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Celebration of Life

On 26 October, the Parish Church 
of St Peter & St Paul was packed 
with hundreds of people as friends 

joined family to celebrate the Life of 
Anne Butterworth. The Order of Service 
was conducted by the Reverend Malcolm 
Chambers and Mrs Patricia Neale, Licensed 
Lay Minister.

Memories of a rewarding life were 
recalled by Anne and Nick’s children 
Alexandra, Charles and Ed. Readings were 
by grandchildren Freddie, Archie and 
Emilia and ‘The Lily and the Rose’ was sung 
beautifully by Bella, Daisy and Scarlette. 
Organist Wendy Harris and the Choir 
of St Peter & St Paul provided a musical 
background.

After the service, refreshments were 
served in the church, where family and 
friends mingled and shared their special 
memories of Anne. The overriding memory 
of the occasion was that here was the 
celebration of someone with genuine 
warmth, kindness and humanity.

Harvest Treat
Following the success of last year, the 
Harvest Festival featured the ‘scarecrow’ 
competition, and villagers, young and 
old, took to it with relish. Thanks to all 
who made such imaginative figures. The 
intention was to raise awareness of what 
Harvest is all about: giving thanks for the 
bountiful countryside and helping those 
in need. Together with an auction, raffles 
and supper, over £1,250 was raised at the 
Harvest, which was shared between our 
Churches and the Chiltern Foodbank. We 
now look forward to this festive season. 

In this issue

• Margaret Carruthers finds her feet!

• Lindengate celebrates 10 years

• Echor Music prepares for Christmas

•  Chris Brown welcomes feathered 
migrants

•  Our Curvaceous Cook serves up a  
festive treat

Plus, full reports from our churches, school, 
councils, clubs and societies.

It is with sadness we write of the death 
of Pauline Hawkes. Pauline was very 

much part of village life, helping David 
with local daily delivery services. We 

shall miss her.

On behalf of the Hilltop News team, all contributors, advertisers and distributors,  

may you all have a Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL
Cholesbury Ultrafast Fibre Broadband
This project was completed when the 
final address was installed in October. The 
project was initiated and overseen by 
the Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish 
Council. The fibre installation was fully 
funded by Openreach with a significant 
subsidy from UK central government. 
It took three years to complete during 
which Openreach tinkered with its scope 
through a series of five different “final” 
lists of addresses to be served. In the end, 
Fibre to the Premises (FTTP) service is now 
available to 400 addresses in our Parish 
and Asheridge. Addresses in Bellingdon 
connected to the Cholesbury exchange are 
being served by a separate project which 
has also been completed.

Power outages
Since late spring our Parish, The Lee and 
parts of Great Missenden have been 
plagued by vexing power outages. From 
August onwards, the outages became a 
serious problem for people on oxygen, 
homes with necessary baby monitors, EV 
chargers, low tariff appliance settings, PIR 
floodlighting and so on.

Since UK Power Networks were utterly 
unresponsive to individual complaints 
from residents, the Parish Council made 
formal contact with UKPN through the 
office of their CEO. We were then able to 
communicate directly with their overall 
operations manager and eventually with 
their Local Area Operations Manager who 
is immediately responsible for our part of 
the Chiltern Hills. 

UKPN undertook an urgent campaign to 
cut back overhanging trees and vegetation 
which was impacting overhead cables in 
our surrounding areas. The most urgent 
remedial work has been completed, and 
further action is scheduled for January. 
Whilst we welcomed this action, we knew 
that was not the root cause of the outages.

With input from many members of 
the community, we began logging every 
outage in September and October. The 
Lee Parish Council did the same for their 
area including villages in Great Missenden 
Parish.  Our logs demonstrated that the 
outages were occurring simultaneously 
over a wider area than just individual 11kV 
overhead circuits serving our Parish. When 
we presented our findings in graphic detail 
to UKPN, the local ops manager realised 
we had more relevant data than UKPN had 
collected.

When the ops manager realised that our 
outages coincided with events associated 
with an underground 11kV circuit in 
Wendover, his investigations led him to 
a water leak affecting that cable. Since 
the relevant water and cable repairs were 
made, we had one more brief outage 
affecting the two 11kV circuits serving our 
Parish. We hope that outage was a one-off 
event that is not related to the systemic 
fault.

Dog attacks
The Parish Council is aware of aggressive 
attacks by dogs in our Parish and The 
Lee. Several incidents have led to injury 
to walkers and/or dogs and have been 
reported to Thames Valley Police. We have 
raised these incidents with Buckinghamshire 
Councillors who have expressed their 
concern to the police. We know that police 
have identified a dog owner involved in 
some if not all the recent attacks.  Please be 
sure to report any further incidents of dogs 
not under control to the police – especially 
if there are any injuries caused as a result. 

The Green at Buckland Common
The Parish Council discussed the cutting 
schedule for the next year at their October 
meeting and agreed to continue the cutting 
schedule from the previous year, which had 
been received well by residents and families 
in the area. 

Your Parish Councillors are:

Bill Ingram: (Chairman) 758258 

Graham Kersting: (Vice-Chairman) 758319

Philip Matthews: 758205

Oliver Maury: 758015

Helen Neighbour: 758244

Richard Baddon: 757238

Anton Wellenreiter: 758642

Buckinghamshire Councillors:

Patricia Birchley - 07714 704017 

Jane MacBean - 07812 177794

Mohammad Fayyaz – 0777 202 7829

Buckinghamshire Council:

Contact number:  0300 131 6000

Meetings
Parish Council meetings will take place at St 
Leonards Parish Hall. Next meetings are…
• Tuesday 9th January 2024
• Tuesday 20th February 2024

Contacting the Parish Council
If you need advice or assistance, please do 
not hesitate in contacting the parish council 
at  parishclerk.ccslpc@gmail.com

Alternatively, please call the clerk, Hayley 
Farrelly, on 07769-698652.
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How would you describe a monk to young 

children? Earlier in the year, when on 

Mont Saint-Michel, a very tall man passed 

us on the narrow, twisty streets. He was 

bounding along in his sandals, a twinkle 

in his eye, a knowing smile on his lips. 

‘Oh, look, a monk,’ I said, rather inanely. 

‘Where? Where?’ asked the kids. But the 

brown gown, cincture and sandals were 

too close to point at surreptitiously. The 

moment passed. 

Why am I sharing this? Well, the 
first entry I saw emerge for the 
annual scarecrow competition 

this year was a monk, outside St Leonards 
church. In my memory, it was a haunting 
affair, a stooped head shrouded by a 
pointed hood, his habit so long his feet 
could not be seen. I spotted it on the 
way back from swimming one Saturday 
and found myself in an oddly familiar 
conversation. ‘Look, a monk.’ ‘What’s a 
monk, daddy?’ Words to describe a monk 
failed me. Bloke in robe. Holy man. Devotee 
of God. Purveyor of fine beers and spirits. 
Keen gardener. Gregorian chanter. One or 
all of these applies, but do they suffice? I 
felt like I was describing something from a 
bygone age.

 So I stopped the car, reversed to the 
church and said, ‘that’s a monk.’ My son 
nodded, then he asked, ‘yes, daddy, but 
what is a monk?’ Incidentally, just a few 
weeks later I saw a monk on a train. What 
has prompted this resurgence of monkery? 
Or perhaps only I can see them. Regardless, 
the scarecrow competition has been as 
inventive as ever, with H&C school sending 
superheroes into the fray. There was Hulk, 
Iron Man, Spiderman and Black Widow, 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY C OF E SCHOOL

displayed cruciform outside the school 
gates, ready for action. Hulk smash puny 
competition. Let’s hope so big guy.

‘Newt Location Location Location!’ I 
liked this header in the School Newsletter, 
so I’m nicking it. The kids found a newt in 
the grounds and gave it a home near the 
school pond. But is it a smooth or palmate 
newt? The answer is that you can’t tell from 
looking down. The difference is the colour 
of the throat. This is disappointing because 
a smooth newt should be defined by its 
smoothness, like Little Richard’s hair… or 
Roger Moore’s Bond.

For Black History Month, the school 
looked at aspects of Black History, 
from Martin Luther King’s dream, to 
Stevenage’s Lewis Hamilton’s storming F1 
career, via nurse Mary Seacole and NASA 
mathematician Katherine Johnson. And the 

THE COUNTY COUNCIL
I had an interesting 

day on the 

River Chess in 

late September, 

organised by 

Restore Hope, to 

understand the 

Chess Smarter 

Water Catchment 

Pilot. Through this 

initiative Thames Water has invested £13 

million into reducing phosphate load at the 

Chesham Sewage Treatment works. Our 

day involved donning waders to explore 

the clarity of the water and the plan is to 

keep the Chess, one of nine chalk streams 

in the Chilterns AONB, as a unique and 

diverse habitat.

Much of the history of Chesham and 
the surrounding area is derived 
from activities along the river. The 

chalk filter is ideal for growing watercress 
(in Victorian times it was sent to London on 
the new railway).

I also saw local residents on Coombe 
Hill celebrating The Ridgeway’s 50th 
anniversary. A replica Bronze Age sword 
found at Ivinghoe Beacon, conservation 
work with local farmers and the first off-
road bicycles invented by Geoff Apps of 
Aylesbury, were part of the day’s displays.

The Police & Crime Commissioner, 
Matthew Barber, has reported that overall 
crime is down 10% since 2022 and that 
there are major reductions in violent 
crime, neighbourhood crime and domestic 
burglaries (down 57%) over the last decade. 
The force now has over 5000 police officers 
and they have pledged to tackle shoplifting 
and retail crime in Thames Valley.

The Buckinghamshire Business Festival 
from late November until 8th December 
hosts the Growth and Innovation Summit 
for local companies and offers advice 
on support grants, better recruitment, 
decision making and promotion. They are 
offering exhibition stands at the Bucks 
Skills Show 2024 and membership of BBF, 
which is enthusiastically supported by 
Buckinghamshire Council.

Over the past few weeks I have been 
out with the Chairman of the Parish 
Council and the Local Area Technician, 
Wayne Fabian, looking at local road 
issues including potholes, drainage and 
maintenance work. I have also attended 
meetings with HS2 and raised the issue of 
road closures, damage, vehicle movements 
on rural roads and flooding. The route 
of the A413 south of Wendover will be 
adjusted several times to accommodate the 
building of the flyovers and journey times 
can be unpredictable. Cllr Jane MacBean 
and I constantly remind them of the 
inconvenience caused to local residents and 
the need for accurate information.

Please let me know if I can raise your 
concerns with officers at County Hall.

Cllr Patricia Birchley 
Chiltern Ridges Division, Buckinghamshire 
Council Patricia.Birchley@buckinghamshire.
gov.uk 07714 704017

cont)
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HAWRIDGE & 
CHOLESBURY COMMONS 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Calendars/cards 
As I write, the 2024 Hilltop Villages Calendar 
and some new cards are being printed at 
Orbitpress and will be on sale by the time 
this edition of Hilltop News comes out. Once 
more, calendars can be purchased from 
Chiltern Motors, from me lindsaygriffin@
yahoo.co.uk or other members of the 
Committee. Again, our local photographers 
have come up trumps and, with Susie Bell’s 
help in designing it, we have another 
stunning calendar.

We were spoilt for choice given all the 
photos that were submitted so I do hope 
that you won’t be disappointed if your 
image didn’t make it this time.
The calendars are still £10 each (£1 extra 
for a sturdy envelope) for the tenth year 
in a row thanks to the generosity of our 
sponsors who, between them, almost cover 
the printing costs. Thanks to them the 
calendar generates a substantial part of 
the contracting costs to maintain the paths, 
rides, ponds and grassland. 

As always, our grateful thanks to the 
following for their loyal support: WE 
Black; George Brown’s; St John’s Veterinary 
Practice; Chiltern Motors; The Full Moon 
Pub; MT Loos; HG Matthews; Philip 
Matthews; Cholesbury- cum-St Leonards 
Hort Soc; Chiltern Velo Café; James Jolliffe, 
Christmas Tree Farm; and Orbitpress.

Cricket Club
We would also like to thank the Cricket 
Club for allowing us to use their facilities 
once again for our pre-Christmas stall on 
25th November. This arrangement makes it 
very much easier for us to sell our calendars, 
cards, fruit cakes and this year some of 
Charles Elliott’s decorations and apple juice, 
sloe gin and blackberry vodka, produced by 
Janet. 

Dormice
Some time ago we installed some dormice 
footprint tunnels on Hawridge Common 
since we have lots of hazels and honeysuckle 
which are good habitat for them. These 
are very elusive creatures and we have 
never had reports of any on the Commons. 
However, absence of evidence is not 
evidence of absence! At the time we did 
not advertise this venture since dormice 
are heavily protected and we didn’t want 
people to interfere with them if there were 
any around. 

Sadly, no evidence was found and we 
are not alone in finding none. A recent 
report has shown that the population of 
dormice has plummeted by 70 per cent since 
2000. This is due largely to the decrease in 
understory in woodlands and, in part, to 
the fact that we have warmer winters and 
dormice, which hibernate for six months of 
the year underground, wake up too early 
when there isn’t enough food to sustain 

Windrush generation - thousands of people 
who moved to Britain to help rebuild 
following World War II but faced racism 
and discrimination because of the colour 
of their skin. Serious, but crucial stuff. Part 
of a rich education that should give our 
kids the key ability to think outside their 
personal experience of the world.

Rob Scott
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This therapeutic yoga is about self-discovery – working 
with gravity and the breath to release tension and move 
with ease, nourishing mind and body.

I teach private one-to-one sessions which can help 
develop a practice that deepens your level of awareness 
beyond what can generally be achieved in a class setting. 

I also have regular online classes. 

For more information call 07973 152825 
or email: michaelsparkyoga@gmail.com
www.michaelsparkyoga.com

One-to-one yoga

them. The People’s Trust for Endangered 
Species has many initiatives to try to stop 
this decline.

Brown rats
In the October issue of Hilltop News, I 
quoted Jonathan Tulloch who reported 
in The Times that research indicates that 
brown rats may have a sense of humour 
and speculated that they may be the 
only other animal to laugh. However, a 
Google search suggests that ‘Laughter as 
communication is found in over 60 species 
including chimpanzees, gorillas, orangutans, 
dogs and dolphins’ and that rats emit long, 
50-kHz ultrasonic calls that are induced 
during rough and tumble play and when 
tickled by humans. The vocalization is 
described as distinct ‘chirping’. Like humans, 
rats have ‘tickle skin’: areas of the body that 
generate greater laughter responses than 
others. Rats that laugh the most also play 
the most and prefer to spend more time 
with other laughing rats. It is good to think 
that local rats may be having fun - as long as 
they aren’t in my attic or your hen house!

Litter
After the final cut on the Commons the 
amount of rubbish has become much more 
evident and we appreciate any help in 
keeping it under control. As the annual 
Litterblitz is usually in the school holidays 
and young children often participate we are 
considering having blitzes in other school 
holidays. We are happy to provide litter-
picks and would welcome suggestions for 
little rewards for participating children.

DofE
Our latest DofE volunteers, Zac Morris and 
his mum Lucy, have recently planted a 
further 120 native daffodil bulbs opposite 
the school, towards the bug hotel. They also 
cleared part of the manorial waste of fallen 
branches to make it easier for a little tractor 
to keep that area clear in future. Zac is also 
going to add some bug friendly items to the 
hotel, clear birch saplings from the heather 
beds and help at the sale at the Cricket Club. 

Thank you Zac and Lucy for all your help.

Subscriptions
Although the date of the AGM has changed, 
the end of our financial year remains 31st 
October and so if you do not pay your 
subscription by direct debit or PayPal your 
annual subscriptions are due now. Family 
membership remains £20 and for an 
individual, £10.
It is easy to make payments to HCCPS via our 
website hawridgeandcholesburycommons.
org under HCCPS Membership. Here you 
can…
• complete a Standing Order form.
• use PayPal without signing up to PayPal.
Alternatively, you can make a Bank Transfer 
to Hawridge and Cholesbury Commons 
Preservation Society, Account Number: 
50458015, Sort Code: 20 - 02 – 06, Reference: 
Subs + Payer’s name.

NB It would be helpful if you send a 
confirmatory email to treasurer.hccps@
gmail.com

Cash or Cheques made payable to HCCPS 
may be sent to Philip Prettejohn, Barncroft, 
Vale Farm, Hawridge. Chesham HP5 2UG.

Annual accounts
After the accounts are passed by the 
Committee and our examiner, Ben Lewis, 
they will be posted on our website 
hawridgeandcholesburycommons.org.

Lindsay Griffin

All help with litter picking appreciated

“Michael’s very 
enjoyable yoga  
is centred around 
self-enquiry. 
Gentle and  
slow-paced, 
suitable for 
beginners and 
experienced 
practitioners 
alike, the sessions 
encourage and 
allow time for 
self-exploration.”
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CHOLESBURY CUM ST LEONARDS HORT SOC

As I write I’m gazing out at a very wet 

and windswept garden as the first named 

storm of the winter blows in. I am hoping 

the Hilltops does not suffer too much 

damage.

As we have so far only had mild 
frost, I have plants flowering 
now into November. For a good 

display in autumn it is hard to beat the 
many different varieties of Michaelmas 
daisies. They can be divided up now to get 
established to add colour next year. Plant 
Japanese anemones next to them with their 
white and pink flowers to complement 
them and they should keep flowering for 
several weeks in a mild autumn.

My last roses are still blooming and I 
can recommend Buff Beauty with its sprays 
of cream flowers. It makes a large shrub 
and has three to four flowerings a year: I 
have even picked it on Christmas Day! It is 
very reliable and disease free. The other 
shrub rose I have is Sweet Juliet which is 
also still flowering. Now is a good time to 
plant roses - perhaps ask for one as an early 
Christmas present so it can get established 
over winter.

Other flowers still blooming are dahlias. 
I have three large plants which I don’t dig 
up and I’ve never picked them in November 
before. They make a good ‘hedge’ between 
the flower border and my small vegetable 
patch. David Howard is a decorative variety 
with orange flowers which looks good 
against prolific bronze foliage. The other 
surprise is that I have two hollyhocks which 
have for the first time made a second 
flowering. 

Because of the mild autumn I also have 
some pelargoniums flowering outside. 
However, as I have two trays of cuttings 
established, I must pull them up and give 

all the terracotta pots a good clean before 
storing them in the shed overwinter. It is 
time to wash other flowerpots and seed 
trays ready for spring sowing. Also it’s 
time to get mowers serviced and cleaned, 
tools sharpened and spring clean the 
greenhouse.

The local garden centres still have a 
good selection of bulbs and it is not too 
late to plant tulips and alliums outside - 
also a good place to go for last minute 
Christmas presents for gardening friends!

The Hort Soc Committee is now planning 
for 2024 and hopes once again to arrange 
a coach trip in the summer, which always 
proves popular with members. If you would 
like to open your garden next summer 
please get in touch.  To join the Hort Soc 
please contact our Secretary Diana Garner 
by email on  montana@cholesbury.net.

Liz Firth

Ann Buckley
Bespoke Floral Designs
Flowers for all occasions

01442 890184
07909 542149

annmalvern@sky.com
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH
Trust and the internet
Christmas is fast 
approaching and following 
the life changing pandemic 
our shopping habits have 
changed with many of us favouring the 
option of shopping online and utilising the 
internet for searches and ideas. If you have 
high value items delivered, please think 
about how you dispose of the packaging 
and don’t leave obvious clues to a random 
passerby to see what you may have in your 
home. Remove the temptation and either 
take the packaging to the household waste 
site or turn it inside out.  

These days, most of us take the internet 
for granted for many of the things we do 
every day. Things we do from choice like 
social media, reading the news or streaming 
entertainment, and things we must do like 
accessing official services.
The internet’s unequalled choice, 24/7 
convenience and flexibility are benefits 
that suit people of all ages wherever they 
live or work. Others, however, prefer to 
do things the traditional offline way, a 
major reason being trust. We have all either 
experienced at first hand or heard about 
negative experiences, including online fraud 
or abuse which are, unfortunately, all too 
commonplace.

To go online with safety and confidence, 
it is important to get to know who and 
what you can trust … and who and what 
you can’t.

Safeguard your children
It’s good to trust your child to behave safely 
and responsibly online but remember, they 
learn from being curious and develop by 
pushing boundaries. Consider parental and 
ISP filters.

Chat regularly with your child about 
what they do online and get them to show 
you. Cover the potential negatives, like 

oversharing, exposure to inappropriate 
content, cyberbullying and stranger danger, 
whether on social media, while messaging 
or on gaming and other platforms which 
feature chat. Talk about who they should 
and shouldn’t trust.

Steer your child towards safe searching 
and trustworthy websites and apps. Check 
what they’re watching and/or sharing on 
streaming sites like YouTube and TikTok. 
Encourage them to use child-friendly 
platforms like YouTube Kids. 

Buy online safely 
From trainers to trucks, tickets to tech, 
handbags to holidays, you can buy anything 
online. But fraudsters use auction sites, 
social media networks and other online 
marketplaces to lure in their victims with 
advertisements for products that simply 
don’t exist. To find out whether a website 
is likely to be legitimate or fraudulent, 
visit www.getsafeonline.org/checkawebsite

Misinformation and fake news: spot the 
difference
There is a substantial volume of both fake 
news and misinformation on the internet, 
some of it intended to be malicious, some 
quite innocent. Unfortunately, many 
people trust in everything they read and 
not only act on it but pass it on too. It’s very 
important that you can tell the difference 
between real and fake information by 
asking yourself if it really seems authentic 
and checking it against other, respected 
sources.

Be social but be careful
With a community of billions of people on 
social media, it shouldn’t come as a surprise 
that you need to take care when using it.
For example, take time to think about who 
might see your profile and what you post 
or comment on. Can you trust everybody 
with what you’re sharing? Also, think about 
friend requests: can you trust that somebody 
is who they claim to be?

And remember that posts and messages 
that catch your eye may also not be as they 
seem. Charitable appeals could be genuine 
… or they may be fraudulent. Quizzes and 
surveys may be designed to capture your 
confidential data. Advertisements may be 
fake. Always think twice before you click or 
respond.

Keep safe!

Erin Thwaites (758079)

CHOLESBURY-CUM-ST 
LEONARDS W.I.

Your village needs you! Have you 
decided not to read this item as the 
Women’s Institute is not your thing? 

Well, things have changed - forget jam, 
Jerusalem and tedious business meetings. 
We are a casual, friendly group, meeting 
in the warm and comfortable local hall 
once a month. We have speakers, which 
gives a focus to the evening. Examples have 
included declutter ideas, a detective talking 
about his cases, a tour guide from Hampton 
Court who gave a talk called ‘Sex, Lies 
and Scandal’, which was as intriguing as it 
sounded. 

Then a cuppa and home again by 9.30pm 
if you want to be. There is no age dynamic, 
many of us joined when our children were 
young to have a different focus from school 
and homework and have made lifelong 
friends in the process. The cost to join is just 
£36 a year plus £1 for refreshments on the 
night.

So, for ‘old’ villagers and new, why not 
come along and give us a go? Just arrive at 
7.30pm to St Leonards Parish Hall on the 
third Monday of the month and you will 
be made very welcome. At our previous 
meeting, on 20th November, local speaker 
Wendy Moran talked about her work as a 
Magistrate in Chelsea.

The WI - another string to the bow of life in 
our lovely Hilltop Villages.

Hilary Sheppard
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During the off 

season Hawridge and 

Cholesbury Cricket 

Club is working hard 

to continue to be part 

of the community and 

to prepare for the 2024 

season.

On Saturday 25th November the 
Hawridge & Cholesbury Commons’ 
Preservation Society held its 

‘Christmas Fundraiser’. On Boxing Day, as 
usual, the bar will be open and we will have 
refreshments available, including hot food 
and mulled wine, as the annual hunt meet 
takes place in the village.

The cricket square has been put to bed 
for the winter. The groundsman George 
Kerr has worked tirelessly to ensure the 
ground is well prepared. I know he is very 
appreciative of the support he received 
from Philip Matthews and James Joliffe 
during last season, who provided tractors 
and mowers when ours were out of action. 

I am very pleased to let you know of 
the success of one of our playing members. 
In October Steve White represented 
the Rest of the World XI in a triangular 
tournament in South Africa. The over-60s 
squad played matches against South Africa 
and Zimbabwe. Steve played in all the 
games, which included a match winning 
innings of 85 in the victory over Zimbabwe, 
and helped the team win the tournament 
overall.

We are looking forward to the new 
season already and we will hold our AGM 
on Thursday 22nd February 2024, after 
which we’ll be opening up our membership 
application forms. We have cricket 
opportunities for all age groups from 5+ 

and hope to extend our membership, so 
please keep an eye on our website: https://
hawridgecholesbury.play-cricket.com/home. 

If you would like to support the club 
over the winter we have a very easy way 
to do so: easyfundraising.com. Over 7,000 
brands will donate to us when you shop 
online with them, at no extra cost to you. 
We’ve already had over £200 pledged this 
way, so please consider it if you’re doing 
any Christmas shopping online.  

We are a small club and are always 
grateful for help of any sort. If you would 
like to get involved in any way, be it 
playing, scoring, umpiring or generally 
getting involved with the Club, please feel 
free to contact me directly on chairman@
hawridgecricket.co.uk

Sean Robinson 
Chairman

HAWRIDGE & CHOLESBURY CRICKET CLUB

International success for Steve!

LINDENGATE
Lindengate is a multi-award-winning 

nature-based Health & Wellbeing Charity 

based in Wendover. Since 2014, with the 

support of over 200 volunteers, Lindengate 

has transformed a disused allotment site 

into a six-acre secret garden with a nature 

reserve, ponds, orchard, kitchen garden 

and sensory garden. 

In September Lindengate celebrated 
its 10th birthday by opening a new 
Apothecary Garden. An apothecary’s 

garden is known for having healing herbs 
and plants with restorative properties 
for people’s wellbeing and health so is a 
perfect addition to the gardens. Countess 
Howe, His Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of 
Buckinghamshire, officially opened the 
Garden during the evening celebrations. 

The gardens at Lindengate are open to 
visitors throughout the winter months. 
Open garden times are: 
• Wednesdays-Fridays 11am-3pm
• Saturdays 1-3pm

Entry to the gardens is free but 
donations are welcomed.  

More details https://www.lindengate.
org.uk/open-gardens/ 
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LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP
This is the Local History 

Group’s 60th year and 

meetings continue as 

follows…

The first meeting of 
2024 is on Friday 5th January and 
is Historic graffiti - scratches on the 

walls. Our presenter is James Wright.
Please note this talk will be delivered 

by Zoom. Access from 7.30 for a 7.45pm 
start. Non-members can book to attend this 
talk by contacting Richard Leat, by email /
telephone, before 3rd January. See info on 
how to book for this talk below.

The study of historic graffiti has achieved 
a place in the archaeological mainstream 
during the last decade. Looking closely with 
a torch at the walls of our historic buildings 
will reveal a world of graffiti left by our 
ancestors that illuminates their beliefs and 
fears.

Our speaker James is an archaeologist, 
speaker and adviser on medieval buildings 
and everyday life of that period. We are 
pleased to welcome back James, who gave 
an excellent presentation last year.

The following meeting is on Friday 2nd 
February at 7.45pm at St Leonards Parish 
Hall, doors open at 7.30pm. The talk is 
The British Civil Wars, 1642-51, in art. Our 
speaker is Stephen Barker. 

This presentation highlights some 
important moments during the Civil Wars of 
the mid seventeenth century, as represented 
in works of art. It focuses particularly 
on portraits and scenes executed at the 
time and those canvases produced in the 
Victorian era.

Stephen is an independent Heritage 
Advisor, who works with museums, 
universities and other heritage 
organisations to design exhibitions. He 

focuses on presentations and tours related 
to the First World War and British Civil Wars.

After our talks at St Leonards Parish Hall, 
tea/coffee and biscuits are served, providing 
an opportunity to meet and talk informally 
to our speakers and meet and chat to fellow 
villagers.

Membership of the Local History Group 
is great value at just £10 for the 2023-
24 season, providing free access to all 
meetings, a copy of the Group’s Newsletter 
and invitation to our regular summer 
outing. Membership subscriptions can most 
easily be paid via BACS transfer, see below, 
but can be paid at the door.

Visitors always welcome. The fee for 
attending a single meeting is £4, at the 
door. If paying by BACS, contact Treasurer 
Richard Leat, on 01494 758784 or leatrj@
yahoo.co.uk for the Local History Group 
bank details. 

Chris Brown 758890
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Foot treatment - within 
walking distance!
“People get embarrassed talking about 

their feet sometimes, it’s not a particularly 

celebrated part of the body! However, it 

has been a job I have enjoyed for the last 

27 years”. So says Maggie Carruthers, who 

is well known in the Hilltops through her 

enthusiastic involvement in many village 

activities and fundraising.

Maggie is an HPCP registered 
Podiatrist (Chiropodist) BSc MChS. 
She completed her Podiatry 

degree training at Cardiff University 
(1994-97).  She is qualified to give local 
anaesthetics for small procedures like 
nail surgery and holds a basic counselling 
certificate. Like other medical professionals, 
Maggie maintains and develops her skills 
through ongoing professional courses. She 
goes to online and real time training events 
and conferences to meet up with colleagues 
locally and nationally. She also mentors 
some local foot health practitioners, who 
pass on to her cases like nail surgery and 
MSK assessments.

Maggie didn’t ever imagine at school 
that she would go into this profession. “My 
best subject was art and I spent four years 
studying to be a textile designer at art 
college in the late 80s /early 90s. There was 
not much work around for designers when I 
qualified, so I got a job in the local hospital 
as an HCA nurse to fund my artwork. Whilst 
working in hospital, I quickly realised I was 
much better suited to medical work and 
retrained as a podiatrist. My first job was in 
a large group practice in Clapham, where 

I worked for five years before leaving to 
start a family alongside setting up my own 
business in Amersham within my parents’ 
nursing home”.

What exactly are podiatry and 
chiropody? What’s the difference between 
the two?

“I get asked this question all the time. 
Podiatry is a more modern term for 
Chiropody, but there is no difference. I 
understand that the name change may 
have come about to avoid confusion with 
chiropractors during the 1970’s. Podiatrists 
treat all things medical related to the feet 
and lower limb”.

Maggie then set up her clinic at her 
home in Cholesbury. “I considered that 
working from home would give me more 
flexibility around family life and to work 
in a peaceful and beautiful setting which I 
enjoy sharing with my patients. For many 
years I have been working in my existing 
Amersham clinic but battling my way 
through Chesham traffic gridlock can get a 
bit much sometimes!”

“Our property runs alongside the Iron 
Age Hill Fort. We worked with a local 
architect to come up with a suitable 
design for a garden room that could 
be multifunctional, including providing 
suitable facilities for a clinic. Because of 
the position next to the Hill Fort, it was 
necessary to have a review of the site by 
Historic England called a ‘Heritage Asset 
Impact Assessment’. Eventually, Chiltern 
District Council, building control, council 
archaeology and Historic England approved 
the design. Building started in September 
2022. Like all good building projects it took 

longer than expected, from the original 
idea to the finished building. The door to 
the clinic opened in January 2023. We like 
nicknames in my family and my husband 
has nicknamed my clinic ‘The Pod Palace’ 
(pod for podiatry) and even made me a 
coffee mug to match for my Christmas 
present! There are no downsides to 
working from home. My Monday morning 
commute is a walk across the patio”. 

Maggie likes working on a one-on-one 
basis. “You need to have a strong stomach 
(particularly for pus-filled infected toenails) 
and a keen sense of smell which, weirdly, 
can help with diagnosis, especially fungal 
infections (there are testing kits available 
for this now though). You also must be 
very dexterous, especially for tricky-to-
reach corns between the toes. Diplomatic 
too! I spend a lot of time reassuring and 
advising about foot care. Foot issues 
either fall into a ‘fixing’ or ‘managing’ 

category. Some of my work is advising/
assessing foot deformity or pains like 
metatarsalgia and making orthotics to help 
people walk better and then signposting 
people to specialists like surgeons, physios, 
osteopaths, dermatologists and bespoke 
shoemakers”.

Maggie has had a fair share of unusual 
conditions. “I had a gentleman born with 
six toes on both of his feet and rightly 
struggles to find shoes that fit properly. 
Also a lady born with no toes (a rare 
genetic condition) on both feet who gets 
too embarrassed to wear sandals. Another 
patient self-diagnosed a rare foot condition 
from Dr Google which turned out (much 
to their relief) to be a piece of purple 
tissue paper stuck to their foot! I have had 
ordinary people discuss their extraordinary 
lives, particularly my regulars whom I have 
got to know over a decade or more and 
some famous people too. One TV sitcom 
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Echor –  
thank you for the music

I write to you the day after our 

Standstill performance at the Chapel at 

Ashlyns School. After weeks and months of 

organising, the thrill of seeing everything 

coming together so beautifully on the day 

is what makes doing this so special. Thank 

you to everyone who came along, I truly 

hope you enjoyed the evening as much as 

we did!

There is no time for dust to settle as 
we now have our annual Christmas 
concerts to prepare! Whilst we have 

always wanted to create wildly contrasting 
concert experiences for our audience, 
by either choosing unusual venues or 
showcasing different themes, we also feel 
that it is just as important to have a warm 
and reliable staple at the heart of our music 
series. This is what our Christmas concerts 
represent. 

Spoilt with an endless resource of 
stunning Baroque music to choose from, 
Nick and I feel like two kids in a candy shop 

when it comes to picking the repertoire 
for these concerts. If you are looking for 
some peace and quiet in a candlelit church 
setting during the lead-up to the festive 
season, these concerts are perfect to enjoy 
with the whole family.

This year we are doing two 
performances, the first one on the 15th 
December in Amersham and the second 
on the 16th December in Wendover. Please 
check our website for more information 
and tickets - www.echormusic.com.

I also want to mention how lovely 
it has been to see so many of the 
Hilltop community at my Hilltop Bach 
performances over the last year. It has been 
a wonderful experience so far and with 
only two more to go, I am already thinking 
of different ways for these complimentary 
mini concerts to continue. 

That’s all from me this time. Thanks 
again for all your wonderful support and 
hopefully I will see some of you at our 
Christmas concerts in December!

Eva Thorarinsdottir

star always used a private back door and 
wore a hat and scarf pulled up high over 
his face so he wouldn’t be recognised 
by patients in the waiting room. I have 
enjoyed treating people from all walks of 
life of all denominations. Foot problems 
don’t discriminate!”

Maggie’s family live locally and are 
mostly all medical. Her parents owned and 
ran a local nursing home in Amersham and 
their children at the time lived alongside 
the residents in one large house. Maggie 
helped care for the elderly people to earn 
extra pocket money and learned from a 
young age to live alongside people with 
dementia. Her brother, Michael Thornton, 
works as a local osteopath in Tring and 
it was his family who persuaded Maggie 
to move to Cholesbury, about twelve 
years ago. Residents of the Hilltops – foot 
problems or not – are glad she did!

The dangers of 
Christmas

Over the past few years A&E has 
reported the following mishaps…

•  Broken molars from trying to open 
beer bottles with teeth.

•  Serious burns while trying on a new 
jumper while smoking.

•  Cracked skulls after passing out in 
the toilet.

•  Injuries involving out-of-control 
Scalextric cars.

•  Broken arms following cracker-
pulling incidents.

Be careful this Christmas!
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Our thoughts now turn to Advent 
and Christmas. We look forward to 
welcoming large gatherings to the 

Christmas services the Churches are hosting 
for our community.

Both Cholesbury and Hawridge will host 
Carol services (check rota for details) - a 
traditional service of Christmas readings 
and carols in the run up to Christmas. They 
are very much community occasions so if 
you would like to be involved, especially 
doing one of the readings, please do let 
me, John Farmer or Elizabeth Tomlin know. 
St Leonards will host a Community Carols 
Event, which will be a vibrant and involving 
occasion for all the family.

On Christmas Eve Midnight Mass will 
be at St Leonards Church. If you wish to 
celebrate the first communion of Christmas 
do join us for this traditional service. On 
Christmas morning we will gather for 
a Christmas Day Communion Service at 
Cholesbury. Again, we seek to rotate the 
Christmas day service around the churches. 

The Sunday after Christmas is of 
course New Year’s Eve and is, unusually, a 
fifth Sunday in December. Accordingly, I 

scheduled a United Benefice Communion 
Service at The Lee Old Church at 10am that 
Sunday. I expect it to be fairly low key and 
will keep the service simple accordingly. 
Services settle down in January 2024, back 
into our regular pattern.   

We are looking forward to hosting a 
united Benefice Confirmation Service at The 
Lee (the biggest church for such an occasion 
and where most candidates associate) on 
Sunday 28th January 2024. Bishop Alan 
will preside over the confirmation of five 
candidates from across the four parishes. 
It is an important church and community 
occasion, so do put the date in your 
diary to gather for the service.  If anyone 
else is interested in being confirmed or 
investigating the Christian faith, do let me 
know.

We’re so looking forward to welcoming 
you and gathering you in anticipation of 
the Good News of Jesus Christ, which has 
come to us at Christmas, is still coming to 
us at Christmas and will come again, which 
roughly translated means Happy Christmas.

God Bless 

Rev Chris Haywood 

From Revd. Chris Haywood…
Remembrance Sunday is a significant day for 

the Hilltops and I was pleased to hear how 

the community had come together for the 

Remembrance Service at St Leonards Church and 

the Act of Remembrance around the war memorial. 

I was especially pleased representatives from 

Hawridge and Cholesbury School laid a wreath in 

keeping with the community occasion.  

I was grateful to Associate Archdeacon  

Chris Bull for taking the service for me as  

I was committed to presiding at The Lee this year. 

Hilltop coffee & cake

We have now held two Coffee & 
Cake mornings at St Leonards 
Parish Hall on the second Friday 

of the month. We initially met in October 
on a wet Friday morning. Several villagers 
turned up to support us despite the 
weather. 

In November the hall was buzzing. Cakes 
were generously donated and proceeds 
were donated to Children in Need. We 
raised a total of £130 during the morning.

We have a wonderful team who put out 
the tables and chairs, arrange background 
music, serve endless cups of coffee and 
tea and portions of cake and clear it all up 
afterwards. Do let me know if you would 
like to join us.

The next coffee & cake morning will be 
a Christmas special on Friday 8th December 
at 10.30am. Coffee, cake and mince pies 
will be on offer and there may even be one 
or two carols sung to begin the Christmas 
season.

Diana Mills

01296 624 993/07761 283 148
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T H E  L E E  A N D  H I L L T O P S  S E R V I C E  R O T A  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 3  -  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 4T H E  L E E  A N D  H I L L T O P S  S E R V I C E  R O T A  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 3  -  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 4
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Congratulations Charlie and Sammy

C H U R C H  M A T T E R SC H U R C H  M A T T E R S

HAWRIDGEHAWRIDGE

TT he first wedding 
to be celebrated at 
St Mary’s for three 

years took place in late 
September when Charlie 
Elliott and Sammy Halsey 
were married. It was both a real village 
wedding, as it involved friends singing and 
bell ringing at the Church, and a village 
spectacle with Shire horses (live, not metal, 
ones!) and a carriage, a Routemaster bus 
to transport guests (around 120) from 
their cars to the Church and then an 
evening in opulent marquees nearby. Our 
congratulations to Charlie and Sammy 
and best wishes for a long and happy life 
together.

The churchyard was also ‘dressed’ for 
this wedding with added flowers in beds 
by the entrance path and all the grass cut. 
In fact, our churchyard has looked very 
well all year, which prompted a recent 

CHOLESBURY CHOLESBURY 

RRev, Chris 
Haywood was 
recovering 

from surgery during 
October and we 
are grateful to two 
visiting Ministers 
who came forward and led our services. 
These were Keith Justice from Stoke 
Mandeville and Julian Hunt from Princes 
Risborough. They were most welcome.

During our Vacancy we were well 
served by several visiting Ministers. It 
is sad to record that one of our former 
regular visitors, Rev Ian Ogilvy, who lived 
in Marsworth, died on 4th October. Ian 
was in demand from several parishes and 

I learnt to phone him early to secure his 
good natured presence. At his crowded 
Thanksgiving service in Tring we were 
reminded of his long and varied career but 
specially of his conviction that God is Love.

Harvest was celebrated with a 
Communion service. The flower 
arrangements again reflected our new 
custom of simplicity and windowsills were 
decorated with green apples in neat piles. 
This could have become a risk as glis-glis are 
known to favour apples but none showed 
teeth marks!

It is our custom to collect for the 
Chesham Food Bank and a large hamper 
was provided to keep vulnerable items safe 
from our rodent visitors. Cans and toiletries 
were exposed under the west window as in 
the photo. We gave 43kg of gifts, including 
a good variety of soup tins whose contents 
reflected international recipes.

However, glis-glis damage had again 
occurred and two lighting circuits were 
down and needed repair. Fortunately, the 
heating was unaffected and was first used 
on 30th October to provide a comfortable 
service.

Food Bank collection

visiting clergy to remark that, of the many 
local country churches he visited, St Mary’s 
churchyard was probably one of the best 
kept. Our continued thanks, therefore, 
to The Friends of Hawridge Church for its 
financial contribution to this work and to 
Janet and Peter Hopkinson for running the 
Friends and doing much of the physical 
work. As with anything in nature, though, 
there is always something to be done. Thus, 
as a good neighbour to those nearby with 
ornamental bushes and with the approval 
of the Diocese, the next task is to remove 
a very large box suffering from box moth 
blight. For once, the Hon Treasurer is on the 
ball and has already raised the funds to do 
this (with thanks to those who contributed). 

As is its tradition, Hawridge hosted a 
service (based on the Order for Evening 
Prayer) on Sunday 5th November for ‘All 
Souls’. The service particularly aimed to 
remember and pray for those in the four 
parishes who died in the last year and 
their names were read in commemoration. 
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The names of other departed souls with 
a close connection to the congregation 
and parishioners were also read and 
remembered. Candles were lit in memory.   

Hawridge Church will celebrate 
Christmas with an early evening Carol 
Service on Christmas Eve and we hope that 
we shall again have a very full church. We 
also hope (details will be announced if 
this, or other events happen) to organise a 
Christingle service.

At the end of the year, it is appropriate 
to say thank you to all who have 
contributed to the Church in so many 
and so varied ways – worshipping, 
reading, cleaning, flower arranging, 
admin, churchyard maintenance, financial 
contributions and all other acts of support. 
The Church is grateful to all. There is always 
room, though, for more volunteers and do 
contact our churchwarden Elizabeth if you 
can help in any way. 

ST LEONARDSST LEONARDS

TT he Harvest Festival 
was the highlight 
of Church life 

in October with 
approximately 
20 villagers gathering to 
celebrate Harvest. 

The service was followed by the annual 
Harvest Supper. The team put together a 
fantastic event catering for 60, including 
the famous Hilltops’ dessert buffet. Thank 
you to all who helped decorate, cater and 
clear, to make it such a memorable evening. 
The auction of Harvest produce followed, 
and throughout the night people voted for 
the winners of the scarecrow competition. 
The winners were:
Best Overall - Logging Off (Jenkins Lane)
Best Group -  St George & The Dragon 

(Bottom Road)
Best by Under 11 -  Fairy Slowly  

(Asheridge Lane)

Thanks to everyone who took part, for 
raising money and a few smiles as we drove 
around the Hilltops. Overall, the Harvest 
weekend raised over £1,250 which has been 
shared between the Church maintenance 
fund and the Chiltern Foodbank.

We look forward to the Christmas 
season and hopefully welcoming you to 
St Leonards. Our Carol Service will be on 
Saturday 16th. This has been an informal 
family event at a child friendly time. The 
Rev Haywood is finalising his plans for 
the event which he will lead and will also 
lead us in the Midnight Communion on 
Christmas Eve.

The St Leonards Parish Church 
Council has asked the Archdeacon for an 
Extraordinary Annual Meeting to allow all 
the congregation and villagers to meet to 
discuss the ongoing challenges.

Raising 
smiles, and 
funds, in 
the villages
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As the UK is on the western edge of 
Europe its winter climate is usually 
much milder than the continent 

due to the Gulf Stream. This attracts birds 
from across the North Sea and Channel 
in the autumn and winter. Some, like 
redwings and fieldfares, do not breed here 
but feed up on berries and invertebrates. 
In spring there is an influx of visiting and 
breeding chiffchaffs, blackbirds, thrushes, 
starlings, woodpigeons, goldcrests and yes, 
even friendly robins (aka ruddock)*, all 
recognised as the epitome of very British 
resident garden birds. 

Bird migration is part of everyday 
conversation and countryside folk lore, 
foretelling the arrival of seasonal weather 
changes. But why does this remarkable 
movement happen? It appears there are 
two general reasons - one or both of which 
may apply to a particular bird population. 
First, to exchange areas of diminishing food 
availability for ones with higher certainty 
of food supply and second to find suitable 
nesting and breeding locations. 

Long-distance migration involves a 
country-wide or trans-continental annual 

HILLTOP NEWS NATURE NOTES

What do the ruddock* and 
Manx shearwater have in 

common?

movement involving hundreds to thousands 
of miles. The two different locations are 
often called ‘breeding’ and ‘wintering’ 
grounds, but it may not always be as 
straightforward as this. A third periodic 
movement can be added. Irruptive 
migration occurs where birds unexpectedly 
appear, infrequently but in large numbers. 
Waxwings might appear in July in eastern 
England, perhaps only once or twice every 
twenty years, when there are severe food 
shortages in Scandinavia. If East Anglia 
cannot satisfy their voracious appetites 
they could visit the Chilterns, feasting on 
red berried garden bushes or out-of-town 
supermarket cotoneasters!

Historically, the reasons why birds 
suddenly appeared or disappeared was 
a mystery. From the time of Aristotle 
all the way up to the end of the 18th 
century, it was believed birds disappeared 
because they hibernated during inclement 
weather. Even the most diligent of natural 
historians, Gilbert White, concluded that 
swallows hibernated in sand banks, or 
buried themselves in mud. It was left to 
Thomas Bewick (of Bewick swan fame) 

One of the delights of living in a rural location is seeing the different birds that visit our 

gardens, the surrounding woodland, farmland and commons, be they an unusual or rare 

sighting or familiar bird like our long-standing favourite, the robin. We see birds that seem 

to be with us year-round, though this may not always be the case. What we take to be all 

year-round residents may be seasonal visitors, despite being indistinguishable in look and 

behaviour from locals. 

to challenge the mythology in 1797, 
by piecing together the journals of sea 
captains who recorded seeing swans flying 
across the sea or congregating on islands 
in the Mediterranean. In 1822, a white 
stork was found alive in Germany with an 
arrow, made from an African hardwood 
tree, through its neck. James Audubon, 
the French-American ornithologist, started 
‘ringing’, birds by attaching silver threads 
to the birds’ legs. Others marked birds 
with ink to test the theory that the same 
individuals returned to the precise location 
annually. 

Despite these insights, most migrations 
remained a mystery throughout the 1800s. 
The first recorded organised bird-ringing 
scheme using metal rings was in England 
in 1909 by Harry Willoughby, founding 
member of the British Trust for Ornithology. 
Observation and ringing were pioneered by 
Dr William Eagle Clarke in the early 1900s, 
who first discovered that birds follow ‘trunk 
routes’ for long-distance migration. In 1930, 
RM Lockley established the idea of ‘bird 
observatories’ which allowed birdwatchers 

to work together across the British Isles and 
later worldwide. Bird migration research 
now uses RADAR, GPS mapping, satellite 
tracking, geotagging, acoustic mapping, 
though ringing still has a major role.

How did long-distance migration 
come about? The first bird migrations 
were alongside the earliest period of bird 
evolution, millions of years ago, caused by 
permanent geological and habitat changes. 
60,000 years ago, glacial advance of ice 
sheets spreading southwards drove birds 
to disperse further away from their normal 
habitat and breeding grounds to seek 
food. Those birds that chanced on a better 
feeding ground thrived, and on returning 
successfully raised more surviving offspring 
than those who stayed put. Through 
natural selection, migratory patterns 
somehow became ‘genetically hard-wired’ 
into bird communities, or the whole 
species. As the northern ice sheets gradually 
retreated, 15,000 years ago, climates 
warmed and habitats improved. Birds took 
advantage, moving further northwards 
to breed, but migrated annually back to 
the same southern feeding sites. So, the 
distance they migrated gradually increased.

Not all birds follow the exact route of 
their fellow migrators, but individual birds 
will usually travel the same route they 
took previously, unless weather conditions 
intervene. This is amazing, but even more 
amazing is how most young birds make 
their first journey on their own and later 
return to where they were born. 

There are several theories how birds 
combine their various senses to navigate, 
such as gathering compass information 
from the sun’s position, the stars or the 
earth’s magnetic field. Those familiar 
with the route might use landmarks like 
rivers in daytime. Geese have set routes 
and can climb to 19,500 feet to make use 
of thermals. Smaller birds fly at lower 
altitudes over a wider front to avoid 
adverse weather. Migration is both perilous 
and stressful. Food shortages, weather, 
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A drive in the country – The Beds, Bucks and Herts branch of the British Driving Society 
enjoyed a day in the Hilltops in October. The drive started and finished at Chambers 
Green Farm in St Leonards, stopping off at the Full Moon for refreshments. Favourable 
comments about our beautiful Hilltops were heard – and a wish to return. 

A seasonal quiz
1. In which pantomime does Buttons appear?

2. Viscum album is the Latin name for which plant associated with Christmas?

3. December 26th marks which Saint’s Day?

4. Which Christmas item did Tom Smith invent in 1850s?

5. Which character declares “Merry Christmas one and all” in Dickens’ A Christmas Carol?

6. In the song Twelve Days of Christmas, what is given on the 9th day?

7. Which band had a big hit with the iconic Christmas song ‘Mary’s Boy Child’?

8. In which country did eggnog originate?

9. Which of Santa’s reindeers has the same name as a God of Love?

10. In which classic seasonal play does a man dressed as a woman fall in love with a 
woman dressed as a man?

And, joking apart…

11. What did Santa do when he went on a date?

12. What happened to the man who stole an advent calendar?

13. What is the most popular Christmas wine?

14. What did Adam say on the day before Christmas?

Answers on page 41

exhaustion, obstructions, floodlit buildings 
and predators all take their toll. 

Perhaps the most widely known 
examples in the UK for extreme migration 
are house and sand martins that travel 
from Southern Africa in April-May to 
breed in northern Europe, returning south 
in October. Swallows and nightingales 
travel from sub-Saharan Africa across the 
Sahara, Morocco, Spain, the Pyrenees 
and through France to breed. Of all these 
remarkable journeys the most astonishing 
are the migrations of the Manx shearwater 
and arctic tern. The shearwater swaps 
the feeding grounds in South America, 
travelling across the Atlantic Ocean to 

breed during our winter on the islands of 
Skokholm and Skomer in Pembrokeshire 
and Rum in the Scottish isles. Ten weeks 
after hatching, the young birds depart for 
South America. Terns spend our winter 
off the Antarctic ice-pack and almost 
circumnavigate the globe to reach their 
breeding grounds off Orkney and Shetland. 
An amazing round trip of up to 60,000 
miles.

So, next time you see that curious robin 
follow you as you turn over the flower bed, 
or investigate the bird table, it could be a 
friendly visitor from the continent. Make it 
welcome!

Chris Brown
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C a f e  –  B i c y c l e  M a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  R e p a i r s 
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Answers to  
seasonal quiz…
1 Cinderella

2 Mistletoe

3 St Stephen

4 The cracker

5 Tiny Tim

6 9 Ladies dancing

7 Boney M

8 Great Britain

9 Cupid

10 Twelfth Night

11 He pulled a cracker

12 He got 25 days

13 ‘I don’t like Brussels Sprouts’

14 It’s Christmas, Eve!
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CURVACEOUS COOK

Peanut and Sweet Potato Curry
This has to be the easiest and tastiest quick curry recipe, which will be useful after all the rich food of 

Christmas, or in the run up when you haven’t got time to spend ages cooking a meal. Really delicious 
cold the next day too. I haven’t tried freezing it as it always gets eaten, but it should be ok for a short time. 

It is from BBC Good Food and serves four.

1 tbs oil, they say coconut, I use vegetable and slightly less.
1 chopped onion

2 grated cloves of garlic
Thumb sized piece of ginger, grated.

3 tbs Thai red curry paste. I use Mae Ploy which I buy in a big tub. It keeps for ages and has a lovely, 
rounded flavour. If you don’t cook much Thai food, you can get one portion pots now.

1 tbs smooth peanut butter
500g sweet potato, peeled and cut into chunks.

400ml can coconut milk
200g bag of spinach. I grow a lot of chard and kale, and always have some spare, they go well with this.

1 lime, juiced (I use the bottled juice)
Cooked rice and roasted peanuts to serve.

Soften the onion in the oil for 5 mins. Add the garlic and ginger and cook gently for 1 minute or until 
fragrant.

Stir in the red Thai curry paste, peanut butter and sweet potato, and add the coconut milk and 200ml 
water.

Bring to the boil, turn down and simmer, uncovered, for 25 minutes or so until the sweet potato is soft.
Stir through the finely chopped spinach and juice of a lime, and season well.

Sprinkle over some roasted peanuts (not salted ones ideally) and serve with rice.

If you are going to freeze some, take it out before adding the greens.

Lulu Stephen: bellingdonm@hotmail.com

V  V  V

100 Club 
winners 

Cholesbury Village Hall

October 2023
£25 Guy Williams, St. Leonards
£15 Mary Harris, St Leonards

£10 Mike Fletcher, Cholesbury

November 2023
£15 Rupert Bullock, Hawridge
£15 Joan Walton, Hawridge

For membership, please contact  
Brigid Farmer on 758715, or email  

jandb.farmer@btinternet.com

St Leonards Parish Hall

October 2023
£15 Richard Charles, Buckland Common

£15  Richard Leat, St Leonards

For membership, please contact  
Richard Leat on 758784  

or email leatrj@yahoo.co.uk.

V  V  V
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Dates for your diary
Our village halls host a wide variety of activities throughout the week. 

Check this list and refer to their respective ads/articles in this issue for 

further details…

St Leonards Parish Hall

Short mat bowls Mondays, 2.30-4.30pm Page 13

Table Tennis Tuesdays, 2.30-4.30pm Page 13

Hilltop Disco Wednesday evenings Page 47

Local History Group First Friday of month, 7.30pm Page 18

Local W.I. Third Monday of month, 7.30pm Page 15

Hilltop Coffee & cakes Second Friday of month,  Page 24 
 10.30am-12.30pm

Cholesbury Village Hall

Hilltop Voices Wednesdays, 7.30-9.15pm Page 39

Pilates Wednesdays/Thursdays Page 37
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Hilltop News
We welcome all news, letters and articles 
which are of general interest and relevance 
to the Hilltop Villages. Material for 
inclusion in the February/March edition 
should be sent to Graham Lincoln by  
10 January latest. Please note that photos 
sent online must be at least 2,500 x 1,750 
pixels in size.

Editor
Graham Lincoln 758449  
grahamlnc@aol.com

Advertising
Ann Horn 758250  
annhorn272@gmail.com

Design & Production
Michael Spark 758882  
info@michaelspark.com

Distribution 
Rosemary Pearce 758334

Printing 
Orbit Press, Chesham  01494 778053 
info@orbitpress.co.uk

Hilltop News is entirely non-profit making 
and is funded by advertising.




