
Chairman’s Introduction
On Friday, 3rd May 1963, the inaugural meeting of the Local History Group took place at Cholesbury Village 
Hall. Villagers gathered to hear a talk on Iron Age Hillforts. A fitting topic as the Hall is on the perimeter of 
‘Cholesbury Camp’, the most significant local history feature in the Hilltop Villages. It was a remarkable 
coincidence that, fifty years on to the day, the Group again gathered for our AGM on Friday, 3rd May 2013. 
 

The Group’s 50th Anniversary is truly a landmark occasion. We owe a huge debt to the Group’s founding 
members, who had the foresight to organise meetings which roused the interest of local people in the history 
of this area, a curiosity which persists today. Undoubtedly, the Group’s success over the years has been due to 
dedicated people giving of their time and energy. This may have been on the Committee, or as volunteers 
helping to ensure meetings and exhibitions run smoothly, or working on the archive and other projects. 
Tribute also needs to be paid to our many speakers who have entertained us with their excellent talks, and to 
those who have donated items to our collections. The Group’s future success relies on the continued support 
of members. So I encourage members to volunteer, at least occasionally, to help at an event or support the 
Committee in other activities. On your behalf I would like to thank those members who volunteered their time 
and energy over the past year, and in particular Committee colleagues for their tireless work for the Group.  
 

I am pleased to see our 17th Newsletter has articles contributed by more people than ever before. Thank you to 
all contributors. Within I know you will find articles to amuse, entertain, and extend your knowledge of local 
history. On the back page there is an excellent Programme of Talks. The lifeblood of the Group is its thriving 
membership. To build on the success of the first fifty years, do encourage friends, neighbours, or village 
newcomers to come along to meetings and hopefully become members. Meantime, I encourage everyone to 
pay their subscriptions in a timely fashion, and I look forward to seeing you at the start of the season. 

Chris Brown 

Berkhamsted Castle  
A trailer for John Waller's talk after the AGM and a possible venue for this season’s Summer Outing. 

My grandson Zac, aged 4, was brought to the 
Castle when I was on stewarding duty. On entering 
the grounds he went off looking very disconsolate, 
sat on one of the earthen banks, put his head in his 
hands and said "This is not a 
real castle. It's all fallen down." 
Out of the mouths of babes, for 
this must surely also be the 
reaction of many adult visitors. 
Let us hope that after my talk 
you will, like me, believe that it 
is one of the finest Norman 
motte and bailey castles ever 
built, not only real, but royal. 
Now managed by English 
Heritage, it is owned by Prince Charles, as Duke of 
Cornwall. The crowning advantage is that there is 
no admission charge, a bonus when you have 
children, grandchildren or even a dog. There is a 
small visitors’ centre, open at summer weekends 
and staffed exclusively by volunteers from 
Berkhamsted Historical Society. 

William the Conqueror gave extensive lands 
and the Saxon fortification to his half-brother, the 
Count of Mortain, who built the castle. In 1216, 
King John's wife Isabella unsuccessfully defended 

it during the siege by the 
French Dauphin, Louis.  

It was a favourite 
residence of Edward the 
Black Prince, who spent his 
honeymoon there. The 
French King Jean II was also 
a 'resident' after his capture 
at Poitiers in 1356. The last 
royal incumbent was 'Proud 
Cis', Duchess of York and 

mother of two kings, Edward IV and Richard III. 

All those medieval folk had one advantage over 
today's visitors. They had toilets! Let's hope that by 
the Castle's one thousandth anniversary in 2066, 
that discrepancy will have been remedied. 

 John Waller

(For further information see George Cobby’s article about Castles with recommended reading inside) 
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Notes by the Archivist 
Just over twelve months ago we were in the grip 

of the excitement of the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. Two of our members, Richard Leat and 
Brian Rice, were involved as Games Makers with 
the Paralympics. Brian’s memoir is included in this 
Newsletter and his photographs, part of a collection 
of further events and activities undertaken by our 
members during 2012, have been added to the 
archives. A busy year for the Local History Group 
as there was also the Queen's Diamond Jubilee to 
celebrate.  

We have also marked the 50th Anniversary of the 
group by putting out displays at our meetings 
during the winter months, where possible matching 
the topic on the programme with what was relevant 
from the archives. Enlargements and copies were 
often made, together with the relevant headings for 
our display boards. These items were all mostly 
mounted and prepared by Paddy Thomas, to whom 
my thanks are given. They have now been sorted 
and recorded, together with the backlog from other 
displays and exhibitions put on over past years. The 
advantage of using Modes is that, for future 
reference, items used for displays and exhibitions 
can be searched for easily. We have continued to 
receive email requests for family history 
information and I thank Chris Brown for his help in 
answering the questions posed. This is usually a 
two-way process and we gain information as well 
as giving it. The Pallett Family is a case in point 
where we now have a comprehensive record of the 
family from 1787-2012, compiled to celebrate the 
Golden Wedding Anniversary of a descendant. 

Other recent additions to the archives have 
included a number of photographs and 
programmes from the mid-1980s to the mid-1990s, 
when the Cholesbury Drama Group put on 
pantomimes, plays and sketches, and thanks go to 
Liz Firth and Hilary Sheppard for this material, and 
also to Andrew Cluett for putting the recordings of 
the pantomimes onto DVD.  

 

I am also grateful to 
Charles and Liz Firth who 
took photographs when they 
visited Much Marcle in 
Herefordshire and by chance 
realised that in the Kyrle 
Chapel within the parish 
church is a memorial to the 
Money family. Major General 
Robin Money was a founder 
member of the History 
Group. As a young man 
Robin Money was a soldier 

during the First World War, where he took a 
number of photographs while serving in the The 
Cameronians (Scottish Rifles).  

I am sure that these will be relevant as we look 
ahead to 2014 and the anniversary of the 
commencement of the Great War. On the theme of 
war, Hawridge and Cholesbury School borrowed 
items from the archives for their Second World War 
project during the Spring Term of this year.  

'Treasures of Wood and Woodland’ is an 
exhibition being held at the 
Buckinghamshire County Museum until 
2nd November 2013, and on display is the 
Hawridge Bassoon. The bassoon was used 
in Hawridge Church brass band at the 
time when many parish churches had 
music provided by a band or orchestra 
because organs were banned, and it was 
gifted to the museum by Miss White of 
Chesham in 1932. It was made c.1810 by 
George Astor and stands waist-high when 
the four pieces are made up. There is an 
inscription on the brass mount which 
reads: 'I hear some men hate music, let them 
shew, In holy writ what else the angels do, 
Then those who do despise such sacred mirth, 
Are neither fit in heaven or in earth'.  

If you visit the exhibition do look out for the 
bassoon.  

Shirley Blomfield 

********************************************************** 
The Scent of a Kangaroo! 
Extract from the Times, Notes and Queries – 29 November 1924

“A singular hunting incident is described in The Morning Post of November 26th 1924. In a report in that 
paper of a run of the Old Berkeley Hunt at Cholesbury Common it is said that ‘owing to spectators holloaing 
(sic) the pack on to what must have been a kangaroo, hounds lost.’ At Tring Park the late Lord Rothschild had 
established an acclimatisation centre, and specimens of kangaroos of different species had their home and bred 
there. From time to time some have escaped and lived free outside the park. Survivors of these and descendants 
are still about and Barretts Wood, where the hounds lost (sic), is a favourite resort. They are said by those who 
know them to be of the ‘old man’ kangaroo type. Hounds could only follow them in view, for they leave little 
scent, but their line is marked by very deep dug slots from the drive off with hind legs and tail in a leap. The 
general opinion is that the cold, raw weather of the last two years has killed off almost all of them.”  



Metrospective 
2013 has seen the 150th Anniversary of the 

world’s first underground railway, the work of the 
Metropolitan Railway Company (demoted to 
Metropolitan Line since 1933). The trail-blazing 
urban transport system was followed a few years 
later by that same company’s creation of a new style 
suburban network, ultimately to be known 
familiarly as Metro-land. 

Since World War Two, with the possible 
exception of electrification north of Rickmansworth 
and the introduction of Underground-type rolling 
stock, there has often been the feeling of neglect on 
the line. So we have been pleased to welcome the 
fleet of smart modern trains, after a thirty year wait 
and much ‘rail replacement’ in the preparation. But 
has it all been gain? In the Metro-land heyday the 
rather ordinary-looking carriages boasted 
compartments with décor and upholstery as fine as 
any that a suburban service could offer. From 1910 
to 1939 there were two Pullman carriages, usually 
parked at Chesham, which enabled City gents and 
theatre-goers to enjoy light refreshments and a 

‘G&T’ on the way home. Passengers were truly 
‘customers’ in those days. 

When the Chesham Shuttle ceased at the end of 
2010 (because the new trains are too long for the 
shuttle bay at Chalfont and Latimer), a couple of 
commemorative postcards were available to 
passengers on the day. Stark contrast to the 
celebration of the opening of the Branch in 1889! 
Everybody then was excited. The Chesham 
townsfolk’s financial contribution had made 
possible the placing of the station in the centre of 
town. The new line would not only convey people 
faster and more easily to the Capital, it would also 
be the conveyer of local agricultural produce and 
other goods to the London markets. The top brass 
of the ‘Met’ were so proud of achieving their 
furthest terminus that they hosted a celebratory 
dinner. The menu provided makes it plain that few 
below the status of Mayor or Lord-Lieutenant 
would have been invited. It must have been quite a 
celebration.  

George Cobby 

****************************************************************************** 

Volunteering for the 2012 Paralympics 

In 2005 London won the bid to stage the 2012 Olympics and Paralympics. Amongst the thousands, from all parts of the 
UK and further afield, who answered the call for volunteers at The Games was one of our members. Brian Rice, so we 
invited him to briefly recall his experiences of this historic event. 

I was invited for an 
interview in February 2011 
though it was not until a year 
later that the call came and 
subsequently I was selected to 
be a National Paralympic 
Committee Assistant or 
Games Maker. What followed 
were 5 modules of training, 
ranging from how to deal 
with athletes and the public to 
the Olympic values. As 
driving was part of the role it 
was a requirement to complete a computer-based 
test of the Highway Code and to attend two 
separate days of driver training, the first of which 
was a ‘test’ of your driving skills! It was a bit like 
going back to school, although I was a very mature 
student. 

Though the core hours were 08.00 to 17.00, I was 
informed to expect to work shifts between 07.00 and 
23.00, with one day off a week. I was issued with an 
Oyster Card and a very fetching uniform. On 
completion of the training I was one of four Games 
Makers allocated to the Swiss Paralympic Team. 
The Swiss team was relatively small, consisting of 
25 athletes and a similar number of trainers and 
administrative staff, all led by their Chef de 
Mission. They were based in one of the apartment 

blocks in the Athletes’ Village at Stratford with 
offices on the ground floor. Our job was to 
support them, running errands, office support, 
shopping, or driving the athletes. The Swiss team 
were involved in seven disciplines - archery, 
shooting, swimming, table tennis, wheelchair 
tennis, athletics and para-cycling. Rather than get 
involved in too much of the ‘pink and fluffy stuff’ 
I made it known that I was happy to do any 
driving and so I found myself on four days 
transporting the trainers and athletes to Brands 
Hatch Racing Circuit, where the para-cycling 
events were held, and I was given a first class 

view of the racing for free. For a small team the 
Swiss were quite successful, winning 3 gold, 6 silver 
and 4 bronze medals.  

The legacy for me was the great fun and 
rewarding three weeks with some late nights. On 
the night of the opening ceremony it was too late to 
get home so I had to sleep in the Village. My fellow 
volunteers were a delight to work with and we have 
become friends. The Swiss team were really friendly 
and the athletes were always cheerful and an 
inspiration to me and others. We were invited out 
as guests of the Swiss Paralympic Team and I was 
able to take Diane to a London restaurant where we 
were treated to a lovely meal and gifts, including 
lots of Swiss chocolate! 
       Brian Rice  (Ed: Brian is on the right in the picture!)



The History Group Library 

As in previous years, as well as buying a book or 
two, we have been fortunate that members have 
given several books to add to the titles in the 
History Group Library. We would like to thank 
everyone for their donations. The Library is still not 
used as much as we would wish, so keep your 
donations coming but remember to borrow books 
too.  

Two of the new additions are histories of nearby 
villages lovingly written and researched by locals. 
The easy to spot similarities with our own villages 
make both of them a good read. Margaret Ross’s 
Drayton Beauchamp – The Village That Time Passed By, 
charmingly links the history of the area with the 
story of the village houses and their past and 
present owners. A mixture of old and new 
photographs brings it all to life. The author told me 
the book had taken a long time but she had visited 
every house in the parish and only two residents 
had declined to be included. Weston Turville – a 
History by Hamish Heaton is a comprehensive 
study of a much larger village. It was so cold on our 
Group’s guided walk in May that we only got half 
way. The book is our chance to catch up with the 
bits we missed. If you were not on the walk, the 
book will certainly inspire you to visit the village. 
It’s not far away and there is 
plenty to see and a lot of history. 

Wendy Austin is a member of 
the Local History Group, has 
been a speaker at our meetings 
and is a well known local author. 
Our collection of her books is 
very comprehensive thanks to 
Wendy’s generosity in 
presenting us with copies of new 
work. The latest venture The 
Grand Junction Canal: A highway 
laid with water was written in 

collaboration with Ian Pettigrew 
and published online. If you 
want to read it straight away, the 
website is: www.grand-junction-canal-company.org.uk  

A few hard copies were made and one given to 
us to add to our collection. The authors describe it 
as an ‘account’ rather than a ‘history’ because it is 
based on secondary sources such as books, 
periodicals and newspaper cuttings rather than 
primary sources such as minutes and 
correspondence. Nevertheless it has an amazing 

wealth of contemporary comment, illustration and 
fascinating fact. If you like boats, bridges and canals 
and transport history, you will enjoy this book. 

Another of our speakers, Paul Chamberlain, 
wrote Hell Upon Water about prisoners of war in 
Britain 1793-1815. Over 200,000 prisoners were 
brought to Britain during the French Revolutionary 
and Napoleonic Wars. Many were kept in captivity 
for over ten years often in prison hulks. The book 
describes how they were fed and clothed and how 
they spent their time.  

Every year we receive the new volume of Records 
of Buckinghamshire, the journal of Buckinghamshire 
Archaeological Society. You may be put off by the 
very serious look of some of the articles but there 
are usually some hidden gems. This time it is Lady 
Astor and the Gardeners at Cliveden: 1920-1950s. Who 
would immediately think of the political and social 
Nancy as deeply involved in the gardens? It is no 
surprise that relations with her gardeners did not 
always run smoothly. The article gives a really good 
insight into the life of the Astors and workers on a 
grand estate both before and after the Second World 
War. Another article in the journal catches the eye. 
‘Why Did Edward Penn Build only Half a House?’ 
has intriguing sub-headings like ‘Upstairs…the 

puzzle of the missing 
stairs’ and ‘Downstairs 
…what about the 
servants?’  

The regular Book Sale 
has been discontinued. 
We are grateful to all 
those who brought books 
along to sell and then 
bought some in return. 
Members may borrow any 
book from the History 
Group Library. There is 

no special time limit for 
borrowing but the list 
does get checked from 

time to time to catch up with missing titles. There 
will continue to be a selection of books at meetings 
but unfortunately the Librarian cannot carry them 
all. An updated Library List will be available in the 
autumn. Call me on 01494 758460 if you want to see 
a particular book. We are always pleased to receive 
suggestions for new titles or areas of interest.  

Paddy Thomas 

Help at Meetings 
To all those Members who volunteered to help at meetings last season, thank you all for serving teas, washing 
up, setting out and tidying away chairs. Of course volunteers will be needed once again when we begin in 
October. If you can help at the first meeting, please let me know. Paddy Thomas (01494 758460) 

Wendy ’perched on a balance beam’ at Foxton 
Locks on the ‘old’ Grand Union Canal 



The Baldwins of Connecticut-cum-St Leonards
The Chilterns are a popular destination for 

visitors. The History Group also receives regular 
requests from those researching family history. Last 
year I had three separate enquiries from Americans 
who were planning to visit this area in late 2012 
because they were descendants of the Baldwin 
family, who owned or leased properties around 
here between the 14th and 17th centuries. 

The Baldwin dynasty has many branches 
throughout the USA, Canada and elsewhere. The 
connections with our villages have been well-
documented thanks, primarily to impressive 
research conducted by Charles Candee Baldwin of 
Cleveland, Ohio. In the 1870s he spent two years in 
England searching for Baldwin family records. 
Augmented by impressive research in the USA he 
published a 1,000-page Baldwin Genealogy 1500-
1881 chronicling why and how some Baldwins 
came to emigrate and make a home in the new 
Colonies.  

By the 16th century the Baldwins owned or leased 
several properties in St Leonards (then part of 
Aston Clinton parish) and land in Cholesbury, 
Chesham and Wendover. The Countess of Salisbury 
owned Dundridge Manor. In 1522, by taking on the 
lease for the manor, Robert Baldwin became her 
Bailiff. In 1541 Henry VIII seized her lands and had 
the Countess executed. The Crown did not disturb 
the tenancy, by then held by Robert’s son Richard. 
In 1544 Henry granted the entire Countess’ lands to 
his Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, Sir John 
Baldwin of Aylesbury. He was related to the Aston 
Clinton Baldwins. Henry, a grandson of Richard 
Baldwin who had 
inherited the tenancy of 
Dundridge, shrewdly 
purchased the Lordship 
of Dundridge Manor in 
1579.  

Sylvester Baldwin, a 
nephew of Henry, was 
born in Cholesbury in 
1598 and married Sarah 
Bryant in 1620. They 
became tenants at 
Chapel Farm in St 
Leonards (see also, Anne 
Batchelor’s article in this 
Newsletter). In common 
with other Baldwins they 
were devout Puritans. 
Under Charles I’s rule nonconformists were 
ruthlessly persecuted. From the 1620s onwards 
groups of Puritans sought sanctuary from religious 
oppression by setting up religious enclaves in the 
New World. In 1638 Sylvester and family, his 

brother John, and up to three of their cousins and 
their families, sailed for Massachusetts aboard the 
Ship Martin. Sadly Sylvester died at sea on 21st June 
1638 and this necessitated a detailed examination of 
his will in Boston. Consequently invaluable details 
about the Baldwin heritage were well documented. 
Sarah, Sylvester’s widow, and others on the Martin 

became discontent with 
less than strict religious 
observance in 
Massachusetts and 
joined a new colony at 
New Haven, 
Connecticut. Sarah was 
one of 300 ‘freemen’ 
assigned plots. In 1640 
she married John 
Astwood, a founding 
colonist who arrived in 
1635. 

By 1653 Astwood had 
become a magistrate, accumulating more wealth 
and power. In 1653, as Representative for New 
Haven, he returned to England to forge an alliance 
with Oliver Cromwell against the Netherlands. John 
died in England and Sarah returned to America to 
inherit her husband’s estates. It is reckoned that she 
had become the richest woman in the American 
Colonies. Sarah died in 1669 but not before seeing 
her four surviving children and nephews establish 
the Baldwin dynasty. In contrast, the English 
Baldwin estates, including Dundridge, fell into 
disrepair. By 1748, Robert Montieth Baldwin, with 
no Baldwin descendants, had disposed of the 
estates to a cousin. Subsequently the estate was split 
up and sold with Robert T. Green becoming owner 
of Dundridge. 

Having developed a bespoke ‘Baldwin Tour’, 
some of you might enjoy following the trail. I 
suggest you start at St. Michael and All Saints 
Church, Aston Clinton. There is an interesting 
stained-glass window dedicated to Robert Baldwin 
who travelled on The Martin with Sylvester, and an 
oak bookcase. Both were donated by American 
Baldwins. Proceed to St Leonards Church to see a 
memorial to later Baldwins. In the porch is a print 
of the old Rectory, which once stood in the church 
grounds, gifted by a Baldwin. Over the road is 
Chapel Farm where Sylvester and Sarah lived prior 
to emigrating to New Haven. In St Lawrence’s 
Church, Cholesbury, there is a further memorial to 
family members. Finally, you can stroll along the 
bridleway off Oak Lane alongside Dundridge 
Manor, which can perhaps be called the ancestral 
Home of the American Baldwins.  

Chris Brown 



Visit to Weston Turville 
One very chilly May morning outside the church 

of St. Mary’s, Weston Turville, our group donned 
winter wear, including woolly hats, scarves and 
gloves. Inside the much warmer church we were 
greeted by local historian Glynn White who gave a 
brief outline of the history of the village and the 
church. ‘Weston’ is of Saxon origin and means ‘west 
farm’, and Turville is the name of the Norman lord 
on whom William I bestowed the manor (at the 
time of Domesday there were in fact four separate 
manors, remembered today in the four different 
‘Ends’ of the village). The surrounding land is 
fertile and almost certainly there was a pre-Saxon 
settlement, and the remains of an earlier church 
have been discovered near the motte and bailey on 
the site of the old manor house. 

The present church dates to c. 1250 and contains 
many interesting features including fragments of 
medieval wall paintings uncovered during 
Victorian restorations. Of especial interest is the 
Norman ‘Aylesbury’ font, one of 22 in the county. 
St. Mary’s has been altered over the years, the tower 
being built in the 13th century and the north aisle 
being added and the south aisle extended in the 14th 
century. The Victorians exposed the beautiful roof 
timbers. 

We went into the churchyard with its 17th 
century, Grade II listed ‘Tapsell’ lych-gate. This is 
operated by a weight and pulley mechanism and 
was completely restored in 2006. On the south side 
of the church lies the site of previous manor houses. 
The present 18th century house of a lovely 
symmetrical design, has the original motte, dry 
moat, and outline of the bailey to one side.  

We made our way down Church Lane. Glynn 
said that the village once boasted more than 15 
alehouses. One was The Vine, now a private house 
called Burnside, occupied for some years by 
Scottish artist, Alex Jamieson. His work is in many 
galleries, including the Tate. The house name is 
explained as it is sited next to a fast-flowing stream 
which, before the coming of the Wendover Arm 
canal, drove four water mills. 

The Church Rooms, now called The Studio, were 
built by the Edwardians in a solid style with fancy 
ridge tiles, barge boards, and stained glass 
windows. For many years it served as a Village 
Hall.  

Surrounded by much 20th century in-filling, there 
are many fine old houses of differing architectural 
styles. Cadell House, built in the 1600s, is now 
brick-clad with mellow old roof tiles, Victorian 
railings and wrought iron gate.  

Several thatched cottages, many originally two 
or three dwellings, are now knocked into one. A 

fine example is Barley Close Cottage, a half-
timbered building with huge exterior chimney 
breast. 

An elegant late Georgian house designed as the 
Rectory by G. G. Scott has seen several uses 
including The Elephant Pub, a poultry farm, and 
builders’ merchant. The old brick and flint School 
House of 1797 is now a private house, while the 
small 1839 Union Chapel is still in use. We passed 
The Chandos Arms, one of three pubs in the village, 
and walked down to one of the four ancient ‘Ends’, 
the site of cottages used in the old days by 
tradesmen and craftsmen. The village was once self-
sufficient, with seven grocers, two bakers and four 
shoemakers. Womenfolk supplemented the family 
income mainly by straw-plaiting but a few still 
practised the old skill of lace-making.  

We saw the 18th century granary store at Manor 
Farm where Medieval Manor Courts were held, and 
a small cell at the back used to house the village 
miscreants. It was owned by the Lord of the Manor, 
Sir John Colet, a member of the Mercers’ Guild. 

The tour was not complete but, due to the 
unpleasant cold weather, Glynn decided to take us 
back to the church for some more village history. 
Weston Turville was the premier centre for 
breeding the famous Aylesbury Ducks. At one time 
there were four duck ponds in different parts of the 
village, the last being filled in during the 1960s. In 
1895, at the peak of the trade, 20,000 to 25,000 birds 
went by rail to London from Aylesbury and Weston 
Turville. By 1939 only one duck breeder remained 
in the village. Good livings were also made by 
cultivating the ‘Aylesbury Prune’, a type of small 
purple plum suited to the soil conditions found 
between the clay of the Vale and the base of the 
Chiltern escarpment.  

Glynn then spoke briefly about some of the 
buildings we had not been able to see. After we had 
gratefully warmed up and learnt a lot, it was time 
to leave Weston Turville. 

Wendy Austin 

 



Returning to My Roots 

Do you remember how the black American 
writer Alex Haley had traced his family back to his 
African ‘roots’ until at last he stood in the village of 
his ancestors? Now this was MY Alex Haley 
moment. 

I had traced my Batchelor family from York back 
through time, unexpectedly to their Hertfordshire 
roots in Berkhamsted and Northchurch. Now I 
stood at the door of Buckland Grange, St Leonards, 
which had been called Chapel Farm when my 13x 
great-grandfather, Andrew Bacheler, died there in 
1527. I had started my research before computers, 
so every link in my family's story had been 
painstakingly checked in person in official 
documents at Hertford and Aylesbury Record 
Offices.  

I had not expected Chapel Farm to be so grand. I 
imagined a modest farmhouse such as you see in 
the Yorkshire Dales. I was not prepared for the long 
gravel drive which took me through an archway, 
past stables, to a beautiful timbered house. Taking a 
deep breath, I held a copy of my family tree as 
proof of my story, and knocked at the door. A 
rather surprised lady answered, for unexpected 
visitors were few and far between in St Leonards. I 
explained what I was doing there, and asked her 
permission to take some photographs of the outside 
of her house. Her response was, "Do come in. Let 
me show you around inside, too." This was my first 
meeting with Joan Allen, and was to be repeated 
over the years, culminating in her starring in the 
BBC Timewatch programme of 1989 showing my 
search for my ancestors. 

With goose pimples I entered the farmhouse 
where my Andrew Bacheler had lived so long ago. 
There is a magic about ‘standing where they stood’ 
which you can't get from a computer screen! This 
was the moment I had imagined so many years 

before, when I had watched Alex Haley's story. This 
was MY village. These were the fields where my 
people had sweated and laboured. This was my 
place. In this church nearby they had married, 
christened their babies and buried their dead. In 
this house they had eaten and slept and had raised 
their children. Of course the house has been 
extended and lovingly restored by generations of 
later owners, but it is still possible to identify the 
oldest part with its wattle and daub walls and 
massive timbers reaching up to the roof. Two things 
Joan told me about the house intrigued me. Firstly 
there is an old well, now filled in. People throw all 
sorts of rubbish down wells. Hand me my trowel! 
Secondly there were bricked-up cellars. Again, who 
knows what might be down there? I'm not talking 
money or valuables, but perhaps an old stool which 
my Andrew might have used, or a broken jug 
which had held his ale? 

Andrew and his wife Jone (Joan) both left wills 
which have survived almost five hundred years and 
which can be seen in the Record Office at 
Aylesbury. 

Jone survived Andrew, and her will, made in 
1555, is full of domestic detail -- "To Jone my 
dowter, my gowne, 3 sheets, 7 dishes, 7 platters, 2 
candlesticks - one lesse, the other bigg. To John 
Bacheler my sonne, my great brase potte and to his 
wiff my great tubbe." I can just imagine this old 
farmer's wife looking around her home and 
thinking out her bequests so that there would be no 
arguments after her death about who should have 
her pots and pans! Reading her thoughts made her 
very real to me. 

My visits to Chapel Farm were always a joy. Joan 
Allen even invited me to bring my elderly parents 
down from Yorkshire so that my father could stand 
at the spot where his ancestors had lived in the time 
of Henry VIII. After the BBC broadcast I had a 
lovely letter from a J. Devereux Coleborne telling 
me that he had owned Chapel Farm before the 
Allens and, when restoring the wall in one of the 
bedrooms, he had found embedded in the wattle 
and daub an Elizabethan silver sixpence dated 1584. 
He sent it to me, telling me that it came from the 
room called ‘The Ghost Room’. It appears that in its 
early history Chapel Farm was used as a place of 
recuperation by sick monks from a nearby abbey. It 
was said that the ghost of a monk who died in that 
room still haunts it. I find myself thinking that 
perhaps it is one of my Bachelers, who came to live 
there later, saying to himself "I'm not going 
anywhere until I find my sixpence!"  

Anne Batchelor 

 



Castles:  Some thoughts and recommended reading 
I was born not far from the Tower of London, 

and by a coincidence it was the first castle I visited 
on my initial school outing at the age of nine. The 
romanticism we all associate with castles, rightly or 
wrongly, was not there, and subsequent visits have 
not improved my reactions by much, with the 
exception of the glorious Ceremony of the Keys 
outing by the History Group in 1982. I think the 
reason is that the Tower, for over four centuries a 
royal palace, has since the Tudors been ‘sold’ to us 
as a place of imprisonment, torture and execution. 

My reaction on first seeing Bodiam Castle was 
quite the opposite. It was truly love at first sight, 
and I am sure that its ‘romanticism’ is the reason for 
its appearance on book covers and dust jackets 
arguably more often than any other castle. Such a 
reason is good if it leads us to search out other 
places, but it is not good if it deflects us from the 
truth, which is that castles were not built to be 
romantic, unless of course you were Ludwig II of 
Bavaria. So choosing reading matter on the subject 
needs to be done with care. Of course we are 
attracted by the illustrations, particularly if they are 
in colour, but we must be sure that the 
accompanying text has not been written by some 
descendant of the aforementioned Ludwig.  

I wholeheartedly recommend the following: 

Castles by Somerset Plantagenet Fry, describes itself 
as; “… the definitive guide to the most impressive 
buildings and intriguing sites”, and for once it is no 
exaggeration! Beautifully illustrated throughout 
with fine colour photographs, the castles are listed 
by regions with map references. Put this book on 
your Christmas / Birthday list, but never lend it. 
You will never get it back.  

Excellently complementing the last book is 
Castles From The Air by Paul Johnson. Beginning 
with hill-forts, the castles are illustrated period by 
period rather than by region, and the aerial colour 
photography makes you want to rush out and hire 
a helicopter. 

Nevertheless, we must keep our feet on the 
ground, and the great guide for so doing was the 
late R. Allen Brown’s English Castles. Indispensable 
reading; factual information plainly put. R.A.B. was 
Prof. of Medieval History at King’s College, 
London, and was famous not only for his 
knowledge of castles, but also as a leading authority 
on the Normans and the Conquest. As Programme 
Secretary my greatest regret was not getting around 
to inviting him to speak to our Society until some 
years ago. He was then already terminally ill and 
unable to accept. 

George Cobby 

************************************************* 

 “Our Beginnings….  to the present day”      (continued on from the Chairman’s Introduction)  

The Group’s Chairman, Bert Gomm, launched 
the 1988-89 programme, which included talks on 
The Central Railway, The Development of 
Furniture, and Mr Grace on Old Tring. There was a 
guided walk around Chesham and the Summer 
Outing to St George’s Chapel, Windsor followed a 
talk during the year. 

Two speakers in the 1989-90 season had made 
television appearances. Anne Batchelor (whose 
reminiscences are included in this Newsletter) 
spoke on Daniel Batchelor, and the Timewatch 
programme was shown. Tony Harman, known for 
his ‘70 Summers’ TV Series, recalled the farms and 
farming of his youth. At the AGM, members heard 
that the ‘Black Box’ had been catalogued and would 
be displayed at future meetings. The Committee 
debated whether the post-AGM social should 
continue, agreeing it would for one more year at 
least!  

The 1990-91 season started with a well-received 
talk on Brass Rubbing. The next talk on ’Women in 
the English Renaissance’ highlighted the power and 
influence of some women of the time and was 
contrasted with what was in the 1990s, seen as 
recent strides in women’s liberation.  

 

Sadly Bert Gomm, who had served as Chairman 
since 1969, died in 1991 and Guy Deaton took up 
the mantle. From the 1991-92 season, subscriptions 
were increased to £2.50. April 1992 saw Dr David 
Starkey, perhaps the most renowned historian to 
address the Group, speak on the subject of Henry 
VIII The Great. Highlights of the 1992-93 season 
were talks on the Black Prince and recent 
archaeological excavations in Aylesbury 
undertaken by speaker Michael Farley. In 1993, the 
Founder’s Prize was inaugurated in memory of 
General Money and it was fitting that the worthy 
recipient was Evelyn Money. The Summer Outing 
was to Packwood House in Warwickshire. Another 
favourite speaker of ours, Julian Hunt, made his 
first appearance at the start of the 1993-94 year, 
speaking on ‘Enclosures in Buckinghamshire’.  

A £100 legacy from Horace Brackley in 1994 
provided the opportunity for the Group to expand 
the Library. Evelyn Money’s account at Member’s 
Evening on her research of the Bazeley (Best of Lee) 
Apple in her garden led to similar discoveries by 
other members. In May, an exhibition of local 
photographs was staged to celebrate the Parish 
Council’s 60th Anniversary. 

(continued on next page)



“Our Beginnings…. to the present day”            (continued on from the previous page)

Subscriptions were increased to £3 from October 
1994 and in return members were rewarded with 
talks on diverse subjects such as ‘Early Man in the 
Chilterns’ and ‘The Country Bus’. The ‘Computer 
Age’ dawned in November with Committee 
minutes produced for the first time by word 
processor! In 1995, the Committee’s concern over a 
drop in membership led to the idea of a Newsletter. 
Following the sad passing of Guy Deaton in 1995, 
Evelyn Money took over as Chairman. A well-
received talk on Ivinghoe Water Mill led to the 
Summer Outing visit. During the 1995-96 season the 
Centenary of Cholesbury Village Hall was 
marked at Members’ Evening. ‘Castles and 
Sieges’ by Chris Garrett, Curator of the Royal 
Armouries, was well-received. The Summer 
Outing in 1996 was to the Chiltern Open Air 
Museum. An exhibition promoting the Group 
was held in September. From the 1996-97 season, 
subscriptions increased to £4. Autumn talks 
included ‘The History of Toys’ from Edward 
Newmark and a return for Julian Hunt on 
‘Chesham and its Hamlets’. Alison Doggett co-
author of ‘The Chilterns’ was the first speaker of 
1997. At February’s Members’ Evening, Shirley 
and Nigel Blomfield spoke on ‘Field Names, 
Features and Holes’! At the AGM the Committee 
invited members to consider various ideas to 
celebrate the Millennium. The Summer Outing was 
to the Judges Lodgings in Aylesbury. The Group’s 
first Newsletter was distributed in September 1997. 
The four pages featured the Chairman’s welcome, 
the programme of talks, a report of the recent 
Summer Outing and a pithy historical piece on this 
occasion on Richard III, by George Cobby. This 
format proved to be a successful formula that we 
have built on each year since then.  

Two highly regarded speakers featured again in 
the 1997-98 season, with Chris Garrett returning to 
talk on advising on the TV production of Ivanhoe. 
Meanwhile, Alison Doggett entertained all with her 
talk on ‘Metroland’. Representatives of the 
Committee discussed interpretation boards for 
‘Cholesbury Camp’ with Bucks CC, and, as part of 
the Parish’s Millennium Committee, focussed on 
creating a ‘parish map’. The Summer Outing was to 
Bletchley Park. The Newsletter included a short 
account recalling the last years of the Cholesbury 
Post Office, which closed just before WW2. The 
1998-99 season began with ‘Windsor Castle’ 
followed by the ‘Life and Times of John Hampden’ 
and then a talk on ‘The Chesham Shuttle’ from 
Clive Foxell, another LHG favourite. The Summer 
Outing was to The John Kedermister Library at 
Langley Marish. In August the members of the 
Group undertook some field-walking on the Cricket 

pitch which was being refurbished. Sadly no 
important finds were unearthed! Meanwhile work 
was finalised on the Parish Map for the Year 2000, 
which was launched at a special event at the end of 
August. The Newsletter, now with eight pages, 
contained a plan of The Camp and a short piece 
entitled the ‘Hilltop Stater’ on a rare numismatic 
discovery. The pick of the 1999-2000 season’s talks 
was ‘The Great Train Robbery’. Much like the first 
part of this article, it looked back on happenings 
stretching back to 1963. Other talks included 
‘Roman Chilterns’ and ‘Bletchley Park’. 

At the 2000 AGM David 
Ridgwell became Chairman, 
succeeding Evelyn Money. 
Members expressed their 
appreciation for her major 
contribution, which was 
recognised in her appointment 
as Hon. President of the 
Group. The Summer Outing 
was to Chenies Manor. A 
further contribution to the 
Millennium Commemoration 
was the ‘2000 Years of Local 
History’ event complete with 

Iron Age story-teller, exhibition, and guided walk 
around the Camp. The Newsletter featured articles 
on the abundance of ‘Hilltop Village Pubs’ and the 
Bohemian artists that once resided at the Mill. 
Subscriptions increased to £5 from the 2000-01 
season, during which members were entertained by 
a talk on ‘The Rothschilds of Tring’. 

The Group took possession of a replica Bronze 
Age sword (see also the 2004 Outing below) and in 
January 2001 the long-awaited installation of 
interpretation boards for ‘The Camp’ took place. 
The Summer Outing was a visit to the Dacorum 
Heritage Trust Museum Store at Berkhamsted. The 
Newsletter included an article on ‘Beating the 
Cholesbury Bounds’. The Autumn of 2001 brought 
us a talk on ‘The Myth of Metroland’. The 2002 
Members’ Evening talk by Evelyn Money on the 
origins of the Group led to a Newsletter article that 
year, and provided a stimulus for this two-part 
article. In June, the Queen’s 50th Anniversary was 
marked by a Jubilee Exhibition – ‘The Fifties, The 
Way We Were’ – displaying a magnificent collection 
of household items, photographs etc. lent by local 
people. At the AGM the Group adopted a 
Constitution. That Summer, the first of five Local 
History Walk leaflets celebrating the Group’s 40th 
year was published. The Summer Outing was to the 
Cabinet War Rooms, Cabinet Office and 10 
Downing Street.  

(continued on next page) 



…“Our Beginnings…. to the present day”            (continued on from the previous page)

New roadside posters advertised the 2002-03 
season, which kicked off with an enjoyable talk on 
St George’s Chapel, Windsor and the Order of the 
Garter. ‘Behind Bars in Buckingham', with excellent 
images, was another gem. 

A talk in 2003 to Berkhamsted Historical Society 
on the Hilltop Villages was the first of several talks 
made to other societies. At the 2003 AGM David 
Ridgwell stood down as Chairman and was 
succeeded by Chris Brown. The Summer Outing 
was to Verulamium Museum and St Albans 
Cathedral. The Newsletter included a memoir on 
the 1930s in Buckland Common. Subscriptions were 
£6 from the 2003-04 season. A pick of the talks was 
‘The History of Popular Photography’ and also ‘The 
Gardens of West Wycombe’ with Richard Wheeler 
from the NT, who stunned his audience by 
revealing the hidden symbolism of all those follies 
and grottos! Recently completed projects on field 
names and road names were put on display. By 
now the archive was becoming too large to rely on 
card indexes and this led to the purchase of a laptop 
and specialist software to manage the artefact, 
photographic and document collection. A highlight 
for 2004 was the Summer Outing to the 
Ashmolean Museum, which included a viewing 
of the locally found Bronze Age Sword and Mark 
Gertler’s Gilbert Cannan and His Mill. A walk 
around Cholesbury took place in September. In 
the Newsletter George Cobby provided an 
informative history of Dundridge Cottage.  

Two notable talks on the 2004-05 programme 
were ‘Reminiscences of Two Evacuees in 
Buckinghamshire’ and ‘The Black Death in 
Bucks’. The Bicentenary of the Battle of Trafalgar 
saw a large party enjoy a Summer Outing to the 
Trafalgar Exhibition with a tour behind the scenes 
at the Maritime Museum, Greenwich. There was 
more Trafalgar banter in the Newsletter when 
Caroline Coates and George Cobby went head-to-
head on naval myths and the women who were 
onboard ship at the time. The 2005-06 year kicked 
off with a Trafalgar theme with an excellent talk by 
Derek Ayshford on ‘The Men at Trafalgar’. Over the 
Trafalgar weekend there was a special service and 
graveside tribute to David Newton, a flower festival 
and exhibition, all rounded off with a very 
enjoyable Trafalgar Lunch at Cholesbury VH. Talks 
later on that season on Capability Brown and 
‘Bread, Gruel and Suet Dumplings’ went down 
well. Following on from Colin Oakes’ engaging talk 
on Pepys, the Summer Outing included a guided 
walk by Colin, incorporating a visit to Pepys House 
and a tour of the Museum of London. Anecdotes 
about the local pubs and publicans featured in 

Shirley Blomfield’s Archivist’s Notes for the 
Newsletter. 

Speakers in 2006-07 included Colin Oakes, 
whose lively approach to ‘The Chesham Workhouse 
Riots of 1835’ was much enjoyed. Clive Foxell, 
another popular speaker, on the ‘Ten Cinemas of 
Chesham’ brought back fond memories for many 
villagers. The Summer Outing, complementing an 
earlier talk, was to Woburn Abbey and Gardens. 
The Group co-hosted the Archaeology and Local 
History Fun Day in July 2007 at Cholesbury. The 
Librarian’s Notes from Paddy Thomas refer to 
interesting stories behind several books, previously 
belonging to General and Mrs Money, now in the 
Group’s collection. The talks for 2007-08 were an 
eclectic mix with a return of three favourite 
speakers Wendy Austin on ‘Tring Gardens’, Clive 
Foxell on the ‘History of Technicolor’ and Anne 
Batchelor with ‘A Batchelor’s Delight’. Cholesbury 
VH was the venue for an informative workshop on 
‘Reading Old Documents’. At the 2008 AGM, St 
Leonards Parish Hall’s 50th Anniversary was 
acknowledged with a donation to the Hall of £250, 
to purchase a projector screen providing improved 
facilities for the Group’s talks. A well-received talk 
on Westminster Abbey prompted the follow-up 
visit for the Summer Outing. The Newsletter 
featured an article by Barry Warr on the local’s 
celebration of Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897. 

In September 2008 Evelyn Money sadly died and 
members acknowledged her immense contribution 
to the Group over many years. Talks for 2008-09 
included a return by Julian Hunt to talk about 
Bucks Churches and a personal account of ‘Life in 
Berkhamsted’s Foundling Hospital’. A walk around 
Amersham and Museum visit later that month went 
ahead. In March a digital projector was purchased 
to continue to provide the facilities expected from 
speakers. Together with display stands this would 
also enable the Group to undertake its own 
illustrated talks, the first of which in April marked 
the 75th Anniversary of the Parish Council. The 
Group’s part in the celebrations included an 
exhibition, a village walk and a traditional ‘Beating 
of the Bounds.’ The Newsletter acknowledged the 
Parish Council Anniversary with articles on the 
allotments and old Telephone Exchange. The 
February 2009 meeting about RAF Halton was 
cancelled due to heavy snow, the first such 
occurrence for many years. However, the Summer 
Outing more than compensated with a visit to RAF 
Halton’s Halton House and Trenchard Museum. At 
the AGM, members had agreed an increase of 
subscriptions to £8 from 2009-10.  

(continued on next page)
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In the Autumn of 2009 there was a Chesham 
town walk and visit to Chesham Museum. 2009-10 
talks covered a wide range of subjects from ‘The 
Inexhaustible Mr Paxton’, to Napoleonic Prisoners, 
Toll Roads and Southwark Cathedral. The latter 
was also the focus of the Summer Outing. There 
was a Spring 2010 walk around Buckland Common. 

Two headline-grabbing titles in the Newsletter 
that year were ‘A Short History of Bus Services in 
the Hilltop Villages’ and ‘The Extraordinary Case of 
Rev. William Day’! 

Colin Oakes kicked off the 
2010-11 season with ‘The Verneys 
of Buckinghamshire’. Snow 
intervened again in December 
postponing a talk on Bucks Artists 
to May. During an enlightening 
talk on ‘Cottage Crafts of Bucks’, 
members found out how tough it 
was to split and then plait some 
straw! The winter outing, on a 
bitterly cold day, was a guided 
walk around Tring. A large group 
enjoyed the Summer Outing to 
Frogmore Paper Mill in Hemel. A  
2011-12 Newsletter article entitled ‘Mr Gilbert, I 
Presume’ reported on research by three members 
who had unearthed the intriguing story of John 
Gilbert who found his way from Wiltshire, via the 
Zambezi River, to the Cider Factory at Buckland 
Common. At the start of the 2011-12 season, 
‘Bygone Implements of Home and Farm’ was a 
joyous trip down memory lane for many members 
who had, or still used, the tools on show. ‘Nelson’s 
Women’ was a ‘pro bono’ talk in return for an 
article on David Newton provided for the 
prestigious journal, ‘The Nelson Dispatch’. ‘The 
Experiences of a Buckinghamshire Coroner’ was a 
rare insight into the intriguing work of this historic 

occupation. Members enjoyed a Spring walk 
around Hastoe village and talk at the soon to be 
refurbished Hastoe Hall. The major event though 
was the Diamond Jubilee Exhibition – ‘60 Royal 
years 1952-2012’. The hard work involved was 
rewarded by a large attendance with positive 
feedback. There followed a much enjoyed Summer 
Outing to Boarstall Tower. 

The 2012-13 Newsletter celebrated two 
Anniversaries, the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and, 
the Local History Group’s own 50th Anniversary. 
Part one of this two-part Group History launched a 
season-long celebration. During the year themed 
displays at each meeting featured the range of items 
in the archives gathered over the 50 years. It was 
fitting that two of the most appreciated talks of the 
year were on local topics, ‘Brickmaking’ and ‘The 
Lee in World War I’. The Spring Walk was to 
Western Turville. Instead of a Summer Outing a 
Local History Treasure Hunt was organised for 
July. The 2013 AGM took place on Friday 3rd May at 
marking 50 years to the day since the first ever 
meeting of the Group on 3rd May 1963. 

The Group’s fifty-year history has been captured 
in minute books, meeting notes and newsletters. 
Despite this, I do not claim that this canter through 
our Group’s first fifty years has identified either the 
most memorable talks, or the most fascinating 
events and outings, or all the key Committee 
resolutions! As members we will all have our own 
recollections of favourite speakers, interesting talks, 
much enjoyed outings and visits, personal 
discoveries and amusing anecdotes about our local 
and national history. I hope through my jottings 
you have been reminded or learnt anew how our 
Group came into existence and how it has been so 
successful over its first fifty years. Looking forward, 
I wish it an equally successful future. 

Chris Brown 

***************************************************** 

Local History Treasure Hunt and Teas – a day to remember 
Sunday 7th July, the day the Local History Group chose to celebrate its Fiftieth Anniversary, may well be 

remembered for another fifty years. It was the day that Andy Murray won the Wimbledon Men’s Finals!  
At Cholesbury Village Hall the sun shone, the bunting flew and wonderful cakes were lined up. Tennis fever 

reigned with helpers glued to a radio in the kitchen or rushing across the road to look at the nearest television. 
Meanwhile the Treasure Hunt carried on, giving the participants a mixture of easy or tricky local history clues 
to lead them round two circuits of Cholesbury. At the end of the afternoon, with much deliberation by the 
judges, two worthy winners emerged. John Farmer won the adult prize of a book token and Fletcher Blount 
won the children’s prize of a ‘Horrible Histories’ book. Well done to both. You know your local history 
landmarks. 

The band of volunteers who helped with getting the hall ready, making cakes, serving teas and washing up, 
all deserve very special thanks. They went well beyond the call of duty by giving up their time and missing 
what turned out to be the match of the century.  

Paddy Thomas
 



 

2013 – 2014 PROGRAMME  
produced by George Cobby 

FRIDAY, 4 OCTOBER  
8.00pm for 8.15pm 
St Leonards Parish Hall 

THE HOME OF JAMES BOND - THE HISTORY OF PINEWOOD STUDIOS  

Mike Payne is a former Chairman of Princes Risborough Area Heritage Society. His 
talk will encompass iconic movies, from Reach For The Sky to the James Bond series. 

FRIDAY, 1 NOVEMBER  
8.00pm for 8.15pm 
St Leonards Parish Hall 

BURNING TO GET THE VOTE – THE SUFFRAGETTES IN BUCKS  

Colin Cartwright is a Baptist minister, local historian and photographer who has just 
published a book revealing the story of women’s suffrage in Buckinghamshire.  

FRIDAY, 6 DECEMBER  
8.00pm for 8.15pm 
St Leonards Parish Hall 

HISTORY OF TRING SILK MILL 

Wendy Austin is a LHG member and local historian, who has published extensively 
on Rothschild memorabilia and the history of Tring and the surrounding area.  

FRIDAY, 10 JANUARY  
8.00pm for 8.15pm 
St Leonards Parish Hall 

ST ALBANS: THE FIRST BATTLE OF THE WARS OF THE ROSES 

Harvey Watson is Chairman, London and South-East Regional Branch, Battlefields 
Trust. An historian and co-author of the definitive book on the Battles of St Albans.  

FRIDAY, 7 FEBRUARY  
8.00pm for 8.15pm 
St Leonards Parish Hall 

QUAINTON AND THE RAILWAYS 

Ted Cooper is former Chairman, Quainton Railway Society, a chartered engineer who 
has an interesting story to mark the 150th Anniversary of the Metropolitan Railway. 

FRIDAY, 7 MARCH  
8.00pm for 8.15pm 
St Leonards Parish Hall 

THE BAYEUX TAPESTRY  

Bill Willett is a cartographer by profession and an enthusiastic researcher of historic 
sites. The origin of this over 900-year-old embroidery is still a matter of much debate. 

FRIDAY, 4 APRIL  
8.00pm for 8.15pm 
Cholesbury Village Hall 

FAILED TO RETURN - AMY JOHNSON AND LESLIE HOWARD  

Tony Eaton has a special interest in unravelling the unresolved air mysteries of WW2, 
particularly where the authorities are still refusing to fully open up their files.  

FRIDAY, 2 MAY 
7.30pm sharp 
Cholesbury Village Hall 

AGM followed by BERKHAMSTED CASTLE (a short introduction) 

John Waller is steward and guide at Berkhamsted Castle. We welcome John back 
having entertained us two years ago with his talk and outing to Boarstall Tower. 

MEMBERSHIP:  ADULTS £10.00 pa. JUNIORS (those below the minimum school leaving age) FREE 
 VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME: £4.00 PER MEETING 

Coffee, Tea and Biscuits are served and a collection is taken 
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If you would like to receive periodic updates and reminders of forthcoming LHG meetings and other events, please 
contact us on the email address above left, or include your email address on your Membership Renewal Form. You 
can also find local history articles and copies of past Newsletters on the LHG website above right. 

 
 

Founder’s Prize 2013 

The Founder’s Prize is given in memory of General Money, one of the Group’s Founding Members. Members at 
this year’s AGM endorsed the Committee’s recommendation to award this year’s prize to Lyn and Brian Horridge 
for their generous contributions of genealogy CDs and books. We look forward to hearing their choice of book 
when it is presented at a future meeting. 
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