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The Cholesbury 
Village Hall 
committee will 

host a picnic outside 
the Hall (inside if 
wet) on Sunday 7 
May from 12.30pm 
onwards. Please 
bring your own food and drinks. Flags 
will be put up. Tables and chairs will be 
provided together with tea and coffee. We 
do hope that you are able to join us for this 
significant occasion when we can raise a 
toast to His Majesty.

There will also be a full weekend of 
events at the Full Moon.

King Charles III 
Coronation

Congratulations H G Matthews

Our local brickyard, the only one left 
in Bucks, celebrates its centenary 
this year. Katharine Dallas has 

written a book to mark the occasion and, 
in this issue of Hilltop News, we give a brief 
history of this successful family business…

Front cover 
Christians associate Easter eggs with joy and 
celebration. Hares or rabbits and coloured 
eggs are ancient symbols of new life and 
are now connected with Easter. May you 
have an enjoyable Easter…

In this issue we look back on the 
Coronation celebrations which took place 
in the Hilltops for the Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II in 1953 – and did we celebrate!

Also in this issue

•  In his Nature Notes, Chris Brown gets 
caught up in ‘beetle mania’.

•  It’s got to be a chocolate treat for Easter. 
Our Curvaceous Cook doesn’t disappoint!

…plus all the news from our churches, 
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.

Our moveable feast…

In AD325, the Council of Nicaea decided 
that Easter should be a moveable feast, 
celebrated on the first full moon on or 
after the Spring Equinox (the day on which 
there are equal hours of light and dark). 
So, Easter Day can come as early as March 
22, or as late as April 25. This year Easter 
Sunday is on 9 April. 

Carrying on the family business: Jim and 
Trafford Matthews
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Coronation of His Majesty King Charles
The Parish Council is planning to distribute 
Commemorative coronation mugs, with 
designs by children, to all the pupils at 
Hawridge & Cholesbury CE School and to 
all children of any age up to and including 
Year 6 who do not attend the school. 
Parents of children that do not attend the 
school can register their children to receive 
a mug using the following email address: 
mugscholesbury@btinternet.com . The 
Council has ordered additional mugs to be 
sold after the Coronation at village events 
and via email.

Buckinghamshire Local Plan
The Parish Council has continued to work 
hard to ensure the Broadband Project in 
the community is completed and a more 
detailed update can be found in this issue of 
Hilltop News. 

Boundary Commission
The Parish Council has previously responded 
to Local Government Boundary Commission 
Buckinghamshire Council Wards Review 
consultation as well as a Parliamentary 
Constituency consultation. Though neither 
have been finalised, it is anticipated that as 
far as the Chiltern Ridges Ward is concerned 
it is likely that the Commission will decide to 
remove the urban section of Chesham from 
the ward, reverting to the ward of the early 
2000’s. On the Parliamentary constituency 
review as it currently stands, the Parish 
Council area would become part of the Mid-
Buckinghamshire constituency. Both reviews 
are yet to be formally confirmed.

Vacancies on the Parish Council
For some time now, the Parish Council 
has only had five councillors and we have 
vacancies for two further councillors. It is 
a very rewarding volunteer role and puts 
you at the heart of the parish, helping 
with practical solutions that benefit the 

community. If you are interested, please 
contact the Parish Clerk, or come along to 
the next Parish Council meeting to find out 
more.

Allotments
The Parish Council has completed an 
allotment clear-up with allotment holders. 
Skips were arranged for the site and 
allotment holders and a group of volunteers 
have cleared a significant quantity of debris 
and rubbish from the area ready for spring. 
If you are interested in having an allotment, 
please get in contact with the Clerk.

Meetings
Parish Council meetings will take place at 
6.30pm on Tuesdays at St Leonards Parish 
Hall. The next meeting dates are…
• Tuesday 18 April 2023
• Tuesday 23 May 2023

Please contact me if you have any questions 
or need to report anything.

Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk 07704 909324  

parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com 

Your Parish Councillors are:

Chris Brown (Chairman) -758890 

Bill Ingram (Vice-Chairman) -758258 

Philip Matthews - 758205 

Graham Kersting - 758319 

Oliver Maury – 758015

Buckinghamshire Councillors:

Patricia Birchley - 07714 704017 

Jane MacBean - 07812 177794

Mohammad Fayyaz – 0777 202 7829

Buckinghamshire Council:

Contact number:  0300 131 6000

THE COUNTY COUNCIL
The Council Budget 

for 2023/24, agreed 

on 22 February, 

shows net operating 

expenditure of 

£504,339 (this is net 

of the Dedicated 

Schools Grant of 

£593,367). The 

biggest cost to the 

Council is Social Care which accounts for 

just under £300 million and enables us 

to focus services on our most vulnerable 

residents.

An additional £5 million has been 
allocated from reserves to bolster 
our spending on road repairs and, 

as you may have read in the national press, 
the Leader, Cllr Martin Tett, is pressing HS2 
and East-West Rail to repair the damage 
caused by their traffic. The formula used 
to calculate funding through the local 
government settlement shows an increase 
for Bucks of 7.6% (increases are complex 
and estimated by level of need) which is 
1.6% below the average for England. That 
said, we have excellent schools providing 
some of the best results in the UK and this 
year 78.7% of 7,000 students who applied 
for a secondary school place got their first 
choice.

I am pleased that Chesham & Villages 
Community Board has had a dynamic year, 
spending all its annual budget locally and 
prioritising the environment, health & 
wellbeing, promoting the rural villages, 
economic development and enhancing 
the lives of young people. 26% of the 
budget went on environmental projects 
and the next highest was 22% on economic 
development. 

The Director for Transport, Kevin Goad, 
met Cllr Jane MacBean and myself for a 
tour of roads in Chesham in February and 
will be coming out to the Hilltop Villages 
in May. We are also determined to deliver 
more investment and jobs locally and our 
next engagement event will be on 27 April.

The Council’s roads contract with 
Ringway Jacobs comes to an end this 
month. Balfour Beatty Living Places Ltd has 
been awarded our maintenance contract 
from lst April and the consultancy contract 
goes to Atkins. Twelve newly appointed 
contractors will work alongside BBLP and 
Atkins to carry out road maintenance. The 
new delivery model will include services 
such as flooding, development and rights 
of way. 

Many of our local roads are now 
subject to closures due to HS2 and your 
local councillors regularly challenge their 
contractors over slippage, mud, temporary 
traffic lights and journey times. 

Meetings to discuss HS2 planning issues 
can be lengthy but we are determined to 
protect the AONB and ensure all bridges, 
buildings and new vegetation blend into 
our precious environment where possible.

Please let me know if I can speak to officers 
on your behalf at County Hall.

Cllr Patricia Birchley 
Chiltern Ridges Division, Buckinghamshire 
Council 
Patricia.Birchley@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
07714 704017
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When I was a kid, mental health meant 

sitting around thinking about being more 

active. And the nearest we got to talking 

about the NSPCC at school was making 

round balls out of fat and hanging them 

out for the birds because my teacher was 

an RSPB member. So, it is a good thing that 

today’s kids are being brought up with 

an awareness of how to look after their 

wellbeing and that if something isn’t right, 

there are people to turn to. Challenging 

subjects, but better out than in.

What am I on about? On 2nd 
February, H&C got involved with 
NSPCC Numbers Day. Years 4-6 

took part in a scavenger hunt that involved 
16 shapes hidden around the grounds, each 
with two maths problems to solve. The 
younger kids had fun with beads, paints 
and graffitiing the playground with chalk. 
£182.86 was raised. Good effort. But what 
is also positive is that my daughter came 
home and explained what the NSPCC does 
for children who are trapped in unsafe 
environments. I’m pleased that these 
subjects are not shied away from. Although 
on the flipside, my daughter has since 
threatened to tell the NSPCC that I make 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL

her eat stuff she doesn’t want to eat - by 
which she means fruit and vegetables.

As part of Mental Health Week, Year 4 
went for a walk on Cholesbury Common. 
It has been proved by scientists that being 
out in nature reduces stress and allows 
the mind space that can otherwise be 
lacking in our fast-paced, screen-based 
lives. Obviously, we knew this before the 
scientists got involved. When I was at 
school there was an activity called Rough 
and Tumble. The school would assemble 
on a steep, grassy hill and we’d proceed to 
throw each other down the incline until 
it was slick with muddy bodies. This went 
on until the teachers could be bothered 
to stop us. Anyway, after their walk, Year 
4 read from ‘Secrets of a Sun King’ by 
Emma Carroll. This historical adventure 
transports the reader back to the 1920s, 
when Tutankhamun’s tomb was discovered, 
and to ancient Egypt during the Pharoah’s 
life. This is the value of reading. Books take 
us to places and immerse us in cultures that 
we wouldn’t otherwise experience.

Year 5 have been looking at Frida 
Kahlo’s art. Kahlo lived in Mexico and 
found inspiration in the world around her. 
Many of her most famous paintings are 
self-portraits, marked by vibrant colours, 
a recurrence of certain objects – such as 
jewellery and indigenous flora and fauna - 
and her often defiantly strong expression, 
tinged by a hint of darkness that belied 
both the chronic pain she suffered 
following an accident and the sadness of 
her childhood home. We look at Frida’s 
art and we see things that are perhaps 
not familiar to us. But the humanity in her 
paintings reflects shared human experience. 
Books and art demonstrate that we are all 
alike, with infinite variety.

Rob Scott

LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP
The season’s final talk is… 

Friday 14 April (7.30 for 
7.45pm) - Country Clothes: 
Rural Workwear of the 
19th century (This talk was 
originally scheduled for 
October last year.)

Venue: St Leonards Parish Hall.
Will Phillips is curator of the social 

history archive at Discover Bucks Museum 
(formerly Bucks County Museum), and 
returns following his very much enjoyed 
presentation for those who attended his 
talk last year. The Museum has an extensive 
collection of fabrics and garments from 
Buckinghamshire history. Will therefore 
is best placed to display and explain the 
history of these artefacts from our recent 
past.

Visitors are always welcome and the 
entrance fee is £4 at the door.

Chris Brown
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Annual Litterblitz
Our annual Litterblitz will be held from 
Saturday 1st April to Easter Monday 10 
April and, as usual, garbage bags will be 
left at the three main collection points – by 
the cricket pitch, opposite the school and 
opposite Church Lane, Hawridge. Filled 
sacks may be left at the collection points 
but, if possible, please take any home for 
your normal roadside collection. If there are 
items which are too heavy to move, please 
leave them by the roadside for the Council 
to pick up or tell us where they are so that 
we can move them to the roadside. 

If you would like a Litter Pick, free of 
charge, please contact Lindsay Griffin 
(758440) or lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk.

Whilst it is helpful for everyone to make 
a special effort to clear debris from the 
Commons during Litterblitz and before the 
vegetation gets too dense, we do value 
your efforts to keep the Commons rubbish-
free at all times. This is a job none of us 
should ever have to do but, sadly, littering 
seems to be an increasing problem.

AGM
For the first time, HCCPS is holding its 
AGM in spring rather than in the depths of 
winter. We hope that with better weather 
and longer light in the evenings we can 
encourage more of our members and 

friends to come out to see and hear what 
we are doing and why.

This year the AGM will be held on 
Tuesday 9 May at Cholesbury Village Hall 
at 7.30pm. As it will be just after King 
Charles’ Coronation, we hope to include 
a ceremonial tree planting involving 
participants from the local community to 
commemorate the event, immediately 
prior to the AGM. More details will be 
issued nearer the time. There will then 
be refreshments at the Village Hall and 
an opportunity for participants to hear 
about and discuss the ongoing tree works 
followed by the general business…
Election of  Officers: Mark Hobbs – 
Chairman, Lindsay Griffin - Vice Chairman, 
Philip Prettejohn – Treasurer.
Committee Members: Nick Brown, John 
Caple, Sarah Higgins, Janet Hopkinson, 
Rebecca Walton and Tim Watts, each of 
whom intends to remain on the Committee.

There will be two vacancies on the 
Committee since we have not yet replaced 
Isobel Clark, who left last year and, sadly, 
David Dennis has decided to step down 
from the Committee. David has been a 
committee member for eight years and 
served as Chairman in 2017. David has 
played an important part in many initiatives 
on the Commons including his work on 
the ponds and the heathers; providing 
wonderful photographs for the cards 
and calendars; helping monitor Dof E 
volunteers; looking for glow worms; as 
well as surveying moths and butterflies; 
holding Butterfly presentations; writing 
segments for the Hilltop News and hosting 
the very popular annual moth release 
mornings. Fortunately, David has said that 
he will continue to monitor the moths 
and butterflies on the Commons with his 
colleague Peter Bygate and to help in other 
ways.

Mike Fletcher has also decided to stand 
down as Honorary Examiner. Mike was 
our Treasurer for 24 years and when he 
resigned from that position, he became 

our Honorary Examiner until the present 
- a further 11 years. This has been a huge 
commitment for which we are very grateful 
and Mike has always ensured that our 
accounts are scrupulously checked.

Ben Lewis, who was our treasurer for 
eight years after Mike, has agreed to stand 
as our Examiner. It is not our intention to 
fill the other two vacancies at present but 
to co-opt individuals to specific roles during 
the year.

Winter works
James Jolliffe and his team completed the 
winter work in late February, just before 
such work has to stop to allow the birds 
to nest undisturbed. It is hoped that the 
extensive work on Rays Hill will make it 
much safer for riders and walkers in that 
area. James has also carried out work on the 
rides to widen them and to make it safer 
to use the tractor in those areas. This work 
was approved by John Morris (formerly of 
Chiltern Woodlands), Christine’s woodland 
advisor. The tree felling undertaken by Pete 
Leybourne and his team has also come to an 
end for now. Because the conditions were 
so wet earlier on, some clearing on Stoney 
Lane remains to be done. This clearing can 
go ahead when the conditions are better 
and is allowed during the nesting season.

Give a hoot
Lynne Lambert and her colleagues from 
BORG came in mid-February to check the 
various nesting boxes on the Commons and 
also on Christine’s farmland. Obviously, it 
was a bit too early for nesting birds but they 
cleared out a nest on the Commons which 
had been used by jackdaws last year and 
they mended a barn owl box on Christine’s 
land. They also had the added bonus of 
finding a male adult in one of the boxes 
which they were able to ring. 

Sexing a barn owl can be done by 
looking for flecking on the underparts of 
the bird, with male underparts generally 

uniformly white and female underparts 
generally heavily speckled with black, grey 
or brown flecks. The flecking becomes 
apparent in females, or is absent from 
males, from approximately 30 days old, 
enabling many chicks to be aged when 
ringed. There are always exceptions to the 
rule however, and quite spotty males and 
almost pure white females are possible. 

It is very encouraging that we have a 
good breeding site established here and 
a walk along Christine’s valley at dusk will 
often be a time to see one or more of them 
out hunting. 

We are very fortunate to have had 
regular visits from BORG since 2014. 
Their work is all done by volunteers 
and they erect, repair or replace boxes 
as well as ring any barn owls, tawnies, 
little owls or kestrels that they can. 
Please watch our short video showing 
their work with tawnies on Hawridge 
Common and barn owls on Christine’s farm 
nearby. It can be found on our website 
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.com, 

Male barn owl on Christine’s farmland
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under Conservation - Owl and Kestrel 
project or on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=YwlLxSNr6HM 

You can also do your bit at home to help 
our wildlife to thrive at a time when so 
many species are being adversely affected 
by our actions. A study by the University 
of Essex, reported in The Times, has shown 
that if you use glyphosate (contained 
in Roundup) you can expect 25% fewer 
sparrows and 40% fewer if you use slug 
pellets. Doubtless not only sparrows are 
affected in this way. In another Times 
report it was observed that you do not 
usually find small mammals dead since they 
are quickly scavenged by other animals. 
Obviously, these mammals may have been 
poisoned which can have unintended 
consequences for their prey. Monitoring 
barn owl carcasses has shown that in 2019 
as many as 87% had been poisoned in this 
secondary way. Of course, other species 
such as tawnies, red kites and foxes are also 
killed in this way and cats, dogs, pigeons 
and blackbirds are sometimes killed by 
directly eating rodenticide baits. Please 
try to limit or eliminate your use of such 
poisons.

Moths and butterflies
Although we appear to have thriving 
populations of moths and butterflies on 
the Commons, overall, 33% of moths and 
80% of butterflies are in decline according 
to Butterfly Conservation. The data which 
David and Peter Bygate collect on the 
species they find here are sent to the Bucks 
Recorder to add to the overall picture 
nationwide.

Interestingly, though our native species 
are in decline, there has been an increase 
in the numbers of European species found 
here, because of climate change. David 
notes that several European butterflies are 
now breeding on our south coast and the 
Isle of Wight has recorded 50 new moth 
species in the last few years.  

Once again, our thanks to all who share 

their knowledge and expertise on the 

Commons. We are fortunate to have such 

diversity!

Lindsay Griffin

The ridges on the talons tell us this male is 
more than two years in age. 

ST LEONARDS VILLAGE FETE
SATURDAY 3rd JUNE 
Fete opens at 1pm

Companion Dog Show & Fun Classes – booking at 1pm

Jazz Band, Classic Cars, Circus juggling 
Raffle, Plants, Tombola, Bouncy castle 

Ice-Cream, Teas, Bar, Barbeque 
….and many other side stalls!

Information 07747 114640 or www.wherecanwego.com
Dog Show 01494 758702

Free Parking 
(www.stleonardsparishhall.uk)

Entry Fee: £1 per adult and 50p per child 

Sponsored by
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CHOLESBURY CUM ST LEONARDS HORT SOC

Our first event of the year was a visit to 

Carys and Eric Gadsden in Hawridge. Carys 

has been collecting snowdrops for many 

years now and has an amazing number of 

varieties. Garden visits are all very weather 

dependent at this time of year so the day 

dawned fine and sunny, which showed off 

the snowdrops in all their glory. Members 

gave generously as the donations for the 

event were collected for the Hospice of 

St Francis. Everyone enjoyed wandering 

around their extensive garden with so 

many varieties in flower.

April is the time to start planting 
out more tender vegetables. Early 
potatoes which have been brought 

on in the greenhouse can be planted out 
once they have sprouted but keep earthing 
up until the risk of frost is over. Runner 
beans are tender and can be planted out in 
May into well manured ground. They are 
hungry plants which need a good start to 
keep them going through the summer and 
need to be well watered. I’ve had very good 
crops of a variety called Polestar. Repeat 
sow lettuce throughout the summer. Again, 
I have had good crops by sowing the mixed 
loose leaved variety which don’t bolt and 
have found two sowings are sufficient for 
the year.

Dahlias can be planted out once they are 
well sprouted - another hungry plant which 
needs a good mulch of manure or compost. 
Watch carefully for the first shoots coming 
through, as the slugs love them.

By May it should be safe to plant out 
tender pelargoniums into large flower pots. 
They are so rewarding as they flower for 
many months.

Weed borders and spread garden 
compost. Also give a boost by sprinkling 
Growmore on the flowerbeds, especially 
after a wet spell.

Visit Garden Centres to find some new 
perennials for this year. Sunnyside Nursery 
in Berkhamsted has good well-established 
plants (07743 552154).

Our next event will be on Saturday 
20 May at 10am - Plant swap and teas at 
Cholesbury Village Hall. On Thursday 1st 
June, 6 to 7.30pm (members only) - Open 
Garden visit - Louise and Richard Ballard are 
opening their garden in aid of Refuge and 
Blind Veterans at Beechwood Farm Lodge, 
Little Twye. We look forward to seeing you 
at these events.

Diana Garner will be opening her garden 
again this year for the National Garden 
Scheme this spring, when she will have 
a wonderful selection of bulbs and early 
flowering shrubs. Contact her at montana@
cholesbury.net

One advantage of our affiliation to 
the RHS is that we have been given a card 
which can be borrowed by members and 
which allows two people to visit an RHS 
garden with a reduction of 50%. Again, 
please contact Diana as above.

Liz Firth



14 Hilltop News Hilltop News 15

C a f e  –  B i c y c l e  M a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  R e p a i r s 
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

We were very sad to say goodbye 
to Madeline Finlay recently. 
Madeline was a founder member 

of our institute, an erstwhile president and 
a good friend.

Meetings will be held as usual on the 
third Monday of each month at St Leonards 
Parish Hall at 7.30pm. Our speaker for 
April will be Alison Bailie from Amersham 
Museum and her talk will be called 
Revolting Women. I don’t think we should 
take it personally!

In our May meeting we discuss the 
resolution to be agreed at the Annual 
General Meeting to be put forward to the 
Government. In the past the WI have been 
instrumental in ‘revolting’ over important 
matters and pushing for change. One 
particular resolution of many years ago was 
to ask for the contraceptive pill to be made 
available to women free of charge - look 
what a difference that made to women’s 
lives!

Hilary Sheppard

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH
The clocks have Marched 

on and the days are 

getting longer and 

(hopefully) warmer.  

Please don’t become 

complacent by leaving doors and windows 

open, thereby making life easy for the 

chancers. It is always best to be safer than 

sorry and keep yourselves secure.

Online shopping 
Are you an online shopper?  If so, please 
take steps to protect yourselves. When 
you’re buying online, how confident are 
you that you’re dealing with a genuine 
seller and not a criminal? Or do you even 
think about it?

Many people believe that online 
shopping scams are easy to spot, with 
poor spelling or grammar, dodgy logos 
or unusual website or email addresses or 
phone numbers. However, this is now rarely 
the case, with scammers going to great 
lengths to earn your trust before cheating 
you out of your money. It is upsetting at 
the best of times, but even worse when 
money is tight. 

Whether you’re buying a car, 
clothes or gifts online, help safeguard 
yourself and your money by watching 
Get Safe Online’s latest short video 
and reading on to discover some top 
tips:  https://www.getsafeonline.org/
onlinebuying/?videoname=emily

Stay safe…

Erin Thwaites (758079)

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions

01442 890184
07909 542149

annmalvern@sky.com
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Preparation for the new season is well 

underway as the club welcomes the sound 

of leather on willow for another summer 

of cricket on the Common for all to enjoy.

2023 sees a change at the helm with 
Chairman Simon Lister standing down 
to be replaced by Sean Robinson. 

This is one, amongst many other changes 
that were voted in at the AGM in February, 
where long-serving Vice Chairman (Steve 
Drane) and Secretary (Stephanie Hill) 
stepped down to be replaced by Ian Hames 
and Helen Valvona respectively. The new 
Committee is looking forward to continuing 
the excellent work undertaken by their 
predecessors over the years with a clear 
mandate to continue to make the Cricket 
Club a central part of community life, not 
just through the summer months.

The Saturday XI were given a stay of 
execution following a difficult first year 
back in Division One of the Mid Bucks 
League and will be looking to make the 
most of lessons learned when the league 

season starts with a home fixture against 
our friendly foes from Ivinghoe & Pitstone 
on Saturday 6 May. The 2023 season itself 
will start on Sunday 23 April when the 
club welcomes North Harrow CC, one of a 
number of new teams that will grace the 
Common this season, including our friends 
from Chenies & Latimer, for whom we have 
once again opened our club up to their 3rd 
XI on alternate Saturdays. Senior training 
will continue to take place on Wednesday 
evenings and, as ever, newcomers and those 
that may be returning from afar to the 
village are most welcome, whether it be for 
Saturday league or Sunday social cricket.  

James Morris will once again be heading 
up our Colts section, the fruits of which will 
be there for all to see again this season as 
we continue to provide a pathway for our 
youth into senior cricket within the club. 
This ultimately starts with our Dynamos 
(8-11 year-olds) and All Stars (5-8 year-olds) 
sections superbly marshalled by Alex Neal 
and Alexis Shead on Saturday mornings. 
The Colts section remains the lifeblood of 
the club and, having achieved the ECB’s 
Clubmark accreditation last year (thanks 
to the tenacious work of our departing 
Safeguarding Officer Jo Considine), the 
club is recognised as a safe, rewarding and 
fulfilling place for participants of all ages. 
Training for Colts will revert to the popular 
Thursday evenings this year.

We remain a village cricket club at heart, 
a point that should never be forgotten, 
but more importantly we are a club that 
has been interwoven in the fabric of 
village life for over 130 years. To achieve 
this it is important that we continue to 
recruit more assistance both on and off the 
playing field, so if you feel that you have 
something to offer the club, please do 
not hesitate to reach out to either Sean at 

HAWRIDGE & CHOLESBURY CRICKET CLUB chairman@hawridgecricket.co.uk or Helen 
at secretary@hawridgecricket.co.uk. 

Hopes for a successful season are high 
(as they always are at this time of the year!) 
but a season is not judged solely on the 
results of the Seniors on a Saturday or a 
Sunday, or the Colts during the midweek. 
It is also judged on the manner in which 
the game is played, ensuring all enjoy this 
wonderful sport that continually embodies 
the spirit of community here in the villages.

Whether it’s to lend some support to 
either one of the Senior or Colt’s teams, 
attend one of the social events or just to 
sit and enjoy this wonderful part of the 
Chilterns that we are fortunate to call our 
‘home of cricket’, be sure of receiving a 
warm welcome from all at Hawridge & 
Cholesbury Cricket Club.

Ian Hames 
Vice Chairman
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Memories of the last 
Coronation…
The beacon lit on Hawridge Common for The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee last June rekindled 

memories of the bonfire lit in 1953 for the Coronation celebrations. Former Hilltop resident 

Barry Tompson recalled for us in a previous Hilltop News the tribulations surrounding the 

setting up of the bonfire. Now Barry, with help from his sister Penny, contributes further 

memories of a play put on by villagers at that time.

Barry and Penny recall that their 
late mother and father (Helen and 
Geoffrey) played leading roles in the 

play. At this time the family were living at 
The Old Manor House next to Cholesbury 
Village Hall and the family included other 
brother Tony (who died earlier this summer) 
and long since passed grandfather Cedric 
Wood, known by all as “Pop” (a first world 
war veteran).

Another player was Susan Walters 
(nee Culverhouse). Her father was the 
Headmaster of St Leonards School and the 
whole family lived at The Pheasantries in 
Bellingdon. Christabel Walton played a part 
and Marian Walton was the stage assistant. 
Jonathan Culverhouse (brother of Susan) 
sold programmes at the event together 
with Joan Walton, who still resides in 
Hawridge.

The late Noel Lee from Berkhamsted 
painted the scenery - he was the son of Mr 
Lee of Lee’s Mineral Waters. Lee’s supplied 
many public houses in the area with their 
various flavoured mineral waters. Noel 
went on to develop his artistic talents 
and become a highly regarded fine art 
restoration specialist and picture dealer, 
with two galleries in Berkhamsted.

The play was well received and highly 

successful in raising funds for the
Coronation celebrations in Cholesbury. 

The ‘company’ were then invited to 
perform on additional nights at the 
Bellingdon Village Hall. 

A local paper reported the event as 
follows…

‘The Cholesbury Players, in presenting 
‘The feminine Touch’ to two crowded 
audiences at Cholesbury Village Hall, 
achieved a success in amateur theatricals of 
which they can be very proud.

‘From the moment the curtain rose on a 
delightful stage set there was never a dull 
moment and the next two hours went like 
a flash. The credit for the opportunity for 
so much enjoyment must go to Mr Herbert 
Clinch for the conception of the play and 
his organisation and drive.

‘Geoffrey Tompson, in portraying Brian 
Avery, displayed the right amount of 
obstinacy necessary and made an excellent 
foil to Verity Markham (played by Helen 
Tompson) in a love scene which delighted, 
amused and embarrassed us all.

‘Gertrude Brown and Cristobel Walton 
gave extraordinarily good performances, 
as did Susan Culverhouse, Cynthia Cornwall 
and Dick Carvell.

‘The proceeds from these two evenings 

are to go to the local Coronation funds and 
there will be a repeat at Bellingdon Village 
Hall on April 17th for the same cause’.

As an aside, Barry recalls…
“I remember Dick Carvell, who lived just 

past Ollie Eld’s place (Redwing Farm) in a 
bungalow he had built there. He and Fred 
Penn came in fancy dress to the Coronation 
‘Sports Day’ dressed up as nurse and 
patient: Dick pushing Fred around in an old 
bath chair.

Dick drove a sporty car around the 
village at an impressive speed. Sadly, late 
one afternoon with the sun dropping low 
on the horizon, he collided with a lady on 
a bike at the grass triangle junction on the 
common by Palletts Pond. That was the last 
time I saw a policeman at Cholesbury! The 
lady was taken off in an ambulance - I think 
she survived!”

Later that year, on 2nd June, the villages 

put on a spectacular day’s entertainment 

on Cholesbury Common to celebrate the 

Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.

A religious service began proceedings, 
then there was a Fancy Dress Parade, 
Children’s and Adult’s Sports, Tree 
Planting, a Historical Pageant by the 
children of St Leonards School and Country 
Dancing by the children of Hawridge and 
Cholesbury School. This was followed 
by a Grand Coronation Dance, then the 
notorious Bonfire and Fireworks.

It is interesting to note that ‘additional 
entertainment’ was provided by both 
Hawridge & Cholesbury Cricket and 
Football Clubs, plus both St Leonards & 
Buckland Common Cricket and Football 
Clubs. They certainly liked their sports.

The Cholesbury Players…
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The decorative souvenir programme from The Queen’s Coronation celebrations. Thanks to the 
Walton sisters for saving this.

There was also a contribution from the 
‘Full Moon’ Bowls Club and a Camping 
Display by the Girl Guides. Babies and 
Toddlers, it was announced, ‘may be left 

in Nurse Heaton’s Creche’ and a free bus 
service was offered within the villages.
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Bach in  
the Hilltops
“So... who is your 
favourite composer?”

As musicians, we get asked this question all 

the time and it’s generally met with a giant 

sigh and a big “uhm” because the answer is 

never easy. It’s near impossible to narrow 

it down to one composer as it can depend 

entirely on your current state of mind, your 

general surroundings, the weather and 

perhaps even what you had for breakfast 

that particular morning!

Because of this, it is a question that 
musicians rarely seem to ask each 
other. Out of curiosity, I decided to 

do exactly that and ask my fellow musicians 
who their favourite composer is. And 
because I empathise with the difficulty of 
the question in question, I allowed them to 
pick their ‘Top Three’. 

It came as no surprise to me that out 
of the 30 people that replied (and stuck 
to the rules), 26 of them chose J.S. Bach. 
The runner-up with 12 votes was Johannes 
Brahms and in third place was Richard 
Strauss with 10 votes. Mozart only received 
4 votes and Mendelssohn didn’t even get a 
mention. 

I would imagine that the great 
composers through the ages would not 
dispute the results of this particular poll as 
the majority of them idolised the man and 
his music.

“Music owes as much to Bach as religion 
to its founder.” - R. Schumann

“Bach is the most stupendous miracle in 
all music!” - R. Wagner

I was three years old when my dad 
placed a violin in my hands. It was far from 
love at first sight and he often resorted 
to various bribing techniques in order to 
get me to practise, the most successful of 
these being a trip to a hot dog stand. With 
time, I began to come around to the idea 
of playing the violin and was soon playing 
works by composers like Bach and Vivaldi 
every week. The particular impact Bach’s 
works have had on me is probably the 
single greatest reason I am still a musician 
today. It has been a life’s ambition (and my 
father’s dream) that one day I perform and 
record his six Sonatas & Partitas for solo 
violin.

January, therefore, marked the 
beginning of a very special project for me, 
where I performed these six masterpieces in 
the beautiful Hilltop churches. The first of 
these mini-recitals took place at St Leonards 
Church on the last Sunday of January 
following a morning service by Rev. Chris 
Haywood. There was not an empty pew 
in the church! I spoke and demonstrated 
a few things before performing the first 
Sonata in G minor. As soon as I began 

playing I realised there was no turning 
back and I would now have to fully commit 
to performing the remaining five works 
over the next year and a half! However, 
any prior nerves that had built up quickly 
dissipated and grew into excitement after 
the warm reaction from the audience. 

I’m thrilled to announce that the next 
Hilltop Bach will take place at St Mary’s 
Church, Hawridge on Sunday 16 April. 

Additionally, for those of you who 
might be interested in hearing music by 
our runner-up composer, Johannes Brahms, 
we have a very special concert coming up 
on the 18 May, exploring the works of not 
only Brahms but also his mentors Clara and 
Robert Schumann as part of the Chiltern 
Arts festival. 

For more details of all our events please 
visit our website www.echormusic.com and 
sign up to our mailing list to be the first to 
hear about our news.

Eva Thorarinsdottir,  
Creative Director of Echor Music
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The beginning of Easter week is 
marked by Palm Sunday, when we 
recall Jesus’s humble entry into 

Jerusalem anticipating his death. During 
Easter week we reflect on the events of 
Passion leading up to Good Friday, hosting 
Evening Compline (night Prayer services) 
to help us to do so. On Maundy Thursday 
we host a service with foot washing, 
recalling Jesus’ humility in serving others 
and reflecting on how it informs our 
understanding of his death on our behalf. 
On Good Friday we zero in on Jesus’ death 
on the cross, what it means for us and how 
we are implicated. Easter Saturday is a day 
of latent waiting before joy breaks forth 
on Easter Day as we celebrate Jesus’ victory 
over the grave and his resurrection to new 
life. It is an emotional journey, a pilgrimage 
even, but one we invite you all to join in 
with.

Of course, the Easter story isn’t complete 
without Ascension Day (when Jesus’ work 
on earth is complete and he ascends into 
Heaven) and Pentecost – the giving of the 
Holy Spirit – God’s spirit living in us as a seal 
of our acceptance in him, which we mark 
in May. Those entering into Easter services 
may wish to complete their pilgrimage 
entering into these services too. They are 
joyous occasions.

In any case we look forward to hosting 
united Services, where those wishing to 

enter into Easter come together, young and 
old alike, to commemorate and celebrate 
together.

Finally, whilst I was pleased with the 
response to the mailed-out Christmas 
Card, making services known, I won’t be 
repeating it at Easter given the kick-back 
about it. It was an experiment to publish 
details of the services across the parish. 
Despite comments to the contrary, the 
cost of the card and mailshot was very 
comparable to previous years. We were 
unable to distribute it with Hilltop News as 
a late change in service dates and times (a 
late realisation that the Cholesbury Carol 
service clashed with the World Cup final) 
necessitated the pulling of the initial print 
run. Anyhow, the Easter services are listed 
in this edition of Hilltop News, which I 
hope will be sufficient.

With best wishes

God Bless

From Revd. Chris Haywood…
During Lent we have spent time as a church community searching 

our hearts and examining our motivations in life and how they 

match up against how God would want us to be, in preparation 

for Easter. That preparation ramps up somewhat as we draw close 

to Easter.

I teach private in person one-to-one sessions  
and regular online classes. 

The classes are about self-discovery – working with 
gravity and the breath to release tension  
and move with ease, nourishing mind and body.

For more information  
email: michaelsparkyoga@gmail.com  
or call 07973 152825
www.michaelsparkyoga.com

Yoga classes
“These classes allow  
my nervous system  
to settle and 
recalibrate.  
I always feel relaxed,  
restored and 
energised after the 
classes.”
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C H U R C H  M A T T E R SC H U R C H  M A T T E R S
Cottage Pie was served at the start 

of the Quiz and our thanks go to Brigid 
Farmer and Rosie Pearce. The number of 
Veggie Quizzers is slowly increasing but 
everyone tucked into Mango and Passion 
Fruit cheesecake. The Raffle was arranged 
by Maggie Carruthers with six well-
presented prizes while Louise Prior helped 
to sell the tickets that exceeded £300 for 
the first time. The Quiz winners were Anne 
Butterworth’s team but unfortunately Anne 
was in hospital that evening. We wish her 
well. The net income was £839.

The Earthquakes in Turkey and Syria 
were brought to our TV screens and the 
horror was evident. The collection in church 
on 26 February amounted to £150 and was 
sent to the Disaster Emergency Committee.CHOLESBURY CHOLESBURY 

TThe annual 
accounts for 
Cholesbury 

church in 2022 
showed a surplus. I 
would like to thank 
particularly those 
who have set up Direct Debits payable to 
the church as these provide a steady income 
flow. Collections were higher in 2022 than 
2021, as we no longer have Lockdown, but 
we are concerned that the recent cut in 
services will reduce income from collections. 

The annual Quiz was held on Saturday 
18 February at St Leonards Parish Hall and 
attracted seventy-eight competitors. Some 
Quizzers prefer a table of six to allow easy 
conversation while others opted for eight. 
Peter Green compiled the questions and 
put them on the screen as Liz read them 
out. They were read only once giving a 
fast-moving Quiz. We all now know which 
country has the most pyramids (no not 
Egypt), how KFC in Australia modified their 
salad and how many King Charles have 
been crowned. The Dingbats included a 
wide range of constructions including some 
nearly impossible! Thank you, Peter and Liz.

ST LEONARDSST LEONARDS

TThe Church is 
looking forward 
to Easter. 

St Leonards will 
host the Maundy 
Thursday Communion service 
with foot washing from our Rector. On 
Good Friday the traditional walk of witness 
will start from St Leonards at 10am and 
progress through the villages to Cholesbury 
Church. This is always a very special 
occasion and we would love more to join 
in.  Everyone, young and old, human or 
canine are welcome to join.

On 7 May, we will celebrate the 
Coronation of King Charles in our Sunday 
Parish Communion. Please watch out on 
grapevine for more details. 

The popular Breakfast Service is on the 
fourth Sunday of each month. Each time 
between 40 and 50 villagers from babies to 
seniors gather for Breakfast (bacon butties 
and croissants) followed by a short service 
led by members of the community. We met 
on Mothering Sunday for a service focused 
around celebrating our mothers together 
and remembering those that have sadly 
passed away. We will report more next 
time. 

We continue to reach out across the 
villages and support those who are sick or 
have lost loved ones. Please tell us if you 
know of anyone who would like some help 
and support. 

One of the highlights for us was when 
the local scouts took over the Church 
grounds for their annual Quest Hike. We 

were one of the bases for the 237 scouts 
in 47 teams who were completing a series 
of challenges across a 17.5 km course.  The 
challenge at St Leonards was to encrypt and 
then transmit via Morse code a message for 
their teammates to receive and decode. The 
lawns around the Church were alive with 
young voices from early afternoon into 
the night. We were so pleased to help the 
Scouts. 

HAWRIDGEHAWRIDGE

SSt Mary’s marked 
Ash Wednesday 
(22 February) with 

a service including the 
‘imposition of ashes’ on 
those present. Three 
days earlier the monthly Holy Communion 
following the Book of Common Prayer came 
to Hawridge and this service is now due to 
alternate with Cholesbury. Easter is almost 
with us and the Mothering Sunday service at 
St Mary’s on the middle Sunday of Lent, for 
which the Church was thoroughly cleaned 
and the Churchyard tidied, will have gone 
by, but we hope the floral gifts distributed 
for mothers were well appreciated. 

You will see from the service schedule that 
the Hilltops service on Easter Sunday will be 
a Family Communion service at St Mary’s 
at 9am. There will also be Compline at St 
Mary’s during Holy Week (Tuesday 4 April).

The year has started with some 
maintenance issues for the Church. A report 
on the trees in the Churchyard confirmed 
that a Scots Pine was not safe and this has 
been taken down (the necessary Diocesan 
consent was obtained). You may be aware 
of the fall of some plaster from the ceiling 
inside our Church. A fingertip examination 
of the whole ceiling was made by 
conservation builders and the plaster is now 
reported to be sound, although the cause 
was probably water entering via the ridge 
tiles and work will be done to sort out that 
problem. 

The Annual Parish Church Meeting to 
elect officers will be held at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 2nd May in the Church. A full 
report of the maintenance issue will be 
presented to the meeting together with 
all the other usual reports and the Church 
accounts. All are welcome and papers 
(including those accounts) will be circulated 
nearer to the time.

Another date for the diary is Sunday 
16 April at when Eva Thorarinsdottir from 
Echor Music will give another free recital 
of J S Bach’s solo violin music (this will take 
about 30-40 mins) in Hawridge Church. 
The recital will follow the usual Parish 
Communion service that morning, although 
there is no need to attend the service to 
hear the recital. A note to remind you will 
be put on Grapevine confirming the time 
and other details.

The Rector has been made aware of a 
group of grave tenders who care for 
graves where family live a long way 
away. It might be of help to some of 
you. Please contact Andy Stephenson 
(07410 976 188) if you wish to discuss 
this further.
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Centenary of local 
family business
One hundred years ago, Stanley Baldwin 

became Prime Minister and Wembley 

Stadium staged its first FA Cup Final 

(West Ham lost). This year also marks the 

centenary of the Hilltops’ renowned family 

brickmaking business H G Matthews. 

Fittingly, Katharine Dallas has written a 

book, ‘100 years of H G Matthews’, to mark 

the occasion.

When Henry George Matthews 
returned home from the Great 
War with brother Alf, they were 

encouraged by their brother Bill to make 
bricks for his thriving building business. 
Alf set up a brickyard in Bovingdon, which 
he ran for over 40 years. In 1923 George 
bought the Bellingdon Brickworks from 
Jesse Mead. George’s first customer was 
Alfred Woodley from Amersham, who was 
still buying bricks from HG in 2003.

George bought, at auction, Dundridge 
Manor Farm in 1943, primarily for the clay 
supplies. A story goes that a friend was out 
for a walk and saw that rabbits had been 
digging, exposing some good clay. George 
died suddenly in 1957, leaving sons Jim and 
Tim to manage the brickworks and farm.

Traditional techniques HG used have 
been passed on to his descendants, keeping 
hand-making skills alive. Over the years the 
brickworks have been modernised, with 
stone extractor and crushing equipment, 
brickmaking machine and brick dryers 
installed, enabling production to continue 
all year round. The kilns were originally 
fired by wood, then coal and now oil.

In 1943 there were 1550 brickyards in 
England – 25 in Bucks. By 1980, the brick 
industry in Bucks was in serious decline, 
with only Bovingdon, Duntons and H 
G Matthews surviving. Now only H G 
Matthews remains in the county.

Tim Matthews died in 1996. A generous 
and cheerful man and very active in the 
Hilltops, he is greatly missed. He was 
president of our local cricket club, a post 
currently occupied by his son Trafford.

The business remains a family concern, 
run by the third generation. William runs 
the fireplace business, which he started in 
1993. Trafford and Jim run the brickyard. 
Katharine, since starting as the bookkeeper 
(untrained) in 1982, still works part-time.

Though renowned locally, H G Matthews 
have supplied bricks as far away as the 
Falklands, Moscow, Japan and USA. 
Prestigious jobs include Reading University 
and Sadlers Wells theatre. The company 
is also proud to have worked for Windsor 
Castle, Kensington Palace, Hampton Court 
and Chequers. It received an award for 
its contribution to the SOAS building in 
Russell Square in London. Projects locally 
include work for Dr Challoners Grammar 
School, Tesco in Amersham (240,000 bricks 
supplied) and the Town Hall and Clock 
Tower in Chesham.

What makes Matthews bricks unique is 
the clay they are made from – only found 
in the Chiltern Hills, usually in isolated 

Henry George Matthews

In the brickyard

deposits above the 600-feet contour. 
Clay is dug from within a few miles of 
the brickyard. Output is currently around 
2.5 million bricks a year: hand-made and 
machine-made.

As Katharine says, “This book is 
dedicated to the loyal and dedicated 
workforce, most of whom have been with 
the company for many years – in some 
cases, their parents and grandparents 
before them”. Today there are 52 staff – 
the most ever employed.

H.G. Matthews remains one of the 
few businesses where the whole range of 
traditional brickmaking skills is utilised. The 
company plays a large part in supporting 
the heritage of the Chilterns and 
maintaining buildings of beauty around the 
country.

Congratulations H G Matthews - here’s 
to the next 100 years!

Note: Katharine’s book may be obtained 
from JPS Stationers and Orbitpress.
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In later Victorian times the fashion for 
shooting, angling or hunting birds, fish 
and animals was a major pastime. For 

some younger gentlemen this obsession 
focussed on amassing collections of birds’ 
eggs or insects. In much the same way 
as subsequent generations might collect 
stamps, coins or cigarette cards, this 
fascination to get one over on their friends 
might even involve boys being paid to go 
out into the countryside to acquire the 
rarer species or swap duplicates in bespoke 
societies. 

For Charles Darwin, the fascination 
was with beetles. In the years before he 
would make his voyage of discovery on 
the Beagle and write his On the Origin of 
Species, he recorded in a short note in his 
journal the question “Why is there such a 
range of beetles of every shape size and 
colour?” Punch recorded at the time that 
beetle-mania had swept the echelons 
of those undertaking academic studies, 
which was having a deleterious effect on 
scholars’ attendance at tutorials and their 
exam results. For a really excellent example 
of such a collection you cannot beat a 
trip down the road to the Natural History 
Museum at Tring to see Walter Rothschild’s 
magnificent collection of beetles, all 
classified and individually set out in drawers 
upon drawers of cabinets. 

HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

Raising a cheer for the Snarly-Warlys

Beetles are the most diverse of all 
animal species. World-wide there are 
over 400,000 examples recorded to date. 
One entomologist reported that one tree 
in Panama contained 1,200 species of 
insect and, as there were estimated to be 
50,000 different tree species alone in the 
tropics, many of which were still unknown, 
that the number of undiscovered and 
unnamed beetles might be as much as 
4 million. Today, over 1,000 new species 
are discovered and classified each year. As 
someone has calculated, if every species of 
animal were laid side by side, every fourth 
one would be a beetle and every tenth one 
a weevil.  

In Britain, there are currently just over 
4,000 beetle species, most of which were 
collected and named in Victorian times, 
though with climate change affecting 
distribution there is an increasing number 
of examples from southern Europe making 
Britain their residence. Not to mention 
other invasive species arriving on food and 
timber products, despite the precautions 
increasingly taken at ports. 

Beetles’ success over the past 100 
million years relies on their adaptability to 
every habitat (including desert and arctic) 
and food source, the reliance on either 
camouflage or warning colours, their 
tough outer chitinous casing and general 

Gentleman of leisure of the 18th and 19th centuries, possessed of a grand house, might 

display collections of curiosities: maybe the result of their travels on the ‘Grand Tour’. 

Other artefacts may have been acquired from nearer to home or purchased from specialist 

antiquarian merchants who supplied archaeological finds, as there was a belief in these 

pre-Darwinian times that the Great Flood had washed away anything that could have 

been part of a pre-ark, antediluvian era. 

unpalatableness to survive 
predation. Most are 
herbivores, both as grubs 
and adults, though 
others are voracious 
predators and even a 
few are parasites.   

Despite their 
abundance and 
diversity, recognition 
of different resident 
beetle species amongst 
the nature-loving British 
is far lower than it is for 
butterflies. At present there 
are 59 species of UK butterflies, 
including two regular annual visitors. 
I guess most people can name at least a 
quarter of these. Those who have been 
encouraged to take part in the annual 
Butterfly Conservation butterfly count 
might recognise a third to a half, whereas 
beetle recognition is going to be more like 
one tenth of one percent. Perhaps the top 
five might include ladybird, stag beetle 
(perhaps at least heard of as they are rarely 
seen these days), bumbling cockchafer, that 
collides with your outside lights or kitchen 
windows in May, a water-loving beetle 
like the whirligig or diving beetle and (if 
you are in the know that it is a beetle) 
a glow worm. Those connected to the 
food processing or building maintenance 
professions would no doubt add weevils, 
death-watch, bookworms and several 
others!

I found a quote from A A Gill, to my best 
knowledge not an amateur coleopterist, 
which sums up this theory perfectly 
“Beetles do just what it says on the box…. 
Beetles embody all the talents of the 
middle classes. They are not aristocratic, 
vain esoterics, like butterflies and moths, 
or communists like ants and bees. They’re 
not filthy opportunistic carpetbaggers like 
flies. They are professional, with a skill. 
They’re built for a job and get down to it 
without boastfulness or hysterics. And there 

is nowhere that doesn’t, 
sooner or later, call in a 

beetle to set up shop and 
get things done.” 

To add to your own 
personal count, I gave 
some thought to some 
of the more distinctive 
members of the beetle 
clan to be found in the 
garden or on a walk as 

spring and summer days 
approach. Green tiger 

beetles are emerald green 
with cream spots and scurry 

across patios and paths in search 
of insects. Sexton beetles have orange 

and black striped bodies and are carrion 
feeders. Both the cardinal beetle (red), seen 
on smelly flowers like cow parsley, and the 
rose chafer (bright green) seen on larger-
petalled flowers, are out in May. In cow 
pastures, a rare sight around here these 
days is the round shiny black dor beetle 
that finds dung irresistible. The wasp beetle 
has, as the name implies, alternating black 
and yellow horizontal stripes. 

Whereas we need to thank the Victorian 
collectors for the names of individual 
species, the colloquial names for the family 
of beetles is completely down to the 
country folk of times gone by. Generally 
speaking, any big buzzing insect was called 
a ‘clock’ and larger flying beetles ‘clockers’. 
For the largest of such insects was reserved 
the moniker ‘bum-clock’. Those islanders 
from the Faroes, being of Scandinavian 
descent, espoused the name ‘klukkas’. 
Meanwhile, those from the Orkneys 
preferred ‘gablo’ derived from ‘gobhal’, 
Celtic for fork – It was suggested this was 
originally applied to the unrelated insect 
the earwig. And finally, in Devon, a ‘snarly-
warly’.

Happy Hunting!

Chris Brown
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It has been nearly three years since the 

Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish Council 

engaged with Openreach to secure UK 

government funding to install full fibre 

optic cable connections to every address 

within this parish. The Department 

of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) 

administered the Gigabit Broadband 

Voucher Scheme to deliver Ultrafast Full 

Fibre to rural communities for which we 

were qualified.

Despite our intended scope of the 
project being confined to everyone 
in our parish who is connected to 

the Cholesbury Exchange, Openreach had 
other ideas. Over the project period, they 
issued four different ‘final’ lists of addresses 
to be covered. The one that defines the 
scope of the current installation of 374 
properties covers all the parish except the 
few already on full fibre and those on the 
Wendover exchange, but also additional 
addresses in Asheridge and even in 
Hertfordshire.

Openreach project management 
divided the installation into 10 geographic 
segments they refer to as PONs. Within 
each PON, the project funding brings 
full fibre to each Distribution Point (DP) 

which is usually a pole that serves as the 
connecting point for nearby properties. 
When the property owner contracts with 
a Service Provider (SP) of their choice, 
Openreach brings fibre from the DP to the 
outside wall of the subscriber’s premises, 
and the SP makes the final connections 
inside.

In October 2022, Openreach released 
eight of the 10 PONs for full fibre 
connections. Sadly, despite numerous 
promises from Openreach that the 
engineering works would soon be 
completed, there was then a delay until 
work got underway eventually in January. 
In early March, the ninth PON was released, 
and this report assumes that the tenth and 
final PON was released in mid-March.

Dealing with Openreach has been 
tedious because they will not give us 
direct access to their project management 
teams. We must go through a liaison 
person who cannot personally see the live 
planning data. He or she can only know 
what the project managers are willing for 
them to tell us. They have exploited this 
arrangement to try to exclude outlying 
addresses within our parish boundaries by 
stealth and obfuscation. When this report 
was drafted, there was still an outstanding 
issue where Openreach failed to seek a 
wayleave from a landowner to take fibre 
across farmland to a remote address.

Even if you are content with your current 
broadband speeds over the legacy copper 
conductor network, fibre will become 
a necessity in the near future. Anytime 
between the day when full fibre is available 
to your address and late 2025, Openreach 
will cease to support a copper connection. 
The UK government has mandated the 
final closure of the Public Service Telephone 
Network (PSTN), so that will spell the end 
of copper cables. Experience indicates 
that a contract for full fibre with a Service 
Provider can be no more expensive than 
your copper broadband connection is 
today. 

Residents who registered their support 
for the scheme should receive an email 
from DCMS and/or Openreach about 
confirming whether they have signed up 
yet for full fibre so that a voucher is paid by 
the government to Openreach.

We believe everyone should, by the time 
you read this, be able to be connected if 
they wish to Ultrafast Full Fibre Broadband. 
The most reliable way to ascertain whether 
you can have a full fibre connection is to go 

Cholesbury Exchange 
Broadband Fibre Project 
Delivery

online to the Openreach Fibre Availability 
Checker https://www.openreach.com/
broadband-network/fibre-availability, enter 
your postcode, click on the address box 
then click on your address in the drop-down 
list that appears. A positive affirmation 
of availability is: ‘Available Now, Ultrafast 
Full Fibre Broadband, up to 1000Mbps 
Download’.

The Parish Council has a list of every 
address that should be included within the 
scope of the Cholesbury Exchange project. 
Anybody who is denied access to full fibre 
when they believe that they should be 
included within the scope of our fibre 
project or has any other questions about 
the full fibre arrangements, including the 
vouchers, should contact us for assistance 
by email to cholesburyparishfibre@gmx.
com. You would need to supply the name 
or number and postcode of your premises.

Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish Council
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Spring pub news

In our earlier report, we expressed 

concern that two of our local pubs may 

cease trading permanently under present 

managements. We now know that the 

Black Horse Inn and the Old Swan have 

closed, whilst their owners seek new 

buyers or, alternatively, tenants who 

could resume trading. The future of the 

remaining pubs depends entirely on a 

strong level of support from the Hilltop 

community combined with ‘destination’ 

trade coming from visitors to the Chiltern 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

As ever, the Full Moon will be holding 
a series of interesting events this 
spring. Their Quiz Nights on the 

last Wednesday of each month have 
contributed to their raising over £2,500 for 
the Thames Valley Air Ambulance. Tickets 
are available on their website for the Bella 
Bezerk Drag Act on 12 May.

To celebrate the Coronation of King 
Charles III, the pub is planning a full 
weekend of events. On Saturday, they 
will offer afternoon tea and Prosecco all 
day. On Sunday, they will serve up roasts 
and specials. If the weather is fair on Bank 
Holiday Monday, they want to hold an 
outdoor barbeque.

Fish Friday and Sunday roasts remain 
very busy. Along with a variety of Tring 
Beers, they have added Estrella Dam and 
IPA Neck Oil. Keep up-to-date with ad hoc 
events such as Vintage Skittles on www.
fullmoonpub.info.

The White Lion will carry on with its 
popular Mediterranean cuisine. They will 
present a refreshed menu beginning on 28 
April. On Saturday 6 May, they will show 
the Coronation pageant on their screen 
in the bar. The pub will announce further 
special occasions on their social media sites 
as and when they arise.

Bill Ingram
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CURVACEOUS COOK

Excruciating Chocolate Pudding
I was trying to think of a chocolate recipe for Easter when looking through my late mum-in-law’s recipe 
box and found this. It came from a magazine and, judging by the print and spots all over it, it was some 

time ago, so I can’t credit it, but I love the name.
It says that eaten warm from the oven with double cream must be the nearest thing to Heaven, so has to 

be worth a go! It can be made in advance and then warmed in a low oven.

Serves 8
50g butter

50g plain chocolate
110g self-raising flour

1 heaped tsp baking powder
175g caster sugar

150 ml milk
50g granulated sugar

50g soft dark brown sugar
2 heaped tbs cocoa powder

Preheat the oven to 350/180/4
Put butter and chocolate in a small basin in a pan of warm water and melt over very low heat. (I would 

probably melt the chocolate in the microwave, then add the butter to melt into it.)
Put flour, baking powder and caster sugar into a bowl and stir in the chocolate and butter mix and milk. 

Beat until smooth then pour into shallow ovenproof dish.
Mix the granulated sugar, dark sugar and cocoa and sprinkle over the top.

Pour over 150 ml water, then carefully place in the oven for about 45 minutes until the top is crispy and 
the bottom is gooey and fudge like

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com

V  V  V

100 Club 
winners 

Cholesbury Village Hall

February 2023
£15 David Hawkes, Buckland Common 

£10  Mike Fletcher, Cholesbury

March 2023
£25 Liz Green, Cholesbury 

£15 Nick Butterworth, St Leonards.

For membership, please contact  
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email  

jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

St Leonards Parish Hall

February 2023
£25 Nicki Tullett, Buckland Common 

£15 Jo Smith, Buckland Common 
£15 Malcolm Angell, Buckland Common

March 2023
£15  Eileen Riley, Buckland Common 

£15 John Horn, St Leonards

For membership, please contact  
Richard Leat on 758784  

or email leatrj@yahoo.co.uk.

V  V  V
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Hilltop News

We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the June/July edition should 
be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne 
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 15 May 
latest. Please note that photos sent online 
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.

Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449  
grahamlnc@aol.com

Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700  
anne@churchcottage.uk

Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  
annhorn272@gmail.com

Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  
info@michaelspark.com

Distribution 
Rosemary Pearce 758334

Printing 
Orbit Press, Chesham  01494 778053 
info@orbitpress.co.uk

Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making 
and is funded by advertising.




