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Chairman’s Introduction
This Newsletter celebrates yet another successful year for the Local History Group. Within you will find the
meetings programme for 2007/8 with something for everyone to enjoy. Elsewhere there are accounts of LHG
activities including how work on the Archive is continually revealing new information. There’s an interesting
piece on how our Library is a source of insights into General Money, a founding member of the Group. Read about
the delightful time we had exploring the inside and outside of Woburn Abbey. In July we were invited to
participate in the Archaeology and Local History Fun Day on Cholesbury Common. 2009 will be the Parish
Council’s 75th Anniversary and “Hawridge” is the first of a series of articles into the story of our Parish. Do try out
the quizzes and come and share your ideas on the answers at our Members Evening! I would like to thank the
Committee and those who help make our meetings a success and look forward to seeing you all in the autumn.

Chris Brown
************************************************************************

The Story of Hawridge
Although others have recorded the early history of
the area, such as the Hay’s Hilltop Villages of the
Chilterns and the excellent The Chilterns by Alison
Doggett and the late Leslie Hepple, ironically we
know less about the local history of more recent
times (by which I mean the last 175 years). Finding
out about the local history of this period could have
been a tough challenge. However, in much the same
way that the first settlers to this area must have
beaten down the impenetrable scrub and forged paths
along which to safely travel it
is indeed lucky for me that
there is someone who has
already cleared the way and
trodden this path. The late
Arnold Baines, who wrote
about Chesham and the history
and archaeology of the
Chilterns, published in 1961 his
research about Cholesbury
Vestry during the 1800s and in
1966 he added the story of
Hawridge Vestry1.

Aylesbury Rural District took over in 1895 from the
Aylesbury Poor Law Union which administered poor
relief and controlled workhouses including the one at
Aylesbury (see photograph) with which the four
Parish Vestries became associated with from 1835.
Vestries with origins back to Elizabeth I comprised
the officials who administered both ecclesiastical and
parish duties. For example, they appointed the rector
and collected taxes to pay for poor relief and
maintenance of the highways.
Later on they
appointed
magistrates,
surveyors
and
constables.
Meanwhile, the Lord of the
Manor retained manorial rights,
including the ability to fine
those who transgressed on
manorial lands. In this locality
the Vestries eventually ceded
their civil duties to elected their
parish committees and as
regards church matters were
succeeded by Parochial Church
Councils in 1919.

Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Parish despite its
quintessentially English name was only created in
April 1934. The four constituent villages were, prior
to their unification, associated not with Amersham
but were independent and remote outposts of
Aylesbury Rural District. Buckland Common was a
detached part of Buckland parish. St Leonards was a
significant but clearly distinct parcel of Aston
Clinton St Leonards parish. Hawridge had lost
parcels of land to Northchurch as part of a redrawing
of the boundary with Hertfordshire. Cholesbury, the
smallest of these parishes, had long since split from
the adjacent Drayton Beauchamp, which provided a
narrow ribbon of land, mostly woodland, bordering
Shire Lane and where only 7 people lived.

Hawridge and Cholesbury had shared adjoining
Commons, owned by a single Lord of the Manor
since 1704. Despite this the two parishes had
adopted contrasting Vestry models of local decisionmaking. Cholesbury had evolved an ‘open’ Vestry
which met in public session with the Vicar in
attendance and sometimes in the chair. Rate-paying
parishioners could decide who represented them.
Meanwhile Hawridge had operated a ‘closed’ or
‘Select Vestry’ which met in private session and
whose eight members were described by Baines as ‘a
self-perpetuating group of farmers, accountable to no
electorate, acting quite independently to the rector
and exercising all powers of the parish’.
continued on page 7

2007 – 2008 PROGRAMME
Researched and produced by George Cobby

FRIDAY, 5 OCTOBER 2007
8.00pm for 8.15pm
Cholesbury Village Hall

BUILDINGS OF BERKHAMSTED
Jenny Sherwood, Secretary of Berkhamsted Local History Society.

FRIDAY, 2 NOVEMBER 2007
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

THE NOBLE ART OF STRATEGIC DECEPTION
Hugh Davies, who doesn’t mind my describing him as the poor man’s

FRIDAY, 7 DECEMBER 2007
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

TRING GARDENS – THEN AND NOW
Wendy Austin, who returns with another instalment of her ongoing saga

FRIDAY, 4 JANUARY 2008
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE A41
Robert Masefield, who is an archaeological consultant managing

FRIDAY 1 FEBRUARY 2008
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

THE HISTORY OF TECHNICOLOR
Clive Foxell. “Our Man on Metro-land” is also a keen aficionado of the

FRIDAY 7 MARCH 2008
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

WESTMINSTER ABBEY – THE BUILDING
AND ITS RESTORATION
Geoff Roberts, was site surveyor during restoration work on the Abbey.

FRIDAY 4 APRIL 2008
8.00pm for 8.15pm
St Leonards Parish Hall

A BATCHELOR’S DELIGHT
Anne Batchelor, is a direct descendant of St Leonards’ most

FRIDAY 2 MAY 2008
8.00pm sharp
Cholesbury Village Hall

AGM AND MEMBERS’ EVENING
A time when we look forward to entertaining each other with our own

Deighton and Le Carré.

of Tring and its environs.

projects in the South East and Midlands.

cinema and its history.

distinguished and largely unknown son, Daniel Batchelor (Bachelier).

enthusiasms.

MEMBERSHIP £6.00 PER ANNUM – VISITORS WELCOME: £2.00 PER MEETING
Coffee and Biscuits are served and a collection is taken

Cholesbury-cum-St Leonards Local History Group Committee
Hon. President:
Mrs E Money
Chairman &Editor: Mr C Brown, Rays Hill Farm, Rays Hill, Braziers End, HP5 2UJ
Deputy Chairman:
Mrs P Thomas, Cherry Orchards, Cholesbury Common, HP23 6ND
Treasurer:
Mrs S Clarke, Beechwood, Jenkins Lane, St Leonards, HP23 6NW
Secretary:
Mrs S Watson, Benton Potts, Hawridge Common, HP5 2UH
Programme Secretary: Mr G Cobby, 188 Amersham Way, Little Chalfont, HP6 6SF
Archivist:
Mrs S Blomfield, Chambers Green Farm, St Leonards, HP23 6NP
Committee Members: Mr B Rice, 13 Chiltern Cottages, Buckland Common, HP23 6NQ
Mr I Piggott, Lane End Cottage, Lanes End, St Leonards, HP23 6LF

01494 758890
01494 758460
01494 758567
01494 758914
01494 762954
01494 758314
01494 758131
01296 620000

*************************************************************************************

www.cholesbury.com
Remember to take a look at the local history pages on the website, which contain articles about the local
history of the villages, and where all the walks can be downloaded.
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The History Group Library
for Major General R. C. Money remembering his
outstanding help in my 1914-18 archive work. Peter
H. Liddle”. The reason for this becomes clear when
you reach pages 16 and 17 with its four pictures of
troops in France, photographed by General Money in
1914, when he was a Lieutenant in the 1st Battalion
Cameronians. The General maintained his interest in
photography for the rest of his life and made an
enormous contribution to the ‘Black Box’ by
recording many local houses in the early days of the
Local History Group.

This year the History Group Library doubled in size
mainly because of a gift of thirty books from the
bookshelves of our President, Mrs Evelyn Money.
For the time being they will be called the ‘Evelyn
Money Book Collection’ and listed separately but are
available for members to borrow in the usual way.

The second book is ‘The Field of Hastings’ by
Lieutenant-Colonel Charles H. Lemmon, D.S.O, a
tiny book with a bright red cover, which has always
been in the Library. It had no particular significance
until we were looking through an archive item of
assorted correspondence concerning the setting up of
the Local History Group and booking speakers.
Many of the collection originally belonged to
General Money, who was the Group’s first Chairman
and later its first President. It has been an enjoyable
task to look through them and to see ‘Robin Money’
written inside the cover or on a rather charming book
plate. What has been even more interesting has been
to find hand written comments, notes, or underlining
by the General or Mrs Money. It brings the books to
life, makes them very personal, and shows how they
were used and referred to. They truly reflect the
General’s wide range of interests in history with titles
like ‘Field Guide to Archaeology’, ‘Early Man in
South Buckinghamshire’, ‘Introduction to Celtic
Coins’ and ‘English Heraldry’. Did he buy ‘Iron Age
Farm – the Butser Experiment’ when the History
Group visited Butser? Did he give ‘Old English
Household Life’ to his first wife? The dedication
suggests this.

The hand-written dedication inside the book reads
“To Major General R. C. Money with the author’s
compliments, August 1966”.
This was soon
explained when we read four letters from St
Leonards-on-Sea, written to General Money by
Charles Lemmon. It appears that the General was
planning a visit to the 1066 battlefield and also
sounding out the possibility of a talk. The author
sent him a copy of his book and the correspondence
continues with wonderful discussions about mutual
army friends, some advice on access to the area and
photography and debates about the battle. He clearly
didn’t approve of some of the views of the speaker
that General Money finally secured. Nevertheless,
according to the report of the History Group meeting
on 17th March 1997, the members enjoyed the talk
‘The Battle of Hastings 1066’ given by Brigadier N
Barclay CBE, DSO, Editor of ‘The Army Quarterly’.

Two books have had a special story to tell. John
Farmer found the first on the bookstall at Hawridge
and Cholesbury Fete. He very kindly gave it to us to
add to Mrs Money’s books. ‘Testimony of War
1914-1918’ by Peter Liddle was published in 1979.
It was written to illustrate personal experiences of the
First World War using the author’s archive of
contemporary letters, diaries, photographs and
documents. A dedication written in blue ink on the
title page reads “Signed with affectionate respect

Members may borrow any book from the History
Group Library. An up to date list will be available at
the first meeting or you can contact me on 01494
758460. If you have ideas for new titles let me
know. A small collection of books from the Library
is brought to most meetings and there is also a
regular book sale. The sale is not restricted to books
on historical subjects and your contributions and
purchases are very welcome.

Paddy Thomas

*********************************************************************************

Snippet Quiz 1 - (Answers at the Members’ Evening)
What is the common link between the people in these groups of three?
A. Richard Burbage, John Hemmings, Edward Alleyn
B. Pepys, Judge Jeffreys, Viscount Montgomery of Alamein
C. Lenin, Mazzini, Sun Yat-Sen

D. Ben John, Christopher Wren, Warren Hastings
E. Daniel Defoe, Titus Oates, William Penn

Sandy Clarke
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Notes from the Archivist
The archive collection has expanded this year with
the donation of photographs and information on
properties received from members and others.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed in this
way.
In particular, I received interesting
documentation and information on the property now
known as The Old Britannia in Bottom Road at
Buckland Common.
The

While on the subject of kitchens, I am including a
second photograph of a kitchen, also taken in 1974.
We have a sequence of photographs of Thursday
Club from this date and this is the kitchen at St
Leonards Parish Hall, taken with Mrs Connie Brown
and Mrs Kay (known as Kitty) Virgo in picture.
Thursday Club members were enjoying country
dancing at this meeting.

memories of Grace Beatrice Webb (nee Gomm)
record life there in the early years of the 20th Century,
when it was The Britannia, an alehouse licensed for
the sale of beer, tobacco and cigarettes. We have a
plan of the ground floor of the house as it then was
and a sketch map with names of the gardens and
fields surrounding both the Britannia and the
adjoining Woodfield House. I am grateful to Mrs
Webb’s daughter for passing this information to us.

I must again thank Paddy Thomas for her continuing
work with Catalist, we both find looking at the
contents of the Black Box most interesting and I
would encourage all members to remember that the
information is available for research and information.
Following my request for a volunteer to read through
the back issues of Hilltop News and the previous
Parish Magazines, to extract information from the
church registers, I was very pleased that Maureen
Newall came forward, especially as Maureen had
such a long involvement in the production of the
parish magazines. The data will
be put into a separate database
and should be a very useful
reference. By chance in one of
the magazines there was an
envelope addressed to Mr and
Mrs Batchelor, St Lucy, Jenkins
Lane, St Leonards.
This
contained a photograph of an
unnamed gentleman sitting in an
armchair in a 1950’s-style
sitting room. I think that we
have identified both the property
and the gentleman but if you can
add any further information, it
would be welcomed.

Continuing with work on Catalist, the database
system used to record our Black Box items, we have
come across the photographs taken of the Parish
Boundary Walk of 1974. This started at Shire Lane,
where the first cross was marked. In one of the
photographs, Mr Ernie Collier is shown giving a talk
on the history of Beating the Bounds and the Parish
Council. There was a lunch break at Braziers End,
and tea at Cholesbury Village Hall saw the
completion of the walk. The people taking part are
named, including Mr and Mrs Humphreys from
Jenkins Lane. Mr Humphreys is recorded as the
oldest person to complete the walk, and David
Gower, aged 7, as the youngest.
The photograph reproduced here shows Mrs Sugden,
Miss Grosstephan and Mrs Page washing-up in the
kitchen at Cholesbury hall. Members will know
Miss Grosstephan as Mrs Evelyn Money, our
President.

Shirley Blomfield

*************************************************************

Founder’s Prize
Paddy Thomas was the deserving recipient of the Founder’s Prize, voted on at the last AGM. We look forward to
hearing about her choice of book, which will be presented at a meeting during the year. The Founder’s Prize in
memory of General Money, one of the Group’s Founding Members, is awarded to someone who in the view of
Members has contributed to the activities of the LHG over the Season. Looking ahead the Committee is keen to
encourage members to consider the invaluable contributions made by those who help out before and after monthly
meetings as well as behind the scenes. This help ensures that the Group continues to thrive.
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History Group Outing To Woburn
view in the house overlooking the lake is a statue of
‘Mrs. Moss’, her favourite horse. Then there is the
inside Grotto, one of the few rooms dating entirely
from the seventeenth century, the Chinese room, the
Canaletto room, the Joshua Reynolds room, the
parlour where the taking of afternoon tea was first
introduced to polite society, and the beautiful long
gallery with its ornate double pillars and precious
portraits, including that of Queen Elizabeth I, in a
dress so encrusted with precious jewels and pearls
she had to sit down to wear it. She is depicted with
her fleet behind her and her hand on the whole world.

As a follow-up to the talk given to the History Group
earlier this year, a number of us visited Woburn
Abbey itself for a guided tour of the Abbey and the
gardens on June 30th.
The name derives from the fact that the present
building was built on the site of a 12th/13th century
Cistercian Abbey of which little remained, following
the Dissolution of the Abbey under Henry VIII, who
gave Woburn to the Russells. The site however is
typical of monastic sites of the Middle Ages, which
are often in fertile valleys with lakes and a river
teeming then with fish. In the ownership of the
Russell family, Woburn became one of the great
Country Houses of England and its rooms and
landscaped gardens reflect that today even though a
large section of the house was pulled down in the
1950s because of dry rot. Although some of the
building is earlier as well as some of the artefacts and
paintings in it, the whole building has the feel of an
18th century palace, which it largely is.

The palace is very much like our house in that every
surface is covered in 'things'.
No modern
minimalism here. I was just thinking I would like to
see their kitchens, and what was in their attics,
basements and closets when we were taken down to
the basement vaults. There any small resemblance to
home ended. The basement contains vaults of
priceless silver, sets of Sevres porcelain, a whole
dining service laid out in a tented pavilion, a golden
salver, tray to you and me, made of the melted down
equestrian gold medals. Some people however did
think of economy and recycling. One duchess
replaced the silk wall-covering in the parlour with
bespoke wallpaper, taking the silk from behind the
portraits on the wall where it had been perfectly
preserved unfaded to recover the chairs in that room.

The house is more memorable than some stately
homes because it is quite cleverly themed. There is
for instance one room devoted to the Flying Duchess,
containing mementoes of her interests, portraits of
her animals, her books, her skates and even part of
the propeller of the plane which was the only thing
found after her last flight over the fens ended in
tragedy. She was 70 then, but earlier in her life her
husband built her a rink so she could learn to skate
and, rather more usefully, a hospital, as she had
always wanted to be a nurse. She increased the value
of the one remaining state bed in the palace by
burning all the rest because she thought them
unhygienic with their elaborate and I imagine
claustrophobic hangings, and painted some valuable
antiques white for the same reason.

In the afternoon the Gardens Manager Martin
Towsley gave us a guided tour of the garden. The
garden is not merely a bed of roses, though there
were those too, but a science laboratory and a history
archive. We were shown the Chinese dairy with its
original decoration and the plans to restore the view
from the dairy to that originally planned by
Humphrey Repton. The fish are being trained to
come for tea when the bell is rung, and a pleached
arbour of Acers will replace the original covered
walk-way to the palace, designed so none of the
nobility got wet as they came to make and eat the
products of the dairy, exactly like Marie Antoinette
playing at being a shepherdess.
Continued on page 6

In the corner room nearby, called Queen Victoria’s
room, is the one remaining state bed, which, you
guessed it, she slept in. Another room is devoted to
horse racing, the present Dowager being a passionate
breeder of fine racehorses, and in front of the best
5

In the garden, unlike the Park where all the trees have
a perfectly level deer grazing line, the branches of all
the trees sweep to the ground in all their majesty. All
of the special trees, the monkey-puzzle, the white
lime, the giant sequoia and the great oaks, now are
subjected to infrared imaging every 2 years to
determine the inner health of
the tree.
Some scientific
experiments were performed
in the 19th century. In the
Grass Garden cows were
given a diet of different grass
to see which grazing led to
the best milk yield.
They
could have told Tesco years
ago that mixed grasses were
best. Some areas were left
uncut to see what native
species appeared. Now after
3 years there is lady’s
bedstraw, corn marigold,
purple vetch, and an abundance of common spotted
orchid where

there was before just grass. The 17th century maze is
being restored as a viewing maze rather than a hidden
maze, as careful consulting of archives again showed
that is how it was at its inception. A parterre is
planted with different species of heather.
At the end of a fascinating and informative tour
Martin gave us a pretty
passable demonstration of
how the Cedar of Lebanon
holds its branches level
allowing the desert winds
to
blow
horizontally
through it, how the
branches of Himalayan
blue spruces droop to shed
the snow, and how the
deodar cedars develop a
wave-shaped
branch
structure to handle more
turbulent winds. Don’t say
you were not told.
(LHG Photograph by Windsor Thomas)

Joan Barnard

**********************************************************************

Archaeology and Local History Fun Day – July 2007
The Local History Group was invited to contribute to the Archaeology and Local History Fun Day held on
Cholesbury Common on 22nd July. Amongst the activities and displays were William Lord, a well-known flint
knapper, who told us how he grew up amongst the flints of Stone Age mines at Grimes Graves where his father
John, himself a professional knapper, was the Keeper. William thrilled one of our members by confirming that one
of the flint nodules found in her garden had been ‘worked’ perhaps 3-5000 years ago. He explained that a typical
worked flint would exhibit: - ‘ripples’ where shards have been sloughed off; a ‘bulb’ left after the edges of the flint
have been ‘nibbled’; and the absence of most of the ‘cortex’ the cream-coloured external surface surrounding the
black glassy interior. The LHG provided a Cholesbury Trail illustrating the historical houses and features of the
area. Copies of the trail will be available at our meetings in the autumn.
A guided tour of Cholesbury Camp by the County Archaeologist, Sandy Kidd reaffirmed what we already know
and don’t know about the Hill-fort as so elegantly described in the extract below, written some 38 years ago.
Chris Brown
Extract from Chess Valley Archaeological and Historical Society: First Report on Fieldwork, edited by K
Branigan and AHJ Baines. Spring 1969.
“Cholesbury remains an enigma. There are certainly Iron Age sherds from the site, but a considerable amount of Belgic
material and even one or two sherds, which may be early Roman. No other hill-fort along the bank of the scarp has produced
Belgic material, and as noted earlier, they all seem to be early fortifications. Was Cholesbury also early, but then abandoned
and later re-occupied by Belgic immigrants? But why should they move into Cholesbury when elsewhere the single farm was
the fashion? How extensive was the Belgic occupation, and where did the inhabitants go when the fort was abandoned? Was
their resettlement one of the many things Hadrian set in order during his “walking tour” of Britain? These are all intriguing
questions which we can only hope to answer by excavation.”
**********************************************************************

Snippet
In our Black Box Collection we have copies of some of the Quarter Sessions records, which could be of interest to
family historians. This extract is from the Epiphany Session 1708-09. “Ann Palmer was to be conveyed from the
bridewell at Chepping Wycombe to Hawridge, it having been learned that her maiden name was Ann Morris and that she was
born at Hawridge, and went away from there with one Palmer, a vagrant to whom she was never married.”

Snippet Quiz 2 - (Answer at the Members’ Evening)
What links a Buckinghamshire abbey, fast food and a naval base in the Pacific Ocean
George Cobby
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The Story of Hawridge - continued
1823 the Overseer was instructed to “provide a flock
Bed and Straw bed tick and flock bolster for the
poor house”. By 1834 the poor relief levy was
putting pressure on an increasingly small number of
ratepayers already expected to stump up for tithe
rents, land tax and county rates. Unlike its neighbour
Cholesbury that had been bankrupted in 1832, for
Hawridge the increased burden was still possible to
bear, just. It is perhaps not a coincidence that at this
time the self-appointed Vestry ceased to declare itself
as a Select Vestry. Just in time, 1835 saw the end to
the system of parochial relief with the formation of
the Aylesbury Poor Law Union.
The Union
appointed a Board of Governors and administered
relief in accordance with precise rules laid down by
the Poor Law Commissioners. Each parish elected a
Parish Guardian to represent the poor of the parish
within the Union. In Cholesbury this was in keeping
with that Parish’s distinct approach by nominating
the incumbent clergyman Rev. Henry Jeston. In
Hawridge, Thomas Batchelor, yeoman and farmer,
who had served as churchwarden and Vestry member
since 1823, took up this influential post. A year later
the duty transferred to Benjamin Batchelor, who
subsequently signs as ‘Gaurgent of the Poor’! The
social reform, which swept the country, was also
influencing local affairs. For the first time, in 1837
the clergyman at St Mary’s Hawridge the Rev
William Day, joined the Vestry. In the same year an
‘outsider’ was appointed for the first
time. John Wright a cottager was
immediately co-opted to review the
rateable values of properties. His
involvement brought him dividends
as he soon became a shopkeeper and
then, as part of the increased powers
delegated to Parishes, became a
constable in 1844. (The photo shows
a typical constable of the time). He
later served as overseer in 1848, rates
assessor in 1850 and in 1851 as
surveyor he was in charge of roads
and could award work and contracts.

In 1823 Hawridge Vestry decided to limit the poor
relief rate to “1 shilling in the pound”. It frequently
agreed to limit payments to paupers whom they
deemed no longer to deserve their benevolence. In
1833 it was resolved: “that no man leaving the
parish for Employment be Allowed no Money from
the parish”. Employment in Chesham was available
but in the village work was patchy. If the Vestry
made work available on the roads and this was
refused by paupers they risked losing their
entitlements to relief. If you thought the recent
introduction of the Smoking Ban is a new idea, think
again. In December 1833 the Vestry resolved: “that
All paupers that am foun[d] Drinking and
Smoaking in Any publick House or Alehouse Be
stopped one weeks pay”. This apparently did not
prevent the Vestry retiring from the Church to
conclude business at the Rose and Crown!
125 years before the National Health Service was
created those without money would depend on the
Vestry agreeing that they be treated by a physician
from Chesham. In 1822 William Sutthery was given
a contract to attend the poor “with Advice and
Medicines in all Cases For the Sum of five pounds
pr Annum”.
The rate of pay for a week’s labour (48 hours) on
road mending was arbitrary. Some received 8d a day
others up to 12d. If no work was offered, a pauper
might receive as little as 2s or as much as 7s 6d per
week. Continued employment or poor relief was also
subject to regular church attendance. The Vestry
resolved; “that All paupers attend Divine Worship
Either in the forenoon or Afternoon Every Sunday
Except prevented by illness And then to Give Notice
to the Overseer or be Stopped one weeks pay”.
The Vestry might exercise discretion in offering
loans which more often than not enabled the recipient
to pay rent back to a member of the Vestry or fellow
land owner. This could be administered directly to
the owner. Vestry minutes record for 9th April 1824
”William Garner lent 10s., to be repaid on or before
St Micheal Next”. Payments covered upkeep but not
clothing as separate ad hoc awards were made. For
example on 19 November 1824: “Thomas Hart Be
Allowed one Shirt And one pair Stockings. 9
September 1825 Thomas Hart Be Allowed a pair of
High Shoes and a Round Frock”.

Hawridge’s first Parish Clerk, Thomas Bryant, was
appointed in 1841 when the rector took the chair for
the first time. Times were ‘a changing’. More
parishioners attended meetings. Compared to eight
from 1823 to 40, 33 joined the Vestry during the next
twenty year period, 24 of whom took the chair at
least once. However, compared to Cholesbury,
participation by any of the 100+ cottagers was
uncommon. They remained largely disenfranchised
from decisions, as they had always been. Not all of
them paid local taxes as the lack of regular work
meant they were not all assessed for the “poors rate.

The Vestry met fortnightly over 8 years and much of
its time was spent deliberating on such payments.
However, over time the Select Vestry appeared to
grow tired of administering to every pauper in turn
and a decision was taken to appoint an Overseer to
make payments, subject to strict rules and Vestry
audit. Payment might also be made to those taking
care of orphens or those of the parish in institutions
elsewhere such as Thomas King an ‘out-pensioner’ at
the Royal Chelsea Hospital. For example, on 20 June

continued on page 8
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The Story of Hawridge - continued
Arnold Baines concludes: ‘the bulk of the population
(in Hawridge) ceased to have an effective share in
shaping their environment’. This he said contrasted
with the open Vestry at Cholesbury where a much
poorer group of parishioners were able, over the
latter part of the 19th Century, to harness and preserve
a much greater sense of community. Here too the
Vestry and manorial court worked alongside each
other. The Cholesbury Vestry continued to conduct
Church business but worked with the Manor Court to
address pastoral needs and bring together farmers and
cottagers to deal with mutual concerns such as the
Commons, footpaths and roads and resolve disputes
between neighbours. Even in the period of 1912-16
Hawridge Vestry found itself in conflict with the
Lord of the Manor over the
Church
School
and
with
Aylesbury RDC over the
adoption of the church road. On
a day-to-day basis it was
preoccupied with church services,
accounts and the fabric of the
church and the graveyard. Unlike
Cholesbury, it was not until 1934
that parishioners in Hawridge
were given a proper voice in local
affairs.

During this same period wood clearance increased
significantly to support the Wycombe chair-making
industry.
Many tenements encroached on the
manorial waste but little attempt had been made to
gather rates until 1847. Resulting from involvement
in Vestry affairs by two large landowners, William
Field and Thomas Little, it was resolved:- “that all
occupiers of cottages be assessed to the Poor
Rates”. One consequence of this obsession with
collecting the poor rate was that the levies for upkeep
of the churches in both Cholesbury and Hawridge
were not collected regularly leading to St Mary’s
becoming increasingly dilapidated until 1855 when
“rates for the expense of Divine worship” of 2d
were enforced and repairs commenced. In 1867 this
was increased to 3d, the same
year Parliament made this
illegal. This did not stop
Hawridge, which continued to
collect this levy until 1899
when it ceased and as
elsewhere was incorporated in
the Church Subscription List!
Another preoccupation of the
Vestry was maintenance of
the highways.
In 1823
agreement was reached with neighbouring parishes to
apportion responsibility of the road along the county
boundary with Hertfordshire.
Hawridge took
responsibility for the lower section to the
blacksmith’s at Heath End whilst Northchurch took
ownership of the next section and Wigginton the final
stretch. Cost of stones was shared between the
parishes. Stonewardens were appointed to oversee
the work. From these first steps in co-operation
sprung many further examples of cross community
working.
Despite this the Hawridge Vestry
continued to remain in the hands of the landowners
and farmers who never relinquished control over
decision-making, concentrating more and more on
Church matters and taking little interest in the
important Commoners’ rights. As a consequence

So a by-product of local government reorganisation
has, by chance not by design, produced an oddlyshaped parish running from Chesham Vale to Grim’s
Ditch and in the other direction, from Shire Lane, (a
drovers route and the border with Hertfordshire) to
Arrewig Lane which is thought to have connected
Missenden Abbey with its outlying farms and estates.
More importantly the reorganisation reinforced the
pre-existing inter-connections these remote village
communities have had since at least medieval times.
More about our parish history next year!
1

Arnold Baines - Records of Buckinghamshire Vol.18 1966.
Picture ‘Stone-breakers on the Road’ George Walker. C1820

Chris Brown

*********************************************************************

Snippet Quiz 3 – In which century and decade was this account written? (Answers at Members’ Evening)
“ROBBERIES.- On Saturday night last, the house of Mrs. Eustace, of Wigginton, was broken open, and two
bushels of flour stolen therefrom; and on the Saturday night preceding, the cottage of a labourer named Wallis, was
also broken open, and the whole of the poor man's provisions stolen from his pantry.- A short time since an
uninhabited cottage at Wigginton, belonging to a farmer of Marlow (which the owner was about to repair), was
pulled down, and the whole of the wood work and a great many of the bricks belonging to the building carried
away.- During the night of Friday last, the cellar of Mr Tomblin, Black Horse, Chesham Bottom, was broken into,
and three ferrets and a quantity of tobacco stolen.- On the Wednesday night previous, the pheasant pen of Mr.
Stephen Dwight, at Buckland Common, was broken into, and £10 worth of tame pheasants stolen therefrom.- On
the preceding night an attempt was made to rob the house of Mr. Thomas Hawkes, publican, of Cholesbury, by
breaking the window and picking the brick work underneath. The villains were, however, unable to accomplish
their object. - Three hives of bees have been stolen from John Mander's, whose house adjoins Mr. Hawkes's.

Chris Brown
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