band. Volunteers as ever are needed as we 
aim to run all the usual stalls. 

A sunny afternoon for Cream Teas

HAWRIDGEHAWRIDGE

RR eaders will 
know that our 
new schedule 

of regular Sunday 
services provides for 
only one service per month. Will the limited 
opportunity to worship in our Church mean 
that the crowds flood in on these occasions 
or will the lack of regularity lead to a decline 
which, it must be feared, may lead to other 
consequences? While it is still too early to tell 
what the effect will be, let us hope that all 
parishioners take the opportunity of worship 
at St Mary’s on every occasion when it is now 
on offer.

Our Churchwarden, Elizabeth Tomlin, 
having been reappointed at the Annual 
Parish Meeting in May, attended the Annual 
Visitation Service on 16 June at the Church 
of the Holy Spirit, Bedgrove, where she was 
again sworn in by the Archdeacon to serve in 
this office. 

The Jubilee weekend in early June gave 
at least two memorable village events on the 
Commons, the lighting of the beacon (and 
what a beacon it was) on the Thursday and 
next day, for Hawridge villagers, a picnic on 
the Common. 

The next big village event on the 
Commons will of course be the joint Fete 
for Hawridge and Cholesbury Churches on 
August Bank Holiday Monday. At the time 
of writing, the grass had just been cut in 
preparation for the various stalls to be set 
up and the organisation of those stalls and 
other attractions is already under way. As 
usual, the fete is under the guidance and 
direction of John Farmer and there is always 
a need for volunteers, so please do not hang 
back or wait to be asked if you feel you are 
able to help - but contact John. Whether you 
can help in running the fete or not, all are 
very welcome and we look forward to seeing 
everyone for this great village event (and 
useful fundraiser for the Churches).  

Lastly, St Mary’s will again this year have a 
register available on Saturday 10 September 
for those taking part in Ride & Stride: be 
sponsored to ride (horse or bike), run or 
walk between participating Churches to raise 
funds for Bucks Historic Churches Trust and 
those churches involved.

Contact may be made with St Mary’s, as 
ever, via the Hon Secretary of the PCC, Tim 
Watts (758040 or timwatts178@btinternet.
com).

BANK HOLIDAY FUN 
TO COME… 

Hawridge and Cholesbury churches 
have already begun their Fete 
preparations for August Bank 

Holiday Monday. Ellesborough Band will 
again perform and will doubtless have a 
new repertoire as three years have passed 
since they last played for us. Draw tickets 
are printed, licences bought and the Village 
Hall booked. Graham Swallow is checking 
available vintage cars.

The Fete has established a reputation 
as a big attraction in the area with many 
visitors from outside the villages. These 
look forward to our usual range of teas and 
cakes and various stalls and games which 
all depend on volunteers to staff them. We 
also need helpers to set up the gazebos 
and tents on Sunday evening and Monday 
morning. Last year one newly arrived family 
generously volunteered their services and 
others have moved in recently. We welcome 
regular stall holders and look forward to 
new residents coming forward.

The success of many stalls depends on 
donations. Bric-a-brac is a busy stall as are 
books and the ‘nearly new’. There are two 
bottle stalls that depend on bottles that can 
be alcoholic, soft drinks or food ingredients 
and condiments. We are grateful for the 
freshly baked cakes to be sold either on the 
cake stall or with teas.

The Grand Draw and the tombola give 
opportunities for a flutter while coconuts 
and bowling introduce skill. There will be 
beer and Pimms.

Please book this day and join the fun.
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A change in the air…
Sitting in my garden recently, I looked up 

and, within a couple of minutes, saw a red 

kite, a buzzard and a raven. I thought to 

myself, the chance of seeing any one of 

these birds here when we moved in over 

40 years ago would have been remote – in 

the case of the kite, non-existent.

Another rare sight would be the 
ever-present hordes of wood 
pigeons pecking the buds off 

our trees and the parties of magpies 
chattering constantly. Generally, the larger 
birds – crows and birds of prey – have 
increased, whilst the smaller songbirds have 
decreased. Magpies and carrion crows are 
numerous and have recently been joined 
locally by ravens, once mostly confined to 
the mountains and cliffs of the north and 
west. 

Kestrels were the most common bird of 
prey when we moved here. Now there are 
much fewer and have been outnumbered 
by buzzards, sparrowhawks and, of course 
red kites (the kites introduced to the 
Chilterns in the late 1990s and thriving).

The most notable absentee is the cuckoo. 
Until the last couple of years heard without 
fail from the end of April. I didn’t hear one 

at all from the Hilltops this spring, or last. 
Swallows, house martins and swifts have 
been scarce – I hope that is just a temporary 
blip as they add so much to the joys of 
summer. Playing cricket on the Common 
40-odd years ago, I recall hearing the 
turtle dove cooing from the surrounding 
trees. This evocative sound has long been 
silenced.

In my garden, house sparrows and 
starlings – once taken for granted as being 
ever-present – I rarely see now. Their 
numbers are declining nationally, but they 
are still in the top ten most common garden 
birds. Thankfully, the robin and blackbird 
still rule the lawn - a variety of finches and 
tits dominate the seed dispenser.

Spring and summer walks in the Hilltops 
are still complemented by the exuberant 
singing of the skylark above the fields, 
chiffchaff and wren in the woods and 
yellowhammer and whitethroat from the 
hedges – to name but a few.

You don’t, of course, need to be a keen 
birder to enjoy the sights and sounds of 
the birds which enhance our very special 
Hilltops.

Graham Lincoln

For example, the familiar aspect of 
the crown of trees which mark out 
Cholesbury Camp. The current large 

beech trees which mark out the late Bronze 
and Iron Age earthen embankments are 
probably around 200 years old. They were 
planted at a time when arboretums were 
becoming a fashionable addition to a 
wealthy landowner’s estate. 

The widespread occurrence during the 
18th and 19th centuries and even early 20th 
century of beech plantations (two-thirds of 
all) and oak woodlands (one third), were 
often clamorous industrial sites occupied 
much of the time by bodgers hewing chair 
parts from seasoned timber. Associated 
with such scenes would have been immense 
stores of green timber. 

Views across farmland would typically be 
interrupted by stands of beech woodland 
or areas of recently cleared plantations. 
So, like today, long range views across 
the Chiltern plateau would have been 
minimal. In contrast to those of more 
recent time, 2000+ years ago there would, 
looking out from the Hillfort, have been 
open vistas in almost every direction. The 
earthworks would have been an impressive 
and potentially intimidating sight by those 
climbing up the scarp from the Vale below. 
The Chiltern plateau has been progressively 
cleared of trees and very dense scrub over 
the previous 4,000 years by peoples of the 

HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

Seeing those ever-changing 
Chiltern views

region who were the first farmers in this 
part of the world. 

Not all the woodlands were cleared as 
timber as stands of ancient woodland were 
retained as carefully managed coppices 
of oak, birch and ash - vital for building 
and heating dwellings and, importantly, 
iron ore smelting. For refining metals such 
stands of woodland needed to be close 
to places of habitation as the effort to 
transport timber was even greater than 
moving the metal ore!

The Domesday Book commissioned by 
William 1 in 1086 provided an assessment 
of woodland, its value and its use. By all 
comparative measures the Chiltern Hills 
was a very heavily wooded region. It also 
formed the northern edge of a resource of 
timber, faggots, billets and charcoal which 
continued south all the way to London - a 
voracious market for this valued resource. 
Beech was the dominant wood and was 
recorded as being rejuvenated in plantation 
stands. Such was the demand for this wood 
by Londoners that it became impossible to 
fully replaced the felled timber. Gradually 
such woodland, with the assistance of 
livestock, transitioned to common pasture 
then open pasture and lastly grazed 
grassland.

Until the 18th century most of the 
farming was carried out using what 
is called the open field system. In any 

It would be easy to take for granted features of the local landscape we can see these days: 

landmarks, woodlands, grasslands, hedgerows and agricultural land have been a constant 

and perpetual feature in one form or other going back for at least several generations.
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community there might be between two 
and six large fields. Under this regime 
each farmer had strips of land in each of 
these fields. As farmers developed new 
agricultural techniques and learnt how 
further to increase the fertility of soil it 
became clearer that this open field system 
was becoming increasingly inefficient. 
The wealthier farmers recognised that 
by consolidating parcels of land into 
their ownership the deployment of these 
agricultural techniques rapidly increased 
the value of this land. To protect this land 
from encroachment by a neighbouring 
farmer’s animals, the wealthy landowners 
sought by parliamentary legislation 
known as the Enclosure Acts to ‘enclose’ or 
secure large parcels of land. This approach 
considerably benefitted the rotation of 
crops and the husbandry of livestock.

In this part of the country this was 
achieved by planting hedges of either 
just hawthorn, or a blend of several 
species. Two or three-hundred years on 
these once pure hawthorn hedges are 
today supplemented in The Chilterns by 
hazel, field maple, sycamore, hornbeam, 

blackthorn, ash and holly. Prior to the 
1970s it would have been common to 
see quantities of elm. This has largely 
disappeared because of  Dutch Elm Disease, 
though resistant strains are making a 
comeback in places. The sign of a well-
established ‘enclosure hedge’ is one that 
is not only rich in trees and shrubs like 
those mentioned above but also climbers 
like honeysuckle and ground flora, often 
closely associated with local woodland, 
such as bluebell, yellow archangel and 
wood anemone. During the time when 
hedges were used as a stock-proof barrier 
they were periodically cut back or ‘laid’ to 
ensure they retain their integrity for the 
purpose they are put to. 

What can distinguish the open spaces 
of the uncultivated parts of the Chilterns 
landscape is its underlying chalk rock 
structure which provides the ingredients 
for the sustenance of calcareous grasslands. 
The permeability of the chalk results in 
dry valleys with well-drained valley slopes. 
Grazing provides an opportunity for chalk-
loving plants that do not require very fertile 
or water-retentive soils to thrive. There is a 

long list of such plants and a few include: 
greater knapweed, salad burnet, common 
rockrose, lady’s bedstraw, hoary plantain, 
bee orchid, bird’s-foot trefoil, common 
milkwort and harebell. When in full bloom 
they provide a rich, often dazzling tapestry.

The views over landscapes which have 
undergone the most dramatic changes 
must be those taken across agricultural 
land. Over the past seventy years farming 
has experienced both periods of depression 
and, if not great affluence, at least a 
more profitable return on investment. 
The significant moment was in 1939 with 
the start of the Second World War. The 
Government recognised the importance of 
farming to feed the nation at a time when 
food imports would dry up. Fallow land 
was put back into production, fertilizer, 
tractors and harvesting equipment was 
made available alongside a woman’s land 
army with farmers committed to take up 
the challenge of increasing food production. 
Small fields were subsumed with neighbours 
by removing hedges to enable the most 
productive use of the labour and technology. 

Post war, legislation introduced 
guaranteed prices for produce and entry 
into the EEC in 1973 added incentives for 
larger farms. Redundant or derelict farm 
buildings were converted into residential 
accommodation. More intensive farming 
introduced new crops adding new colours 
to the landscape. Chemicals were employed 
to remove weeds and improve productivity, 
though ‘Set Aside’ policies allowed some 
temporary respite for wild flowers. 

Most recently, new agricultural policies 
pre- and post-EU are once again affecting 
the character of the countryside with 
‘greener’ farming practices that support 
more wildlife and increased diversification 
that generate new income sources for 
farmers. Support for increased and 
hopefully sympathetic tree-planting 
schemes might see a reversal in the loss of 
woodlands. 

All promise a new outlook across the 
agricultural landscape. What the future 
holds for views over the Chilterns, we will 
just have to see! 

Chris Brown
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Late summer pub news
Not much has changed on our local pub 

scene since our early summer report. Two 

of our pubs are thriving and running flat 

out, taking full advantage of the splendid 

summer weather, with gardens being 

fully utilised. The other two pubs are still 

operating reduced hours and missing the 

potential bonus delivered by the fair-

weather brigade. I remain convinced that 

the more attractive, flourishing pubs we 

have in our “destination” Chiltern Hills 

area, the more trade is attracted to them. 

Part of the attraction is an expanded 

variety of hospitality that can be offered.

After a hectic Jubilee week in June 
which featured a massive beacon 
bonfire, lots of bunting and 

barbeques, the summer routine is a little 
more settled for the Full Moon. Quiz nights 
continue on the last Wednesday of each 
month with the proceeds in aid of the 
Chiltern Air Ambulance.  

Fish Fridays bring fresh catches from 
Cornwall each week. The current catch is 
announced on the pub’s social media pages. 

From 10am Tuesday through Sunday full 
English breakfasts, pastries, coffee and rolls 
are available. You can enjoy take away fish 
and chips Tuesday through Saturday – order 
by phone or drop in and have a drink whilst 
you wait.

Dean Mercer has recently joined the 
White Lion cadre as a full-time chef. He 
has had a broad and varied career in the 
kitchens of the Officers’ Mess at RAF Halton 
and Benson. He previously worked in 
demanding kitchens in Paris for nearly nine 
years. If all goes to plan, he will shortly be 
joined by a full-time supporting chef.

The guiding principles of the kitchen 
remain unchanged with only top of the 
range, fresh ingredients used. Special 
menu additions are now listed daily on 
a board inside. To expedite service and 
accommodate customers without bookings, 
luncheon menus are limited to small dish 
tapas.  Nevertheless, it is always best to 
book in advance. It can be done online at 
www.whitelion.pub.

Since previous Paella Days in the garden 
have been a big success, the next one will 
be on Bank Holiday Monday 29 August 
from noon to 6pm. There will be a choice 
of mixed meat and seafood or vegan 
vegetarian paellas – all with a choice 

of salads. There will also be alternative 
selections from the grill or plancha. The 
Two Tones will also be performing on the 
day.

Opening hours at The Old Swan are 
still restricted to the evenings on Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, then from 
noon to 9pm on Saturday and noon to 7pm 
on Sunday. Although the kitchen is closed, 
food vans call on occasional weekends. 
The variety has recently included Chef on 
Wheels Italian Sunday Specials, Friends and 
Flavours Gourmet Burgers and their Pizza 
Van. Their appearances are announced on 
the pub’s social media pages.

The Black Horse Inn is also keeping 
limited opening times from Thursday 
at noon to Sunday evening. The garden 
grill operates in reasonable weather on 
Saturday and Sunday. Meals at the inside 
tables can be booked online.

Bill Ingram
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The Common
Common (kom-un) n. a piece of land open 

to all, and on which certain tenants have 

grazing rights; (pl) the common people; 

the lower elective House in the British 

Parliament.

Taken from the Odhams Dictionary 
of the English Language, rescued 
from Christopher Rose and Co, my 

old family Auction rooms in Berkhamsted 
before it closed about 20 years ago. Bit 
stuffy that definition, not at all like our 
lovely slice of England!

I’ve walked, played and enjoyed this tiny 
piece of unspoilt woods and grassland, high 
in the Chilterns, steeped in history right 
back to Boudica and the Iceni, ever since I 
was a child. To many of us who have lived 
here for a long time, the Common is a very 
intricate part of our lives, to others it’s just 
something that increases the value of their 
property! Well, it’s a very interesting place!

To start with, a few of us having what 

are called Common Rights, granted many 
years ago, by an Act of Parliament. It allows 
the recipients to graze their animals in the 
hours of daylight. This means sheep, goats, 
pigs and horses. We used to graze our goats 
and horses opposite our house a few years 
ago. We could also collect herbage for 
animal bedding (bracken to the ordinary 
folks).

We could also collect firewood, but only 
if we were able to pick it up and carry it 
home.

The Common is owned by the Lord of 
the Manor (it is one of only three commons 
that are privately owned in this country). 
Back in the day, Mr Randall was The Lord 
of the Manor, but found the upkeep and 
maintenance of the common a very big job, 
so he asked a few locals to get together 
with him and they created The Commons 
Preservation Society.

At that time I was persuaded, coerced, 
invited, not sure which, to join the Society.

We used to meet in the Full Moon for 
a pint and to plan our next work party. 
In those days, Peter Knowles-Brown was 

Chairman, and he was also a J P. He used to 
get young offenders to do their community 
service working on the common, which 
was a bit of a double-edged sword! I spent 
much time repairing Peter’s tractor that 
they had got stuck, mowing over concrete 
posts and tree stumps, and generally trying 
to make the poor little grey tractor fly! 
Peter later donated it to the society when 
his family left the village and moved to 
Scotland.

When I was young, Spratty Brown used 
to drive his cattle onto the common up at 
the cricket pitch, then push them down 
to Pound Wood (the small wood opposite 
Church Drive at the Chesham end of the 
common) and back again, to be off by dusk.

Wing Commander Dave Hay also told me 
that years ago the oldest boy at Hawridge 
School, upon leaving, would be offered the 
job of herding the cattle each day at the 
princely sum of 6d a week! He also had to 
be supplied with a hand scythe so he could 

cut down the large thistles on his way up 
and down.

Our little bit of country heaven has a 
lot of history, right back to when Queen 
Boudica camped here, before sacking 
Londinium (London) and finally her defeat 
in AD 61. Even the name of Hawridge came 
from its old Iceni name of Hawthorn Ridge.

So, when walking on the Common, you 
are walking in the footsteps of history.

Mike Wallis
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CURVACEOUS COOK
 

Miso aubergine
I always buy aubergines, but never quite sure what to do with them apart from curry and chilli - but 

these are so quick and easy on the barbeque. Maybe you have grown some this year as they do really 
well in our gardens and greenhouses.

1 fat aubergine, sliced across (rather than lengthwise) in about 1cm slices. It doesn’t really matter how 
you cut them, but I find this easiest.

1 heaped tbs each of white miso, tahini and apple cider vinegar, all whisked together.
Good pinch of chipotle or other chilli flakes if you like them, still good without

black pepper.
Rub each side of the aubergine slices with a little oil.

Grill or barbeque one side till just colouring, then turn over and grill the other side until just colouring.
It should be starting to soften.

Turn back and spread the top with the miso mix.
If you are grilling them, grill until just bubbling. On the barbeque, just until it melts a bit.

These are lovely on their own, perhaps with some rice or flatbread, or with a salad. Good hot or cold.

Really easy and quick flatbreads
4 heaped tbs self-raising flour

1 level tsp baking powder
Good pinch salt

2 tbs (maybe more) plain yoghurt
Simply mix all together, till a smooth ball.

Leave to rest for 10 minutes or so.
Divide into 4 and flatten to thin shapes with rolling pin.

Heat heavy pan (no oil) and spread the thin slices on top, turning when they puff up.
When both sides look cooked, take them out, brush with butter, and sprinkle on some zataar or dukkah 

or whatever you fancy, or just have plain.
Cover until all are ready.

These are good toasted the next day, if there are any leftovers - not a problem I have ever had!

Georgina Hayden has lovely recipes for dukkah and zataar, or you can buy them everywhere these days.

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com

V  V  V

100 Club 
winners 

Cholesbury Village Hall

June 2022
£25 John Allen, Buckland Common 

£15 Roger Worthington, Cholesbury.

July 2022
£15 Paddy Thomas, Buckland Common 

£15 David Barnard, Cholesbury

For membership, please contact  
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email  

jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

St Leonards Parish Hall

June 2022
£50 Sandy Clarke, Tring 

£25 Janet Hopkinson, Hawridge 
£15 Charles Firth, Buckland Common 

£15 Ann Marie Ogden, Buckland Common

For membership, please contact  
Richard Leat on 758784  

or email leatrj@yahoo.co.uk.

V  V  V
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the October/November edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or 
Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10 
September latest. Please note that photos 
sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 
pixels in size.

Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449  
grahamlnc@aol.com

Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700  
anne@churchcottage.uk

Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  
annhorn272@gmail.com

Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  
info@michaelspark.com

Distribution 
Rosemary Pearce 758334

Printing 
Orbit Press, Chesham  01494 778053 
info@orbitpress.co.uk

Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making 
and is funded by advertising.




