
Chairman’s Introduction

Quite rightly, there is a prominent theme flowing through a number of the articles in this, our 18th Newsletter. 
The Great War began on 4th August 1914 and several articles reflect the impact the First World War had on 
those living in these villages. This time we have pieces on servicemen with local connections, who were killed 
in action, and the impact the war had on the people and places of Buckinghamshire.  

 Our programme of evening meetings also includes talks drawing on events from this period of history - the 
Zeppelin Raids, which reached Hertfordshire, and Infantry Training at Halton. Other talks include the 
eccentricities of Walter Rothschild, the remarkable story of the 17th century women known as Blue Stockings, 
Boat Building in Tring, Coaching Inns in Bucks, the not so everyday life in a Roman Villa and changes in 
farming practice in the Chilterns. 

 Elsewhere in this Newsletter we have accounts from two enjoyable outings in the last six months, to 
Aylesbury Old Town and Berkhamsted Castle, and the exploits of some of the Committee invited to contribute 
to family history and archaeological events. 

 As Editor it would not be possible to produce this Newsletter without the support and efforts of many 
others. I would like to express my appreciation to the Committee for their help in producing and distributing 
the Newsletter. Orbitpress in Chesham have been printing our Newsletter for over ten years and I would like to 
take this opportunity to record my thanks to Laura, Chris and Sean for the excellent work they always do for 
us. I do hope you enjoy reading all this year's articles from both regular contributors Shirley Blomfield, George 
Cobby, Paddy Thomas and myself, as well as this year's guest authors Stewart Pearce and Windsor Thomas. I 
look forward to seeing Members and Visitors again at our evening meetings.  

 Chris Brown 
 

Summer  Outing to Berkhamsted Castle - Sunday 13th July 2014

18 members assembled in the Visitor Centre at  
2pm, to meet our guide Mr Ken Wallis from the 
Berkhamsted Local History & Museum Society. Ken 
turned out to be a knowledgeable enthusiast for the 
castle who kept us engaged with his concise and 
entertaining review of its history while he walked 
us around key points of the site. Towards the end of 
our walk we climbed the steps leading steeply 
upwards to the top of the mound, where once had 
stood the keep. This was the vantage point from 
which its defenders of old will have kept watch day 
and night to scour the surrounding countryside for 
the earliest signs of hostile attacks on the castle. 
Today it offers peaceful and panoramic south-
easterly views of Berkhamsted town and its nearby 
commuter railway station.  

 I left Berkhamsted Castle knowing more about 
its place in English history. Following from William 
the Conqueror's victory over Harold, King of 
England, at the Battle of Hastings in 1066, the 

Manor and Honour of Berkhamsted was granted by 
William, as the newly crowned King of England, to 
one of his Norman knights, Robert of Mortain, who 
fought successfully at the Battle of Hastings. This 
event led to a complete change in England's ruling 
class, our civil administration and our legal and 
political structures, which to this day is informed by 
ancient documents such as the Magna Carta and the 
Domesday Book. The castle remains impressive 
despite being a ruin. In its heyday, the extensive 
walled and defended inner areas were protected by 
the twin moats, set within the extensive forested 
countryside then prevalent in the surrounding area. 

 There is lots more in the Berkhamsted 
Community Partnership's published booklet 
‘Berkhamstead Castle, A Unique Norman Motte and 
Bailey Castle’; available from the Castle's Visitor 
Centre and possibly also from other local sources. 

Windsor Thomas
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Founder’s Prize 2014 

The Founder’s Prize is awarded in memory of General Money, one of the Group’s Founding Members. At the 
2014 AGM Members endorsed the Committee’s recommendation to award this year’s Founder's Prize to 
Windsor Thomas in recognition of his longstanding support, behind the scenes, at evening meetings, 
exhibitions, outings and also with periodic contributions to the Newsletter, a fine example of which is below! 



Branch Line to Halton

In 1913 Alfred Rothschild made his estates at 
Halton available to the Army for military 
manoeuvres, and in the first year of the Great War 
20,000 troops were encamped there for intensive 
training in simulated battlefield conditions. There 
was also the Royal Flying Corps squadron, and as 
the War progressed, to cope with the shortage of 
aircraft fitters it was found necessary to establish 
large workshops for the training of RFC ground  

 The vast supplies necessary for the running of 
the Camp were conveyed from Wendover Station 
on requisitioned road vehicles. In 1915 the 
stationmaster at Wendover hit upon the idea of 
transporting men and materials more easily by rail 
and his plan was accepted by the Metropolitan 
Railway. The Military also saw the sense of this, 
and German prisoners of war were sent to build a 
single near-two-mile length of line, which opened 
in 1917. The starting point was a newly constructed 
wooden platform added to the 'Up-Platform' at 
Wendover, and the terminus was close to Chestnut 

Avenue, Halton. There was also a short narrow-
gauge railway to facilitate the movement of 
materials within the Camp. 

  

Disused Railway Station at RAF Halton 

 Alfred de Rothschild’s patriotic generosity also 
made available the huge quantities of timber so 
desperately needed for trench props, duck boards 
and hardwood for aircraft fittings. 

 The inspired solution put forward by the 
railwayman in 1915 was more than justified once 
implemented. It continued to be of value, not only 
in the Great War, but also for the greatly expanded 
RAF Camp throughout World War II. 

 
Course of Railway with tracks still in situ 

 At one time Buckinghamshire's railway maps 
showed a 'spiders web' of branch lines. The most 
modest, yet the most useful during its half-century 
of life, was the Halton Line, which closed in 1963. 

George Cobby 

*************************************************************************************** 

Just a Typical Weather Report for the Hilltop Villages - Monday 23rd May 1874!

EFFECT OF THE RECENT STORM -An unusually 
heavy thunderstorm broke over this neighbourhood 
on Monday afternoon last. Among the casualties 
were two sheep and eight turkeys killed at 
Dundridge farm, the residence of Mr. Hobbs. A 
large oak near what is known as Captain's Wood, 
standing by the Bellingdon Road was splintered to 
its centre. The hailstones are described as being as 
large as Walnuts at Hawridge, where 40 squares of 
glass were broken in three cottages there belonging 
to Mr Carpenter. Nearly all the windows in the 
farm residence of Mr Daniel Wright were also 
broken, and 100 pheasants' eggs belonging to him, 

and 20 belonging to Mr E. Bishop, of Cholesbury 
were smashed. The force with which the hailstones 
struck the windows produced an effect similar to 
what would be caused by boys throwing stones at 
them, and pieces of glass were scattered all over the 
rooms and on the beds. An eye-witness assures us 
that on the following morning the hailstones at the 
bottom of Hawridge Common were more than a 
foot in depth on the ground, and of a very large 
size. In the town of Chesham itself the storm was 
much less violent than at the places we mentioned.  

(Report from The Bucks Herald - 30th May 1874) 



Digging Over the Archaeological History of Cholesbury Camp  
The idea for this article arose following an invitation to re-examine the archaeological research relating to Cholesbury 
Camp. This review, which is currently underway, is connected to a project being run by Oxford University to create an 
Atlas of Hillforts in Britain and Ireland. Together with other local organisations, the Local History Group was invited to 
participate in a re-evaluation of the hillforts of the Chilterns. More on this later, but first the historical background. 

 It is May 1932. King George V has already been 
on the throne for over twenty years, Ramsey 
Macdonald is Prime Minister. German nationalism 
is taking hold and dark clouds are gathering over 
Europe. Meanwhile far from the madding crowd in 
Cholesbury a stranger arrives. Locals notice him 
deep in thought, wandering through woods and 
lanes, notebook in hand. His name is Day Kimball 
and he is here to investigate Cholesbury Camp.  

 This was neither the first nor last instance when 
the bumps and hollows of Cholesbury Camp have 
attracted attention. One of the earliest records is in 
George Lipscomb's History and Antiquities of the 
County of Buckingham, published in 1847. This 
antiquarian essay concludes the earthwork was 
probably evidence of "a Danish encampment, which 
some consider was on the site of an earlier British 
town". The annual accounts of the Bucks 
Archaeological Society (BAS) for 1855 refer to an 
expenditure of £1:5s:0d for "the survey of the site of 
the ancient camp at Cholesbury". I discovered that 
soon afterwards the Archaeological Institute 
published this plan submitted by the BAS Secretary. 

 In a related account from 1862 it states: "the 
banks locally known as 'Bury Hills' and they form a 
delightful walk during the summer months being 
beautifully shaded with trees". 
From the plan and description 
it's reasonable to conclude the 
present-day 'avenue' of beech 
trees, which remains a striking, 
if not exactly complimentary, 
addition to an archaeological 
important site had already 
been planted by the 1850s. It 
noted that, as we see today, 
"the southern banks had been 

removed during house building, though remnants 
of the ditches remained in the gardens". 

 The Royal Commission on Historic Monuments 
published the first comprehensive survey in 1912. 
The surveyors provided this excellent scale map 
and measured every aspect of the hillfort. 

 In 1977, the 1912 listing for the Camp was 
refreshed under new scheduling arrangements for 
historic monuments. Notable over the 60 or so years 
since the first listing is the emergence of a new 
lexicon to describe archaeological features, such as 
multivallate (meaning with two or more ramparts 
separated by ditches). In the latter part of the 20th 
century more rigorous planning rules required 
archaeological watching briefs to be arranged on 
several occasions when building work was to be 
undertaken on or near the scheduled area of the 
hillfort. The most recent research was a geophysical 
survey in 2000.  The principle conclusion from this 
work was that there may have been a manor house 
and associated buildings within the earthworks 
occupied during the 13th Century and coinciding 
with Kimball's pottery finds, referred to below.  

 So who was this chap with the unusual name? 
At the time of his visit to Cholesbury, Day Kimball 
was in his mid-forties. Like his father he was a 
Harvard-educated lawyer and hailed from Boston, 
USA, and between 1910 and 1940 crossed back and 
forth the Atlantic to London several times each 
year! His grandfather, Moses Day Kimball, was a 
politician and the curator of the Boston Museum. In 
addition to inheriting a distinctive forename from 
his grandfather it is possible Moses also stimulated 
Kimball's interest in archaeology. 

(continued on next page) 



Digging Over the Archaeological History of Cholesbury Camp      (continued) 

Why he decided to visit Cholesbury in the Spring of 
'32 remains a mystery. However, only a few days 
after arrival, permissions were secured from 
Thomas Brown and Commander Muir (Old 
Vicarage), owners of the land where Cholesbury 
Camp sat. He then hired a group of local men to do 
the heavy digging and Kimball was ready to start 
investigating the hillfort. Over the next month 
Kimball directed the excavations, surveying both 
inner and outer ramparts at various points around 
the circumference. He then excavated a trench 
running almost in a straight line right across the 
diameter of the enclosed pasture. 

 By the middle of June Kimball accumulated over 
200 shards of pottery, as well as small quantities of 
iron slag and fragments of rarely found quern-
stones, imported from Eifel, now part of Germany, 
for grinding cereals. A large selection of pottery was 
sent to experts at the British Museum, including 
several fragments from a wheel-thrown pot, dated 
to the early Belgic period (c. 200BC) and many 
shards from c. 50BC. There were very few Romano-
British (c. AD60) and a handful were medieval  
(c. 13th Century). A year later Kimball published 
his conclusions in the Journal of the British 
Archaeological Association. He concluded, the Camp 
had been in permanent use for less than 300 years. 

 Kimball conducted one other investigation, in 
the Rhineland in 1947. He spent the last years of his 
life as a magistrate in Bermuda. He died in 1855. 

 The robustness of his 
work was confirmed by the 
incorporation of his 
conclusions into the English 
Heritage schedule for 
Cholesbury Camp. Most 
importantly, his work as an 
amateur archaeologist on 
Cholesbury Camp provides 
us with a lucid story of its 
construction, purpose and 
inhabitants. 

 Last Spring I attended a 
Chilterns Conservation 
Board workshop to find out 
how the History Group 
could contribute to the 
Oxford University Atlas of 
Hillforts in Britain and Ireland. 

I spent a day training on a windswept Ivinghoe 
Beacon, assessing heights of ramparts and 
distinguishing the types of landscape. Following the 
workshop I was joined by fellow trainee, Richard 
Bysouth, and we set off to inspect Cholesbury 
Camp armed with a long and complicated guidance 
notes and a questionnaire to complete. Finding that 
the information recorded by the Royal Commission 
and Kimball still remained valid, we then decided 
to concentrate on a section of the guidance that 
encouraged us to gather images and material that is 
no longer readily accessible. I discovered that Day 
Kimball's pottery shards are stored in the archive of 
Buckinghamshire County Museum and Richard 
and I had an exciting day inspecting and 
photographing all these artefacts.  

 The image, above left, shows a fragment from a 
2nd Century BC Belgic pot, which Day Kimball 
used in the sketch on the right, published in 1933.  

 For some time the LHG has been aware that in 
1952 a gold Gallo-Belgic Quarter Stater had been 
found inside the Camp. This coin is also kept in the 
Museum archive and, having first donned white 
gloves, we were privileged to be able to handle the 
coin and photograph it. The Stater was the first 
coinage to be used in Britain, the earliest coins 
found dating from the Second Century BC. This one 
was probably struck on the Continent and brought 
here by Belgic traders. The black and white image 
on the left does not do justice to how brand new, 
bright and sparkling it appeared. The obverse (top 
image) has a celtinized Apollo, which has been 
deliberately defaced. The reverse (bottom image) is 
a celtinized horse with floral pattern. 

 As the work on this project continues, I look 
forward to providing members with further 
updates. Meantime visit the website for a detailed 
account on the history of Cholesbury Camp. 

Chris Brown 

I would like to thank Richard Bysouth for all his help 
working with me on this project.

Cholesbury Camp - Two ways you can help 

First—Would you like to help by taking photographs of Cholesbury Camp during the early Autumn? 
Second—The Chiltern Society will soon be managing a section of Cholesbury Camp owned by Bucks CC, 
accessed via the church path. They're looking for someone to walk this section occasionally and let the Society 
know if trees have fallen or are in a dangerous condition. Please let me know if you can help. Chris Brown. 



The History Group Library 

With the centenary of the start of WW1 on every 
screen and in every newspaper and magazine, the 
challenge was to test the History Group Library. 
Would at least some of our books reveal anything to 
add to the picture, particularly about our own area? 
There were two obvious candidates. 

 The first is ‘Testimony of War 1914–1918’ by Peter 
Liddle, which gives us an overview. The author 
presents archive material collected over 12 years, 
which he describes as ‘personal experience in all 
aspects of the First World War’. It reproduces a 
wonderful mixture of letters, diaries, photographs, 
maps, scrapbooks and poems, which give a real 
flavour of the war as it affected officers and men. 
The local link here is to General Money, founder 
member of the Local History Group. He served in 
France with the Cameronians and he took a small 
camera with him. There are four of his many 
wartime photographs in the book, including one 
that shows men brewing up an early morning cup 
of tea behind the trenches on the Lys in 1914. The 
flyleaf of our book was signed by the author with 
the dedication ‘with affectionate respect for Major 
General R. C. Money remembering his outstanding 
help with my 1914–18 archival work’. 

 The second candidate, ‘No Finer Courage—a 
Village in the Great War’ by Michael Senior, brings us 
very close to home. It is the story of the men of The 
Lee who went to war, and their experiences at 
Fromelles. It is all the more gripping because it first 
sets the pre-war scene at The Lee with a picture of 
the settled, ordered life of the Liberty Family, their 
workers and the villagers. This is in stark contrast to 
the later scenes of battle and life in the trenches. 
Arthur Liberty’s adopted heir, Ivor Stewart Liberty, 
told the men of the Parish that anyone who enlisted 
was ‘providing himself with an entire change of life 
(which almost amounts to a holiday—for it is not 
for a long time)’. They followed his advice. There 
are thirty names on the Lee War Memorial. 

 If you want to know more about the life and 
death of those who went to war, try Wendy 
Austin’s ‘More Tring Personalities’. Her 
‘personalities’ are the three ordinary local boys who 
did not return to Tring to tell their tales.  

 ‘Rothschild’ by Derek Wilson has detailed 
coverage of how WW1 affected the far-flung 
Rothschild family. The English part of the family 
was deeply involved in the Zionist movement and 
in the book is a letter dated November 2nd 1917, sent 
to Lord Rothschild by James Balfour following the 
Balfour Declaration. He asks him to ‘bring this 
declaration to the knowledge of the Zionist 
Federation’. The end of the same chapter describes 
the sale of Halton House and estate to the Royal Air 

Force. There is much more about wartime and the 
sale in ‘The Story of Halton House’. Halton was used 
for military manoeuvres just before The Great War, 
with the early aircraft landings and overhead flights 
delighting and fascinating the inhabitants of 
Wendover. Then as described in George Cobby's 
article elsewhere in this Newsletter, Alfred 
Rothchild offered the use of the estate for the 
military. A photograph in the book sums up the 
troops’ experiences with a group of young men in 
uniform labelled ‘The first residents of Halton-on-
the-Mud’. 

 Are you more interested in what was going on at 
home? Another Wendy Austin book ‘The Grand 
Junction Canal’ describes how The Railway 
Executive Committee took control of the railways 
and most of the canal system.  

 Two photographs in Clive Foxell's ‘The 
Metropolitan Line’ give a good idea of how women 
did many jobs usually done by men. A female Met 
guard is seen in action and, in the other, women 
porters clean the trains. 

 The last three books give personal and vivid 
accounts of day to day life. In ‘Eva’s Story’, Eva 
Rance remembers running out into the garden to 
see a Zeppelin going over Chesham, how five 
Northumberland Fusiliers were billeted in her 
house and having time off school to pick 
blackberries for jam for the troops. Cigar-shaped 
Zeppelins also feature in the book by the Herts 
Federation of Women's Institutes, ‘Hertfordshire 
within Living Memory’ as do the German prisoners 
of war working on the farms and the sadness when 
the horses were commandeered for the Army. In 
‘Seventy Summers’ the farmer, Tony Harman, 
remembers how people were nervous and 
suspicious. Anyone suspected of being a German 
was in danger, so much so that a local family of 
Austrian origin only avoided having their house 
burnt down by the locals because someone went 
down to fetch the Police from Chesham. 

 This WW1 selection will be brought to the first 
meeting in October as well as the usual ‘portable’ 
choice of books. Members may borrow any book 
from the History Group Library. There is no special 
time limit for borrowing, but the list does get 
checked from time to time to catch up with missing 
titles. An updated Library List will be available in 
the autumn. Call me on 01494 758460 if you want to 
see a particular book on the List. We are always 
pleased to receive suggestions for new titles or 
areas of interest.  

Paddy Thomas 



Notes by the Archivist 

I am pleased to say that the purchase of a new 
laptop towards the end of 2013 made a tremendous 
difference, the original having become so slow that 
it was painful to use. How nice to get an instant 
response when keying in, and searches and data 
input are so much quicker. Purchase has also been 
made of more archival storage boxes (our ‘Black 
Boxes’), which are being filled rapidly, and the 
acquisition of another set of display panels gives 
added scope for presentations. Thanks and 
acknowledgment to Chiltern District Council for 
their grant of funds towards these items. The 
Group have recently acquired a display case, which 
will also enable 
our archives to be 
shown to a wider 
audience, apart 
from our monthly 
meetings, where 
during last season, 
a different Black 
Box was taken 
along each month 
for members and 
visitors to look 
through.  

 It took some 
months to 
organise but 
eventually there 
was a self-funded Pantomime Evening in March, 
when people involved with the Cholesbury Drama 
Group were able to watch clips from productions 
from the 1980s and 1990s. The Drama Group put 
on pantomimes and revues during this time and 
the archives now have more than 100 photographs, 
together with DVDs of some productions. Thanks 
go to Chris Brown, for sitting through their editing 
down to manageable lengths, and to Liz Firth and 
Hilary Sheppard for providing much of the 
material. Also thanks to Brian Horridge who 
scanned onto disc the scrapbook of photographs, 
programmes and posters which Hilary had 
compiled at the time. 

 Brian has also presented the archives with a CD 
of the school records of both St Leonards and 
Hawridge and Cholesbury, these contain much 
interesting detail. A further addition to the archives 

has been a school exercise book with a Geography 
project focusing on Chivery Farm and farming 
practise there in the 1950s.  

 Di Amies, Paddy Thomas and I manned a stand 
at the Bucks Family History Society Open Day in 
Aylesbury on 26th July and took along a display 
(using the new 4-panel screens) based on the theme 
of our parish connections with World War One. 
General Money featured prominently, as did 
members of the Warr Family, and we also took 
along two boards of military cap badges and a set 
(incomplete) of magazines published in 1938 
entitled ‘The Great War … I Was There! Undying 
Memories of 1914–1918’. All attracted attention. It is 
a day where we catch up with friends from other 
organisations and exchange information with other 
visitors, with the benefit of adding this to our 
archives. 

 Paddy Thomas and Liz Firth are completing the 
exercise started by Maureen Newall of 
photographing and recording the church kneelers 
in each of the three churches, a somewhat chilly 
task at times, and I thank them for undertaking to 
do this. 

 Family historians continue to contact the group. 
We have received further information from the 
Pallett family and I had a telephone call from  
Mr Philip Jefferis, who came to stay at Chambers 
Green Guest House, in St Leonards, as an evacuee 
from London during the Second World War. This 
was at the time when the Hooper family were there 
and running the guest house. Mr Jefferis has filled 
in some detail about the family at that time. 

 Shirley Blomfield

Buckinghamshire Local History Network Conference - 27 Sept 2014 

This annual event is an opportunity to listen to local history topics about Buckinghamshire presented by 
experts and academics. This year the theme is 'Defining Buckinghamshire' and the event takes place at the 
Royal Latin School in Buckingham. Tickets cost £10. A number of LHG Members attend regularly and can 
recommend it as an excellent day out. Information can be found at www.bucksas.org.uk/blhnconference. 
Contact Paddy Thomas for further information. 



 Further coincidences …….. 

While at the BFHS Open Day we were in 
conversation with one of their visitors, who has 
supplied us with information regarding his family 
at St Leonards. Included in his story is Sarah 
Matthews, born in 1850 at Milesfield Farm, and 
working as a housemaid/nursemaid at The 
Vicarage at St Leonards in the 1871 Census. Sarah 
married Henry Alfred Reed and the photograph 
shows Sarah with Henry and their daughter Ethel 
in 1915, by which time they were living in Tring. 

 I was interested in this because at the same time, 
1871, living at the vicarage was the Reverend Henry 
George Watson, Clerk in Holy Orders, with his wife 
and six children. Henry was also Parish Curate at 
the Anglican Chapel at Buckland Common. Six 
more children were born to the Watsons, all 
baptised at St Leonards. Two of these fought in the 
Great War, one losing his life and the other going 
on to have a distinguished career as a surgeon who 
also served in the Second World War.  

 Lance Corporal Herbert Coleridge Watson was 
born in 1880 and served with the Kings Royal Rifle 
Corps, 1st Battalion He was a barrister of The Inner 
Temple and a literary critic for The Daily Telegraph. 
He died of wounds on 
March 5th 1917 and is buried 
in Etaples Military 
Cemetery. His name is listed 
on the Woburn Sands 
Memorial (his parents had 
moved to Aspley Heath) and 
also on the Daily Telegraph 
Memorial to their staff who 
were killed in the war. 

 His elder brother, Charles Gordon (1874–1949), 
served as a civil surgeon in South Africa during the 
Boer War. At the outbreak of war in August 1914 he 
was posted to the Duchess of Westminster’s 
Hospital at Le Touquet and later served in Italy. 
After the war he was a surgeon at St Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, practised in Harley Street and in 1939 was 
appointed consulting surgeon to the Army at home. 

 On the same 1871 Census, listed as living in The 
School House, were Nathan Dews, Certified 
Schoolmaster, with his wife (schoolmistress) and 
their one-year-old son, Alexander John Sharp Dews. 
Nathan came from Horbury, in the North Riding of 
Yorkshire, where he is described as a Pupil Teacher, 
aged 16, in the 1851 Census.  

 In the Autumn of 1867, Lady de Rothschild and 
her two daughters decided to hold an Industrial 
Exhibition for a few villages in the neighbourhood 
of Aston Clinton, this included St Leonards. In fact, 
there was such a demand for exhibition space from 
other villages and towns that entries came from a 

much wider area than 
originally envisaged. A 
programme was issued 
for the exhibition, 
advertised to be held at 
Halton in May 1868. It 
was eventually opened 
by the Prime Minister, 
Benjamin Disraeli, on 
Whit Monday 8th June. 

 Medals were 
awarded (gold, silver 
and bronze) and under 
the ‘Caligraphy (sic) 
and Practical 
Geography’ section, N 
Dews won a Silver 
Medal for a Map of 

Palestine. In the section ‘Carriages and Carts, 
Machinery and Implements of Gardening and 
Husbandry’, E Pocock of Hawridge won a Bronze 
Medal for Hayforks, and under ‘Pottery and 
Earthenware’ George Gomm was awarded a Bronze 
Medal for Bricks. He is listed as of Buckland, but at 
this time the parish of Buckland included Buckland 
Common, and George Gomm was a farmer and 
brickmaker at Buckland Wood Farm, Buckland 
Common. 

 Accounts in the public press also reported that, 
in the Natural History section, Nathan Dews of St 
Leonards showed a very handsome sheet of dried 
seaweed, of various kinds. In the same section, it 
was reported that a curiosity was a design of a ship 
made in moss collected by the designer, Nathan 
Dews, in Patagonia. It would be very interesting to 
know what took Nathan to Patagonia, and when he 
went there. 

 By 1881, the Census records him as living in 
Greenwich, with wife and son, and a daughter aged 
4, and his occupation is described as ‘Certified 
Teacher, Disengaged’.  

 Trying to find out more, a web search brings 
Nathan Dews up as a ‘Victorian historian’, who 
wrote a well-received ‘History of Deptford, in the 
Counties of Kent and Surrey Compiled from Authentic 
Records and Manuscripts’ in 1884.  

 I have found it interesting to follow up the 
stories of these people living and working in St 
Leonards in 1871, and was very pleased to receive 
the information regarding the family of Sarah 
Matthews. Further information would be welcomed 
for the Reverend Watson and his family and the 
family of Nathan Dews. The contact web address is 
given on the back page of this Newsletter. 

Shirley Blomfield

Herbert Coleridge Watson 



Local History Group Walk—Aylesbury Old Town 

My view of Aylesbury and its architecture has 
always been dominated by the rather ugly 1960’s 
office tower that is County Hall so I was in for a bit 
of a shock when I joined the Local History Group 
walk around the old town. 

 Twenty-two members and friends gathered at 
the County Museum in Church Street on a damp 
morning in April and there seemed to be a 
reluctance for all of us to leave the warmth of the 
coffee shop. However after a bit of cajoling we 
made our way to the first floor of the Museum’s 
main building, Ceely House, for the start of our 
walk. 

 Our guide was George Lamb. His enthusiasm for 
his subject was infectious and we were enthralled 
by his account of the history of this building. 
Constructed originally in the fifteenth century as a 
'Brother House' of the Fraternity of the Virgin Mary, 
a religious organisation linked to St Mary’s Church 
nearby, it was used for ceremonial purposes and 
meetings by the Fraternity. Timbers used in the 
construction of the house have been dated to 1473, 
but an original late medieval wall covering, which 
had been concealed by later wood panelling, looked 
remarkably fresh for its age! Sometime after the 
dissolution of the Fraternities by Henry VIII in 1547, 
the house was taken into private hands. Over the 
intervening period the property was extended. 
Internally, ceilings were covered by ornate 
plasterwork and walls encased by wood-panelling. 

 By the beginning of the twentieth century the 
house was occupied and later owned by a Dr Baker, 
who used the adjoining building as his surgery and 
dispensing room and was active in the 
Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society. The 
house was inherited by his daughter, Cecily, who 
sold it to the Society in 1944 although she continued 
to live there until 1950 after which the house, after 
renovation, was incorporated into the main 
museum. 

 Our walk continued through the back of the 
museum grounds to Pebble Lane where we 
encountered the water pump for giants but soon 
realised it was the right height for horse drawn 
water bowsers, which would distribute water 
around the town before the introduction of piped 
water. Pebble Lane also provided a fine example of 
a medieval lane which we learnt can be identified 
by drainage being laid to the centre of the lane 
rather than to the side as in modern roads. 

 A return to Church Street revealed many more 
Georgian ‘improved’ houses, although it is still 
possible to see one or two examples of unaltered 
medieval houses in the street. At the corner of 
Church Street and Church Square we found the 

original Aylesbury Grammar School buildings, 
constructed in 1718, and now part of the Museum. 
The buildings also included the headmaster’s 
house, which seemed to take a large proportion of 
the site, and probably explained why the school 
also had to make use of the church and the church 
hall for additional classrooms! 

 Church Square revealed further examples of 
medieval architecture with later Georgian façades, 
and we also saw a fine example of a Sun Fire 
Insurance plaque dating from the 17th century. 
Walking further along Church Square into Parson’s 
Fee we learnt about Thomas Hickman, a 17th 
century philanthropist, whose bequest was the 
foundation of the Thomas Hickman Charity which 
now owns nearly 50 alms houses in Parson’s Fee 
and Castle Street and has assets of £17 million! 

 We ended our walk at the 
King’s Head in King’s Head 
Passage. Used by the 
Rothschild family as a hotel, it 
was given to the National 
Trust in 1925 and is now run 
as a public house by Chiltern 
Brewery. It incorporates the 
Great Hall, which dates from 
the 1470s, putting it at a 
similar age to Ceely House 
where we started our walk, 
and was built as a guest house 
by the Verney family. The 
front window incorporates a 
stained glass panel with the 
coats of arms of Henry VI and 
his wife, Mary of Anjou. The 
pub provided a welcome end 

to our walk around old Aylesbury and many 
heartfelt thanks were given to our very able guide, 
George, for bringing to life this area of Aylesbury; it 
certainly changed my perception of the town and 
it’s architecture!  

Stewart Pearce  



The Great War and the Hilltop Villages! 

Like me I am sure you have been moved by the stories of courage and sacrifice being told about those who 
served in The Great War. No doubt many rural communities across Britain, interested in how The Great War 
affected those who were connected to their local towns and villages, have been gathering information from a 
wide assortment of resources. I started gathering material about those who were connected with our Hilltop 
Villages last year. It has been striking how many local people were involved. To date I have found information 
on at least 150 servicemen. I believe there are more yet to be identified. The information being gathered 
includes service records and medal awards, their family histories, where in the villages or elsewhere they lived 
both before and, if they returned, after World War I. If they did not return then where did they die and where 
are they buried or commemorated? 

 The theme of these first two articles is to draw attention to those from the Hilltop Villages who fell during 
the war and are commemorated on local memorials or in other places. A short piece follows about regiments 
favoured in Bucks. There is also advice on researching your relatives' records and about campaign medals. 

In subsequent Newsletters the intention is to bring you other aspects of The Great War.

Commemorating Local Heroes  

Soon after the armistice in 1918 each church dedicated a memorial to commemorate those who had fallen. 
These were funded generally through subscriptions from family members and parishioners. 

 Inside St Mary's Hawridge a stone memorial plaque records the names of the four men who died. 
 

 

St. Lawrence's—Cholesbury  

Name Rank and Regiment Date died Where died/commemorated Medals 

Arthur Edward Batchelor Sapper, Royal Engineers 15 Dec 1917 Gallipoli, Turkey B V S-15 

Ultimus George Crawley Pte, Ox & Bucks Light Infantry 20 Sep 1917 Flanders, Belgium B V  

Mark Humphreys Pte, Canadian Infantry 3 Jun 1916 Ypres, Belgium n/k 

William McIlwrick L.Cp, Ox & Bucks Light Infantry 18 Jul 1918 Flanders, Belgium B V 

Frank Robinson Pte, Tank Corps 11 Jun 1918 Matz, France B V S-14r 
 

(Both Ultimus Crawley and Frank Robinson are also commemorated on the Tring War Memorial.) 
 (continued on next page) 

St. Mary's—Hawridge    

Name Rank and Regiment Date died Where died/commemorated Medals 

George Samuel Baldwin Gunner, Royal Field Artillery 23 Apr 1917 Arras, France B V S-15 

Bertie Benning Sgt, Ox & Bucks Light Infantry 16 Aug 1917 Leper, Belgium B V S-15 

Archibald Harry Brackley Sgt, Ox & Bucks Light Infantry 12 Mar 1917 Somme, France B V 

Albert Wright Gunner, Royal Field Artillery   4 Mar 1915 La Chapelle-d'Armentières B V S-14r 
 

Medals Key:- B: British War Medal      V: Victory Medal       S-14: Mons Star      r: Clasp and Roses       S-15: 1914/15 Star 
 

 

 

 

 

Cholesbury St Lawrence Hawridge St Mary's 

     Cholesbury, St Lawrence's Church has a wooden wall memorial with five names. 
 Interestingly, the tributes on both these memorials are identical.  
The wording reads... To the Glory of God and in sacred memory of.... [Names]..... who gave 
their lives for their country in the cause of freedom during the Great War. 1914–18. "Greater 
Love hath no man than this." Erected by the parishioners in grateful remembrance. 
     At St Leonard’s Church which, as today, was also the parish church for Buckland 
Common, there is a stone cross in the graveyard with twelve names. 
The wording reads.... In the Great War for us and for our liberty they died. Remember. 

St Leonard's 



The Great War—Local Heroes!     (continued) 

Commemorated elsewhere  

     Research has so far identified six servicemen, born in these villages and killed in action, who are not 
commemorated locally. One example, Herbert Coleridge Watson, who was born in St Leonards, is the subject of 
an article by Shirley Blomfield elsewhere in this Newsletter. Another is Alfred Edward Dunton, who was born 
and grew up in Buckland Common. In 1913 he married Ethel Clark and was living in George St, Berkhamsted. 
In 1915 he is recorded as a crane driver and was domiciled in Hull, possibly working at the docks. That year he 
volunteered for the East Yorks Territorial Regiment. In October 1917 he was transferred to the Royal Engineers 
as a Sapper. Based initially at Sandwich, Kent he was posted to Calais supervising work on inland waterways. 
He was taken ill with influenza and pneumonia in the autumn of 1918 and was admitted to No.3 Stationary 
Hospital, Rouen where he sadly died a week later on 29th November. Alfred is commemorated on the 
Berkhamsted Town War Memorial. As more information becomes available about those commemorated 
elsewhere we may feature them in later articles. 

Regiments favoured by local men 

     Of the 150 or so whose details have been found, who signed up either before or soon after the outbreak of 
The Great War, it is unsurprising that around 50 of those so far investigated joined the Oxford and 
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. The 'Ox and Bucks' was formed in 1908, though it can trace its origins back to 
the American War of Independence in 1776 and French Revolutionary Wars of 1792. In 1908 it comprised just 
two Regular and two Militia regiments. By 1914 it had raised 18 battalions, including several reserve and 
training units. During the war the forward battalions represented the regiment in France (e.g. Battle of the 
Marne), Belgium (e.g. Battle of Mons, Ypres), Italy (e.g. Montello), Macedonia, Mesopotamia (e.g. Baghdad), 
Austria and Germany (e.g. Cologne). 

     Other regiments favoured by local men were more typical of most rural communities, including the Royal 
Army Service Corps, Royal Engineers and Royal Field Artillery. However there were also some who joined the 
Royal Navy and Marines. We also had at least four locals who served with the fledgling Royal Flying Corps 
(later the RAF). In all there is a very diverse list of other regiments, including at least two local men who joined 
the Canadian Expeditionary Force, one of whom was Mark Humphreys, who was killed in action and is 
included on the Cholesbury Memorial. 

******************************************************************************* 
The Great War—Researching your relatives 

For those interested in discovering information about members of their family who were involved in World 
War One there are an increasing number of sources for records available on the internet with new ones 
springing up as local societies and communities or forces-related organisations launch new databases. At a UK-
wide level the National Archives (www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/first-world-war/) holds the largest source of 
War Office and other government records. A lot of this is accessible online, including medal cards, otherwise 
records can be viewed at their centre at Kew. The Commonwealth War Graves Commission has an excellent 
site (www.cwgc.org). A major drawback to obtaining information about a family member in WW1 is that 
around 70–75% of records (attestation forms etc) were destroyed by fire during WW2. 

(continued on next page) 

St. Leonard's—St Leonards and Buckland Common  

Name Rank and Regiment Date died Where died/commemorated Medals 

Horace Brackley Pte, Royal Army Service Corps 2 Dec 1918 L'Aisne, Belgium V B 

Edward G. Day Pte, Ox & Bucks Light Infantry 1 Nov 1914 Ypres, Belgium V B S-14r 

William Gibbs Pte, Ox & Bucks Light Infantry 26 Oct 1918 Moorseele, Belgium V B 

Frank Gurney Cp. Pr of Wales's Leinster Reg 18 Aug 1916 Somme, France V B 

James Hart Able Seaman, Royal Navy 18 Sep 1917 (North Sea) Chatham, Kent V B S-14 

Frank Matthews Pte, Royal Berkshire Regiment 3 Sep 1918 Pas de Calais, France V B 

Fred Osborn Pte, Ox & Bucks Light Infantry 16 Aug 1917 West-Vlaanderen, Belgium V B S-15 

Arthur Puddephat Pte, Ox & Bucks Light Infantry 30 Sep 1916 Basra, Iraq V B S-15 

William Randall Rifle'n, King's Royal Rifle Corps 10 Jan 1915 Le Touret, France V B S-15 

Alfred T. Saunders Pte, Royal Marine Lt Infantry 22 Aug 1918 Pas de Calais, France V B 

Harold J. Underwood L.Cp, King's Royal Rifle Corps 24 Mar 1918 Pozieres, France V B S-15 

J. William Witney Pte, Ox & Bucks Light Infantry 4 Nov 1916 Baghdad, Iraq V B S-15 

file:///C:/Users/User/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/6XTP2T7Y/www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/first-world-war/
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The Great War—Researching your relatives     (continued) 

     Several of the national databases have been scanned and can be accessed via commercial genealogy websites 
(such as www.ancestry.co.uk and www.findmypast.co.uk). Many regiments and veteran associations hold 
detailed records about service personnel and campaign histories. One site which has useful records is Forces 
War Records (www.forces-war-records.co.uk)  
     For servicemen who were born or grew up with family connections in Bucks there is an excellent website 

Buckinghamshire Remembers (www.buckinghamshireremembers.org.uk), which I found invaluable in 
tracking down local people. It documents both those who died in action and who survived, by pulling together 
information from national records, local newspapers and war memorials. The Bucks Family History Society 
(www.bucksfhs.org.uk) is worth joining if you need help or access to other local records. If you have questions 
about researching your family history, including those connected with WW1, please get in touch. 

******************************************************************************* 
The Great War—Campaign medals 

One interesting feature of the research has been learning about the different medals and the circumstances in 
which they were awarded. During the First World War there were five campaign medals awarded. The 1914 or 
1914/15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. They were colloquially known respectively as 'Pip, 
Squeak and Wilfred'. In addition there was a range of special medals and other awards. 

 

1914 Star or Mons Star—Awarded to those who served in France and Belgium between the 
outbreak of war on 4 August, and 22 November 1914, the end of the First Battle of Ypres. The 
vast majority of recipients had been part of the pre-war expeditionary force (also known as the 
Old Contemptibles) and were involved in the retreat from Mons. Made in 'bright' bronze, the 
design comprises a four-pointed star 'ensigned' by a crown. Intersecting crossed swords are 
overlaid with a wreath, central scroll with AUG 1914 NOV and the Royal Cipher of King 

George V. The reverse is engraved with the recipient's name, rank, unit and number. The 
ribbon comprises red, white and blue 'water-washed' stripes. 

1914/15 Star—Awarded to servicemen ineligible for the 'Mons Star' between August 1914 and 
31 December 1915. This included those who fought outside France and Belgium. It differed 
from the Mons Star in substituting dates on both sides with '1914–15'.  

 

Victory Medal—Awarded to those from the British Empire forces who received either the 1914 
Star, or 1914/15 Star or otherwise the British War Medal. It was also known as the Inter-Allied 
Victory Medal because the design of the medal/ribbon was associated with the international 
agreement at the Inter-Allied Peace Conference at Versailles in 1919 and was adopted by many 
other countries participating in the event. Made of bronze, the obverse side is the winged figure 
of Victory holding a palm branch. On the reverse is the inscription THE GREAT / WAR FOR / 
CIVILISATION / 1914–1919, surrounded by a wreath of laurel leaves. The ribbon, just over 
1.5inches wide, has a ‘double rainbow’ design, with the violet from each rainbow on the outside 
edges moving through to a central red stripe where both rainbows meet. An Oak Leaf was 
worn for those mentioned in despatches. 

 

British War Medal—A 'silver' medal, initially only awarded to those who served in the British 
Empire forces from August 1914 to November 1918 who were in receipt of at least one of the 
other medals. Later its issue was extended to servicemen of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, and 
Dominion and Colonial naval forces (including reserves) who had completed 28 days mobilised 
service and other regular and mobilized personnel who did not see any fighting. Subsequently, 
it was decided to recognise those serving between 1919 and 1920 on mine-clearing duties at sea, 
as well as those who participated in operations in North and South Russia, the eastern Baltic, 
Siberia, the Black Sea, and the Caspian. Over 6.3 million were issued. The design included a 
profile of King George V. On the reverse it shows St. George, naked, on horseback armed with a 
short sword with the horse trampling on a Prussian shield. The ribbon comprises a broad 
orange watered stripe down the centre bordered with white, black and blue ones. 

Other Campaign Medals -  The Territorial Force War Medal, was issued to volunteers not eligible for either of 
the 'Star' medals, who had signed up for overseas service in early 1914. Around 110 thousand were issued. The 
Mercantile Marine War Medal was given to merchant seamen who undertook service in war zones. The reverse 
shows a merchant ship ploughing her way through stormy seas with a sinking enemy submarine. 
 

Chris Brown 
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2014–2015 PROGRAMME  
produced by George Cobby 

FRIDAY, 3 OCTOBER  
8.00pm for 8.15pm 
St Leonards Parish Hall 

LIFE AND DEATH IN A ROMAN VILLA 

Dr Jill Eyers is an author, geologist, archaeologist and Director of Chiltern 
Archaeology. 

FRIDAY, 7 NOVEMBER  
8.00pm for 8.15pm 
St Leonards Parish Hall 

THE LIFE AND LOVES OF WALTER ROTHSCHILD 

Wendy Austin is a LHG member and local historian, and has published extensively 
on Rothschild memorabilia. 

FRIDAY, 5 DECEMBER  
8.00pm for 8.15pm 
St Leonards Parish Hall 

WOODEN BOAT BUILDING IN TRING 

Jeremy Bates builds canal and river boats, and has a particular interest in historic 
boats of the past. 

FRIDAY, 9 JANUARY  
8.00pm for 8.15pm 
St Leonards Parish Hall 

BLUE STOCKINGS 

Jane Robinson is a social historian, specialising in the study of women pioneers in 
various fields. 

FRIDAY, 6 FEBRUARY  
8.00pm for 8.15pm 
St Leonards Parish Hall 

ZEPPELIN RAIDS OF WORLD WAR 1 

Harvey Watson is Chairman, London and South-East Regional Branch, Battlefields 
Trust, a historian and co-author of several books. 

FRIDAY, 6 MARCH  
8.00pm for 8.15pm 
Cholesbury Village Hall 

THE CHANGING FACE OF FARMING IN THE CHILTERNS 

Alison Doggett is co-author of the definitive work 'The Chilterns' and an expert on the 
landscape history of this important region. 

FRIDAY, 3 APRIL  
8.00pm for 8.15pm 
Cholesbury Village Hall 

INFANTRY TRAINING AT HALTON IN WORLD WAR 1 

Francis Handford is Curator of the Trenchard Museum, RAF Halton and the new 
Flight Heritage Centre. 

FRIDAY, 8 MAY 
7.30pm sharp 
Cholesbury Village Hall 

COACHING INNS 

Julian Hunt is an expert lecturer and prolific writer on all things historic in 
Buckinghamshire. 

MEMBERSHIP: ADULTS £10.00 pa.   JUNIORS FREE (those below the minimum school leaving age)  
 VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME: £4.00 PER MEETING 

Coffee, Tea and Biscuits are served and a collection is taken 

 Local History Group Committee 

Chairman & Editor:  Mr Chris Brown, Rays Hill Farm, Rays Hill, Braziers End, HP5 2UJ 01494  758890 
Dep. Chair / Librarian:  Mrs Paddy Thomas, Cherry Orchards, Cholesbury Common, HP23 6ND 01494  758460 
Treasurer:  Mr Richard Leat, Leyland Barn, Bottom Road, St Leonards, HP23 6LJ 01494  758784 
Archivist:  Mrs Shirley Blomfield, Chambers Green Farm, St Leonards, HP23 6NP 01494  758314 
Programme Secretary: 
Committee Member: 

 Mr George Cobby, 188 Amersham Way, Little Chalfont, HP6 6SF 
Mrs Diana Amies, 6 Castle Court, Castle St, Aylesbury, HP20 2RD 

01494  762954 
01296  486847 

 

localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com         Information                                 www.cholesbury.com  

If you would like to receive periodic updates and reminders of forthcoming LHG meetings and other events, please 
contact us on the email address above left, or include your email address on your Membership Renewal Form. You 
can also find local history articles and copies of past Newsletters on the LHG website above right. 

 The Volunteers who Help at Meetings  
The volunteers who help set up the Halls and then put away the chairs at the end, the ones who serve the teas and 
the ones who wash up are a vital part of our monthly meetings. Thank you all very much for your help. Of course 
you will be needed just as much this season. If you can help at the first meeting in October, please let me know. 

Paddy Thomas (01494 758460) 
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