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Coronation celebrations

The Hilltop Villages were decked with 

union flags again to celebrate the 

Coronation of King Charles III on 6th 

May. Over the Bank Holiday weekend 

parties and picnics were held and a 

commemorative tree-planting ceremony 

took place on the Common.

On Tuesday 9th May five trees were 
planted on Cholesbury Common to 
commemorate the occasion. Three wild 
service trees and two field maples were 
suggested by our woodland advisor as 
most suitable for the site. Children from 
our villages were chosen to represent our 
community by helping at the tree-planting. 
Each child received a memento of the 
occasion. More on this in the Commons 
Preservation report in this issue…

Commemorative mugs, specially 
commissioned by the Parish Council and 
the Good Neighbours Group, have also 
been given to local children to mark the 
Coronation.

We do hope everyone in the Hilltop 
Villages enjoyed the event and managed 
to celebrate in style despite the occasional 
rainy spells.

Our next village event is the annual 
Fete at St Leonards, which takes place on 
Saturday 3rd June – just about when this 
issue of Hilltop News is due to be delivered 
to you. We look forward to another large 
gathering of fun-seekers!

Front cover 
Our youngsters capture the mood of the 
special occasion…

In this issue we look back on the 
Coronation celebrations which took place 
in the Hilltops for the Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II in 1953 – and did we celebrate!

Also in this issue

•  In his Nature Notes, Chris Brown delves 
into the tradition of commemorative 
tree-planting – and one tree in particular.

•  Our Curvaceous Cook works wonders 
with stored bottled apples.

…plus all the news from our churches, 
school, pubs, clubs, councils and societies.

From toddlers to teenagers: our village children 
encourage new trees to grow

It is with much sadness we write of the 
sudden death in Nepal of Phil Vallance. 
His funeral took place at St Leonards on 
5th May and a full tribute will appear in 
our next issue.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Changes within the Parish Council
In recent months, there have seen 
significant changes to the membership of 
the Parish Council after Cllr Chris Brown 
resigned as Chair and Councillor at our April 
meeting. Vice-Chairman Cllr Bill Ingram 
stepped into the role as Interim Chair and 
remains in the post until the May AGM 
when a Chair and Vice-Chair will be elected 
for a period of one year.

What is a Parish Council?
It is a separate legal, corporate entity, and is 
the local authority closest to the Electorate. 
First created by the Local Government Act 
of 1894 in most rural areas, the current 
consolidated legislation is that of 1972.

A Parish Council also provides services 
for the local people. In Cholesbury-cum-
St Leonards these services include the 
management and maintenance of the 
allotments and The Green at Buckland 
Common.  Like any statutory body it can 
only do the things for which the law or any 
governing regulation empowers them.

Vacancies on the Parish Council
The Parish Council has seven councillor 
positions, and currently we only have four 
filled. It is vital for the parish that we fill 
these positions, so the Parish Council can 
continue to support our local community.

Why would I want to be a Parish 
Councillor?
There are many reasons why you might like 
to become a councillor:
•  to make a difference and help shape the 

future of the local community
•  supporting your local area and wanting to 

ensure the community gets the services it 
requires

•  to represent the views of local people 
and ensure that community interests are 
listened to and considered when decisions 
are made

• to contribute your skills
• to contribute to your community

The role of parish councillor is voluntary 
and extremely rewarding. With no more 
than 10 meetings of just over an hour long 
each year, being a councillor is not time 
consuming. If you would like to find out 
more information on becoming a parish 
councillor, please contact Hayley Farrelly 
(clerk) for more information via parishclerk.
ccslpc@gmail.com.

The Green at Buckland Common
The Parish Council discusses the schedule for 
cutting the Green annually at their October 
meeting. In September 2022 (minute 5577) 
some residents raised the question about 
more frequent cutting to take place to 
allow for families and children to use the 
area, which had been difficult in previous 
years due to the uncut nature of the area.  

 The Parish Council took into 
consideration these comments, as well as 
views from other residents, at their October 
meeting (minute 5595) and agreed to a 
more regular cutting schedule for 2023.

Your Parish Councillors are:

Bill Ingram (Vice-Chairman) -758258 

Philip Matthews - 758205 

Graham Kersting - 758319 

Oliver Maury – 758015

Buckinghamshire Councillors:

Patricia Birchley - 07714 704017 

Jane MacBean - 07812 177794

Mohammad Fayyaz – 0777 202 7829

Buckinghamshire Council:

Contact number:  0300 131 6000

The Parish Council is constrained by 
various legislation governing how the 
Green must be maintained. The relevant 
laws are Inclosure Act 1857, Commons Act 
1876 and Commons Registration Act 1965. 
Our Parish Council is the registered owner 
of a ‘Village Green’ in the meaning of those 
laws.

Those laws mandate that the owner 
of a Village Green must maintain it in a 
way that makes it available to members 
of the public ‘as a place of exercise and 
recreation’. Legal interpretations have 
clarified that this condition extends to 
encompass ‘lawful sports and pastimes’ to 
the exclusion of other alternative uses. 

Meetings
Parish Council meetings take place at 
6.30pm at St Leonards Parish Hall. The next 
meeting date is Tuesday 20 June 2023.

Please contact me if you have any questions 
or need to report anything.

Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk 07704 909324  

parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com 
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You know how you always think twice 

before parking your car under a tree? I 

mean, there’s just too many pigeons in 

the world and they love to sit on branches 

cooing and doing on your paintwork. 

Imagine, then, a school hall full of owls 

and raptors. Fair play to H&C staff for 

giving the kids the opportunity to see 

these wonderful creatures at close quarters 

regardless of the risks to the nicely waxed 

parquet floor. 

How exciting to hear the beating 
wings of birds of prey indoors. Is it 
loud? I don’t know. The only other 

time I’ve seen a bird of prey inside was a 
hawk in reception at work. He was waiting 
for the correct conditions to clear the 
pigeons from the outside of the building. 
Well, his handler was waiting - the bird 
wasn’t on his own. And nor were the owls 
and raptors at school. Health and safety first.

At home we have been rehearsing ‘Them 
Dancing Bones’ for Year 3’s assembly. I 
enjoy comparing education now to way 
back. When I was at school it was ‘dry 
bones’ not ‘dancing bones’. Perhaps these 
adjectives could serve as a comparison 
between education now and in my day. But 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL

is there also a sense that as an image ‘dry 
bones’ is too forensic… a bit grave robbery? 
Are we trying to protect our children from 
such horrors? Is this censorship? Have dry 
bones been cancelled?! Rather than let my 
reactionary fears take over, I thought I’d 
educate myself. 

Turns out the original words are 
Biblical in source. Originally, the song was 
a spiritual composed by James Weldon 
Johnson and first recorded by the Famous 
Myers Jubilee Singers in 1928. The lyrics 
were inspired by the Book of Ezekiel. In 
Chapter 37, the prophet has a vision of 
the Valley of the Dry Bones, which sounds 
like somewhere Indiana Jones might be 
dodging booby traps, but is exactly what 
it sounds like - a pile of bones in a big old 
hole. In the vision, the bones reassemble 
themselves and come back to life. 

Now that I know the context, I am 
delighted by the dancing bones in the 
new version. After all, if bones could be 
resurrected then surely the first thing 
them bones would do is have a bit of a 
boogie. And working dancing into the song 
provides the perfect opportunity to have 
a stanza consisting entirely of the word 
‘wiggle’. And you can well imagine the 
move that accompanied that stanza during 
the assembly. Anything but dry. The old 
ways are not necessarily the best.

Finally, as I write, H&C are preparing for 
the Spring Fair, which includes a celebration 
of King Charles III’s Coronation. As part 
of the celebrations, all the children drew 
designs for a commemorative mug. Then 
a very serious delegation of local parents 
brought to bear their innate wisdom and 
hard-won experience to select the final 
design. Big shout out to all concerned, and 
to Oliver Maury for coordinating efforts 
(see separate article and photos of mugs).

Rob Scott

THE COUNTY COUNCIL
On 27 April, 

Chesham & Villages 

Community Board 

held an Engagement 

Event attended 

by around 80 

local residents 

and organisations 

(including the Parish 

Council) to question 

panellists on local issues and meet the 

winners of the Proud of Bucks awards for 

community service. 

A cake was baked to celebrate the 
first event of its kind and after tea 
we were royally entertained by 

classical music from our Ukrainian friends. 
During 2022/23 the Community Board has 
spent all its funding locally, supported by 
£1.10 of match funding for every pound 
spent. I have appreciated support from Ross 
Tackley, the Board Manager, and Cllr Jane 
MacBean, the Vice-Chairman, during the 
year bringing momentum and insight to 
our meetings.

‘Pump it up and make a start to a 
healthy heart’ is a local campaign being 
run in May by the Council. It encourages 
us to cut the risk of cardiovascular disease 
by getting into the habit of checking our 
hearts regularly by assessing our Body Mass 
Index, blood pressure, heart rate, body 
composition, perceived stress and alcohol 
intake. Health stations have been set up in 
some libraries and I will be happy to speak 
to Public Health colleagues about more 
testing in Chesham if people come forward. 
May is also National Walking Month and 
whilst many of us enjoy exercising in the 
Chilterns AONB, the Council’s Simply Walk 
initiative organises excellent weekly walks 
across the county.

The Police & Crime Commissioner has 
said that neighbourhood Police officers 
are set to double over the coming year 
as Thames Valley passed the 5000 mark. 
Fortunately, Buckinghamshire is one of the 
safest places to live but increasing officers 
in frontline neighbourhood roles, building 
trust in the community, is something we’d 
all say ‘yes’ to.

A greater depth of knowledge focussing 
on known hotspots and known offenders 
with patrols on foot and in vehicles to 
prevent crime is to be welcomed.

I have very much enjoyed my year as 
Vice-Chairman of the Council attending 
many events, several of them in the 
Chilterns. I have put myself forward 
for Chairman in the coming year. This 
would be the second time I have chaired 
Buckinghamshire Council and enables me 
to support community projects and raise 
money for local causes.

The exam season is here and I wish 
all our young people and their excellent 
teachers every success this summer.

Please let me know if I can raise your 
concerns with officers at County Hall.

Cllr Patricia Birchley 
Chiltern Ridges Division, Buckinghamshire 
Council Patricia.Birchley@buckinghamshire.
gov.uk 07714 704017
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We are grateful to the Good Neighbours 
Group, the Village Hall Committee, H&C 
Cricket Club and Cholesbury Cum St 
Leonards Local History Group who have 
contributed to the costs of the trees, the 
necessary groundwork and protecting 
the trees from deer. If you would like to 
contribute you may do so on our website 
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org 
under HCCPS donations. If you are paying 
by Bank Transfer, please give your name as 
reference plus trees. Alternatively, please 
send an email to our treasurer to clarify 
what the donation is for.

Presentation by John Morris
After the tree planting members then 
went to the Village Hall for a presentation 
on Trees on Hawridge and Cholesbury 
Commons by John Morris. This was an 
excellent presentation. John pointed out 
that it is easy to become disheartened by the 
numbers of ash trees which are having to be 
felled because of ash dieback and indeed by 
the prospect of other potential tree diseases. 
However, John explained that though ash 
is the predominant species here now, this 
was not always the case and, of course, 

until about eighty years ago our Commons 
were predominantly grassland. He pointed 
out that when ash trees are removed then 
some other species will grow up to take 
their place. He did not advocate re-planting 
and discussed the difference in policy now 
as opposed to dealing with Dutch elm 
disease some sixty years ago. Then it was 
thought best to remove all the affected trees 
whereas the current thinking on ash dieback 
is only to remove those which pose a threat 
to roads and buildings and where possible to 
leave mature ash in situ. 

However, people should be discouraged 
from getting too close to them by allowing 
natural growth such as brambles to grow 
around their base and, where necessary, by 
re-routing paths. This means that some ash 
may well survive but the trees need to be 
monitored on a regular basis, which is what 
happens here when Christine and John 
walk the Commons regularly twice a year.

Apparently, the main danger in felling 
ash is to the tree fellers since they can be 
very unpredictable in the ways in which 
they split and in how they fall. Fortunately, 
there are remarkable machines which make 
this work safer.

HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Commemorative trees
On Tuesday 9th May we planted five trees 
opposite the dewpond on Cholesbury 
Common to commemorate the Coronation 
of King Charles III and Queen Camilla. These 
are three wild service trees and two field 
maples, which were suggested by John 
Morris, our woodland advisor, as suitable 
for the site and to enhance the Commons in 
spring and autumn.

The ground was prepared and the trees 
were planted in the morning by James 

Jolliffe and his team and this was followed 
in the evening by a little ceremony to 
mark the occasion. Fourteen children from 
toddlers to teenagers were chosen by 
various groups in the villages to represent 
us as a community and each child was given 
a little pot of soil to pour on the trees to 
encourage them to grow.

Afterwards, each child received a 
little memento of the occasion. For the 
younger children this was a copy of Michael 
Morpurgo’s book ‘The Boy who would be 
King’ which was presented by Chris Brown 
and Paddy Thomas on behalf of the Hilltop 
Villages Good Neighbours Group who 
donated the books. The older children 
received a book token. Our thanks to Paddy 
Thomas who inscribed the bookplates with 
each child’s name and to Sam Holland who 
designed the bookplate.

After the presentations, we were joined 
by various members of the Hilltop Voices 
who helped us all sing God Save the King 
accompanied by Eva Thorarinsdottir and 
Nick Bootiman of Echor. Fortunately, the 
weather was reasonable until the last few 
minutes!
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AGM
After John’s talk the AGM was held. 
This was our first meeting in spring. 
Unfortunately, the weather was almost 
as bad as it often was in November but 
hopefully this is a one-off!

The Treasurer’s Report, Chairman’s 
Report and Minutes of our 55th AGM can 
now be read on our website. However, in 
brief, Philip Prettejohn was able to confirm 
that the Society remains in good shape 
financially thanks to steady memberships 
and fundraising efforts such as the sales and 
sponsorships of the calendars, our ever-
popular cards, Janet’s ‘Don’t frighten the 
Horses’ sessions and the pre-Christmas sale 
of cakes. This will enable us to contribute 
to Christine’s work on ash dieback. Philip 
has not asked us to raise our membership 
fees which remain at £10 per individual and 
£20 per family as they have done for well 
over a decade. However, he did encourage 
everyone to tell newcomers to the villages 

about our work and how membership of the 
Society represents extremely good value.

In Mark’s Chairman’s report, he was 
also able to report that the maintenance 
work on the Commons continues smoothly 
thanks to regular inspections by Christine 
and Janet and to the work which James 
does as a result. Mark reported that, in 
the two and a half years since he took 
over as Chairman, he had not had a single 
complaint about the maintenance work on 
the Commons. This surely must be some 
kind of record? But is almost certainly 
because James has the skills and equipment 
to deal efficiently with a range of problems 
as they occur.

Mark was also able to advise that many 
experts in their fields had visited over 
the last 18 months and their findings are 
encouraging that here, at least, nature is 
flourishing.

Mark went on to thank many people 
on the Committee and in the community 

Out for a duck?
Tawny chick ringed

at large who continue to make possible 
our work in maintaining the Commons as 
a diverse and enjoyable place to be for our 
wildlife as well as for human users. We are 
very fortunate.

BORG visit
After their visit in February, which was 
reported in the last issue of Hilltop News, 
BORG have returned twice. On the first of 
these visits, they reported that they had 
found tawny owls in each of the boxes on 
the Commons and they were astonished to 
find an old box occupied by a strange bird! 
Steve Thomas, BORG’s photographer was 
able to capture this image as it flew out. 
Yes, it is a female mandarin duck!

On a visit on 12 May, they were able 
to ring the little tawny chicks on the 
Commons. So far there are no signs of 
kestrel eggs on Christine’s farmland though 
the adults are using the box. Lynne and 
Clare were excited to hear what they 
thought was a tree pipit in the hedge near 
to the kestrel box. I hope that our barn 
owls are late in breeding since they would 
be having problems feeding their young 
at present. They cannot hunt in the rain as 
their feathers become waterlogged.

Greetings cards
I have four new cards as well as an array of 
others (see our website). Once again, we 
are grateful to the photographers Steve 
Thomas, Andy Harris and Susie Mitchell 
and artist, Jill Try. Cards remain £1.25 each 
or 5 for £5 and may be ordered from me 
lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk

Lindsay Griffin
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CHOLESBURY CUM ST LEONARDS HORT SOC

I hope now the weather is kind and tender 

annuals can be safely planted out. I have a 

greenhouse full of pelargoniums waiting to 

be planted out in pots to give their reliable 

colourful display.

Runner beans can be planted out now 
the chance of frost is over but will 
need protection from pigeons, etc 

until they are established. I run a 2ft of wire 
netting around my bean row which seems 
to keep them off.

Sweetpeas, which are so rewarding, also 
need support and dead-heading regularly 
to keep them flowering and also regular 
feeding with Growmore. 

I’ve noticed that several “old reliables” 
such as hardy salvias have not survived 
the winter for the first time due to heavy 
frost in December. However, they are much 
easier to find in Garden Centres now so I 
shall restock and plan to take more cuttings 
in the autumn.

We hope you have enjoyed some of 
our earlier events and outings and have 
come back with new ideas as to what 
you can enter in the Annual Show, which 
will be at the school on Saturday 2nd 
September. Schedules can be downloaded 
from our Cholesbury website or from Angie 
Bettison on 757088, who is now our Show 
Secretary should you have any queries 
about entries.     

As well as the Horticultural Show classes 
you can enter the Craft Classes: Domestic 
Flower Arranging (you can use bought 
flowers) and Photography. Please support 
us to keep this traditional show on the 
road, which was started in 1937.

Diana Garner has her garden open under 
the NGS until the end of July. Do come 
and bring your friends to enjoy her large 
well-stocked garden with many unusual 

trees and shrubs and explore the woodland 
areas. Teas are available. Please email Diana 
on montana@cholesbury.net to book your 
place and support this very worthwhile 
charity.

Sadly, the family-run Batchelors Nursery 
has closed, which we all used for many 
years. However, although a bit further away 
but well worth a visit is Shantocks Nursery 
in Shantock Lane, Bovingdon  HP30NG. 
Phone: 01442 967442. I visited that Nursery 
recently and they have so many plants, 
shrubs and even trees. The prices are 
reasonable, the plants excellent and there is 
so much choice. You do need a good map, 
though, or Sat Nav to find Shantocks.

Liz Firth
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CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

Hopefully now we are enjoying 
lovely summer weather, especially 
as we celebrate our 43rd birthday 

in July with a picnic on the playing field 
underneath the hornbeam sapling which 
we had planted for our 40th birthday and 
which has now grown into a fine tree. 

Come along and join us if you would 
like to! Monthly meetings are held in St 
Leonards Parish Hall on the third Monday 
of each month at 7.30pm. Carol Henry is 
our President and can be contacted on 
01494 758435. In the meantime, once again 
the WI will be serving the renowned teas 
and manning the cake stall at St Leonards 
fete on 3rd June. Of course, the WI is 
famous for making cakes but we cannot 
make enough to supply the number that 
are needed for the fete, so we are making 
a plea for volunteers to donate cakes. If 
anyone has some time to spare on the day, 
to help, we would be very pleased to hear 
from you.

Hilary Sheppard

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH
Jack Duggan (Police, 

Media Officer, Thames 

Valley) says: “Thank you 

to everyone who safely 

celebrated the Coronation across the 

Thames Valley. Hundreds of our dedicated 

officers and staff worked tirelessly to 

support numerous community events 

across Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 

Oxfordshire, including The Big Coronation 

Lunch and The Big Help Out events”.

Knife amnesty
Our area is not particularly noted for its 
high knife crime but in case you are aware 
of anyone who may be in possession of a 
bladed weapon, there is a knife amnesty. 
The bins are available to use all year 
round and you can dispose of your knives 
anonymously. 

Knife amnesty bins are located in the 
following police stations: Aylesbury, 
Wendover Road, HP21 7LA. High Wycombe, 
Queen Victoria Road, HP11 1BE. Milton 
Keynes, 302 North Row, Witan Gate East, 
MK9 2DS.

Cyber security
Advice to help you from falling victim to 
one of these fraudsters.

What is a PayPal scam?
PayPal scams are carried out through fake 
emails or links to a fake PayPal site that 
asks you to enter personal payment details. 
Scammers often use social engineering 
tactics to persuade users to click fake PayPal 
links and enter their credit card details 
or send them money. Generally, PayPal 
is a safe online payment system because 
end-to-end encryption and two-factor 
authentication secure transactions. 

How do I know if the PayPal email is genuine? 
PayPal sends emails only for payment 
notifications, receipts, and promotional 
purposes. Any emails that PayPal does send 
out will address you by name, rather than 
an impersonal address like “Dear User.” 
The primary email address for PayPal is 
paypal@ mail.paypal.com, and this is the 
address that’s usually used to send account 
statements and notifications of changes 
and PayPal sends receipts using service@
paypal.com. (The email address paypal.me 
is also a legitimate domain). 

What are the most common PayPal scams? 
PayPal scammers have a lot of different 
ways to scam unsuspecting users on the 
online payment platform. Like all scams, 
they use social engineering tactics to trick 
you into thinking the order or payment is 
real. Below are the most common PayPal 
scams to watch out for… • Phishing scams 
• Overpayment scams • Shipping address 
scams • Advance-payment scams • Fake or 
hacked account scams • Fake payment scams 

What to do if you are scammed
If you think you’re the victim of a PayPal 
scam secure your account immediately and 
change your account password to something 
strong and secure and notify PayPal if you’ve 
lost money because of the scam – sometimes 
they’ll refund you. Go to PayPal’s Resolution 
Centre to report the scam. 

Finally, report the scam to the police, 
although it will do little to help recover 

your funds after a scam, it may help prevent 
the scammer from striking again in the 
future.

Always verify the authenticity of each 
email and transaction before you share 
personal or financial information, or before 
you send goods to a buyer. Additionally, 
follow these basic steps…
•  Check for spelling errors or an unusual 

domain in the email address, such as. vip, 
. gdn, .win

•  Be sceptical - if something seems too good 
to be true, it probably is

•  Don’t click links in emails appearing to 
be from PayPal, instead log in to PayPal 
directly and go from there

•  Don’t use delivery services you’re not 
familiar with

•  Don’t share personal information such as 
passwords or other login data

•  Sign up for PayPal’s Seller Protection 
Program for additional fraud protection if 
you’re an online seller

Stay safe… 
Erin Thwaites (758079)
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As anyone passing may 

have seen, the cricket 

season is well underway 

on the Common. The 

ground preparations 

have meant that we 

have been able to 

make a prompt start 

and the actual track is pretty hard for this 

time of the year. The Sunday team have 

already had three matches, all the Junior 

sections have been training and we have 

also hosted Bucks Over 60s XI against 

Oxfordshire.

We have many players at all levels 
returning to the club and have 
welcomed new members, which 

is fantastic. Senior nets are on a Wednesday 
night, Colts (11–16-year-olds) train on 
a Thursday and if you are passing on a 
Saturday morning you will see full training 
sessions for the All Stars (5–8-year-olds) 
and Dynamos (8-10s). One of the Club’s key 
policies is to promote cricket for everyone: 
boys and girls. Whether picking up a bat 

or ball for the first time or honing their 
skills from past experience, it has been 
heartening to see so many young players 
involved in training, working with our 
experienced coaching team and enjoying 
themselves.

This year our Saturday 1st XI are playing 
in the Mid Bucks Division One and will play 
nine other local teams home and away. 
Unfortunately, the opening match was 
cancelled due to rain. On Sundays, at the 
time of writing, we have played three, with 
two reaching a conclusion, losing to Hemel 
Hempstead 2nd XI and beating our friends 
Calypsonians CC. This proved to be the 
match of the season so far with the visitors 
setting H&CCC 158 for victory. At 40 for 3 
off 20 overs victory seemed a long way off 
but fine batting displays from Tom Aston 
(61 not out) and George Kerr (49) took the 
team to a memorable win. Earlier, a fine 
display of spin bowling from Zac Morris had 
set the tone for the victory. As far as the 
Sunday team goes we are fortunate to have 
many clubs continuing to want to play at 
our ground and the fixture list for Sunday 

HAWRIDGE & CHOLESBURY CRICKET CLUB friendlies continues to grow. 
Being part of the community here in 

the Hilltop Villages is another of our key 
drivers. We were delighted to be part of 
the Heritage Day in March and a couple 
of our younger members, Isabelle and Zac, 
helped plant the trees to commemorate the 
Coronation of King Charles III on 9th May. 
We are planning two events next month 
with an 80s Music night on Saturday 17 
June and a Music/Picnic at the Clubhouse on 
Saturday 24 June. For further information 
for both these events please email the 
cricket club at secretary@hawridgecricket.
co.uk. 

As part of the community, we are also 
lending the ground to Chenies and Bucks 
for some of their matches. For a full fixture 
list and other information about our 
cricket club please see our website: www.
hawridgecholesbury.play-cricket.com . 

Sean Robinson, Chairman

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions

01442 890184
07909 542149

annmalvern@sky.com
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Rodney Culverhouse
Nearly 50 members of the Culverhouse 

family and their friends gathered at St 

Leonards Church in April for a memorial 

service to celebrate the life of Rodney ‘Rod’ 

Culverhouse.

Rod, who along with the rest of the 
six Culverhouse children, attended 
the former St Leonards primary 

school, was the second son of Edward John 
Culverhouse, who was headmaster at St 
Leonard’s from the mid-1930s to the early 
1950s, and his wife Elfreda.

Rod died unexpectedly, aged 82, in April 
2020 but with the country in lockdown 
because of the pandemic, his funeral was 
restricted to just a handful of his closest 
family. Three years to the month of his 
passing, family members organised a 
befitting memorial service conducted by 
the Rev Chris Haywood.

In their eulogies, his younger brother 
Jonathan spoke of Rod’s love of football 
and cycling, his middle son Rohan spoke 
of the dad who liked nothing better than 
getting up on cold Sunday mornings to go 
and cheer on his grandchildren at sports 
meetings, and his granddaughter Rosie 
fondly recalled Rod’s aversion to paying his 
parking fines!

After leaving school in 1954 Rod joined 
the RAF and was a member of their 
gymnastics team, touring the country. After 
serving for eight years, he returned home 
to train as a teacher. For most of the 60s 
he taught sport at the old Gemain Street 
secondary modern school in Chesham 
before trying his hand in the world of 
commerce. As a keen sportsman, opening 
a sports shop seemed the obvious next step 
and so was born Sport of Chesham, later to 
become Fastbreak.

For the next 45 years he became one 
of Chesham’s most loved and respected 
characters, often to be seen out and about 

in the High Street chatting to friends and 
customers, many of whom were his former 
pupils. His son Rohan warmly recalled one 
Cheshamite commenting that it was a lot 
quicker to walk from one end of the High 
Street to the other now that Rod was no 
longer there!

Rod’s ultimate accolade was being 
awarded the Freedom of Chesham for his 
services to the community, an honour he 
proudly displayed in this photo.

Rod’s unexpected death has deprived his 
family and friends of a much-loved brother, 
uncle, husband, father and grandfather. But 
they take some consolation from knowing 
he died doing what he loved best, taking a 
Sunday bike ride.
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American summer  
at Stocks!

We are absolutely thrilled to 
tell you that we are planning 
another summer party at Stocks 

Golf Club on 2 July! This year, we move 
north from Latin America to take you on a 
spectacular journey of the rich and diverse 
history of music from the United States. We 
will perform a selection of our favourite 
classical works by American composers and 
of course include the classic arrangements 
of legendary songwriters Cole Porter and 
George Gershwin. 

To make this event extra special, 
our string quintet will be joined by the 
phenomenal singer, Alice Zawadski, who 
will undoubtedly send us all off to the land 
of dreams with her stunning voice. 

The head chef at Stocks will prepare 
US-themed cocktails and canapes to 
accompany the concert. However, after last 
year’s success I believe the chef has quite a 
challenge ahead, putting an elegant spin 
on burgers and hot dogs! 

For more information and to book 
tickets, please visit our website www.
echormusic.com.

We look forward to celebrating the end 
of our second season with you. Thank you 
all for your continued support!

Eva Thorarinsdottir,  
Creative Director of Echor Music

Coronation mugs
Together with Cholesbury-cum-St 

Leonards Parish Council, the Hilltop 
Villages Good Neighbours Group 

have commissioned Commemorative 
Coronation Mugs for Buckland Common, 
Cholesbury, Hawridge and St Leonards. 
The mugs are illustrated on one side with 
a portrait of King Charles III, chosen from 
designs painted by children at Hawridge 
& Cholesbury CE School, and on the other 
side is the new King Charles III Coronation 
cipher. 

The mugs are being distributed to 
younger children in our villages, from new-
born babies up to and including children 
in this year’s Primary School Year 6. All 
children attending Hawridge & Cholesbury 
CE School have received theirs. If you 
live in Buckland Common, Cholesbury, 
Hawridge or St Leonards and your child/
children is aged up to Primary School Year 
6, and does not attend the local primary 
school and you have not already received 
a free mug for your child/children please 
get in touch by emailing: mugscholesbury@
btinternet.com .

Coronation mugs, ideal for a cup of tea 
or coffee, are also available for sale at £7 
on a strictly ‘first-come first-served’ basis. If 
you are interested in purchasing one before 
all the remaining stock of mugs are sold, 
email: mugscholesbury@btinternet.com. 
Please contact us ASAP before they are all 
gone!

Chris Brown 
Hilltop Villages Good Neighbours Group 
01494 758890

I cannot believe that we are already at the end of our second season of concerts! It seems 

like only yesterday when we were wrapping up our first at Stocks Golf Club with our 

‘Latin Summer’ concert and a nice glass of chilled Sangria. 
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First and foremost he was presented 
with a bible. Its presentation before 
any of the regalia reminds us all, as 

well as The King, that he is called to govern 
with good conscience in the sight of God. 
In the Oaths he swore a commitment to 
maintain the Laws of God and the true 
profession of the Gospel, which he has 
symbolically just received. Furthermore, 
Archbishop Justin Welby started his 
sermon by stating that the purpose of the 
gathering was to crown a King and crown 
a king to serve, informed and modelled 
by Jesus himself. Indeed, the whole service 
emphasised the King as the servant of the 
Sovereign God, and of God’s anointed Son, 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour and Servant of all.

When it comes to service and sacrifice, 
Jesus is our example and guide. Indeed, as 
Jesus himself declares - He is the way, the 
truth and the life and the only way to the 
father. He is the true way of life and the 
true way to life.

It is a way of life all of us are invited to 
enter into. Jesus, through his life of service 
and sacrifice, invites each of us to surrender 
to his Lordship and serve God. We can all 
choose God’s way and live in accordance 
with His true way of life if we submit to 
His Sovereignty. Like our newly coronated 
King, we can say to the King of Kings, God 
Himself, ‘give grace that in thy service I may 
find perfect freedom’. For it is the truth of 

the Gospel that through submission we find 
freedom and through sacrificing our will 
to the will of God, that we are liberated to 
new life.

Through such submission there is 
promise beyond measure, joy beyond 
dreams, true hope that endures and an 
openness to the transforming love of God 
made manifest and available to us in Jesus, 
The Way, The Truth and The Life, the only 
way to true life with God.

Such service is only bearable by the Spirit 
of God, who gives us the strength to give 
our lives to others, drawing us to love in 
action, which was symbolised by the King’s 
anointing: perhaps the most moving part of 
the service.

It is at Pentecost (which we celebrated 
on Sunday 28 May) that we celebrate the 
bestowing of the Holy Spirit to help us to 
live according to God’s will and purpose. 
If we are open to His will He bestows His 
Spirit on us to live in us and help us live 
God’s way. God doesn’t leave us on our 
own but commits Himself to living with 
us (in His incarnation) and in us (through 
His gift of the Spirit). Our God is one who 
is intimately involved in our lives and in 
helping us to live well.

God Bless

From Revd. Chris Haywood…
It was wonderful to mark King Charles III’s Coronation at a 

Commemorative service at St Leonards. Taking our theme from 

the coronation service itself the previous day we reflected on our 

new King’s committing himself, through prayers and oaths, to 

follow the Lord he serves in a life of loving service in his role as 

Monarch.

I teach private in person one-to-one sessions  
and regular online classes. 

The classes are about self-discovery – working with gravity 
and the breath to release tension  
and move with ease, nourishing mind and body.

For more information  
email: michaelsparkyoga@gmail.com  
or call 07973 152825
www.michaelsparkyoga.com

Yoga
“These classes allow  
my nervous system  
to settle and 
recalibrate.  
I always feel relaxed,  
restored and 
energised after the 
classes.”
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F R O M  T H E  R E G I S T E R S
CHOLESBURY

Baptism
23 April 2023 Olive Emilia Scatley

ST LEONARDS
Funeral

5 May 2023 Philip Thomas Vallance

C H U R C H  M A T T E R SC H U R C H  M A T T E R S

CHOLESBURY CHOLESBURY 

TThe Walk of 
Witness on 
Good Friday 

from St Leonards 
to Cholesbury took 
place with changes 
to the route and 
the texts but hymns were preserved. A 
different and smaller Cross was used that 
some passing motorists may have missed. 
Chris then led a thoughtful Meditation in 
Cholesbury church.

Harriet and Jack Scatley brought Olive, 
their first child, for baptism on St George’s 
Day. Jack is originally from Little Missenden 
and Harriet was baptised and lived in 
The Lee. Their first home was in Great 
Missenden but about three years ago they 
moved to Horseshoe Cottages in Buckland 
Common. 

Many friends, including children, 
joined them to outnumber the regular 
congregation and fill the church for a very 
happy occasion. Martin Paxton played the 
hymns, including ‘I danced in the morning’ 
with his usual cheerfulness and family 

HAWRIDGEHAWRIDGE

JJust in time for the 
Annual Parish Church 
Meeting on 2nd May, 

the final piece (we hope) 
of the work to make the 
Church roof/ceiling safe 
and watertight was completed by Steven 
Atkins, who reset the ridge tiles and replaced 
the various missing tiles.  

At the meeting, the annual accounts for 
the Church for 2022 were approved and 
adopted, having previously been signed off 
by our Independent Examiner. Elizabeth 
Tomlin, as the only nominee for the office 
of Churchwarden, was re-elected to office 
and she will attend the ‘Presentation’ 
service in due course, to be sworn in by the 
Bishop. No other nominee was put forward 
to join Tim Watts as a member of the PCC 
and he was re-elected both to the PCC 
and to office as Hon Secretary and as Hon 
Treasurer. The Rector gave his report which 
now joins the papers previously circulated.

Mike Penn, to whom the Parish is 
grateful for all his work over a good 
number of years as Independent Examiner 
of the Church accounts, feels that this is 
perhaps for the last time he can do this for 

us. The Parish would be grateful to hear 
from any suitably qualified local resident 
who would be prepared to act in this role in 
future years. It is not a particularly onerous 
role and would be a diversion in February 
from the winter weather!  

The Easter Sunday service for the 
Hilltops was this year at Hawridge which 
attracted a good congregation including 
several children. Sunday service the 
following week, being the third Sunday in 
the month, was again at St Mary’s and was 
followed by the second recital in the series 
being given by Eva Thorarinsdottir of Echor 
Music of J S Bach’s solo violin music.  She 
played, and spoke about, the Partita No1 
to the good audience who, mostly, arrived 
after the earlier service!

While the Coronation Commemoration 
Service was at St Leonards, Hawridge 
(Church and village) participated actively 
in the celebrations, with the Church 
nominating one of the children taking part 
in the commemorative tree planting on the 
Commons. If only the weather had joined in 
for the whole weekend.

friends read the lessons. The address was 
given by Rev. Matthew Routledge who is 
serving his curacy at Wendover and Chris 
Haywood shared the Cholesbury custom 
of pouring water using a pilgrim’s shell. 
Harriet much appreciated the flowers 
that decorated the church for this lovely 
service. Olive arrived with a pretty garland 
of flowers round her head but this 
disappeared during the service!

We marked the Coronation on 6th 
May with a 9am ringing of St Laurence’s 
bell. Eight volunteers came along and the 
novices rapidly learnt the art. 

Cholesbury church were delighted to 
take part in the Commons Preservation 
Society historic scheme to plant five trees 

Baptism of Olive Scatley

Helpers at the Coronation tree planting



28 Hilltop News Hilltop News 29

to mark the Coronation. Two of our 
children, Matthew (age 10) and Bess (8) 
Harrison, formerly of Buckland Common 
and currently attending H&C School, 
symbolically helped plant two trees. 
Matthew planted a field maple on behalf of 
Cholesbury Church. Bess, who was baptised 
in 2015 in St Laurence church, planted on 
behalf of the Women’s Institute.

ST LEONARDSST LEONARDS

EEaster is the most 
important time 
in the Church 

Calendar and the 
Hilltop Churches 
laid out a united Holy Week and 
Easter Day Program. Although we did not 
have an Easter Day Service, we hosted the 
Maundy Thursday evening service and were 
the starting point for the Good Friday Walk 
of Witness. The Maundy Thursday service 
followed the form started last year of a 
short service incorporating foot washing 
by the Rev. Chris Haywood. Several people 
attended and participated. 

The Annual Walk of Witness from St 
Leonard’s to Cholesbury was thankfully 
rain free on Good Friday and an intrepid 
bunch walked Jenkins Lane then across the 
fields to Buckland Common and onwards 
to Cholesbury Village Hall. We had a bible 
reading, prayers and a short address from 
the Rector at each stop. The walk then 
concluded with a service of reflection at 
Cholesbury Church. 

The Breakfast service continues to 
attract around 40 people on the third 
Sunday each month. The service in April 
was a little different as it was also a 
goodbye to Michael and Judy Joseph. 
Michael had been instrumental in starting 
the service over 10 years ago and has 
been one of the key leaders ever since. His 

presence, counsel and enthusiasm will be 
much missed. We presented him with a 
‘Breakfast service’ tray and coffee mugs as 
a gesture of all our appreciation. Michael 
and Judy contributed so much to the 
Church (and village) through their work on 
the PCC, flowers as well and the Breakfast 
Service. 

Coronation week started with a ‘Ring for 
the King’ at 0900 on the Saturday before 
the service at Westminster Abbey. The 
bells rang out from St Leonards (hope we 
didn’t wake you up!) and we were pleased 
to have young and old volunteers to ring 
the bell. We were also pleased to hold the 
United Hilltop Coronation Service on the 
Sunday and a dozen Hilltoppers gathered 
to mark the occasion with a special Holy 
Communion service. The King is of course 
the Head of the Church of England so we 
wanted to celebrate the Coronation locally. 

We sadly held the funeral of Phil 
Vallance and the memorial service for 
Rodney Culverhouse in the last few weeks. 

Phil’s funeral packed the Church and 
Church Rooms where there was a live 
TV link. It really was a celebration of a 
wonderful life with his family, friends and 
colleagues coming together. We extend 
our sympathies to all especially his two 
daughters.

Rodney passed away during the Covid 
lockdown, so his family and friends 
gathered together for a lovely service of 
celebration of his life. It was a wonderful 
occasion and we hope it brought closure 
and peace to all involved. 

On a happier note, we are looking 
forward to three weddings coming up 
so look out for the wedding crowds 
surrounding the Church in forthcoming 
weeks. We are also already planning the 
St Leonard’s Harvest Festival and we hope 
to run the Hilltops scarecrow competition 
again in the lead up. Watch this space!

Farewell Michael…

C a f e  –  B i c y c l e  M a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  R e p a i r s 
0 1 2 8 0  4 1 6 5 6 4  w w w. c h i l t e r n v e l o . c o. u k
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To say we are a nation of tree lovers 
is an overstatement, particularly 
evidenced by the UK having the 

lowest density of trees in Europe these 
days. The Chilterns and more specifically 
our part of them is thankfully an exception 
to this. There has been a long history 
of royalty-commissioned tree planting 
dating back to the 12th century when laws 
were put in place to protect forests and 
woodlands for hunting purposes. 

The tradition of tree planting to 
commemorate important royal events such 
as coronations and jubilees has also had a 
bit of a history. During the 19th and 20th 
centuries national and commonwealth-
wide tree-planting initiatives were 
launched to celebrate the Coronations 
of Queen Victoria in 1838, Kings Edward 
VII in 1902, George V in 1911, George VI 
in 1937, and Queen Elizabeth II in 1953. 
Additionally, other tree-plantings took 
place to commemorate Royal Jubilees and 
in more recent times both the late Queen, 
her father and Charles have all promoted 
national and local initiatives to regenerate 
or establish new woods and forests.

According to the Local Heritage Study 
of Hawridge and Cholesbury Commons, 
an oak tree was planted in an unknown 
location on the Commons in 1897 to 
commemorate Queen Victoria’s Golden 

HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

Checkers and Chokers

Jubilee. The massive horse chestnut by the 
cricket ground was planted in 1937 for King 
George VI’s coronation. 

Returning to the most recent 
commemorative event, of particular interest 
to me was the choice of one of the two 
species of trees planted, the wild service 
tree.

Historically, wild service trees preferred 
a subsoil of clay and limestone. They 
would have been more frequently found 
in southern lowlands, such as the New 
Forest, the clay or greensand areas of The 
Weald (Kent and Sussex and Surrey) and 
Epping Forest in Essex. Much more recently 
plantings took place in London Parks, 
such as Hampstead Heath or Wimbledon 
Common. They have also been found at 
lowland elevations in Buckinghamshire like 
Burnham Beeches. In The Chilterns, they are 
largely restricted to the lower areas close to 
the Thames. They are only found in the few 
clay-topped outcrops in Buckinghamshire 
and Hertfordshire Chiltern Hills. Outside 
the south-east they were largely limited 
to ancient woodland and hedgerows. The 
most northerly region the tree is found in is 
below 300m in the Lake District. Its survival 
has much to do with its presence as an 
economically important tree for timber.  

It is favoured by few birds, such as 
wood pigeons that seek the berries out 

On the evening of 9th May a gathering of the local community congregated on Cholesbury 

Common to witness the latest in the time-honoured tradition of commemorative tree 

planting. This time five trees were planted to commemorate the Coronation of King 

Charles III. (See elsewhere in Hilltop News for a full account of this memorable event.) 

as they have the robust gizzards and guts 
to break down the tough fibrous fruit. 
Occasionally, in a poor year for fruit, 
it may be eaten by birds such as mistle 
thrushes. However, propagation by birds is 
described as ‘unpredictable’. Instead, it is 
most frequently spread via underground 
suckers. Mind you, the turning out of 
pigs in autumn and occurrence of wild 
boars in ancient woodlands may have 
accounted for its more 
successful distribution by 
fruit dispersal in these 
locations. Consequently, 
over hundreds of years, 
in ancient woodlands, the 
tree might form dense 
plantations.

Despite its longevity in 
the English landscape the 
wild service tree is today 
a largely unknown native 
tree. However, it has a 
long history and close 
association with people 
in this country stretching 
back to at least Neolithic 
times, some 6,000 years 
ago, when it is known to 
have been a not infrequent part of the diet 
until other imported edible fruit bearing 
trees became established in this country. 

It is a medium-sized deciduous tree with 
maple-like, but with more deeply lobed 
leaves. Bright green in spring, the leaves 
turn russet red in autumn. Bark of mature 
trees has deep rectangular or criss-crossing 
markings. Its flowers are white and showy. 
Appearing in May they could, from a 
distance, be mistaken for blackthorn or 
hawthorn.  By the end of October, with the 
leaves becoming edged in red ochre, the 
fruits turn from dark green through to red 
to tawny brown. 

The name ‘Service’, according to the 
naturalist Richard Mabey, has erroneously 
been connected to the Latin word for 
beer, ‘cervisia’ as in Roman times and, 

until replaced by hops, was used to 
flavour beer.  Though this theory has some 
weight, Mabey prefers the theory that 
‘Service’ is much more likely derived from 
Old English ‘syfre’ which meant ‘clean, 
pure, chaste, sober, not giving way to 
appetite or passion, abstinent, temperate 
or circumspect’. I was not clear at first 
how a tree can present like this. However, 
having dug deeper there seems to be a 

longstanding reason for 
this. Herbalists over the 
past 500 years have been 
recommending medicinal 
uses for the fruit. 

The fruits are 
also responsible for 
conferring the wild 
service tree’s species 
name, ‘torminalis’, 
meaning ‘countering 
gripes’ suggesting the 
fruit had a historic 
use in the treatment 
for colic. An herbal 
dictionary definition of 
the eighteenth-century 
claims that ‘sorb apples’ 
are “good to purge 

watery humours and against the scurvy”. 
The southern counties of Britain are the 

traditional part of Britain where fruits were 
eaten. They were once sold at markets. 
Berries at first are bitter but once branches 
are picked and fruit threaded on strings, 
hung up in the larder to ripen or more 
correctly blet i.e., allowed to partially rot 
like medlars or quince, they become soft 
and turn very sweet like gritty sultanas, 
apricots, or very ripe damsons.

As a culinary addition to the diet from 
past times to the present day, the berries 
have been used in preserves, jellies, syrups, 
compotes, vinegars, and country wines 
and as a fruit cake replacement for raisins. 
During the 16th to 19th centuries the 
berries from the wild service tree were 
used to flavour spirit-based liquors, much 
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like sloe gin or cherry brandy. In the 21st 
century so-called artisan recipes have been 
developed using the berries infused with 
whisky. Another modern recipe I came 
across suggested steeping the berries in 
vodka! I bet that would pack a punch.

Another name for the wild service 
tree is ‘chequers’ or ‘chokers’, possibly 
derived from an old English name for 
draughts. There is a much-disputed theory 
put forward by historian David Starkey in 
his book Elizabeth: Apprenticeship, that 
suggests the name of the nearby UK Prime 
Minister’s residence might have its origin in 
the numbers of chequers trees growing in 
the grounds. 

A much more plausible explanation 
dates to the Middle-Ages when a 
checkerboard sign was often hung outside 
to denote a public house. Once there were 
over 270 pubs called Chequers. There is still 
a large concentration of ‘The Chequers’ 
pubs in The Weald, Sussex and Kent with 
the frequent occurrence of wild service 
trees in the pub gardens not considered a 
co-incidence. 

Aside from an early visit to see the newly 
planted trees with their bright green deeply 
lobed leaves unfolding, later this year you 
can enjoy the ochre tints as they appear in 
the autumn. After only a few years it will 
be delightful to see the white flowers in 
the spring and green fruits that turn brown 
in the early autumn. Finally, for youngsters, 
especially those who were involved in 
planting the trees, the development in 
many, many years’ time, of the deeply 
gouged criss-cross reddish-tinged bark will 
bring back memories of either their part in 
planting or visiting a chequers, chokers or 
wild service tree on Cholesbury Common. 

Chris Brown

Crash 
protection!
About two years ago, we (Sue and I) 

and Lorna Weston were contacted 
by the Highway Department to 

be told that the crash barrier outside our 
property in Cholesbury Road was illegal 
and not fit for purpose. It had been there 
for about forty years and had saved us, at 
least once, from a speeding car smashing 
into the cottages. Apparently, its design 
was such that a vehicle hitting it could turn 
over, in mid-air. 

We were told that we could either have 
their (recommended) barrier fitted, or 
we could have the existing one removed, 
with nothing put in its place! What utter 
lunacy to have no protecting barrier at all. 
The Highway Department very efficiently 
completed the work but we now have to 
fill in many new flower beds which we have 
acquired. 

At least we won’t have to mow the grass 
at the side of the road ever again.

Clive Carey

Before…

... and after
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Summer pub news
Good news is that the Black Horse Inn has 

been sold to a new owner who intends to 

run it as a pub with home cooked food. 

Also there continues to be good news for 

the White Lion and Full Moon. However, 

the Old Swan is still sketchy about 

progressing.

Since David Devleeschauwer joined the 
White Lion eight months ago as Head 
Chef, the variety of Mediterranean 

specials he has introduced has been quite 
inspired. Although David is French, he has 
previously owned a tapas bar in Spain. 
This has given him in-depth knowledge 
of Spanish cuisine. He will present a new 
summer menu in June with lighter seasonal 
dishes along with more in his series of 
special dishes.

Now that James has moved on to a fresh 
endeavour, Abby has been appointed as the 
General Manager which will provide good 
continuity since she has been influential in 
the White Lion revival from the outset.  

Mandy and her team will celebrate the 
second anniversary of the rebirth of the 
White Lion in its glorious new form on 22 
July. There will be a live band to mark the 
occasion and, no surprise, food and drinks 
to celebrate.

The vocalist, Chess Galea, will make 
a welcome return this summer for a live 
entertainment event. Her performance will 
be paired with a classic food event serving 
Parrillada de Pescada (a mixed seafood and 
shellfish platter) cooked a la plancha in the 
garden.

We are expecting that an addition to 
the countryside views from the pub garden 
could be a new foal which is expected to 
be born in late July. Keep an eye on the 

paddock below on the Bottom Road side of 
the garden.

The new chef at the Full Moon 
introduced a fresh summer menu in May. As 
a result, an update of their website was in 
progress when this was written. Although 
plans are progressing for upcoming summer 
events, firm dates should become known 
on a rolling basis. Therefore, Hannah 
would like us to follow the notices on their 
website for those special occasions.  

It is early days to tell you much about the 
revival of the Black Horse Inn, but I have 
met the new owner, his General Manager 
and their Head Chef. Because they are 
unsure as to what their potential clientele 
wants them to deliver, they are planning 
a “soft opening” in late May. They are 
avoiding a big splash launch which could 
risk promising a different sort of pub from 
what will be successful in the area.

At first sight, their first menu is nicely 
up-market. It looks similar to one that a 
private members’ club would offer. There 
is seafood, vegetarian choices, and some 
savoury starters as well as old standards. 

Bill Ingram
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CURVACEOUS COOK

Apple strudel
I am starting to make room for this year’s bounty in my pantry and have 2-year-old jars of  

bottled apples that I prepared in Italy and brought back with me as the best way to preserve and 
transport them. I use them as they are or to make chutney and jam throughout the winter,  

but two years ago we had so many that I ran out of ideas and need to get them used!  
This is a simple party pud too and should feed 8-10 people.

225 g filo pastry
700g cooking apples, peeled, cored and sliced, or from a jar of bottled apples with the juice drained off.

50 g currants
50 g sultanas

3 level tbs caster sugar (I don’t use any as I bottle them in slightly sugared water)
2 tsp mixed spice, we like it spicy, so use less if you don’t.

40 g melted butter
125 g fresh breadcrumbs

25 g flaked almonds and icing sugar and cinnamon to decorate.
Mix together the apples, dried fruit, spices and sugar if using and leave for a bit to steep.

Lay out a layer of filo on a clean t-towel and brush with melted butter. Repeat with a second layer on top 
of the first.

Sprinkle the breadcrumbs all over, leaving a margin at the edges of a couple of inches. These will absorb 
some of the apple juice and stop it getting soggy.

Lay the fruit mix over the top, again leaving a margin at the edges.
Fold the sides of the filo over the fruit, then roll up, using the t-towel so you have a long sausage, with the 

edges enclosed. Place on baking tray, traditionally in a horseshoe shape.
Brush with melted butter and bake on 190/mk 5 for about 40 minutes until golden brown and crispy.

Sprinkle over the almonds for the last 5 minutes if using.
Dredge with a mix of icing sugar and cinnamon (if you like it, but fine without) and serve warm or cold 

with custard or cream.

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com
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100 Club 
winners 

Cholesbury Village Hall

April 2023
£20 Rick Waghorn, Hawridge 

£15 Liz Wright, Hawridge

May 2023
£20 Gill Haas, Chivery  

£20 Richard Leat, St Leonards

For membership, please contact  
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email  

jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

St Leonards Parish Hall

April 2023
£15 David Conn, Buckland Common

£15 Bryn Woodward, St Leonards

For membership, please contact  
Richard Leat on 758784  

or email leatrj@yahoo.co.uk.

V  V  V



40 Hilltop News Hilltop News 41



42 Hilltop News Hilltop News 43



44 Hilltop News Hilltop News 45



46 Hilltop News Hilltop News 47

Hilltop News

We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the August/September edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln or Anne 
Butterworth (Church Matters) by 10 July 
latest. Please note that photos sent online 
must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 pixels in size.

Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449  
grahamlnc@aol.com

Co-ordinator/Church Matters
Anne Butterworth 758700  
anne@churchcottage.uk

Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  
annhorn272@gmail.com

Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  
info@michaelspark.com

Distribution 
Rosemary Pearce 758334

Printing 
Orbit Press, Chesham  01494 778053 
info@orbitpress.co.uk

Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making 
and is funded by advertising.




