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A time of sadness and reflection
As the United Kingdom, and friends
around the world, mourned the loss of our
great Queen Elizabeth on Thursday 8th
September 2022, the Hilltop Villages paid
their own tributes.

T

he Hilltop Churches honoured the
Queen’s life and service in the days
and weeks that followed. The church
bells were rung at noon on Friday 9th.
All three churches were open for prayers,
reflection and for flowers left in memory.
Books of condolences were provided. May
she rest in peace.
We will miss the Queen’s constant
reassuring presence; for most of us this has
been throughout all our lives. We now look
forward to an equally inspiring reign of
King Charles III.
•     •     •
The annual joint Churches fete on
August Bank Holiday Monday was certainly
a welcome village get-together. Like
the St Leonards fete in June, there was
a huge number of visitors. Most of the
usual attractions were there (but not the
barbeque because of the prolonged dry
spell making it a fire risk!) and gross takings
matched last year.
The following week, the Hort Soc Annual
Show resumed with the familiar variety
of entries. The drought meant there were
fewer entries, but still a good display of
cut-flowers, fruit and veg. There were also
displays of arts & crafts, a new class for fruit
liqueurs plus the usual culinary delights. See
our reports inside this issue…

Welcome help with commemorative church
bellringing

Also in this issue, our regular features …
Chris Brown looks back on Autumn
wonders
Our Curvaceous Cook serves up a fishy
lasagne
…and all the news from our Churches,
School, Clubs, Pubs, Councils and Societies.
Also in this issue…
• Michael Henry remembered
• John Horn revisits his childhood in the
village
• Horror coming to Dundridge!
• Anyone for table tennis?
Front cover
Autumn glory in the Hilltops...
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Queen Elizabeth II
It was with deepest sadness that
Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish Council
recorded the death of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II, which was announced by
Buckingham Palace at 6.30pm on Thursday,
8 September 2022.
Parishioners wishing to record a short
message of condolences (maximum of 100
words) with the Parish Council may do
so up to the end of October 2022. These
words will not be published and will not
be part of the official book of condolences
but will remain part of the Parish Council
archive. To do so, please send an email to
parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com with your full
name, address, contact telephone number
and email address if applicable.
Vacancies on the Parish Council
Are you interested in giving something back
to your community? Could you volunteer
some time, energy and expertise to find
practical solutions and get things done
for your community? Parish councillors

represent residents’ views and press for
improvements to Buckinghamshire Council’s
services, such as roads, planning decisions
and enforcement, refuse collection and
protection of our environment. Meetings
are also held with police, health and fire
services and voluntary organisations. If you
are interested, please contact the Parish
Clerk or come along to a Parish Council
meeting.
Allotments
The Parish Council manages the allotments
at Buckland Common. From time-to-time
vacant plots become available. If you would
like more details on renting an allotment
space, please get in contact with me. The
annual rent of £25 is now due from existing
tenancy.
Meetings
Parish Council meetings will take place at
6pm on Tuesdays at St Leonard’s Parish Hall.
The next meetings are…
• Tuesday 25 October 2022
• Tuesday 29 November 2022
Please contact me if you have any questions
or need to report anything.
Parish Clerk, Hayley Farrelly, 07704-909324
parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Your Parish Councillors are:
Chris Brown (Chairman) -758890
Bill Ingram (Vice-Chairman) -758258
Philip Matthews - 758205
Graham Kersting - 758319
Oliver Maury – 758015
Buckinghamshire Councillors:
Patricia Birchley - 07714 704017
Jane MacBean - 07812 177794
Mohammad Fayyaz – 0777 202 7829
Buckinghamshire Council:
Contact number: 0300 131 6000
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THE COUNTY COUNCIL
You may have
read in the
national Press that
Buckinghamshire
had the second
highest rate of top
grades at GCSE this
summer, second
only to Rutland. This
is a fantastic
achievement by our young people
and their excellent teachers and we
congratulate them all. The County had
good IT systems in place at the start of the
Covid pandemic and many schools were
able to teach their normal timetable online.

O

n Thursday 1st September I
attended the Bucks County Show
in my role as Vice-Chairman of the
Council. It was an opportunity to meet
many of the voluntary organisations,
local produce makers, the Hunt and many
organisations that support the biggest
single day show in England. It was a perfect
day for the show, not too hot, and the
main events were a display by the Irish
Guards and a motorcycle team. I enjoyed
the judging of Hereford cattle, sheep and
the flower tent. Most importantly, it was
good to see several residents from Chiltern
Ridges at the show.
I was very sorry to miss the Horticultural
Show and Bank Holiday Monday fete as I
was in Cornwall but hope to make up for
that in the coming weeks. I shall attend the
Parish Council meeting on 27 September,
the Villages Forum and the Community
Board on 27 October.
Bucks Business First delivers one of the
top five performing Growth Hubs in the
country, has helped create thousands of
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new jobs in the County and the businesses
they engage with employ 70% of the
private sector workforce in Bucks. You may
also be interested in the claimant statistics
which were 5540 in March 2020, 15,460
in September 2020 and 8790 in July 2022.
51,961 jobs were posted in the County
between January and July 2022 which is a
31% increase over the same period last year
in Bucks and 53% in England as a whole.
BBF support to local companies includes a
telephone hotline, online business support,
bespoke intellectual property support,
collaboration through networks and
partnerships and mentoring with growth
champions. Not surprisingly Bucks claims to
be the entrepreneurial county of England!
Please let me know if I can raise your
concerns with officers at County Hall.
Cllr Patricia Birchley, Chiltern Ridges
Division, Buckinghamshire Council. Patricia.
Birchley@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
07714 704017
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HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL

At time of writing, the sun has been flicked
off and we’ve switched to business-asusual UK weather. As the rain began to
hose down upon our hosepipe-deprived
gardens, a new school year began. The kids
have only been back for a week, so there
isn’t much to report. So, I shall look back to
the final few days of summer term.

I

n July, parents were invited to a music
concert. This was a proud moment for
me. My daughter played Clair de Lune on
the piano, a piece we’d heard and cajoled
her into practising over the previous weeks.
Many ice lollies went by way of bribery.
But she played beautifully, standing up –
because she likes to do it her way. All the
children played brilliantly on instruments
ranging from violin to guitar and we were
even treated to original compositions. I
can’t wait for the next one - even though
lollies have risen in cost. Year 6 gave a
summer dramatic performance. I don’t have
details of its content, but I do know that
pupils, parents and staff put a lot of effort
into props, staging and learning lines and
that both events serve to demonstrate the
depth of talent at our school.
Meanwhile, Honeypots went to Chiltern
Open Air Museum where they learned
6

about owls and helped build a cosy box for
local birds. They learned that owls eat five
mice a day, before making mice out of clay.
I think the children made clay mice, rather
than the owls making them to replace
the ones they’d eaten. Either way, sounds
fascinating. Here’s my favourite owl facts –
they have three eyelids and can turn their
heads 270 degrees. My daughter often tries
to do the latter, but we haven’t had an
Exorcist moment yet, thank goodness.
On 17 September we held the second
edition of the PSA’s Cycle with Confidence
event. Once again, we encouraged kids and
adults alike to don their bike helmets and
high vis for more high-octane pedalling
around the school grounds, local roads
and trails. There was a fete, with the usual
array of food and drink, bouncy castles
and games, such as the ever-popular hook
a plastic duck – which is actually very
challenging. There was also a trail course
on the grounds and bike checks from barely
qualified local dads.

LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP
The new season of the
Local History group gets
underway in October...
Friday 14 October
(7.30-7.45) Country
clothes: rural workwear of the 19th century
Discover Bucks Museum has an extensive
collection of fabrics and garments from
Buckinghamshire history. Will Phillips is
curator of this archive and, as those who
attended his talk last year know, he is best
placed to display and explain the history of
these artefacts from our recent past.
Friday 4 November (7.30 for 7.45)
Rothschild estate buildings in Bucks and
Herts
Cathy Soughton is a local expert in
Rothschild buildings, estate cottages, lodges
and public buildings built in the 19th

century and, as she is Wendover-based, she
knows our area very well.
Friday 2 December (7.30 for 7.45)
Sickness and health in the Amersham area
Briony Hudson is the newly appointed
Director of Amersham Museum and has a
particular expertise in medical histories. She
will cast a new perspective on health and
disease in this part of Buckinghamshire
The intention this season is to return to
hall-based meetings. The meeting on 14
October will be at Cholesbury Village Hall.
The others will take place at St Leonards
Parish Hall, subject to any change in
circumstances.
Membership for this year has been
reduced to £8 a year to cover the whole
programme of eight talks. Subscriptions can
be most easily paid via BACS transfer. Please
contact Richard Leat, Treasurer, on 01494
758784 or leatrj@yahoo.co.uk for the Local
History Group bank details. Visitors are
always welcome and the entrance fee is £3
at the door.
Chris Brown

Finally, I wanted to pay tribute to Mrs
Anne Jones, who has retired from the
school having worked as bursar for 21
years, supporting three headteachers and
a great many members of staff. And her
association stretches back even further - as
her four children all attended the school.
Anne’s extensive knowledge of the school,
its day to day running and her empathy and
gentle humour will all be greatly missed.
And not a morning passes without someone
saying, ‘oh no, we can’t ask Anne!’
Rob Scott
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very acceptable gifts if you are looking for
affordable presents. To pre-order a fruit
cake please email lindsaygriffin@yahoo.
co.uk. Please don’t leave it to the last
minute! They remain £15 each.

HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY COMMONS
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Calendar photos
Thank you to all who have submitted
photos for the Hilltop Villages Calendar. We
are very grateful for your responses and
now have many more stunning photographs
than the 60 or so that we include in the
calendar each year. However, we are
looking at ways in which we might use
more, possibly on the website or new cards.
Sponsorship and sales of the calendar make
a significant contribution to paying James
for routine maintenance of the Commons
and so your help is very much appreciated.
Once again, we are delighted that Susie
Bell will design it for us. Although it is
eight years since she left Heath End, Susie
says that she still enjoys seeing all our local
photographs and the time and skill that
she devotes to the calendar is in return for
the many hours that she spent walking and
riding the local area when she lived here.
Pre-Christmas fair
Morning coffee and a pre-Christmas sale will
be held at the Cricket Club on Saturday 26
November as we did last year. More details
will be announced beforehand but preordered fruit cakes, cards and calendars will
be available. We will also have some cards
which would be suitable as Christmas cards
on sale and, of course, our other cards make
8

Don’t frighten the horses
On Saturday 3rd September Janet
Hopkinson organised a second training
event for dog walkers and their dogs
when they encounter horses on the rides
and elsewhere. Another group of eleven
dogs and their owners met opposite the
Full Moon for the ‘Don’t Frighten the
Horses’ training session. Judy Bullock and
Kate Ballingall, riding Murphy and Cody
respectively, gave an informative talk before
riding up and down the road several times
to condition the dogs to the sound of metal
shoes on a tarmac road – a noise that can be
alarming to the dogs!
They all ventured down to the bottom
ride where the horses weaved around the
dogs and then moved as a group down
to a wider part of the ride just before
Horseblock Lane. Here the dogs could

all line up on the bank whilst the horses
rode past them at speed. This is invaluable
training for dogs and handlers alike –
reminding dog walkers (and cyclists!)
always to make themselves known by
talking if approaching horses from behind
so that the horses are not suddenly startled.
Also, please don’t hide in the bushes,
crouched down with your dog to get out
of the way as this will probably startle the
horse even more!
Please put your dog on a lead as you see
horses coming and, hopefully, we can all
continue to enjoy the wonderful Commons
in harmony.
Thanks to all of those who came along –
Elaine Wallis for helping and of course our
riders Judy and Kate. The event raised £150
to be donated to HCCPS, who keep the
footpaths and horse rides clear for all to
enjoy. Our thanks to Janet for all her work
in organising the event.
Bucks Invertebrate Group visit
Saturday 3rd September was also a very
busy day for others on the Commons.
Thanks to Fiona Everingham of Bucks and
Milton Keynes Environmental Record Centre
we were privileged to have a visit from
members of Bucks Invertebrate Group who
carried out two surveys on the Commons.
The daytime session was led by Martin
Harvey from the UK Centre for Ecology &
Hydrology and the evening moth session
by Neil Fletcher. Neil has provided us with a
provisional list of 62 invertebrates which he
recorded during the day, but we have yet
to receive the lists from other members of
the group, including the leader. Although
we have many records of other species
found on our Commons, thanks to the many
people who have seen the importance
of observing our local environment and
alerting us to changes that take place, other
than butterflies and moths we have only
very patchy records of other invertebrates
and so these will be a very welcome
addition to our records.

Harmony on the Commons
Hilltop News
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Setting up a moth trap

In the evening session, the visiting moth
experts chose locations mainly along the
bottom ride where they used generators
and sheets to attract the moths as we
used to do. We have not yet had the
results from the visitors’ haul since some
of the identification requires dissection or
examination of the genitalia of the moth to
establish its species.
On both Friday and Saturday evenings,
David, Christine and Peter Bygate also
set their traps in three of the usual places
where there is an available electricity
supply, Hawridge Court Farm, Flint Cottage
and Mermaid Cottage. On the Saturday
alone they trapped over 35 species and have
now recorded a massive 325 macro moths
and 62 micros on our Commons.
At the fete, two eight-year-olds, Edward
Mitchell and Jordan Kirk-Hale, brought a
dead Clifden Nonpareil to show us. Sadly,
it is the only one of the species to have
been found on the Commons this year, but
the three we found last year caused great
excitement and it is good to know that this
one was around.
It would be useful to learn more of
the behaviours of insects around us. Over
the summer, I have had a small species of
wasp nesting in my house wall and I was
astonished to see what I thought were
9

hornets entering the same nest. Lizzie Every
was able to clarify that the ‘hornets’ were
in fact hornet mimic hoverflies which coexist with the wasps. Apparently, they clean
up the nest whilst they gain protection
from the wasps. How is that for a win-win
situation?
Isobel’s present
Isobel had especially wanted something
crafted from a piece of wood from the
Common as a leaving present after her
hard work over 20 years. Happily, Christine
was able to find a suitable piece of Cherry
which we commissioned Richard Charles to
turn into a stunning bowl and salad servers.
Richard also documented the process of
making the bowl and this is being posted on
the website.
Ash tree inspection visit from John Morris
This took place in late August and mainly
covered trees which may pose a risk because
of their proximity to the roads or paths.
John has marked ones which need felling
in the next 18 months with pink paint.
It is hoped that Pete Leybourne and his
team will be back to start felling work in
early October. The veteran ashes opposite
Bowmore Farm have been given a reprieve
for now since they have not yet declined
from dieback and because they provide
valuable habitat. Leaving brambles beneath
10

Isobel and Lindsay

them will prevent people from getting too
close for fear of falling branches and we
may change the routes of some footpaths
near these and other veterans as a further
safety precaution.
Happy memories of Cholesbury Common
for a 90-year-old
Rebecca Walton was contacted by the
son of Joan (Purkiss?) the granddaughter
of Thomas Robinson who was the miller
at the windmill before the war. Thomas
rented the Old Manor House and is buried
in Cholesbury Churchyard. Joan spent the
summers here with her grandfather as a
child and expressly asked to visit on her
90th birthday with twelve or more of her
extended family. They were able to walk
around the house and to visit the windmill
as she had done as a child.
Once again we are most grateful to
all of the experts in their fields who are
continuing to add to our knowledge of the
many species that thrive on the Commons
from the tiniest mites to our magnificent
trees. It also gives us great pleasure to
know that the Commons give constant joy
and happy memories to people of all ages.
Lindsay Griffin
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CHOLESBURY CUM ST LEONARDS HORT SOC

My report comes after a very busy
weekend putting on the Annual Show at
the School. Inevitably after such a long
period of drought there were fewer entries
this year. However, we had a good display
of fruit, flowers and vegetables, even
though smaller in size because of the lack
of rain.

T

here was an interesting selection of
photographs for people to admire.
Also, the craft displays of both our
local stitchers and the children’s entries
were excellent - we have some great talent
in the Village. The judges of the domestic
classes enjoyed tasting the cakes but also
a new class for fruit liqueurs this year. Our
local cooks entered a mouth-watering
collection of culinary delights.
Heather and Erin gave wonderful
displays of pottery, painting and silver
12

jewellery. The visitors enjoyed homemade
teas and our thanks to Ellie and her tea
team. Also thanks to Sue for again running
a successful raffle which helps to raise funds
for running the Show.
The Committee would also like to thank
our loyal helpers who collect tables, etc
from various halls and swiftly transform
the School hall. Then, at the end of the
Show, just as swiftly take them down again.
Special thanks to Martin for being ‘The
Man with the Van’. If you have time and
muscle and would like to join the team next
year, please let us know - some of us ain’t
getting any younger!
Over the next couple of months the
garden needs to be tidied up before
winter sets in. October is not too late to
plant out new hardy perennials to get
them established. Gather leaves and add
to the compost heap, then clean out the
greenhouse and repair tools ready for
next Spring. Wash plastic flowerpots and
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clean any pottery containers and store over
winter in a shed or garage. It is still not too
late to plant some bulbs, especially tulips.
Prepared hyacinths can be potted up now
and kept in a cool dark place and make
good Christmas presents. Only bring into
the light when the flower buds begin to
show.
Here are my tips to reuse plastic
containers (these can be found in the
September issue of ‘The Garden’ RHS
magazine). In the past few years I have
used the large plastic tubs that come
from garden centres to grow tomatoes
or tender herbs such as basil and rocket
in the greenhouse. You just need to drill
some holes in the bottom of the containers.
Mine have lasted several years now. Other
plastic containers I have used are the large
containers that come from frozen food
companies such as ‘Cook’. Their large ones
are excellent to hold pots of cuttings etc
over winter.
The clear plastic fruit containers from
the supermarkets are excellent to fill a
mix of potting compost and vermiculite
to propagate cuttings of hardy salvia,
penstemons and herbs. Tie another empty
container over the top to make a mini
greenhouse. If kept in a frost-free place
these should root in 6-7 weeks, when they
can be transferred to 4” pots. Come on help save the planet!
I visited Batchelors Nursery recently and
it really is closing down soon. They still have
some roses, perennials and small shrubs
for sale and also some composts. I think
the Villages will really miss this family-run
Nursery near Wigginton.
On recommendations from friends I
went to find Shantocks Nursery which is
in Shantock Lane between Ley Hill and
Bovingdon. I was very impressed with the
well cared for stock of plants. They were
selling small cyclamen, perennials and had a
good stock of bulbs. Well worth a visit.

19 November at St.Leonards Parish Hall
with a light supper and a fun quiz. Sadly,
the Show this year had the lowest entries
ever. This will be discussed at the AGM as it
can’t all be due to the weather. The Show
was first held in 1937. We would like to
keep it running as a traditional event in the
Hilltop Villages but need more support to
make this event viable.
Liz Firth

The Society will be holding its AGM on
Hilltop News
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Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions
01442 890184
07909 542149
annmalvern@sky.com
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Cafe – Bicycle Maintenance and Repairs
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HAWRIDGE &
CHOLESBURY
CRICKET CLUB

I sit writing this as the editor’s deadline
looms on a Sunday afternoon at Chenies
and Latimer with a Sunday friendly being
played with Saturday, Sunday and Colts
players all involved. (Author privilege - my
youngest just got a wicket with his first
ball). By the time you read this the season
will have come to an end and the Club
should be proud of another great season of
cricket with players aged from 5-75.

16

I

t has been rare to see the ground not
being used at a weekend as well as
regularly during the week for Colts
matches, as well as some Bucks over 50
and 60 games. It is testament to the
groundsmen, especially Richard Vasey and
George Kerr, that the pitch has continued
to look so good and been playable
throughout the season.
Having been promoted last season
the Saturday team has faced the dual
challenge of a move up a league and, at
the start of the season, challenges with
player availability. The end of season run
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of two wins was not quite enough and,
subsequently, we are moving back down a
league for next season - but will be back!
The Sunday team has a record of won
10 (I am sure we will win today) and lost
5. It has been great to see so many Colts
coming into the senior teams and being
able to contribute so well. (Good catch
Harry Brownsell!) A highlight of the Sunday
fixtures is an annual match against the
Royal Household playing on a pitch in the
grounds of Windsor Castle. The result was
a tie but is always irrelevant to the team
compared to the tea provided!
Moving to the younger players, we
had a great turnout for both the All Stars
and the Dynamos on a Saturday morning.
Huge thanks must go to Alexis Shead and
Alex Neal for their time. The Dynamos also
participated in their first couple of matches
and, with support, played in tournaments
at Winchmore Hill and Wooburn
Narkovians. Throughout the season we
recruited a couple more players but, with
more availability, we could have played
more matches.
The Under 13s didn’t have the same
availability issues but did have to call on
Under 11s and 12s occasionally. Their
league performance was strong, finishing
second in the league and, having had
to concede one early in the season as
availability competed with the end of the
winter sports, they could have finished top.
They also played in the Bucks U13 Cup and
should be proud of themselves reaching the
semi-final, having knocked out Amersham
and Beaconsfield on the way. The best
thing about the semi-final was the number
of seniors who came to support the players
on the night.
The Under 15s, again supported by the
more confident U13s and 14s, also had a
great season finishing 4th in their league
and represented the Club well against a
touring side from Essex.
Moving away from the scheduled
matches, other friendlies continued when
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the pitch was available. The most recent
was a match between The Full Moon and
the The Blue Ball, which helped empty the
bar as the season ended. A target of 143
was set for The Full Moon to chase and they
met it with a full two balls to spare!
All in all it has been another good
season for the Club who are already,
through the committee, coaches, players
and members, looking forward to next
season.
Any comments or views on our cricket
season please feel free to email me at:
colts@hawridgecricket.co.uk
James Morris, Colts Manager

I

am pleased to confirm that after a
considerable amount of hard work
from our Club Safeguarding Officer, Jo
Considine, Hawridge & Cholesbury CC has
received its ECB Clubmark accreditation.
This is a major milestone for the club
as the ECB Clubmark is an accreditation
scheme for cricket clubs which shows that
a club is sustainable, well run and provides
the right environment for its members.
Clubmark accreditation also means our
club is recognised as a safe, rewarding and
fulfilling place for participants of all ages,
as well as assuring parents and carers that
they are choosing the right option for their
young people.
The colts section, superbly managed
by our Colts Manager James Morris,
is the lifeblood of the club, no better
evidenced by the number of colts that have
progressed over the years into the Senior
teams on a Saturday and Sunday and this
accreditation will enable us to access the
relevant support to further enhance our
sustainability and improve the provision of
cricket at Hawridge & Cholesbury CC for
future generations.
Ian Hames (Interim) Chairman
Hawridge & Cholesbury CC
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NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH
Do you know how to
contact your bank if
you suspect there is
something not quite
right?

I

t is almost a year since most of the main
banks introduced a single phone number
– 159 – for direct contact with your bank
if you experience scams that could affect
your bank account.
However, this number still doesn’t seem
to be widely recognised so, if you think
someone is trying to trick you into handing
over money or personal details…
…Stop, hang up and call 159 to speak
directly to your bank.
Last year, criminal gangs stole over
£470m by pretending to be your bank
or other service provider. 159 is the
memorable, secure number that connects
you directly to your bank if you think you’re
being scammed.
159 works in the same way as 101 for the
police or 111 for the NHS. It’s the number
you can trust to get you through to your
bank, every time.
159 will never call you. Only a fraudster
will object to you calling 159 to check.
When should I call 159?
Call 159 if:
• Someone contacts you saying they’re
from your bank – even if they are not
suspicious
• You receive a call asking you to transfer
money or make a payment – even if it
seems genuine
• You receive a call about a financial
matter and it seems suspicious
Remember, 159 will never call you. But you
can rely on 159 to get you through to your
bank.
18

The days are getting shorter and
evenings drawing in but just a reminder
to remain vigilant. There will always be
‘chancers’ so remember to lock your doors
when you go out and, if you are away,
set up timer lights in various rooms. Don’t
publicise your trip away but just let a
couple of reliable friends/neighbours know
of your absence and ask them to take in
parcels/post/bins. Post photos of trip on
social media once you are home.
Stay safe…
Erin Thwaites (758079)

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST
LEONARDS W.I.

O

ctober sees our Annual Meeting,
when we reflect on the past year
and look forward to the next. We
have been able to hold our meetings in the
hall for all of 2022 and have enjoyed being
face-to-face again and with an eclectic
variety of speakers.
We are in good shape (financially!)
for the coming year and look forward to
Christmas entertainment, an evening with
an award-winning wildlife photographer
and others - watch this space.
In November, Mike Payne is coming
to give a talk on ‘Locations of Downton
Abbey’, so any fans of the TV series or films
are welcome to come along and learn more
about the filming.
Also in November on Saturday 12th, we
are holding another of our popular Quiz
and Supper evenings. To reserve a table,
contact our President, Carol Henry, on
michaelcarolhenry@yahoo.co.uk
Monthly meetings are held on the third
Monday at 7.30pm at St Leonards Parish
Hall.
Hilary Sheppard
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Hilltop Ping Pong

The Hilltop Table Tennis Club met for
the first time in March 2020. This was made
possible by the generous loan of a table
by one of our villagers and yet another
villager very kindly helped to transport it
to St Leonards Parish Hall. We borrow a
second table from the Competitive Club
which meets in the hall on a weekday
evening. They were very helpful and
encouraging and even lent us a net and
gave us some balls to get us started.
We were delighted to see a good
turnout of enthusiastic locals for the
first two sessions. Then Covid struck and
we were locked out of the hall for the
duration. If our benefactor had wanted
their table back I would have cried, but
fortunately they were happy for us to hold
on to it.
20

We started up again more than a year
later and, since then, have attracted a
regular number of villagers who are really
enjoying our Tuesday afternoon sessions
at the hall. We usually play doubles and
change partners after every game. There is
also an opportunity to play an occasional
game of singles if numbers allow. It is great
fun, good exercise and a great way of
meeting others who live locally.
We meet at St Leonards Parish Hall
on Tuesdays from 2.30-4.30 pm and have
a break for refreshments during the
afternoon. The standard of play is varied
which makes it open to anyone and,
now that we are well established, we are
looking for a few new members. If you are
interested in joining us please get in touch
for more information.
Diana Mills
01296 624 993, dimills24@gmail.co.uk
Hilltop News
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Bank Holiday welcome

August Holiday Monday followed a hot
summer and drought, while soon we will
face a worrying economic situation. How
would these factors affect the Fete?

T

he hot summer was bad news for
many plants and local lawns were
brown, but Brigid Farmer sold healthy
penstemons and rudbeckias. A decision had
to be made for the barbeque, which is a fire
risk with dry grass on the Common, and it
was decided to cancel - making it a casualty
of the drought.
There were no other cancellations and
we welcomed four new stalls. Two were
children’s games and we thank Claire
Gillespie, who brought craft activities and
cardboard structures for children to paint.
Claire Matthews’ stall provided biscuits for
children to decorate and we could admire
22

their concentration. They also took on the
traditional splat-the-rat, ducks and lucky
dip. Phil Harrison, ably assisted by son
Matthew, ran the bowling and Sarah and
Mark Pipe placed sweets on top of the
coconuts when children threw. Children
also saw the Wendy House for sale on brica-brac and used it for play.
Another new stall featured ‘corn hole’ a
game popular in America. Christian Cheeld
made two wooden platforms each with a
hole and Pam Cheeld made bags of corn
that players had to throw into the hole.
The fourth new stall was from Rachael
Matthews, who brought her delicious local
honey for sale. The drinks stall replaced
the traditional beer and offered prosecco
alongside the Pimms. Anne Byrne’s pick-abottle operated from a gazebo cheerfully
decorated with Union flags and sold out
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early as did Carole Bird’s tombola. Rebecca
Walton had been so successful in appealing
for bottles before the Fete that her bottle
tombola lasted the whole afternoon!
Those going into the Village Hall for
tea had to pass the cake stall that kept
Elizabeth Tomlin busy. Next, they were
tempted by Angela Lincoln’s Ices to the
right or Stewart Pearce’s drinks to the left.
When inside the Hall they found Rosie
Pearce providing tea and guests once again
enjoyed the variety of cakes that have
established Cholesbury’s reputation.
The Ellesborough Band returned
after three years and brought 27 smartly
presented bandsmen whose performance
was appreciated by a big crowd of
spectators. I’m sure they wanted the band
to stay even longer. Tunes were varied and
included ‘Strike up the band’ and ‘I will
follow him’. Graham Swallow is our link to
veteran car owners who support the Fete.
This year they supplied sixteen cars, mainly
Jaguars, and including a splendid 1935 Alvis
and a beautiful Rolls. There was a surprise,
fleeting appearance in the sky when a
Lancaster Bomber flew low, presumably
from an air display elsewhere. We can’t
claim credit for that!
There were many other stalls and
activities and I am grateful to all stall
holders. Our thanks go to local businesses
who generously contributed valuable
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prizes to Maggie Carruthers’ Grand Draw.
There was great help in moving tables
from St Leonards, erecting tents from
Sunday evening and packing away Monday
evening. My thanks go particularly to
Charles Cox and George Humphreys for
much hard lifting. The result of this activity,
fun and pleasure for people of all ages
was £5,800, which will be shared between
Cholesbury and Hawridge churches.
John Farmer
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From Revd. Chris Haywood…
Following so closely on from the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, it was
with great sadness that we learned of the death of the Queen so
soon afterwards. The churches’ first response was to initiate bell
ringing vigil. We were grateful for the assistance from those of you
that joined us and for the solidarity in marking this monumental
occasion in our nation’s history.

O

n the first Sunday after the
death of our Sovereign we
gathered for our Church services,
which of course reflected the mood
accordingly, incorporating commemorative
elements as we grieved the loss of our
Queen and marked the accession of our
King. There was an opportunity to sign a
book of condolence and light a candle. Our
prayer was…
God of love,
We thank you for the life of The Queen,
for her service to our nation,
and for her faith in you.
Be close to all of us who mourn,
And speak to us through your word
that we may we find comfort and hope in
your love, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The following Sunday, on the eve of
the Queen’s funeral, we gathered to hold
a specific service of commemoration.
Our theme was The Queen’s duty and
sacrifice, which was modelled on her faith
in Jesus and his obedience to His father’s
will. These were moving and meaningful
24
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occasions which the church was privileged
to hold as a service and opportunity for our
community.
Sunday 30 October is a 5th Sunday in the
month so we gather for a United Benefices
service at Hawridge where the Associate
Archdeacon Chris Bull will speak for us. We
also have a guest speaker on Sunday 23
October, when Michelle Fotherby, a trainee
vicar (Ordinand) will speak for us. She
spoke excellently when she last joined us
for worship, so please do come and support
her and hear what she has to share with us
again. 30 October is also the day when we
mark All Souls Day and remember those we
have lost, in the last year especially. Do join
us for an evensong style service at 6pm.
Looking ahead to November, we will
commemorate Remembrance Sunday on
13 November with a service at 10am at
Cholesbury Church, which will incorporate
an act of remembrance into our Sunday
worship. I will be conducting this united
Hilltops service this year, which is an
occasion at which I am privileged to
officiate. Do join us to mark Remembrance,
again with added significance given the
outbreak of war in the Ukraine.
With prayers and best wishes…
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Contact may be made with St Mary’s, as
ever, via the Hon Secretary of the PCC, Tim
Watts (758040 or timwatts178@btinternet.
com).

CHURCH MATTERS
CHOLESBURY

T

he services
diary at
Cholesbury
has settled and we
offer worship in
two Communion
celebrations each
month. On the second Sunday at 9.30 am
we use the Book of Common Prayer and
on the fourth Sunday we share the modern
language Common Worship version at 9.00
am. In August we remembered our Patron
Saint, St Laurence, during communion and
after the service we served tea and biscuits.
Our energies over the summer were
directed towards the Churches’ Fete on
Holiday Monday. Many have told me how
much they enjoyed the Fete. A full report
appears elsewhere in this edition.
The death of Queen Elizabeth brought
many emotions from shock to grief but
also reflection on the wonderful life of
our Queen, who was supreme Governor
of the Church of England. Chris urgently
summoned churchwardens and outlined
Oxford’s plans for commemoration in all
our churches. Each church is required to
provide a place to express feelings and a
place for prayer. On Friday 9 September the
church was open by 9am and a candle was
lit with tea candles available for individuals
to light. Oxford stipulated a suitable picture
of the Queen to be displayed and a vase
of flowers was presented. The altar cloth
was changed to purple in respect and the
church was supervised.
Oxford’s plans coincided with the
nationwide bell ringing and our single bell
was rung for a full hour. Several visitors
had gathered by midday and twelve
volunteers tolled the bell, starting with
John Farmer at 12 noon and Andrew
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Carruthers closed the event an hour later.
Altogether about twenty visitors joined us,
many lit a personal candle and there was
an exchange of reflections on the Queen’s
great contribution to all.
The annual ‘Ride and Stride’ event took
place on Saturday 10 September and we
thank Steve Davey for his organisation of
this fundraising event for Bucks Historic
Churches – and that includes us.
As autumn draws in, we look forward to
Harvest thanksgiving that will be held at
Hawridge this year on 16 October at 10 am.

ST LEONARDS

N

HAWRIDGE

T

he first official
sign of mourning
in Hawridge for
Elizabeth II was the
tolling of the bell at
St Mary’s for one hour
on 9th Sept, the day following Her Late
Majesty’s death, and our Churchwarden,
Elizabeth, was joined in the task by Janet
Hopkinson, Charlie Patteson and Georgina,
Chris and Rosie Batterham and Rachael
Matthews. A book of Condolence was also
opened in the Church and a Service of
Commemoration was held in the benefice.
The bell was also rung by Elizabeth the
following day to mark the Accession and
villagers in Hawridge, who met on the
Common for the Jubilee, met again that
evening both to remember with thanks the
life and service of Queen Elizabeth II and to
acclaim King Charles III.
Little over a week previously, on a
busy Bank Holiday Monday, there was a
wholly different mood at the joint fete
for Hawridge and Cholesbury Churches
and St Mary’s. The fete is a very important
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event in the year for the always stretched
finances of St Mary’s and it is pleasing that
so many villagers and others attended. The
very grateful thanks of our Church to all
who gave their support, with special thanks
given to so many who made the event
happen. The financial outcome provided
good news for the Churches and, with some
of the financial worries that are of concern
to us all, very generous of all attending.
Our Churches will be affected by rising
prices like us all.
A Harvest Festival service will be held
at St Mary’s on 16 October at 10am and a
Harvest supper or lunch, open to all, is in
the early stage of being planned. Details
will be advertised in good time beforehand.
The Associate Archdeacon will be
speaking at the United Benefices service
at Cholesbury on 30 October. Additionally,
and later that day, Hawridge Church will
hold its usual Service of Commemoration
for All Souls at 6pm (All Souls Day itself
falls on 2nd November). The united Hilltops
Service of Remembrance will be held this
year at Cholesbury.
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ow is a period
of new starts
and of giving
thanks for the
Summer. This feeling
is accentuated this year with the sad
death of Queen Elizabeth II. We would like
to record here our sympathies to the Royal
Family but also our Thanks to the Queen
for her many years of selfless duty and
service to the country. Her Majesty was of
course the Head of the Church of England,
a duty she took very seriously and she also
had a deep personal faith.
St Leonards was opened the night of the
death for prayer and reflection and quickly
became a place for people to gather to
remember her. This was especially the case
the next day when a dozen people rang
the bell in memory for one hour. Thanks
to everyone who helped that day. The bell
was also rung the day after to proclaim the
Accession of King Charles III. Many villagers
signed the Book of Condolence which
will be combined with the books held at
the other Churches. We will report on the
Service of Commemoration at a later time.
We also remember the sad losses of
Michael Henry and Michael Jepson. Both
were village stalwarts who will be much
missed by all. Our thoughts are with their
families.
We look forward now to Harvest and are
pleased to say that the Harvest Festival will
be on 16 October.
We kick things off with a new event, the
first Hilltops Scarecrow Competition with
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Horror at Dundridge!

prizes for best Scarecrow, best made by an
under 11 and the most topical scarecrow. It
is £5 per entry with all funds to be shared
between the three Hilltop Churches. Many
other villages have these competitions and
hopefully it will cheer us all up as Winter
draws in.

For far too long, many classical music
organisations have been providing the

We will meet for a family friendly, all
ages service at 5pm on Sunday evening. This
will be led by members of the community
and, like our popular Breakfast Service, it
will have a very relaxed feel.

same type of concerts in the same type of

The Service will be followed by the
Village Harvest Supper at 6.30pm in
the Parish Hall. This is great fun, raising
valuable funds for both the Church upkeep
and the local food banks - so important this
year with the cost-of-living crisis. Please do
join us and help this very worthy cause.
For more details about the
Scarecrows, Harvest Supper or any other
Church matter please just contact me
on stleonardschurchwarden@gmail.com or
07962 2311110

felt this format to be slightly stagnant
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venues at the same time each month. For
many people, this routine fits perfectly
well into their cultural lifestyle. However,
as musicians ourselves, we have always
and perhaps a contributor to why classical
music might be losing its audience.

T

he main artistic goal for Echor is to
try to break away from the mould by
avoiding predictability and always
keeping our audience on their toes. We
love to bring them to venues they might
not have been to before and introduce
them to music they might be unfamiliar
with. Our hope is that our audience will
grow to trust us when it comes to bringing
outstanding live performances locally.
Our next project is possibly one of our
most ambitious and risk-taking ventures
yet. On 22 October, in the lead-up to
Halloween, we will be hosting a very
special screening of Nosferatu, one of
the most iconic silent horror movies ever
made. To mark the 100th anniversary of
the film’s release, our Echor musicians will
accompany the film with the premiere
of a brand new live orchestral score. This
special performance requires an equally
special venue and we are absolutely
thrilled to invite you to attend this event
in the stunningly atmospheric setting of
Dundridge Manor.
The live music will bring the film to
life in a way that has never been done
before. Cleverly orchestrated for strings,
woodwind, French horn and percussion, this
Hilltop News
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musical score brings another layer of horror
to the movie, enhancing the experience in
every way - and you will be the first to hear
it!
If you haven’t already, please do sign
up to our mailing list where you will
receive brief email updates of our plans
throughout the year. This, and general
ticket booking for all of our events can
be done through our website, www.
echormusic.com or you can always get in
touch with us directly by e-mail at echor@
echormusic.com
We look forward to another exciting
season of music and hope to see some of
you daredevils along the way!
Eva Thorarinsdottir
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were on the edge of a new Ice Age.

HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

Reflections of autumns past
In this issue, we are looking back to some of Chris Brown’s
seasonal observations from previous Nature Notes.

The weather this summer into autumn has
been a major concern, with many weeks
of hot, dry conditions, followed by storms.
This is how Chris summed up the weather
in the October/November2008 issue of
Hilltop News…
Here in this part of the Chilterns in the last
week of August and first two of September,
we had over three inches of rain. A squint
at the Met Office website to remind me
what had been predicted back in July
about the late-summer weather brought
amusement when I alighted on the words
“…..rainfall totals will be near or above the
long-term average”. Well, whatever that
means, does that level of precision provide
confidence for the autumn forecast?
Whatever the outcome, the reality is that
this pattern of relatively cool, wet summers
and warmer, dry winters might come to be
the norm rather than the exception. We
are also told that during high-summer and
early autumn we can expect more extreme
weather events, sudden and heavy summer
downpours or a blistering heat wave or
both. At least we can take comfort from
being at 650ft plus, away from flooding
rivers and with bedrock of porous chalk for
insurance too.
To be fair, our weather has always been
impossible to forecast. If it were otherwise,
we would not talk about it whenever we
politely exchange a greeting and I would
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not be rambling on about it here! No
surprise then that the media has developed
a near obsessive focus on global warming
as the simplistic cause of all unusual
meteorological happenings. This ignores
that the British Isles’ unique maritime
position adjacent to the continent of
Europe has always given opportunities for
extreme or unpredictable weather. In other
words, for us the unusual is the usual.
It has always been the case though
that even on a busy news day there is
almost always a story about environmental
disasters or impending climatic perils.
But while these threats appear to be of
increasing frequency, the terminology
is not new, becoming a part of common
usage back in the 1970s when the fear was
not that the planet would over-heat but
precisely the opposite, the fear that we

In the October/November 2012 issue, Chris
allowed himself some autumnal poetic
licence…
Each season has its own unique
characteristics and feel. Autumn, though,
seems to have provided poets and bards
with more inspiration than the others.
Shakespeare provides a sense of power
being gradually unleashed in one of his
Sonnets (No73):
That time of year thou may’st in me behold,
When yellow leaves, or none,
or few, do hang
Upon those boughs which shake against
the cold,Bare ruin’d choirs, where late the
sweet birds sang.
Liking a roofless church, perhaps one
with those gothic arches, to the boughs
of large trees is evocative of the Chilterns.
It is not uncommon to hear a rookery full
of raucous birds standing firm against the
elements.
Meanwhile John Keats recognised in his
eponymous poem ‘To Autumn’ that the
season is the time for fulfilment of nature’s
annual labours, culminating in a bountiful
harvest of fruits and nuts:

all year-round and are unlike their much
larger relatives inhabiting the Highlands,
islands and parks which can muster large
harems, our local deer do not have a
rutting season. Instead, they need to
scent-mark sufficient habitat to provide
adequate food supply and protection. Once
established or re-established, the male
emits those all too familiar barks in the
night to warn other males to keep away
and to draw one or more females into their
locality. If a challenger emerges the male
muntjac, having only short antlers, will
use its downward pointing canine teeth to
attempt to rebuff the challenger.
An equally frequent and persistent
bark in the night-time is proffered by the
dog fox, which has an even tougher job
protecting its domain. Badgers can also
assert their authority by barking out short,
sharp admonishments. Even grey squirrels
express themselves with aggressive bursts
of corpuscular barking.
And a final word from Keats…
Hedge-crickets sing;
and now with treble soft
The red-breast whistles
from a garden-croft;
And gathering swallows
twitter in the skies.

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatcheves run.
Chris also notes, in the October/November
2013 issue, that autumn signals a change in
behaviour for many animals…
With a horde of new adolescents kicking
around the patch since the previous year,
adults both old and new must re-establish
their territories. Because muntjac breed
Hilltop News
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When I was a boy

Absalom Turner (left) in the garden
of Providence Cottage

Dell holes on the Common

Cherry Trees along the lane

At risk of boring those who remember
my earlier series of ‘When I was a boy’,
beginning not far off twenty years ago,
I’ve been persuaded to revisit them for the
benefit of newcomers.

D

rought this Summer brought back
memories of Buckland Common
and the difficulties caused by the
frequent droughts in the 1940s and 1950s.
The long dry periods in those decades are
well documented. Not always accompanied
by the temperatures we have experienced
this year but nevertheless causing serious
difficulties.
I was born in the 1930s in Cherry Tree
Lane. The cherry trees lining the lane had
been planted by the Butcher family, who
owned most of the cottages.
My parents (Arthur) John and Elsie Horn
(nee Hardinge) moved twice in Cherry Tree
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lane. I was born in No 1 (the four white
cottages, now just two) and we moved
later to No 4 where my brother Richard
was born. When I returned from National
Service in 1957 they were living in Renrut
Cottage!
Renrut and Molasba Cottages’ unusual
names are quite simply ‘back to front’
spelling of their builder Absalom Turner!
In the three houses at the other end of the
Lane lived the families Flitney, Penn, and
Adams. Bernard Adams was a renowned
painter and member of the Royal Academy.
His house had a beautiful rural scene
sketched into the render. Bernard Adams
didn’t appreciate youngsters playing up
and down the lane, no doubt making lots
of noise. He would give us chocolate, then
sternly tell us to play elsewhere! Those
three houses were eventually demolished.
The Common, covered in dell holes
from past diggings, was ideal for playing
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Dad on his allotment

Cowboys and Indians! In Spring and
Summer it was covered with an abundance
of wild flowers seeding from year to year.
The dells were filled in after WW2, however
some flowers are still in evidence today.
The necessities of life could never
be taken for granted before water and
electricity arrived in the Hilltops. Water was
particularly very precious and supplied by
ponds and wells, fed by rain.
During the dry Summers, most wells and
ponds dried up or produced poor quality
water. When this happened in the lane, a
heavy 30-gallon water carrier on wheels
was pushed up Little Twye Lane to Butcher’s
Orchard Apple Store (now Russet Barn). No
one lived in the store and use of the well
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was permitted. It had a pump and always
seemed to have plenty of water. It took all
the men’s strength to deal with the carrier.
I loved being part of the exercise although I
was probably in the way!
Water needed boiling before use but
I’m sure I took the odd un-boiled drink and
was none the worse for it! My immune
system wouldn’t work so well today! We
didn’t have a pump, therefore water was
drawn up by a pail. It wasn’t unusual for a
frog and a few worms to appear in it – we
children thought it great fun to catch and
play with these creatures! Clean clothes
and baths everyday were of no concern
to young lads - were they ever? Goodness
knows how our mothers managed the
laundry, cooking on very basic ranges and
generally looking after us. No bathrooms
or showers and the ‘privy’ in a shed in the
back yard!
I believe the ‘privy’ was emptied into
a deep hole near the vegetable patch
‘to mature’ – my father’s prize-winning
vegetables were well known and grown in
his allotment next to Renrut Cottage.
Thanks for reading my senior musings there are plenty more …
John Horn
35

Autumn pub news

served every day except when the pub is
closed on Monday.
Fireworks and a barbeque will mark the
fifth of November.

When this report was drafted in the

Trading at the Black Horse Inn has been
restricted to Thursday through Sunday. It is
best to follow them on Facebook for listings
of current opening and events.

second week of September, the hospitality
industry was in utter despair about the
future due to the prospect of unsustainable
cost increases across the board. As a result
of government, ministers and an extended
period of national mourning, nobody
knows when there will be cost stability
again, so viable planning for the future is
on indefinite hold.

O
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Bill Ingram

The kitchen at The Old Swan remains
closed indefinitely. They are currently
closed entirely on Tuesday but are open for
drinks on other weekday evenings and all
day on Saturday and Sunday.

of the concurrence of a wholesale change

n its second day in office,
the revamped government
acknowledged that these economic
challenges are now present and not
likely to go away soon. They pledged to
make unprecedented but unspecified
interventions in the energy markets to
ameliorate the impact of that portion of
the cost structure. The British Beer and Pub
Association’s CEO, Emma McClarkin, issued
an immediate response that said in effect
that these are fine words of understanding
and even of intent. However, she went on
to say “…we need clarity and assurance for
the long-term so our brewers and pubs can

which are Tring, Rebellion and now Brill,
to replace Otter. Looking forward to
December, there will be a Mediterranean
Christmas menu.

plan effectively and thrive at the heart of
their communities long into the future.”
Turning to the local pub scene, planning
has become limited to day-to-day.
Therefore, we have had little input from
them for this report. The only hopeful
note is that, since they use LPG rather than
mains gas, their cost for the coming twelve
months may be held to a rise on the order
of 33%.

The paella afternoon, with music by the
Two Tones at the White Lion was a roaring
success on the recent Bank Holiday Monday.
Now, the only special event that is planned
will be a low-key Halloween evening. A
fresh autumn seasonal menu, wine list and
cocktail offerings are in effect now. For the
future, the White Lion is keeping its focus
on real ale from three nearby breweries

The Full Moon is more optimistic than
many pubs in its planning for future events.
However, it is always best to follow on
their social media postings about events.
A live jazz, swing and blues band will play
on selected Sunday lunch times. Rock Bone
will be playing live on 30 September at
7:30pm. Vintage skittles will return the next
evening. There will be film nights showing
American Werewolf in London on 8
October and Mamma Mia on 19 November.
Quiz nights are still the last Wednesday of
each month.
The new autumn menu will now be
available and Friday Fish continues with
the weekly catch featured on Facebook.
Takeaway fish and chips are available every
evening except Sunday, and breakfast is
Hilltop News
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Michael
Henry
1945 – 2022
Michael was born
in Harrow in 1945
then moved with his
parents and brother
Chris to Chalfont St
Giles in 1953.

M

ichael enjoyed belonging to the
Boy Scouts and showed early signs
of a fascination in cars, teaching
himself to drive around a field and on quiet
lanes! It was therefore a great surprise to
all when he obtained an apprenticeship in
Ladies Hairdressing, leaving school as soon
as he possibly could! He worked in London
and Beaconsfield, where he met Carol, and
they married in 1968. He opened his own
Salon in Chalfont St Giles in 1972 which he
ran until 2014, when he sold the business
on retirement.
He was well known and respected in the
village, approachable and liked by everyone
from the local store owners to the Bond
Film Stunt ladies and many other loyal
customers over the years. Carol and Michael
moved to Bottom Road, Buckland Common
in 1985 with their three sons Stuart, Robert
and Mark. They all enjoyed belonging to
the local community – there was always
something going on!
Michael had many interests, an avid
collector of Lilliput Lane Houses, scale
model cars and a determination to help the
boys with their hobbies. Bicycles, ponies,
cars or football; he was always prepared to
help them achieve their goals. He became a
keen social member of the Pony Club, even
had a go at riding, although never really
getting to grips with the numbness of a
sitting trot!
After ponies the boys moved on to
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cars, probably relief for Michael as cars
were his great passion. He sat with the
boys watching F1 on TV, probably fuelling
Stuart and Mark’s desire to race. Prestwood
Banger Racing came first then Grass Track,
with Mike happily transporting them
around the country.
Another car venture - this time Michael
began from scratch, building a Jago
Jeep kit car for Robert - the Jeep is still
around today. Someone had to deal with
the boring everyday matters - Carol of
course - no doubt smiling and coping with
oily washing, hungry mouths and wasted
attempts to keep some sort of order!
Michael and Carol loved travelling - from
the days when he drove her to Greece
in a Mini Countryman, taking the family
to Southern France towing a caravan
and other trips throughout Europe, then
introducing them to the joys of British
Canals. Later, he and Carol travelled further
afield: New Zealand, Canada, China and
America to name a few places. After
purchasing a classic XJ Jaguar, Michael
joined the Jaguar Owners Club and enjoyed
the company and social events, especially
the annual Classic Car Racing at Silverstone
with brother Chris.
Carol and Michael’s first grandchild Abby
arrived in 2000, followed by Thomas, Jack,
Max and Harry: finding great enjoyment
with them on family events and holidays.
One year after he retired in 2015,
Michael was diagnosed with Prostate
Cancer. During the seven years of his illness,
he and Carol managed to squeeze in more
adventurous holidays alone and with
the families. He fought his battle bravely
and quietly, always enjoying a chat and
never complaining. The large number of
mourners at his funeral told the story of
a well-loved man who in his gentle way
touched many people’s lives. Michael never
gave up - a humbling example to us all.
Our thoughts are with Carol, the boys
and all the family as they reflect on their
treasured memories.
Hilltop News
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CURVACEOUS COOK
V

V V

Salmon and Prawn Lasagne

100 Club
winners

Sitting in my mostly dead garden in 27 degrees it is quite hard to imagine wanting warming food. But I
think this recipe crosses the summer to autumn border quite nicely and is good for a party.
You can use whatever fish you like, but this is the mix that I like.
2 tbs olive oil (I use 1 tbs) warmed in a pan. Add
1 finely chopped onion (you can even grate it if you like)
2 crushed or minced cloves of garlic (I grate mine on a microplane)
2 finely sliced leeks
Cook for about 10 minutes till soft, then add:
2 finely chopped celery sticks
3 cm grated fresh ginger
Cook 10 minutes, then add:
2 X 400g tins of tomatoes, chopped, or passata, or garden tomatoes chopped
100ml each fish stock and dry white wine, warmed
2 tbs chopped parsley
Meanwhile make the cheese sauce: In a pan warm together
50g butter,
40g plain flour
450 ml milk
Keep whisking it as it comes to the boil, then simmer for 2-3 minutes to cook out the flour
Add 50 g each cheddar and parmesan cheeses, season and stir well. You will need another 50g of each
for the layering.
You will also need about 8 lasagne sheets. I always make my own as it is so quick and easy and I like my
layers really thin. You can find sheets that do not require precooking, and I would go for these.
1 kg mixed fish, salmon, cod and prawns
Spoon a quarter of the tomato sauce into the base of your dish. Cover with lasagne sheets, then third
of the tomato sauce, third of the fish, then a little cheese sauce and a sprinkling each of cheddar and
parmesan cheese. Repeat, finishing with the rest of the cheese sauce.
I mix any leftover cheese with some panko crumbs and some chopped fresh thyme and the grated rind
of a lemon. I then sprinkle this on top of the lot, to give a nice crunch.
Cook for 45 minutes on 200°C (180° fan) mark 6 and serve with a salad.

Cholesbury Village Hall
August 2022
£25 Anne Butterworth, St. Leonards
£15 Chris Day, Chesham
£10 Emily Harris, St. Leonards
September 2022
£50 Lindsay Griffin, Hawridge
£25 Linda Rogers, Cholesbury
£15 Carol Henry, Buckland Common

For membership, please contact
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email
jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

St Leonards Parish Hall
July 2022
£15 Mr C Lake, Coppice Farm Park
£15 Malcolm Angell, Buckland Common
August 2022
£25 Tom Haller, c/o M. Joseph, St Leonards
£15 Di Charles, Buckland Common
£15 Mr & Mrs J Jefferies,
Coppice Farm Park
For membership, please contact
Richard Leat on 758784
or email leatrj@yahoo.co.uk.
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This looks lengthy but is really quick to make!
Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles
which are of general interest and relevance
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for
inclusion in the December/January edition
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or
Anne Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10
November latest. Please note that photos
sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750
pixels in size.
Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449
grahamlnc@aol.com
Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700
anne@churchcottage.uk
Advertising
Ann Horn 758250
annhorn272@gmail.com
Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882
info@michaelspark.com
Distribution
Rosemary Pearce 758334
Printing
Orbit Press, Chesham 01494 778053
info@orbitpress.co.uk
Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making
and is funded by advertising.
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