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Anne Butterworth

Anne was the driving force behind the 

birth of Hilltop News in 2002.

After many requests for financial 
support were turned down, Bucks 
Community Action Group made 

a donation from their ‘start-up village 
project’ fund and with a grant from 
Chiltern District Council and later The 
Buckinghamshire Foundation, an Editorial 
Team was formed with Anne as Editor. 

In a circular leaflet, Anne wrote ‘We 
are producing a Newsletter for the three 
Hilltop Parishes of St Leonards, Cholesbury 
and Hawridge – to be delivered free into all 
households, stretching from Chivery to the 
Vale…it will carry current reports on village 
life and events, articles on anything and 
everything of possible interest to us all.’ 

Over the following years Anne brought 
together a team to carry out her wish and 
sought many and various contributors. She 
eventually passed on the role of editor but 
remained as co-ordinator to ensure the 
smooth running of the magazine. Anne 
will be sorely missed as head of the Hilltop 
News team. 

Yet Anne’s contribution to our local 
community was so much more than this 
magazine. She touched the lives of many 
with compassion and kindness. In this issue, 
Charles Butterworth pays a heartfelt tribute 
to his mother. Ann Horn acknowledges the 
tireless work she did for St Leonards Church 
and Christine Haysom recalls memories 
from the early days of Hilltop News…

Also in this issue

Our regular features and all the news  
from our Churches, School, Clubs, Councils 
and Societies.

The annual Hawridge & Cholesbury 
Churches fete on August Bank Holiday 
Monday was a welcome village get-
together. Like the St Leonards fete in June, 
there was a huge number of visitors and 
takings even exceeded last year’s record.

The following week, the Hort Soc 
Annual Show resumed with the familiar 
variety of entries. There were good displays 
of cut-flowers, fruit and veg. There were 
also displays of arts & crafts plus the usual 
culinary delights. See our reports inside this 
issue…
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
The Green at Buckland Common
The new cutting schedule for The Green 
at Buckland Common has now been in 
operation for nearly a year and has been 
received well by most residents. The Parish 
Council will be discussing the cutting 
schedule for the next year at their October 
meeting and making decisions for the 
following year. 

Grants for local projects
The Parish Council continues to consider 
many local projects in the area that can be 
funded through various available grants. 
These ideas include public noticeboards, 
benches and picnic benches for The 
Green, electric vehicle charging points and 
refurbishment costs for the allotments. If 
you have a public benefit project that you 
are considering, please do get in contact 
and let us know as we may be able to 
consider this as part of the grant funding 
applications that we hope to make over the 
coming months. 

Allotments
Following recent inspections, the PC has 
agreed that Springall Hill Allotments are 
in rather a neglected condition and wishes 
to make plans to improve this situation. 
Unfortunately, this year the Horticultural 
Society did not make its annual award for 
the best-kept allotment.  In the coming 
months, the PC will be drawing up 
plans on how the area can be improved 
and will include better access paths for 
distribution of materials for hedge cutting 
and increasing the number of water taps. 
Allotment holders have been contacted to 
inform them that these works are likely to 
take place over the winter months.

Meetings
Parish Council meetings will take place at St 
Leonards Parish Hall. Next meetings are…
• Tuesday 10 October 2023
• Tuesday 21 November 2023

Contacting the Parish Council
If you need advice or assistance, please do 
not hesitate in contacting the parish council 
at  parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Alternatively, please call the clerk, Hayley 
Farrelly, on 07769-698652.

Your Parish Councillors are:

Bill Ingram: (Chairman) 758258 

Graham Kersting: (Vice-Chairman) 758319

Philip Matthews: 758205

Oliver Maury: 758015

Helen Neighbour: 758244

Richard Baddon: 757238

Anton Wellenreiter: 758642

Buckinghamshire Councillors:

Patricia Birchley - 07714 704017 

Jane MacBean - 07812 177794

Mohammad Fayyaz – 0777 202 7829

Buckinghamshire Council:

Contact number:  0300 131 6000
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‘SEVEN is the NUMBER of the SEVEN-

SIDED DICE’. This intriguing sentence is 

taken from the showpiece song of the KS2 

summer production. It should be chanted 

loudly with emphasis on the CAPS words. 

But what does it mean? To say that 
a seven-sided die has the number 
seven on it, or even that it has seven 

sides, is tautological. And seven is not the 
only number of the seven-sided die - it has 
one through six as well. But such pedantic 
semantics hold no sway in Game Land. 
And such linguistic antics would see Lady 
Fortune clap me in irons. Because when 
you throw the seven-sided dice, you are 
transported away from reality and the tech 
that augments it to a fantasy world where 
board games are real. And when I say real, I 
mean pieces are people and if you lose the 
game you go to prison. 

Cue an amusing game of Monopoly with 
some wonderfully dry personified stations, 
Mr Fenchurch etc. A literally life-saving 
game of chess, in which the piece-people 
move slowly towards each other, before 
engaging in a slappy fight. And don’t even 
ask about the Cluedo. The message? Get 
your head out of your computer games, 
kids, and enjoy the real world. If we ignore 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL

the inherent contradiction of using a 
fantasy world to claim that the real world 
is interesting enough, then who among us 
can disagree? 

This production was an absolute joy 
to watch. The kids got the humour and 
delivered it with spot-on timing. The 
gusto with which they sang the songs was 
infectious. Good work Mrs Kretschmer, Miss 
Thorp and their production team and a 
special shout-out to Mrs Hance who created 
the scenery and props. Thanks to the 
children for such an entertaining evening 
out.

Elsewhere, the H&C halls were alive with 
the sound of music as parents and teachers 
alike were treated to a packed programme 
including pieces for piano, trumpet, violin 
and guitar. It’s impressive how comfortable 
with performance these kids are. In my day, 
if the teacher said, ‘who’d like to do an 
encore?’, we’d all be like ‘yeah, right’. You 
couldn’t stop this lot!

Another top sports day was conducted 
under clear blue skies. Putnams took the 
spoils this year, lifting a trophy that is 
almost the size of the trophy lifters. There 
was a twist to the traditional dads’ and 
mums’ races in that it was a mums and 
dads’ race. Now this may sound unbearably 
woke to those who find wokeness 
unbearable – but legend has it that when 
the adult races were called, both mums 
and dads sauntered to the start line. I 
wasn’t there, but I can imagine the mums 
rolling their eyes at their overly-competitive 
husbands. And the dads looking at their 
inscrutable partners wondering, ‘should I 
be winning this?’ The result, I am told, was 
glorious mayhem. Thanks to Mr Jackson for 
organising the sport. Thanks to Mrs Hosker, 
Mrs Marsden, Mrs Hall and Ms Obrien for 
looking after the refreshments.

Rob Scott

THE COUNTY COUNCIL
Buckinghamshire 

students have 

excelled again 

this summer with 

excellent GCSE 

and A Level results 

above the national 

average. We can be 

really proud of our 

local schools: 91.4% 

are good or outstanding. As Chairman 

I have attended graduation ceremonies 

at both Buckingham University and the 

New Buckinghamshire University, where 

wonderful young people have received 

their degrees in a wide range of subjects. 

Sir Nicholas Coleridge (President of Conde 

Nast International) and Christina Lamb 

(International War Correspondent for 

The Times) both received Doctorates at 

Buckingham and our Lord Lieutenant was 

similarly honoured in High Wycombe.

It was great to see such a big crowd 
at the Churches Fete on Cholesbury 
Common. You worked so hard and 

achieved an excellent outcome. Every 
year there seem to be more stalls and 
it is clearly gaining popularity from a 
wider audience. The Bucks County Show 
is widely held as the best one-day show 
locally. Horses and livestock stole the day 
on 31 August and the Atkinson Action 
horses Cossack riding and dressage 
was superb. I met local residents at the 
show and spent time talking to the 
Buckinghamshire Cadets, the Kimblewick 
Hunt and local craftsmen.

Bucks Business First is advertising a 
Business Leaders’ Lunch on 17 October at 
the Riwaz Indian restaurant and has a busy 

autumn programme for local companies. 
Bucks Council supports local companies in 
attracting inward investment to the county, 
creating jobs and apprenticeships locally. 
The Jobs & Apprentices Show at the Elgiva 
Theatre on 23 September was an example 
of what we do. Increasing prosperity and 
creating a clear and consistent vision is 
important to the Council. 80.1% of our 
residents are in employment compared to 
78.2% in the South East. Almost 50% of 
Bucks residents are educated to degree 
level and only 4.8% have no qualifications.

Every year the task of delivering our 
services becomes more complex. 70% 
of our Council budget is spent on social 
services supporting the most vulnerable 
residents. Extra money has been found 
this year to improve the roads but there 
is still a way to go and HS2 has to take 
its share of responsibility for the heavy 
vehicles which are so unsuited to our local 
roads. Buckinghamshire has shown fiscal 
responsibility, planning carefully and 
scrutinising our expenditure in public. We 
shall be studying forecasts and planning 
assumptions for the years ahead and 
looking for savings, where they are safe.

Please let me know if I can raise your 
concerns with officers at County Hall.

Cllr Patricia Birchley 
Chiltern Ridges Division, Buckinghamshire 
Council Patricia.Birchley@buckinghamshire.
gov.uk 07714 704017
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woodland consultant, on 2nd and 30 August 
to consider general tree safety and the 
felling programme for this autumn/winter. 
She reported back…

“The work is approved by the Forestry 
Commission under the felling licence that 
runs to November 2026 and trees for felling 
this year are marked in orange.

“As usual at the moment, most mature 
trees marked for felling are ash where the 
Dieback has progressed to the extent that 
they are likely to become unsafe in the 
foreseeable future. A total of 67 mature ash 
in all, spread throughout the Commons, are 
due to be felled. In addition, several smaller 
oaks and birch have been marked as part 
of the ongoing thinning process, together 
with several dead elms.  

“Between Stoney Lane and Pound 
Lane, we hope to start coppicing the 
large old hazel stools as required by the 
felling licence. Any gaps in this area from 
the ash removal and hazel coppicing may 
eventually need to be replanted with a 
mix of broadleaves, depending on how 
successful natural regeneration is.

The contractors, Pete Leybourne and 
his team, plan to start in November but as 
usual this is all weather dependent.”

Glow worms 
David Dennis has continued to check out 
the Commons for the elusive glow worms. 
On 2nd August he wrote, “The weather last 
night held off long enough for me to set 
the lures for males and scour the grassland 
for over an hour looking for females. Sadly, 
nothing. There was little wind and it was 
warm, so conditions were perfect. I’m sorry 
not to be able to report better news. It 
may be that the season’s timing has been 
disrupted by the weather, although we 
know they were flying during the usual July 
peak period in other places.

“I think we must now start to doubt the 
existence of a breeding colony of any size 
on the Commons, and maybe last year’s 
males were just passing through. Strange 
that they arrived so quickly after the lures 
were set, though. Maybe we’re looking 
in the wrong places. Definitely worth 
having another go next year and having 
more people looking would help. For new 

HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Pre-Christmas stall 
Once again we will be holding this event at 
the Cricket Club on 25 November to raise 
funds for the maintenance of the paths, 
ponds and grassland on the Commons. As 
well as our usual cards (some suitable for 
Christmas cards), calendars and cakes we 
hope to have a wider variety of small gifts 
for sale. Our very grateful thanks to the 
Cricket Club for the use of the pavilion and 
for their help in organising the event. 

Come along, from 10am to 12 noon, and 
enjoy a tea/coffee and your first mince pie 
of the season with friends and neighbours. 
Please pre-order your boiled fruit cake 
as soon as possible from lindsaygriffin@
yahoo.co.uk. They remain £15 each and 
pre-ordered cakes should be available for 
collection on 25 November at the stall.

Calendar 
Thank you to everyone who submitted 
photos for next year’s calendar. It is always 
a pleasure to see what has been going on 
around the area over the past year and 
to see what talented photographers we 
have. Many thanks too to Susie Bell who 
has agreed to design the calendar for us 
again free of charge, as she has done since 
2013 when we produced our first calendar. 
Calendars will be available at the Pre-
Christmas Sale, from Chiltern Motors, from 

me lindsaygriffin@yahoo.co.uk or from 
other members of the Committee. They 
also remain £10 each and £1 for a sturdy 
envelope.

End of year cut 
At the time of writing James is doing the 
final grass cut of the year and this time 
he will also cut all of the Manorial Waste. 
That is the land on the South side of the 
main road outside people’s homes. We 
are very pleased that so many people now 
leave these verges to nature. This was 
a contributing factor in the decision to 
designate the whole of the Commons as a 
County Wildlife Site.

As well as cutting the grassland, James 
has been asked to clear Pallett’s Pond, which 
he will do in the next couple of months. This 
happens routinely every two years to try to 
keep the New Zealand Pigmy Weed (NZPW) 
and other invasive species under control. 
Last time, James buried the NZPW at the 
bottom of the Common and he will do so 
again since it is a real menace and is easily 
transferred to other ponds. It can survive in 
or out of water and on land and is very hard 
to get rid of. It can’t survive being buried 
though!

Trees 
During this summer’s strange weather and 
because of Ash Dieback we have had a 
number of branches down, including huge 
branches off the ash by Milton Cottage. 
Please note that if a tree/branch comes 
down on a ride or path on the Commons we 
will try to deal with the problem as soon as 
possible. If this happens elsewhere on the 
Commons they may simply be left in situ to 
provide habitat for a variety of wildlife. If 
they are obstructing the road and cannot be 
shifted, please report it on FixMyStreet.

Coronation memorial trees 
These seem to be faring well and, thanks to 
all the wet summer weather, watering them 
has been a much less onerous task.

Winter tree work 
Christine met with John Morris, her 

Final cut of the year
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people, attending one of John Tyler’s walks 
near Princes Risborough early in the season 
would be useful so that they know what to 
look for – they’re easy to miss.”

Because of his other commitments, David 
is planning to do fewer moth trapping 
sessions at least for the time being. 
However, having identified a total of 448 
over the years, he and Peter Bygate have 
definitely contributed to our understanding 
and appreciation of the night life on our 
Commons.

Best wishes with your new ventures, 
David, and thank you very much sharing 
your knowledge and expertise with us.

Things that go bump in the night
Especially now that the evenings are getting 
cooler, we dread the noises in our attics 
which we regularly get living here in the 
country - not only glis glis and mice but 
also sometimes rats. Writing in the Times 
some time ago, Jonathan Tulloch pointed 
out that whereas “mice skitter, rats bang 
and swagger”. He goes on, “Brown rats, 
having arrived in Britain in the 1700s, are 
an invasive species, much admired for their 
intelligence and resourcefulness. Research 
indicates that they may even have a sense of 

Ongoing problem on the Commons

humour – the only other animal to laugh? 
Poisoning rats is not the answer. The best 
way to control their numbers is to have a 
healthy population of foxes, owls, polecats 
and stoats, all of which prey on young rats.” 
Sadly, we have had no further reported 
sightings of a polecat.

Litter 
As always, thank you to everyone who 
regularly helps to keep the Commons free 
of litter. Unfortunately, it is an ongoing 
problem. Recently, Sarah Higgins posted 
the picture opposite of this ‘camp’ on 
Cholesbury Common. Obviously, we are 
pleased that people enjoy the Commons but 
it is such a pity that they leave their litter 
behind for someone else to clear up.

Subscriptions 
Although we have now changed the 
date of the AGM to the summertime, 
our financial year continues to end on 
31 October and our annual subscriptions 
become due then. The easiest way to pay 
is by following the instructions on our 
website hawridgeandcholesburycommons.
org. Subs remain £10 for an individual or £20 
for a family, which is great value for all the 
benefits the Commons provide for all of us. 
Payment for your membership can be made 
in the following ways…    

Standing Order: Complete a standing 
order form available on the website or 
make an online standing order with your 
internet banking.

Bank Transfer: Account Number: 
50458015 Sort Code: 20 02 06 Reference: 
SUBS + Payer’s name.

Cash or cheques:  Cheques made payable 
to ‘HCCPS’ and sent to Philip Prettejohn, 
Barncroft, Vale Farm, Hawridge, Chesham, 
HP5 2UG.

Lindsay Griffin
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CHOLESBURY CUM ST LEONARDS HORT SOC

The Annual Show started on the Friday (1st 

September) when we took over the School 

Hall and transformed it into a great venue. 

Over the years we have been fortunate 

to have so many willing helpers to set 

up the school hall ready for the Show on 

Saturday.

The tables and other equipment are 
stored in Cholesbury Village Hall and 
collected by a stalwart team. The 

tables are marked out for the different 
entries of flowers, fruit and vegetables, 
flower arrangements and the photographic 
competition. Then there is the challenge of 
setting up some of the classrooms for the 
craft and domestic entries for a wonderful 
display of local talents.

Early on the Saturday morning people 
arrive with their entries, which keeps the 
stewards busy ensuring entries are all in the 
right place for the judging. We have a loyal 
band of helpers for the teas and the raffle 
as this helps to raise money to “keep the 
Show on the Road”.

This year we were pleased to have new 
members showing for the first time. Teas 
were enjoyed and raffle tickets sold and 
visitors enjoyed catching up. One of our 
judges said she thought the Show this year 
had the “buzz” of past Shows. It has taken 
time since Covid shut down many events 
to recover and once again to have our 
traditional fetes and shows.

So now into Autumn and time to put 
the garden to bed for the winter months. 
The hard frost doesn’t usually come until 
November, so still time to rescue summer 
reliables such as pelargoniums. Cuttings 
should be taken now and potted on to be 
kept in a frost-free place over winter. I have 
quite a collection of these easy-to-grow 

plants, so please get in touch if you would 
like to take some cuttings whilst they are 
still in flower. They are very easy to ‘strike’ 
and only need minimal watering over 
winter in a frost-free place such as porch or 
windowsill. Dahlias should be dug up and 
stored with a light covering of compost and 
kept in a frost-free place overwinter. Once 
all the summer vegetables are over dig over 
the ground. I find it worthwhile covering 
with some weed suppressing membrane 
over winter.

Spring bulbs can be planted now either 
in the ground or in large pots. Daffodils, 
hyacinths and tulips can be planted up until 
Christmas. Alliums, in their many varieties, 
give such a good early summer display and 
can also be planted out this month. They 
are very easy to grow and increase over the 
years. My initial seven have now spread to 
150 or more!

Our last event of the year is the AGM on 
Friday 17 November at 7pm at Cholesbury 
Village Hall, with a hot supper and a quiz.

Liz Firth
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH
I hope you have all enjoyed 

the English Summer?  A 

mixed bag of weather but 

at least we did get our “hot” 

summer, even if it was in September!

Unfortunately, we need to keep 
vigilant each changing month and 
keep an eye on our property and 

that of our neighbours and our friends. 
Crime does not take a holiday but just takes 
advantage of any situation. On-line sales are 
getting more popular so please read below 
some things that might help you and avoid 
being scammed.

Thames Valley Police are seeing a high 
number of fraudulent offences involving 
the selling of items online and through 
social media. There are two different 
scenarios taking place:

• Victims are contacted by the suspects 
who show a real interest in the goods, 
attending the address to look at the item 
with a view to purchasing. The suspect will 
obtain the victim’s bank details and show 
the victim their mobile phone which details 
the payment has been made via the banking 
app and then walk away with the goods. 
This is a fake banking app and the profile 
used and contact details are also fake.

Please be mindful in these scenarios that 
you may be providing fraudsters with a lot 
of personal information, name, address, 
bank account. Be careful with how you 
protect your information. 

• The other type of offending is online 
shopping where the suspect agrees to 
purchase the item but will not pay for the 
goods until proof of purchase has been 
provided to them. The victim will arrange 
for the parcel to be sent in the post and will 
provide the tracking number to the suspect. 
The suspect is then able to track or redirect 

the parcel. This results in the payment not 
being received and the parcel has gone. The 
addresses where the parcels are being sent 
to are either used for a day, or the parcel is 
redirected to another address resulting in 
the loss of the item which is at a cost to the 
victim. 

Prevention advice
While it is difficult to spot potential 
fraudsters, there are some steps you can 
take to protect yourself and provide the 
police with evidence when reporting.
1.  Make sure you receive payment before 

sending the goods.
2.  Carry out your research before parting 

with your items or money. How long have 
they been online? Are there any reviews 
or sellers’ feedback? Do they have many 
associates or linked groups?

3.  Always check your account online or ask 
your bank to make sure the funds have 
been received.

4.  Take pictures of items before posting 
them.

5.  Keep any video footage which can be 
shared with law enforcement.

If you believe you have fallen victim to 
fraud, please make a report to Action Fraud 
online or via telephone on 0300 123 2040.

Car crime
There have been several reports of vehicle 
crime in the South Buckinghamshire Policing 
area. These crimes include theft of vehicles, 
number plates, catalytic converters and 
vehicles being broken into and personal 
belongings stolen.

Catalytic converter thefts - These are 
quite tricky to prevent but there are some 
measures you can take. Have your car serial 
number etched onto the catalytic converter; 
have the bolts welded; purchase a cage 
clamp; or speak to your garage and have a 
tilt sensor fitted.  

Theft of number plates – it is worth 
purchasing anti-tamper number plate 

screws. These can be purchased online or 
from car accessories stores. These make 
it a lot harder for criminals to steal your 
number plates and therefore work as a great 
deterrent.

Theft of motor vehicles - these usually 
occur overnight and are mostly aimed at 
keyless entry cars. The advice is to keep your 
keys in a faraday pouch. Criminals will try 
and use a booster system to increase the 
signal from your keys to your vehicle. The 
pouches work by jamming the signal from 
your key fob to your car. It is also worth 
remembering to take the pouch with you 
if you are going away on holiday. Another 
great way of protecting your vehicle is 
purchasing a steering wheel lock. 

Please remember not to leave valuables 
in your vehicle when leaving it unattended. 
Criminals will drive around and look into 
your vehicle, be it on your driveway or 
parked in a car park. If they see a bag or 
something of value, they may attempt to 
break in and steal these items. If you leave 
your laptop in your boot ensure you power 
it down and not leave it on standby as your 
bluetooth is still active. Criminals can easily 
identify it being in your car.  

Keep safe!

Erin Thwaites (758079)

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.
Autumn is upon us and Cholesbury cum St 
Leonards will be meeting as usual on the 
third Monday of the month at St Leonards 
Parish Hall at 7.30pm. We would be pleased 
to welcome you, either at an occasional 
meeting if there is a speaker who interests 
you or, better yet, as a new member.

October is the month for our annual 
meeting when we shall be set up for 
the year ahead. In November we have a 
speaker. Wendy Moran, a local lady who 
is a Magistrate in London, will give a talk 
entitled ‘View from the Bench’, which 
sounds fascinating. If you are interested to 
hear about her work, do come along on 20 
November.

For any information about our group you 
can contact Carol Henry on 01494 758435.

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions

01442 890184
07909 542149

annmalvern@sky.com
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Cricket on the Common 

for 2023 has now 

come to an end. Most 

importantly, everyone 

involved, from 

volunteers who run the 

club to all the players, 

spectators and visitors 

have, we hope, enjoyed their experience at 

Hawridge & Cholesbury CC.

We are very proud that we have 
provided the opportunity for 
many different teams to play 

the game they love and that those players 
have been across the age range from 5 
to 75 years. It has been rare to see the 
ground not being used at weekends as 
well as regularly during the week for Colts 
matches, as well as some Bucks over 50 and 
60 games and for Hawridge and Cholesbury 
School. It is testament to the groundsman, 
George Kerr (and his apprentice Jake 
Matthews), that the pitch has continued 
to look so good and been playable 
throughout the season. George was this 
season’s recipient of the Clubman of the 
Year for his incredible efforts. 

Our Junior coaching team of James 
Morris, Alex Neal and Alexis Shead, have 
provided a fun, safe and challenging 
environment for all of our young players to 
develop their skills and interest in cricket. 
This was underlined by the turnout at the 
August Bank Holiday Family Fun Day where 
the four mixed teams all played each other, 
including a Dads’ XI. Lots of fun was had 
and we managed to support the Golden 
Eagle Pub’s fundraising efforts for the local 
Hospice and Cancer Research. I was also 
delighted that we were able to provide 

new cricket balls for the Chesham Heritage 
cricket event in August.

We have some very promising all-
round cricketers in the Juniors. At the 
end-of-season awards Silas Conde won 
the Best Batter, Violet Matthews the 
Best Bowler and Tom Aston the award 
for Most Promising Player. In the seniors 
the Saturday XI played fourteen of their 
eighteen Mid Bucks Division One matches, 
winning five, losing nine. We conceded 
one due to unavailability and three were 
lost to the weather. Despite an excellent 
win over Bradenham in the final game of 
the season we finished in last place in the 
league table with decisions on relegation to 
be confirmed for next year.

The Sunday XI played sixteen and 
won seven. Luke Hames, who captained 
the Saturday side, was the outstanding 

HAWRIDGE & CHOLESBURY CRICKET CLUB batsman of the Club, scoring nearly five 
hundred runs including a magnificent 114 
not out against Ivinghoe and Pitstone. His 
brother Sam was hot on his heels, and his 
runs included a match winning 75 not out 
against Ballinger. George Kerr was the Best 
Bowler with 21 wickets, with Ian Hames 
and Maddy Latif contributing significantly 
with the ball in hand. Shaz Fayyaz took the 
All-Rounder award for his consistency with 
both bat and ball whilst Ted Smare was the 
Most Improved Senior Player 2023. 

As this season closes I am delighted 
to report that our financial position has 
improved significantly with the successful 
Club Appeal, the fundraising events and 
the bar takings! We are all really excited to 
get going again in 2024.

Sean Robinson 
Chairman
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LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP
This is the Local History 

Group’s 60th year and 

meetings kick off in early 

October.

The first meeting is 
on Friday 6th October with our most 
longstanding and highly regarded 

speaker, Julian Hunt. Julian is a renowned 
Buckinghamshire historian, speaker and 
author of many local history books. We 
have invited Julian to talk on ‘Sir John 
Kederminster of Langley Park and his 
remarkable library’. This is a talk that a 
couple of members have recommended. 
The library was established in the 1600s and 
John Kederminster was a merchant and 
politician in Tudor England.

On Friday 3rd November our talk is ‘From 
Market Town to Metroland – a history of 
shopping in Amersham’. Our speaker is 
Alison Bailey, who has entertained us with 
excellent talks in recent years. Alison is a 
local historian and volunteer at Amersham 
Museum who regularly writes articles on 
local history and heritage for the Bucks Free 
Press. 

The final meeting for 2023, on Friday 1st 
December, is ‘Georgian Food and Dining’ 
when Adam Smith  will tell us about the 
types of food which the Georgians enjoyed 
and how they served it. Adam is a lecturer 
specialising in architectural history and the 
history of the English country house and 
estate.

All these meetings will be at St Leonards 
Parish Hall and doors open at 7.30pm for 
a prompt 7.45pm start. Afterwards tea/
coffee and biscuits are served, providing an 
opportunity to meet and talk informally to 
our speakers and meet and chat to fellow 
villagers.

Membership of the Local History Group 
is great value at £10 for the 2023-24 season, 

providing free access to all eight meetings, 
a copy of the Group’s Newsletter and 
invitation to our regular Summer Outing. 
The fee for attending a single meeting is £4.

Membership subscriptions and fees for a 
single meeting can be paid by Bank Transfer 
or a cheque via the post. Please contact 
Richard Leat, our Treasurer, in advance of 
the meeting for bank details/his address 
either by email: leatrj@yahoo.co.uk or call 
01494 758784. Alternatively, payment by 
cheque or cash can be made on the night, 
in which case please allow for a little extra 
time when arriving before the start of the 
meeting. 

We look forward to seeing our members 
and visitors to meetings.

Chris Brown

Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Local History 
Group
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I am reliably informed (by Margaret 

Walton – and who would argue?) that this 

August fete has been part of local village 

life since the mid 50’s – so I think we really 

can be proud to call it a truly ‘traditional’ 

village fete!

Those of you who manned the 
various stalls and helped run the 
teas will have received your letter 

of grateful thanks on behalf of our very 
small committee. With John Farmer, once 
again at the helm, Rosie and Stewart 
Pearce and Elizabeth Tomlin there must be, 
cumulatively, over 100 years of fete-running 
experience and we met just three times 
before the big day.  

It was wonderful to be joined this 
year by Angela “I will do that” Lincoln 
who breathed life into our meetings by 

Keeping up with tradition

seemingly always knowing someone who 
could be asked to help with any particular 
task. I hope her friends, family and 
neighbours are still talking to her!

It is a very dangerous thing to start 
naming all those who need to be thanked: 
stallholders who pulled pints, poured 
Pimms, scooped ice cream, tore raffle 
tickets, entertained children, dolled out 
coconuts, sold gifts, plants, bric-a-brac and 
books, ran a tombola or tempted dogs. 
Rosie’s tea team donned pinnies, poured 
teas, sliced cakes, halved scones, dolloped 
jam, whipped cream, cleared tables, 
washed, rinsed, wiped and put away.  

Then there’s those who baked and 
bottled, stored donations, grew plants, 
nurtured vegetables, jarred honey, donated 
bottles, secured and wrapped beautiful 
raffle prizes and sought gifts, applied for 

licences, wrote risk assessments and adverts, 
put up posters, banners, bunting and 
gazebos, heaved tables, filled and wrapped 
empty wine bottles, booked the band, 
dished out the floats.... and counted the 
money.

Setting up the two main marquees on 
the Sunday evening was done in record 
time thanks to the ever-helpful Charles 
Cox who had been co-opted onto the 
Committee at this stage and found himself 
in charge of gazebos and tables. Charles 
had thoughtfully taken home the ‘dreaded’ 
tent for the band some days earlier, put it 
up in his garden and identified all the parts 
with tape – hurrah!  George Humphreys 
kindly donated his tent (used for the bric-
a-brac for many years) and with the help 
of St Leonards we had, for once, not only a 
surfeit of gazebos but even enough tables 
to satisfy all the stallholders – a first!

Then there are the ‘back room’ boys 
who are rarely seen but, again, help make 
it happen – Phil Matthews for the coconut 
shy straw bales, Peter Hopkinson for cutting 
the bowling area and making all the signs, 
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I teach private in person one-to-one sessions  
and regular online classes. 

This yoga is about self-discovery – working with gravity  
and the breath to release tension and move with ease, 
nourishing mind and body.

For more information  
email: michaelsparkyoga@gmail.com  
or call 07973 152825
www.michaelsparkyoga.com

Yoga
“Michael’s very 
enjoyable classes  
are centred around 
self-enquiry. 
Gentle and slow-
paced, suitable 
for beginners 
and experienced 
practitioners 
alike, the classes 
encourage and 
allow time for self-
exploration.”Dave Hawkes for donating to the teas 

and sourcing the coconuts, Tony Smith for 
cutting and collecting the grass a few days 
before and Malcolm Angell for providing 
his horsebox as chief transport. Thank you 
one and all. 

People started turning up well in 
advance of the official 1.30 start, by which 
time the weather was fete-perfect - not 
too hot and not too cold. Yes, the parking 
was chaos, yes there were queues for the 
teas but there was a wonderful atmosphere 
as the band played their new and upbeat 
repertoire. At the end of the day, the 
Grand Draw first prize of £100 went to Fay 
Pearce. Fay’s dad Stewart then picked out 
the second prize ticket – Fay again would 
you believe! Stewart did the decent thing 
and generously put the ticket back and 
drew again for someone else to share the 
glory of winning.

And there it was, all over for another 
year.  Just the dreaded clearing up to 
do…… tables gathered, chairs stacked, 
gazebos folded, rubbish collected, stakes 
pulled and bunting furled.

Malcolm turned up like a knight in 
shining armour to help load up the tables, 
including those hideously heavy, finger 
pinching, back-twinging trestles which 

we all hate at the end 
of a long day! All the 
borrowed items were 
loaded up in record time 
and we watched as this 
big blue lorry gently 
lurched its way back 
towards St Leonards.  All 
that was left was a small 
pile of neatly stacked bric-
a-brac awaiting collection, 
a wall of big bales, ditto, 
and nothing else to 
suggest just hours earlier 
we had had a full-scale 
fete.

A fantastic result with 
£7,300 being divided 

between Hawridge and Cholesbury 
churches – thanks to ALL of you who made 
this happen. We’ve had our post-Fete 
meeting and we noted where we need to 
improve…… but just wait till next year. I 
doubt it will be bigger or bolder or brasher 
– it will be our traditional village fete – just 
as it always has been. 

Janet Hopkinson
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Echor Music – the story continues…

Those of you who have been following 

our Echor journey so far will know that we 

have now embarked on our third season! I 

find it so hard to comprehend how quickly 

time flies when you’re having fun!

We have just completed our 
first concert of the season at 
Amersham Free Church! For this 

concert, we gathered eight brilliant string 
players to perform Mendelssohn’s String 
Octet. This piece is so exciting and fun to 
perform that we just had to do it again, 
this time up close and personal at the Full 
Moon pub on 1st October. The musicians set 
up in the marquee interspersed between 
the tables, delivering a uniquely immersive 
experience for the listener. We often take 
this experience for granted as musicians 
as we are constantly submerged in the 
sound world of the orchestra, and it’s easy 
to forget that for many people, the sound 
of a violin or cello being played less than 
a metre away from you is still an unknown 
thrill.

We would love to programme more of 
these relaxed and immersive concerts in the 
future. After all, one of our main focuses 
since the very conception of Echor was to 
alter the somewhat stuffy image classical 
music emits, making it more approachable 
and appealing to everyone. 

Another great passion of ours is 
exploring the link between music 
and storytelling. There are so many 
extraordinary stories behind the pieces 
we play that it often feels like a shame 
not to share this with our audience before 
or during the performance itself. For our 
larger projects, we have been known 
to incorporate a large projection on a 
screen above the orchestra, complete with 
images, quotes and crucial facts that, in the 

moment, have the ability to entirely change 
the listener’s interpretation of a particular 
piece of music. Whether it is a simple image 
of Edvard Grieg’s beautiful composing hut 
in Bergen or a yearning love letter from 
Johannes Brahms to his beloved Clara 
Schumann, these insights can be extremely 
powerful and deserve to be shared. 

Storytelling has never been more 
important in our programming than for our 
next concert, Standstill, on 11 November. 
On this significant day, we welcome you to 
join us as we explore the role of war and 
peace in music and the story of the young 
lad pictured along with this article. We will 
perform Richard Strauss’ Metamorphosen, 
a truly breathtaking work uniquely 
composed for 23 solo strings. This piece 
of music is a true favourite for most string 
players, overflowing with unparalleled 
beauty, passion and depth. Please join 
us on this important day and listen to a 
handpicked programme of beautiful music 
and powerful storytelling at the captivating 
Chapel at Ashlyn’s School, Berkhamsted. 

For further information and tickets, 
please visit our website, www.echormusic.
com, where you can also sign up to our 
mailing list to be the first to know of our 
upcoming ventures.

Eva Thorarinsdottir
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Charles Butterworth paid this tribute to his 

mother at her funeral…

Our family have received many lovely 
letters and cards of condolence 
from friends sharing their 

memories. We will remember her life more 
fully after the summer with a Celebration 
of Life, but for today, Alexandra, Ed and 
I, through these words, want to share our 
memories of Mum, and what made her so 
special…

Mum had great drive and energy…
We don’t know where this came from – but 
it seems like she always had a leadership 
trait given she was made head girl at 
school.

We remember Mum for always going 
the extra mile and making sure everything 
was just right – it really was a quiet 
determination that enabled her to achieve 
so much and never better than when she 
needed to achieve a goal - we all remember 
the hours she would sit with Dad in her 
study working things out late into the night 
and then getting up early to make sure 
things were all set for the day ahead.

Dad always said to her that she 
needed to utilise an amazing natural skill 
- a wonderful eye for design and colour - 
which she combined with her instinct with 
people.

Channelling her determination, she 
set up in business on her own and then 
persuaded many very talented artisans - 
curtain makers, decorators, upholsterers 
and builders – who with Mum’s lead 
and vision, together produced some 
inspirationally designed interiors. 

One of her most memorable projects was 
a magical castle in Glen Lyon, Perthshire, 

Memories…
said to be the longest and possibly most 
beautiful Glen in Scotland, previously 
owned by the Wills family of cigarette 
fame.

If you wanted to understand that skill 
then think about Old Bruns Farm and then 
how, from nothing really, she recreated the 
atmosphere and feel in Church Cottage, 
stylish certainly, but also warm and homely.  
But also only Mum could be so wonderfully 
precise – such was her attention to detail 
that she would work with someone who 
put up curtain poles for a living and 
someone else to actually make the curtains, 
because she felt the result would be all the 
stronger.

Mum made many enduring friendships…
A decade was spent at Sarratt once 
married, but really it was at Old Bruns Farm 
where we moved as a family in 1979, where 
she built such a broad and lovely set of 
friendships.

It was helped by a love of entertaining 
– we had big events such as 21sts and 
two weddings, where she herself would 
cook more often than not, but it was that 
drive and eye for detail that meant the 
hairdresser was brought on a train from 
London; a trip to Kent was made simply to 
get the right hops to decorate the barn and 
the ice cream needed to come from Walton 
Street; all done with a grace and ease that 
made for such amazing occasions.

Mum had a very strong community spirit…
Connected for over 40 years to the church 
in St Leonards, where she was a warden for 
24 years, where together with Ann Horn 
they made a fantastic pairing.

Her goal was to make the church 
accessible, active and interesting – we 

remember the 
Harvest Supper as 
a highlight,  as 
do the local 
community 
who 
benefited 
from Mum’s 
cooking – a 
theme here, 
and of the 
many things 
she did for the 
church, but it 
was the Breakfast 
Service that she and 
Ann helped Michael 
Joseph create, where hot 
bacon butties straight from 
the AGA and freshly brewed coffee made 
the service all the more enjoyable that 
encapsulates what she was all about.

She helped raise funds – never daunted 
by a high target and we children always 
will remember the Giant Sale, that brought 
people from neighbouring counties, let 
alone villages and she persuaded so many 
people to give their time. 

I think she led by example and always 
committed her all, which made people 
happy to follow – and in this case another 
round of bacon butties first thing in the 
morning probably helped.

More generally Mum had a strong 
compassion and kindness – she wanted 
to be in and help a thriving community – 
and we all have strong memories of hours 
and hours sat at her desk to publish the 
first Hilltop News local newsletter – it was 
beautifully presented and put together and 
has just celebrated its 20-year anniversary.

Whilst many 
benefited from 

this spirit, it was 
also recognised 
when she 
was awarded 
the British 
Empire Medal 
precisely for 
services to the 
community 

and charity 
fundraising – she 

raised over one 
hundred thousand 

for the SMA Trust.

Mum never gave up on 
her health until the very end – 

always fighting and fighting with hours of 
breathing exercises every day and goodness 
knows how many pills. But she was always 
positive about the outcome and looked 
forward, never for a moment complaining 
about her lot, and also with great courage 
as it must have been very frightening.

The letters Dad has received are truly 
moving, and the theme of them is the same 
– Mum never thought of herself, but rather 
always about others and what she could do 
to help. 

One person wrote “she was the kindest 
and most unselfish person who did so much 
for everyone she came into contact with 
who needed help or a little TLC”.

Dear Mum, rest in peace and rise in 
glory - you have earned and deserved it in 
spades. We love you so much and are so 
proud of what you have achieved. We are 
behind you on your last great journey as 
you’ve been behind us all our short lives.

Anne and Nick – a wonderfully happy marriage
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Anne, Nick and their young family came 

to live in St Leonards in 1979 and very 

quickly became closely involved in the 

life of the Hilltop Villages. Amid raising 

their children and running her successful 

interior design business, Anne took on 

the role of Churchwarden at St Leonards 

and became the founding editor of Hilltop 

News. We asked two of the people who 

worked closely with her to share their 

reminiscences…

Anne and 
the Church
‘We didn’t realise how many people 

cared for her but we’ll no doubt find out 

more from all the cards, letters and the 

Celebration of Life Service later on’.

That remark, made by one of Anne’s 
cherished grandchildren, summed 
up her ability to encompass a large 

family, making each one feel special and 
simultaneously, unknown to any of them, 
except Nick, find so much time to help 
others outside the family circle as well.

To quote the Diocese of Oxford 
‘Guidance for Churchwardens’: 
‘Churchwardens are the glue holding parish 
and church life together’. This epitomized 
Anne at St Leonards both during and 
after her long term as Churchwarden. 
Anne worked tirelessly for the Church for 
over forty years and was Churchwarden 
for at least twenty-two, she never could 
remember, and more probably 24!

No newcomer to the parish can imagine 
the amount of effort and time put in by a 
devoted and dedicated Churchwarden. You 
are the key ‘go between’ for the Vicar and 
the Community. You liaise with the PCC to 
ensure they are fulfilling their duties and 
you always bear in mind that the Church 
must be made a warm and comforting 
place to be. At a practical level you are 
wholly responsible for the building, fabric 
and churchyard, opening and closing the 
church, not to mention organizing the 
Rota well in advance for the various duties 
involved for Sidesmen, Bible and Prayer 
Readers. It should never be mistaken for a 
job in name only; it’s hard work.

Anne’s strong Christian faith was the 
cornerstone of her life and her Christianity 
was kind, compassionate and practical. She 
brought the same approach to everything 
she did, inside the church and beyond it. 
It didn’t matter if you went to church or 
not. She was easy to talk to and confide 
in and quick to offer comfort and hope to 
anyone ill, lonely or in trouble. She faced 
the many demands on her time. It might be 
organising hospital appointments or ‘meals 
on wheels’, with unobtrusive efficiency and 
invariably met any appreciation with ‘Oh 
it was nothing’; although it meant a great 
deal to those she helped.

My own introduction to Anne, 
thirty years ago, came about almost as 
you’d expect, when she was one of the 
Churchwardens at our Wedding Blessing in 
Lent. Wedding and flowers were officially 
forbidden but the Rector was happy to take 
an understanding view and Anne not only 
arranged the flowers in church but took 
time to turn them into beautiful bunches 
which she brought as presents to our 
mothers. I can’t think of anyone else who 
would have made such an effort and shown 
such kindness and generosity to someone 
she hardly knew.

I joined Anne as a churchwarden in 2004 
– she assured me there would be very little 
to do; she had everything in hand. She’d 
used the same words when she persuaded 
me to take on the advertising for Hilltop 
News. Why on earth did I believe her? 
I began to realise the folly of my ways 
when she mentioned that now ten years 
of fundraising had reached fruition, the 
Church Room was actually being built. 
Unfortunately, the budget covered the 
building costs but not the decoration and I 
found myself part of a working party that 
seized paint brushes and paint pots and 
decorated the building inside and out. 
Where had it all gone wrong?

We next had the task of bringing the 
Church and its surroundings back to life, 
not to mention some urgent problems 

on our hands to restore it to good, safe 
working order. The stone cross at the east 
end of the roof was perilously unstable 
and needed replacing. The perimeter walls, 
particularly those close to the footpath, 
were in danger of falling over. Anne and 
Nick planted a whip hedge with John’s 
help in wiring it to keep it stable. It is still 
flourishing today.

The size of our next project was enough 
to give anyone sleepless nights - and did. 
This was renovation work on the grand 
scale: the entire exterior had to be restored, 
re-rendered and painted with the correct 
lime-based material and paint. The cost 
and effort was daunting. Work on a Grade 
II* listed building brings with it huge 
amounts of paperwork - Anne had all the 
flair and ideas vital for fundraising but her 
energy and enthusiasm deserted her when 
confronted with wearying officialdom. It’s 
at times like these that Second Wardens 
come in, patiently writing innumerable 
applications for permission to do the work 
as the authorities throw every conceivable 
obstacle in their way. Spare a thought 
too for the Treasurers, applying for every 
available grant while keeping the spending 
under control.

As we coped with these problems Anne, 
with her meticulous eye for detail, then 
oversaw the work to its conclusion using 
builders and decorators who did a brilliant 
job and more than met our expectations. It 
was the help of so many generous people 
as well as Anne’s drive that kept us all 
going.

There were panic stations. At the 
Blessing of the Church Room, a refreshment 
tent prepared for the Bishop’s imminent 
arrival blew over. Cue all hands on deck. 
Result: tent back in position with minutes 
to spare. Bishop arrives to be greeted by 
an elegant, unflustered and gracious lady! 
When part of the ceiling fell down just 
as we’d completed the renovation on the 
church, neither of us bothered to try being 
unflustered and gracious: even Anne could 
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Anne and 
Hilltop News
No-one reading this, twenty-one years 

later, can imagine the difficulties facing 

Anne when she took on editorship of 

Hilltop News. It wasn’t for the faint 

hearted.

From the beginning its aim was to bring 
the church into the community and 
her ambitions for it were deceptively 

simple; it had to read well and look good. 
Anything dull or stuffy was out. Anne was 

a perfectionist. She wanted something 
professional, properly laid out and printed. 
All of which was expensive - especially with 
an anticipated print run of over 500, and 
Hilltop News had very little money.

It needed grants and advertisements to 
survive: advertisers were being asked to 
spend their money and put their trust in a 
newsletter no-one had seen. There were 
the practical problems of finding printers 
and organising distribution. Most of all she 
needed people; volunteers who were every 
bit as enthusiastic as she was and whom she 
could rely on. That she had no difficulty in 
finding them - she was very persuasive - and 
that most of the team are still with Hilltop 
News, says everything about the loyalty she 
inspired. Anne had the knack of making 
everything seem straightforward and every 
potential problem easily solvable. And she 
was so polite it seemed rude to say ‘no’ to 
her. Ann Horn remembers the moment she 
was recruited: ‘She told me I’d have very 

only take so much.
With the Church a welcoming place to 

be, we kept looking for new ways to bring 
in people of all ages. Little Bears made 
regular visits for twenty years - although 
we couldn’t help thinking it was the juice 
and Anne’s Church Biscuits afterwards that 
made them so attractive. They were loved 
by parents and children alike: the recipe has 
possibly gone global by now. The Breakfast 
Service, another innovation in 2010, is still 
thriving.

We don’t know how one woman 
managed to put so much into her life and 
get so much out of it. We’re so glad she 
came to St Leonards. 

Warmth, infinite kindness and humanity 
are what comes to mind when you think 
of Anne. Everything she stood for was the 
antithesis of mean-spiritedness, small-
mindedness, obduracy and negativity.

She has left a huge gap in the lives of 
everyone who knew her and will miss her. 
It was inordinately sad that she couldn’t 
visit ‘her’ Church one final time, but her 
spirit is embedded within its walls. 

Ann Horn

little to do’. Hundreds of advertisements 
later and despite all the difficulties involved 
she doesn’t regret it.

We were six women - Anne herself; 
Ann, advertising; Paula and Imogen 
proofreading; Rosemary running 
distribution; me sub editing - and two very 
patient and long-suffering men: Tony Taylor 
and Nick, Anne’s husband. Tony had the 
thankless and difficult task of doing the 
layout and typesetting, using technology 
that is archaic by today’s standards; Nick the 
tough job of running our finances. Anne 
was very happy putting her energies into 
raising funds but had much less affinity and 
patience in dealing with the demands of 
the magazine’s budget. Luckily Nick had 
more than enough of both.

There wasn’t any aspect of Hilltop 
News that Anne wasn’t closely involved 
with. She wrote very well. She typed up 
the copy. Together with Tony they found 
a computer programme that made life 

easier in transferring and transforming the 
layout and copy ready for the printers. Her 
approach was always constructive and kind; 
you knew you could call on her for help at 
almost any hour, whatever the problem. 
She never let you down. She was also 
idiosyncratic. She hated certain phrases: 
“unsung heroes” was one; she refused to 
use brackets, or commas in advertisements. 
You could argue for ages over a semicolon. 
In fact you could argue for ages on every 
kind of topic but you never fell out. Her 
diplomacy was in a league of its own. We 
all remained friends.

Looking back, you can’t underestimate 
the determination and sheer hard 
work that kept Hilltop News going, 
the meticulous attention to detail and 
presentation. You’ve no idea how much 
I wish she was here now to criticise this 
piece. She’d certainly tell me to cut it. 

Christine Haysom
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C H U R C H  M A T T E R SC H U R C H  M A T T E R S

HAWRIDGEHAWRIDGE

OOur Churchwarden 
Elizabeth is 
still looking for 

volunteers to join the 
rota to help arranging 
the flowers at Church 
and in cleaning the Church. Please email 
Elizabeth if you can give some of your time 
for this.

It was ideal weather for the joint 
Hawridge and Cholesbury Churches Fete. 
Many thanks to the organising committee 
and to all who contributed in whatever 
capacity. It was a great village event. 
All this hard work and the support and 
participation of those attending will make 
an essential contribution to the finances of 

both Churches. In short, a big Thank You to 
all from Hawridge Church and Parish.

The Patronal Festival at the Church was 
held on 20 August with the congregation 
joining in refreshments after the service.

We are delighted that for the first time 
in two years September sees a wedding 
in Hawridge Church and we wish Sammy 
Halsey and Charlie Elliott much happiness 
and a long future together. Harvest Festival 
will also have been celebrated (this year at 
Cholesbury) and the harvest supper held.  

Come November we shall be marking All 
Souls’ Day and, of course, Remembrance. At 
Hawridge we shall particularly remember 
the four named on the memorial in the 
Church (see photo). A few minutes on the 
internet gives us sadly only a few details of 
those men - 

ST LEONARDSST LEONARDS

HHopefully, in early 
October, the 
Hilltops will 

be dotted with 
Scarecrows for our 
Annual competition. As I write 
this, the preparations are in full swing. The 
culmination of the competition will be at 
the Harvest Supper on 1st October following 
the Harvest Service. We will report on the 
events in the next edition. 

At the end of July we sadly learnt of the 
death of Anne Butterworth. Our sincere 
condolences and prayers for Nick and all 
their family. A fuller reflection on Anne and 
her life is included elsewhere in this edition, 
but we all want to pay tribute to her 
amazing contribution to St Leonards Church. 

Anne was Church Warden for 24 years 
and did so much for St Leonards and the 
villages. She was instrumental in starting up 
the Breakfast Service and in the fundraising 
for the Church Rooms. Many couples will 
remember her generous help with weddings 
at St Leonards. Year after year she served 
the Church faithfully.

The congregation were all very sad that 
her funeral could not be held at St Leonards 
and was moved to Great Missenden Church. 
Our thanks go to them for hosting at 
short notice. I also want to thank all the 
helpers who spent the weekend cleaning St 
Leonards and decorating it in preparation. 
We were pleased that so many people used 
the Church in the following week for private 
prayer and reflection. 

The Breakfast Services continue to be 
well attended. It is always interesting to 
hear talks, prayers and leadership from 
members of the village community, adding 
variety to the Church service rhythm. In 
September we were pleased that Canon 
Rosie Harper could join us to lead a Sunday 
service: thanks to all who attended to make 
her feel very welcome. Unfortunately, the 
Sunday Evening Service that we had hoped 
to start was unable to commence in the 
Church. Other venues are being explored 
and we will update by Grapevine for those 
interested in attending. The next Breakfast 
Service will be on 15 October. We hope 
you can join us for Breakfast followed by 
a relaxed service led by members of the 
village. 

Unfortunately, Hilltop News has not received the Church Service Rota for  

October/November. We would advise that you check Grapevine or  

Church notice boards for service times.

•  Gunner George Baldwin (Royal Field 
Artillery) died on 23 April 1917 during 
the 2nd Battle of Arras (Apr-May 1917) 
and is one of the 35,942 commemorated 
at the Arras Memorial for those with no 
known grave.

•  Serjeant Bert Benning (Oxford & Bucks 
Light Infantry) died on 16 August 1917 
and is buried at a cemetery near Ypres 
(August 1917 was during the 3rd Battle 
of Ypres, often known as the Battle of 
Passchendaele).

•  Serjeant Archibald Brackley (Ox & Bucks, 
and son of Harris and Ada Brackley from 
Hawridge) was 21 when he died on 12 
March 1917 and is buried in a cemetery 
on the Somme Front. 

•  Pte Albert Wright (Ox & Bucks, and son 
of William Wright of Hawridge) was 
27 when he died on 25 April 1916 and 
again is buried on the Somme Front 
(presumably he died in the preliminaries 
to the main Battle of the Somme which 
began on 1st July).

We should, and shall, remember them.
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C a f e  –  B i c y c l e  M a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  R e p a i r s 
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CHOLESBURY CHOLESBURY 

OOur time 
has been 
dominated 

recently by the 
Churches’ Fete 
on Bank Holiday 
Monday and all 
the efforts were worthwhile with a record 
attendance and income. This year saw new 
people helping as Angela Lincoln joined 
the committee and, in turn, brought new 
helpers, including Malcolm Angell who 
provided a large Horsebox to transport 
tables and equipment. 

We always hope the Fete will be an 
afternoon of Fun for local residents and 
visitors alike and we realise the need to 
cater for younger people. There is a full 
report elsewhere in Hilltop News and I 
am delighted that £7,300 was raised to be 
divided between Cholesbury and Hawridge 
churches. A big thank you to all who helped 
preparation, running stalls and spending 
money - a great villages’ event.

On 9th September, Steve Davey was the 
Cholesbury link for the annual Ride and 
Stride event for Bucks Historic Churches. We 
had a total of seven visitors to the church 
for the BHCT Ride and Stride event on the 
Saturday, which wasn’t bad considering it 
was the hottest day of the year! Three of 
our visitors came from All Saints Church in 
Buckland and cycled a total of 27 miles for 

St Leonards will host the Hilltops 
Remembrance event and would be 
honoured if you could join us for the service 
or for the Memorial event starting just 
before 11am at the War Memorial in the 
Graveyard.

the event on their electric bikes, visiting 
churches as they went. They commented 
on how much they enjoyed looking inside 
St Laurence (and I expect it was lovely and 
cool inside for them).  More information on 
BHCT is at www.bucks-historic-churches.org

Remembrance Day will be at St Leonards 
this year when names of the Fallen will be 
read aloud. Do join us at a time of warfare 
in Ukraine.

We now look forward to Advent and 
Christmas in the Hilltops.
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I sometimes come across writers on history 
who are prone to say “Everything can 
be traced back to the Ancient Greeks”. 

They are referring to historical characters 
like Aristotle. Aristotle wrote about a very 
wide range of subjects: the arts, politics and 
most prolifically about natural philosophy. 
He used a word for science ‘dianoia’ but 
this equally covered ethics, politics, the arts 
and poetry.

Aristotle’s writings were the result of 
a missed career opportunity. Aristotle’s 
most monumental work came about 
because although he had become the 
most celebrated pupil at Plato’s Academy, 
when Plato died he did not get the top job. 
Instead, the head of the Academy went to 
Plato’s nephew. 

Aristotle left Athens, crossed the 
Aegean, and found himself, with his 
friend and pupil Theophrastus, on the 
Greek Island of Lesbos. Fortunately for 
Aristotle and us, the island was rich in 
wildlife, on land and in the sea, and was a 
stopping-off place for birds migrating from 
and to Africa, Asia and Europe. Here he 
investigated and documented the natural 

HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

In biology, more than you 
might think can be traced  

back to the Ancient Greeks

world of animals and plants in a completely 
new way. Aristotle, as a philosopher, 
described form, function and order. Despite 
all this deep-thinking, the belief was in 
spontaneous generation by their gods. 
Similarly, during the Christian era that 
followed and throughout the Medieval 
period there was no challenge to the belief 
that all animals and plants were designed 
at the beginning of the world by God and 
their look remained immutable ever since 
then. 

Today, we would call the investigations 
by the Ancient Greeks biology and we could 
call Aristotle the first biologist. He is said to 
have been relentless in observing, collecting 
and ordering facts. He compiled his ideas 
on living things in his ‘Inquiries on Animals’. 
Aristotle’s approach was investigating ‘the 
what and the why’ of nature, which had 
hitherto been seen just part of a chaotic 
world. His observations on marine animals 
are still regarded highly in the modern 
zoological world, over 2000 years after he 
wrote about them!

Aristotle’s original works, in the Ancient 
Greek language, have not survived. We are 

For a change I am focusing, not on a particular animal or plant, but taking “the long view”. 

Frequently, authors refer to historical writers on animals and plants as ‘philosophers’. 

Scholars researching biological subjects from the late 1800s began to call themselves 

scientists. Writers on biological or geological topics, prior to the mid-19th century, would 

describe themselves as natural philosophers. ‘Natural philosophy’ was used to distinguish 

anything in the universe not man-made.

lucky his words have not been lost to us 
thanks to the endeavours of Arabic scholars 
who translated the Ancient Greek into their 
own language. 

These texts initially remained 
unintentionally hidden in libraries. 
Except by Arab, and later, Medieval 
and Renaissance scholars, his work was 
unknown, or was suppressed, as 
Christian faith beliefs began to 
flourish. The accounts in the 
Bible of the great flood, Noah’s 
dispersal of the contents of the 
Ark and his sons and their wives 
migrating to different parts 
of the world, provided an 
unchallengeable rationale 
why there were different 
kinds of plants, animals 
(including humans) in 
different places. 

Between the 
5th and at least 
12th centuries, 
in the absence 
of alternative 
evidence, western 
philosophers 
generally supported 
this biblical explanation. 
The hitherto ‘lost’ Ancient 
text of Aristotle re-emerged 
in latin in the 13th century. 
Aristotle’s ideas about animals 
and plants came to the attention of Thomas 
Aquinas. Aristotle’s natural philosophy 
was rejected as heretical unless it also 
conformed to Christian theology.

In the 16th century Edward Wotton, 
an English Physician, was influenced by 
Aristotle’s writings on animals, particularly 
insects. Wotton is called the founder of the 
science of zoology. Sir Isaac Newton, the 
English philosopher, set out new methods 
for scientific discovery and explanation to 
challenge the orthodox thinking. However, 
this did not provide the impetus to 
revolutionise Aristotle’s ideas in areas such 

as biology, palaeontology, or geology.
The precise date for the Creation was 

most famously set down by the influential 
Archbishop James Ussher, who, in 1650, 
published his thesis on the age of the Earth 
as 9am Saturday 23 October 4004 BCE. He 
calculated the age of the world by literal 
reading of the Old Testament, counting-up 
the number of generations since Adam and 

Eve. 
From the 17th century, geologists, 

biologists and explorers were 
returning with fantastical stories 
about plants and animals. The 18th 
century Industrial Revolution resulted 

in massive excavations for canals 
and railways which exposed 

hitherto unseen rock 
formations, including the 
giant bones of now extinct 
animals. In 1830 geologist 
Charles Lyell’s Principles 
of Geology literally swept 
away the ideas of divine 
intervention and Biblical 
flood and explanations 
for the discovery of 
large bones, fossils and 
stone tools that could 
be precisely dated to 
much earlier eras, as the 
lower down in the rock 
sequence they were 
found, the older they 

must be.
From the Ancient Greeks onwards there 

was a belief in spontaneous generation but 
the unchangeability of plants and animals. 
This was beginning to be challenged in 
the 18th and 19th centuries. In the 19th 
century Jean Baptiste Lamarck managed to 
integrate the beliefs of The Creation with a 
mechanism for ‘evolution’. This suggested 
an animal could pass on to its offspring the 
physical characteristics that it had acquired 
during its lifetime. The most often given 
example was of the long length of the 
giraffe’s neck caused by reaching to the 
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leaves at the top of a tree being passed 
onto their offspring.

In 1831 Charles Darwin took up the 
invitation to be the captain’s gentleman 
companion on board HMS Beagle’s 
expedition, most importantly to The 
Galapagos Islands. What he saw and 
investigated during and after this 
expedition radically influenced his thinking 
and greatly challenged his hitherto 
staunchly held Christian beliefs. 

Alfred Russel Wallace, during his 
explorations in the early 1850’s to the 
Malay Peninsula, set out the significant 
discoveries that led him to come to similar 
conclusions to Darwin. In 1859, Darwin 
published: On the Origin of Species by 
Means of Natural Selection.  

Darwin’s book introduced the theory 
that animals or plants evolve over the 
many generations through the process 
of natural selection. He showed that the 
diversity of life by one species over time 
being the ancestor of two or more species 

a branching pattern of evolution. (Darwin’s 
‘Tree of Life’). Aristotle’s immutability of 
living things remained influential amongst 
some philosophers and scientists. Even 
Darwin around this time praised Aristotle 
for being “….the most important early 
contributor to biological thought”.

From the 20th century onwards, 
Aristotle’s science is hardly ever taught or 
referred to. If it is, his foundation theories 
on biology are not given the credit they 
perhaps deserve. However, at least on 
his studies of marine biology Aristotle 
is praised. He correctly identified 
several crustaceans (crabs and lobsters), 
echinoderms (starfish and sea urchins), 
molluscs (squid and octopuses) and fish. He 
also recognized that whales and dolphins 
are mammals. As he is recognised as the 
first to record observations on marine life, 
Aristotle is referred to as the ‘father of 
marine biology’!

Maybe not everything but, in biology, 
more than you might think can be traced 
back to the Ancient Greeks and… in 
particular, to Aristotle!

Chris Brown
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Autumn pub news

After taking a summer break, your reporter 

is back on the pub beat with some hopeful 

news to bring to you. Two of our pubs 

have been managing to trade successfully 

throughout the past few years, whilst 

two more are trying to make a rebound 

to prosperity. With high energy costs and 

disturbed food market inputs looming on 

the winter horizon, the pubs will need our 

fair-weather support to continue to carry 

them through the dark winter days ahead.

The new Autumn Menu at the Full 
Moon is featuring a wide selection 
of game dishes with a fresh selection 

of wines that are planned to pair well 
with the seasonal menu. Booking is always 
advised for the ever-popular Fish Fridays 
and Sunday Roasts. The latter is occasionally 
accompanied by live music at the end of the 
month. You can have breakfast at the pub 
every morning except on Mondays.

Since many events come up on short 
notice, it is good to keep up with regular 
visits to www.fullmoonpub.info. Those 
that were known when this was written 
include soloist Matthew Castle, who plays 
on occasional Friday evenings. Quiz Night 
has returned on the last Wednesday of the 
month. The popular Game Tasting Night 
will return in November on a date TBA. You 
can book tickets on the Moon’s website for 
“Alvin as Elvis” which will return on Friday 
13 October.

We expect that there will be fireworks 
on the Common and a BBQ at the pub on 
Saturday, 4th November. It is not likely that 
a bonfire will be a feature of the event.

Under the capable management of 
Abigail Burnell, the White Lion has taken a 
rest from special events to focus more fully 
on keeping the culinary offerings varied 
and tasty. We can look forward to a Bari 
pada seafood platter intended for sharing 
with the accompaniment of Spanish music. 
It is suggested that you enjoy this with 
Zarro white Spanish vermouth. Iberico ham, 
expertly carved off the bone, has been an 
established favourite of mine. Galician flank 
steak and cheese fondue are also expected 
to be popular.

Since late July, Mandy’s mare and stallion 
have been showing off their colt foal in the 
fields surrounding the pub’s garden. Since 

Espiritu del León arrived, we have watched 
him growing at a spectacular pace. You 
guessed right, it means Spirit of the Lion.

Under new ownership, the Black Horse 
Inn management had planned a “quiet 
opening” in May. In the event it turned out 
to be a shaky start in the summer. Ms Keely 
Collett is now the live-in manager with a 
suitable hospitality background, but from 
a city setting rather than the more bucolic 
Chiltern countryside. The owners of the pub 
are in the process of establishing a chain 
with a coming addition in Ruislip. In an 
effort to create a brand identity, the pub 
now trades as the Hungry Olive.

The current Head Chef is Gareth 
Savory who has experience of cooking 
a wide variety of national cuisines 
with a concentration that is broadly 
Mediterranean. The sous chefs come from 
a variety of international histories. Given 
these resources, we can look forward to 
a series of special occasions with Greek, 

Italian and Spanish dishes.
Since Keely is concerned that the legacy 

website that she inherited is inadequate, 
a different developer is at work on a 
replacement. It should be available on 
www.hungryolive.com.

The pub is open seven days a week, but 
the kitchen is closed on Mondays. The first 
upcoming event will be a bonfire with 
fireworks on 5th November.

The Old Swan started to make a 
comeback, trading seriously as a pub/
restaurant in September. Jane Joel has 
returned to manage the renaissance. Some 
“refreshment work” has been carried out 
recently.  When this was written in mid-
September, the recovery was still a work 
in progress, but you can follow progress 
on Facebook at The Old Swan Pub (Great 
Missenden).

Bill Ingram
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CURVACEOUS COOK
Pear-amisu

I am lucky enough to have inherited two huge pear trees, no idea what they are, but they are very prolific, 
and different. Last year we gave them a major prune and didn’t expect much fruit this year as a result…

wrong, absolutely covered again. So, my thoughts have turned to pear recipes.

My Italian cook friend, Letizia Mattiacci, includes this recipe that she invented in her Kitchen with a View 
book, and I urge you to give it a go. You can use whatever wines you have to hand. Here in Umbria we 

would use the local rich Sagrantino for the pears and Vinsanto (that you would dip biscotti into)  
for the cream. Serves 8 -10.

16 boudoir biscuits, sponge fingers (lady’s fingers)
250 g mascarpone

500 g chilled whipping cream
2 egg yolks

3tbs Vinsanto or other dry white dessert wine
120g sugar

3 cooking pears
1cinnamon stick

1tsp ground cinnamon
Zest of 1 lemon

4 cloves
500ml red wine or dessert wine

Peel, core and halve the pears and fit tightly in a pan with the red wine, lemon rind, spices and 60g sugar.
Poach very gently with lid on till just tender.

Remove pears from liquid and chop into 1 cm dice.
Add the lemon juice to the liquid and cool.

Beat egg yolks and remaining sugar in a metal or glass bowl over a pan of barely simmering water till 
smooth. Ideally it wants to reach a temperature of 70⁰C, 160⁰ F.  

Whisk in the dessert wine for a minute and leave to cool.
When cool, combine the custard and mascarpone, but don’t overbeat.

Whip the cream to soft peaks, then fold into the mascarpone mix.
Line the bottom of a 22 x30 cm dish with the sponge fingers in a single layer.

Spread the pear pieces on top and drizzle over the cooled wine, so the sponge will be soft but not soggy.
Dollop (her words!) the mascarpone mix on top to cover the fruit.

Cover and chill for at least two hours, or up to a day.
Dust with cinnamon, brown sugar or a few drops of the red wine before serving.

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com

V  V  V

100 Club 
winners 

Cholesbury Village Hall

August 2023
£25 Richard Ballard, Buckland Common

£15 Ann Byrne, Cholesbury
£10 Ben Pamplin, Cholesbury

September 2023
£50 Janet Hopkinson, Hawridge

£25 John Farmer, Buckland Common
£15 Nicki Tullett, Buckland Common

For membership, please contact  
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email  

jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

St Leonards Parish Hall

August 2023
£25 George Haller, St Leonards

£15 Nick Butterworth, St Leonards
£15 Julie Thomas, Buckland Common

September 2023
£15  Liz Firth, Buckland Common
£15 Bryn Woodward, St Leonards

For membership, please contact  
Richard Leat on 758784  

or email leatrj@yahoo.co.uk.

V  V  V
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the December/January edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln by 10 
November latest. Please note that photos 
sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 
pixels in size.
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grahamlnc@aol.com

Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  
annhorn272@gmail.com

Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  
info@michaelspark.com

Distribution 
Rosemary Pearce 758334

Printing 
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Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making 
and is funded by advertising.




