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Chairman’s Introduction

T

he words ‘keep calm and carry on’ seem to sum up where we find ourselves at the moment. In the spirit of
this old adage, the Committee has put together our Programme of Talks for the coming season. The current
plan is, starting from October, to run the first three meetings by video conference and hopefully by January
circumstances may permit the resumption of meetings in St Leonards VH. The full programme is on the back
page. Note the slightly earlier start time for the video conference meetings. Instructions for attending will be sent
out to Members in advance of each meeting. These arrangements will have to remain flexible and we will keep
you updated. As usual, our meetings will be open to non-members. Please continue to encourage friends to get
in touch so they can attend, as visitors, and maybe become members. To test the technology and familiarise
members we have organised an extra talk for Members on ‘Champneys’ on Friday 25th September. Details have
been sent to last year’s members. Please contact the Treasurer if you need advice.
This year’s Newsletter, our 24th, has expanded to sixteen pages. I hope you enjoy the even wider selection of
articles. My thanks go to all the contributors. If you would like to take a look at the Newsletter back numbers
they are all available on the Local History Group’s website at www.cholesbury.com.
In order for the Local History Group to continue and to thrive the committee would like to welcome on board
some extra members to join the team and support all the activities that need to be done each year to keep the Group
running smoothly. If you would like to find out more about how you can help, please get in touch.
Finally, please can I encourage members to renew their membership as soon as possible. You can pay your
subscription by bank transfer or by sending a cheque to our Treasurer. See the flyer included with this Newsletter.

Chris Brown

Looking back on the ‘Spanish Flu’ pandemic of 1918

O

ne hundred years from now historians will be
poring over the archives to understand the story
of the 2020 Covid-19 pandemic. Unsurprisingly, this
year the worldwide influenza epidemic of 1918-20 has
come back into focus and I have been looking at how
the virus, which travelled around the world, also
impacted on those living in and around Chesham.
‘Spanish Flu’ is really a misnomer as the source
of the outbreak was not Spain. When the Spanish
King, Alphonso VIII, became gravely ill with
influenza during the outbreak in Spring 1918, because
Spain was neutral, and not under wartime newspaper
restrictions, the King’s illness and subsequent
recovery was reported to the world. Meanwhile, news
of the raging influenza outbreaks in the countries
involved in WWI hostilities were concealed by
censorship regulations as governments were
concerned national morale, already suffering due to
the war, would receive a further blow. Hence the
misleading impression that Spain was the source of
the pandemic led to the nickname ‘Spanish Flu’.
The first patient diagnosed with the disease in
March 1918 was a soldier at an army training camp in
Kansas, USA. However, infected servicemen en route
to Trenton, New Jersey, the main assembly point for

troops on the east coast, had already brought the
disease with them. Within a week a major outbreak
had occurred in New York, the embarkation point for
troop ships to Europe.

Men gargling with salt and water at Camp Dix which was
the embarkation camp for New York. September 1918.
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Looking back on the ‘Spanish Flu’ pandemic of 1918

continued from page 1
During the first wave of the epidemic in Spring
1918, most cases in the UK were restricted to the main
cities and to army barracks handling troops returning
from the front. In Chesham and surrounding villages,
according to the Bucks Examiner, there were relatively
few cases reported and those that occurred were
relatively mild. Despite this, Chesham, with over 400
cases and 25 deaths, had one of the highest infection
rates in the county. To put this into perspective, the
number of tuberculosis cases was at a similar level.
Due to the high incidence of influenza in Chesham
and after one of the doctors in the town was also taken
ill with influenza, two nurses were drafted in from
London to support the one remaining doctor.
November 1918 marked the start of the second
wave of the pandemic. Local newspapers reported that
the influenza outbreak had taken hold significantly.
This coincided with a growing numbers of soldiers
returning to the town, either on leave, or having been
demobbed.

The congested conditions of the training and
staging camps at Étaples, France, close to the Belgium
border, is where the influenza outbreak took hold.
As troops began to return in increasing numbers
from the European theatre of war they crowded on
trucks, trains and ships to embarkation points, and then
were on cramped troop ships. This all added to the
rapid spread of the disease to the rest of France, across

continental Europe to Great Britain and to the USA.
By May it had reached the African continent as well
as India and Japan, by June China, and Australia by
July. Significantly, this first wave of the epidemic in
the Spring of 1918 appeared relatively mild. The
subsequent waves, in Winter 1918, Spring 1919 and
late Spring/Summer 1920 were all more virulent.
Altogether, there were between 50 and 100 million
deaths worldwide. In the UK there were around
250,000 deaths over this period.
At the time of the 1918 outbreak there was some
understanding in the scientific and medical
communities of the role bacteria played in the major
human diseases of the day: cholera, typhoid,
diphtheria and tuberculosis. Influenza was seen as a
new disease, which was known to have caused only
one pandemic, in 1887. The overwhelming medical
consensus at the time was that influenza was another
infection caused by either a single bacteria, or possibly
several bacterial strains in combination. Though
viruses had been identified as pathogens of plants in
the 1890s, their identification as a cause of certain
diseases in animals (and humans) only began to be
realised from 1901. There was no known antidote for
influenza in 1918. It was not until 1930 that an
influenza virus was identified. The first effective ‘flu
vaccine’ did not arrive until 1945.
Throughout the five years of WW1 Chesham was
a very busy town. Over the first two or so years, many
brigades of troops marched through Chesham or
trained in Lowndes Park and recruiting sergeants
motivated Chesham men to volunteer.

Soldiers on leave, or demobbed in 1918, being put up
at a hostelry in Waterside, Chesham. One source of the
local influenza infection. (Image courtesy Peter Hawkes)

As a consequence of the outbreak, official notices
were issued, firstly advising that anyone laid low with
influenza should “........go to bed at once, and not to
carry on even for a half day of the attack.” Secondly,
“........that everybody should take full advantage of
their fat ration and consume as much fat as possible”.
Locals complained that there was a scarcity of fatty
bacon, which was subject to rationing. Further
regulations issued to local government in Chesham
and district required the closure of schools for 5 weeks
from the start of November. These new rules still
permitted ‘cinematograph exhibitions’ to remain open
if they could provide adequate ventilation, like those
at the Chesham Palace (see next photo). However,
with schools closed and children out and about around
the town they were not permitted to attend the ‘cinema
theatres’.
Smoking was allowed to continue in pubs and
continued on next page
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Looking back on the ‘Spanish Flu’ pandemic of 1918

continued from page 2
the Treaty of Versailles had been signed. Plans were
drawn up for official peace celebrations, which took
place on 5th August 1919. This included a lunch for
servicemen, sports in Lowndes Park, tree planting,
marching bands, speeches in the town square and a
children’s tea, followed by concerts and fireworks.

theatres in the belief it had afforded some protection
against infection! Newspapers
carried
letters
expressing concerns about ‘the overcrowding of trains
and omnibuses’. There were also complaints that the
rationing of food was causing hardship for poorer
citizens. Fuel was also rationed, which took its toll on
older people during the cold weather.
At this time, coal prices were regulated by
Bucks County Council. A notice of coal prices
published in the Bucks Examiner included an
addendum that coal delivered to Cholesbury and
Hawridge had an extra one shilling premium,
presumably due to additional transport costs.
Parish Councils outside the town were instructed
to pass on these messages and to get villages to
co-operate with the restrictions.
The next wave of influenza in Spring /
Summer 1919 coincided with the return of
troops who had been deployed to prevent further
hostilities, following the German surrender, and
sailors who were engaged in a naval blockade.
Fearing further outbreaks, new regulations were Crowd gathers in front of the Picture Palace in Chesham
Town Square in 1919. (Image courtesy Peter Hawkes)
issued making the wearing of masks advisable.
Seeing the masses congregating in the photo
Guidance suggested that “……these be made from
above, it would have been no surprise if there had been
three or four layers of butter muslin of sufficient size
an increase of ‘Spanish Flu’ cases in Chesham. Given
to cover nose and mouth”. Also that goggles could be
the dreadful impact of 5 years of war and the trauma
worn. Regular gargling with salt and warm water, to
and hardship families had to endure it is perhaps not
which a few crystals of potassium permanganate had
surprising, unlike in 2020, that ‘social distancing’ had
been added, was also recommended.
no part in the uninhibited expression of relief and joy
In June, at the height of the fourth wave of
on display!
,
influenza, news reached the citizens of Chesham that

When the Belgians came to Chesham

Chris Brown
assistance in bringing his former employees over from
Belgium. It is suspected his proposal fell on deaf ears
because of rumblings that Belgians were taking the
jobs of local men! Despite this, some refugees were
employed in local factories and children attended local
schools. Two families were housed at The Lee,
courtesy of the Liberty family.
One amusing anecdote, given Chesham’s long
association with footwear, was that on arrival
refugees’ boots were all speedily repaired or replaced
by locals. Funds were raised via concerts and regular
weekly subscriptions by townspeople. An example of
how the Belgian refugees integrated into everyday life
came from a newspaper report of January 1917,
recalling how a Belgian schoolboy, who 18 months
earlier could not speak a word of English, had written
an impressive report on local wildlife. Most refugees
returned to Belgium in 1918. Around 5,000 remained
in the UK, including one or two women who married
local men.

Whilst researching the history of the 1918 influenza
epidemic, I came across information about the Belgian
refugees who arrived in Chesham in 1914.
Following the German invasion of Belgium on 4th
August 1914, the UK offered sanctuary for up to
250,000 refugees. Initially, the Belgians were housed
in refugee camps in London, but once registered they
were settled in cities and towns across the UK.
Belgians first came to Chesham in October 1914. Most
were from Antwerp and arrived by boat at Folkestone.
They became known as “Chesham Guests”.
The Bucks County Relief Committee and
Chesham Churches organised clothes and lodgings,
mostly in and around Church Street. Nearly all the
refugees in Chesham and Amersham were Roman
Catholic and a new Church, Our Lady’s, was built in
Chesham Bois. The group of refugees grew to a
maximum of 38. One of the refugees had run a
basket-making business in Antwerp and he set up a
factory, which, in time, employed several fellow
refugees. He also wrote to the Council seeking

Chris Brown
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A Beginners guide to Cow Roast

C

have been local ‘bog ore’ or conceivably carried from
further afield. Nearby, a skeleton of a young woman
dated to Roman times was found in a shallow grave.
BDAS subsequently reconstructed the face.
Also from Roman times, twelve well shafts have
been found, numerous furnaces,
bones of many different animals,
including forty cows, and also
birds, seven to eight hundred coins,
forty vessels, the remains of two
buildings, a roadside temple, and
part of Akeman Street. It is not
known what the Romans called this
road. The name‘Akeman Street’
was only coined in the Middle
Ages. All these finds indicate where Cow Roast is
today was once a substantial Roman settlement, and
qualifies in Roman terms as an oppidum, or fortified
town.
The present Cow Roast Inn, closed since 2017,
was built around 1800 on the site of a tollgate of the
Sparrows Hearne Turnpike. This Turnpike joined
London and Aylesbury from 1760. ‘Cow Rest’, as it
was once called, would have provided a safe resting
place for cattle on the way from as far away as Wales,
stopping at markets, such as, Leighton Buzzard and
Barnet to the Lea Valley. Here livestock were kept
until needed by Smithfield meat market in London.
Drovers are likely to have forged the pattern of present
day roads as they drove their animals to different
markets, herds taking up a lot of space and requiring
fodder and water as well as rest places along the way.
Some drovers may have used the turnpikes as the
animals would be able to move faster, though many
drovers would prefer to avoid tolls and take the high
ground, for example through Cholesbury Common,
so the way ahead could be easily seen. From
Chartridge there were reputed to be views along the
Chess Valley all the way to London.
Cow Roast has so far revealed mostly industrial
activity, iron smelting and animal processing rather
than higher status occupation. The unploughed land
on Ashridge Common indicates widespread
agricultural work, and there is mounting evidence of
further ancient settlement along the Bulbourne Valley
towards Berkhamsted. Plenty of scope for more
discovery remains and there are many questions for
research to answer. The evidence that has been
mounting over recent years leaves room for
speculation, disagreement and further discussion. The
many finds are to be seen at the BDAS, the St. Albans
Museum, the Natural History Museum and the British
Museum but not, as yet, at any Cow Roast Visitor
Centre.
Richard Bysouth

ow Roast, on the old A41 between Tring and
Berkhamsted, is well-placed on the ancient
Bulbourne Valley route between the regions either
side of the Chilterns that avoids the wild lands of the
higher ground, and may well have provided a gateway
function through a number of periods in history. Its
name reinforces this notion, being possibly derived
from ‘Cow Rest’ after its association with the adjacent
drovers’ route through the Chilterns. The building of
the bypass around Tring in the early 1970s, and the
subsequent development of the dual carriageway to
join the M25, was the opportunity for the Berkhamsted
and District Archaeological Society (BDAS) to
undertake excavations and geophysical surveys along
the route and then at the site of the new Marina and
the fields around the Cow Roast Inn. More prehistoric
finds have been made in this area than in the rest of
Hertfordshire. Grimms Ditch, probably originating
from the middle Iron Age, is thought to be a marker
between the two regions, and digging has exposed
evidence of it being more continuous than previously
thought, cutting through the valley at Cow Roast.
There is a long list of discoveries showing
continuous occupation of the Bulbourne Valley for at
least five thousand years. Near Hemel Hempstead a
Neolithic village was uncovered. Close to Cow Roast,
at Pea Lane, a Late Bronze Age longhouse and
causeway were found. Nearby, at Crawleys Lane, a
Late Neolithic quarry and pottery, and at Bottom
House Lane a series of over forty ditches, posted
structures and causeways dating from Late Bronze
Age to Early Iron Age, and also an impressive Iron
Age circle is discernible.
In 1798 the Grand Junction Canal was dug through
the valley, broadly following the course of the River
Bulbourne. During the course of this work a navvy
found a bronze helmet, a fine example of the type worn
by Roman soldiers at the time of the invasion in AD43
dated to Roman times. Bought by historian Robert
Clutterbuck, it was donated to the British Museum.
The museum description is ‘a
domed bowl, with broad
horizontal neck guard skillfully
raised from a single piece of
bronze, surmounted by a
soldered knob which secured a
detachable crest. The two cheek pieces are missing.’
A 40 hectare (99 acre) site around Cow Roast is
now a Scheduled Ancient Monument, and links with
further finds on Ashridge Common and towards
Berkhamsted. The area was well known for iron
smelting before the Romans, including at Cholesbury,
though the origin of the ore is up for discussion as
there is now none to be found near Cow Roast, it may
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The Buckinghamshire County Agricultural Association

L

ike many of the country’s shows, the Bucks
County Show was established in the l9th century,
actually in l859. It was set up by the local landowners
to show off to each other their best animals and, of
course, it became a social occasion. The Bucks County
Show fits into the country’s show calendar and is held
on a Thursday, either at the very end of August or the
beginning of September, as Thursday was the half-day
closing for businesses. This of course is no longer the
case but part of the tradition! The Show is followed
on by other local shows - Thame, Henley and
Newbury - so that the exhibitors know what dates to
work to each year.

able to set up their kitchens to feed the large number
of members, who would be looking forward to their
excellent lunches, and the Police largely from the
access to the ground and emergency needs. With
everyone on board, a local architect planned out the
showground with separate areas for the show horses,
show jumping, cattle, sheep, trade stands and the
domestic and horticultural classes.
The site was named Weedon Park and the first
show was held there in l988 when the weather could
not have been worse! The heavens opened but it
certainly tested out the arrangements! It all held
together and the Council meeting after the Show felt
it had been a very successful move.
The Show, a registered charity, is a member of the
Association of Show & Agricultural Organisations
(ASAO) and the Show’s Secretary, Alison Baylis, sits
on its Council. This is a very useful networking
association and shows of every size are members, from
The Royal Highland, Great Yorkshire, The Royal
Welsh to one-day Shows such as our County’s. This
year in particular the Association has advised on the
Covid-19 emergency, and the financial problems for
many shows.

Bucks County Show in 1951 at Hartwell House
Hunter Classes in the ring

To begin with, the Show moved around the County
setting up each year on various estates, including
Waddesdon Manor, Walton Grange (on the outskirts
of Aylesbury), Mentmore and Chesham. However,
after the Second World War it settled at Hartwell,
where it was held until 1988. Circumstances
necessitated a change of site as the school closed in
the house, which was then converted into a high-class
hotel and the land was no longer available to hold a
very big event such as an agricultural show. By then
the Show had grown into the biggest event in the
County and was organized by a small permanent staff
with an office in Aylesbury advised by the Show’s
Council. A challenge was then to find a suitable
replacement for the beautiful grounds of Hartwell.
Luckily many sites were offered to the Show and a
search was carried out to find the most suitable venue.
The Committee settled on land at Weedon, which
fitted the needs – near to the County Town of
Aylesbury, easily accessible for the heavy traffic and
with plenty of parking for the livestock vehicles and
the public’s cars. The trade stand holders were invited
to a meeting on the showground and to discuss their
needs. The marquee contractor thought about it from
the wind point of view, the catering people from being

White-coated stewards arrange sheep for judges’
inspection at Bucks County Show in 1960s
Many of the people stewarding at the Show are
following in their forebears’ shoes, as when the old
minute books were discovered the same names had
been involved from the outset. The stewards are all
volunteers. The Show goes from strength to strength,
only having been cancelled through World Wars, the
foot and mouth shut-down in 2001 and, of course, this
year, 2020. Unfortunately all the agricultural shows
have been cancelled for this year but already plans are
being made for the 2021 Bucks County Show, which
is held in high esteem throughout the showing world
due to its quality entries.

Diana Amies
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Local railways

T

he route first mooted by George Stephenson from
London to Birmingham in 1832 was from Hemel
Hempstead along the Gade Valley towards Dagnall.
There were many objections to this, and railways in
general, on the grounds of likely poisoning, fire, and
scaring of horses and cattle. Many property owners
were unwilling to sell land. Sir Astley Cooper, owner
of the Gadebridge Estate, was prominent among them.
The route past Berkhamsted and Tring became
preferred, although necessitating a long deep cutting
near to Tring.

the country to the south of London and potentially The
Channel. This line would have run from Tring, through
Chesham, to the west of Amersham and on to
Beaconsfield. Had it been built this would surely have
been of great significance as the demand for transport
multiplied.
The next railway considered for Chesham was the
1862 route from Rickmansworth, which did not make
much progress because of other interests of the
companies involved.
Sir Edward Watkin was Chairman of the
Metropolitan Railway. Incidentally, he was also
Chairman of the Submarine Railway Company, which
investigated a Channel tunnel, and Chairman of
Chemin de Fer du Nord which ran to Paris. He brought
his much trumpeted line from London as far as
Chesham via Rickmansworth by 1889, in the
expectation that it would inevitably continue on to join
the Birmingham line near Tring. People of Chesham
must have thought they were at last on the mainline,
the site of the station being moved from Millfields at
Chesham Moor to the centre of town. However, an
untimely change in management at the now London
North West Railway Company thought otherwise, as
they were by then well established at Euston, and
refused to support this. Sir Edward however continued
his railway to Amersham and Aylesbury by 1892, and
then joined his Great Central Main Line and
Manchester and Sheffield by 1899. The north was by
this time dominated by other railway companies and
this line, terminating at Marylebone, with its poor
connections, was underused. This is demonstrated by
being the only London terminus that Sherlock Holmes
never used!
In the meantime, land was still being purchased by
the Metropolitan Railway along Chesham Vale in 1889
in the hope the link to Tring would come about. It
would be very interesting to know exactly which these
properties were. This stretch of the 1845 line would in
all likelihood have taken much the same route as the
planned Metropolitan extension. In tracing the likely
route out of Chesham, the increase in height from there,
at approximately 120 metres above sea level, to the
summit near to Marlin Chapel is about 50 metres over
three miles. The route climbing the eastern side of The
Vale towards Hog Lane can be imagined. The descent
to the Tring line would be another 50 metres but over
two miles if aiming for Cow Roast. The route for this
is less clear from looking at the map, but would be
above Northchurch, crossing Hamberlins Lane and then
Cow Roast is at almost the same height as Tring
Station. If built and even if not closed in the 1960s, this
railway would also have made the shape of our local
transport links and population growth significantly
different.

The 19th Century Railway Station at Tring

At Tring people protested against the line running
near to Cow Lane as being too close to the town, then
shortly after the line was firmed up, a branch line was
asked for. Negotiations about land continued and at
first the station was set to be at Pitstone Green.
Following a public appeal for cash the station was built
in its present, more popular, position and opened in
1837. We sometimes hear it was the Rothschilds who
insisted the line be away from the town, but of course
the Rothschilds did not buy land at Tring until 1872.
By 1845 railway companies were a good
investment, many paying 10% dividends, and there
were apparently 1,428 projected new lines around the
country. Locally we had the Tring to Basingstoke line
projected from Pitstone Green through Buckland and
Halton; a second line also from Pitstone Green and
heading via Long Marston to Weston Turville; a line
from Amersham to Banbury; and a line from
Aylesbury through Cheddington to Dunstable and on
to Cambridge. The branch from the London and
Birmingham Railway, via Cheddington, was opened
in 1839 and for over 50 years was Aylesbury’s only
railway connection with the Capital. As late as 1887
a tramway was projected from Chesham to Boxmoor
and possibly Harpenden, but was defeated by the
owners of toll roads, and probably the engineering
costs. The Nickey Line was completed in 1877, linking
Hemel, Harpenden and Luton and connecting with the
Great North Railway. This line however never reached
Boxmoor, stopping short at Heath Park Halt, where
only horse-drawn transport was available as ever.
London was becoming a bottleneck for railways,
and in 1845 one scheme proposed the Tring to Reigate
Railway, thus opening up transport from the north of

Richard Bysouth
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The History Group Library

W

hen new books are given to the History Group
Library, the first thing to look for is any local
references. Two of the books added to the collection
this year certainly did not disappoint.
The first book is Pots, Potters and Potteries of
Buckinghamshire 1200-1910, published by BAS in
2019. Shirley Blomfield donated her own copy which
had been signed by the authors Michael Farley and
Barbara Hurman. Shirley and Chris Brown are listed
on the page of ‘acknowledgements’ because they
commented on the Buckland Common section.
Author, Michael Farley, is well known as a former
Buckinghamshire County Archaeologist and he claims
a special interest in ceramics. Barbara Hurman, an
archaeologist who specialised in ceramics, has a long
association with the County Museum.
There is a long history of pottery making in
Buckinghamshire, with its good sources of clay for
the pots and woodlands to provide timber for firing
the kilns. This very readable book is well illustrated
with maps and photographs. It aims to list potters and
production sites from the 13th century to about 1910.
The introduction is an overall picture of how
pottery was made and developed and then how the
research was done to identify sites and potters in
Buckinghamshire. The rest of the book is in the form
of a Gazetteer listing pottery production sites,
generally by parish, starting in Akley and ending with
Wraysbury. Buckland, including Cholesbury and St
Leonards, has its own four page section. The parish
of Buckland climbed up from Buckland village to the
settlement of Buckland Common.

the house called ‘The Potteries’, at the end of
Broomstick Lane, as well as from properties nearby.
In the Local History archive there are photographs of
two splendid pots made in Buckland Common. See
photo. They are described in the archive as ‘Two red
earthenware jugs made at Buckland Common potteries
in 1701 and 1759’. One jug has the inscription ‘HK
1701, and the other ‘John Revet, Esqr, 1789. Thomas
Brackley potter at Buckland’. The pots are in the
collection at Chequers.
The next book An Illustrated History of Early
Buckinghamshire, edited by Mike Farley, was donated
by Lyn Horridge. The five chapters describe the
periods of Buckinghamshire’s early history from the
Palaeolithic to the Medieval era, based on research
papers gathered together as part of an English Heritage
initiative. Mammoths, bears and water make a very
inviting and atmospheric book cover, using an
illustration from an early section headed ‘Mammoths
at Marsworth’.
Cholesbury Hillfort soon gets its first mention in
‘Farms and Farmers’, a section of Chapter 2
‘Prehistoric Farmers (Middle Iron Age 450BC100BC)’. In the next chapter, ‘Roman
Buckinghamshire AD410-1066’, Cholesbury Camp
is noted as showing use in the later Iron Age when
most Hillforts had been abandoned. Later on, in the
chapter on Medieval Buckinghamshire, an aerial view
of Cholesbury is used to illustrate a ‘common-edge’
settlement typical of Chilterns villages. At the end
there is an excellent list of early historic sites in the
county which are always accessible for visiting.
Cholesbury Camp is in the ‘Prehistoric’ list and
described as having ‘impressive ramparts accessible’.
Lyn Horridge also gave us Lady Elgiva, her life
and times by Arnold Baines and Portrait of a
Georgian Village, Chenies 1760-1780 by Roy Bruton.
As usual we received our annual copy of Records of
Buckinghamshire, Journal of Buckinghamshire
Archaeological Society. This time the title closest to
home is The Effect of the Wars of the Roses on
Chesham by Gary Marshall.
All these books and many others can be borrowed
from the History Group Library. The Library List with
any new additions is emailed to members during the
season. If you have lost the most recent one, I can send
it to you or deliver a hard copy. If there is a book you
would like to borrow, I will deliver it or arrange for
you to collect it. It will be put in a bag and quarantined
for a few days before delivery or collection! Returns
will be dealt with in the same way. Please contact me
on 01494 758460 or paddythomas@winpad.co.uk.

Locally made pots now in the Chequers’ collection

Many references to potters are listed, from John
Tomkins in 1684 to Job Cox in 1862 who was
probably the last potter in Buckland Common. There
is evidence of kilns in the area. Sherds of brownglazed domestic wares, now in Buckinghamshire
County Museum, were collected from the garden of

Paddy Thomas
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The Age of the Chicken

I

would be interested to know how long the cock has
been on top of St. Leonards Church. I guess it was
a replacement for several earlier ones and I was
prompted to have a whiz through the internet to find
out a bit more. The Egyptians had domesticated

St. Leonards Church with Cockerel

chickens by the mid-15th century BC. In fact, the
earliest known depiction of the Red Junglefowl (a
male) was drawn on an ostracon - a found fragment
of pottery or stone - in this case a splinter of limestone
dating from around 15th century Egypt. It was
unearthed by the renowned archaeologist, Howard
Carter, during his excavations on behalf of Lord
Carnarvon in the Valley of the Kings at Thebes in
1920-21. Birds were reared and kept for both food and
for annual sacrificial tributes. The Egyptians learned
to incubate eggs in baskets over fires, attendants
turning eggs regularly so freeing hens to lay more.
This is still done today in part of the Nile Delta. The
ancient Chinese used compost in a similar way. Eggs
were hung in ancient Egyptian temples to ensure the
Nile flooded, bringing prosperity.
Cockerels have long been a symbolic part of
Christian belief. In the Bible Christ said at the Last
Supper that Peter would betray him before the
cockerel crowed three times. The chicken has been
appropriated as a symbol for good from Roman pagan
rituals and other even more
ancient cultures. Romans
believed chickens appearing
from the left was a good
omen, as was a chicken with
a good appetite on the eve of
battle, indicating there
would be victory. The
chicken
is
definitely
embedded in our language,
Roman Chicken Mosaic
‘chicken feed’ ‘chicken
from 1st Century BC
livered’
and
‘Spring
chicken’ come to mind! ‘Chick’ refers to a baby bird,
yet ‘chicken’ is not now the plural.
Chickens are the third cousin, one hundred million
times removed, of the likely feathered, and much

larger, Tyrannosaurus rex. Protein components
collected from the collagen in the femur bone of a 68
million -year-old fossil of a Tyrannosaurus rex found
in Montana in 2005 has been matched with that of
modern-day ostriches and chickens. It is said chickens
have much more in common with the dinosaurs than
other modern vertebrates.
The Red Junglefowl, which is native to South East
Asia, is the ancestral origin ten thousand years ago of
the present-day domesticated chicken. Junglefowl are
predisposed to feasting on bamboo fruit which appear
in gluts periodically, often at 7-year intervals. Human
intervention created interesting new breeds, arriving
in Europe around 3,000BC. For many years
junglefowl were treated as exotics, being more often
used in religious ceremonies or for cock fighting until
bred for food during the Hellenistic Period 4th to 2nd
century BC. The Lapita
culture of 1600BC, the
first Neolithic culture
of Oceania, chickens
as well as pigs and dogs
were
domesticated.
There is a debate as to
whether
chickens
arrived
in
South
America with settlers
Earliest drawing of Red Jungle- from Polynesia prior to
fowl from 15th Century BC
the Spanish arrival.
The oldest recorded British breed, the Dorking,
was identified by its five toes in Roman times. It has
one of the oldest ancestries of all and has become more
popular again in recent years after a period of neglect
in the late 20th century.
Pope Gregory in the 6th century
took a popular positive symbol and
made the cock an emblem of
Christianity, signalling the calling to
prayer (as the Goths had done
before), reminding people of St. Peter
and as a symbol to remind priests of
their adherence to vows. Pope Leo IV
had a figure of a cock placed on Old
St. Peters Basilica, and this was
followed by Pope Nicholas in the 9th
century decreeing every church
should have a cock represented on
the top of the building. The Gold Cock on Old
symbolism has survived the St Peter’s Basilica
Reformation. Cocks remain on the
weather vanes of many churches in this country, now
commonly perceived as part of the peaceful English
landscape.
continued on page 10
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Summer Outing to Piddington September 2019

A

meningitis. Whitby jet had been used as a semireligious object in the bindings of the babies' bodies.
Between AD44 and AD60 there was a large
Roman fort in the north-west corner of the adjacent
field. Its outline has been determined by geophysics,
and some of the earliest examples of Samian Ware in
the Midlands and military fittings have been
discovered. One theory is that it was built by the 14th
Legion on its way from Colchester to Wroxeter.
In AD65 a timber proto-villa was erected. It had
a 3-room building to the north and a single-roomed
building to the south. These were linked ten years later
by another 3-roomed timber building. Forty years later
the first buildings were demolished and a new bigger
building, the first with stone foundations, although
still of timber was erected. The first completely
stone-built building was built in AD90-100, it was
aligned north-south along the valley side. It had 5
rooms. There was also an east-west range of 4 rooms.
These buildings were added to over the years.
Between AD90 and AD180 an elaborate corridor was
added using small bricks in a herringbone pattern and
this shows elements of symmetrically planned
architectural design. An enclosing wall was
constructed with an entrance on the Piddington side.
In summer 2002 another new building was discovered
in the field to the north-east of the main villa complex:
13 rooms have been identified and there was a corridor
/ambulatory surrounding the core building. The west
wall of this building has been robbed to the
foundations, probably by locals to build their houses
or walls. The building was destroyed by fire in the late
2nd century, and the fire also affected the main
building. It may have been arson.
Very late in the 3rd century the building adjacent
came back into use for industrial purposes as a smithy.
It was last occupied in the early 5th century. The walls
appear to have been buttressed, perhaps to support
them from falling into an old ditch, and there is some
evidence for a damp course.
From AD160 to AD190 a new integral bathhouse
and additional detached bathhouse were built. The
detached bathhouse may have been for the use of
slaves, servants, workers or guests. The associated
well has been described as the largest stone-lined well
in Roman Britain.
Between AD190 and AD290 a new north wing
was added to the main villa, but with no rooms. The
integral bathhouse was rebuilt with a new water
supply. There is no spring or stream at the site. The
new source used a hollowed timber pipeline, maybe
looking similar to wooden gutters that remain on many
houses in the north of England. Mosaics and wall
continued on next page

small group of around 15 of us found our way,
eventually, to Piddington, 5 miles south east of
Northampton, and the museum at Chapel End. When
I signed up for this trip, I had mistakenly thought it
was Piddington in Bucks (near West Wycombe) but
never mind. This proved to be a really interesting and
inspiring tour. We began with an introduction from
Roy Friendship-Taylor who was accompanied by his
wife Liz. Roy has been involved with this site for over
40 years. A graphic designer by profession, he studied
for a diploma in archaeology and later an MPhil.

The Upper Nene (pronounced “Nen”)
Archaeology Society (UNAS) was formed in 1962 to
investigate the site, after small exploratory trenches
had been dug in 1959, but it had originally been found
in 1781 by limestone quarrymen who discovered a
skeleton with a spear. This led to what Roy describes
as a frantic treasure hunt and almost certainly the
destruction of a mosaic.
The villa lies to the south west of the current
village of Piddington on a sloping site. The museum
at Chapel End is on the east side of the village and is
best approached from Hackleton to the south. The
website is http://unas.org.uk/museum.html.
The site has been occupied since the early
prehistoric age, through the late Iron Age and
succeeding Romano-British and Saxon periods.
Regular reports have been produced, often in Current
Archaeology and this year Roy was nominated in that
publication as Archaeologist of the Year. Piddington
also has the distinction of being the most featured
Roman villa in the history of the magazine, which
celebrates 50 years this year.
Early finds were worked flints but evidence of 7
roundhouses, a small rectangular building and the first
example of plastered walls dating to BC50 – AD44
have been excavated. Sadly, 33 skeletons of babies
dating from this time have been found in this area,
skull anomalies suggest the cause of death to be
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continued from previous page
built with 2 large gatehouse towers each side of an
approaching road from the east.
The site was abandoned late in the 3rd century,
midway through a refurbishment. The owner may
have chosen the wrong side in a civil war. The letters
“PRO” inscribed on roof tiles dating from this time
may stand for Procurator (a treasury official in the
Roman Empire). The site was reoccupied at least a
decade later by 7 groups or families, apparently living
in squalor, as a horse's head was found in the building
albeit with fine pottery and coins nearby.
From AD420 and afterwards there is evidence of
occupation of a grubenhaus (a sunken-floored
building), built over the hollow of the large, now
filled-up well. The now ruined north wing of the villa
became a small Anglo-Saxon cemetery with at least 4
skeletons.
Much archaeology these days is funded by
developers and so limited to areas that they want to

paintings must have adorned many rooms. Wall
cladding is of three main types: limestone from the
same field, fossiliferous limestone and tufa, which was
used like a breeze block. Tiles came from Harrold and
were decorated and keyed by the tiler.
The finds on this site are comparable with those
at Fishbourne and come from all over Europe,
including the Rhineland, Rome, Spain and Lyon.
Examples include Mercator Samian Ware Form 37.
Many of the finds are displayed in the museum and
tell the story of the site, how the people lived, what
their houses were like, what they ate, the animals they
kept, the crops they grew and the games they played.
The chapel was bought by UNAS in 1999 and opened
as a museum in 2004 following a fundraising
campaign by the society. All the finds are housed here,
though not all are on display. There are examples of
pottery from all over the world for comparison
purposes
We could have spent much longer in the museum
but wanted to get out to see the site. Exposed at the
time of our visit was what is thought to be the stables.
These lie on the far side of a field boundary, marked
by a bank and hedgerow so straight that it has been
interpreted as the vestiges of a Roman military ditch.
Two owners of the villa have been identified Tiberius Claudius Verus and Tiberius Claudius
Severus. They were members of a Romano-British
family who had changed or Romanised their name.
They seem to have adopted the Roman lifestyle with
enthusiasm; remains of 35,000 oysters and 850 whelks
have been found, small bones from young bird
(chicks) indicate this was another delicacy. At its peak
the villa had 60 rooms.
Towards the end of this period the external
bathhouse was demolished. A new boundary wall was

develop. It was interesting to visit a project that is truly
a labour of one couple’s love. The site may not be as
grand as Fishbourne or Chedworth but the museum is
well worth a visit.

Sarah Tricks

The Age of the Chicken

continued from page 8

In the mid-19th century, following the Opium
Wars, Chinese breeds were brought to Europe and
cross-breeding produced many different traits. This
inspired Charles Darwin to investigate whether
selective breeding occurred in nature. In parallel,
Gregor Mendel was researching genetics with pea
plants, leading to scientists in the early 20th century
developing sure ways of producing bigger meatier
chickens and more eggs. This was the beginning of
mass farming of chickens, long after pigs and cows
had been industrially produced. This was followed by
the introduction of antibiotics and vitamins to the feed.
One hundred years ago chicken meat was
generally considered a delicacy and birds were kept
on a small domestic scale. Following WW2, the UK

government promoted chicken farming as the easiest
and quickest way of feeding the nation. By 2001
chicken tikka masala was voted the most popular meal
in the UK, and KFC had reached China. Chickens are
by far the most popular source of meat in the world,
20 million chickens are slaughtered in this country
every week, turning grain into protein. It now takes
less than two pounds of feed to produce one pound of
chicken meat, less than half it took in 1945. For beef
it takes seven pounds of feed to produce one pound of
meat. It is estimated that there were 23.7 billion
chickens in the world in 2018. Human taste for
chicken continues to grow.
This truly is the Age of The Chicken.

Richard Bysouth
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VE Day and VJ Day Celebrations

I

n the archives we have a number of cuttings from
local newspapers with reports of celebrations in
1945.
On VE Day the Bucks Examiner reported that
Buckland Common (including St Leonards) had “a
festive party for the children” with a march from the
common to the chapel to the sounds of bagpipes from
the RAF band. A short service was followed by a
splendid tea in the Social Hut, which stood on Bottom
Road. Each child was given a gift by Mr Nethercott
and sports followed in his meadow. The very happy
day concluded with a “monster bonfire round which
people, young and old, gathered”. In a report from the
Bucks Herald on this celebration the “immense”
bonfire is described as a huge heap of gorse and
hedge-trimmings, 20 feet high by 30 feet across which
had taken two days to gather! A village collection was
taken to pay for the cost of the day and all money and
refreshments left over were sent to repatriated
prisoners at Amersham Hospital. Cholesbury and
Hawridge also celebrated with an open-air service
after the Kings Speech and a “mighty bonfire”
followed by a bring-your-own-food picnic.

intended primarily for the children, on the common”.
The arrangements were hurriedly made and VJ Day
was celebrated in style too. The organisers were
congratulated on making everything so lively and
interesting. “Mr Fred Warr, a local ex-Serviceman,
who has fought in Burma, presented each of the
hundred-odd kiddies with a shilling, a sweet and an
apple”. And at nightfall the celebration ended with the
lighting of “a gigantic bonfire”.

Forty years later, VE Day in 1985 was marked by
a Revue staged by Cholesbury Drama Group in
Cholesbury Village Hall for which we have 23
photographs in our collection. Wartime sketches were
performed and a souvenir song sheet for the VE Parade
was produced.
See also the article: Remembering WW2 And VE
Day In The City on page 13.
Shirley Blomfield

Hawridge and Cholesbury celebrated the peace on
VJ Day with “an enterprising programme of jubilation,
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Archivist’s Report
he year 2020 will be forever remembered for the
coronavirus pandemic which has affected all our
lives. The enforced lockdown in March put a stop to
many activities and there should, theoretically, have
been more time in the home to get to grips with those
things which we had all been meaning to do but never
quite got round to. In my case this was sorting out the
folders which contain jotted notes, duplicates and
other snippets of local history information which
needed collating, cross-checking and otherwise getting
to grips with. I use the word “contain” in the present
tense as I cannot say that all has been cleared but it
has been an opportunity to make some headway. It has
also led to other avenues to be investigated, such as
where did the Kinchant family live in St Leonards in
the 1830s (there are records of births here) when they
had property in Shropshire?
May 8th 2020 should have seen the 75th
Anniversary commemorations of VE Day and on 15th
August VJ Day but these were not to be, however, in
the archives we have information from previous
celebrations, See the article: VE Day and VJ Day
Celebrations on page 11.

T

The recording took place on 3rd February 1994 and the
programme was due to be broadcast in March.
However, as The Guardian reported on February 11th,
the BBC consigned three editions of the GQT “to the
broadcasting equivalent of the compost heap” when
they announced the formation of a new panel. At least
we have a copy of the programme and the newspaper
report as a reminder of the evening, which had taken
nine years to come to fruition and attracted 170 to the
school hall.
In October 2019 several members attended the
Bucks Local History Network Conference where the
theme of the lectures was “Buckinghamshire’s Social
Housing - from Almshouses to Right-to-Buy”. We
took along a display “Housing in the Hilltop Villages”,
and my thanks to Paddy Thomas for helping to get this
together. (See the February talk on social housing.)
Thanks also to David Ridgwell for including me in
the mailing list for his newsletter “The Hastonean”,
there are often references to families and events with
connections to our villages.
The Modes database is invaluable for locating
references quickly and easily and notes can be added
to information already there. With new items added
in the past twelve months there are now 1790 entries
in Social History and 1466 in Photographs.
Additions over the past twelve months include a
set of St Leonards School exercise books from 1964
to 1967 which demonstrate the excellent education
being given by the village school.

And while thinking of non-events this summer I
was reminded of the time when our Horticultural
Society hosted Gardeners Question Time (GQT) at
Hawridge and Cholesbury School.

At that time the Headmaster was Mr Geoffrey
Keen, seen here shaking hands with the Reverend
Arthur Kayll when the school closed in 1973.
continued on next page
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continued from previous page
On the squadron’s seventh operation, in March
1943, his aircraft was hit by heavy anti-aircraft fire
over Essen and his right foot was blown off. He
displayed outstanding courage and devotion to duty
in the aircraft before a safe return and was
recommended for a Victoria Cross. Although backed
by “Bomber” Harris the VC was commuted to the
Conspicuous Gallantry Medal. As a result of his
wounds, the remaining part of his foot was amputated
but after convalescence he returned to the squadron
for the remainder of the war, finishing as Squadron
Leader responsible for the training of wireless
operators. Returning to civilian life, Squadron Leader
Keen retrained as a teacher and eventually became the
well-regarded Mr Keen, Headmaster of St Leonards
School.

To his staff and pupils he was Mr Keen but he had
a distinguished career
during World War
Two. Geoffrey Frank
Keen was a Chesham
man born in 1916 who
never met his father
who was killed in
action in Flanders in
1917. He joined the
RAF on the outbreak of
war and became a
wireless operator being
awarded
the
Distinguished Flying
Medal in 1942. As
Flight Sergeant he became a founder member of 427
Squadron.

Shirley Blomfield

Remembering WW2 And VE Day In The City

M

P

adeline Finlay has lived in the Hilltop Villages
since 1965 but she was born in London and
spent her early life in Hammersmith. So memories of
WW2 and the VE Day celebrations that followed are
of a little girl in a city deeply affected by bombing.
When war was declared in 1939, her worried parents
sent her off to an aunt in the north of England and she
was away for about six months. Madeline came back
to London but was soon evacuated to Uffington, then
Berkshire but now in Oxfordshire. She remembers it
as a happy time living with a kind couple in a tiny old
thatched cottage with no electricity, and a big garden
with chickens and rabbits. In 1943, when there was a
lull in the bombing, Madeline came home to be a
bridesmaid at her big sister’s wedding. She describes
it as a ‘rainbow’ wedding with all the bridesmaids in
different colours perhaps because of the wartime
shortage of fabrics. The air raids and bombing
returned. Madeline remembers being very frightened
by the noise. She was evacuated again, this time to
Marlow. There were visits from the family,
particularly her father, who always brought little
presents and sweets and chocolates. When victory was
declared, Madeline’s father rushed to fetch her home
just in time for the big VE Day celebrations. There
was a huge street party with flags, bunting and tables
outside. The children had tea in the afternoon but the
party went on late into the night with music and
dancing and a bonfire in the street. Pianos were rolled
outside and someone played the drums. It was too
noisy for the children to sleep so they just stayed up
until very late

addy Thomas has lived in the Villages for
forty-three years but she too was born in a city in
1938. Birmingham, strongly industrial, had its own
severe bombing raids. She lived with her mother and
grandma and remembers huddling with them and some
of the neighbours in a cupboard under the stairs,
grandly called ‘the pantry’, until the ‘all clear’ siren
rang. Another memory is of being wrapped in a
blanket at night and carried through a gap in the hedge
to the Anderson air raid shelter dug in the garden next
door. It was cold, damp and dark. In their front room
there was a Morrison shelter, built like a big, heavy
metal table with a cage underneath for sleeping. This
was never used to escape the bombing but made a
useful table. Then came VE Day. Tables were pulled
out in front of the houses all along the street with
bunting and flags everywhere. Lots of children were
in fancy dress and there was a big party with music
and dancing. A huge bonfire was lit in the cul-de sac
at the end of the road which seemed to stay burning
all night. The strongest memory of all is that, when it
got dark, along the main road at the top of the street
came a Birmingham Tram lit up all over with coloured
bulbs and just glowing with light. It was magic for a
seven year old to see after the years of blackout.
Paddy Thomas
Newsletter Archive 2000 - Millennium Event
Twenty years ago this September the LHG put on a
Millennium event, including an exhibition, tours of
the Iron Age Fort, a Travelling Talesman told stories
for children and Millennium Mugs went on sale.
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Aston Hill and Aston Martin

C

ould James Bond have practiced his driving skills
up Aston Hill? That’s a rather stretching
daydream, although the car marque that has appeared
in many Bond films would have been built in Newport
Pagnell, which is only 25 miles north and there’s not
many decent hills to race up in-between.
In the 1964 film Goldfinger, Bond raced his Aston
Martin Silver Birch DB5 past the Hotel Belvédère,
midway along the Farka Pass high in the Swiss Alps,
(which is rather a shlep from the Aston Hill “alp”).
Goldfinger was the start of a long celebration of Aston
Martin cars in the James Bond film franchise. The 25th
Bond film No Time to Die, due for release in
November 2020, will feature 4 different Aston Martins
– that’s an impressive example of product placement
history for a brand that was the brainchild of Lionel
Martin and leads this article in a round about way to
Aston Hill!
There is a monument near the top of Aston Hill,
just inside the mountain bike car park on the left. See
photos below and in close-up opposite with the words
of the inscription provided.

the Motor Cycling Club, including those from London
to Edinburgh. They both, however, entered their
modified Singer 10 in various hill climb events,
including Aston Hill.
The name Aston-Martin was announced in 1914
and was in part suggested by Lionel’s wife, Kate, so
the new car would appear high on an alphabetical
listing of car manufacturers. So it’s Mr and Mrs Martin
we have to thank for the enduring claim to fame of
Aston Hill.

Intriguingly, Lionel Martin was born (1878) near
St Austell in Cornwall (as was, several decades later,
the author of this article). His family owned a china
clay merchants and a porcelain factory and clearly
were sufficiently well-heeled (unlike the author of this
article) to send Lionel to Eton College and then onto
Brasenose College, Oxford. Lionel joined the Oxford
University Bicycle Club and then the Bath Road Club.
After graduating in 1902 with a BA, Lionel went into
a partnership to sell cars. He must have been a ‘bit of
a lad’, as in 1909, after not paying a fine, he was
banned from driving for 2 years (those were the days!).
Whilst not driving, he rode bicycles, gaining the
fastest record from Edinburgh to York in 1911
(allegedly). Also during this time Lionel had become
friends with another cyclist in the Bath Road Club,
Robert Bamford. In 1912 they began to sell cars
together, co-founding Bamford and Martin Ltd a
garage business in Kensington.
Robert was the engineer and Lionel was the
motoring enthusiast, participating in competitions of

“The Origin of Aston Martin
From 1904 to 1925
Aston Hill, part of the Lord Rothschild’s Estate,
was a renowned motoring venue.
Lionel Martin made his first ascent of this hill
in a tuned Singer Car, on 4th April 1914.
Shortly afterwards, on the 16th May, at the
Herts County Automobile & Aero Club meeting,
he was so successful that the sporting light car
first registered in his name in March 1915,
was called an “ASTON-MARTIN”.
It was the start of a legend
in the history of the automobile.
This plaque was placed here
by the Aston Martin Owners Club
And
Aston Martin Lagonda Limited”
continued on next page
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continued from previous page
This photo shows a 1923 ‘Cloverleaf’ (nicknamed
because it had 2 front seats and 1 rear seat).

The Aston Hill Climb was a speed hill climb which
was active from 1904 until 1925. Speed hill climbing
is a branch of motorsport in which drivers compete
against the clock to complete an uphill course.
Although first recorded in France in 1897, Aston Hill
was one of the first climbs. Aston Hill was the venue
for many defining moments in the early years of Aston
Martin, with Lionel driving cars of his own design
thus cementing a lasting spirit of sporting performance
between the car and Aston Hill.

This car was one of only eight Cloverleaf cars built
in 1923 and it took second place in the 1924 Hillclimb,
so Aston Martin brought it back to Aston Hill in 2019
to re-run the course. It’s good to think that Aston
Martin as an international company still recognises
their origins.
The above photo is from Saturday 30th June 1906,
taken near the starting line, where the competitors are
waiting at the foot of the hill, with a fine view of the
Vale of Aylesbury in the distance. Today the fine view
has disappeared behind the trees and bushes.
The original course started about 20 metres up-hill
away from the ‘T’ junction with the B4009 – Upper
Icknield Way, between Tring and Wendover. See
photo opposite
It finished level with the house at the top of Aston
Hill, a distance of 1.21km (0.75 miles) and a climb of
approximately 80 metres. During the 1920s the
distance was varied several times from the original,
but the 1904 record was 87.6 seconds. The road closed
for hill climbs in 1925 after the RAC decided not to
issue any more permits for “high speed contests on
the public highway”. There was increasing concern
over the failure of spectators at motor sports events to
follow marshals’ instructions.

Post-script.: Due to petrol rationing in WW2, Lionel
returned to travelling on his bicycle. On 14th October
1945 he was knocked off his bicycle at a set of traffic
lights on Gloucester Road near his home, dying aged
67….nothing much changes!
Richard Leat

Founder’s Prize 2020
The Founder’s Prize is awarded in memory of General Money, one of the Local History Group’s founding
members. This year the Committee has decided to award the prize to Barney Tyrwhitt-Drake who presented
an excellent talk the previous season and has contributed to the Group’s Newsletter and Archive. We look forward
to presenting him with a book of his choice when circumstances permit
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PROGRAMME of TALKS for 2020 - 21
Guidance on how to attend the talks available by video conference will be provided in advance of meetings.
If you need further information or support, please contact Richard Leat (see contact details below)
FRIDAY 9th OCTOBER
7.15pm for 7.45pm
By Video Conference

BEER, SAUSAGES & MARMALADE
Liz Woolley is an Oxford historian and tour guide, will talk about food, brewing,
tourism & politics and the powerful families who held sway in 19th century Oxford.

FRIDAY 6th NOVEMBER SOLDIERS, SAINTS AND SINNERS:
7.15pm for 7.45pm
Oxfordshire characters from the British Civil War 1642-51
Stephen Barker designs exhibitions for museums and lectures on military history.
By Video Conference
FRIDAY 4th DECEMBER LIBERTY: The Bucks man, the London shop, the global style
7.15pm for 7.45pm
Will Phillips worked for nine years at the Museum of English Rural Life before
becoming a curator at the Buckinghamshire County Museum in 2008.
By Video Conference
FRIDAY 8th JANUARY
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

RESEARCHING THE VACHE AND NEWLANDS PARK:
Regicide, defamation, suffragettes, a great explorer and some garden history!
Sarah Tricks, a member of Bucks Gardens Trust who led research of the property.

FRIDAY 5th FEBRUARY SOCIAL HOUSING IN AMERSHAM RURAL DISTRICT
8.00pm for 8.15pm
Emily Toettcher has been curator of Amersham Museum for eight years. She will
cover ‘from 1919 until the Post WWII era’ including social housing in our villages.
St Leonards Parish Hall
FRIDAY 5th MARCH
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

BRITISH SECOND WORLD WAR ARTISTS

FRIDAY 16th APRIL
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

A FRESH LOOK AT WYCOMBE

Ann Danks is an art historian and archivist at the Stanley Spencer Gallery. Ann’s
talk this time will include: Henry Moore, Paul Nash and of course Stanley Spencer!

Julian Hunt established the Centre for Bucks Studies. He is a much in demand
speaker, prolific author and renowned expert on the history of Buckinghamshire.

FRIDAY 14th MAY
AGM followed by MARSWORTH POLISH HOSTEL, 1948-1961
7.30pm sharp
Sandra Costello is Archivist for the Parish of Marsworth. She lives close to the
Hostel site and was involved in the erection of an information board in 2019.
Cholesbury Village Hall
MEMBERSHIP: ADULTS £10.00 pa. VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME: £4.00 PER MEETING
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To sign up to receive email reminders include your email address on the membership renewal form.
Newsletters and articles are available on the LHG website: www.cholesbury.com
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