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Chairman’s Introduction

A

s Spring turns to Summer each year the task of producing the next Newsletter looms large. So, as always, I
am most grateful to all contributors to this year’s Newsletter for providing a wide range of interesting articles.
I am sure you will enjoy reading them as well as learning about our local history and how it was impacted on by
people and events in the wider world. There is also a tribute to our dear friend George Cobby.
Tuesday, 3rd September this year marks the 80th Anniversary of the United Kingdom, France, Australia and
New Zealand declaring war on Germany. It is very appropriate, therefore, that this Newsletter makes reference
to the impact of the War locally on people and places.
To make our events run smoothly the Committee would really appreciate the support of Members to help out
behind the scenes. I encourage Members to respond to such requests.
On the final page of this Newsletter you will find this season’s talks. I hope you’ll find the wide variety of
talks of interest, and that you will be encouraged out on Friday evenings to support the Local History Group. Do
entice your friends to come along, and maybe become members. I look forward to seeing you all at our meetings.

Chris Brown

Update on the Beacons of the Past Project

T

The Chilterns Conservation Board kindly gave
his is the second update for the Beacons of the
the LHG permission to reproduce the superimposed
Past project being run by the Chilterns
LiDAR images below of Cholesbury Camp, The
Conservation Board. The project’s aims include the
right-hand, black and white image, is the basic ‘bareinvestigation and conservation of the Chilterns' Iron
earth’ mode, useful for identifying new
Age hillforts, and prehistoric chalk landscapes
archaeological sites. Meanwhile, the left-hand image
associated with them. Since the update last year the
has been colour-enhanced using, ‘multi-directional
hillfort project’s archaeologists, Dr Wendy Morrison
hill-shade imagery’ to highlight
and Dr Ed Peveler, launched a
the slopes of the earthworks.
LiDAR topographic survey of
The professional publishing
the whole Chilterns. At 1400sq
software
used
for
this
km it is the largest area of the
Newsletter has surpassed my
UK surveyed in one exercise.
expectations to accurately
The LiDAR system used the
reproduce the colour image,
highest spec laser equipment
that has been deployed to map a
highlighting the 3D perspective.
UK landscape. This survey took
Studying such images in detail
place over the winter. With
will hopefully reveal some
clearer skies and bare trees it is
interesting new marks worth
the best time of year to survey
further investigation.
from the air.
Of further local interest will
The monumental task of
be a geophysical survey of
analysing
the
data
and
Cholesbury Camp next year,
presenting it in a format that Composite LiDAR image of Cholesbury Camp which might reveal even more
can begin to be interpreted has Image Copyright Chilterns Conservation Board about the, so far, hidden
just been completed.
archaeology beneath the surface
All this information has now gone live on a new
of the hillfort. Finally the Local History Group will
website portal and can be viewed by anyone
participate in the design of new interpretation boards
interested at:- chilternsbeacons.org/wp/ .
planned for installation in the next twelve months.

Chris Brown
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A Tribute to Our Dear Friend George Cobby 1926 – 2019

I

t was with immense sadness that we heard of our
dear friend, George Cobby’s, death, on 16th
February this year. As a most enthusiastic and very
knowledgeable amateur historian he contributed
immensely to the success and enrichment of the Local
History Group.
George was born in 1926, within the sound of Bow
Bells, on one of the Peabody Estates in Stepney. So
in the true sense of the word he was a Cockney, but
in all other respects you would be hard pushed to
detect his east London origins
It is not difficult to see how George’s interest in
history developed. As a teenager he lived through the
London Blitz, recalling vividly the times that local
streets were reduced to rubble. One lunchtime, a few
weeks before the end of the war, the last V2 bomb
landed in the grounds of his school, and he
remembered the noise of the blast and the bits of
plaster that landed in his pudding bowl. George’s
history interests were wide-ranging. Despite his
wartime experiences at the hands of the Luftwaffe, or
maybe because of them, George was never shy at
committee meetings in promoting possible talks on
such topics as the German Zeppelin or their bombing
raids over London. Growing up riding on trams and
trolley buses gave him an interest in the history of
transport. He much admired General de Gaulle and
his leadership qualities. Mozart’s life and music was
also a favourite topic for historical study.
George studied French at university which
launched his life-long career in education. First as a
French teacher, initially at Highbury School, a London
Secondary Modern, where he also met his wife, Pat.
Later he taught in further education colleges before
returning to the secondary sector at Chesham schools,
Lowndes and Cestreham, as they were then called.
After a spell living in north London, where their
two daughters, Jo and Kate, were born, George and
Pat moved in 1971 to Dundridge Cottage in St
Leonards. They soon got involved in village life,
including joining the History Group. In 1980 he had
stepped in as Treasurer and then in 1986 became our
much-loved Programme Secretary, a role that kept him
busy until he left Buckinghamshire. By this time he
had served on the committee for 36 years. Introducing
the very first Newsletter in 1997, our then Chairman,
Evelyn Money, wrote that its launch was ‘due to the
initiative of David Ridgwell aided by George Cobby’.
Each year from then on he would write notes on the
speakers and usually provided a lively article as well.
From time to time he would give a talk on one of his
pet historical topics.

George was an active member of the Richard III
society, believing that the King’s dark reputation was
manufactured by the Tudors, decades before the
discovery was made in that car park in Leicester.
It was because of
his association with
this society that he
was able to book his
most
famous
speaker. In April
1992 Dr David
Starkey, well known
historian, came to
give a talk on ‘Henry
VIII The Great’. It
was a proud and
much
cherished
occasion for George.
George’s wife
Pat sadly passed
away in 1997.
Although George
moved to Little
Chalfont in 2000 he George beside Richard III’s statue
continued to be as in Leicester Cathedral Gardens
actively involved with History Group as he had always
been and continued to enjoy his days out in London.
He joined the Berkhamsted Probus Club, and soon
after volunteered to manage their speaker programme.
George had a lifelong passion for classical music. He
had the ability to identify almost any recording, even
down to the orchestra and conductor and he very much
enjoyed his involvement in a local Music Society.
George started taking more holidays in his
seventies and eighties, enjoying trips around many
parts of Europe, including his beloved France. To
celebrate his 90th birthday, his daughters took him for
a memorable weekend in Paris, a trip that he talked
about for a long time after.
When he stopped driving, committee meetings
moved to George’s. The evenings would end
pleasantly when he served us tea and cake. Then, as
was nearly always the case with George, he would
have a story or a vital piece of historical fact to tell us.
At the grand age of 89, George decided to move
to Lime Tree Village in Dunchurch, near Rugby, to
be closer to his family. When he left, his great
contribution to the Local History Group was marked
with a presentation and honorary life membership. He
continued to be interested in our activities, and
contributed to this Newsletter.
For a fuller account of George’s life there is a longer
article in the June/ July 2019 edition of Hilltop News.

Paddy Thomas
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2018 Summer Outing to John Lewis Partnership Heritage Centre

T

Grove Farm had been in use in the 1940s as a craft
pottery and after WW2 employed men who were
exempt or discharged from the Army on medical
grounds. The pottery was reasonably successful in the
early years of the 1950s until the untimely death of
the pottery founder John Bew in 1954. The building
then stayed as a “time capsule” until put to its new use
in 2012.
Our LHG member Michael Franklin, whose
architectural firm advised on the design and
restoration of the buildings, gave details of the special
precautions incorporated into the Centre’s design to
prevent any damage to the business and fabric
collections housed at the Heritage Centre. The various
collections are stored in a purpose-built building that
is raised on stilts, waterproof and heavily insulated so
the environmental conditions can be maintained at the
optimum settings.
Apart from the JLP business archives, the other
major collection at the Heritage Centre is the
Cummersdale Design Collection. This consists of
25,000 designs which provide a unique resource
reflecting the changing trends in textile design, from
the floral works associated with the Bannister Hall
collection to the geometric designs of the later 20th
century, created by some of the leading designers in
this field. The exhibition room displays the artwork
of many of the 19th and 20th century textiles printed
at the Stead McAlpin factory near Carlisle, with
designs housed in a purpose-built gallery. Stead
McAlpin was acquired by the Partnership in 1965 as
a base for the production of its own designs created
by Cavendish Textiles, and also as a commission
printer for external contracts. The factory remained
part of the Partnership until September 2007.
The textile viewing gallery contains over 4000 of
the
archive’s
designs in both
paper and fabric
format,
with
gems
from
famous designers
such as Lucienne
Day,
Charles
Voysey
and
William Morris.
This collection is
still used by the Textiles gallery at Heritage Centre
Partnership’s fabric designers as inspiration for “new”
fabrics and materials. In addition to the fabrics, the
gallery also displays artefacts used in the handprinting and manufacture of the various products sold
by John Lewis.

he outing in September by the Local History
Group to the John Lewis Partnership Heritage
Centre at Cookham was arranged when the talk on
the History of John Lewis had to be cancelled in
February due to bad weather. The Heritage Centre is
home to the Partnership’s business archive and the
textile archive of Stead McAlpin, a fabric printing
factory in Carlisle that was once owned by the
Partnership.
The day started with a presentation by the
Centre’s manager, Judy Faraday, where she covered
the history of John
Lewis.
The
company
was
founded by Mr
John Lewis (18361928) who started
his working life as
an
apprentice
draper and in 1864
opened his first
drapery shop at 132
Oxford Street.
In 1910, John John Lewis’ first shop in Oxford
bought a controlling share in Peter Jones, whose store
was in Sloane Square, and for many years ran both
stores as one business with the help of his two sons.
The eldest son, John Spedan Lewis, while working
with his father in the 1920s, had tried to adopt
working practices that gave the employees more
control over the company, but his father was not in
favour of such radical ideas. In 1928, after the death
of his father, Spedan took over the running of the
shops and finally had the ability to implement his
“staff-friendly” principles. One of his first actions
was to transfer the ownership of the company into a
trust and any profits would be distributed to the
employees – a philosophy that still applies today in
the John Lewis Partnership.
In the following decades, the company acquired
more department stores throughout the UK and also
bought into the grocery business when it acquired the
company founded by Waite, Rose and Taylor. Later
this became known as Waitrose, one of the other
major subsidiaries of the John Lewis Partnership.
Over the years, the Trust acquired several
properties that could be used by the employees to
have what is now known as a better “work-life”
balance. One such property bought in the 1920s was
the Odney Club at Cookham of which Grove Farm
was part of the original estate. The 17th century Grove
Farm was chosen in 2012 to become the home of the
Heritage Centre although an island in the Thames
flood plain might not have been an obvious location.

Brian Horridge
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Librarian’s Report

T

in the Amersham area and interested in both family
and local history. Shardeloes, though no longer the
family home, is still a familiar landmark in Amersham.
In 1874, the famous gardener, Humphrey Repton,
produced a plan for the gardens in his Red Book for
Shardeloes. Barney’s cousin in Hampshire has
inherited the original and he gave permission for a full
digital image to be made. With help on the day from
a member of Buckinghamshire Gardens Trust, Barney

wo books given to the History Group Library this
year have been particularly welcome as they are
the work of our own Members, Katharine Dallas and
Barney Tyrwhitt-Drake.
In ‘On the Ramparts of India’, Katharine Dallas
has compiled a collection of letters sent home during
the First World War. The letters were written to their
mother, Sarah, by three of her sons, George, Alf and
Dennis Matthews. George Matthews later became
Katharine’s father-in-law and she writes that she
transcribed them so that her family could get to know
the characters of some of their relatives from the past.
The Matthews are a very well-known local family
so there are many references to this area and the people
in it. Letters and postcards were the way that families
kept in touch then and the men wanted to know what
was happening at home as well as describing what was
happening to them. The letters are simple and
straightforward and give a real ‘down to earth’ look
into what day to
day life was
really like for
these young men
who went off to
war. The book
has plenty of
interesting
photographs and
anecdotes
particularly in
George’s letters.
He was posted to
India and his
letters are full of
new sights and
experiences.
The title of the book is from a story he wrote and
sent home. George Matthews volunteered with the
Cyclist Battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment in
May 1915. They joined three other Cyclist Battalions
and some were sent to France and the rest to India.
George survived the war. Alf Matthews also survived
the war. He was a Private in the Army Service Corps
enrolling in 1916. Dennis Matthews was first a Private
in the Oxfordshire and Bucks Light Infantry and then
became a Corporal in the Tank Corps. He was injured
in the Battle of Amiens in August 1918 and sadly died
the next day. He is buried at the cemetery at VillierBretonneux.
If you were at the April monthly meeting, you may
well recall Barney Tyrwhitt-Drake’s excellent talk
‘The Drake Family of Amersham, 40 years of history’.
He is the last male line member of the Drake Family

Repton’s illustration for a souterrein or
underground gallery which was never built

made the facsimile. It has been beautifully produced
in colour. Each page has Barney’s transcription of
Repton’s handwritten words with many additional
notes and comments. The Local History Group is very
privileged to be given this publication. It was privately
printed and intended only for family members and
others interested in Buckinghamshire’s local history,
such as, the Buckinghamshire Gardens Trust and the
Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies.

Repton’s proposal for the view towards Amersham
from the entrance to Shardeloes House

If you borrow ‘Reptons Red Book’ you should also
borrow this year’s edition of ‘Records of
Buckinghamshire’. In it is Sarah Rutherford’s report
of the research by Buckinghamshire Gardens Trust
into all the works planned and executed by Humphrey
Repton in the county. This was prompted by the 200th
Anniversary of Repton’s death in 2018.
continued on page 6
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Archivist’s Report

T

buried in Premont Communal Cemetery. In June 1916
Alice had lost her brother, Mark, who was serving
with the Canadian Army in Belgium. His name is on
a headstone in Cholesbury Churchyard alongside that
of their Mother, Mary Ann Humphreys, who died on
November 5th 1918, just 5 weeks before Horace. Such
sorrow for Alice to have to cope with.
At the Church Room event we met a descendant
of another serviceman from the parish who lost his
life in World War One. This was submariner James
Hart, who was born in the Rose and Crown Cottages
at Buckland Common. He joined the Royal Navy in
1908 and served on HMS Hebe with his brother,
William, before becoming a submariner on board HM
Submarine G9, where he was lost to friendly fire on
16th September 1917. There was only one survivor,
Stoker William Drake. James Hart is extreme left. We
have been donated this photograph and other
information about James by William’s grandson. He

he past year has seen further additions to our
collection, notably a donation of documents and
photographs from a descendant of the Humphreys
family who lived at Post Office Cottages in
Cholesbury and from where they ran the Post Office.
Included in the donation is a set of Post Office scales.

The scales date from about 1900 and have been passed
down in the family of the donor and are understood to
have been in Cholesbury Post Office where they were
used for calculating postage rates for letters.
Last year saw the 100th Anniversary of the ending
of World War One. Among the same donation we have
been given much information relating to Alice
Humphreys and Horace Brackley, who was from
Chivery. The moving story of their brief marriage
formed a major part of the exhibition which we put on
in the Church Room at St Leonards in November 2018
when the ending of the war was commemorated with
a number of events throughout the parish.

The crew of HM Submarine G9. William Drake is on the
extreme right and James Hart is on the extreme left.

has also kindly provided the opportunity to practise
using our new recording device to hear memories of
his grandfather and life locally.
Towards the end of 2018 I met with a visitor from
New Zealand who is descended from the marriage of
Simeon Sills and Julia Jeston (daughter of Reverend
Jeston). Simeon and Julia married in 1862 and
emigrated to New Zealand. An exchange of
information and photographs has resulted.
We have been very pleased to learn of, and see,
the trophy cup from the Bowls Club at The Full Moon
public house at Cholesbury, which has been passed
down in a local family. The trophy is inscribed “The
H. W. Hearne Memorial Challenge Cup presented to
The Full Moon Bowls Club by Mrs. Hearne 1934 ”.
It is hallmarked and inscribed with dates from 1934
to 1968 and surnames (some familiar - Hearne, Pearce,
Brown, Dell, Dunton, Tomlin; others not Heistercamp, Talbot, Cowen, Blunt, Fenn).

Horace Brackley and Alice Brackley née Humphreys

Horace came back from France on September 24th
1918 and he and Alice were married at Cholesbury
two days later, on September 26th. Horace returned to
France where, on 2nd December aged 26, he died from
influenza, as did so many more servicemen. He is

continued on next page

5

Archivist’s Report

continued from page 5

The Bowls Club trophy records there was ‘No
Play’ in 1938 and there is a break from 1940 to 1949,
the war years and after. It was made by Barker
Brothers Silver Limited of Birmingham, in an Art
Deco style. Mr King’s 1968 Research on Public
Houses records Harry W. Hearne as licensee from
1929-1933, and Mrs E. G. Hearne (together with Mrs
E. G. Brown) as licensees from 1933-1937, followed
by Harry Hearne 1937-1947 and Mrs Elizabeth Hearne
1947-1956, a family connection of 27 years.
We have references to the Bowls Club in the
archives, including a cutting from the Bucks Examiner
in November 1950 “A Bowls Revival”, the first
post-war supper following the “re-opening of the
green after a period of over ten years”. In 1953 the
club provided entertainment at the Coronation
celebrations.
We do know that bowls was being played at The
Full Moon many years before the presentation of the
trophy in 1934. In 1913 the author Gilbert Cannan,
while living at The Mill House in Cholesbury, is
recorded as joining the local cricket club and
occasionally playing bowls at The Full Moon and in
1914 he wrote that he and Lytton Strachey had “played
bowls at the pub”.

Shirley Blomfield

Librarian’s Report

continued from page 4

When the new ‘Records of Buckinghamshire’
arrives we always look first for articles about our part
of the county. This time the nearest we found was ‘The
Effect of The War of the Roses on Chesham’.
‘The Rothschilds and Tring’ by Tim Amsden is a
small, well-illustrated, booklet purchased for the
Library this year. It fulfils exactly the author’s
description of it as a
concise explanation of the
Rothschild connection
with Tring over six
generations. Tim will be
giving a talk with the
same title at our March
2020 meeting.
Both World Wars are still
very much in the public’s
mind following last year’s
100th anniversary and with
the 70th Anniversary of
VE day in 1945 coming
next May. The last three
books all add a little more information and background
to both wars. ’Buckinghamshire and The Great War’
was part of a project by the Centre for

Buckinghamshire Studies. ‘The Women’s Land Army’
and ‘A Land Girl’s War’ are not strictly local but their
stories must be very similar to those of the many Land
Girls in both wars who worked on farms in our area.
Members can borrow these or any other books
from the LHG Library. I will bring a small choice of
books to the monthly meetings. If it’s possible they
will have some connection to the speaker’s topic. We
hope that you will look at them and then borrow one
that interests you. You can also order one by looking
at the Library List. The List with any new additions is
emailed to all members during the season and I will
bring a copy along each month. If you are a new
Member or have lost the latest edition of the Library
List, I can email a List to you or provide a hard copy.
If you find a book on the List that you would like to
borrow, please let me know and I can bring it next
time, or arrange for you to collect it. My contact details
can be found on page 12 of this Newsletter.

Paddy Thomas
Newsletter Archive 1999 - The Parish Map
Twenty years ago this month Evelyn Money, our then
Chairman, congratulated those Members who had worked
so devotedly in the team that produced the ‘Parish Map’.
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Recycling History – A Visit to AG Evans Yard

T

he opportunity arose for a guided tour of the metal
recycling and waste management business tucked
in the beech woods between Tring Grange Farm and
Lodge Farm by one of the owners, Gary Gardner
whose mother was an Evans. The visit was organised
by Wigginton History Group. Locals and neighbours
prompted many memories and lively discussion about
the past. We heard about the variety of historic metal
artefacts that have been collected there and,
poignantly, about changes in recycling policy.
The firm came to this site in 1939 as a result of
Arthur George Evans extending the family business
interests in the local garage, agricultural machinery,
blacksmiths and building. The land was surely
previously part of the Champneys estate and there are
remains in the beech woods of what appear to be a
kitchen garden. Beyond this is Beech Park which in
the 1930s was known as ‘Happy Days’.
Arthur’s father John had run the Black Horse in
The Vale from 1911 to 1925. Arthur’s wife Nellie (née
Lake) ran a couple of shops in Wigginton, including
the Post Office which doubled as a drapers. When
there was a fire at Arthur’s garage in Wigginton, the
couple moved to a newly built bungalow by the
entrance to the yard, built with local bricks, and then
they focused business interests on the yard.

on the eighteen acres the Evans’ had purchased,
which quickly attracted the American Air Force from
Bloomington for a storage facility over two acres,
and also the USAF brought surplus food from

An old steam engine awaits its inevitable fate

Cheddington to bury in extensive pits. We are told
that a large chimney was demolished by the War
Ministry on the site as it was a potential landmark for
enemy bombers. In the early days of the yard the
building where the office is now situated had turkeys
upstairs and pigs downstairs.
The nature of metal recycling has changed
significantly in recent years. Currently sixty to
seventy cars are recycled each week. Egypt is no
longer wanting to import but rather to export metal,
China is no longer accepting copper products but
only granulated copper, Turkey is now a big importer
of heavy steel. Catalytic converters are eagerly
sought for their constituent metals in Korea. After
the yard has separated metals as far as possible they
are usually driven to Hitchin or Willesden for further
processing. Steel may well go straight to the
Avonmouth docks. In the early days of the yard there
were far fewer scrapyards in the area, to begin with
Evans’ was taking most of the metal from Watford.
Now many other yards have been developed and so
the customer base has changed. Now rather than
having bidders for existing stock the way of the world
is forward selling.
Many thanks to Gary Gardner and members of
the visiting group for an unexpected insight into our
local history. Further historic pictures of the yard can
be seen at:- agevansltd.co.uk/gallery-history/ .

Large boiler arrives at the Evans’ yard for scrapping

Across the Chesham Road were clay pits apparently
dug in readiness for bricks for a planned Council
housing estate, which was then cancelled when the
War came. This was on land owned by the Honour
family of Tring Grange Farm, and who were
proprietors of a large builders merchants company
based in Tring, and previously suppliers of materials
to the Rothschilds. Larger clay pits were to be found

Richard Bysouth

Learn more about the Local History of the Hilltop Villages and Hamlets
If you want to learn more about the villages of Buckland Common, Cholesbury, Hawridge and St Leonards an
excellent read is the Hilltop Villages of the Chilterns. This book is out of print, however, the History Group has
acquired some secondhand copies in nearly new condition. These can be purchased at a reduced price. They will
be available at meetings, or you can contact Chris Brown via the contact number / email on page 12.
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The Drakes of Amersham, 400 Years of Local History
This article is a reprise of the excellent talk given by Barney Tyrwhitt-Drake at our April 2019 meeting

I

was born and raised mostly in the North of England,
so it was something of a surprise when in the
mid-1970s I found myself living and working near
Amersham, a town with strong links to my father’s
family. In this article, I shall focus on 7 members of
the Drake family who have had an impact on local and
national history and whose legacy can still be seen on
the local landscape.
We begin in 1588 when Sir Francis Drake, our
naval hero from Devon, (but not a known blood
relation of my ancestors the Drakes of Ashe in East
Devon) took advantage of Spanish naval
incompetency and his fearsome reputation, to accept
the surrender of Spanish vice-admiral, Don Pedro de
Valdes. Sir Francis needed to continue his pursuit of
the Armada up the English Channel, but at the same
time he wanted to hold the senior Spanish officers as
prisoners until they could be ransomed. He turned to
his ‘cousin’, Richard Drake of Ashe, who agreed to
guard Sir Francis’s prisoners in return for a monthly
retainer.
Richard Drake of Ashe, (1535-1603), made good
in London at and
around the court of
Queen Elizabeth I.
Although referred to
in
contemporary
documents as Sir
Francis
Drake’s
cousin, in the 16th
century the term
cousin could mean
both friend and
namesake as well as
blood relative. The
two men would have
known each other as
fellow Devonians at
the court of Elizabeth I. He ended up as an equerry at
the court of Elizabeth I and took a lease on the manor
of Walton-upon-Thames, living in Bishop
Wayneflete’s tower in modern Esher. It was here that
he guarded his prisoners until they were eventually
ransomed.
Through his court connections Richard Drake
married well to Ursula Stafford, one of the great
granddaughters of Margaret Pole, Countess of
Warwick, who was executed by a paranoid Henry VIII

in 1541 for the twin ‘crimes’ of remaining a Roman
Catholic and having been born a Plantagenet. Richard
and Ursula had an only child, Francis Drake (15801633), who was given that name in the hope that he
would benefit from the will of his godfather, Sir
Francis Drake, the naval hero or pirate, depending on
whether you are British or Spanish. This hope was
fulfilled as Francis did indeed inherit the Manor of
Yarcombe in Devon when Sir Francis Drake died in
1595.
Francis Drake held a position at court in the reign
of James I and was responsible for establishing the
Drake family link to Amersham. In 1603 he married
Joan, who was the eldest daughter and heiress of
another Devonian, William Tothill. William was a
lawyer who ended up as one of the 6 clerks in
Chancery and was the man who purchased the Manor
of Shardeloes from the Duke of Bedford.
Francis and Joan’s eldest son was Sir William
Drake (1606-1669), a lawyer, parliamentarian and
scholar. He was created a Baronet in 1641 by crossing
the King’s hand with silver. Sir William was in need
of a careful balance between his personal interests and
those of the electors of Amersham who returned him
to Parliament. It could not all be take and an example
of something Sir William gave back to Amersham still
stands in the High Street of Old Amersham. He gave
the money for the construction of 6 almshouses which
are still in use today.
Sir William Drake was primarily a scholar and an
aesthete. He duped Parliament into letting him visit
The Netherlands during the Civil War, and then
promptly travelled and studied in Italy. His
commonplace books reveal the mental torment he
went through deciding whether or not to get married.
In the end, he decided that he could not find a woman
who would share his intellectual interests, so he
remained a bachelor. At his death, he left his lands and
fortunes to his namesake and nephew, Sir William
Drake (1651-1690). This William Drake inherited the
family skill of marrying an heiress, when he married
Elizabeth Montague, heiress to Sir William Montague,
then the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Elizabeth and
William curried favour with the electors of Amersham
by paying for the construction of the iconic Market
Hall in Old Amersham, on which a 1682 plaque still
carries their initials.
continued on next page

Founder’s Prize 2019
The Founder’s Prize is awarded in memory of General Money, one of the Local History Group’s founding
members. At the 2019 AGM Members endorsed the Committee’s recommendation to award this year’s prize to
Richard Leat, LHG’s Treasurer since 2011. We look forward to finding out his choice of book.
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The Drakes of Amersham, 400 Years of Local History
The Drake family by now were well established
as Lords of the Manor in Amersham and de facto
hereditary MPs for what was then a rotten borough.
The next family member to leave his mark on the
local landscape was Sir William’s grandson,
Montague Garrard Drake (1692-1728).
Montague was a
right-wing, Jacobitesupporting member of
the embryonic Tory
party. His portrait still
survives in the family
collection and shows
him to have been
probably overly fond of
his food and drink.
According
to
his
memorial in St Mary’s
Church in Amersham,
Montague Gerrard Drake
he died of gout on a
visit to take the waters in Bath. As both a magistrate
and an MP, Montague decided to throw his weight
about a bit. The quarter session records in Aylesbury
show that he successfully persuaded his fellow
magistrates to allow him to divert the turnpike road
(today’s A413 trunk road) from the South side of the
River Misbourne to the North side of the valley, where
it still runs to this day. You can still walk along the
old road from Little Missenden to Amersham today,
and it is easy to daydream that a coach and four has
just nearly run you over as you do so.

continued from previous page

to this day. The portico and much interior decoration
was done by Robert Adam. Where did William Drake
find the money to do this? He married an heiress of
course, and used her father’s money to pay the bills.
His father-in-law, John Raworth, was a Director of the
South Sea Company, who made sure that he got his
money out before the South Sea Bubble burst. So, the
Shardeloes we know today was built with ‘funny
money’.
William Drake fathered 4 sons who all married
and left many descendants, of whom I happen to be
one from a junior branch. His eldest son, William
Drake junior predeceased him by one year so the
Drake estates devolved to his second son who ended
his life as the triple-barrelled Thomas Drake Tyrwhitt
Drake (1749-1810), after inheriting the Tyrwhitt land
and fortunes as well as the Drake ones.
Thomas Drake Tyrwhitt Drake carried on the
family tradition of marrying an heiress and together
they produced 14 children between 1783 and 1807.
Their second son, Lt-Col William Tyrwhitt Drake,
(1785-1848), is the last family member to be described
herein.
As
a
younger son who
was not going to
inherit
the
Amersham estates,
William followed
the norm for such
sons
and
was
commissioned into
the Royal Horse
Guards. He served
with the Duke of
Wellington
throughout
the
Peninsular War and
Lt-Col William Tyrwhitt Drake
was active on the
field of battle at Waterloo in 1815. As his great-greatgrandson I inherited his mother’s prayer book and the
horse blanket he used at Waterloo, which is now in
the National Army Museum. Together with his elder
brother, William was one of the two MPs for
Amersham until the ‘pocket borough’ was abolished
in the Reform Act of 1831. William took on the
responsibility of the Chairmanship of the Amersham
Union Board of Guardians after the passage of the
1834 Poor Law. In that capacity, he gave land to the
Board and commissioned George Gilbert Scott to
design and build the Union workhouse, finished in
1838. This building changed from workhouse into
Amersham Hospital, and is now back in private hands
as a range of apartments, as indeed is Shardeloes itself.

William Drake on the Grand Tour

Montague may have died young but at least he
reproduced before doing so. His heir was William
Drake (1724-1796) who inherited all his father’s land
and wealth at the age of 4 and was raised in the old
manor house of Shardeloes. William decided to
demolish the old house and commissioned local
architect, Stiff Leadbetter, to design and build the
imposing house that overlooks the Misbourne valley

Barney Tyrwhitt-Drake
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The Baldwin’s Wood Aircraft Crash in 1942

E

and finally Gilbert Quartermain, a surveyor, and
Harold Dodds, a Civil Servant, both attached to the
Air Ministry.
Sadly, all twelve on board the plane were killed.
Ten died at the scene and the other two, who were
taken to the Princess Mary's Hospital RAF Halton,
died the following day.
Despite this tragic event occurring almost 80 years
ago it is quite remarkable how much background
information about the crash is available today. The
archive at RAF Northolt holds original records for
aircraft incidents at home and abroad stretching back
to the birth of the RAF in 1918. Coincidentally, RAF
Halton, where two casualties were taken, had played
a crucial role in the founding of the RAF.
Though the full Court of Inquiry report was not
retained, luckily a summary of the findings, from the
Inquiry and the engineering investigation, carried out
at the scene and when the wreckage was recovered, is
still available to review. Both investigations concurred
that the cause of the accident was ‘pilot error’. The
inquiries concluded that at 15.48hrs on 30 October
1942, on encountering poor visibility, the pilot of the
Lockheed Hudson “committed an error in judgement
by descending through cloud to 300ft”. Despite this,
visibility remained poor and with the steeply rising
ground close to the Chilterns scarp the many
obstructions remained obscured and the result was that
the plane “....flew into a mist enshrouded wood”.

very year the Local History Group receives
inquiries from home and abroad from those
researching an ancestor or an historic event connected
to their family. A little while ago I was contacted by
someone seeking information about an aircraft
accident during WW2. This aircraft was ferrying their
relative, Squadron Leader John Day, from Northern
Ireland back to London. The accident took place in
1942 when a Lockheed Hudson crashed into Baldwins
Wood, at the far end of Taylors Lane, St Leonards.

Lockheed Hudsons were ‘on loan’ to the RAF, as
at this time it was prior to America entering the Second
World War. To overcome these political sensitivities,
a cunning plan was developed whereby aircraft were
towed across the US / Canadian border, then
dismantled, and shipped to Liverpool, reassembled
and flown to RAF bases. Early in 1939-40 they were
used by the RAF in bombing raids on France and
Germany. By 1942, this aircraft had been superseded
by heavy bombers and many were re-assigned to the
RAF’s 24 Ferry Command Squadron to transport
equipment, and to ferry military personnel, in
particular VIPs.
On the afternoon of Friday 30th October 1942, this
Lockheed Hudson Mk3 aircraft was en route from
Belfast to RAF Hendon. It was flown by a crew of
three: Pilot Raymond Cook, who was also the Personal
Pilot to Sir Archibald Sinclair, Minister for Air;
Navigator John Morbin; and Observer Arthur Hudd.
The crew were ferrying nine passengers, comprising
military officers and civilian personnel. The
passengers included: Squadron Leader John Forbes
Andre Day, who was a WW1 veteran flyer and at the
time of the crash was attached to the Air Ministry;
Flight Lieutenant Philip Davis, serving in the RAF;
Brigadier Donald Middleton, a Surgeon with the Royal
Army Medical Corps; Frank Ramsey and David Tees,
both Lieutenant Commanders in the Royal Navy;
Dr Eric Styles and Charles Lumby, organic chemists;

A Lockheed Hudson Mk3 in RAF WW2 livery

For those living in St Leonards this was one of
several incidents of this kind that occurred during the
War. The sound of the crash drew villagers working
nearby to the site. In the early 2000s, Michael Dady,
who had been 5 at the time of the crash, recalled being
told by his father that with a fellow worker he arrived
at the crash site, guided by exploding ammunition, and
found a gruesome sight. They managed to pull two
persons alive from the wreckage. Unfortunately they
died before medical assistance arrived.”
continued on next page
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The Baldwin’s Wood Aircraft Crash of 1942
Michael Dady also provided a personal account
from a few days later, when he recalled seeing “ .....an
International TD6 crawler tractor trying to get this
very large object into the air to allow an RAF trailer
to back under. They had a wire hawser over this oak
tree and the TD6 was struggling to elevate it. Mum
and I were put in a safe place and Dad went over to
help. I laugh when I recall seeing him swinging from
the hawser, all 12 stone of him, trying to give a little
extra lift. Suddenly there was an almighty crack and
all further attempts were abandoned as the trunk of the
tree had split. I learned later that the 'big object' was
a bomb door from the aircraft.”
Over the passage of time since the crash, a number
of variations to the account of what transpired in 1942
have emerged. These inconsistencies can be accounted
for as several aircraft crashed in the local area during
the War. Understandably, recollections of each of
these traumatic events may have become conflated.
The conflicting accounts included rumours that those
on board were VIPs requiring the incident to be kept
a secret, or that the casualties were nurses, or that some
of those onboard had been seen to parachute out just
before the plane crashed. The official records of the
crash, recently obtained from the RAF, confirm none
of these circumstances were part of the events of that
day in October 1942. It might therefore be interesting
to investigate further the other nearby accidents to
establish what actually occurred and who were the
personnel involved in these crashes.

continued from previous page

The Split or Blasted Oak on Taylors Lane

One related event which has been associated with
the accident and its aftermath is the loud crack heard
when the crash wreckage was being salvaged. This
noise has been associated with the massive split in the
trunk of the oak tree in Taylors Lane. As described
above, a hawser was slung over a limb of the tree to
winch a particularly heavy section of fuselage onto a
recovery vehicle.
A lightning strike reported from the 1970s has also
been credited with causing, or worsening the split. By
this time the label ‘Split Oak’ was already wellestablished. The trunk-wide gash became
progressively worse by the 1980s and subsequently
led to a heavy-duty brace and bolts being affixed to
the tree to arrest any further damage.
Associations between oak trees and bolts of
lightning can be traced back to Virgil’s writings in
ancient Rome, and across Europe a mythology
developed that ‘blasted oaks’ were a symbol of divine
wrath. Such themes were taken up in sketches by JMW
Turner, and in poetry by Walter Scott. Reference to
the Taylor’s Lane oak as the ‘Blasted Oak’ are much
more recent.
Proving or disproving either theory as to the
origins of the crack might only be possible if the tree
falls and the tree rings can be studied. It is of course
even plausible that both events contributed to the
damage we can see today!

Chris Brown

History Recorded in Holes

T

he RAF Historical Branch at Northolt maintains one of the Service’s many archives.. The records held include
a card, (see image above), completed on both sides, which summarises the accident and investigation. This
card is itself of historic interest. Its origin can be traced back to the early 19th century when Joseph Marie Jacquard
invented hole-punched cards coded with instructions to operate his power looms.
The first punched cards for sorting data were developed in the 1830s. Charles Babbage invented an Analysing
Engine soon after. The first programming cards were developed around 1900. These were edge-punched cards.
A prepared set of cards had each hole designated to a specific feature; e.g. date, number, code etc. In the RAF
they had many uses, including aircraft maintenance and, as in this case, recording accidents. In the example above
the holes of non-applicable factors were ‘notched’ with a special tool to remove the hole. The cards could then
be sorted by individual or selection of factors by pushing a knitting needle-like tool through the relevant holes.
Selecting only those with intact holes and leaving untouched the remainder with notches not holes.

Chris Brown
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PROGRAMME of TALKS for 2019- 20
FRIDAY 4th OCTOBER
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE MURDERS
Dr Jonathan Oates is Ealing Borough’s Archivist and Local History Librarian. He
writes books on London and Home Counties history, including their criminal past.

FRIDAY 1st NOVEMBER THE OXFORD OF INSPECTOR MORSE
8.00pm for 8.15pm
Alistair Lack is a freelance journalist and tour guide of the City and University.
Mention Oxford, its colleges, throw in a murder and Inspector Morse comes to mind
St Leonards Parish Hall
FRIDAY 6th DECEMBER THE DUKE OF WINDSOR: - ROYAL TRAITOR OR NAZI DUPE?
8.00pm for 8.15pm
Tony Eaton returns with another unresolved story; one that’s split the opinions of
historians. Recently opened archives have revealed hitherto unknown information.
St Leonards Parish Hall
FRIDAY 10th JANUARY
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

GRAHAM GREENE’S BERKHAMSTED
Brian Shepherd, his son Richard, and Judy Mead who all take part in the Graham
Greene Berkhamsted annual festival, provide a commentary on Greene’s early life.

FRIDAY 7th FEBRUARY SEX, DRUGS AND TAPEWORMS
8.00pm for 8.15pm
Kevin Varty will use Victorian magazine and newspaper adverts, taking a lightSt Leonards Parish Hall
hearted look at cures for illnesses, most of which have to be seen to be believed!
FRIDAY 6th MARCH
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

THE ROTHSCHILDS OF TRING

FRIDAY 3rd APRIL
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

BEER, SAUSAGES & MARMALADE

FRIDAY 15th MAY
7.30pm sharp
Cholesbury Village Hall

Tim Amsden, has recently published a book on the wealthy Rothschild family who
purchased Tring Park Estate and built the remarkable Zoological Museum.

Liz Woolley, an Oxford historian and tour guide will talk about food, brewing,
tourism & politics and the powerful families who held sway in 19th-century Oxford

AGM followed by THE HILLTOP VILLAGES THROUGH A LENS
A chance to view examples from the LHG archive on how the camera has captured
images illustrating the history of our villages. Followed by the Members’ social.

MEMBERSHIP: ADULTS £10.00 pa. SCHOOL STUDENTS FREE
VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME: £4.00 PER MEETING
Coffee, Tea and Biscuits are served and a collection is taken

Local History Group Committee
Chairman & Editor:
Deputy Chair / Librarian:
Treasurer:
Archivist:
Committee Members:

Chris Brown
Paddy Thomas
Richard Leat
Shirley Blomfield
Diana Amies
Richard Bysouth

chrisbrown@rayshill.com
paddythomas@winpad.co.uk
leatrj@yahoo.co.uk
chambersgreen@btconnect.com
diamies@gmail.com
richard1.bysouth@gmail.com

01494 758890
01494 758460
01494 758784
01494 758314
01296 486847
01442 825879

Address: Rays Hill Farm, Rays Hill, Braziers End, Chesham, HP5 2UJ
email: localhistorygroup@cholesbury.com
Website: www.cholesbury.com
If you are not already signed up to receive email reminders about meetings, include your email address on the
membership renewal form, or let the Treasurer know. Personal information will only be used for purposes
connected to LHG membership. Newsletters and articles are available on the LHG website: www.cholesbury.com
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